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WiiEUEAS,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  approved 
February  5,  1842,  entitled,  “An  act  to  establish  tlie  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  education  of  the  Blind,”  it  is  provided  that  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
said  Institution  shall,  annually,  make  to  the  Board  of  Education,  a report, 
embracing  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand, 
and  a general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution — the  Visitors  of 
the  Institution,  in  compliance  with  said  law,  respectfully  present  this,  their 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT: 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution,  shows  that  he  has  re- 
ceived, from  the  citizens  of  Louisville,  donations  amounting  to  six  hundred 
and  twenty  tw'o  dollars  and  fifty  cents ; and  from  the  Common  School  Fund, 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  live  dollars,  it  being  a part  of  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  appropiiated  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky — making  the 
entire  receipts,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents. 

The  expenditures  up  to  the  first  of  January,  1813,  amount  to  one  thou- 
sand and  forty  one  dollars  and  ninety  six  cents,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  three 
hundred  and  fifty  five  dollars  and  fifty  four  cents.  7'he  Treasurer  also  holds 
uncollected  subscriptions,  amounting  to  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ; giving, 
as  the  nominal  value  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  one  thousand  and  five 
dollars  and  fifty  four  cents. 

The  A'isitors,  immediately  after  their  apiiointment,  made  arrangements 
for  ojiening  the  Institution,  by  a[)pointing  the  necessary  ollicers  and  renting 
a suitable  house,  which  was  furnished  by  the  lilierality  of  the  citizens  of 
I.ouisville,  w'ho  also  generously  contributed  funds  sulficient  to  sustain  the 
Institution  during  the  first  six  months  of  its  existence.  A circular  was  is- 
sued and  extensively  circulated  through  the  State,  giving  notice  of  the  open- 
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ing  of  Ihe  Instilulion,  making  known  its  nature  and  objects,  and  soliciting 
pupils,  and  information  respecting  blind  children,  from  all  sections  of  the 
State.  On  the  9tli  of  May  last,  the  Institution  was  o[)ened  with  five  pupils. 
Since  that  time,  five  additional  pupils  have  been  admitted,  making  the  pres- 
ent number  ten,  all  of  whom  are  supported  by  the  Institution,  except  one, 
who  pays  a part  of  his  expenses. 

The  following  table  contains  the  names,  places  of  residence,  causes  of 
blindness,  dates  of  admission,  and  ages  of  the  pupils : 


Name. 

Residence. 

Date. 

Cause  of  blindness. 

Age. 

Sarah  J.  Clark, 

Jefferson  county, 

Itlay  9,  18.12, 

Congenital, 

13 

Araminta  A.  Hodge, 

Louisville,  - 

Jlay  9,  184^, 

Moa'^les, 

13 

Elressa  J.  Ruth, 

Louisville,  - 

May  9,  1849, 

Accidental, 

22 

Sarah  J.  Lund, 

Louisville,  - 

91ay  9,  18-49,  - 

Accidental, 

IG 

.John  A.  Metcalf, 

Louisville,  - 

-May  9,  1849, 

Accidental,  - 

10 

.Tonatimu  Sandsberry, 

Jefferson  county, 

June  G,  1842, 

iNIeasles, 

16 

Francis  Ratliff, 

Daviess  county,  - 

Oct.  26,1849,  - 

Scarlet  Ibver, 

18 

Samuel  Seay,  - 

Washington  co., 

Nov.  21,  1849,  - 

Accidental, 

16 

Mary  A.  Gibson, 

Louisville,  - 

Dec.  28,  1842,  - 

Inflammation, 

18 

Pierce  P.  Price, 

Louisville,  - 

Jan.  4,  184.3, 

Small  pox,  - 
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The  officers  of  the  Institution  have  performed  their  duties  with  faithful- 
ness and  ability,  and  merit  public  confidence. 

The  pupils  are  diligent  and  orderly,  and  have  improved  much  in  manners 
and  personal  appearance  during  the  short  time  they  have  been  members  of 
the  Institution.  The  proficiency  they  have  made  in  their  studies,  has  been 
equal  to  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  other 
friends  of  the  Institution,  who  have  witnested  their  improvement. 

The  branches  to  which  they  are  attending,  are  reading  and  spelling  from 
books  printed  in  embossed  letters;  arithmetic,  taught  mentally,  and  by  use 
of  the  slate  frames  and  types,  prepared  for  the  blind;  geography,  taught 
orally,  and  by  means  of  maps  and  atlases  in  raised  characters;  writing  and 
music. 

All  the  pupils  who  have  been  in  the  Institution  two  months,  can  read  with 
considerable  lluency  in  the  Bible  and  other  books  printed  for  the  blind. 
Several  write  a legible  hand,  and  can  correspond  with  their  distant  friends 
by  letter.  They  write  w ith  a lead  pencil  instead  of  a pen,  as  a blind  person 
cannot  see  to  the  regular  suppiv  and  flow'  of  the  ink,  nor  the  perfection  of  the 
pen.  They  jilacc  their  paper  on  a pasteboard,  in  which  arc  grooves  to  guide 
the  pencil  of  the  writer. 

IMost  of  the  pupils  have  made  good  progress  in  Arithmetic  and  Geography. 
Several  beautiful  maps  hav'e  been  received  recently,  on  which  they  feel  out 
rivers,  lakes,  bays,  oceans,  mountains,  towns,  Ac.,  with  surprising  facility. 


In  iVIusic  the  pupils  take  great  delight,  and  their  progress  has  been  most 
satisfactory.  All  can  sing — some  very  well — and  tw'o  little  girls,  thirtecit 
years  of  age,  perform  on  the  piano.  This  branch  is  a very  important  one  in 
the  education  of  the  blind,  as  it  is  not  only  a source  of  great  pleasure  to 
themselves  and  others,  but  adbrds  to  many  of  them  a respectable  means  of 
support  as  organists,  tuners  of  instruments,  and  teachers  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music. 

A commencement  has  been  made  in  the  department  of  mechanical  labor, 
which  is  of  prime  importance  in  an  institution  for  the  blind.  It  is  desirable 
that  all,  even  those  destined  to  be  teachers  and  musicians,  should  be  exer- 
cised in  some  handicraft  work,  as  it  not  only  conduces  to  health,  but  gives 
a command  of  the  limbs,  a freedom  in  motion,  and  a confidence  in  their 
physical  powers,  that  can  be  acquired  in  no  other  waJ^ 

Our  pupils  have  not  yet  attained  to  that  degree  of  skill  of  which  they  arc 
capable,  yet  they  already  manufacture  good  matresscs,  brushes,  fancy  bask- 
ets, lamp  mats,  and  watch  guards,  and  are  improving  rapidly  in  every 
branch.  The  female  pupils  also  sew,  knit  and  weave.  We  believe  this  de- 
partment will  soon  not  only  pay  all  its  expenses,  but  become  a source  of 
profit  to  the  Institution.  Although  the  pupils  devote  a very  large  portion 
of  their  time  to  intellectual  instruction  and  music,  they  can,  with  little  or 
no  expense  to  the  Institution,  learn  trades  by  which  tiiey  may  earn  an  hon- 
orable livelihood. 

Miss  Ruth,  one  of  our  female  pupils,  has  already  become  qualified  to  be 
teacher  of  work  in  the  girls’  department. 

The  exercises  of  the  pupils  commence  at  7 o’clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue, 
witli  a short  recess  of  fifteen  minutes  at  the  end  of  every  hour,  until  I o’clock, 
P.  M.  The  afternoon  is  devoted  to  W'ork  and  music.  Two  hours  every 
evening  are  occupied  in  reading  history,  biography,  miscellaneous  literature, 
the  news  of  the  day,  iksc.  to  all  the  pupils. 

By  frequent  short  recesses,  and  changing  the  subject  of  study  so  as  to 
call  into  operation  the  different  faculties  in  succession,  the  jiupils  go  through 
with  much  intellectual  and  physical  exercise  in  the  course  of  the  day,  with- 
out fatigue. 

Strict  attention  is  paid  to  the  manners,  morals,  and  health  of  the  pupils. 

They  attend  church  on  the  Sabbath,  without  any  restraint,  at  places  of 
their  own  choice. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  regulations  of  the  Institution: 

“ Director.  The  Institution  shall  be  under  the  charge  ol  a IJirector,  who 
shall  reside  in  the  house  with  the  [)upils,  direct  their  studies,  labor  and  re- 
creation, and  take  such  jiart  in  tlieir  instruction  as  to  him  may  seem  expe- 
dient. He  shall  report,  monthly,  to  the  Boanl  of  “N'isitors,  and  make, 
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irom  time  to  time,  such  suggestions  as  he  may  think  the  interest  of  the  In- 
stitution require. 

The  Teachers,  Matron,  and  all  subordinate  officers,  shall  be  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Director. 

Matron.  The  Matron  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Director,  have 
charge  of  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  Institution.  She  shall  superintend 
the  clothing  of  the  pupils,  and  endeavor  to  promote  their  health,  morals,  and 
happiness,  and  co-operate  with  the  Director  and  Teachers  in  their  govern- 
ment and  education. 

Admission  of  Pupils.  No  person  can  be  admitted  as  a pupil  who  is  un- 
der six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  unless  by  special  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors.  Candidates  for  admission  must  present  certificates  from  some  re- 
spectable Physican  of  incurable  blindness,  and  of  freedom  from  epilepsy,  and 
all  ofl'ensive  and  infectious  diseases.  They  must  bring  satisfactory  testimo- 
nials of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

The  male  pupils  must  be  provided  with  at  least  five  shirts,  two  vests,  two 
coats  or  jackets,  two  pairs  of  pantaloons,  six  pairs  of  socks  or  stockings,  two 
stocks  or  cravats,  four  pocket  handkerchiefs,  two  pairs  of  boots  or  shoes — 
all  in  good  condition. 

The  female  pupils  must  be  provided  with  at  least  three  changes  of  gar- 
ment. All  the  articles  of  clothing  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the 
owner.  The  clothing  must  be  renewed  by  the  parents  or  friends  of  the  pu- 
pils, from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary. 

Course  of  study.  Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Geography,  English  Gram- 
mar, Arithmetic,  the  higher  branches  of  the  Mathematics,  Ancient  and 
Modern  Languages,  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music,  and  other  branches  ol 
learning  usually  taught  in  Academies  for  seeing  children. 

Expenses.  For  board,  washing,  tuition,  music,  books,  and  stationery, 
$200  per  year. 

Beneficiaries.  Indigent  children,  resident  in  the  State,  may  be  received 
and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution.  In  addition  to  the  above 
requirements,  they  must  proiluce  certificates  from  some  Magistrate,  or  other 
known  respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  their  jiarents  and  immediate  relations  are  unable  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  their  education.” 

Since  nearly  all  the  blind  are  in  indigent  circumstances,  the  Institution 
must  ever  be  chielly  dependent  upon  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature.  In 
the  confident  expectation  that  that  liberality  w'ill  not  be  withheld,  we  have 
received  all  the  indigent  blind  children  who  have  apidied  for  admission,  and 
shall  continue  to  do  so.  We  feel  confident  that  as  the  Institution  becomes 
more  thoroughly  known,  and  as  the  blessings  it  is  dilliising  are  more  plainly 
seen,  the  firmer  will  be  its  hold  on  the  symiiathies  of  the  community,  and  the 


surer  will  it  be  of  retaining  them.  VVe  have  no  fear  that  the  generous  in- 
habitants of  Kentucky  will  sufler  their  blind  to  remain  in  intellectual  and 
moral  darkness,  after  they  are  convinced  that  they  can  be  educated  and  made 
happy. 

WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK, 

JOHN  I.  JACOB, 

SAMUEL  CASSEDAY, 

THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

JAMES  PICKETT, 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN.  j 

Louisville,  January  7,  1843. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO  THE 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


The  Bound  of  Visiteis  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educntion  of 
the  Blind,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  ot  the  charier,  respectiully 
present  their 

'THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Institution  is  in  ii  very  prosperous  condition,  in  all  its  departments, 
except  its  finances. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution,  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1845,  liavo 


arisen  from  the  following  sources: 

Balance  in  cash,  from  account  of  |)receding  year,  - - S -46  26 

Paying  pupils,  - - - - - - ^*9  PR 

Proceeds  of  an  Exhibition  by  the  pupils,  - • - 38  00 

Sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  pupils,  - • - 336  98 

Individual  donations,  - - - - - - 37  25 

Appropriation  by  the  Stale  in  1844,  ....  5,000  00 

Common  School  Fund,  ....  - 2,940  00 


The  expenditures  during  the  year,  for  house  rent,  repairs,  fuel, 
provisions,  furniture,  stable  expenses,  raw  materials,  and 
tools  for  the  work  shops,  musical  instruments,  school  appara- 
tus, expenses  of  exhibition  before  the  General  Assembly, 
wages  of  servants  and  laborers,  and  salaries  of  oOicers,  have 
amounted  to  ....  §3,373  38 

Amount  expended  in  the  new  building,  - 4,994  22 

Insurance,  ....  - 34  00 

Call  and  interest  on  note  given  for  lot  of  ground,  376  36 


Giving  a balance  against  the  Institution, 

Of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  appropriated  out  of  the  revenue  ol 
the  Common  School  Fund,  in  1842,  there  remains  unpaid, 


$8,677  49 


Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  Institution, 


$8,777  96 
$ 103  47 

4,682  50 
$4,582  03 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$4,582  03 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

In  our  last  report,  we  stated  that  the  Institution  was  indebted 
to  the  Bank  of  Louisville,  5il>500,  the  amount  expended  in 
a lot  of  ground  intended  for  the  site  of  the  buildings  of  the 

Institution;  of  this  sum  there  remains  unpaid. 


S4.5S2  03 

$1,200  00 


Giving  a nominal  balance  in  favor  of  the  Institution,  - . §3,382  03 

In  conforrnity  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  February  29, 
1844,  a building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Institution,  has  been  erected! 
and  the  above  balance,  $3,382,  has  been  pledged  to  finish  it,  it  having  been 
estimated  that  that  ainount  will  be  required  to  complete  it  according  to  the 
design.  From  these  statements, the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  will 
perceive  the  absolute  necessity  ol  making  some  provision  for  keeping  the  In- 
stitution in  operation  during  the  present  year,  as  it  is  entirely  desutute  of 
the  means  of  support. 

On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1844,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, entitled,  “,an  act  to  incorporate  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad 
Company,”  approved  2d  March,  1844,  the  corporators  named  in  said  act, 
were  duly  organized  and  accepted  of  the  charter,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  And  on  the  Sih  January,  1845,  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
said  Board,  made  the  following  communication  to  the  President  and  Visiters 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to-wit: 


. “Louisville,  Sl/t  January  1845. 

The  undersigned,  a committee  appointed  by  the  President  and  Managers 
ol  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company,  make  the  following  re. 
port  of  its  condition  and  prospects:  Immediately  after  the  organization  of 
the  Board  ol  Managers,  in  April,  1844,  a thorough  examination  of  the  con- 
dition ol  said  road  was  made.  It  was  lound  that  a large  sum  of  money 
would  be  required  to  place  the  road  in  a condition  to  be  at  all  beneficial  to 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind;  and  it  was,  therefore,  determined,  to  save  from 
loss,  with  the  least  expense,  whatever  belonged  to  said  road;  this  has  been 
effected,  thus  far,  by  letting  said  road  for  the  small  sum  of  sixty  dollars.  We 
are  ol  opinion  that  this  cannot  be  longer  done  than  April  next.  If  we  are 
right  in  this  conjecture,  then  the  iron  rails  must  be  taken  up,  and,  together 
with  the  other  apparatus,  stored  away,  to  protect  them  from  loss,  which 
will  require  an  expenditure  of  money  much  largerthan  the  sum  received. 

J'ery  respectfullv, 

DAVID  L.  BEATTY,  ) ^ 

CII.  J.  CLARKE,  1 

Tn  the  President  and  Managers  nf  the  Ky.  Inst,  for  the  Blind.” 


1 he  funds  entrusted  to  the  Board  of  Visiters  hitherto,  have,  it  is  believed, 
been  expended  in  the  most  judicious  and  economical  manner,  and  valuable 
propert  v has  thus  been  secured  to  the  State,  at  a cost  much  below  its  real 
value.  I he  services  ol  faithlul  officers  have  been  obtained,  and  a flourish- 
ing school,  which  is  an  honor  to  the  Slate,  has  been  kept  in  operation,  at  very 
small  ex[)ense;  and  we  now  commend  all  the  interests  of  the  Institution  to 
the  representatives  of  a generous  and  enlightened  people. 

J he  new  edifice,  though  commodious  and  beautiful,  has  been  built  in  the 
most  economical  manner,  and  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  as  all  admit,  who 
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rcompare  the  cost  of  the  work  with  the  extent  and  character  of  it.  The 
^building  is  96  feet  in  length,  50  feel  in  width,  3 stories  high,  and  contains 
‘.35  rooms,  one  of  which  is  a hall  I'or  concerts,  exhibitions,  etc.  Though  coin- 
ipieto  in  itself,  it  is,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  General  Assenv 
;bly,  so  constructed  that  it  can  hereafter  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  orte 
• or  two  wings,  should  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  ever  require  it. 

We  have  twenty  two  pupils ; a number  as  large  as  the  house  now  occupied 
'will  accommodate.  In  a few  months,  when  the  new  buiding  shall  be  ready 
(for  the  reception  of  the  pupils,  we  shall  considerably  increase  the  number,  by 
rreceiving  others  who  hare  already  applied  f ir  admission,  but  who  cannot  be 
ireceived  at  present,  for  want  of  room.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  any 
tapplicanls  siiould  be  rejected,  as  out  of  about  9,000  white  blind  persons  in 
ithe  United  States,  less  than  400  are  now  enjoying  the  blessings  of  instruc- 
ition  in  the  various  schools  that  have  been  established  for  their  benefit. 

The  health  of  our  pupils  has  continued  to  improve  from  the  opening  of  the 
llnstitution,  in  the  year  lbT2,  to  the  preseni  time  ; they  now  generally  enjoy 
kgood  health,  and  it  is  very  rarely  necessary  to  call  a jihysician.  'J'his  is  pe- 
fxuliarly  gratiliying,  as  the  blind  are  much  more  liable  to  disease  than  seeing 
^persons,  and  most  of  our  pupils  enter  the  Institution  with  constitutions  en- 
id'eebled  by  the  inactive  and  irregular  habits  into  which  they  have  fallen, 
ithrough  the  neglect  or  mistaken  tenderness  of  their  parents,  or  other  persons 
slo  whose  care  they  have  been  entrusted.  The  improvement  in  their  health 
ds  to  be  ascribed,  under  Providence,  to  the  healthy  location  of  the  In- 
stitution ; to  the  skill  and  attention  of  the  attending  physician  ; to  the  clean- 
iliness  that  is  required  of  the  pupils ; to  their  healthy  diet;  to  the  regularity 
lin  the  hours  of  eating,  study,  labor,  amusement,  and  repose,  and  more  espe- 
cially, to  the  careful  and  judicious  physical  training  which  they  receive. 
I.The  officers  of  the  Institution  justly  regard  physical  education  as  scarcely 
dess  valuable  than  intellectual  culture  ; and  consequently,  a considerable  part 
rof  each  day  is  devoted  to  gymnastic  exercises  in  the  open  air,  and  to  handi- 
!;cralt  in  the  shops.  To  the  generous  physicians  in  this  city,  who  have  offer- 
led  their  services  gratuitously,  whenever  the  pupils  need  medical  aid,  vve 
ttenderour  grateful  ackhowledgents. 

The  progress  of  the  pupils  in  their  studies  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
ITheir  improvement  in  reading  affords  us  peculiar  pleasure.  From  the  course 
pursued  with  adult  pupils  in  other  similar  Institutions,  we  were  not  prepared 
<to  expect  that  our  older  pupils  would  learn  to  read  the  embossed  books  with 
nny  facility  ; but  .so  great  have  been  the  efforts  both  of  teachers  and  scholars, 
hhat  all  our  pupils,  with  the  exception  of  one  little  boy,  who  entered  a few 
Ixlays  since,  can  now  read  the  Bible  with  considerable  fluency.  Long  and 
'painful  efforts  have,  in  several  instances,  been  necessary  to  produce  this 
rpleasing  result ; and  often  have  some  of  our  pupils,  notwithstanding  their 
'(earnest  desire  to  learn  to  read,  been  ready  to  yield  to  discouragemetit;  but 
*(timulated  by  their  teachers,  and  by  their  own  thirst  for  knowledge,  they 
diave  returned  to  their  books  with  increased  resolution.  The  dilliculties  have 
rbeea  happily  overcome,  the  Bible  is  no  longer  a sealed  book  to  them,  and 
knoihing  could  now  purchase  from  them  the  privilege  of  reading  with  their 
'(O'vn  lingeis,  that  volume  which  brings  to  light  the  life  of  immortality.  They 
I'justly  prize  the  Bible  very  highly,  for  to  tlie  influence  of  its  precepts  are 
'schools  for  the  blind,  and  all  other  benevolent  institutions,  indebted  for  their 
"existence. 
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We  consider  reading  the  most  important  branch  to  whicli  the  blind  can  j 
attend;  as  it  not  only  ntTords  them,  while  at  school,  profitable  and  ) 
interesting  occupation  for  many  leisure  hours  that  would  otlierwdse  be  mis-  | 
spent,  but  it  will,  more  than  any  other  branch,  be  a means  of  consolation  j 
and  improvement  in  their  lonely  habitations  after  they  leave  the  Institution. 
From  the  success  that  has  hitherto  attended  the  efi’orts  of  our  teachers,  we 
believe  that  if  the  same  attention  be  given  to  the  instruction  of  the  blind  in 
reading,  that  is  usually  devoted  to  the  seeing,  the  progress  of  the  former  will 
generally  be  equal  to  that  of  the  latter. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  for  four  copies  of  the  I 
Book  of  Psalms,  and  one  copy  of  the  entire  Bible,  presented  to  our  indigent  i 
pupils  during  the  last  year.  We  have  been  prevented  from  purchasing  ' 
books,  by  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  and  the  above  men-  i 
tinned  donation  was  therefore  peculiarly  acceptable.  i 

In  Writing,  Spelling,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geography,  English  Grammar,  I 
Latin,  &c.  the  pupils  have  made  creditable  proficiency. 

The  hours  of  study  and  labor  are  arranged  as  follows : i 

At  5 o’clock.  A.  jAI.,  the  pupils  rise  and  prepare  for  school.  i 

Fromfij  to  6a,  they  read  the  ejnbossed  books.  I 

6a  to  75,  Breakfast  and  recreation.  i 

7J  to  8,  Devotional  exercises.  I 

8 to  9,  All  listen  to  the  reading  of  History,  news  of  the  day,  (fcc.  I 

9 to  10,  Writing  and  Arithmetic.  l 

10  to  11,  Vocal  Music.  I 

11  to  12,  Geography  and  English  Language.  i 

12  to  1,  Algebra  and  Arithmetic. 

1 to  2L  Dinner  and  recreation. 

2i  to  5,  Instrumental  Music  and  Handicraft.  | 

5 to  7,  Recreation  and  supper.  ! 

7 to  7i,  Vocal  Music.  ] 

7i  to  8,  Reading.  At  S,  the  younger  pupils  retire  to  rest.  | 

8 to  9L  The  older  pupils  read,  or  prepare  lessons  for  the  ensuing  | 

day.  At  9i  they  retire. 

At  the  end  of  every  hour  in  the  forenoon,  there  is  a short  recess.  . 

The  object  of  education,  however,  is  not  the  cultivation  of  the  Intel- 1 
tellect  alone — it  has  to  do  with  the  moral  powers.  To  cultivate  the  former  j 
is  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  pupil  a powerful  instrument  for  good  or  for  I 
evil;  to  cultivate  the  latter  is  to  enable  him  to  use  that  instrument  aright.  I 
Desirable  as  it  is  that  the  blind  should  possess  well  cultivated  intellectual  i 
powers,  it  is  vastly  more  important  that  they  should  become  useful  and  hap-  I 
py  members  of  society.  The  moral  training  of  the  pupils  requires  the  most  I 
arduous  and  constant  elforts  on  the  part  of  the  officers  ol  the  Institution.  In 
the  intellectual  department,  their  duties  are,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to 
specified  hours, and  to  jiarticularsubjects;  but  in  cultivating  the  morals  and  l 
affections  of  the  pupils,  their  labors  are  unlimited  and  incessant.  The  extent  I 
and  success  of  their  efforts  may  be  less  apparent  in  this  department  than  in 
any  other,  as  they  can  be  duly  appreciated  by  those  only  who  are  aware  ol  1 
the  cruel  indulgence  or  unkind  neglect  which  the  blind  too  frequently  expe-  i 
rience  at  home;  in  consequence  of  which  many  of  them  enter  the  Institu-  I 
tion  destitute  of  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual,  culture. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state  that  a great  change  has  tx'en  effected;  perni-  |l 


cions  habits  have  been  nnidicated,  a love  of  learninj:  has  been  awakened, 
self-reliance  and  self-respect  have  been  greatlv  increased,  conscience  has 
been  improved,  and  a regard  for  the  Bible,  as  the  standard  of  feeling  anti  ac- 
tion, has  been  strengthened.  In  producing  these  ha|)py  results,  a course  of 
lectures  by  the  Dii'ector  has  had  tin  imjiortant  infiuence. 

In  music,  the  improvement  oi  the  piijiils  has  been  great.  They  alreadv 
perlorm  many  dilHcult  pieces  in  a manner  that  would  do  credit  to  any  choir 
inthecity;  and  I'rom  tiie  increased  facilities  we  hope  to  allbrd  them  hereaf- 
ter, we  may  expect  still  more  rapid  progrc.ss  during  the  present  year.  We 
have  recently  secured,  in  the  department  of  Vocal  iMusic,  at  very  small  ex- 
pense, the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Smith,  a graduate  of  Harvard 
I'uiversiiy,  and  formerly  a pupil  in  the  Insiituliou  for  the  Blind  in  Boston. 
He  is  a scientific  musician,  and  ardently  devoted  to  his  i^rofession,  and  liav- 
ing  been  blind  from  inlancy,  he  is  the  belter  (|iialifie(l  to  appreciate  the  diffi- 
culties ol  the  blind,  and  to  adapt  bis  instructions  to  tlicir  jieculiar  wants. 

JIusic  deserves  a prominent  place  in  every  system  of  education,  on  ac- 
count of  its  liappy  influence  on  the  tnond  and  intellectual  powers;  but  it  is 
especially  important  in  tlie  education  of  tlie  blind.  Bxcluded  :is  tliey  are 
from  tile  enjoyments  ol  visible  beauty,  many  of  tlieir  leisure  liours  must  be 
dull  indeed,  unless  they  are  lauglit  to  enliven  tliern  by  music.  Music  is  not, 
however,  merely  a source  of  amusement  to  tlie  blind  ; to  many  of  them,  at 
least,  it  offers  the  best  means  of  gaining  an  lionorable  livelihood,  as  organists, 
as  pianists,  or  as  teachers  of  music.  Our  pupils  take  great  interest  in  this 
branch,  and  ail,  with  one  exception,  receive  instruclion  in  it  daily.  Tliey  do 
not  learn  by  rote,  ns  some  suppose,  but  become  accurately  acipiainted  with 
tlie  principles  and  rules  of  the  science. 

Several  pianos,  and  an  organ,  are  imicli  needed  in  the  Institution ; but 
here  too  we  liave  been  deterred  from  purcliasiiig,  by  the  want  of  means. 
We  trust  the  liberality  of  tlie  Legislature  will  enable  us  to  furnisli  the  blind 
witli  all  needed  aid  in  this  important  branch,  wliicli  more  than  any  other, 
perliaps,  oilers  them  compensation  lor  tlie  loss  of  tlie  lilessings  of  vision. 

The  progress  of  llie  pupils  in  handicraft  lias  been  biglily  creditable.  The 
brushes,  cushioit.s,  mnlresses,  and  fancy  articles,  manufactured  by  tliem,  are 
greatly  amired  by  visiters,  and  give  general  satisfaction  to  piircliasers,  to 
whom  they  are  sold  at  low  prices,  in  order  to  bring  them  into  the  market. 
The  citizens  of  Ijouisville  are  learning,  tliat  by  purchasing  tlie  articles  made 
by  our  pupils,  they  not  only  confer  a favor  on  tlie  blind,  Init  make  a good 
bargain  lor  themselves.  Tlie  female  [lupils  liave  been  taught  by  Mrs. Spoon- 
er, the  matron,  to  make  many  kinds  of  worsted  articles,  wliicbare  liotli  lieauti- 
fiil  and  useful, and  it  is  believed  lliat  tlie  profits  from  ibis  kind  of  work  will  liere- 
afler  be  large,  and  lliai  many  of  the  girls  will  be  able  to  support  themselves  by 
it  alter  they  leave  the  Institution.  Tlie  females  also  prepare  tlie  covers  lor 
ilie  cusliions  and  irialresses,  besides  doing  iiiucii  of  tlie  plain  sewing  for  tlie  In- 
stitution. In  tlie  various  kinds  of  liaiidicraft,  our  pupils,  witli  few  exce|>- 
tioiis,  feel  much  interest,  and  regard  tlie  mecliaiiical  operations  as  a pleas- 
ant  and  valuable  part  of  tlie  regular  scliool  exercises  ; and,  wliile  engaged  in 
lliem.  they  olteii  enliven  their  labors  witli  sprigbtlv  conversation,  and  some- 
times, wlien  tile  nature  of  tlie  work  will  allow  it,  witli  singing.  Tlie  more 
indolent  boys  at  first  manifested  some  repugnance  to  work,  arising,  in  pari, 
Irom  the  erroneous  idea  tliat  manual  labor  lias  something  of  degradation  ne- 
cessarily associated  with  it.  The  oliicers  tiave  taken  great  pains  to  remove 
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this  mistaken  notion  ; and  all  the  pupils  are  required  to  devote  a portion  of 
every  day  to  exercises  so  essential  to  their  present  and  future  well-being; 
for  while  to  many,  the  trades,  thus  acquired,  will  he  the  only  means  of  sup- 
port, to  all,  the  exercisesiii  the  shops  are  necessary,  as  a part  of  physical  edu- 
cation. From  the  happy  influence  of  this  part  of  our  system,  we  cannot 
but  believe  that  schools  for  seeing  pupils  might,  with  great  advantage,  adopt 
a similar  course  with  regard  to  manual  labor. 

The  profits  arising  from  sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  our  pupils  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  Officers  of  the  Ohio  and  Virginia  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  will 
please  accept  our  thanks  for  some  beautiful  specimens  of  brushes  and  worst- 
ed work,  manufactured  by  their  pupils. 

Mr.  Patten,  the  Director  of  our  Institution,  during  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  accepted  an  invitation  to  visit  Indianapo- 
lis with  some  of  the  pupils,  and  gave  exhibitions  before  the  Legislature;  and 
so  great  was  the  interest  awakened,  that  an  appropriation  will  probably  be 
made  for  the  support  of  the  indigent  blind  children  of  that  State. 

Exhibitions  have  also  been  given  in  New  Albany,  la.,  and  in  Covington, 
Maysville,  Nicholasville,  and  Lexington,  in  this  State,  and  much  important 
information  with  respect  to  the  wants  and  capabilities  of  the  blind,  has  in 
this  manner,  been  diffused  among  the  people.  It  is  desirable  that  the  pu- 
pils should  travel  more  extensively  in  Kentucky  during  the  present  year, 
and  thus  make  known  the  munificence  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  character 
and  privileges  of  the  Institution  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  State. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  j 
Blind,  held  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1S45,  the  above  report  was  present-  ; 
ed,  read,  and  adopted.  BRYCE  M.  PATIEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  ]'isilers.  i 


EXTRACTS 


FROM  THE 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BOARD  OF  VISITERS. 

»ha]l,  at  ererjr  monthly  meeting,  designate  one  of  its  members  to  visit  the  Institu- 
tion  every  week  of  the  ensuing  month,  examine  the  School  and  Boarding  House,  ascertain  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  same,  and  report  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 

DIRECTOR. 

The  Institution  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  a Director,  who  shall  reside  in  the  house  will,  the 
pupils,  and  direct  their  studies,  labor,  and  recreation.  He  snail  report  weekly  to  the  Visiter 
apiwinted  for  that  purpose  the  stale  and  progress  of  Ihe  School,  and  make,  fiLi  lime  to  time 
su^  suggestions  as  be  may  think  Ihe  interesis  of  the  Institution  require.  ’ 

theDireaor''^"’  '“bordinate  officers,  shall  be  under  the  general  supei-vision  of 


MATRON. 

rTu^ direction  of  Ihe  Director,  have  charge  ol  Ihe  domestic  concern, 
of  the  Institution.  She  shall  superintend  the  clothing  of  the  pupils,  and  endeavor  to  promo, e 

:r::^en7:nde"t',or  Teachers InZ” 


COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  Academies  for  seeing  children.  ‘ ' 

EXPENSES. 

'Xv-entstohe 


ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

spedrvXVf7he'Boln;‘lfv"il7‘'c:^^^^  " '■■'■‘-"  years  of  age.  unless  by 

rracter.  ^ testimonials  of  unLccptio^ilble Toral 

l'’“t  five  shirts,  two  vests,  two  coats  or  jackets  two 

Chiefs.  z;ai::oV\riro;”hi::,^  i -<<^er. 

parenu  or  Iriends  of  the  pupils,  from  lime  lo  time,  ns  may  be  necessary. 

BENEFICIARIES. 

In!t'uuUon'''yn  mbliZ'n  to^fh"  ^l"’  be  received,  and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the 

magistrate  Of  other  “.  "m  -.‘l‘."'-0'»--nls.  they  must  produce  certificates  from  some 

tuckv  andZtZt  ;-ospoclablec,t,xen,  that  they  are  inhabitauls  of  the  Slate  ol  Keu- 
education.*  ^ ^ ‘beir  pareuU  and  immediate  relatives  ore  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
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The  expenses  of  traveling  and  clothing  must,  in  all  cases,  be  paid  by  the  friends  of  the  pupils, 
as  the  Institution  has  no  funds  lor  these  purposes. 

N.  B.  In  every  case  of  application  for  the  ndmissfon  of  a pupil  into  the  Institution,  answers 
must  be  made  in  writing  to  the  lollowing  questions : 

1.  What  is  the  name  of  the  applicant? 

2.  When  and  where  born? 

3.  What  are  the  names  of  the  parents? 

4.  Arethey  living? 

5.  What  is  the  name  of  the  Post  Office  nearest  to  their  residence? 

G.  What  are  the  pecuniary  circumstances  ol  the  parents  and  relations? 

7.  Is  the  blindness  total? 

8.  If  not,  what  degree  of  vision  remains? 

9.  Mow  was  the  blindness  produced? 

10.  Is  the  applicant  of  good  natural  capacity,  and  free  from  bodily  defects,  and  offensive  and 

infectious  diseases  ? 

11.  Are  there  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relations? 

0::;|J;?=Communieations  respecting  pupils  or  the  Institution,  may  be  addressed  to  “Brvce  M’ 
Patten,  Director  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Ky.’^ 
and  letters  must  be  post  paid. 

(t^The  Institution  is  open  to  the  public  from  10  to  12  o’clock,  every  Saturday  morning. 

The  new  building  is  located  on  Broadway,  between  First  and  Second  Streets. 


EXTRACTS 


FROM  THE 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BOARD  OF  VISITERS. 

The  Board  shall,  at  every  monthly  meeting,  designate  one  of  its  members  to  visit  the  Institu- 
tion every  week  of  the  ensuing  month,  examine  the  School  nnd  Boarding  House,  ascertain  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  same,  and  leporl  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 


The  Institution  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  a Director,  who  shall  reside  in  the  house  with  the  < 
pupils,  and  direct  their  studies,  labor,  and  recrention.  lie  shall  report  weekly  to  the  Visiter 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  the  stale  and  progress  of  the  School,  at»d  make,  from  time  to  lime, 
such  suggestions  os  he  may  think  the  interests  of  the  Institution  require. 

The  teachers,  matron,  and  all  subordinate  oflicers,  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  Director.  , 

MATRON. 

The  Matron  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Director,  have  charge  of  the  domestic  concerns  s 
of  the  Institution.  She  shall  superintend  the  clothing  of  the  pupils,  and  endeavor  to  promote  I 
their  health,  morals,  and  Imppiness ; and  co-operate  with  the  Director  and  Teachers  in  their  gov-  * 
eminent  and  education.  , 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Gcogrnjihy,  English  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  the  higher  branches 
of  Mathematics,  Ancient  and  Modern  Langunges,  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music,  and  other  ' 
branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  Academies  for  seeing  children. 


EXPENSES.  < 

For  board,  washing,  tuition,  music,  books,  and  stationery,  per  year.  Payments  to  be 

made  quarterly  in  advance. 

ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

No  person  can  be  admitted  ns  a pupil,  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  unless  by 
special  vote  of  the  Board  of  Visiters.  Candidates  fijr  admission  must  present  certificates  from 
some  respectable  physician,  of  incurable  blindness,  and  of  freedom  from  epilepsy  and  all  offensive  « 
and  infectious  diseases.  They  must  also  bring  salisfacloiy  testimonials  of  une.xccptionable  moral 
character.  ' 

'I'he  ina'e  pupils  must  be  provided  with  at  least  five  shirts,  two  vests,  two  coats  or  jackets,  two 
pairs  of  pantaloons,  six  pairs  of  socks  or  stockings,  luostocksur  ciavnls,  four  pocket  handker- 
chiefs, two  pail's  of  bools  or  shoes,  all  in  goml  condition. 

*I’he  female  [lupils  must  be  piovidets  with  at  Hast  three  changes  of  garment.  .All  the  articles  of 
clolhing  must  be  maiked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  'i  he  clothing  must  be  renewed  by  the 
parents  or  friends  of  the  pupils,  fiom  time  to  lime,  us  may  be  necessary. 

BENEFICIARIES. 

Indigent  children,  resident  in  the  t^tale,  may  beieceivcd,  and  cducniod  at  the  expense  of  the 
Institution.  In  addition  to  tlic  nbo\c  reijuireinenls,  they  mu.«l  produce  ceitificales  from  some  , 
magisliate  or  other  known  lespecluble  citr/en,  that  they  aie  inhabitants  ot  the  blale  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  their  parents  and  immediate  relatives  are  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tbeir 
education. 
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1.  What  is  the  name  of  the  applicant^ 

•,  * 2.  When  and  where  bornl 

' 3.  What  are  the  names  of  the  parents? 

1 ‘ 1.  Are  they  living? 

5.  What  is  the  name  of  the  Post  Oflice  nearest  to  their  residence? 

6.  Wbatnre  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  patents  and  relations? 

7.  Is  the  blindness  total? 

8.  If  not,  what  degree  of  vision  remains? 

9.  How  was  the  blindness  produced? 

10.  Is  the  applicant  of  good  natural  capacity,  and  free  from  bodily  defects,  and  offensive  and 

infectious  diseases? 

11 . Are  there  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relations?  . 
(j;;^Communications  respecting  pupils  or  the  Institution,  may  be  addressed  to  “Brvce^M. 

Patten,  Director  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Ky.  ’ 
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son  THE  YEAR  1S40. 


FRANKFORT,  KY: 

*•  O.  HODGES-^STATE  FRITTER' 
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BRYCK  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M. 
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OTIS  PATTEN, 
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MRS.  SUSAN  M.  VAN  DEMAN, 
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BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


HON.  Wn.T.IAM  F.  nUI.T.OCK,  President.  - 
WH.LIAIM  RICIIAKDSON,  Treasurer. 
JOHN  I.  .lACOli.  . - - - 

SAMUIH,  CASSEDAY, 

THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

JAMES  PR:KETT,  . - - - 

EDWARD  JARVIS,  . - - - 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

GEORGE  W.  BRL'SH, 

CHARLES  J.  Gl.ARKE,  - 
GARNET  DUNCAN,  . - - - 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY, 

WM.  P’.  PET’JT']',  - - - - 


Time  of  first 
a|)l)oiiitinent. 


1843, 

184.1, 
1843, 
1843, 
1813, 
1843, 
1843, 
1843, 
1813, 
1843, 
l.<13, 

184.1, 
1846, 


Time  of  re* 
signation. 


1846. 


1843. 

184.3. 

1843. 

1845. 

1843. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Sterctary. 


•> 

«> 


CATALOCi  UK  OF  I’UI-’ILS. 


NA.MKS,  MALKS. 


RESIDENCK. 


Jolin  A.  Alctcalfc, 
Francis  U'.  Ivatliirc, 
Jonathan  Sanshcrry,* 
Samuel  N.  Seay, 

I’carcy  Price,* 

William  Love,* 

Owen  Waters,  - 
AVilliain  II.  Bartlett, 
John  Sccarcc,* 

John  Richardson,*  - 
W'alkcr  lliilctt, 

Thomas  Deboe, 

Robert  B.  tirecn, 
Thomas  W.  Masterson,* 
Albert  R.  Armstrong, 
Joseph  Simonis, 

William  Dickson, 

David  A.  White.*  - 
A\'illiam  E.  Rend,  - 
Lorenzo  T.  Tucker, 
James  Tucker,  - 
James  M.  Heady, 
Thomas  W.  Nevil,  - 
Swebston  Banghan,  - 
Isaac  M.  Easley, 
*Dismisscd. 


Louisville. 

Daviess  county. 
Jeli'erson  county. 

W ashington  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Maysvillc. 

Versailles. 

'Woodford  county. 
Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Jessamine  county. 
Louisville. 

Lexington, 

I iMonigomery  county. 

I Louisville. 

I Jefre  rson  county. 

Bullitt  comity. 

Ohio  county,  la. 
Jackson  county,  la. 
Jackson  county,  la. 
Spencer  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Bullitt  county. 
Montgomery  county,  la. 


NAMES,  FEMALES, 


Sarah  J.  Clarke, 
Araminta  A.  Hodge, 
Elvessa  J.  Ruth, 

Sarah  J.  Laud,* 

Mary  A.  Gibson, 
Louisa  Levi,  - 
Mary  Ogden,  - 
Mary  P.  Bartlett, 
Catherine  J.  Eastin, 
Mary  A.  Mitchell,  - 
Joanna  Diamond, 
Melissa  Kendall,* 
Nancy  E.  I'lmmons,  - 
Mary  A.  King,* 
Eveline  Van  Vechten, 
Mary  J.  Green, 

*Dismi8scd. 


RESIDENCE. 


JefTcrson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Versailles. 

Richmond. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Lexington. 

Grant  county. 
Clarke  county,  la. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
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ADiMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director;  but  no  person 
who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  can  be  admitted  without  a special 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must  present 
certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  incurable  blindness,  and  of  free- 
dorn  from  all  olfensive  and  infectious  diseases  ; and  they  must  furnish  satisfactory 
testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence,  and  Post  Office  address 
of  the  applicant;  the  year,  month,  day,  and  place  of  his  birth;  the  names  of  his 
parents,  and  whether  they  are  living;  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  parents 
or  other  relations  who  have  the  care  of  the  applicant;  at  what  age  and  by  what 
means  the  blindness  was  |)roduced;  whether  it  is  total;  and  whether  there  are 
other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children  resident  in  this  State,  will  be  received  and  educated  at  the 
e.xpenseof  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements,  they  must  fur- 
nish certificates  from  some  magistrate  or  other  well  known  respectable  citizen, 
that  they  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  that  their  parents  and  immediate  re- 
lations are  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  education. 

Both  State  and  paying  pupils,  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply  of  com- 
fortable clothing,  which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  renew- 
ed from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Traveling  expenses  to  and  from  the 
Institution,  must  also  be  paid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends. 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences(on  the  15th  day  of  July,  and  closes  on 
the  20th  of  September.  It  is  important  that  pupilsshould  be  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return  to  their  homes  and 
spend  the  vacation  among  their  friends. 


ANNUAL  EXPENSES  FOR  PAYING  PUPILS. 

For  board,  tuition,  washing,  books  and  stationery,  and  music,  one  hundred  dollars. 
Payments  must  be  paid  quarterly,  in  advance.  If  a pupil  remains  at  the  Institu- 
tion during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  $20  is  made. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Eng- 
lish Grammar  and  Composition,  Rhetoric,  Logic,  Ancient  and  Modern  Languages, 
Natural,  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,  History,  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Vocal  and 
Instrumental  Music,  and  various  kinds  of  handicraft. 


ANNUAL  REPURT 


TO  TlJE 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

onJ'rf  rimern.S  iSv  Wrr 

last  annual  report,  that'^all  who  h'avc  cvcH^cVZL!  «1 'Srthc^'l^uU^ 
pupUs,  arc  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  hcaltK  r g et  o be  under' Urn 

iiiipigiSi 

loss.  She  nr.«P^°*  I rr^  ‘^^TC''‘cnced  no  ordinary 

offiS' 

circle^rrStirai’ otrer'fS  interesting 

hv  thr.  I r k othei  “ lends,  and  come  among  strangers,  induenced  sole! V 
aLod  Z H o unfortunate  blind.  Her  benevolent  hopes  wereS 

,’•  ‘ hough  the  saenhees  she  made  were  groat,  they  were  small  in  her 
w^dailv’  TU'",  ^ntisfaction  derived  from  the  assurance  that  Se 

havinir  y “"5'  '‘Stilly  promoting  the  happiness  and  improvement  of  those  who 

aSn  ■Srh^r"';"!  r -armost  gratitude  and 

inieroct  ’ 1 Institution  she  was  a most  faithful  ofTicer,  over  regardino-  its 

iSclS  iirhcaitb  ■ ']  P"P'‘’’  'levotcdness  was  unlLifcd“as  a 

ees  tr  nalth,  a nurse  in  sickness,  and  a guide  and  friend  in  all  circumstan 

cra'snd"n‘’t'?  nP  pupils  and  the  Institution  have 

thf^’  ^ ’•eniembranco  of  her  many  virtues  will  not  easily  be  erased  from 

th%r:  Mmd  Lrc^^hi: 

Deprived  thus  suddenly,  of  a matron  so  eminently  qualified  for  the  office  wo 
rufinbr'’’’''^^®""'''®  not  be  able,  without  much  delay,  to  find  a 

ta  e satisfaction  to  be  ebS  to 

yelrs  fil  erthrsare'T  P>eman,  who,  for  several 

y , '^P/he  same  office  in  the  Ohio  Institution  for  the  Blind  Airs  Vnii-I)'> 

regara  ner  a woithy  successor  of  Mrs.  Spooner. 

for  the  continued  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  pupils  our  grateful  ac- 

AfI/cL.r.E»lS. 

of  skillful  nhv«ioiIn  ^ nncommon  sickly  summer,  but  iho  efforts 

.skiilfii!  physicians  and  faithful  and  experienced  nurses,  have,  with  the  blowing 
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of  Providence,  been  instrumenlul  in  restoring  all  to  liealtb  ; and  never,  perhaps, 
during  the  existence  of  the  Institution,  have  the  pupils  been  so  free  from  disease 
as  at  ?he  present  time  ; and  hereby  additional  proof  is  afforded,  that  the  course 
of  training  pursued  in  the  Institution  is  promotivo  of  the  physical,  no  less  than 

the  moral 'and  intclloclual  health  of  the  pupils.  ^ ^ , r , „ 

Wc  cannot,  in  this  connection,  refrain  trom  again  expressing  our  giatcful  sense 
ofthevnauv  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  generous  |)hysicians  ot  the  city,  who 
ha-ci-rdered  gratuitous  professional  services  whenever  the  pupils  necked 

Seal  aid.  l^r  nearly  five  years  our  pupils,  have,  whenever  medical  attend- 
ance was  necessary,  recedved  the  attentions  of  the  best  physicians  ol  ‘ 
as  vet  not  a dollar  has  been  paid  or  demanded  lor  such  services.  I or  the  fimt 
three  vears  of  the  existence  of  the  Institution  this  important  service  was  rendered 
ahnost  oxclusive'^y  by  Dr.  Bell,  to  whom,  for  this  as  well  as  many  other  favors, 

the  Institution  is  under  heavy  obligations.  .,nrl  re- 

To  secure  to  the  pupils,  at  all  times,  the  attentions  of  an  cxpenenced  and  re 
snonsible  nurse,  as  well  as  to  relievo  the  matron  from  some  of  her  many  oncr- 

ous  duties,  wc  have  during  the  year  appointed  Mrs.  Pans,  a lady  of  extiaord - 

mvv  fitness  for  the  place,  assistant  matron.  , „ 

‘ A^t  the  commencement  of  the  year  just  terminated,  the  number  of 
twenty  four.  During  the  year  seven  have  been  honorably  discharged,  Shiite 
have  been  admitted,  and  one  has  been  restored,  making  the  present  numbe 

^Of  lheTc,  twenty  one  arc  received  as  beneficiaries  of  the  State,  under  the  act 
of  tL  General  Assembly,  approved  February  8,  1846.  As  the  amonm  to  be 
drawn  for  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  is  limited  to  t»  o l.iousand  fi 
huTdred  dollars,  annually,  il  will  be  seen  that  wo  have  now  the  largest  numbe 
of  nunlls  nrovided  for  by  law.  Others  have  applied  for  .admission,  but  as 
cLld  not’ receive  them  without  involving  the  Institution  in  debt,  or  e'>eroaehu^„^ 
on  the  fund  set  apart  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  l^t  session,  foi  1 
rhase  of  books,  apparatus,  instruments,  we  thought  it  ad\ii.able  to  1 P 
Sum.,  witrrespeilt'  those  applicants,  in  the  hope  that  p-mral  Assem  y won  , 
at  the  present  session,  authorize  us  to  receive  them.  It  seems  impolitic,  and  in 
deed  unjust,  to  reject  any  applicant  resident  m tins  State,  of  suitable  a^c  an  ca- 
pacity, and  we  do  therefore  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  afoie- 

S net  for  the  benefit  of  the  iLstitution,  approved  b^b  KenUir'who 

as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions,  all  the  indigent  blind  children  of  Konhicky,  ho 
have  applied,  or  who  may  hereafter  apply  lor  admission.  The  petition  o yor 
tion  of  the  blind  children  of  the  State  has  been  heard  and  granted,  and  are 
novv  enjoying  the  blessings  of  instruction,  in  the  Institution  established  and  us- 
tained  by  the  munificence  of  the  State;  and  now  others  who  have  claims  “o,  css 
stroim,  look  with  the  hope  to  the  Legislature,  and  ask  that  they  may  bo  permitted 
m panicipatc  in  the  privileges  now  exclusively  enjoyed  by  their  more  favored 
fel  ows;  Lil  we  feel  confident  that  Kentucky,  so  famed  throng bout  the  "o.'  W ^ 
hcXnorosity,  will  not  bo  wanting  in  justice  to  her  own  iinlortiinate  children 
WhUc  other  lid  younger  States  arc  gaining  renown  by  their  ^ 

behalf  of  the  blind,  and  oilier  unfortunate  classes,  Kcntuck>  surclv  will  not 
coLont  to  be  Ihr  behind.  Her  benevolent  institutions  have  already  done  her 
honor  and  fostered  by  the  representatives  of  an  cnlighlcneil,  generous,  and  jusv 
people’  they  will,  wc  trust,  conlinim  to  shed  imperishable  liislie  on  hci  an  i . i . 

I may  be  proper  to  slate,  that  during  tlic  last  two  years  iberc  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  Slate,  a sum  less  by  one  hUy  'I'ree  del- 

Urq  ilinii  that  contcmi)latccl  iu  the  act  ol  I'cbruarv  o,  lo-lo. 

‘”o’r  mi  r U Us  who  'arc  not  beneficiaries  of  tl.L  State,  four  pay  their  ovvn  «-  j 

pensos,  onci  is  sustained  by  the  Poydras  Female  Orphan  Asylum 

ind  live  are  supported  by  tlie  State  of  Indiana.  In,a  former  report  it  was  staled  | 
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ihat  Mr.  Patten,  the  Director  of  our  Institution,  haii  visited  Indianapolis  with 
some  of  his  pupils,  and  given  e.xhibitions  of  their  attainments  before  the  Degisla- 
turo  of  that  State.  As  the  result  ol  that  visit,  jirovision  was  nindo  for  the  edu- 
cation of  a portion  of  the  blind  youth  of  Indiana,  and  five  have  been  placed  in 
our  Institution  during  the  last  year,  as  beneficiaries  of  that  State. 

The  amounts  received  from  paying  pu])ils,  during  the  la.st  year,  have  been  as 
follows  : — From  .Mary  A.  .Mitchell,  for  18d0  anil  1815,  in  jiart,  .SGOd  j from  James 
.M.  Heady,  Thomas  lleboe,  William  F.  Read,  Nancy  Fmmons,  I,orenzo  T. 
Tucker,  James  A.  Tucker,  for  part  of  1840,  S50  each,  S300;  from  \Villiam  H. 
Bartlett  and  Mary  P.  Bartlett,  SlOO  each,  8200.  Total,  from  jiaying,  $704. 
From  several  of  those  pupils  there  will  shortly  be  duo  S300. 

Several  of  the  pujiils  who  have  been  discharged  in  the  Inst  year,  had  been  in 
the  school  but  a short  lime,  and  from  age,  or  want  of  capacity,  gave  little  promise 
of  being  much  benefited  by  a longer  continuance  in  the  InstituUon.  And  here  it 
may  be  well  to  repeat  what  has  been  heretofore  stated,  that  the  Institution  is 
strictly  a school  for  the  education  of  blind  youth  of  good  mental  capacity,  and 
not  an  asylum  for  the  old  or  imbecile,  for  whom  suitable  asylums  should  be,  and 
are  elsewhere  provided,  as  they  can  derive  but  little  advantage  from  associating 
with  the  young  and  active,  while  the  latter  may  suller  immensely  from  such  ns.so- 
ciation.  We,  therefore,  urge  upon  all  friends  of  the  blind,  who  may  apply  for 
the  admission  of  pupils  into  the  Institution,  the  importance  of  making  known,  as 
far  as  may  be,  the  mental  capacity,  character,  and  habits  of  each  candidate.  By 
care,  in  this  respect,  the  c.vpensss  of  fitting  out  and  transporting  children  to  the 
Institution  may,  perhaps,  in  some  instances  be  avoided.  Nor  can  we  too  earnestly 
press  the  importance  of  sending  pujiils  at  an  early  age.  The  circumstances  by 
which  the  blind  are  too  frequently  surrounded  at  home,  are  exceedingly  unfavor- 
able to  mental,  moral,  and  physical  improvement  ; and  the  irrost  serious  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  olficors  of  our  Institution  have  to  contend,  had  their  origin  in 
the  early  homos  of  the  pupils,  where  untaught,  if  not  uncarctl  for,  they  passed 
their  childhood,  and,  in  some  cases,  their  youth.  The  nobler  powers,  neglected, 
go  to  decay,  while  the  lower  iacultics,  without  culture,  increase  in  strength — the 
proper  balance  of  the  mind,  destroyed,  is  with  the  utmost  ditficulty  restored;  and 
not  only  the  school  days,  but  the  entire  life  may  be  wa.sted  in  unavailing  attempts 
to  restore  to  their  appropriate  place,  passion  and  reason  and  conscience.  If  the 
consequences  are  conlined  to  the  unibrtunatc  individuals,  the  evil  is  less,  but, 
placed  in  a school,  they  exert  a most  unfavorable  influence  on  all  their  fellow 
pupils.  A proper  regaril,  therefore,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  and  the 
Institution,  makes  it  incumbent  on  us  to  scrutinize  very  carefully  the  character  of 
every  candidate  for  admission. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  two  pupils  who  were  dismissed,  in  1845, 
for  disorderly  conduct,  hive,  within  the  last  year,  confessed  their  errors  to  the 
officers  of  the  Institution,  and  applied  for  re-admission.  In  the  case  of  one  of 
these  young  men,  the  evidences  of  reformation  were  so  satisfactory,  that  he  has, 
at  the  urgent  petition  of  his  father  and  himself,  been  received  on  probation;  and 
so  far,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  influence  of  his  dismission  will  be 
most  salutary  on  his  conduct  and  character  through  life.  In  the  case  of  the  other, 
the  application  for  re-admission  was  made  but  recently,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, as  gave  less  ground  to  believe  that  there  was  a thorough  reformation. 

By  an  .act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  February  23,  1846,  the  sum  of 
83,500  was  appropriated  to  the  Institution,  a part  of  which  w.as  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Institution  ; and  the  balance  to  the  pu  rchnse  of  a 
suitable  library,  apparatus,  instruments,  and  the  erection  of  the  necessarv  im- 
provements, for  the  use  of  the  Institution;  and  it  was  by  said  act  made  the  duty 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  report  to  the  General  .Assembly  the  manner  of  the 
application  of  the  fund,  with  a complete  list  of  the  books,  apparatus,  and  instru- 
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merits,  purchased  by  virtue  of  said  act,  with  tlie  prices  thereof.  In  accordance 
with  the  requisitions  of  said  act,  we  report  as  follows : 


The  amount  of  the  appropriation  has  been  received. 
Of  this  sum,  there  has  been  applied  to  the  extinction  of 


the  debts,  _ ,S  1,662  SO 

For  the  erection  of  stable,  • . 350  qq 

Grading,  paving,  and  other  improvements,  - - 282  93 

For  piano  forte, 150  00 

For  books,  and  school  apparatus,  ....  207  50 

Freight  and  charges  on  same,  and  boxes,  - . . 33  44 


8 3,500  00 


2,686  37 


Leaving  a balance  of  - - 8 813  63 

to  be  expended  during  the  coming  year,  in  musical  instruments,  maps,  globes, 
and  other  apparatus  and  improvements,  which  arc  greatly  needed,  but  which 
could  not  be  furnished  the  last  year,  as  the  second  instalment  of  the  above  ap- 
propriation was  not  received  until  the  present  month. 

Below,  we  give  a list  of  the  books,  &c.,  purchased  and  presented  during  the 
last  year,  as  well  as  of  those  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  that  year. 


LIST  OF  BOOKS,  APPARATUS,  Ac,  PURCH.ASED  IN  1846. 


1 1 metallc  slate  frames,  type,  &c., 

. 

8 37 

00 

2 doz.  writing  cards, 

. 

. 

1 

so 

Freight,  boxes,  and  other  charges  on  books,  &c.. 

- 

- 

33 

44 

No. 

of  copies. 

No.  of  vols.  Price. 

The  Bible,  ..... 

3 

24 

860 

00 

New  Testament,  .... 

9 

18 

45 

00 

English  Reader,  .... 

1 

2 

4 

00 

Lardner’s  History,  .... 

1 

3 

9 

00 

Natural  Philosophy,  .... 

1 

1 

2 

00 

Natural  History,  . . , . 

2 

0 

6 

50 

Cyclopedia,  ..... 

1 

2 

6 

00 

Constitution  of  the  United  States, 

6 

6 

4 

50 

Atlas  of  the  United  States, 

1 

1 

2 

00 

Blind  Child’s  First  Book, 

12 

12 

9 

00 

Blind  Child’s  Second  Book,  ... 

6 

6 

4 

50 

Principles  of  Arithmetic,  ... 

Pierce’s  Geometry,  .... 

1 

1 

1 

00 

'2 

2 

3 

50 

Harvey  Boys,  ..... 

1 

1 

1 

00 

Life  of  Mclancthon,  .... 

2 

2 

2 

00 

Pilgrim’s  Progress,  .... 

2 

2 

5 

00 

Baxter’s  Call,  ..... 

Classical  Dictionary,  (common  print,) 

1 

I 

1 

50 

- 

0 

00 

Book  of  Nature,  (common  print,) 

. 

- 

SO 

Smillie’s  Philosophy  of  Natural  History,  (common  print. 

- 

- 

1 

00 

Number  of  embossed  volumes  purchased  in  1846,  86, 

. 

. 

8240 

94 

One  Piano  Forte,  .... 

- 

- 

150 

00 

Cost  of  books,  instruments,  &c.,  in  the  year  1846, 

- 

- 

$390 

94 
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LIST  OF  COOKS,  ic.,  ON  HAND  JANUARY, 


Tlio  Bible, 

Book  of  I’salms, 

Book  of  Proverbs, 

Kiitb  and  Esther,  - 
Guide  to  Spelling, 

Select  Library, 

English  Graimnar, 

Howe’s  Geography, 

Atlas  of  the  United  States, 
General  Atlas, 

Atlas  of  the  Islands, 
Student’s  Magazine, 

Viri  Koma;, 

Book  of  Diagrams, 


laic. 

No,  copies. 
2 
0 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Total,  - - . . 

5 Slate  Frames  and  Types, 

1 iMap  of  the  \\^orld, 

1 Map  of  North  America, 

1 Map  of  the  United  States, 

1 Map  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
1 I\Iap  of  Europe, 


1 IVIap  of  Asia, 

1 Map  of  Africa, 

I Map  of  South  America, 
8 W riting  Cards, 

1 Printing  Box, 

1 Piano  Forte. 


No.  vole. 
IG 
6 
1 
1 

3 

4 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
I 
1 

40 


In  addition  to  the  books  purchased  during  the  year,  wo  have  received  from  th 
American  Bible  Society,  for  the  use  of  indigent  pupils,  the  very  valuable  an 
acceptable  donation  ol  four  copies  of  the  Bible,  making  our  entire  number  o 
volumes  jirintcd  in  raised  letters,  158. 

For  the  repeated  instances  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  American  Bible  So- 
cicty,  we  tender  our  most  grateful  acknowlodgonicnLs. 

In  a former  report,  it  was  stated  that  this  Society  had,  at  an  expense  of  nearly 
ten  thousand  dollars,  prepared  stereotyped  plates  for  the  Bible  in  raised  letters. 
Until  recently,  the  printing  of  this  work  was  done  on  the  jilatcs  of  the  Society, 
nt  the  1 Iitssachiisetts  Institution  for  the  Blind,  where  presses  of  a pceuliar  kind, 
manufactured  expressly  for  printing  books  for  the  blind,  wore  established;  anc 
It  was  believed  that  such  printing  could  not  be  done  in  ordinary  presses.  The 
managers  ol  the  Society,  however,  have  recently  ascertained  by  experiment  that, 
by  means  of  steam  presses,  such  as  they  use  in  ordinary  printing,  they  can  ob- 
tain  as  good  impressions  as  on  the  Boston  presses,  and  with  much  greater  rapklitr. 

liead)(  a considerable  number  of  copies  of  the  Bible  have  been  printed  by  the 
society  on  one  of  their  presses,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  hereafter  the  blind 
will  iiot,  as  heretofore,  be  obliged  to  wait  long  months  for  a copy  of  the  word  of 
lilc,  but  that  whenever  they  or  their  friends  can  furnish  the  mere  cost  of  the 
Work,  they  will  be  readily  supplied.  A valuable  imjirovemcnt  in  binding  books 
or  the  blind  has  recently  been  made  by  Mr.  Schoals,  the  intelligent  binder  in 
the  employment  of  tlie  society.  All  the  Bibles  received  at  our  Institution  the 
stv^l  "^*^**^  ]»rinted  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  and  bound  in  the  imjiroved 

We  have  also  received  from  several  friends  of  the  blind  180  volumes  of  books 
printed  in  the  ordinary  manner,  which  are  road  by  one  of  the  officers  to  the  pu- 
*‘''0  *it)t  otherwise  engaged.  These  books  form  an  im[)ortnnt  part 
o the  library  of  the  Institution,  the  iiumbcr  of  books  in  raised  letters  bi'ing  very 
Small;  and  similar  donations  will  nt  all  times  bo  most  thankfully  received,  espe- 
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daily  ns  we  do  not  feel  authorized  to  expend  any  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books.  For  most  of  the  above  named  180  volumes  the 
Institution  is  indebted  to  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  to  the  Misses  C.  II.  I. 
and  .1.  Jones,  of  Penn  A an,  N.  "V . 

The  entire  receipts  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1847, 


have  arisen  from  the  following  sources: 

Balance  in  cash  from  account  of  preceding  year. 

$267  28 

State  appropriation  in  1846, 

- 

3,600  00 

From  State,  for  beneficiaries. 

- 

2,081  66 

From  paying  pupils,  .... 

- 

704  00 

Sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  pupils. 

- 

211  29 

Donation  by  Dr.  D.  Drake, 

- 

50  00 

Donations  by  several  individuals. 

• 

28  10 

Total,  ..... 

- 

- 

$6,842  33 

The  entire  expenditures  for  tlie  same  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

For  books,  apparatus,  improvements,  and  payment  of 

debt,  as  above,  - - - - - $ 2,686  37 

For  salaries,  ......  1,529  85 

For  wages  of  servants,  ....  374  60 

For  provisions,  furniture,  fuel,  provender,  rent  of  store 
and  piano,  materials  for  work-shop,  clothing  of  indigent 
pupils,  medicines,  advertising,  discount,  interest  and 
insurance,  &c.,  .....  1,639  71 

86,230  63 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Institution, 


$611  80 


which,  together  with  a portion  of  that  duo  from  paying  pupils,  it  is  proposed  to 
expend  during  the  present  year  in  books,  apparatus,  and  improvements,  as  may 
be  necessary. 

To  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  present  year,  wo  must  depend  on  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  paying  pupils,  and  by  the  State  for  beneficiaries. 

No  income  has  been  received  the  last  year  from  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Railroad  Company,  the  road  remaining  in  the  same  condition  as  was  slated  in  our 
last  annual  report. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  the  pupils  continue  to  make  commendable  pro- 
gress; and,  as  in  former  years,  the  income  of  the  department  exceeds  its  expen- 
ses, as  may  bo  seen  from  the  following  statement : 


To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1846, 
To  value  of  unmanufacUirod  stock,  - - - - 

To  cost  of  raw  materials,  tools,  and  rent  of  store. 

To  amount  paid  pupils  for  extra  work. 


By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1847, 
By  value  of  unmanufactured  slock,  . . - - 

By  sales  during  the  year  1846, 


Dr. 

$ 70  71 
174  54 
267  06 
57  18 


Cr. 

$ 126  67 
256  00 
211  29 


$ 669  49 


693  86 


Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  department  of 


$ 24  37 
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It  being  imprncticablo  to  retain  the  salcs-room  mentioned  in  our  last  report, 
without  i>aying  a much  larger  rent  tlian  was  anticipated,  it  was  relinquished  in 
August  last;  since  wliich  time  the  sales  have  been  materially  diminished.  Tlie 
same  incchanicat  branches  have  been  pursued  ns  in  former  years,  witii  the  addi- 
tion of  cane  work,  which  is  found  to  bo  a suitable  branch  for  the  blind.  We  hope 
to  give  increased  interest  to  this  department  during  the  coming  year,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  a mechanical  tcaclicr,  and  the  introduction  of  some  other  branches  of 
labor. 

The  interest  of  the  pupils,  in  their  studies,  continues  to  increase  from  year  to 
year.  The  same  system  and  studies  have  been  pursued  as  in  former  years,  with 
the  addition  of  Natural  History,  the  French  Language,  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  state  of  the  school  exhibits,  at  all  times,  the  most  gratifying 
evidences  of  industry  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  of  ability  and  faithfulness  on 
the  part  of  the  officers. 

From  a review  of  the  history  of  this  ard  similar  Institutions,  in  our  own  and 
other  countries,  we  may  safely  say  that  no  other  is,  in  proportion  to  its  pecunia- 
ry means,  accomplishing  more  for  the  Blind. 

In  addition  to  the  stated  duties  of  the  school,  the  pupils  have,  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, formed  Literary,  Musical  and  Temperance  Societies,  the  members  of  which 
meet  frequently  and  engage  in  such  exercises  as  tend,  no  less  than  their  ordinary 
studies,  to  prepare  them  for  future  usefulness  and  happiness. 

In  conclusion,  we  commend  the  interests  of  the  school  and  of  the  Blind  of  the 
State,  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  that  ever  kind  and  wise  Being,  who  has 
hitherto  blessed  the  Institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Ed- 
ucation of  the  Blind,  held  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1847,  the  above  report 
was  presented,  read  and  adopted. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

Secreiary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 


COMPOSITIONS  BY  THE  PUPILS. 


TO  FRIENDSHIP. 

Hail,  Friendsliip  ! mother  of  all  social  joy, 

True  source  of  happiness  without  alloy. 

Thou  foe  to  prifle,  and  comfort  of  the  ))Oor, 
Within  thy  circle  all  is  chaste  and  pure. 

Sweet  is  thy  influence,  given  to  sooth  mankind, 
To  cheer,  illume,  and  elevate  the  mind; 

'I'hinc  is  the  power  to  link  each  kindred  heart, 
Rid  from  the  breast  each  jealousy  <leport, 

Kxert  o’er  man  u mild  and  gentle  sway, 

And  lend  him  in  a pure  exalted  way. 

Thine  is  the  stream  whose  genial  currents  bear, 
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!Balm  for  each  wound,  a solace  for  each  care. 

Ol),  Friendship  ! heavenly  messenger  of  peace. 
Where  thou  begirinest,  corrupting  discords  cease ; 
Malice  and  envy  seek  their  hiding  place. 

Fell  treachery  withdraws  her  impious  face; 

The  rancor  of  impotent  spleen  no  more, 

The  right  of  humble  merit  tramples  o'er ; 

But  men,  with  one  accord,  unite  to  share 
Each  other’s  joys,  each  other’s  ills  to  bear. 


SERENADE, 

Sun^  hy  four  of  the  pupils  at  the  door  af  ilie  Director's  room^  at  3 o^clockj  A.  3f.  Janu- 
ary 1,  1847. 

WORDS  BT  FRANCIS  W.  RATLIFFE. 

Awake ! for  the  song  of  a merry  band 
Should  never  be  lost  on  a slumbering  ear; 

Awake!  for  Old  Time,  with  a noiseless  hand, 

Hath  stolen  away  another  year. 

When  Spring  tripped  along  with  Iier  youthful  train, 

Rejoicing  the  wild  wood  with  mirth  and  song, 

Old  Time  the  fair  nymph  to  his  wheels  did  chain, 

And  bear  her  away  with  her  gladsome  throng. 

When  Summer  appeared,  in  her  glorious  form, 

With  clustering  bmvers  and  zephyrs  light. 

Old  Time  on  his  wings  bore  the  Autumn  storm 
To  breath  a cold  blast,  and  her  loved  ones  blight. 

Nor  Autumn  remains; — for  Old  Time  rolled  on, 

Fierce  Winter  has  come  with  its  frost  and  snow. 

The  forest  is  stripped,  and  the  song-birds  gone. 

Now,  ice-bound,  the  streams  have  ceased  to  flow. 

Awake!  let  us  laugh  at  the  raging  winds. 

And  mock  the  mad  storms  that  so  rudely  blow; 

And  say  to  old  Winter,  that  cheerful  minds 
Dread  not  his  fierce  chilling  winds  and  snow. 

Awake!  we  have  come,  in  the  spirit  of  love, 

7'o  wish  you  a happy — a happy  New  Year; 

Awake ! for  those  lamps,  brightly  shining  above, 

Must  fade  ere  the  rosy  morn  appear. 
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OFFICERS  OP  THE  INSTITDTIOIV. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIRECTOR  AND  PRINICIFAL  TEACHER. 

OTIS  PATTEN, 

TEACH  E». 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH,  A.  B., 

teacher  or  Htiuc. 

MRS.  MARY  H.  PARIS, 

ACTiNo  Matron. 

WILLIAM  D.  GOTSHALL, 

TEACHER  OP  HANDICRAPT. 

R.  C.  HEWITT,  M.  D., 

rUVSICIAN. 


BOARD  OF  VISITORS: 


HON.  WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,  Prendenl 
SAMUEL  CAS.SEDAY, 

THEODORE  S-  BELL,  M D 
CHARLES  J.  CLARKE, 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY.  D.  D.. 
WILLIAM  F.  PETTIT. 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  Treaturtr. 
BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Seeretarv. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 


NAMES,  MALES. 


RESIDENCE. 


Francis  W.  Ralliffe,*  - 
William  A.  Barllell, 
Jonathan  Sansberry, 

Samuel  N.  Seay,  - 
Pearcy  Price, 

Owen  Waters, 

Walker  Hulett,  - 
Thomas  Deboe,  - 
Robert  B.  Green, - 
Albert  R.  Armstrong,  - 
William  Dickson, 

Swebston  Baughan, 

John  A.  xMetcalfe, 

Robert  N.  Bradley, 

Melville  Malcom, 

Daniel  J.  Lyons, 

Walter  Robertson, 

James  R.  Golloday, 

Richard  P.  Diamond,  - 
William  E.  Read,]] 

Lorenzo  T.  Tucker,l| 

James  A.  Tucker,|| 

Isaac  M.  Easley, II 
George  M.  Knighton, ||  - 
Joseph  Simonis,t 
Thomas  W.  Nevikf 
James  M.  Heady,! 

NAMES,  FEMALES. 


Daviess  county. 
Versailles. 

Jefferson  county. 
Washington  county. 
Louisville. 

Maysville. 

Lexington. 

Jessamine  county. 
Louisville. 

Montgomery  county. 
Jefferson  county. 

Bullitt  county. 

Louisville. 

Scott  county. 
Georgetown. 

Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

Trigg  county. 

Lexington. 

Ohio  county,  la. 

Jackson  county, la. 
Jackson  county, la. 
Montgomery  county,  la. 
Bowlinggreen,  la. 
Louisville. 

Henderson  county. 
Spencer  county. 

RESIDENCE. 


Mary  P.  Bartlett,* 
Sarah  J.  Clarke, 
Araminta  A.  Hodge, 
Elvessa  J.  Ruth, 
Mary  A.  Gibson, 
Mary  Ogden, 
Catharine  J.  Eastin, 
Mary  A.  Mitchell, 
Joanna  Diamond, 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Mary  J.  Green,  - 
Rachael  M.  Davis, 
Martha  J.  Arnold, 
Sallie  Smith, 
Rosanna  Sercy,  - 
Eliza  Kinnear,!!  - 
Louisa  Levi,t 


Versailles. 

Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Richmond. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Lexington. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 
Taylorsville. 
Anderson  county. 
Lincoln  county. 
Anderson  county, 
Jefferson  county,  la. 
Louisville. 


• Honorably  diicharged. 


|]  Returned  to  Indiana. 


t Diicootinued. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director;  but  no 
person  who  is  under  six  or  over  filteen  yeais  of  ago,  can  be  admitted  without 
a special  vote  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  incurable  blindness, 
and  of  freedom  from  all  oli’ensive  and  infectious  diseases;  and  they  must 
furnish  satisfactory  testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence  and  Post  Office 
address  of  the  applicant;  the  year,  month,  day,  and  place  of  his  birth;  the 
names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living ; the  pecuniary  circum- 
stances of  the  parents  or  other  relations  who  have  the  care  of  the  applicant ; 
at  what  age  and  by  what  means  the  blindness  was  produced;  whether  it  is 
total ; and  whether  there  are  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family, 
or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children  resident  in  this  State,  will  be  received  and  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements,  they 
must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate,  or  other  well  known  respect- 
able citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  that  their  parents 
and  immediate  relations  are  unable  to  dei'ray  the  expenses  of  their  education. 

Both  State  and  paying  pupils,  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply  of 
comfortable  clothing,  which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the  owner, 
and  renewed,  from  time  to  lime,  as  may  be  necessary.  Traveling  expenses 
to  and  from  the  Institution,  must  also  be  pmid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends. 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  September, 
and  closes  on  the  15lh  of  July.  It  is  important  that  the  pupils  be  present 
at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return  to 
their  homes,  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends. 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils  for  board,  tuition,  washing,  and 
music,  are  one  hundred  dollars.  If  a pupil  remains  at  the  Institution  during 
the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars  is  made.  Payments 
must  be  made  quarterly  in  advance. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY. 


Reading,  Spelling,  Writing,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry, 
English  Grammar  and  Composition,  Rhetoric,  Logic,  Ancient  and  Modern 
Languages,  Natural,  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,  History,  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  Geology,  Mineralogy,  Conchology,  Vocal  and  Instrumental 
Music,  and  various  kinds  of  handicraft. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO  THE 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  respectfully  present  their 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT: 

It  affords  us  high  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report,  that  the  Institution, 
intrusted  to  our  care,  has,  during  the  last  year,  enjoyed  its  acccustomed 
prosperity;  that  the  lives  of  officers  aud  pupils  have  been  preserved;  that 
the  few  cases  of  severe  illness  that  have  occurred,  have  readily  yielded  to 
the  treatment  of  skillful  and  faithful  physicians  and  nurses;  that  the  pupils 
have,  with  but  few  exceptions,  been  attentive  to  their  studies,  and  exemplary 
in  their  deportment;  and  that  the  officers  have  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  responsible  offices  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  IS47,  as  given 
in  our  last  annual  report,  was  thirty-one;  one  of  whom  left  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  During  the  year,  twelve  new  pupils  have  been  admitted ; one, 
who  left  the  Institution  in  the  year  1843,  on  account  of  illness,  has  returned  ; 
one,  who  was  dismissed  in  1846,  for  misconduct,  having  furnished  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  reformation,  has  been  re-admitted;  four,  wbo  gave  little 
promise  of  being  much  benefited  by  a longer  continuance  in  the  Institution, 
have  returned  to  their  friends, and  will  not  again  be  admitted;  six  have  been 
returned  to  Indiana,  to  become  pupils  in  the  Institution  recently  opened  in 
Indianapolis,  under  the  auspices  of  that  State  ; and  three  have  received  an 
honorable  discharge. 

From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  pupils 
connected  with  the  Institution,  at  the  present  time,  is  thirty-one;  of  whom 
seventeen  are  males,  and  fourteen  females.  One  is  Irom  the  State  of  Louts- 
iana,  and  thirty  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky.  Two  are  supported  by  their 
parents,  and  twenty-eight  are  beneficiaries  of  the  State.  One  of  the  paying 
pupils,  a son  of  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm,  D.  D.,  President  of  Georgetown 
College,  is  not  blind,  but  so  excessively  near-sighted,  as  to  make  it  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  him  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  music,  and 
some  other  branches,  by  the  modes  of  instruction  ordinarily  pursued  by 

teachers  of  seeing  pupils.  . , . ■ 

The  entire  number  of  pupils  received  into  the  Institution,  since  it  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  in  1842,  is  fifty-three;  thirty-two  males, 
and  twenty-one  females.  Of  these,  only  fifteen  were  born  blind ; the  blind- 
ness of  thirty-eigbt  was  the  result  ot  disease  or  accident. 


The  Director^  of  our  Institution  has  made  increased  efforts  during  the 
past  year,  to  diffuse  more  extensively  among  the  people  of  the  State,  accu- 
rate knowledge  as  to  the  character  and  objects  of  the  Institution,  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  Blind,  and  the  munificence  of  the  State  towards  this  unfortu- 
nate and  interesting  class.  In  addition  to  the  means  heretofore  employed, 
he  has,  accompanied  by  one  or  more  of  the  pupils,  visited  the  counties  of 
Bullitt,  Nelson,  Hart,  Barren,  Green,  Adair,  Casey,  Lincoln,  Boyle,  Mercer, 
Anderson,  Shelby,  Kenton,  Campbell  and  Boone;  and  he  proposes,  during 
the  present  year,  to  visit  the  counties  in  the  extreme  Southern  and  Eastern 
sections  of  the  State,  from  which  but  few  pupils  have  hitherto  been  sent  to 
the  Institution. 

The  Director,  in  his  expeditions,  found  many  blind  persons  sitting  in  dark- 
ness, ignorance,  and  helplessness,  without  hope  eitlier  for  the  present  or 
future  state  of  existence.  Some  of  these  were  induced  to  enter  the  Institu- 
tion, and  they  have  already  learned  that  the  world  presents,  even  to  the 
blind,  much  of  light,  and  hope,  and  happiness.  Others,  we  regret  to  state, 
still  drag  out  useless,  miserable  lives  in  their  secluded  homes — shut  out  from 
almost  every  means  of  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  culture.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  result  from  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  blind  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  offered  to  them  in  the  Institution,  which  has 
been  established  for  their  benefit.  It  most  frequently  results  from  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  parents  as  to  the  importance  of  education,  or  from  their  un- 
willingness to  send  from  home,  and  intrust  to  the  care  of  others,  their  un- 
fortunate children,  who  are  olten  the  most  interesting,  and  almost  always 
the  most  beloved,  of  the  family.  Misfortune  of  any  kind  tends  strongly  to 
endear  to  parents  the  child  that  is  visited  with  it;  and  of  all  misfortune*, 
blindness,  perhaps,  has  this  tendency  in  the  highest  degree.  To  sever,  in 
any  measure,  the  bonds  which  affection  and  misfortune  have  combined  to 
unite  in  the  closest  ties,  often  requires  a more  powerful  effort  than  parents 
are  willing  to  make,  though  urged  to  it  by  conscience,  and  the  entreaties  of 
their  unhappy  children,  who,  sometimes,  with  tearful  eyes,  and  the  most 
eloquent  petitions,  beg  of  their  parents  permission  to  leave  their  homes  and 
enter  the  Institution.  These  petitions, so  reasonable,  and  so  well  calculated 
to  reach  the  heart  of  an  affectionate  parent,  are  sometimes  disregarded,  and 
the  hapless  petitioners  consigned  to  other  long  years  of  rayless  gloom  and 
inaction. 

V/e  trust  that  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  coming  as  they  do  from 
all  sections  of  the  State,  and  possessing,  as  they  must,  no  inconsiderable 
influence  in  their  respective  districts,  will  take  pleasure  in  making  known  to 
the  people  the  existence  of  our  Institution,  the  advantages  it  offers  to  the 
blind,  and  their  capabilities  under  appropriate  means  of  instruction.  It  is 
hoped,  also,  that  members  of  the  learned  professions,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
influence,  and,  indeed,  all  friends  of  the  blind,  will  esteem  it  a privilege  to 
co-operate  with  us  in  searching  out,  and  drawing  from  the  seclusion  of  their 
cheerless  homes,  the  uneducated  blind,  who  exist  in  almost  every  county  of 
the  State,  and  who  are  generally  in  indigent  circumstances.  Many  have 
already  manifested  praiseworthy  zeal  in  this  respect,  and,  in  consequence  of 
their  efforts,  some,  who  but  for  them,  would  still  be  enduring  a kind  of 
living  death,  in  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  darkness,  are  now  rejoicing 
in  the  light  and  gladness  shed  around  them  in  the  Institution. 
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The  improvement  of  the  pupils  of  our  Institution  during  the  last  year, 
has  been  highly  satisfactory.  The  same  course  of  instruction  and  study,  as 
heretofore  reported,  has  been  pursued,  and  tbe  interest  of  the  pupils  gene- 
rally, in  their  various  studies,  continues  to  increase.  And  while  their  love 
of  literature  and  of  science,  and  their  anxiety  to  become  qualified  to  gain  an 
honorable  livelihood  by  their  own  industry,  are  constantly  strengthening, 
we  are  happy  in  the  assurance,  that  the  improvement  of  their  moral  powers, 
is  equally  satisfactory. 

Of  the  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the  officers  of  our  Institution,  as  well  as 
of  the  condition  of  the  Institution  itself,  some  proper  estimate  may  be  formed 
from  the  following  extract  from  a notice  of  the  Institution,  from  the  pen  of 
Miss  D.  L.  Dix,  so  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  State,  and  throughout 
the  Union,  for  her  self-sacrificing,  well-directed,  and  successful  exertions  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate,  and  particularly  of  the  insane: 

“ The  proficiency  of  the  pupils  is  no  less  surprising  than  it  is  gratifying. 
They  are  thoroughly  instructed,  and  are  remarkably  fortunate  in  having 
competent  teachers  wholly  devoted  to  their  happiness  and  improvement.  I 
have  rarely  visited  any  Institution  for  children  and  young  persons,  under 
State  patronage,  so  thoroughly  well  organized,  and  so  judiciously  managed 
throughout,  as  is  this.  Go  when  you  will,  at  morning,  noon,  or  evening;  in 
Storm  or  sunshine,  expected  or  unlooked  for,  you  will  find  that  here’s 

**  A place  for  all  things,  all  things  in  their  place 

and  so,  too,  each  hour  marked  by  appropriate  study,  refreshment,  labor,  ex- 
ercise, and  rest.  It  is  not  possible  to  visit  this  Institution  even  but  once, 
(my  visits  have  been  renewed  and  repeated)  and  not  perceive  that  all  is  fair, 
open  and  true,  in  the  domestic  circle,  and  in  the  school.  There  is  no  need 
to  prepare  for  visitors,  because,  as  in  all  rightly  regulated  establishments, 
order,  method,  and  good  government  so  prevail,  that  you  cannot  find  them  at 
any  time  amiss.  Careful  attention  is  paid  to  the  personal  habits  of  tbe 
pupils.  Cleanliness  and  neatness  are  obligatory.  While  the  high-principled 
and  discreet  superintendent  of  this  school  exacts  the  most  correct  habits  in 
tbe  pupils,  the  same  are  required  of  all  the  inmates;  and  while  the  menial 
capacities  are  trained  and  educated,  it  is  never  forgotten  that  the  moral 
nature  is  to  be  enlightened  and  directed,  and  the  manners  and  conversation 
made  to  harmonize.  A good  example  enforces  good  counsels.  Firmness, 
kindness,  and  fidelity  characterize  the  teachers;  obedience,  good  will,  and 
industry,  with  but  few  occasional  exceptions,  distinguish  the  pupils. 

“ Here,  these  children  and  young  persons  from  whom  the  natural  sun  is 
veiled,  who  are,  through  privation  of  vision,  prevented  from  joining  in  tbe 
general  bustle,  and  cares,  and  amusements  of  life — here,  they  find  happiness 
in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  in  the  various  exercise  of  their  faculties, 
and  in  learning  how,  in  time  to  come,  they  may  best  benefit  their  Iriends, 
and  become  useful  members  of  society.  The  bounty  ol  the  Slate  is  here 
well  bestowed:  these  blind,  but  intelligent  children,  will  repay  to  the  public 
an  hundred  fold  all  they  are  now  receiving.  Thoroughly  educated,  and 
trained  to  virtuous  and  industrious  habits,  they  will  not  return  to  their  own 
homes,  without  extending  good  influences  in  their  own  families  and  com- 
munities. They  are  taught  that  it  is  a duty  they  owe  the  State  to  be  assid- 
uous in  study,  and  correct  in  habits.  No  harsh  impositions  or  severe  re- 
straints enforce  the  one  or  secure  the  other. 
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“ It  may  be  ihoughl  by  some  readers  that  possibly  a too  favorable  estimate 
is  placed  upon  the  Louisville  Institution  by  the  writer.  She  can  only  say  it 
is  open  to  all,  and  of  easy  access;  let  the  public  and  individuals  judge  for 
themselves.  More  might  very  justly  have  been  added  in  commendation, 
but  it  is  uncalled  for;  without  ostentation  it  reveals  and  sustains  a fair  and 
beautiful  character.  I have,  on  my  various  and  distant  journeys,  heard  this 
school  referred  to  by  those  whose  children  have  enjoyed  its  benefits,  and 
ofiener  by  persons  who  have  casually  visited  it,  and  on  no  single  occasion 
have  I heard  it  named  in  any  but  terms  of  confidence  and  interest.  The 
attachment  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  to  their  companions  and  teachers, 
is  a guarantee  that  “all  is  well  tiiere”  in  the  domestic  and  social  relations.” 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  tendered  to 
Miss  Dix  for  the  donation  of  valuable  pamphlets  and  books  to  our  pupils. 

W'e  are  indebted,  also,  to  the  publishers  of  the  Presbyterian  Herald,  Star 
in  the  West,  Catholic  Advocate,  Louisville  Journal,  and  Morning  Courier, 
for  copies  of  their  papers,  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution  during  the  last 
year.  W'e  hope  these  will  be  continued,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  other 
journals  in  Kentucky,  will  grant  us  similar  favors,  as  the  pupils  derive  much 
pleasure  as  well  as  valuable  information  from  these  papers,  which  are  read 
to  them  daily  by  one  of  the  officers. 

The  number  of  books  in  common  prmt,  belonging  to  the  library  of  the 
Institution,  has  been  increased  since  our  last  report,  from  ISO  to  2L5  volumes. 
To  these  books  the  pupils  have  access,  at  all  times,  by  means  of  seeing 
readers;  and  they  are  permitted,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  to  take  to  their 
homes  such  w'orks  as  they  may  wish  to  have  read  to  them  by  their  friends 
during  vacation.  Regarding  these  books  as  an  important  means  of  instruc- 
tion, we  solicit,  from  the  friends  of  the  Institution,  additional  donations  to 
our  library.  We  hope  that  authors  and  publishers  of  new  books  will  present 
to  the  Institution  a copy  of  each  volume  issued  from  the  press. 

Nor  can  we  forbear  calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the 
community,  generally,  to  the  importance  of  increasing  the  number  of  books 
in  raised  letters  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  As  but  few  volumes  of  this  charac- 
ter have  been  printed,  and  as  Kentucky  has,  in  no  way,  contributed  to  in- 
crease the  number,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Legislature,  or  some  of  our  wealthy 
and  behevolent  citizens  will,  ere  long,  furnish  the  means  of  embossing  some 
of  the  more  valuable  standard  works  in  English  literature. 

We  also  solicit,  for  the  cabinets  of  the  Institution,  donations  of  minerals, 
shells,  models  of  animals,  and  works  of  art,  and  all  kinds  of  curiosities, 
especially  such  as  are  addressed  to  the  sense  of  touch.  A thousand  objects 
in  nature  and  art,  with  which  the  seeing  necessarily  become  familiar  in 
early  childhood,  will  never  be  accurately  known  to  the  blind,  unless  the 
objects  themselves,  or  exact  models  of  them,  be  presented  to  their  feeling. 

A good  organ  is  greatly  needed  in  our  Institution,  as  several  of  the  pupils 
might  be  qualified  for  organists  in  churches,  were  the  means  afforded  for 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  instrument.  All  the  older  schools  for  the 
blind,  in  the  United  States,  are  supplied  with  organs,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
desirable,  that  the  Kentucky  Institution  should  not  longer  remain,  in  this 
respect,  behind  them.  We  hope  that  the  blind  youth  educated  in  this  school 
will,  at  the  end  of  their  course,  go  out  prepared  to  support  themselves  by 
their  own  industry;  but  if  we  would  not  be  disappointed  in  these  hopes,  we 
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must  give  them  the  best  possible  preparation.  While,  therefore,  the  friends 
of  the  blind  in  New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  other 
Slates,  are  making  liberal  donations  to  the  Institutions  in  those  Slates,  it  is 
hoped  the  benevolent  in  Kentucky,  will  remember  the  wants  of  our  Insti- 
tution in  this  and  other  departments. 

Several  pianos,  also,  are  needed,  in  addition  to  the  two  belonging  to  the 
Institution,  but  the  want  of  funds  has  deterred  us  from  procuring  them. 
As,  however,  fifteen  of  the  pupils  have  taken  lessons  on  this  instrument  the 
last  year,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  to  rent  one,  and 
still  the  opportunities  for  practice,  are  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  pupils. 

On  account  of  the  greater  number  of  pupils  in  music,  we  have  increased 
the  salary  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  has  the  entire  charge  of  the  classes  in  vocal 
music,  and  of  instrumental  in  part,  and  who  devotes  to  them  three  hours 
daily. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  added  to  the  musical  department,  the  last 
year,  by  the  formation  of  a musical  band,  consisting  of  a number  of  the 
male  pupils  most  advanced  in  this  science. 

For  the  use  of  the  band,  and  of  several  of  the  female  pupils  who  were  desir- 
ous  of  receiving  instruction  on  the  guitar,  the  following  instruments  have 
been  purchased  : 


Three  Clarinets, 

- 

- 

S23  00 

One  Cornet.  - Piston,  - 

- 

- 

21  00 

Two  French  Horns, 

- 

- 

20  00 

One  Bass  Trombone, 

- 

II  95 

One  Flute, 

- 

- 

2 50 

Two  Guitars, 

25  00 

$103  45 

The  office  of  Matron  was  vacated  in  August  last  by  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  Van  Deman.  In  the  mean  time,  the  place  has  been  filled  very  satis- 
factorily by  Mrs.  Paris,  who  had  previously  been  employed  as  Assistant 
Matron. 

In  October  last,  we  appointed  Dr.  R.  C.  Hewitt,  Physician  to  the  Institu- 
tion, believing  that  justice  to  the  school,  as  well  as  to  the  generous  physicians 
who,  for  more  than  five  years,  had  rendered  gratuitous  medical  service,  re- 
quired it.  Dr.  H.,  for  the  last  two  years,  has,  without  any  compensation, 
taken  charge  of  most  of  the  patients  that  have  needed  medical  attendance, 
and  his  treatment  has  been  unusually  successful.  The  friends  of  the  pupils 
may  be  assured,  that,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  II.,  aided,  when  circumstances 
may  require  it,  by  the  best  medical  talent  of  the  city,  the  pupils  will  receive 
every  needed  attention. 

The  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
stale,  continues  to  defray  all  its  expenses,  and  aflbrd  a small  profit  from  year 
to  year.  This  result,  which  is  altogether  unprecedented  in  the  early  history 
of  similar  Institutions  in  this  country,  and,  therefore,  unexpected,  is  the 
more  gratifying,  when  the  disadvantages  under  which  this  department  has 
labored,  are  taken  into  consideration.  Not  only  have  we  been  prevented, 
by  want  of  funds,  from  furnishing  the  stock,  tools,  and  instruction, that 
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seemed  necessary  to  secure  success,  but  we  have  been  able  to  allow  to  all 
the  male  pupils  engaged  in  handicraft,  only  one  small  shop  room,  seventeen 
feet  square.  This,  being  in  the  basement  of  the  edifice  occupied  by  all  the 
members  of  the  Institution,  is  very  iinsuitable  for  the  purpo.se,  in  many 
respects,  e.specially  on  account  of  the  danger  from  fire,  as  a considerable 
quantity  of  combustible  materials  necessarily  accumulates  in  this  room.  We 
would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Assembly  the  need  of 

funds  lor  the  erection  of  a shop,  as  well  as  ground  on  which  to  erect  it 

the  lot  occupied  by  the  Institution  being  so  small  as  to  forbid  our  devotint' 
any  portion  of  it  to  this  object.  Moreover,  additional  land  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  furnish  room  for  play  grounds  for  the  pupils  of  both  se.xes,  as 
only  the  scantiest  limits  for  exercise  are  now  enjoyed  by  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  their  health  is  greatly  endangered.  No  other  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  is  so  poorly  furnished  with  respect  to 
grounds,  as  our  own.  Tiie  grounds  of  the  Ohio  Institution  consist  of  nine 
acres,  and  yet  the  Trustees  in  late  reports,  recommend  that  several  additional 
acres  be  purchased.  The  Trustees  of  the  Institution  recently  opened  in 
Indiana,  have  purchased  eight  acres  at  a cost  of  five  thousand  dollars.  The 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  State  Institutions,  are 
also  furnished  with  ample  grounds.  We  will  only  add,  on  this  point,  that 
strict  economy  requires  that  an  immediate  purchase  be  made,  as  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Institution  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value. 

The  only  branches  of  mechanical  labor  pursued  by  the  male  pupils,  during 
the  last  year,  are  matrass-making,  and  brush-making,  in  which  they  have 
attained  to  a good  degree  of  skill.  They  manufacture  matrasses,  and  cloth, 
hair,  hat,  shoe,  horse,  and  scrubbing  brushes,  that  compare  favorably  with 
any  in  the  market.  A deeper  interest  than  formerly  is  manifested  by  the 
pupils  in  the  mechanical  department,  and  several  of  them  devote  most  of 
their  time  to  it,  and  hope,  on  leaving  the  Institution,  to  be  able  to  gain  an 
honorable  and  independent  livelihood  by  their  labor.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year,  we  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Gotshall, 
a blind  gentleman,  educated  at  the  Ohio  Institution,  as  teacher  of  brush- 
making,  to  which  branch  the  attention  of  our  pupils  will  be  confined,  until 
a suitable  shop  shall  be  provided. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  profit  of  the  mechanical  department 
the  last  year : 

In  value  of  manufactued  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  I,  1S47,  § 126  57 
To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1847,  256  00 

To  cost  of  raw  materials  during  year  1847,  - - 7 95 

To  amount  paid  mechanical  teacher,  - - - - 20  00 


$ 410  52 
Cr. 

By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1848,  $ 178  14 
By  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1848,  174  75 

By  sales  during  year  1847, 118  38 


$471  27 
$60  75 


Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  department,  of 
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The  receipts  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1848,  have 
been  as  follows: 


From  kState  of  Kentucky  for  beneficiaries, 

From  Stale  of  Indiana,  .... 
From  paying  jiupils,  ..... 
From  sales  of  embossed  books,  ... 
From  sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  pupils. 
Donation  by  Dr.  D.  Drake,  .... 

Donation  by  stranger's, 

Balance  reported  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1847,  - 
To  which,  add  $75,  due  at  that  time  for  im- 
pr'ovements  and  paid  a few  days  after. 


. $2,5.55  40 
435  00 
415  00 
41  80 
118  38 
50  00 
17  50 

$611  80 

- 75  00 

687  60 


$4,320  68 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  have  been  as  follows: 


Salaries  of  officers, $ 2,193  70 

Wages  of  servants, - 430  69 

Clothing  of  pupils, 38  27 

Furniture,  provisions,  &c.,  .....  1,090  45 

Fuel, 211  04 

Cows,  and  stable  expenses,  - - - - 69  65 

Materials  for  work  department,  - - - - 7 95 

Musical  instruments,  ....--  103  45 

Rent  of  piano  and  tuning  instruments,  - - 47  66 

Expenses  of  expeditions  . exhibitions  with  pupils,  146  21 

Repairs,  ....--.-  66  55 

Brick  for  pavement, - 75  00 

Insurance, 30  00 

4,510  62 


Leaving  against  the  Institution,  a balance  of  - $ 1&9  94 

which,  with  $4  48,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  is  due  Mr.  Patten,  the 
Director,  for  money  advanced  by  him  for  provisions,  &c.,  in  December,  1847. 

In  addition  to  the  above  receipts,  the  Institution  has  received  from  the 
benevolent  ladies  of  Louisville,  a donation  of  venitian  blinds,  oil  cloth,  chair's, 
and  other  furniture,  armounting  to  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a tea  party,  given  in  Louisville,  in  May  last,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Institution.  These"  articles,  which  had  been  greatly  needed  for  several 
vears,  were  peculiarly  acceptable,  as  the  want  ot  funds  prevented  us  from 
purchasing  them.  To  the  ladies,  the  managers  of  the  above  party,  and  to 
Dr.  Drake,  who  for  the  last  three  years,  has  made  to  the  Institution  an  an- 
nual donation  of  fifty  dollars,  we  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

We  conclude  this  report  with  the  recommendation,  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  erection  of  a work  shop,  and  for 
the  purchase  of  additional  ground,  three  pianos,  and  an  organ. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  held  on  the  22d  day  of  January,  1848,  the  above  was  read,  and 
adopted  as  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  FOB  THE  YEAR  1848. 


NAMES. 

Jonathan  Sansberry, 
Pearcy  Price, 

Owen  Waters, 

Walker  Hulett, 

Thomas  Deboe, 

Robert  B.  Green, 
Albert  R.  Armstrong, 
Swebston  V aughan, 
John  A.  Metcalfe, 
Robert  N.  Bradley, 
Daniel  J.  Lyons, 
Samuel  N.  Seay, 
William  Dickson, 
Melville  Malcom, 
Walter  Robertson, 
George  W.  Robertson, 
James  R.  Golloday, 
Richard  P.  Diamond, 
Thomas  J.  Jennings, 
Albert  G.  H.  Cobb, 
Isaac  P.  Harper, 
Sarah  J.  Clarke, 
Araminta  A.  Hodge, 
Elressa  J.  Ruth, 

Mary  A.  Gibson, 
Mary  Ogden, 
Catharine  J.  Eastin, 
Mary  A.  Mitchell, 
Joanna  Diamond, 
Ellen  Emmons, 

Mary  J.  Green, 
Rachel  M.  Davis, 
Martha  J.  Arnold, 
Rosanna  Searcy, 
ArzeliaE.  Parker, 
Julia  Taylor, 

Sarah  J.  Nash, 

Mary  A.  Edward, 


RESIDENCE. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 

Maysville. 

Lexington. 

Jessamine  county. 
Louisville. 

Montgomery  county. 
Bullitt  county. 
Louisville. 

Scott  county. 
Louisville. 

Washington  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Georgetown. 

Barren  county. 

Barren  county. 

Trigg  County. 
Lexington. 

Caldwell  county. 
Hopkins  county. 
Covington. 

Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Richmond. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Lexington. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Taylorsville. 
Anderson  county. 
Anderson  county. 
Lexington. 

Bath  county. 

Boyle  county. 

Mohlenburg  county. 


PRIMARY  CLASS FIRST  Y'EAR. 

Reading, 

Ari  thmetic, 

Spelling, 

Geography, 

Vocal  Music. 

SECOND  CLASS SECOND  YEAR 

Reading, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Geography, 

English  Grammar, 

Music,  (optional.) 

MIDDLE  CLASS THIRD  YEAR. 

Moral  Philosophy, 

English  Grammar, 

Natural  History, 

Writing, 

Mathematics  and  Music,  (optional.) 

JUNIOR  CLASS — FOURTH  YEAR. 

History, 

Composition  and  Declamation, 

Rhetoric, 

Physiology  and  Anatomy, 

Natural  Theology, 

Mathematics,  Languages  and  Music,  (optional.) 

SENIOR  CLASS — FIFTH  YEAR. 

Natural  Philosophy, 

History, 

Astronomy, 

Constitution  of  the  United  States, 

Mineralogy,  Geology,  Chemistr}^  and  Music,  (op- 
tional.) 
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Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director  ; but  no 
person  -who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  can  be  admitted 
without  a special  vote  of  the  Board  of  A^isitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  ot  incurable  blind- 
ness, and  of  freedom  from  all  ott’eiisivc  and  infectious  diseases  ; and 
they  must  furnish  satisfactory  testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral 
character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence  and  Post  Office 
address  of  the  applicant ; the  year,  month,  day,  and  place  of  his  birth ; 
the  names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living;  the  pecuniary 
circumstances  of  the  parents  or  other  relations  who  have  the  care  of  the 
applicant ; at  what  age  and  by  what  means  the  blindness  was  produced ; 
whether  it  is  total ; and  whether  there  are  other  instances  of  blindness 
in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children,  resident  in  this  State,  will  be  received  and  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements,  they 
must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate,  or  other  well  known  re- 
spectable citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  that  their 
parents  and  immediate  relations  are  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
their  education. 

Both  State  and  paying  pupils,  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply 
of  comfortable  clothing,  which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the 
owner,  and  renewed,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Travel- 
ing expenses  to  and  from  tlie  Institution,  must  also  pe  paid  by  the  pupils 
or  their  friends. 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  September, 
and  closes  on  the  1 5th  of  July.  It  is  important  that  the  pupils  be  present 
at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return 
to  their  homes,  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends. 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils  for  board,  tuition,  washing,  and 
music,  are  one  hundred  dollars.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  the  Institution 
during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twcnt}’'  dollars  is  made. 
Payments  must  be  made  quarterly  in  advance. 
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ANNUAL  RP:P0RT 


To  THE  Board  of  Educatiox  : 

riip  Jjoiinlof  \isil(irsof  liie  ivonluckv  In«t'fntinn  fm*  tVio  i 
cation  of  the  Blind,  rcpectfnlly  present  thoi,  ' Edu- 

SEVENTH  ANNEAL  REPORT. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  ju.st  terminated,  the  number  of  nu- 
pd.A  u-as  thirty-one,  and  eight  have  since  been  admitted,  makino-  th  in 
tire,  number  (liiniHr  flip  vpfiv  ® 


tire  number  during  the  year  thirty-eight.  One  has  left  on  account  of  ill- 
ness caused  by  exposure  on  her  journey  to  the  Institution;  another  re- 
mains at  home  under  surgical  treatment,  with  the  hope  of  imp^ovin 
her  vision  ; and  four  who  had  made  .such  attainments  in  their  resnectiv 
studies  as  they  proposed  to  themselves  on  entering,  have  left  th,  ; Institu- 
tion, without  a regular  discharge.  rii-uiu 

One  pupil  who,  early  in  the  year  was  dismissed  for  insubordination 
having  lurnished  evidence  of  relormation,  has  been  re-admitted  on  pro-’ 

We  are  aware  tha^t  there  are  serious  objections  to  reinstating,  indis- 
criminately, pupils  that  have  been  e.xpelled;  still  we  believe  d at  du- 
ring  he  inhincy  of  our  nstitution,  cases  may  occasionally  occur  in 
which  It  wi  1 be  advisable  to  reinstate  a pupil  who  gives  clear  and  un- 
doubted  evidence  of  penitence  for  past  misconduct,  and  of  thorou-.h  ref- 
ormation As  long  as  we  continue  to  receive  pupils  of  all  ages  from  six 
to  twety-five  years,  most  of  whom,  before  their  admi.ssion,  enjoy  onh  the 
veiy  scantiest  opportunities  for  phy.sical,  mental,  and  moral  culture,  ihet 
teachers  wil  iiid  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  a very  unusual  dearee  of 
patience  and  benevo  ence.  And  if,  notwithstanding  all  their  rflhm  to 
reclaim  the  wayumrd,  regard  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  school  require 
their  expulsion  the  same  benevolence  will  follow  them,  and  if  they  irive 
evidence  of  reformation  will  probably,  in  some  cases,  suggest  thalthey 
be  re-admitted,  provided  the  improvement  and  harmony  of  the  other  pu^ 
pils  will  not  be  thereby  endangered.  The  three  pupils,  who  have  at  It 
nous  times  been  dismissed  from  this  Institution  for  misconduct  have  af- 
ter longer  or  shorter  intervals,  been  re-admitted.  One  of  them  has  ’ be- 
come a very  exemplary  pupil.  In  the  case  of  another,  the  reformation 
was  only  temporary ; m a short  time  after  his  return  to  the  Institution 
he  relapsed  into  his  former  bad  habits,  and  the  Board  were  again  under 
he  nece.saity  of  dismising  him.  The  third  was  re- admitted  too  recent- 


1 , n . 1^.  tiiuu  wttw  xe-tiamiueu  too  recent- 

1>  to  furnish  any  ground  for  confidence,  as  to  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment  m his  case,  though  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  bo  favor- 

The  entire  number  of  pupils  received  info  the  Institution,  since  it  was 
first  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  is  sixty-one;  thim-six  males 

bhndirs'^"Y’?7  ‘^‘•venteen  were  born  blind ; the 

blindness  of  forty-four  being  caused  by  disease  or  accident. 


be  u 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  no  inconsiderable  number  of  the  blind  youth 
nf  Kentucky  have  been  gathered  into  the  school,  where  they  are  recei  • 
bg  suchtking  as  we  hope  will  qualify  them  to  earn  an  honorable  and 

the  btate.  n i resnectiim-  the  unfortunate,  and  especiallj , 

es  no  very  reliable  statistics  correct  information 

iipfiisiiiis 

many  of  c A county  of 

iXJson  b Xh  the  Institution  is  located,  and 

last  census,  contained  ■Xr«°’pup'il3.  Wien  all  parts  of 

sent  to  the  Institution  no  " evulored  many  similar  discrepancies 
the  State  have  been  as  cmeMly  explor«l,^^  respectfully  sug- 

olent  in  all  portions  of  the  State  to  ^he  imp  t ^ and  hapless  blind, 

bg  out  and  gathering  into  the  InstituU 

scattered  over  our  i\  idely  e.  ...  ^jp.g  g,ro-ao-e,  and  often,  with 

sstTifo^txrhtX^^ 

condition.  Soine  ot  me  p p . ■ | thg^e  by  whom  they 

helplessness  and  brought  to  the  Inst.tutm  benefactors.  Shall  not 

i *•  S‘“. !?  ‘"rEm"''  ‘»o 

S,b= 

£“4  “mriibly"*  ”4  “ * '“f  “*“*■  '*■ 
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struction  is  imparted  to  the  pujiils  in  familiar  oral  lectures.  It  is  some- 
what diliiciilt  to  arran;^m  a course  of  instruction  adapted  to  the  various 
ages,  capacities,  and  circumstances  of  the  pupils;  and  yet,  in  an  Insti- 
tution ol  this  kind,  a systematic  classification  is  peculiarly  necessary, 
as  so  much  is  to  be  accomplished,  and  so  short  a period  allowed,  in' 
which  to  accomplish  it.  In  the  short  term  of  five  years,  we  are  under 
the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  impart  to  pupils,  who  have  never  been 
favored  with  any  previous  training,  a good  English  education,  and  to 
teach  them  the  art  and  science,  of  music,  and  a mechanical  trade.  To 
efiect  all  these  objects,  with  the  prc.sent  means  of  instruction,  the  most 
economical  classification  is  demanded,  and  yet  so  greatly  do  the  pupils 
differ  in  age  and  mental  capacity,  at  the  time  of  their  admission,  that  a 
desirable  classification  appears  impracticable.  It  is  hoped,  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  Institution  becomes  more  e.vtensively  known,  that  parents  of 
blind  children  will  generally  jilace  t’nem  in  school  at  an  early  age. 

hen  this  shall  be  done,  the  labor  of  the  teacher.s  will  bn  much  lighter, 
and  far  more  effective  ; the  improvement  of  the  pu])ils  will  be  greatlv 
enhanced,  and  a larger  proportion  of  them,  it  is  believed,  will  leave  the 
school,  at  the  end  of  their  course,  quelified  to  earn  their  support,  wdth 
honor  to  themselves,  and  benefit  to  the  community. 

The  cultivation  of  tlie  moral  powers  of  the  pupils  continues  to  re- 
ceive the  careful  and  constant  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution, 
and  the  improvement  of  most  of  them,  in  this  respect,  has  been  highly 
satisfactory. 

In  the  musical  department,  the  pupils  continue  to  make  commendable 
progress.  By  the  liberality  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  Board  have  been  able  to  furnish  much  greater  facilities  than  here- 
tofore, for  the  cultivation  of  the  musical  powers  of  the  pupils  : indeed, 
the  Kentucky  Institution  now  offers,  in  this  department,  advantages 
hardly  inferior  to  those  of  any  of  the  older  Institutions  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  more  rapid  improvement  of  the  pupils  gives  pleasing 
evidence,  that  the  privilego.s  arc  properly  appreciated.  In  addition  to 
the  other  instrument.s  procured  during  the  last  year,  the  Board  have  pur- 
chased an  organ  of  unusually  fine  tone,  and  of  sufficient  power ; and 
several  ol  the  [)uj)i]s  are  receiving  instructions  thereon,  and  give  prom- 
ise of  becoming  skillful  organists. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  the  same  branches  of  handicraft  have 
been  pursued,  as  in  the  previous  year ; brushes  being  the  principal  arti- 
cles manufactured  by  the  boys,  and  a variety  of  fancy  articles,  of  silk, 
worsted,  and  beads,  by  the  gii’ls. 

Throughout  the  entire  year,  the  male  pupils  labored  under  the  disad- 
vantages alluded  to  in  the  last  annual  report,  with  respect  to  room  ; a 
small  room  in  the  basement  being  the  only  one  that  could  be  devoted  to 
the  mechanical  operations.  We  iiave,  however,  with  a portion  of  the  fund 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  purchased  a lot 
of  ground,  and  erected  thereon  a small  work.shop,  wdiich,  though  not  ad- 
equate to  the  wants  of  this  department,  will  enable  us  to  carry  it  on 
with  much  more  comfort  to  the  pupils,  and  profit  to  to  the  In.-=titution, 
than  heretofore.  W e regret  that  the  scantiness  of  the  funds  at  our  dispo- 

sal compelled  us  to  erect  the  workshop  on  so  small  a scale,  that  we  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  confining  the  mechanical  operations  of  the  male  pu- 
2 
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pil5,almoHl  f mirply  to  (be  miimil'acture  of  brushes,  until  larger  accommoda- 
tions can  be  furnished.  A\  liencver  the  sho])  shall  be  sufliciently  cnlare- 
ed,  not  only  may  this  department  be  rendered  more  profitable,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  other  branches  of  labor,  but  the  interest  of  the  pupils  may 
be  oToatly  promoted,  by  offering  them  a greater  variety  in  the  choice  of 
a trade,  thereby  affording  them  an  opportunity  to  consult,  to  some  ex- 
tent, their  different  tastes. 

A larger  amount  of  work  has  been  performed  by  the  pupils  the  last 
year,  than  in  any  previous  one  ; and  the  interest  in  this  department  is 
constantly  increasing.  The  female  pupils,  in  addition  to  the  fancy  arti- 
cles made  by  them,  have  done  a considerable  amount  of  plain  sewing  for 
the  Institution,  of  which  no  account  has  been  taken  ; so  that  the  actual 
amount  of  their  work  is  greater  than  appears  in  the  statement  of  the 
profit  of  the  work  department,  hereto  appended. 

One  of  the  four  pupils  who  have  left  the  Institution,  since  the  date  of 
our  last  report,  deserves,  on  one  account,  special  notice.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  without  even  an  ordinary  English  education,  he  was, 
by  an  accidental  explosion,  while  engaged  in  blasting  rocks,  deprived  of 
both  eyes,  and  a considerable  portion  of  his  right  hand,  including  three 
fingers,  the  remaining  finger  being  also  badly  injured.  Deprived, by  this 
terrible  calamity,  of  all  hope  of  earning  a siipport  by  ant'  ordinary 
means,  he  applied  for  admission  into  the  Institution,  though  without  any 
very  strong  expectation  on  his  part,  or  that  of  his  friends,  that  one  so 
dreadfully  mutilated,  could  be  much  benefited  by  the  privileges  of  the 
school.  Although  beyond  the  age  at  which  it  is  customary  to  admit  pu- 
pils he  was  received  into  the  Institution,  where  he  remained  a little 
more  than  two  years,  during  which  time  he  not  only  learned  to  read  the 
Bible,  but  gained  such  aknowledge.  of  a mechanical  trade,  as  \Aould,  he 
thought,  enable  him  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  and  he  has  recently  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account,  in  the  vicinitj' of  Louis\ille;  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that,  from  being  such  a burden  to  himself  and  his 
friends,  as  caused  him  to  desire  death,  rather  than  life,  he  will  become  by 
the  aid  thus  received  from  the  Institution,  an  independent,  as  well  as 
cheerful  man.  Such  is  the  work  which  the  Institution  is  accomplishing  ; 
converting  the  helpless  and  wretched  blind,  into  industrious,  useful,  and 


happy  citizens.  „ ^ i j 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  profit  of  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment the  last  year : 

To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1848,  5 178  14 
To  value  ofunmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1848,  174  75 

To  cost  of  raw  materials  during  the  year  1848,  - - 140  50 

To  salaiy  of  teacher  of  handicraft,  - - - - 150  00 


$043  39 
Cr. 

By  value  ofmanufactured  articles  on  hand,  Jan.  1 , 1849,  $375  84 
By  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1849,  195  84 

By  sales  during  the  year  1848,  -----  136  10 

707  78 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  department, - 


S 64  39 


The  enhre  receipts  of  the  Institution,  for  tlie  year  ending  January  I 
1849,  have  arisen  from  tlie  following  sources  ; ’ 


Special  appropriation  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  last 
Session,  - 

From  Treasury  of  State,  for  beneficiaries. 

From  paying  pupils,  (T.  Deboe,  !$  11,  J.  M.  Heady,  $25.) 
Sales  of  articles  made  by  pupils,  - - - . . 

Donation  of  Mr.  I.  I.  Keely, 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  at  date  of  last  report. 


$ 5,000,  00 
3,113  33 
36  00 
136  10 
70  00 
4 48 


The  expenditures  of  the  same  year  have  been 
Salaries  of  officers,  - - - . . 

Wages  of  servants  and  seamstress. 

Provisions,  groceries,  &c.,  - . . . 

Fuel, . 

Cow,  and  provender,  - - . - . 

Cooking  stove,  ...  . . . 

Books,  stationery,  and  printing. 

Furniture,  dry  goods,  ctitlery,  stove. 

Raw  materials  for  work  department. 

Rent  of  piano  lorte,  and  repairs  of  instruments. 
Expenses  of  travelling,  and  exhibition,  - 
Insurance  and  repairs,  - - - . . 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  - - - . . 

Cost  of  work-shop,  and  stove  for  same,  - 
Organ, 

Two  piano  fortes,  and  bass  drum,  - 

Lot  of  ground, 

Balance  due  B.  M.  Patten,  at  date  of  last  report. 


aa 

follow 

's  : 

■ $ 

CO 

OD 

08 

476 

93 

1,000 

12 

333 

76 

30 

15 

75 

00 

83 

78 

207 

89 

140 

59 

28 

27 

132 

47 

51 

87 

37 

06 

833 

50 

790 

00 

475 

00 

650 

00 

194 

42 

$8,359  91 


7,778  89 


Leaving  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  - - . . § 5gj  02 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  tendered  to  the  publishers  of 
-1  Yeoman,  LoursvmEE  Journal,  (daily,)  Morning  Courier, 

(daily,)  1 resbyterian  Herald,  Catholic  Advocate,  and  Star  in  the 
West,  forcopiesof  their  respective  papers  during  the  last  year. 

It  IS  hoped  that  these  favors  will  he  continued  to  the  Institution,  as 
these  periodicals  are  read  to  the  pupils  daily,  and  are  to  them  a source 
ot  great  pleasure  as  well  as  valuable  information. 

In  closing  this  report,  the  Board  of  Visitors  would  earnesflv  com- 
mend to  the  General  Assembly,  the  Institution  in  all  its  interests’  And 
as  the  j ear  for  which  the  Institution  was  committed  to  our  care  is  about 
rridy  be  permitted  again  to  recommend  a liberal  support 
ol  this  school  for  the  afllictcd  children  of  the  Commonwealth. 

he  condition  of  the  blind  is,  at  best,  a most  pitiable  one,  and  one 
that  the  benevolent  every  where  are  disposed  to  commiserate,  and,  if 
possible,  alleviate  : and  we  feel  assured,  if  an  expression  could  be  had 
lom  the  mass  of  the  people  ol  Kentucky,  that  there  would  be  an  une- 
qualled majority  in  favor  of  a liberal  endowment  of  this  Institution. 
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Wherever  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  to  the  people  the  ehar- 
acter,  object,  and  success  of  the  school,  but  one  sentiment  has  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  propriety  and  importance  of  affording  to  it  the  most 
liberal  support;  and  the  almost  entire  unanimity  with  which  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  to  it,  furnishes  gratifying  evidence,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  arc  faithful  exponents  of  the  benevolence 
of  the  people.  But,  although  the  Legislature  has,  in  no  instance,  refused 
to  afford  aid  to  the  Institution,  when  appealed  to  in  its  behalf,  the  resour- 
ces within  the  control  of  the  Board,  are  by  no  means  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  school  in  such  a manner,  as  to  confer  honor  upon  the  State,  and  of- 
fer to  the  blind  advantages  equal  to  those  found  in  similar  Institutions 
in  some  other  States.  Should  nothing  be  realized  from  the  “ Louisville 
and  Portland  Rail  Road,”  of  which  there  appears,  at  present,  but  litt  e 
hope,  it  will  doubtless  be  necessary  by  some  other  provisions,  to  supply 
the  deficiency  caused  by  the  failure  of  that  enterprise. 

Whatever  funds  have  been  intrusted  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  hitherto, 
have  been  faithfully  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  blind ; and  all  that  may 
be  entrusted  to  our  successors,  will,  without  doubt,  be  as  carefully  conse- 
crated to  the  same  object.  s , o,  j u ; 

The  Board  of  Visitors  are  merely  the  stewards  of  the  htate,  ana  it  is 
desirable  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  place  this  Institution  on  a level 
with  any  similar  Institution  in  the  Union.  i 

Kentucky’s  name  is  ever  associated  in  the  minds  of  her  peiyile,  vvitn 
all  that  is  noble  and  generous— much,  therefore,  is  expected  from  her, 
with  respect  to  her  benevolent  Institutions ; and  we  trust  that  these  ex- 
pectations,  SO  honorable  to  her,  will  never  be  disappointed. 


Since  the  foregoing  report  was  prepared,  the  Board  of  ^ isitors  have 
received  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  * of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky  ; and  they  regret  to  find  that 
officer  has  made  representations  of  the  state  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  which  are  calculated  to  injure  the  usefulness  ot  an 
tion  devoted  to  philanthropic  objects,  and  which  has  thus  far  enjoyed  the 
confidence,  and  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  were  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth  tor  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  etfect  the  wishes  of  the  General  Assembly,  bv 
providing  suitable  means  of  instruction  for  the  blind  ot  Kentucky  ; and, 
in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  they  have  done  all  that  zeal,  indusdry 
and  devotion  to  the  cause  enabled  them  to  do,  with  the  means  placed  at 
their  disposal.  Tliev  organized  the  Institution,  and  gave  it  all  the  time 
and  attention  they  could  bestow  upon  it.  One  of  the  members  ot  the 
Board,  at  the  request  of  the  other  members,  undertook  the  immediate  su- 
perintendence of  the  Institution,  which  duties  he  continued  to  pertorm, 
without  salary,  and  at  no  inconsiderable  sacrifice  of  his  own  business, 
for  nearly  two  years,  when,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Board,  he  relin- 
quished the  charge  of  a Literary  Institution,  which  h.ad  yielded  him 
about  two  thousand  dollars  annually,  and  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
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Institution  for  the  Blind,  at  the  sacriHce  of  nearly  a thousand  dollars  r.v 
ery  year.  v/iiai..  tv- 

As  soon  as  the  number  of  pupils  demanded  a larger  bnildino-  than  the 
A isitors  were  able  to  rent,  they  determined  to  purehase  a lot  Ibr  the  nm- 
pose  oi  erecting  a suitable  building  upon  it  for  the  wants  of  the  school 
A desirable  lot,  on  Broadway,^was  accordingly  selected.  M ill,  a front  of 
140  eet,  (since  increased  to  170,)  and  a dejith  of  400  feet  This  thev 
purchased  and  erected  thereon  a large,  commodious,  and  healthy  edifice 
and  lurnished  it  in  good  order,  for  the  remarkably  low  sum  of  about  ten’ 
thousand  dollars.  The  committees  of  the  Legislature,  that  personally 
nspected  the  property,  expressed  surprise  that  property  so  yaliiable  could 
haye  been  secured  lor  the  small  sum  it  actually  cost  ^ 

The  Board  of  ^'isitors  haye,  in  every  %/ay  M'ithiii  their  power,  endeav 
ored  to  discharge,  with  zeal  and  fidelity  the  responsibilities  entrusted  to 
them  by  the  General  Asseiiibly ; and  they  have  been  cheered  in  their  ar- 
duous labors  by  the  approbation  and  conlidence,  not  only  of  the  renresen- 

tatives  of  the  people,  but  of  the  people  theimselves. 

The  people  of  Louisville,  %vho  know  the  capacities  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  have  been  liberal  and  constant  in  their  support  of  the  Institu- 
tion. L nder  the  charter  of  the  Institution,  granted  by  the  Lcgis|a\iw 

snflic  ' "i  rf  the  people  of  Louisville,  to  contribute  funds’ 

mflicient  to  put  the  school  into  actual  operation,  before  one  dollar  should 
be  receu  ed  from  the  btate.  This  unusual  requisition  M as  cheerfully  and 
iberall)  met  by  the  citizens  of  Louisville ; and  fully  did  they  aenuit 
themsehes  of  the  duty.  All  classes  of  citizens  gave  a hearty  co-opera- 
lon  in  the  benevolent  work.  Mechanics  gave  their  %vork  ;^merchants 
then  goods  and  money  ; coal-dealers  supplied  fuel ; the  ladies  of  the 
city  Mere  very  active  iii  the  exercise  of  their  charities  ; and  %ve  have  al 
read)  reported  to  theM.cgislature  the  fact,  that  one  of  the  Physicians  of 
the  cit),  not  only  performed  his  duties  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Vis 
itors,  but  attended  every  case  of  sickness  among  the  pupils  for  several 
}ears,  without  charge  to  the  State.  And,  during  the  iirft  six  years  of 

tl  aid  re'"-  the  pupils,  whenever  they  need'ed  inedh 

Phl  the  prompt  and  careful  attention  of  some  of  the  best 

Phjsicians  of  the  city  without  any  expense  to  the  Institution  or  State 
In  relcrring  to  the  liberal  spirit  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  Louisville 
towards  this  Institution,  Me  cannot  refrain  from  an  act  of  justice  to  lohn  I 

iistim,’^"*-;  " '’*■  '^i^hors  the  ground  on  which  U.e 

I .titution  stands,  m consideration  of  its  philanthropic  objects  at  less 

hns  hi''  i"'  -V'elding  him  along  side  of’ it  lie 

thus  hberally  made  a donation  of  between .S  1,. 500,  andSo  po,)  to  the  In- 

1 I-«i^'  ille,  generalLq  have  cherisJed  a'ld 

"“>■  “■  "^1...  libcmi 

o*'  the  Superintendent  of  I’liblic  Instruc- 
of  die^tV^''  situation  of  the  Institution  is  unhealthy,  at  certain  seasons 

■" 

The  Board  of  Vi.sitors  have  licen  endeavoring,  by  all  proper  means  to 

Sen  ofX  i «»<ortunate  blind 

dren  of  the  State  placed  under  the  benign  inlluences  of  the  Institu- 
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lion  which  has  been  established  for  their  benefit,  by  the  mumhcence  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  The  effect  of  the  statement  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Instruction  is,  to  create  distrust  and  apprehension,  and 
therefore  demanded  the  notice  it  has  received  from  the  Board  of  \ isitors^ 

It  is  true  that  the  Institution  is  in  the  “suburbs  of  Louisiille,  but  the 
improvements  of  the  city  are  so  rapidly  extending  in  tliat  direction,  and 
even  beyond  the  Institution,  that  it  is  probable  that  it  will  very  soon  be 
entirely  surrounded  by  a thriving  and  respectable  population  ^ 

venient,  by  means  of  paved  streets,  to  the  whole  city  , and  if  a sufficient 
quantity  of  the  adjacent  land  could  be  purchased,  it  is  believed  that  a 
more  eUgible  site  for  such  an  Institution,  could  not  be  obtained  within 
Ihe  limits  of  the  city.  With  a portion  of  the  fund  granted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assemblv,  at  its  last  session,  the  Board  of  \ isitors  purchased,  for 
lie  purpose  of  erecting  a work-shop  thereon,  a lot  adjoining  the  Institu- 
tion^on  the  east,  and  every  reasonable  effort  has  been  made  to  piocur 
additional  ground  on  the  west,  but  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to 

"^“in’thi  fmTedffiti\^ffiinBy  of\he  Institution  for  the  Blind  the  Jesuits 
purchased  ground  for  the  erection  of  a great  Collep,  which  they  xxere 
ordered  by  their  superiors  to  abandon,  for  want  of  funds.  The  fact  that 
those  intelligent  gentlemen  selected  a site  for  their  college,  somew  hat 
the  rear  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  is  some  evidence  that  the  bcah- 
ty  is  not  so  open  to  the  objections  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  1 

Ktvnction,  as  that  gentleman  imagines.  . 

Hio-h  airy,  and  well  ventilated  buildings  are  frequently  healthy  m lo- 
calities,’in  which  low  and  badly  ventilated  dwellings  are  sickly  ; and  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind  is  of  the  former  class. 

^ The  land  on  the  west  of  the  Institution  is  annually  culm  ated  the 
land  on  the  south  is  neither  marshy  nor  malarial,  and  a number  of  dwel- 
Iffil  hduS  have  been  erected  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  l^titution  and 
• ^ r tnK’  'tlnno- of  it  In  front  of  the  Institution,  Bioadway  has 

beM  graded  and  paved,  for  which  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  Louisville 
liberahy  paid,  instead  of  taxing  the  State  with  the  expense. 

Mffiat  then  are  the  sources  of  the  unhealthme.ss  ol  this  fe  ? M hy 

should  manv  of  the  citizens  of  Louisville  select  this  region  for  the  eiec 
tinn  of  their  dwelling  houses,  if  it  is  so  very  obnoxious 

In  vindication  of  their  judgment  in  selecting  the  site  complained  of.  for 
tlJ  ImdSi!  the  Boari  o Alsitors  confidently  appeaUo  the  record,  of 
the  Institution,  as  exhibited  in  their  annual  reports  Aot  a deatn  nas 
ever  occim4d  am  the  pupils  of  the  Institution;  there  is  no  unusual 

intractable  disease  among  them  ; nor  have  they  been  more  sickly  in  the 
intractame  imea  , ti^e  Institution  was  located  at  one 

^rr  heSiLt  Joir  hc-t  of  the  city  ; and  the  Board  have 

been  arntified  in  finding,  that  the  health  of  new  pupils  “'niost  in  < - 

ably  improved,  soon  after  their  admission  into  the  Institution.  Ih  . 

Public  instruction  states  in  liG  veporh  ffiat 
“the  Institution  for  the  Blind  was  origmally  endowed  out  ol  the  ol 

the  Board  of  Education,  and  covshla-Me  sums  ifa,i ' 

been,  from  time  to  lime,  given  to  Uml  InsUlution.  b}/  the  t^tate.  ..J  „;;,de  to 
error.’  There  has  been  but  one  small  appropriation  ol  $3,o00,  made 
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this  Institution,  out  of  the  fund  referred  to,  in  addition  to  the  original  en- 
dowment. iii.-tend  of  eoiisidei  ;d)le  .sums  I'rotn  time  to  time.” 

Aerain,  the  Sii|ierinlendent  .say.s  : ••  'I'his  ori-iiial  act  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Hoard  of  Education  to  appoint,  annually,  the  \'i.sitors  of  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  and  it  makes  it  the  duty  of  those  \'isitors,  to  re- 
port, annually,  to  the  Board  of  Education.  1 have  seen  that  the  duty  re- 
(juired  ol  the  Board  of  Education  lui.s  been  performed  ; but  the  Board  of 
Education  has  not  received  from  the  Visitors  of  the  Institution,  as  far  as 
] am  informed,  any  report,  either  this  year  or  last;  nor  am  I aware  of 
any  change  in  the  law  recpiiring  such  report  to  be  made  to  them.” 

We  would  repectfully  refer  the.  Superintendent  to  “changes  in  the 
law,”  of  which  he  seems  not  to  be  aware  : 

The  third  section  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky, 
approved  hebruary  8,  1845,  is  in  these  words  : “The  President  and 
Board  of  Visitors  shall,  in  all  cases,  require  sati.sfactory  proof,  by  affi- 
davit or  otherwise,  of  the  residence  of  any  applicant,  who  may  hereaf- 
ter apply  for  the  benefit  of  said  Institution  ; and  in  every  annual  re- 
port, the  names  and  residences  of  the  pupils,  setting  forth  speciticall}', 
the  amount  paid  by  each,  shall  be  reformed  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Kentueky.'"  This  apjiears  to  be  a material  change  in 
the  law. 

Again,  the  second  section  of  an  act,  approved  February  23,  1816, 
says  : “That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  and  Board  of  Visitors 
of  said  Institution,  to  report  in  the  next  annual  report,  to  the  General  Assem- 

The  Board  of  \ isitors  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  all  these  requi- 
sitions, by  making,  annually,  areport  to  the  Genei'al  Assembly,  addressed 
invariably  to  the  Board  of  Education,  and  whenever  the  President  of 
that  Board  could  be  found  at  the  seat  of  Government,  their  report  has 
been  delivered  to  him,  “ to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly.”  Only 
one  manuscript  copy  of  the  report  has  usually  been  sent  to  Frankfort, 
and  it  being  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Board  of  ^ isitors  to  report  to 
the  General  Assembly,  their  report  has,  in  the  absence  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  been  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
some  other  ollicer. 

We  may  also  state,  that  a printed  copy  of  the  last  annual  report  of 
this  Board  was,  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  mailed  at 
Frakfort  to  the  address  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

But,  although  without  design  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  A^isitors,  the 
Board  of  Education  did  not  receive  the  report  of  last  year,  it  is  a source 
of  gratulation  that  it  was  received  by  the  General  Asscmblv  of  the 
State,  a large  number  of  copies  printed  at  the  public  expense,  for  gene- 
ral distribution  among  the  people,  and  its  reeommendations  generously 
complied  with, by  an  appropriation  of  $5,000,  from  the  public  Trea.surv. 

To  supply  so  far  as  it  can  now  be  done,  any  omission  of  duty  hereto - 
lore,  a copy  of  the  last  report,  printed  by  order  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, is  herewith  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  Board  ot  Visitors  have  ever  felt  a lively  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  Institution  entrusted  to  their  care.  Several  of  the  present  members 
have  been  in  the  Board  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time  ; and 
have  thus  shown  their  devotion  to  this  great  interest.  The  interrup- 
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tiona  in  theii'  buainess,  the  sacrifice  of  time,  and  the  repeated  calls 
made  upon  them  by  the  wants  of  the  Institution,  have  been  cheerfully 
endured  under  the  consciousness  that  they  were  performing  a great  pub- 
lic duty.  These  original  members  have  remained  in  the  Board,  not  in 
obedience  to  their  desires,  but  in  accordance  with  the  conviction,  that, 
having  been  there  in  the  commencement  of  the  Institution,  their  contin- 
ued presence  gave  a guaranty  to  the  people,  favorable  to  the  school. 
These  members  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  those 
gentlemen  who  have  entered  more  recently  upon  their  duties  as  members 
of  the  Board. 

Nor  can  we  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  excel- 
lence of  the  olllcers,  who  have  charge  of  the  “ interior  affairs  ” of  the 
Institution.  We  feel  confident  that  no  similar  Institution  in  the  Union 
is  entrusted  to  better  officers.  They  are  the  praise  of  all  who  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging  of  their  labors. 

We  commend  the  school  to  the  General  Assembly,  with  the  confident 
assurance,  that  Justice  will  be  rendered  to  an  institution  that  is  a public 
blessing,  and  a monument  to  the  philanthropic  and  enlightened  liberality 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,"! 

T.  S.  BELL, 

CHAS.  J.  CL.-VRK, 

E.  P.  HUMPHREY, 

WILLIAM  KENDRICK, 

SAMUEL  CASSEDAY. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Louisville,  Fcbntary  3,  1849, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  TUB  General  AssE.Mni.v  of  Kentucky  : 

The  Board  of  Visitor.^  of  tlie  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  respectfully  present  their 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  number  of  pupils,  during  the  last  year,  has  been  thirty-eight 

nineteen  males,  and  the  same  number  of  femnles.  Ten  have  been  ad- 
mitted sinec  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  and  tivo  have  received  a 
regular  di.scliarge;  one  of  whom,  we  regret  to  state,  died,  a few  inonth.n 
after  his  di.smission,  at  the  residence  of  his  parents. 

It  is  also  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  another,  the  first  and 
only  pupil  that  has  ever  been  removed  by  death  from  the  Institution. 
She  was  a child  of  remarkable  loveliness,  possessed  of  intellectual  and 
moral  endowments  of  the  highest  order;  and,  in  her  death,  the  Institu- 
tion, as  well  as  her  relatives,  has  sustained  a severe  loss.  At  the  time 
of  her  death,  which  occurred  on  the  second  day  of  the  present  month 
she  had  been  connected  with  the  Institution  only  six  weeks  ; yet,  in  that 
brief  period,  she  had  greatly  endeared  herself  to  all,  by  the  interestino- 
and  lovely  traits  of  character  which  she  constantly  exhibited.  Throu»-lu 
out  her  illness,  which  was  long  and  painful,  she  bore,  her  sufferings  with 
almost  une.xamplcd  fortitude;  ever  manifesting  a patient  endurance,  an 
unmindfulness  of  self,  and  a regard  for  the  comfort  of  others,  which  are 
very  unusual,  even  in  persons  of  mature  years,  and  altogether  unlooked- 
for  in  a child  of  but  seven  summers.  Though  in  a few  days  after  her 
arrival  at  the  Institution,  she  was  attacked  with  the  disease,  (contracted 
probably,  while  at  home,,)  which  terminated  fatally,  she  ex-pressed  no  re- 
gret that  she  had  left  her  home,  but  constantly  manifested  the  deepest 
gratitude  for  the  kindness  of  those  who  had  the  care  of  her.  The  Di- 
rector, and  other  officers  of  the  Institution,  spared  neither  pains  nor  ex- 
pense in  ministering  to  her  comfort;  she  was  attended  by  the  kindest 
and  most  skillful  physicians,  who  visited  her  daily;  she  received  the  con- 
stant attentions  of  the  tenderest  nurses;  and,  if  human  efforts  could 
have  availed,  she  would  have  been  restored. 

But  while  we  deeply  lament  the  early  removal  of  this  intcrestino-  and 
loved  pupil,  it  becomes  us  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  kindness 
of  that  Providence  that  has  granted  to  the  Institution  the  remarkable  ex- 
emption from  death,  with  which  it  has  been  favored,  for  nearly  ein-ht 
years.  Since  the  school  was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils, 
more  than  seventy  have,  been  admitted,  few  of  whom  enjoyed  vigorous 
health  at  the  time  of  their  admission  ; and  yet  we  have  been  called  to 
record  the  death  of  only  one,  within  the  walls  of  the  Institution. 

During  the,  last  year,  the  Director,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  pupil.s, 
visited  the  counties  in  the  western  section  of  the  State,  and  gave,  in  the 
principal  towns,  exhibitions  of  the  attainments  of  the  pupils,  and  tho 
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inode  of  iriatruction  pursued  in  the  Institution.  The  deepest  interest  in 
the  exercises,  and  the  highest  satisfaction  were  every  where  expressed; 
and  the  Institution,  itself,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  State  where  we 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  make  known  its  ohiiracter  and  success,  was 
regarded  with  universal  favor.  In  conso([uence  of  this  tour,  a number 
of  pupils  have  entered  the  .school,  and  more  are  expected ; most  of 
whom  would  probably  never  have  reached  the  Institution,  but  for  per- 
sonal eflbrts  of  l.his  kind.  Should  the  funds  of  the  Institution  ju.stify  it, 
the  Director  will  continue,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  excursions,  with 
one  or  more  of  the  pupils,  until  every  county  seat  in  Kentucky  shall  have 
been  visited,  and  all  the  blind  youth  in  the  State  shall  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  existence  of  the  Institution,  and  the  inestimable  privileges 
that  have  been  secured  for  them,  by  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  County  Commissioners  in  Kentucky,  to  as- 
certain, annually,  and  report  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  their  respec- 
tive counties;  but  this  duty,  so  important  to  the  interests  of  the  unfor- 
tunate blind,  scattered  over  our  extended  territory,  has,  as  yet,  been  bul 
partially  performed  in  many  of  the  counties,  vvhile  in  others  it  has  beer 
totally  neglected.  When  the  benevolent  design  of  the  law,  requiring 
this  information  to  be  reported,  shall  be  generally  understood,  it  is  be 
lieved  that  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  others,  will  take  pleasure  it 
seeing  that  its  requisitions  are  carefully  complied  with. 

No  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  study  and  la- 
bor of  the  pupils  since  the  last  report  was  presented.  The  pupils  gene 
rally  manifest  great  interest  in  all  their  studies,  and  their  improvemeni 
has  been  highly  satisfactory.  All  have  done  well,  and  some  have  m,ad< 
remarkable  progress.  To  those  members  of  the  Legislature  who  hav< 
examined  the  previous  reports  of  this  Board,  and  the  reports  of  the  com 
mittees  from  the  General  Assembly  who  have  visited  the  Institution,  a 
well  as  those  who  have  visited  the  Instiution  in  person,  or  witnessed  th( 
examinations  of  the  pupils  in  the  Capitol  of  the  State,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  state,  that  the  pupils  attend  to  the  various  branches  of  learning  usual 
Sy  taught  in  the  best  Academies  of  the  State,  and  that,  in  the  acquisitioi 
of  knowledge,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  their  mental  powers,  their  im 
provoment  is  generally  equal  to  that  of  pupils  who  are  blessed  with  al 
the  senses.  Deprived,  as  they  are,  of  all  participation  in  the  enjoymen 
of  visible  beauty  in  the  works  of  nature  and  art,  they  seem  more  fully  ti 
appreciate  the  intellectual  and  moral  beauties  presented  in  the  studies  o 
the  school ; and  rarely  need  to  be  urged  to  greater  diligence  in  the  pur 
suit  of  knowledge.  Study  is,  to  them,  no  less  a delight  than  a duty. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  again  tendered  to  the  proprietors  of  th' 
Louisville  Daily  .lournal,  Louisville  Alorning  Courier,  l’resb)'tcrian  Her 
aid.  Catholic  Advocate,  Kentucky  Yeoman,  and  Alethodist  Quarterly 
Review,  for  copies  of  their  respective  publications,  which  have  been  sen 
gratuitously  to  the  Institution  for  several  years.  Selections  from  thes 
periodicals  are  read  to  the  school  dail}*;  and  the  news  of  the  day,  a 
well  as  other  important  information  contained  in  them,  is  eagerly  sougl-^ 
for  by  the  pupils.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  these  favors  will  be  contini 
ued,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  other  journals  in  Kentucky  will  placi 
the  Institution  under  similar  obligations. 
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The  usual  atu-nlion  has  been  giveu,  during  the  lust  year,  to  the  vari- 

•»  the  Institution  ; but  we  exceedingly  rc- 
g et  that  we  have  not  been  al)lc  to  devote  to  the  mechanical  department 
the  .imount  which  its  necessities  and  importance  demand.  To  manv  of 
our  pupils  this  deparfiTient  is  by  tar  the  most  important  branch  of\he 
uMitution,  lor  in  it,  il  any  where,  they  must  gain  the  knowledge  and 
dustry  f'‘is‘hlc  them  to  support  tlicinselvcs  by  their  own  in- 

Tla.  following  sUtcmonte.vhibitslbe  profit  of  the  raeob.mioal  dopart.nent  the  la.,t  year: 

To  value  of  mamifacturcl  .articles  on  hand,  January  1 1?49  . 

lovalueof  unnianufacturtd  .stock  on  hand,  January  l’lg49'  . 

1 o cost  of  raw  materials  in  the  year  1841)  . - ’ . ’ . 

To  salary  of  teacher  of  handicraft, ' 


$375  84 
195  84 
81  73 
134  53 


787  93 


By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  January  1,1850 
By  v.alne  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  January  1 1850’ 
By  sales  during  the  year  1849,  ■ . - . . ' 

Balance  in  favor  of  mechanical  department. 


Ce. 

$521  24 
225  00 
120  00 


866  24 
$78  25 


The  receipts  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1650,  have  been  as  follows 
From  Iventnekv,  fur  support  of  State  beneficiaries,  . 

Fri  mPovdras  Female  Orphan  Asylum,  for  board  and  tuition  of  il  A Slitehell 
I'or  board  and  tuition  of  E.  Fazakcrly,  - . . miicueii 

Sales  of  articles  made  by  pupils,  - ' 

Balance  in  bauds  of  Treasurer,  at  date  of  last  report, 


$2,927  99 
325  00 
50  00 
120  00 
581  02 


pie  erpendituresof  the  same  year  have  been  as  follows 
balariesof  officers,  . . . . , 

Wages  of  servants,  l.rborers,  and  seamstress 
Provisions,  groceries,  itc., 

Fuel,  • .... 

Dry  goods,  furniture,  Ac.,  . 

Repairs, 

Expen.se.s  of  traveling  and  exhibitions 

Insurance,  

Lumber, 

Balance  due  on  work  shop. 

Raw  materials  for  work  department. 

Miscellaneous  expenses. 


$4,004  Ol 


$2,223  07 
5 )2  03 
1,109  88 
199  73 
123  55 
61  61 
101  15 
30  00 
21  84 
83  00 
81  73 
56  72 


Leaving  against  the  Institution,  a balance  of. 


4,624  23 

$ 620  22 

tk  preceding  portion  of  thU  report,  will  show 

cn  m I"®t'tation  for  the  Blind  needs  a larger  share  o^f  the  fosterin- 

bhnd°whrf-!^e°'  r unfortunate 

blind  who  ate  receiving  education  and  a knowdedge  of  handicraft  un- 

der  the  endowment  of  the  State,  are  to  have  these  benefits  in  any  thing 
hkc  their  fullness.  And  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties,  as  TrustLs  un- 
der the  Commonwealth,  wc  feel  it  incumbent  on  ns  to  urge  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  General  Assembly,  the  necessities  of  the  Institution.  Year 
KVr  ^ ^ ‘ hampered  and  pinched  in  the  discharge  of  our 

S the  In  Ft’ been  compiled  to 
tint  the  Institution,  and  thereby  cripple  its  usefulness,  in  those^ depart- 


ineiitsthat  arc  csaential  to  its  highest  usefulness.  We  do  not  allude  to 
those  accoraplishtnents  that  may  be  considered  tnore  show)  than  useful, 
but  to  those  advantages  that  promote  the  wellare  of  the  pupils,  by  pre- 
narino-  them  to  earn  a livelihood  by  their  own  exertions 
^ When  wc  took  charge  of  this  trust,  the  character  of  the  Institution 
was  so  novel  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  that  we  determined,  while  the 
education  of  the  blind  could  be  considered,  in  any  degree,  a matter  of 
experiment,  to  practice  the  most  rigid  economy  in  all  departments  of  the 
Institution  That  wo  have  done  so,  may  be  easily  demonstrated  to  those, 
who  will  examine  the  history  of  our  operations,  given  m our  annual  re- 
norts  A rhnd  system  of  economy  has  been  constantly  practiced  , e%e- 
item  of  ex°penditure  is  presented  to  the  Board,  with  a voucher  before 
any  money  can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  ; and  we  arc,  therefore  en- 
able d to  speak  of  the  excellence  of  the  economic  arrangements  of  the 

Institution^  But,  in  spite  of  all  our  care,  we  have  long  been  salisfred 
that  without  some  other  resources  than  the  sum  allowed  b)  the  Stat  • 
for  eleemosynary  pupils,  the  Institution  must  cither  be  shorn  of  its  use- 
fulness, or\liscontinued  altogether;  and  we,  cannot  behove  that  cither 
result  would  be,  satisfactory  to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  oi  to 
ire  peile  themselves.  Too  many  of  the  blind  of  Kentucky  hai^  cn- 
ioved  the  blessings  of  this  noble  Institution,  to  jnslify  a cessation  of  that 
munificence  of  the.  State,  that  has  already  been  attended  with  so  man) 
good  results;  results  not  only  highly  honorable  to  the  State  but  of  ines- 
Bmable  advantage  to  a worthy  and  unfortunate  class  oi  the  people  of 
Sucky  The  charity  of  the  State,  thus  bestowea  m fitting  this  un- 
fortunate class  for  usefulness  and  independence,  has  been  diverted  Irom 

that  eTend^ture,  without  ulterior  good,  formerly  made  for  the  ^«Pport  of 
nauDcrs  Many  of  those,  who  arc.  educated  in  this  school  ucrc  ioi  nieil) 
SependVnt  on  diarity  ; ami  others  doubt,  prevented  from 

becomingso.by  the  privileges  here  afforded  to  them.  , 

As  one  of  the  many  illustrations,  that  might  be  oC  the  decima- 

tion that  we  have  been  constantly  hampered  in  giving  to  the  b find  tho.e 
advantages  which  they  should  enjoy  in  a sclmol  be  e 

fit,  wc  refer  to  the  fact  ;hat  - >ave  n^ 

„ cn  ruste  to  ns  ^ in  this  im- 

the  lema  es , and  K ^ Institution,  upon  such  occasional  attention  as 

i'  rt  of  handicraft  as  will  enable  them  to  obtain  an  honest  suppoi  t b) 
kind,s  “f  hf'  dm  a t t interest  in  the  wellare  of  all 

’^  ththe  funds  necessary  to  enable  us  to  impart  to  them  the  means  o 

usefulness  and  independence,  which  they  are  unable. 
usciuine  tUo 'state  W'o  are  con  idcnt  thatv'c  shall  not  lull) 

the  assistance  /'longer  in  a system  of  economy  that 

discharge  ou  ),  ijifip,,  c'ssential  to  their  advancement  in  the 

SrLu  7£dilS^i::£^£  a"  other  departments  of  education.  : 
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And  when  the  members  of  the  Geiu  rnl  Assembly  notir-e  that  the  cxpcn 
ses  of  this  Institution  have  been  much  below  those  of  similar  establish- 
ments in  other  States,  we  feel  assured  that  none  will  he  disposed  to 
withhold  from  it  the.  comparative  pittance  necessary  to  its  itrospcrity. 

At  the  time  we  undertook  the  mana'jeinent  of  the'  Institution,  upon 
the  annual  provision  made  by  the  State,  we  hoped  that  we  should  re- 
ceive pu()ils  from  Indiana,  Illinois,  :ind 'rennessee  ; but  those  States  have 
already  established  Institutions  of  their  own,  with  a liberal  hand,  and 
we  have  thus  been  disajtpointed  of  anticiiiatcd  aid. 

But  the  most  material  disappointment  has  arisen  from  the  failure  to 
derive  any  benefit  from  the  charter  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Bail- 
road  Company.  While  we  tire  confident  that  we  may,  with  suitable 
amendments  to  the  charter,  look  to  the  completion  of  tli'at  improvement 
as  a source  of  su]tport  to  the  .school,  we  have  to  report  that  we  have 
not,  as  yet,  derived  any  income  from  it.  Vtirious  causes  have  combined 
to  prevent  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work.  The  Institution  for 
the  Blind  having  no  means  at  its  disposal  for  the  construction  of  the 
road,  the  Railroad  Company  was  compelled  to  barter  the  privileges  of 
the  charter  to  capitalists.  • 

No  responsibility,  with  respect  to  the  construction  of  this  road,  was 
bestowed  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  ; but  an  independent  IJoard. 
to  whom  was  committed  that  duty,  was  ajtpointcd  by  the  Legislature.' 
Notwithstanding  this,  such  w.as  the  interest  lelt  by  the  'J’rustccs,  in  en- 
larging the  usefulness  of  the  scltool  entrusted  to  them,  that  they  labored 
as  sedulously  in  endeavoring  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  construction  of 
the  road,  as  if  that  duty  had  been  tissigned  to  them  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. As  a Board,  wc  bear  testimony  to  the  zealous  and  eflicient  la- 
bors of  two  gentlemen,  especially,  who  were,  at  the  time,  our  colleagues, 
in  furthering  the  objects  of  the  Railroad  charter.  By  their  diligent  and 
laudable  exertions,  the  subscription  of  stock,  to  the  full  amount  of  the 
capital  of  the  Company,  was  secured.  The  chartered  rights,  bestowed 
in  favor  of  the  Institution,  wore  then  transferred  to  the  stockholders,  on 
the  best  terms  that  could  be  obtained;  and  if  the  improvement  could 
have  been  made,  wo  doubt  not  that  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  would 
have  been  placed  in  a prosperous  condition.  But  the  body  to  whom  the 
General  Assembly  committed  the  duty  of  constructing  the  road,  failed  to 
accomplish  the  work.  It  was  found  impossible  to  obttiin  the  right  of 
way  through  Portland,  on  such  terms  as  were  deemed  proper.  The  mu- 
nicipal authorities  of  that  town  felt  themselves  bound  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  a wharf,  that  had  cost  them  a largo  sum  of  money;  and,  in 
the  protection  of  those  interests,  there  were  difficulties  presented,  under 
the  present  charter,  which  materially  interfered  with  the  construction  of 
the  road.  With  the  municipal  authorities  of  Louisville,  also,  difficulties 
presented  themselves.  Those  authorities  refused  the  right  of  w.ay 
through  the  streets  of  the  city,  on  any  terms,  under  the  present  arrange- 
ments of  the  charter;  and  the  capital  of  the  Company  was  not  sufficient 
both  to  construct  the  road  and  to  force  it  through  the  city.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved, that,  with  suitable  amendments  to  the  charter,  wo  shall  be  able  to 
command  the  co-operation  of  the  authorities  of  Louisville.  The  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  has  entirely  failed  to  draw  any  support  from  this 
source,  in  accordance  with  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  General  .A.ssem- 
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bly.  But  we  are  by  no  means  disheartened.  We  feel  confident  that  we 
shall  be  able,  ultimately,  to  secuie  benefits  to  the  Institution  from  this 
Railroad  charter,  and  thus  relieve  the  State  Treasury  from  a portion  of 
its  charge  ; and,  in  order  to  commence  new  efforts  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  desirable  object,  we  have  called  upon  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Railroad  Company  to  vacate  the  stock  subscribed,  and  re- 
store the  charter  to  the  corporators  originally  named  by  the  Legislature. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  this  reasonable  request  will  bo  complied  with. 
When  the  charter  is  returned,  application  will  be  made  to  your  honora- 
ble body,  for  some  essential  amendments,  which  cannot  fail  to  command 
your  favor  ; and  we  shall  then  hope  to  succeed  in  constructing  the  road. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  we  must  ask  of  the  General  Assembly 
additional  means  to  support  the  school.  Notwithstanding  the  constant 
practice  of  the  most  rigid  economy,  the  expenditures  of  the  Institution, 
for  the  last  year,  have  exceeded  its  receipts  for  the  same  period,  by  the 
sum  of  $1,201  24.  A balance  of  $581  02,  in  the  hands  of  our  Treasu- 
rer at  the  commencement  of  last  year,  reduces  the  balance  against  the 
Institution  to  $620  22.  It  is  necessary  that  provision  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  this  debt,  and  for  the  support  of  the  school,  until  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  Railroad  shall  yield  some  income. 

We  need  means  not  only  to  maintain,  but  to  extend  the  usefulness  of 
the  Institution ; and  we  ask  this,  not  as  a dead  investment,  but  as  a loan 
to  enable  us,  by  education,  to  continue  to  remove  the  blind  from  your 
list  of  paupers,  and  to  make  them  industrious  and  useful  producers,  in- 
stead of  mere  consumers  of  the  county  levies.  We  ask  not  for  means  to 
make  linguists  of  the  blind,  nor  to  give  them  accomplishments  more  or- 
namental than  substantial  and  useful ; but  we  ask  for  means  to  give 
them  full  range  in  those  limited  fields  of  knowledge  adapted  to  them  ; 
we  ask  for  means  to  place  in  the  reach  of  these  children  of  misfortune, 
copies  of  every  one  of  the  very  limited  number  of  books  that  have  been 
printed  for  the  blind.  The  library  of  the  blind  is,  at  best,  a meagre  one, 
but  the  Kentucky  Institution  is  not  supplied  with  all  the  books  compo- 
sing it.  The  books  printed  for  the  blind  have  been  judiciously  selected  ; 
they  are  of  such  kinds  as  impart  substantial  and  useful  knowledge  ; and 
the  blind  of  Kentucky  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  this  limited  source 
of  enjoyment,  by  the  absence  of  the  books  adapted  to  their  peculiar  con- 
dition. The  library  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  is  composed,  in  part,  of 
donations  from  the  benevolent;  for  its  enlargement,  we  appeal  to  the 
liberality  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  number  of  embossed  books, 
the  only  kind  that  the  blind  can  read,  is  so  small,  that  the  purchase  of  a 
Bufficient  number  of  copies  of  each  will  not  be  a burden  to  the  State, 
while  it  will  be  productive  of  great  and  lasting  benefits  to  the  pupils  of 
the  Institution. 

As  but  few  of  the  blind  are  able  to  supply  themselves  with  books,  on 
leaving  the  Institution,  we  recommend  that  the  Board  of  Visitors  be  ern- 
powered,  and  furnished  with  the  requisite  means,  to  present  to  each  indi- 
gent pupil,  who  passes  creditably  through  the  Institution,  a copy  of  the 
Bible,  printed  in  raised  letter.-!.  To  tire  State,  this  would  ho  but  a 
small  sum  annually— to  the  recipients  of  the  gift,  it  would  be  a blessing 
above  all  price. 

When  the  funds  of  the  Institution  will  justify  it,  the  Trustees  desire  to 
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make  some  addition  to  the  library  of  the  blind,  by  printing  school  books 
that  are  greatly  needed,  as  well  as  some  of  the  standard  works  in  Eng- 
lish literature.  For  tlie  few  books  that  now  gladden  the  lives  of  the 
blind,  they  are  indebted  to  the  benevcih'iiee  and  liberality  of  other  States. 
Kentucky  has  not  yet  raised  a single  letter  to  enlighten  the  dark  hours  of 
this  unfortunate  class.  W(!  feel  .solicitous  that  our  own  State  should 
contribute  her  part  to  this  benevolent  work,  and  therefore  commend  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  (.leneral  Assembly. 

In  view  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Institution,  we  respectfully, 
but  earnestly,  recommend  that  an  annual  appropriation  be  made  by  the 
General  Assembly,  sullicient  to  place  this  Institution  on  an  equality  with 
similar  Institutions  in  other  States,  and  to  make  it  worthy  of  the  enlight- 
ened and  liberal  character  of  Kentucky.  The  amount  requisite  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution,  and  purchase  the  necessary  fur- 
niture, books,  maps,  globes,  and  other  apparatus,  is,  according  to  our 
estimates,  three  thousand  dollars,  annr.ally,  in  addition  to  the  present 
provision. 

The  Institution  is  in  want  of  many  comforts,  which  our  straightened 
means  have  forced  us  to  deny  to  it;  anu  we  feel  confident,  from  the  past 
liberality  of  the  Legislature,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  let  the  essential 
wants  of  the  school  be  known,  to  have  them  provided  for.  The  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  in  Kentucky  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  That  unfor- 
tunate class  has  bad  its  condition  immensely  improved  by  this  school; 
and,  in  looking  upon  that  im])i-o\  emcnt,  the,  'rrustces  cannot  but  regret 
that  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  it  greater. 

The  duties  devolved  on  this  Board  have  been  severe,  and  often  of  a try- 
ing nature  ; but  they  have  been  cheerfully  perl'ormed,  in  view  of  the 
philanthropic  character  of  the  endowment  of  the  State.  Under  the 
genial  influence  of  Kentucky  benevolence,  the  deplorable  condition  of 
an  unfortunate  class  has  been  cheered  by  the  light  of  knowledge;  their 
raylcss  orbs  have  |)icrccd  the  darkness  to  which  they  were  consigned, 
and  they  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  the  bles.sings  of  a sound  and  use- 
ful education.  Instead  of  being  dependent  upon  county  levies  for  a dole- 
ful pittance,  they  have  been  cliccred  by  the  knowledge  that  the  liberal 
hand  of  the  Commonwealth  was  opened  to  them  ; that  they  were  invited 
to  the  fountains  of  knowledge,  and  that  the  means  were  offered  to  ena- 
ble them  to  become  industrious,  useful,  and  independent  members  of  so- 
ciety. Many  have  already  l)ecn  ele-vated  from  a deplorable  ignorance 
to  the  pure  and  ennobling  joys  of  knowledge  ; and,  instead  of  being  de- 
pendent on  a cold  charity,  they  have  been  taught  to  labor  with  their  own 
hands  for  an  independent  and  honoraldc  livelihood.  The  hours  that 
were  once  spent  in  cheerless  idleness,  arc  now  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  mental  and  physical  powers,  and  the  voice  of  melody  and 
harmony,  tuned  by  thorough  tuition  in  the  science  of  music,  now  enli- 
vens the  hours  of  laborand  recreation.  Such  pupils  as  pass  through  the 
nece.ssary  requirements  of  the  school,  arc  tabic  to  go  forth  into  society, 
and  make  an  honest  support,  by  imaans  of  their  skill  as  teachers  or  me- 
chanics. These  arc  invaluable  returns  for  the  endowment  bestowed  by 
the  State  on  the  Institution,  and  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to  see  these  bles- 
sings greatly  enlarged. 

A part  of  the,  members  of  the  Board  have  participated  in  the  manage 
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ment  of  the  School  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  its  fortunes  to  the  present 
time;  and  in  all  the  labors  and  sacrifices  consequent  upon  this  trustee- 
ship thej'  have  been  constantly  sustained  by  the  results  of  their  efforts 
for  the  n-ood  of  the  blind;  and  they  would  rejoice  to  feel,  before  their  re- 
tirement from  the  Board,  that  the  Institution  had  been  placed  in  the  most 
prosperous  condition  possible.  Though  the  labor  has  been  severe,  it  has 
been  a labor  of  love  to  all  who  have  shared  in  it ; and  it  has  been  fruit- 
ful in  joy  to  the  unfortunate,  and  has  blessed  their  forlorn  estate  with  the 
inestimable  treasures  of  knowledge.  It  is  impossible  that  an  unfortu- 
nate class  of  Kentucky  society,  which  has  secured  the  warmest  sympa- 
thies of  those  who  labor  most  for  it,  can  plead  in  vain,  in  appealing  to  the 
iustice  and  liberality  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
to  whose  fostering  care  wo  now  earnestly  commend  the  interests  of  this 
State  School.  It  has  constantly  grown  upon  our  affections,  and  is  en- 
deared to  us  by  many  ties.  It  makes  its  appeals  to  the  best  feelings  of 
humanity ; the  Christian  and  the  mere  moralist  find  in  its  character  all 
that  enlivens  the  highest  philanthropy— justice,  gentleness,  and  mercy  to 

the.  virtuous,  well-deserving  unfortunate.  , , 

Wherever  an  exhibition  of  the  benefits  of  this  Institution  has  been 
made  before  the  people  of  Kentucky,  it  has  roused  the  deepest  sympa- 
thy and  they  have  unanimously  declared  themselves  in  favor  ot  grant- 
in- the  most  liberal  support  to  the  School.  And  ihe  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  by  the  unusual  degree  of  unanimity  with  vvhich  they 
have  granted  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Institution,  have  prov- 
ed themselves  to  he  faithful  representatives  of  a generous  people  In 
no  sin-le  instance  have  they  refused  aid,  solicited  in  behalf  of  the  Insti- 
tution ; and  we  trust  that  they  will,  by  making  the  small  annual  appro- 
priation necessary,  perfect  the  noble  work  which  has  been  so  success- 
fully begun. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  held  on  the  17th  day  of  January,  18o0  he 
foregoin-  report  was  read  and  adopted,  as  the  Annual  Report  ot  the 
Board  to  the  Gerr.r.l  A.«mbl,. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Louisville,  January  18,  1850. 
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|]  Decciued 


ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director;  but  no 
person  who  is  under  six  or  over  liftee n years  of  age,  can  be  admitted 
without  a special  vote  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  incurable  blind- 
ness, and  of  freedom  from  all  offensive  and  infectiou.s  diseases;  and 
they  must  furnish  s.atisfactory  testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral 
character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence,  and  Post  Of- 
fice address  of  the  applicant;  the  year,  month,  day,  and  place  of  his 
birth ; the  names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living  ; the  pe- 
cuniary circumstances  of  the  parents  or  other  relations  who  have  the 
care  of  the  applicant;  at  what  age  and  by  what  means  the  blindness 
was  pioduced  ; whether  it  is  total ; and  whether  there  are  other  instan- 
ces of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children,  resident  in  this  State,  will  be  received  and  educated 
at  the  expense  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  .above  requirements, 
they  must  furnish  ccitificates  from  some  magistrate,  or  other  well  known 
respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  that  their 
parents  and  immediate  relations  are  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
their  education. 

Both  State  and  paying  pupils,  must  come  provided  wdth  a full  supply 
of  comfortable  clothing,  w'hich  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the 
owner,  and  renewT,d,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Travel- 
ing expenses,  to  and  from  the  institution,  must  also  be  paid  by  the  pupils 
or  their  friends.  f j v i' 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  September, 
and  closes  on  the  15th  of  July.  It  is  important  that  the  pupils  be  pre- 
sent at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then 
return  to  their  homes,  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends. 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils,  for  board,  tuition,  wmshing, 
and  music,  are  one  hundred  doUare.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  the.  Institu- 
bon  during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars  is  made, 
rayments  must  be  made  quarterly  in  advance 


COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


PMMAEY  CLASS — FIRST  YEAR. 

Reading, 
Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 
Geography, 
Vocal  Music. 


SECOND  CLASS — SECOND  YEAR. 

Reading, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Geography, 

English  Grammar, 

Music,  (optional.) 

MIDDLE  CLASS — THIRD  Y’EAR. 

Moral  Philosophy, 

English  Grammar, 

Natural  History, 

Writing, 

Mathematics  and  Music,  (optional.) 

JCNIOR  CLASS — FOURTH  YEAR. 

History, 

Composition  and  Declamation. 

Rhetoric, 

Physiology  and  Anatomy, 

Natural  Theology, 

iMathcmatics,  Languages,  and  Music,  (op- 
tional.) 

SENIOR  CLASS — FIFTH  YEAR. 

Natural  Philosophy, 

History, 

Astronomy, 

Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Mineralogy,  Geology.  Chemistry,  and  Mu 
sie,  (optional.) 
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Juiill  CoiiiiiiilltH;  iiiipoiiilcd  lo  vi^il  llie  liistiluiioii  for  ilic  Ediicalioii 
of  I lie  BJiiid,  ill  LiHiisvillo. 


riie  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a Joint  Committee,  by  a reso- 

S nT.t  ‘ of  Kentucky,  “to  visit  the  Institution  for  the 

Education  of  the  Blind,  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  to  examine  into 
the  present  condition  and  prospects  of  said  Institution,  and  ascertain 
^ hether  any  further  legislative  action  be  requisite  for  promoting  the 
Upwr  the  benefits  thereof,”  respectfully  beg  leave  to 

That  under  and  by  virtue  of  said  resolution,  we  proceeded  to  the  citv 

^thrCaVi  rr°''  '-21st  ultimo,  and  on  the  next  day,  having  been  met 

at  tl  cGa  t House,  in  said  city,  by  the  Hon.  W.  F.  Bullock,  President  of 
he  boardo  I istfors,  he  received  us  with  his  xvonted  urbanitv,  and  kind- 
> conducted  us  to  the  Institution,  where  we  were  introduced  to  the  Su- 
perintendent thereof  and  his  several  assistants.  In  Mr.  Fallen  we 
lound  a gentleman,  whose  acquaintance  we  are  proud  to  acknowledee' 
and  of  whose  merit  and  worth  we  take  pleasure  in  bearing  our  hi-hest 
testimony  to  the  people  of  Kentucky.  In  Mr.  Fallen,  Jr.,  his  assis'tant, 
and  in  3frx.  PurL.,  the  ofliciating  Matron,  and  Mr.  Golshall,  the  teachef 
01  Handicraft,  we  found  combined  those  traits  of  character  and  quali- 
ncations  so  essentially  requisite  for  their  respective  stations.  The6«(7</- 
itng  IS  a spacious  edifice  of  brick,  ^mll  constructed,  and  convenientlv  laid 
on,  and  divided  into  divers  rooms,  passages  and  apartments.  It  lias  a 
ne  airy  location  on  Broadway,  entirely  remote  from  the  scenes  of  bustle 
• and  the  active  business  operations  of  the  city.  We  were  forcibly  struck  with 
line  appearance  of  neatncs.s  and  order,  presented  to  our  view,  on  enter- 
ing the  premises.  Every  thing  seemed  invested  with  its  Sundav  garb 
i and  to  bear  an  impress  of  taste  and  skill,  care  and  diligence,  in  the  high- 
s ( egree  creditable  to  those  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
nstitution.  VVe  carefully  scanned  the  interior  of  the  mansion,  and  ex- 
mined,  particularly,  its  appendages.  We  were  much  pleased  to  observe 
e evidences  of  taste  and  diligence  that  every  where  prevailed.  But 
e were  pained  to  witness  the  lamentable  deficiencea  of  furniture  and 


fixtures,  and  otlier  appliaiioes,  so  essoiitinlly  requisite  to  tlje  profitable 
and  heathful  operation  of  such  an  establishment.  There  is  but  a small 
fraction  of  the  building  either  papered  or  painted;  much  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  floors  are  utterly  destitute  of  carpeting;  and  there  are  scarce- 
ly chairs  or  settees  sufficient  in  any  of  the  rooms,  to  accommodate  a 
small  assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  Library  ia  a scanty 
collection  of  books,  totally  inadequate,  as  we  would  suppose,  to  the  exi- 
gences of  the  Institution.  The  Literary  dcparimenl  is  very  indifferently 
supplied  with  maps  and  charts.  The  workshop^  and  slnre  room,  are  small 
narrow  structures,  entirely  too  cramped  and  diminutive  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  in  their  erection.  Indeed,  we  might  safely  say , that  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  real  comforts  and  conveniences,  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Institute,  there  is  a woful  deficiency.  Every  thing  per- 
taining to  the  Institute,  indicates  the  exercise  of  the  most  rigid  economy 
in  its  management.  The  resources  hitherto  afforded  by  the^  Common- 
wealth, have  evidently  been  well  husbanded,  and  most  judiciously  ex- 
pended. Yet,  in  view  of  all  these  difficulties,  obstacles  and  disadvan- 
tages—in  dispite  of  all  these  embarrassments  and  discouraging  circum- 
stances— the  Institute  has  prospered;  and  by  dint  of  the  untiring  labor 
and  perseverance  of  those  noble  specimens  of  humanity,  who  hate  em- 
barked their  agencies  in  this  laudable  enterprise,  its  progress  has  been 
upward  and  onward.  Its  eagle-plumed  energies  are  still  in  brilliant  and 
active  requisition,  and  if  properly' stimulated  and  upheld  by  the  requisite 
legislative  protection  and  patronage,  must,  ere  long,  perch  “on  the 
heaven  kissed  heights”  of  benevolent  achievement. 

Of  the  Pvpils  of  the  Institute,  we  find  it  difficult  to  employ  language 
fully  and  appropriately  to  speak.  To  say  that  they  are  as  interesting 
specimens  of  intelligent  juvenility  as  we  have  ever  encountered,  is  cer- 
tainly no  exaggeration.  Notwithstanding  the  veil  that  palls  their  nat-_ 
ural  vision,  and  shuts  out  the  grandeur  of  creation  and  the  beauties  ol 
art  from  their  observation,  they  are  merry,  cheerful  and  happy  ; and  fur- 
nish in  their  conduct  such  evidences  of  the  correct  system  of  indoctrina- 
tion pursued  in  the  Institution,  as  at  once  to  establish  its  claims  to  the 
highest  consideration  of  a generous  people. 

We  witnessed  the  exhibition  of  these  pupils  in  the  various  phases 
of  their  several  employments  and  studies — in  the  workshops  and  school 
rooms.  We  saw  the' females  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  baskets, 
purses,  and  fancy  articles,  made  of  beads  and  other  light  materials  ; and 
their  work,  when  completed,  in  neatness  of  finish  and  elegance  of  exe- 
cution,  will  compare  with  :?iiniliii’  articles,  wrought  by  the  assistance  of 
the  ficutest  vision.  We,  in  like  manner,  saw  the  males  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  brushes.  Every  variety  of  that  article,  from  the  coarsest 
blacking,  to  the.  most  superbly  finished  hair  brush,  is  “turned  out_  by 
them,  with  wonderful  facility;  a'nd  their  work  will  challenge  competition 
with  the  product  of  the,  fancy  shops  of  any  of  our  cities  or  towns.  Uo 
were  highly  delighted  with  the  various  literary  recitations  ol  the  pupils, 
with  which  wc  were  again  and  again  favored. 

The  bible  was  read  with  great  facility  by  many— a few  of  them  wrote 
sentences  entirely  legible— mathematical  problems  were  solved,  and 
false  syntax  corrected  by  the  classes  in  these  several  departments  of 
learning — and  displays  of  geographical  knowledge  were  made,  most  as- 
tonishing and  wonderful.  Rivers  were  traced  on  the  maps  ; towns  and 
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cities  pointed  out;  various  localities  were  indicated;  and  latitude  and 
longitude  were  reckoned  with  the  greatest  perspicuity  and  dispatch 
Several  young  ladies  nianilcstad  great  prolieiency  in  the  science  ol'  mu- 
sic. t hey  played  on  the  piano-forte,  accompanying  the  instrument 
with  their  melodious  voices;  displaying  an  ease,  grace  and  elegance  of 
manners,  that  would  vie  with  the  efforts  of  the  most  accomplished  belles 
in  our  fa.shioiiable  saloons. 

Literary  compositions  in  ))roso  and  ])oetry,  were  repeated — several 
well  selected  pieces  were  spoken  by  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
But  the  most  interesting  and  touching  of  all  the  scenes  exhibited,  was 
presented  in  the  “large  liall,”  by  Mr.  Smith  and  his  pupils.  This  gen- 
tleman (we  learn)  has  been  blind  from  infancy.  Me  is  a man  of  line 
intelligence ; is  a regular  graduate  of  one  of  the  eastern  Institutions ; 
is  exceedingly  bland  in  his  manners,  affable  and  courteous  in  deport- 
ment, and  is  almost  without  a peer,  as  a musician,  in  his  line. 

Within  this  hall,  the  whole  number  of  inmates  belonging  to  the  Insti- 
tution, were  congregated  together,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  mag- 
nificent or^an  therein  located,  where  Mr.  Smith  presided  in  person. 
Thence  ensued  a concert  of  music — vocal  and  instrumental,  which  we 
can  ne’er  forget.  Its  influence  was  overpowering.  Our  hearts  were 
touched — our  eyes  overflowed — our  tears  gushed  forth.  We  couh  1 well 
exclaim,  in  the  language  of  an  author  of  eminence — 

“Our  piniont'ci  souls  were  seized,  and  cradled  in  Klysiuin." 

We  repeated  our  visit  on  the  succeeding  day,  and  were  again  enter- 
tained by  a repetition  of  the  same,  exercises,  greatly  heightened  in  inter- 
est however,  from  an  increased  cunjhlcnce  in  the  pu])ils,  and  the  disap- 
pearance, in  some  degree,  of  the.  diffidence  and  embarrassment  pre- 
viously evinced,  'fheir  jierformances  on  this  day,  were  peculiarlv  at- 
tractive. 

Having  completed  the  object  of  our  mission,  and  brought  our  labors 
to  a termination,  we  administered  to  the  pupils  a few  words  of  counsel 
and  encouragement,  and  bid  each  one  a kind  adieu. 

Our  visit,  throughout,  was  rcjilcte  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  and 
it  will  ever  be  to  us  a theme  of  delightful  reflection, 

As  the  result,  then,  of  our  deliberations  upon  the  matters  submitted  to 
us  for  consideration  and  investigation,  in  the  resolutions  above  re- 
ferred to,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  an  immediate  and 
liberal  appropriation  by  the  Legislature,  for  supplying,  in  part  at 
least,  the  urgent  wants  and  legitimate  demands  of  this  Institution. 

The  building  should  be  completed  forthwith  : the  interior  should  be 
made  to  correspond  with  the,  exterior,  by  a suitable  finish.  Let  the 
woodwork  bo  painted,  the  walls  be  papered,  and  such  decorations  and  em- 
bellishments be  added,  as  will  comport  with  the  reipiisitions  of  elegant 
taste.  I,et  every  floor  in  the  house  be  handsomcl}"  carpeted,  and  each 
room  bo  provided  with  a proper  supply  of  furniture. 

The  workshop  and  store  room  should  bo  enlarged,  and  if  jiossible,  ad- 
ditional ground  should  be,  obtained,  so  that  a garden  could  be  laid  out,  of 
sufficient  dimensions  to  furnish  the  Institute  with  all  the  vegetables  re- 
quisite for  its  consumption,  and  at  the  same  time,  afford  to  the  students 
an  extension  of  the  means  of  open-air  exercise.  This  latter,  however, 
is  a consideration,  in  our  opinion,  that  should  be  deferred,  until  others, 
more  exigont,  are  first  accommodated  or  disposed  of. 
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The  library  ought  by  all  means  to  be  replenished,  by  the  procurement 
of  a suitable  collection  of  books,  maps,  charts,  and  globes.  We  con- 
ceive that  each  pupil  who  graduates  or  is  honorably  discharged,  should 
be  furnished,  gratis,  by  the  In.slitutc,  with  a copy  of  the  Bible,  and  some 
other  useful  works  ; such,  for  instance,  as  the  Declaration  of  American 
Independence,  and  the  Constitutions  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Wc  recommend  that  ail  the  Acts  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  from 
the  founding  of  the  Institute,  in  1842,  as  well  as  the  Journals  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  same  period  of  time,  be 
placed  in  this  library ; and  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  Acts  and  Jour- 
nals of  the  Legislature,  hereafter  to  be  made  in  this  State,  that  one  copy 
of  each  be  in  like  manner  furnished  to  said  library,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
officers  of  the  Institute. 

We  further  recommend  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  that  may 
be  received.  From  a late  report  of  the  Second  Auditor,  it  appears  that 
there  are  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  219  unfortunate  human  beings 
who  are  deprived  of  vision,  and  who  are  doomed  to  grope  in  physical 
darkness,  to  the  full  end  and  term  of  their  respective  pilgrimages  on  earth. 
We  are  satisfied  that  this  number  is  below  the  truth,  and  that  another 
report  will  show  the  number  to  be  greater  than  that.  Does  not  this  ad- 
monish us  of  the  necessity  of  expanding  our  exertions,  and  of  accom- 
modating a larger  number  of  this  Providentially-afllicted  class  of  man- 
kind? Every  philanthropic  spirit  will  respond  affirmatively ! Let  the 
number,  then,  be  extended  to  sixty,  and  be  received  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  now  provided,  by  law,  for  indigent  pupils. 

We  desire  not  to  alarm  the  Legislature  in  the  amount  which  we  think 
should  be  appi-opriated  for  the  purposes  indicated;  but  without  a liberal 
benefaction  at  the  present  crisis,  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  the  Insti- 
tute cannot  be  disseminated  in  a ratio  commensurate  with  the  hopes  of 
its  founders,  or  the  expectations  of  its  friends.  These  benefits  and  bless- 
ings we  regard  as  “above  all  price  not  to  be  weighed  or  measured  by 
dollars  and  cents.  Kentucky  has  been  munificent  in  donations  to  other 
public  institutions  of  a kindred  character.  Thousands  on  thousands  have 
been  expended  for  the  comfort  and  relief  of  the  unfortunate  lunatic. 
The  deaf  and  dumb  have  been  in  like,  manner  “looked  after,’’  and  suita- 
bly provided  for.  Are  the  blind  less  objects  of  our  kind  compassion  and 
parental  regard’  Surely  not.  Whilst  then  we  are  looking  with  a fa- 
vorable eye  upon,  and  administering  our  cordials  of  relief  to  others,  let 
us  not  be  so  criminal  in  our  conduct  as  to  neglect  these  children  of  mis- 
fortune. We  have  made  a beginning  in  the  work — let  us  push  it  on  to- 
wards completion  ; and  so  long  as  wc  can  diffuse  the  happiness  we  have 
seen  How  from  the  precincts  of  the  Institute,  and  behold  the  precious 
treasures  of  intellect  now  collected,  and  that  may  hereafter  be  collected 
within  its  portals,  and  the  glories  of  menial  acquisition  that  arc  there 
daily  evolved,  we  feel  that  Providence  will  smile  upon  Legislative  cli'ort,  I 
directed  to  so  laudable  an  end  as  that  of  “extending  the  area”  of  its  ben-  | 
eficial  agencies,  by  com])etent  pecuniary  ]>rovision.  j 

We  would  recoinmend  an  appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  an-  j 
nually  until  this  desideratum  be,  accomplished.  In  order  to  supply  the  j 
vacuum  so  prominently  visible  in  the  wants  of  the  Institution,  and  to  | 
give  and  impart  to  it  a tone  and  emphasis  correspondent  with  the  “spirit  I 


of  the  present  age,  in  works  of  Philanthropy  am)  Benevolence  we 
think  a snui//cr  Bum  ought  not  to  be  dreamed  of.  By  this  means  we  can 
in  a feu  jears  place  the  Institute  upon  a linn  and  ])ermanent  basis,  and 
relieve  it  from  those  spasmodic  efl'orts  to  su-stain  its  existence,  to  u hicli 
it  has  heretofore  been  necessitated  to  resort.  V\e  will  thus  furnish  it 
with  ample  guaranties  of  a brighter  career  of  usefulness,  and  a more  ex- 
alted measure  of  benevolent  attainments.  We  have  great  faith  in  its 
ultimate  triumph.  Let  Kentucky  give  it  thedesired  aid  and  countenance 
and  u e hazard  the  assertion  that  wo  will  never  have  cause  to  blush  for 
this  object  of  our  regard 

We  then  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill  hereto  appended,  and  ask  for  its 
passage. 

y\ll  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WALTER  CHILES,  ) ^ , 

JAS.  I\L  RICE,  i iienate  committee. 

D.  HOWARD  SMITH,) 

F.  KENINEDY,  > H.  R.  committee 

JOHN  T.  QUARLES,  ) 


ADDENDA . 

Although  not  strictly  within  the  pale  of  our  duties  as  a committee,  yet 
we  feel  it  due  to  say,  in  connection  with  the  above  and  foregoing  repoit, 
that  whilst  in  Louisville  we  were  politely  waited  on  by  Messrs.  B.\rbee 
and  Pope,  in  behalf  of  the  “Marine  Hospital,”  with  a request  to  visit  that 
ln.stitution.  To  this  invitation  wc  yielded  our  assent,  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2-2d  of  January,  through  the  kind  assistance  of  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  and  Dr.  Fisher,  the  Superintendent  thereof,  we  made 
a cursory  examination  into  its  condition,  and  found  everything  in  admi- 
rable order.  A large  number  of  invalids,  male  and  female,  tenanted  and 
occupied  the  dilFerent  apartments  of  the  building,  and  all  the  offices  of 
'•good  Samaritanism”  seemed  to  be  actively  employed  by  those  entrusted 
with  the  care  and  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  Hospital. 

Cleanliness  and  comfort  were  everywhere  visible,  and  every  want  of 
the  sick  was  apparently  supplied. 

The  rooms  of  the  building  are  large,  comfortable,  well  lighted,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  the  most  excellent  ventillation. 

e think  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestow'ed  upon  those  whose  ef- 
forts have  so  potently  contributed  to  smooth  the  pillow  and  soften  the 
bed  of  the  afflicted. 

^*^6  ‘CMarine  Hospital'’  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  “Blind  Institute.” 

I hey  are  on  the  outskirts,  as  it  were,  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  are 
almost  in  the  lorest.  'I’heir  location  invest.^  them  with  a peculiar  charm, 
lake  tutelary  genii  they  rear  their  heads  in  their  quiet  retreat,  smile  com- 
placently on  each  other,  and  with  arms  extended,  and  wings  outspread, 
they  lure  to  their  life-imparting  embraces  the  sons  and  daughters  of  af- 
fliction and  misfortune,  to  receive  the  ministrations  of  their  respective 
benevolence. 
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The  Marine  Hospital  is  an  institution  in  which  the  State  of  Kentucky 
has  an  interest  that  should  be  annually  looked  after.  V/e  commend  i 
specially  to  Legislative  consideration,  as  an  object  worthy  our  highes 
admiration  and  regard. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


WALTER  CHILES, 
JAS.  M.  RICE, 


Senate  committei 


D.  HOWARD  SMITH, 
F.  KENNEDY, 

JOHN  T.  QUARLES, 


) 


H.  R.  committei 


MNTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


BOAKD  OF  VISITORS 


OF  THE 


KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


TO  THS 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  KENTUCKY, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1 850. 


FRANKFORT,  KENTUCKF. 

A.  G.  HODGES  * CO— STATE  PRINTERS 
1861. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  held  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  1851, 
the  following  report  was  read  and  adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the 
Board  to  the  General  Assembly. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretai-y. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Louisville,  January  13,  1851. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Oenonil  Assembly  of  the  Coininonweallh  of  Kentucky: 

The  Boitrd  ol  \isitor.s  ol  the  Kentucky  lu.stitution  fertile 
Blind,  in  presenting  their  iiintli  annnul  report,  are  hapjiy  to  be  able 
to  state  tliat  the  institution  entrusted  to  their  care  has,  during  the 
last  } ear,  enjo^'cd  unusual  prosperity.  By  the  liberality  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  at  tlic  last  session,  we  have  been  enabled  to  furnish  to 
the  pupils,  in  tlie  various  departments  of  the  institution,  greater  fa- 
cilities for  improvement  than  the3^have  heretofore  enjoyed;  and  their 
more  rapid  advancement  proves  that  these  increased  advantages  have 
been  properly  appreciated.  There  still  exists,  however,  gi'eat  defi- 
ciency in  respect  to  book.s,  maps,  and  apparatus  of  A'arious  kinds, 
whicli  arc  e.ssential  to  the  highest  success  of  the  school,  but  which 
want  ot  the  necessary  means  has  prevented  us  from  procuring  during 
the  year  just  clo.sed.  AVhen  the  appropriation  liir  the  pre.sent  year 
shall  have  been  received,  we  ho[)e  to  make  valuable  additions  to'  the 
library  and  apparatus  of  the  school,  and  thereby  remove  some  of  the 
difficulties  which  have  perplexed  teachers  and  pupils  from  the  origin 
of  the  institution  to  the  present  time. 

By  means  of  the  a[>propriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  le- 
gislature, we  have  been  able,  for  the  lirst  time,  to  employ  a teacher  in 
the  work  deiiartment  of  the  female  pupils.  Such  a teacher  has  long 
been  greatly  needed  in  the  institution,  and  it  has  been  to  us  a source 
of  deep  and  constant  regret  that  we  have  not  felt  authorized  to  em- 
I'loy  one.  The  lady  whom  m'c  have  appointed  to  this  place,  has,  in 
addition  to  the  attention  given  to  the  work  department,  devoted  sev- 
eral hours  daily  to  instruction  in  the  intellectual  branches,  and  her 
services  in  both  departments  have  added  greatly  to  the  interest  and 
improvement  of  the  school.  Another  cau.se  to  which  the  im])roved 
condition  of  the  school  i.s,  in  part,  attributable,  is  the  marked  change 
which,  within  twelve  or  fifteen  months,  has  taken  place  in  the  .school, 
by  the  dismission  of  most  of  the  older  pupils,  and  the  admission  of  a 
younger  and  far  more  interesting  and  iiromi.dng  clas.s. 

The  number  of  puiiils  dui'ing  the  year  just  terminated  has  been  for- 
ty three — twenty  four  males  and  nineteen  females.  Ton  have  been 
admitted  during  the  year,  and  six  have  received  an  honorable  dismis- 
sion. The  entire  number  received  into  the  institution,  since  it  was 
first  opened  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  is  eighty  one — forty  seven 
males,  and  thirty  four  females. 
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A large  number  of  the  pupils  now  connected  with  the  imstitution 
have  been  brought  in  by  the  personal  clforts  of  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  inslihuion,  v.’ho  continues  to  visit,  from  year  to  year,  sections  of 
the  state  not  previously  visited  by  him,  for  the  purpose  of  awakening 
;in  interest  in  behalf  of  the  blind,  ,and  convincing  their  friends  of  the 
importance  of  placing  them  in  the  only  institution  in  the  state  in  which 
they  can  receive  such  training  as  will  prepare  them  for  independence 
and  happiness.  The  experience  of  this  and  all  similar  institutions  in 
this  country  proves  that,  without  efforts  of  this  kind,  a large  number 
of  the  blind  children  and  youth  of  the  state  will  never  apply  for  ad- 
mission to  the  privileges  of  the  school,  until  they  have  passed  the  age 
when  they  can  be  admitted  with  safety  to  the  institution,  or  with  any 
great  advantage  to  themselves. 

The  census  of  the  LThted  States,  recently  taken,  will  lessen  the  dif- 
ficulties w'e  have  heretofore  experienced,  in  ascertaining  the  residences, 
names,  and  ages  of  the  blind,  scattered  over  all  sections  of  our  widely 
extended  commonwealth.  It  is  believed  that  the  deputy  marshals  in 
those  parts  of  the  state  visited  by  the  director  of  our  institution, 
have  discharged  the  duties  of  their  office  faithfully,  and  that  their  re- 
ports may  be  relied  upon  as,  in  a good  degree,  accurate;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  found  that  tliey  have  been  equally  faithliil  in  other  parts 
of  the  state. 

But  W'e  regret  to  report  that  the  same  praise  cannot  justly  be  award- 
ed to  the  commissioners  of  tax  in  many  of  the  counties  of  the  state. 
By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Kentucky,  approved  March  ] , 
1848,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port, annually,  the  number  of  blind  and  deaf  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts; but  this  important  duty  has,  in  many  counties,  been  either  im- 
perfectly performed,  or  neglected  altogether.  The  commissioners 
should  remember  that  this  law  is  as  obligatory  on  them  as  any  other 
under  ^vhich  they  act,  and  moreover,  that  it  is  benevolent  in  its  design, 
its  object  being  to  enable  tho.se  interested  in  the  unfortunate,  to  reacli 
them,  and  place  them  in  the  benevolent  institutions  which  have  been 
estal dished  for  their  bonctit  by  the  state.  The  commissionei's,  there- 
fore, by  neglecting  to  comidy  with  the  requisitions  of  this  law,  not  on- 
ly do  injustice  to  tlic  counties  in  which  they  are  iqipointed,  but  the}' 
intlict,  it  may  be,  an  irreparable  injury  upon  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  unfortunate  classes  in  the  community.  It  may  be  thought 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  TTnitcd  States  censu.s  gives,  in  respect  to  the 
blind,  inform.ation  to  some  extent  reliable,  there  is  little  necessity  for 
reports  from  the  commissioners  of  tax.  That  this  is  an  error  may 
readily  b(‘  seen  by  any  one  who  will  retlect  that  many  are  deprived  of 
sight  every  year  by  disease  or  accident,  while  the  United  States  census 
is  taken  at  intervals  of  ten  years. 


Ill  tlii.s  cyniiootion  we  may  bo  iicrmittod  to  correct  an  error  into 
winch  some  ot  the  comnn.s.sioncrs  ot  lax  and  deputy  marsiials  have 
ralien,  that  of  .supposing;  it  to  be  nceoi-sary  to  rejiort  those  only  tliat 
are  totally  llind,  whereas  the  laws,  requiring  these  reiiorts  to  be'inade, 
Were  designed  to  benefit  those  also  who,  though  not  Idind,  arc  disquali- 
fied, by  defeciive  vision,  f'r.nn  acquiring  an  education  in  the  schools  estab- 
lished lor  tlie  seeing.  Such  persons  are  admitted  into  this  and  other 
schools  lor  the  blind,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  commissioners,  in  their 
reports,  to  include  them,  as  well  as  those  that  are  totally  blind. 

Oar  gratitiufe  is  due  to  the  author  of  all  good  for  the  remarkable 
exemption  from  disease  with  which  the  institution  has  been  favored 
during  the  past  year.  Not  a single  case  of  severe  illne.ss  has  occurred 
among  the  inipils  since  the  last  report  was  presented  to  the  general 
a.<.semhly.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  the  small 
pox  and  some  otlier  diseases  have  been  unusually  prevalent  in  the 
city  during  a considerable  part  of  the  year.  And  it  is  especially 
worthy  ot  record,  that  daring  the  las';  two  years  in  which  the  cholera 
has  prevailed  so  widely  and  fatally  in  the  country,  not  a single  case  of 
the  disease  has  appeared  in  this  school.  Facts  like  those  spea.k  loudly 
in  praise  of  the  internal  regulations  of  the  in.stitution,  and  of  the  at- 
tention and  faithfulness  of  the  ollicers,  and  are  well  calculated  to  con- 
vince the  parent.s,  guardians,  and  other  friends  of  the  blind,  that,  in 
this  institution,  their  friends  will  ho,  in  all  respects,  well  cared  for. 
As  a iarlhcr  proof  ol  the  excellence  of  the  internal  regulations  of  the 
institution,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the  nine  yours  during  which 
the  scliool  has  hci.m  in  operation,  though  more  th.au  eighty  pupils  have 
been  eoimectcd  with  it,  l)ut  a.  siiigh;  death  has  occurred  among  them, 
and  even  that  was  the  result  of  disease  contracted  before  mitering  the 
institution.  At  the  time  we  tiwst  assumed  the  charge  of  the  institu- 
tion as  tnistccs,  we  anticipated  a large  amount  of  sickness  among  the 
pupds,  resulting  trom  the  man}"  constitutional  tendencies  to  disease  in 
the  iilind,  as  well  as  from  the  inactive  and  pernicious  habits  which 
t'lindacss,  is  so  exceedingly  liable  to  superinduce,  and  we  confess  that 
the  history  ol  the  iiislitution  has  most  agreeably  surprised  ns;  and 
we  cannot  award  too  high  praise  to  the  excellence  of  those  regulations 
which,  with  the  favor  of  rrovidcnec.  have  had  results  so  happy. 

In  the  iiitelleetnal  departments  of  the  school,  the  course  oY  train- 
ing detailed  in  our  former  animal  reports,  has,  wilhont  am- material 
inodifioaHon,  been  steadily  pursued,  with  gratifying  re.sulls.'  The  in- 
terest n(  tlic  pupils  in  their  various  br.uiches  of  study  and  handicraft, 
has  never  tieen  greater  than  during  the  last  year,  nor  has  their  pro- 
gress ever  been  more  satisfactory.  The  large  number  of  young  and 
active  pupils  that  have  reeentl}'  been  admitti'd,  impart  to  tliis  depart- 
nient  a charm  which  it  lias  never  liefore  exhibited;  and  we  cannot  too 
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eavnestly  urge  upon  the  friends  of  blind  children  the  importance  of 
sending  them  to  tiie  institution  at  an  early  age.  We  feel  it  to  he  our  j 
duty  to  urge  this  the  more  strongly,  because  wo  arc  assured  that  there  | 
are,  in  many  parts  of  the  state,  blind  children  of  good  natural  endow- 
ments, who  have,  with  tearful  eyes  and  eloquent  petitions,  often  and 
earnestly,  but  vainly,  entreated  theii'  parents  or  other  friends  to  permit 
them  to  enter  this  institution,  and  receive  that  intellectual  and  rnond 
cultivation  wliich  is  so  essentiid  to  their  happiness  here  and  hereafter. 
But  while  some,  under  the  influence  of  mistaken  tenderness,  disregard 
the  alfecting  appeals  ef  their  unfortunate  children,  and  seem  willing  to 
consign  them  foi'  life  to  dependence  and  misery,  others,  more  enlight- 
ened, or  more  solicitous  for  the  happiness  of  their  ofls[iring,  accept, 
with  gratitude  and  joy,  the  privileges  offered  to  them  by  the  liberality 
of  the  commonwealth. 

No  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment of  the  male  pupils  during  the  last  year.  They  continue  to  de- 
vote the  afternoons  of  five  days  in  the  week  to  the  manufacture  of 
brushes  of  various  kinds,  and  manifest  commendable  interest  therein. 
The  amount  of  sales  has  been  small,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore, 
on  account  of  the  great  competition  with  whicli  wc  have  been  obliged 
to  contend  in  this  business.  As  it  is  undesirable  that  any  very  large 
quantity  of  manulactured  articles  should  accumulate  in  the  shops,  the 
prices  of  the  brushes  have  been  considerably  reduced  since  our  last 
report  was  presented,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  at  present  prices,  most  of 
the  stock  now  on  hand,  and  all  that  may  be  manufactured  tlie  present 
year,  may  be  disposed  of.  We  do  not,  however,  expect  to  render  the 

mechanical  department  a source  of  much  profit  to  the  institution.  Our 
aim  in  establishing  this  department  was  the  higher  and  more  important 
one,  to  furnish  to  the  pupils  daily  systematic  exercise  for  their  hands, 
and  impart  to  them  a knowledge  of  some  handicraft,  by  wliich  they 
may,  after  leaving  the  institution,  support  themselves  by  their  own 
industiyv  Ii;  notwithstanding  the  blindness  and  unskillfulness  of  the 
pupils  generally,  and  the  tender  ago  of  some,  the  work  deiiartment 
shall  continue  to  defray  its  own  expenses,  we  shall  feel  that  it  fulfills, 
in  this  respect,  all  our  reasonable  expectations.  Should  circumstances 
justify  it,  as  wo  hope  may  bo  the  case,  we  shall,  during  the  present 
year,  introduce  one  or  more  new  branches  of  handicraft,  which  wc  trust 
will  add  to  the  interest  and  profit  of  this  department. 

The  work  department  of  the  females  is  in  a much  more  prosperous 
and  interesting  condition  than  ever  before.  This  change  h.as  been  ef- 
fected by  the  employment  of  the  female  teacher  alluded  to  in  a former 
part  of  this  report.  The  girls  devote  the  afternoons  of  five  days  of 
the  week  to  sewing,  knitting,  and  various  kinds  of  fancy  work,  and  all 
manifest  in  these  branches  no  less  interest  than  in  the  studies  of  the 
school. 
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The  following  statement  of  the  mechanical  department  is  presented. 
In  addition  to  the  work  reported  in  our  annual  statements,  the  female 
pupils  do  a considerable  amount  of  sewing  and  other  work  for  them- 
selves and  the  institution. 


To  vbIuo  of  inaiuifaotnrej  .articles  on  li.ancl,  January  1, 1850,  - 
One  third  estimated  value  deducted, 

To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand',  January  I,  1850,  • 
Value  of  tools  included  iu  la-st  report  deducted. 

To  cost  of  raw  materials  in  the  year  1850,  . . . . 


Dk. 

$ 521  24 

173  74 

$ 347  50 

$ 225  00 

55  00 

170  00 

- 

106  80 

$ 624  30 

Ca. 


By  value  of  manufactured- articles  on  hand,  Januarj"  1,  1851 — 

Male  department,  _ . . - . . . .5  344  42 

Female  department, - 55  25 

$ 399  67 

By  value  of  unaumufactured  stock-  on  hand,  January  1,  1851 — 

JIale  department, $61  00 

Female  department, 32  00 

93  Off 

By  sales  during  the  year  1850, 146  50 

639  17 


Balance  in  favor  of  mcchanioal’department. 


$ 14  87 


The  entire  receipts  of  the  institution  for  the- year  ending  January 
1,  1851,  have  been  as  follows: 


Annual  appropriation- by  the  state, $ 3,000  00 

Amount  allowed  for  support  of  beneficiaries, 2,929  73 

Sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  pupils, 146  50 

Donation- by  Mrs  C.  Ford, 5 00 

For  board  and  tuition  of  E.  Fazakerly, 100  00 


$ 6,181  23 

The  expenditures  for  the  last  year  have  been  as  follows : 


Amount  of  debt  at  date  of  last  report,  .....  $ 690  22 

Salaries  of  officers,  .........  2,462  62 

Wages  of  servants, 475  22 

Provisions,  groceries,  and  medicines,  ......  1,313  63 

Fuel, 263  87 

Furniturs, 322  85 

Dry  goods,  clothing,  shoes,  Ac., 143  29 

Hardware,  tinware,  stoves,  and  repairs, 110  56 

Cow,  hay,  iSx., 74  21 

Repairs  of  musical  instruments  and  blinds,  ....  25  90 

Fences,  repairs  of  building,  glazing,  (tc.,  221  91 

Painting  and  whitewashing,  26  50 

Bricks,  paving,  and  other  brick  work, 152  50 

Trees,  Ac., 45  10 

Papering, - 112  98 

Stonecutters,  16  90 

Funeral  expenses  of  Nancy  D.  Reynolds, 24  50 

Expenses  of  traveling  with  pupils,  and  exhibition  at  Frankfort,  - 152  36 

Insurance  on  building, 30  00 

Embossed  books  and  cards,  202  75 

Slatc.s  and  figures, 23  87 

Writing  boards,  ..........  10  00 

Bap  of  Uuitod  States, 40  00 

Freight  on  books,  maps,  <tc.,  boxes  and  commission,  ...  26  53 


Amounts  carried  forward. 


- $ 6,897  57  $6,18123 
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AuioujjU  brought  forward, $ 57  $6,181  23  I 

Hounding  machine, 21  00  | 

Brushraakors’ shears  and  bits, 3 6 75  ' 

Bench  vices, 14  UO  [ 

Bristles,  wire,  ikc., - 45  70  i 

Beads, silk,  and  worsted,  61  10 

Stationery,  &.Q.,  17  02  | 

iliscellaucous  expenses, - 52  13  1 

7,125  27  j 

Balance  against  lostitution,  $ 944  04  | 

No  income  has  been  derived  from  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Hail-  j 
road,  although  we  have  used  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  secure  the  I 
reconstruction  of  the  road. 

By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session,  we 
were  authorized  to  present,  in  the  name  of  the  commomvealth,  to  each 
pupd  who  passes  creditably  through  the  institution,  a copy  of  the  holy  i 
bible  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  printed  in  raised  let-  | 
ters.  In  accordance  with  this  praiseworthy  act  of  the  legislature,  i 
which  reflects  so  much  honor  upon  our  state,  a copy  of  each  of  these  | 
books  has  been  presented  to  every  pupil  that  has  received  an  honorable  ! 
dismission  from  the  institution  since  the  passage  of  the  above  mention- 
ed act.  These  pupils  have  gone  forth  into  the  ivorld  to  contend  alone 
with  the  peculiar  difficulties  which  ever  beset  the  blind  in  their  efibrts 
to  secure  for  themselves  an  honorable  and  independent  hvelihood  by 
their  own  industry;  but  we  trust  that  they  have  not  gone  out  alto-| 
gether  unprepared  for  the  life  straggle.  The  principles  which  they  I 
have  imbibed,  and  the  habits  of  industry  which  they  have  acquired,  1 
while  connected  with  the  institution,  will,  we  hope,  enable  them  to  se-j 
cure  for  themselves  a respectable  and  useful  position  in  society.  Some  j 
have  gone  to  I'emote  parts  of  the  union — one  to  the  sunny  south,  and  1 
another  to  the  distant  north — but  they  have  taken  with  them  as  a pre- 
cious memento  of  their  school  days,  and  of  the  liberality  and  regard 
of  their  native  state,  that  sacred  volume  which  will  not  only  cheer  and 
sustain  them  in  the  dark  and  trying  hours  of  their  earthly  existence, 
but  will,  we  trast,  lead  them  to  that  purer  and  brighter  world  above, 
where  neither  blindness  nor  any  other  evil  will  ever  afflict  them. 
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List  of  embossed  books  uiid  otrier  articles  purchased  for 

lust  year, 

ConstiUition  of  the  United  States, 

IMind  child’s  bccoiid  book, 

Harvev  boys, 1 ! ' 

Life  of  Melaucthon, 

Viri  Romm, * * 
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Kiij^Ush  Header, 

Political  class  book,  • 
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6 metallic  slates,  • • . - . 
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Hounding  machine  for  shop, 
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Boring  bits,  and  coinrnissioir, 

b bench  vices, 

1 show  case, 


the  scbeol  during  the 

vols,, 

$ 30  00 

i;2  vois., 

0 on 

4 vols.. 

4 00 

S2  voIh.. 

2 ()0 

f vols., 

10  50 

2 vols.. 

3 00 

10  V.ils., 

30  00 

5 vola.. 

13  75 

4 vols., 

8 00 

24  vols., 

48  00 

2 vols., 

3 50 

1 vol.. 

1 50 

4 vols., 

10  00 

2 vols.. 

4 on 

G voU., 

IS  00 

125  vols.. 

$ 195  25 

- $ 3 08 

T 50 

t 202  75 

40  no 
10  00 

9 00 
14  87 

9 00 
21  15 
21  00 
14  75 

3 38 

14  00 
35  00 

$ 389  90 
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COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


miMARV  CLAP.*? — FIRST  VKAR. 

Rending, 
Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 
Geogrnphj^, 
Vocal  music. 


SECOND  CRASS SECOND  l-E  VR. 
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SENIOR  CRASS Fimi  YEAR. 

Natural  Philosophy, 

Histor}", 

Astronomy, 

Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Natural  Sciences,  and  Music,  (optional.) 


admission:  O-F  PUPILS 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  director ; but 
no  person  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  can  be  admit- 
ted without  a special  vote  of  the  board  of  visitoiss. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacit}',  and 
must  present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  freedom 
from  all  ofiensive  and  infectious  diseases;  and  must  furnish  satisfacto- 
ry testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence,  and  post 
oflice  address  of  the  applicant;  the  year,  month,  daj',  and  place  of  bis 
birth;  the  names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living;  the  pe- 
cuniar}" circumstances  of  the  parents  or  other  relations  who  have  the 
care  of  the  applicant;  at  what  age  and  by  what  means  the  blindness 
was  produced ; Avhether  it  is  total ; and  whether  there  are  other  in- 
stances of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children,  resident  in  this  state,  will  be  received  and  edu- 
cated at  the  expense  of  the  state.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  re- 
quirements, they  must  furnish  certificates  froia  some  magistrate,  or 
other  well  known  respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  their  parents  and  immediate  relations  are  unable  to  | 
defray  the  expenses  of  their  education.  ! 

Both  state  and  paying  pupils  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply 
of  comfortable  clothing,  which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the 
owner,  and  renewed,  from  time  to  time,,  as  may  be  necessary.  Travel- 
ing expenses,  to  and  from,  the  institution,  must  also  be  paid  by  the  i 
pupils  or  their  friends.  i 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Sep  torn-  I 
ber,  and  closes  on  the  15th  of  July.  It  is  important  that  the  pupils  I 
be  present  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  I 
then  return  to  their  homes,  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends,  i 
The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils,  for  board,  tuition,  washing,  j 
and  music,  are  one  hundred  dollars.  If  the  pupU  remains  at  the  insti-  i 
tution  during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars  is  I 
made.  Payments  must  be  made  quarterly  in  advance. 


ITiNTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TllK 


BOARD  OF  VISITORS 


OF  THE 


Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  KENTUCKY, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1851, 


Frankfort,  kkntuckt. 

A.  0.  H0DQE3  & CO....STATH  PRINTERS. 
1851. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  November, 
1851,  the  following  report  was  read  and  adopted  as  the  tenth  annual 
report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Bund, 

Louisville,  November  13, 1851- 


REPORT. 


To  (he  Gencr<a  Aetemhiy  nf  the  Commoirn'ccUlh  of  KcnUicl  y : 

The  Irustocs  ol  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Ilducatjon  of  the 
Bluifl,  in  presenting  their  tenth  annual  report,  deem  it  advisable  to  lay 
before  the  legislature  a retrospective  view  of  the  institution,  in  order 
to  show  what  invaluable  bles.sings  have  resulted  from  the  appropria- 
tions of  public  money,  devoted  to  the  instmetionef  the  blind. 

Wlieu  the  institution  for  the  blind  was  chartered  in  1842,  the  friends 
of  the  enterprize  felt  that  the  attempt  to  educate  the  blind  mio-ht  be 
regarded  as  an  experiment  liy  those  ho  had  not  examined  the  subject 
very  closely,  however  well  satisfied  'he  advocates  of  the  cause  mio-ht 
be  of  Its  practicability.  For  this  rea.son,  it  was  thought  Ijcst  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  most  cautious,  prudent,  and  economic  manner  until  the  re- 
sults should  amply  vindicate  the  policy  and  utility,  as  well  as  the  be- 
neficence of  the  philanthropic  enterprize.  The  trustee,s,  therefore 
commenced  the  work  in  a hampered  condition,  as  to  resources  and 
year  after  year  they  struggled  with  difficulties  arising  from  the  want 
of  means— difficulties  which,  however  great,  were,  in  their  estimation 
small,  compared  with  that  of  abandoning  such  an  enterprize  as  they 
believed  this  to  be.  They  lelt  that  it  was  an  imperative  duty  to  rescue 
Irom  the  deplorable  condition  in  which  they  were  placed,  those  upon 
whom  the  blighting  hand  of  misforture  had  fallen  so  heavily,  to  raise 
them  from  county  pauper  lists  and  render  them  intelligent,  active  and 
useful  members  of  society.  In  full  view  of  all  the  difficulties  of  their 
position,  they  voluntarily  assumed  the  duties  prescribed  for  them  by 
tie  general  assembly,  and  they  have  been  cheered  and  sustained  in 
then  earnest  endeavors  by  the  constant  and  active  svmpathy  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  and  the  aid  which  tholegislature‘'has  given  in  an- 
swer to  their  calls.  And  now,  after  the  lap.se  of  nearly  ten  year=i 
ample  proof  is  furnished,  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  that  the 
education  of  the  blind  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  an  experiment 
m eleemosynary  institution  in  Kentucky  has  commanded  a laro-er 
share  ot  the  confidence  and  approbation  of  the  communitj''  than  the  in- 
stitution for  the  blind.  Its  blessings  have  been  extended  to  almost 
all  sections  of  the  commonwealth,  and  we  have  the  satisfiiction  of 
knowing  that  many  of  the  towns  and  counties  in  the  state  rejoice  that 
the  beneficence  of  the  state  has  been  directed  to  the  education  of  that 
unfortunate  class  who,  but  for  the  parental  care  of  the  coiiimonwealtli, 
would  have  been  doomed  for  life  to  ignorance,  dependence,  and  misery. 
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The  institution  for  the  blind  was  chartered  in  the  year  1842,  and  | 
endowed  with  ten  thousand  dollars,  payable  out  of  the  dividends  on  j 
Kentucky  bank  stock,  held  by  the  board  of  education.  “Provided  | 
that  no  portion  of  the  endowment  shall  be  paid  until  the  institution 
goes  into  actual  operation.”  The  condition  was  cheerfully  complied 
with  by  the  citizens  of  Louisville,  who  not  only  rented  a commodious 
house,  furnished  it,  and  put  the  school  into  actual  operation,  but  paid 
the  entire  expenses  for  the  first  year.  The  appropriation  was  paid  as 
the  dividends  on  the  bank  stock  were  declared,  but  several  years  elapsed 
before  the  whole  amount  was  received.  In  the  meantime,  with  the  aid 
of  a small  additional  grant  from  the  state,  the  edifice  was  erected,  and 
the  institution  conducted  with  the  most  rigid  economy. 

The  school  was  opened  in  May,  1842,  Avith  five  pupils.  Eight 
months  later,  in  the  first  annual  communication  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, ten  pupils  were  reported ; in  the  second  report,  nineteen  pu- 
pils; in  the  third,  twenty-two;  in  the  fourth,  twenty-four;  in  the  fifth, 
thirty-one;  in  the  .sixth,  thirty-one;  in  the  seventh,  thirty-eight;  in 
the  eighth,  thirty-eight;  in  the  ninth,  forty-three.  The  number  of 
pupils  during  the  ten  months  embraced  in  this  report,  is  thirty-five, 
four  of  whom  have  been  admitted  since  the  last  report  was  presented 
to  the  general  assembly. 

While  the  number  of  pupils  was  thus  gradually  increasing,  the  school 
was  also  improving  in  its  means  of  education,  and  its  success  was  pro- 
portionally enlarged.  Year  after  year  it  returned  to  parents  and  | 
friends  children  who  had  been  converted,  by  education,  from^  helpless  j 
dependents  into  industrious  and  useful  producers,  capable  of  earning 
an  honorable  support  by  their  own  industry.  A number  of  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  institution  remain  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  engaged  in 
active  and  successful  competition  with  seeing  persons,  in  honorable 
business  for  a livelihood.  As  some  of  the  pupils  have  fulfilled  their 
term  and  gone  forth  into  the  world,  from  year  to  year,  new  objects  of 
philanthropy  have  sought  the  treasure  of  knowledge,  opened  to  them 
by  the  bounty  of  the  state. 

The  results  before  us  satisfactorily  show  that  the  state  has  been  | 
richly  remunerated  for  all  that  it  has  done  for  the  blind.  Among  the  j 
highest  of  all  earthly  rewards,  is  the  consciousness  of  the  thorough  | 
performance  of  all  duties,  and  among  the  imperative  and  recognized  i 
duties  of  humanity,  the  education  of  the  blind  is  one  that  no  ieeling  I 

mind  can  hesitate  to  acknowledge.  _ _ r i ■ I 

The  determination  of  the  trustees  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  in-  , 
stitution  in  the  most  economical  manner,  until  its  results  should  vindi-  | 
dicatc  tlio  justice  and  wisdom  of  providing  the  means  for  educating  I 
the  blind,  was  so  steadily  adhered  to,  that  a committee,  appointed  by  i 
the  legislature  in  1850,  to  examine  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  , 


school,  was  forcibly  struck  by  the  numerous  wants  of  the  institution, 
ami,  in  their  report  to  the  general  assembly,  presented  several  recom- 
inomlations  for  increasing  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  institu- 
tion. Those  rceommendatioiis  wore  responded  to  by  the  legislature 
in  the  very  spirit  of  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  ; and  the  ai)pio- 
priatiou  of  three  thousand  dollars,  annually,  ibr  three  years,  greatly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  school,  and  imparted  new  energy  to  all 
its  departments.  As  the  term  to  which  this  act  applies  will  expire 
before  the  next  session  of  the  general  assembly,  we  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  appropriation  of  throe  thousand  dollars,  annually,  be  re- 
newed— this  sum  being  necessary  to  meet  the  ordinary  current  ex- 
penses of  the  institution. 

Among  the  suggestions  of  the  legislative  committee  referred  to 
above,  was  one  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land,  ‘‘  so  that,”  in  the 
words  of  the  committee,  “ a garden  could  be  laid  out,  of  sulEcient  di- 
mensions to  (urnish  the  institution  with  all  the  vegetables  requisite  for 
its  consumption,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  to  the  students  an  ex- 
tension of  the  means  ol'  open  air  exercise.” 

It  was,  however,  found  impracticable  to  purchase  additional  land  con- 
terminous with  that  already  belonging  to  the  institution,  as  all  the  ad- 
jacent lots,  in  every  direction,  had  been  secured  by  pei'sons  who  had 
erected,  or  were  about  to  erect,  private  residences  thereon.  This  ur- 
gent want  ol  the  school,  therefore,  continued  unsuppliod. 

In  the  midst  of  the  prosperity  resulting  from  the  appropriation 
made  in  1850,  the  institution  was  visited  by  a contlagration,  which 
desU-oyed,  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  the  principd 
edifice  and  much  of  the  furniture,  including  a valuable  organ,  piano, 
and  other  instruments  and  apparatus.  The  fire,  which  originated  in 
the  root  of  the  building,  occurred  during  a long  continued  drought; 
every  part  of  the  city  had  been  for  some  weeks  experiencing  the  want 
of  water  for  extinguishing  fires,  and  the  institution  was  so  far  removed 
even  from  the  slight  advantages  afforded  by  the  public  cisterns,  that 
the  lire  department,  with  all  its  zeal  and  promptness,  was  able  to  ex- 
ert but  little  iutluencc  on  the  destructive  element.  A few  days  after- 
wards, a church  edifice,  in  a populous  part  of  the  city,  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  for  the  same  want  of  water. 

The  loss  ot  the  institution  was  partially  covered  by  an  insurance  of 
Sve  thousand  dollars — a sum  as  large  as  it  was  practicable  to  have  in- 
sured upon  the  building. 

The  pupils  were  kindly  invited  to  the  houses  of  the  citizens  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  institution;  and  on  the  day  .succeeding  the  tire, 
the  tru.stees  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  very  liberally  tendered  to 
the  institution  the  use  of  the  large  and  commodious  edifice,  erected 
for  the  collegiate  and  law  departments  of  the  university,  so  that  tho 
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operations  of  the  school  were  hardly  interrupted  by  the  calamity  ^vhich 
laid  the  building  in  ruins.  The  university  building,  with  an  outlay  of 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  dollars,  aflbrds  to  the 
school  comfortable  accommodations  for  the  present.  The  apparatus, 
musical  instruments,  furniture,  &c.,  destroyed  by  the  fire,  were  worth 
some  fifteen  hundred  dollans,  and  should  be  immediately  replaced.  The 
loss  of  these  is  felt  more  severely  at  the  present  time  than  any  other 
occasioned  by  the  fire. 

The  destruction  of  the  building  belonging  to  the  institution,  and 
the  absolute  need  of  more  land  for  the  use  of  the  school,  have  directed 
the  attention  of  the  trustees  to  the  propriety  of  selling  the  ground  late- 
ly occupied,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a more  eligible  site ; a fair  op- 
portunity being  now  presented  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  legis- 
lature, by  procuring  land  sufficient  for  exercise  grounds,  and  a garden 
capacious  enough  to  furnish  the  institution  with  vegetables.  The  lot 
heretofore  occupied,  has  a front  on  Broadway  of  170  feet,  30  feet  of 
which  have  a depth  of  200  feet,  and  the  remaining  140  feet  a depth 
of  400  feet,  extending  from  Broadway  to  Jacob  streets.  i 

Various  liberal  offers  of  land  for  the  site  of  the  institution  harm  ir 
been  made  to  the  trustees;  among  which,  an  offer  of  Messrs.  E.  P.  i 
Pope  and  W.  P.  Boone,  commends  itself  to  our  judgment  as  the  most  1 1 
eligible  one  that  has  been  proposed.  These  gentlemen  liberally  offer  1 1 
to  donate  to  the  institution  eight  acres  of  land,  in  West  Louisville,  a 
short  distance  from  this  city,  and  accessible  by  a good  road,  which  will  b 
soon  be  improved.  The  site  is  on  a high  and  beautiful  ridge  of  land, ! 
in  a healthy  location,  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio.  | 

In  addition  to  this  donation,  these  gentlemen  propose  to  sell  to  the  i ' 
institution  two  acres  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  to  donate  !i 
two  and  a half  acres  for  a railroad  depot;  and  we  hope  to  constract, i' 
at  some  future  time,  under  the  charter  granted  by  the  general  as- 1 
sembly  in  the  year  1844,  a railroad  from  the  city  of  Louisville  to  at ' 
point  on  the  Ohio  river  contiguous  to  the  proposed  site  of  the  institu-i 
tion.  The  construction  of  this  road  will,  it  is  believed,  aid  materially  i ; 
in  the  support  of  the  school. 

The  procurement  of  the  proposed  land,  the  sale  of  the  ground  nowi 
belonging  to  the  institution,  the  insurance  money  due,  and  an  appro-1 1 
priatiou  from  the  state  of  ten  thousand  dollars  towards  the  erection  ofi 
buildings,  and  the  annual  appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  re-'  ‘ 
commended  in  another  part  of  this  report,  will  enable  the  tmstccs  tol 
place  the  institution  in  a better  condition  for  usefulness  than  it  has  ever ' 
enjoyed,  but  not  better  than  it  should  have  commanded  years  ago, I 
had  its  usefulness  been  as  thoroughly  established  in  the  public  mind'.  :i 
as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  , | 

The  trustees  have  noticed,  with  great  pleasure,  that  a committeel  i 
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has  been  appointed  by  your  honoRible  body  to  visit  the  institution  for 
the  blind,  and  every  facility  will  be  aflbrded  the  committee  for  exam- 
ining the  school,  and  the  site  in  contemplation  for  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  of  the  institution. 

In  the  various  departments  of  the  institution  the  same  general 
course,  detailed  in  former  reports,  has  been  pursued,  with  the  usual 
gratifying  results. 

A considerable  addition  has  been  made  to  the  library  of  the  school 
since  the  last  report  was  presented,  by  the  purchase  of  valuable  books’ 
a list  of  which  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  mechanical  department  of  the  school  has  labored  under  serious 
disadvantages  during  a part  of  the  ten  months  embraced  in  this  re- 
port, from  the  want  of  a teacher  of  handicraft.  In  June  last,  Mr.  Got- 
shall,  the  blind  gentleman  wlio  has  for  several  years  been  employed  as 
teacher  in  this  department,  presented  his  resignation,  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  one  of  the  graduates  of  this  institution,  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  this  city,  with  flattering  prospects  of  success.  These 
gentlemen,  though  entirely  blind,  in  addition  to  the  attention  given  to 
the  establishment  which  they  have  opened,  devote  a portion  of  their 
time  to  the  instruction  of  pupils  in  music,  with  satisfaction  to  their 
employers  and  with  profit  to  themselves.  We  feel  a deep  and  lively 
interest  in  the  success  of  every  blind  person  engaged  in  useful  and 
honorable  business,  and  take  pleasure  in  recording,  from  time  to  time, 
and  sending  forth  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  blind  in  all  parts  of 
the  land,  such  proofs  of  the  industry,  energy,  and  success  of  some  of 
their  number. 

To  the  place  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Gotshall,  wo  have 
very  recently  appointed  Mr.  William  Sievers,  an  experienced  and  skill- 
ful mechanic,  and  a gentleman  well  qualified,  in  every"  respect,  for 
this  important  office.  With  such  a teacher  of  handicraft,  and  with 
suitable  accommodation  as  to  room,  we  confidently  anticipate  much 
..greater  success  in  the  mechairical  department,  than  we  have  heretofore 
been  able  to  secure. 

^ Since  the  removal  of  the  school  to  the  university  building  now  occu- 
ipied,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  renting,  for  this  department, 
la  building  in  the  vicinity  of  the  university,  and  we  have  secured,  on 
treasonable  terms,  a suitable  building,  which  will  afford  much  better  ac- 
icommodations  than  the  small  shop  heretofore  occupied.  The  pupils 
lhave  commenced,  within  the  last  month,  the  manufacture  of  mat- 
itresses,  a branch  well  adapted  to  the  blind,  and  one  which  the  w'ant  of 
Ithe  necessary  room  alone  induced  the  director  of  the  institution  to 
•discontinue  several  years  ago.  Since  the  last  report  was  presented,  a 
commencement  has  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  corn  brooms, 
:and  the  director  is  making  arrangements  for  the  introduction  of 
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another  branch  which  he  believes  will  add  to  the  interest  and  useful- 
ness of  this  department  of  the  institution. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  progress  of  the  mechanical 
department  for  the  ten  months  ending  November  1, 1851 : 

De. 


To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  January  1, 1851 — 

Male  department, $ 344  42 

Female  department, 55  25 

^ $ 399  G7 

To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,  January  1, 1851 — 

Male  department, $ 61  00 

Female  department, 32  00 

^ $ 93  00 

To  amount  paid  for  ra'w^  materialsfrom  January  1,  toNovember  1, 1851,  123  68 

Ca. 

By  value  of  manufactured  stock  on  hand,  November  1, 1851 — 

Male  department, $ 194  66 

Female  department,  31  80 

^ $ 226  46 

By  value  of  manufactured  stock  on  hand,  November  1,1851 — 

Male  department, $ 83  25 

Female  Ilepartment,  • * 27  15 

^ $ 110  40 

By  sales  of  manufactured  articles  from  January  1,  to  Nov.  1, 1851,  - 327  66 


$ 617  35 


S 664  52 


fl 


1 • 


Balance  in  favor  of  mechanical  department. 


$ 14  17 


The  entire  receipts  of  the  institution  for  the  ten  months  ending  No- 
vember 1,  1851,  have  been  as  follows: 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  old  railroad  iron, 

Annual  appropriation  from  State, 

Allowance  for  support  of  beneficiaries, 

Tuition  of  T.  Deboe, 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  articles  made  by  pupils, 


$ 800  00 
3,000  00  li 
2,474  33  |i 
10  00  |( 
327  66  1 1 


$ 6,611  99  I 


The  expenditures  for  the  ten  months  ending 
1,  1851,  have  been  as  follows: 


November 


Amount  of  debt  at  date  of  last  report,  - 

Salaries  of  officers, 

Wages  of  servants,  laborers,  and  seamstress, 

Clothing  of  servant,  - - _ - 

Provisions,  groceries,  and  medicines,  . - - 

Hay  $8  29,  Fuel  $230  28, 

Furniture  to  replace  a part  of  that  destroyed  by  the  fire 
Dry  goods,  shoes,  &c.,  - 
Carpets  and  oil  cloth. 

Lamps,  queensware,  <tc., 

Hardware,  <kc.. 

Stoves  for  university  building, 

Books,  stationery,  d:c.,  • 

Insurance,  - . . , 

Bricks,  paving,  (fee., 

Painting  and  whitewashing, 

Lumber,  .... 

Benches,  shelves,  <fec.,  for  shop, 

Carpenter  work  on  university  building, 

Expenses  of  moving  furniture,  Ac.,  to  university, 

Iron  pipe,  <tc., 


* $ 


944  04 
2,372  27 
356  25 
14  50 
1,069  14 
238  67 
92  50 
52  31 
261  54 
34  46 

59  42 
107  14 

60  36 
102  00 
213  00 

86  50 
21  00 
75  t)0 
73  29 
23  00 
19  20 


Amouats  carried  forward, 


$ 6,295  59  $ 6,611  991 


ii 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 
Repairs  on  buildings,  - - . 

Repairs  of  mu.sicaj  iustrumcuts. 

Trees,  <tc., 

Freight, 

Broom  machines,  Ac.,  . . . . 

Raw  materials  for  work  department. 
Miscellaneous  expenses. 


Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  - 


$ 6,2!jr)  ho  $ 0,611  aa 
7.5  90 
20  10 
15  10 
,0  75 
29  50 
124  68 
.97  50 

« 6,611  .12 


- .$  67 


Before  concluding  this  report,  wo  feci  it  to  be  our  duty  to  recom- 
mend that  the  trustees  of  the  institution  be  authorized  to  extend,  in 
certain  cases,  the  term  during  which  they  are  permitted  to  rettiin  in 
the  institution  the  beneficiaries  of  the  state.  While  in  most  cases  the 
term  of  five  years  is  ample,  in  others  it  is  altogether  too  limited.  As 
we  have  sometimes  been  under  the  necessity  of  admitting  pupils  at  the 
age  of  six  or  seven  yeai-s,  we  shall,  under  the  operation  of  the  laws  at 
present  governing  our  action,  be  forced  to  send  forth  into  the  world 
blind  children  ot  both  sexes,  at  the  tender  age  of  eleven  or  twelve 
years.  To  prevent  a result  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  we  recommend 
that  the  trustees  be  empowered  to  retain,  at  their  discretion,  for  an  ad- 
ditional term  of  three  years,  any  pupils  who  may  have  entered,  or  who 
may  hereafter  enter  the  institution,  under  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  the  laws  regulating  the  admis.sion  of 
pupils  be  so  amended  as  to  admit  all  bhnd  children,  resident  in  the  state 
of  Kentucky,  of  suitable  age,  character,  and  capacity,  to  the  privileges 
of  the  institution,  on  the  same  terms  prescribed,  or  that  may  hereaf- 
ter be  prescribed,  for  the  admission  of  those  for  whose  education  gra- 
tuitous provision  has  been  made  by  law. 

R&spectfully  submitted. 
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BOAKD  OF  VISITORS. 


WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,  President. 
THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY, 
CHARLES  J.  CLARKE, 

WILLIAM  ICENDRICK, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

BLAND  BALLARD. 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  Treasurer. 
BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIKECTOK,  AxND  PRINCIPAL  TEACIIER. 

OTIS  PATTEN, 

TEACHER. 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH,  A.  B., 

TK4.CHER. 

WILLIAM  SIEVERS, 

TEACHER  OF  H.\NDICRABT. 

I\IRS.  RIARY  WRIGHT, 

MATRON. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT,  M.  D., 

PHVSICIAN. 
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CATALOGUE  OE  PUPILS. 


NAMES. 

Christophei  David  Anderson, 
Thomas  Dohoe 
William  Thomas  Ellison, 
James  Richard  GoUaday, 
Thomas  Jasper  Jennings, 
William  Martin, 

John  Archibald  Metcalfe,* 
Daniel  Webster  McDowell, 
Thomas  Mings, 

Reuben  McClanahan, 

John  Montgomery, 

Philip  Troutman  Patterson, 
Pearcy  Price, 

Joseph  Simonis, 

David  Stevens, 

Samuel  Wheelock  Stivers, 
Richard  Swebston  Vaughan, 
James  Milton  West, 

Mordecai  Wells, 

Martha  Jane  Arnold, 

Martha  Ann  Boyd, 

Mary  Jane  Buckner, 

Sarah  Matilda  Clark, 
Margaret  Rebecca  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Martha  Cox, 
Rachel  Minerva  Davis, 

Joanna  Diamond, 

Ellen  Emmons, 

Mary  Ann  Edward, 
Elizabeth  Fazakerly, 

Bettic  Henning 
Sarah  Jane  Nash, 

Sidney  Caroline  Nance, 
Rosanna  Searcy, 

Susan  Ann  Maria  Ward, 

* Honorably  dismissed. 


EESIDENCE. 

Marshall  county. 
Jessamine  county. 
Murray. 

Trigg  county. 

Caldwell  county. 

Boyle  county. 
Louisville. 

Bourbon  county. 
Hickman  county. 
Logan  county. 
Louisville. 

Grayson  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Bourbon  county. 
Bullitt  county. 
Christian  county. 
Nicholas  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Paducah. 
Shelbyville. 

Marshall  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Trigg  county. 
Taylorsville. 
Lexington. 
Louisville. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Louisville. 

Boyle  county. 

Cadiz. 

Anderson  county. 
Nelson  county. 
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COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


PRIMARY  CLASS — FIRST  YEiVR. 

Reading, 

Arithmetic, 

Spelling, 

Geography, 

Vocal  music. 

SECOND  CLASS — SECOND  YEAR. 

Reading, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Geography, 

English  Grammar, 

Music,  (optional.) 

MIDDLE  CLASS THIRD  YEAR. 

Moral  Philosophy, 

English  Grammar, 

Natural  History, 

Writing, 

IMathematics  and  Music,  (optional.) 

JUNIOR  CLASS — FOURTH  YEAR. 

History, 

Composition  and  Declamation, 

Rhetoric, 

Phisiology  and  Anatomy. 

Natural  Theology, 

Mathematics,  Languages,  and  Music,  (optional.) 

SENIOR  CLASS — FIFTH  YEAR. 

Natural  Philosophy, 

History, 

Astronomy, 

Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Natural  Sciences  and  Music,  (optional.) 
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ADMISSION  OP  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  director ; but 
no  person  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  can  be  admit- 
ted without  a special  vote  of  the  board  of  visitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and 
must  present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  freedom 
from  all  offensive  and  infectious  diseases ; and  must  furnish  satisfac- 
tory testimonials  of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  also  state  the  name,  residence,  and  post 
office  address  of  the  applicant;  the  year,  month,  day,  and  place  of 
his  birth ; the  names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living ; the 
pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  parents  or  other  relations  who  have 
the  care  of  the  applicant;  at  what  age  and  by  what  means  the  blind- 
ness was  produced ; whether  it  is  total;  and  whether  there  are  other 
instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among  their  relatives. 

Indigent  children,  resident  in  this  state,  will  be  received  and  edu- 
cated at  the  expense  of  the  state.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  re- 
quirements, they  must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate,  or 
other  well  known  respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of 
Kentucky,  and  that  their  parents  and  immediate  relations  are  unable 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  education. 

Both  state  and  paying  pupils  must  come  provided  with  a full  sup- 
ply of  comfortable  clothing,  which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of 
the  owner,  and  renewed,  fi’om  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary. 
Traveling  expenses,  to  and  from  the  institution,  must  also  be  paid  by 
the  pupils  or  their  friends. 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, and  closes  on  the  15th  of  July.  It  is  important  that  the  pupOs 
be  present  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes, 
and  then  return  to  their  homes,  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their 
friends. 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils,  for  board,  tuition,  washing, 
and  music,  are  one  himdrecl  dollars.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  the  in- 
stitution during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars 
is  made.  Payments  must  be  made  quarterly  in  advance. 


List  of  Books  purchased  since  the  last  Report. 

American  Biography, 25  vols.  $ 18  75 

Hildreth’s  History  of  the  United  States, 3 yols.  g qq 

Irving’s  History  of  Columbus, ^ qU 

Prescott’s  Conquest  of  Mexico, y^jg  g pg 

Prescott’s  Conquest  of  Peru, vols  4 00 

Prescott’s  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, y^jg  g gg 

Abbott’s  Histories, y g^^ 

Gibbon’s  Rome, ^ ^g 

Pursuit  of  Knowledge, y^j  yg 


62  vols.  $•  57  05 

Deduct  donation  of--......  __ 
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JOPT r<n. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS 


OF  TliR 

Kentucky  lustitiiliou  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OP  KENTUCKY: 

The  Boara  of  VisitoM  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
ot  the  Blind,  respectfully  present  their  Eleventh  Beport. 

The  present  report  embraces  a period  of  two  years  and  one  month, 
commencing  November  1,  1851,  and  ending  December  1,  18511. 

The  number  of  pupil.s  during  the  year  1852,  was  forty-one — twenty 
males,  and  twenty-one  females.  The  number  in  the  year  1853  has  been 
thirty-eight — fifteen  males,  and  twenty-three  females. 

Since  the  last  report  was  presented,  seventeen  new  pupils  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Institution  ; live  have  received  diplomas  ; three  have 
been  dismissed  without  having  passed  entirely  through  the  prescribed 
couisc  ol  study;  and  two  have  been  returned  to  their  friends  with  vision 
80  much  improved  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their  education  in  the 
ordinary  schools  for  the  seeing. 

The  improvement  of  the  sight  of  the  pupils,  though  not  originally  an- 
ticipated,  is  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  speaks  loudly  in  praise  of  the 
skill  and  faithlulness  of  the  olliccrs  of  the  Institution  and  the  regulations 
I'CnBt'd  lo  diet,  recreation,  cleanliness,  labor  and  study. 

1 he  health  ol  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good  during  the  last  two 
yeai^  ; but  it  is  our  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  one,  the  second  pupil  that 
has  been  removed  from  the  Institution  by  death  during  the  twelve  years 
of  its  exiistence.  .lohii  I*.  Fisher,  of  Boyle  county,  died  in  .July  last,  after 
a shoit  illness,  throughout  which  he  manifested  the  most  perfect  resigna- 
tion to  the  Divine  will,  and  the  utmost  fearlessness  and  composure  in 
view  of  approaching  dissolution.  His  remains  were  followed  by  the 
pupils  and  officers  of  the  school  to  the  Cave  Hill  Cerneterj',  where  the 
Board  of  Visitors  propose,  with  the  approbation  of  the  General  Assein- 
I ’ suitable  lot  for  the  interment  of  such  pupils  as  may 

close  their  earthly  cour'se  while  connected  with  the  Institution. 

I he  Board  of  V isitors,  in  their  last  report,  asked  authority  from  the 
Begislature  to  sell  the  lot  of  the  Institution  and  purchase  a larger  lot  in 
\i  e.'=t  ijouisville.  Authority  to  sell  the  lot  in  Louisville  was  granted,  but 
on  account  of  objections  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  to  the  iiro- 
posed  location  at  West  Louisville,  the  General  Assembly  directed  the 
Governor  of  the  Htate  to  appoint  commissioners  to  select  ten  acres  of 
land  and  to  report  the  same,  with  plans  of  all  the  necessary  buildings, 
to  the  Governor  for  his  approval.  The  commissioners  were  appointed. 
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and  after  careful  consideration,  recommended,  with  the  cordial  appro- 
bation of  this  Board  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution,  a lot 
nfarthe  e^teni  boundary  of  Louisville,  which,  after  being  visited  and 
examSed  by  the  Governor,  in  person,  was  fully  approved  by  him,  and 

bv  his  ordcr^was  purchased,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  bj  t . 

Board  of  Visitors  The  lot  thus  purchased  cost  , ".t 

dollars  more  than  the  price  of  the  ten  acres  proposed  by  this  board,  but 
it  hal  many  advantages  over  that  lot,  which  more  than  counterbal^ance 
the  dilfereLe  in  the  cost.  The  purchase  was  made  about  eighteen 
months  since  and  already  the  land  in  that  vicinity  has  so  greatly  appre- 
dS  in  v2e!  that  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land  estimate  it  at  near- 
Iv  three  times  the  price  paid  for  the  lot  of  the  Institution. 

^ The  lot  as  originally  laid  off  by  the  Superintendent,  lies  i"  the  foim 
of  a beautiful  parellelogram,  800  feet  in  length,  with  a front  of  544i  feet 
^n  theXnk  ort  turnpike  road.  The  site  is  the  highest,  most  command- 
and  most  beautiful  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville.  New  Albany,  Jeffer- 
sonville, Portland  and  Louisville,  are  all  spread  out  like  a '"''P  beffre  h. 
The  Ohio  river  winds  beautifully  in  view  lor  several  mile^,  until  it  seems, 

at  last  to  lose  itself  among  the  blue  hills  of  Indiana.  The  edifice  is  m 
full  view  of  the  travel  on  the  Ohio  river,  the  Frankfort  railroad,  the  Shel 
byville  and  Bardstown  turnpike  roads,  and  several  other  great  avenu  s 

leadino- into  the  interior  of  Kentucky. 

The  site  is  in  a healthy  neighborhood,  it  has  a soil  of  great  fertility  is 
capable  of  the  most  perfect  drainage  at  little  or  no  expense  in  s , 
■ilmoBt  all  things  combine  to  render  it  the  most  desirable  location  for  a 
State  Literary  Institution  that  could  be  selected  in  the  vicinity  of  Loui 

'^^But  while  the  Institution  has  been  peculiarly  lortunate  in  the  selection 
of  a site  it  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  the  adoption  of  a plan  for  the 
buildin*'  ’which  has  been  commenced  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 
The  his  ory  of  the  plan  is  briefly  as  follows  : In  the  year  1851,  Mr^B 
M Patten  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  being  in  Frankfort 
was  requested  by  a committee  of  the  Legislature,  then  m session,  to  lay 
rtoe  irm  pl^^^^  of  such  a building  as  he  deemed  desirable  for  the 
school  for  thc^blind.  He  therefore  immediately  drew  plans  and  present- 
ed them  to  the  committee,  who,  after  an  examination  “f  be  same, 
recommended  to  the  General  Assembly  the  passage  of  a b®ral  act, 

nrovWino- for  the  erection  ol  all  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  Instim- 
tion  The  act  was  passed  with  almost  unparalleled  unanimity  and 
placed  the  Institution^in  a much  more  favorable  position  for  usefulness 

‘"“hi’  X"""  by 

sembiv  ^being  subsequently  examined  by  the  Board  of  \ isitors,  received 
thSr  unqualified  and  unLimous  approval.  And  the  t^be 

havi-yfy  requested  Mr.  Patten  to  present  to  them  a suitable  plan  to  be 
recomniended  to  the  Governor,  he  presented  the  aforesaid  plan,  which 
w^r^mimously  approved  and  recommended  by  the  commissioners  to 

Tt"plan'’ht'"nmTco\^eTb-^^  by  other  intelligent  gentle- 
men ineduding  se’veral  eminent  architects  and  officers  of  ’ ‘fb ‘"p 

S irolher%tates;  aiidall  unite  in  pronouncing  it  remarkably  well 

adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 
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Immediately  after  the  approval  of  the  plan  by  the  Governor,  the  Board 
of  Visitors  appointed  a committee  to  whom  they  entrusted  the  direct 
management  of  the  erection  of  the  buildin<js.  Upon  this  committee 
they  placed  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution,  and  directed  liirn  to 
make  such  disposition  of  his  classes,  (See.,  in  the  .school,  as  would  allow 
him  to  ^ivo  his  personal  attention  to  all  the  buildinjj  operations.  We 
have  thus  secured,  at  all  times,  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  work; 
and  we  feel  assured  that  the  enterprise  has  been  conducted  with  the’ 
utmost  prudence,  economy  and  fidelity.  The  work  and  materials  have 
been  obtained  on  tlie  most  favorable  terms,  all  the  matcr  als  arc  good, 
and  the  work  has  been  executed  in  the  most  substantial  and  workman- 
like manner.  We  have  examined  and  approved  all  the  contraet.s  for 
work  and  materials,  have  given  all  necessary  attention  to  the  building, 
and  have  required,  from  time  to  time,  reports  from  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, who  have  conformed,  in  the  most  faithful  manner,  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  board. 

The  fund  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  has 
been  derived  from  the  following  sources  : ’ 
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12,370 

74 

5,025 

00 

500 

00 

10,000 

00 

S 

27,901 

74 

5,500 

00 

s 

22,401 

74 

22,255 

79 

S 145 

95 

Sale  of  lot  in  Louisville,  less  cost  of  removing  old  bricks, 
W.  S.  Vernon,  on  account  of  insurance,  . . . 

Sale  of  old  iron, 

Appropriation  by  General  Assembly  in  1852, 

Deduct  amount  paid  for  ten  acres  of  land,  - 

Total  amount  of  Building  Fund,  - - . . 

Deduct  amount  expended  in  building  and  materials,  - 

Unexpended  balance  of  Building  Fund,  in  bank. 


X ui  u.  buiLiiiKni  oi  tne  DuiKung  operations,  includmg  the 

cost  of  the  various  kinds  of  work,  materials  on  hand,  ifcc.,  we  respect- 
fully refer  the  General  Assembly  to  the  accompanying  Report  of  the 
Jjuilcliiig^  Comniittee,  which  has  been  unanimously  approved  by  this 
board.  I he  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  committee  have  been  exam- 
ined by  the  boaid  with  great  care,  and  they  are  explicit,  accurate,  and 
complete ; and  we  trust  that  the  entire  action  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
and  the  Building  Committee  will  receive  the  approval  of  the  General 
As.sembly. 

In  case  a committee  should  be  appointed  by  your  honorable  body,  as 
in  former  jears,  to  visit  the  Institution,  every  facility  will  be  afforded  for 
examining  the  building  and  all  other  departments  of  the  Institution. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  buildings  of  the  Institution  by  fire  in  the 
year  1851,  the  Institution  has  been  indebted  to  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville for  a building  in  which  to  continue  the  exercises  of  the  school.  As 
this  building  is  ill  adapted  to  the  wants  of  such  an  Institution,  and  espe- 
cially as  it  is  probable  that  it  will  very  soon  be  needed  by  the  collegiate 
department  of  the  University,  it  is  important  that  the  new  edifice  should 
be  ha.'^tened  to  completion  within  the  shortest  period  possible.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand’ 
dollar.s  bn  made  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the  present  session.  If 
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this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  building  may  be  ready  fnr  the  reception  of  the  blind  school 
before  it  will  become  necessary  to  relinquish  the  building  al  present 
occupied. 

When,  through  the  liberality  of  the  General  Assembly  and  people  of 
Kentucky,  the  buildings  and  other  necessary  improvements  of  the  Insti- 
tution shall  be  fully  completed,  it  is  conlidently  believed  that  no  neces- 
sity will  exist  for  soliciting  aid  in  support  of  the  Institution,  in  addition 
to  the  means  at  present  enjoyed. 

In  accordance  with  “A.?i  act  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
railroad,^'  approved  January  9,  lS52,the  Board  of  Visitors  have  sold  the 
charter  of  said  road  to  a company  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  in  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  of  the  contract. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  fur  the 
two  years  and  one  month,  commencing  November  1,  1851,  and  ending 
December  1,  1853,  have  been  as  follows  : 


Annual  ap})ropriation  in  1852, $ 3,000  00 

Allowance  for  beneficiaries  from  October  1,  1851,  to  October  1,  1852,  - - 3,241  96 

Annual  appropriation  in  1853, 3,000  00 

Allowance  for  beneficiaries  from  October  1,  1852,  to  October  1,  1853,  • - 3,626  99 

For  board  and  tuition  of  paying  pupils  in  year  1851,  .....  135  00 

Rent  of  building  on  broadway, 50  00 

Sale  of  old  iron, - 33  37 

Sale  of  cow, - 2G00 

Sale  of  grass, 25  00 

Saleof  manufactured  articles  from  November  1,  1851,  to  December  31,  1852,  3.54  57 

Sale  of  manufactured  articles  from  January  1,  1853  to  December  1,  1853,  - 688  25 

Balance  in  IjanJs  of  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report, 67 


The  ordinar}'  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  25  months, 
commencing  November  1,  1851,  have  been  as  follows: 

Salaries  of  Superintendentand  teachers,  from  November  1,  1851,  to  December 

31,1852, $2,813  00 

Salary  of  matron  for  same  time, 

Salary  of  physieiau  

Wages  of  foreman  and  workmen  in  work  department,  same  time, 

Wages  of  servants  and  seamstre.ss,  same  time, 

Wages  of  cook  in  year  1851, 

Expenses  of  traveling  and  exhibition  in  1851, 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  etc.,  from  November  1,  1851,  to 

December  31,  1852, 

Insurance  in  years  1852  and  1853,  , . . . . 

Salaries  of  superintendent  and  teachers,  from  January  1 to  June 

:i0,  1853, 

Salary  of  matron  for  same  time, 

Salary  of  physician.  “ 

Wages  of  foreman  ami  workmen  in  work  department,  from  De- 
cember 31,  1852,  to  December  J , 1853,  .... 

Wages  of  servants  and  seamstress,  for  same  time,  - 
Provisions,  groceries  and  medicines,  itc.,  for  same  time, 

Fuel,  from  November  1,  1851,  to  Deoember  1,  1853, 

Rent  of  shop,  from  October  25,  1&51,  to  December  1,  1853, 

Raw  materials  for  work  departm<*nt,  for  same  time, 

Hay,  Ac.,  $25  50,  feathers,  $ 11  GU, 

Hanhvare,  $74  09,  broom  machines,  $ 85  50, 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  Ac., 

Stoves,  tin  ware,  repairs  of  roof,  Ac., 

Ri'l'nirs  nf  blinds  an*l  cistern, 

Ucpaii“suf  mu'i'-  1 in‘^trumeuts. 


$ 14,181  $1 


323  34 
175  00 
668  17 
704  29 
150  00 
53  63 

1,760  70 
200  00 

1,3.30  50 
135  S3 
75  00 

274  00 
409  96 
l,r>25  68 
404  11 
311  50 
1 ,383  58 
37  U) 
160  49 
232  01 
145  53 
31  00 
18  10 


Amounts  carried  forwarvl. 


$ 13,506  42  $ 14,181  81 
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« 13,500  4a  $14,18181 
17  00 

'I'.'  : I 

40  b.') 

37  53 
93  50 

14,143  50 


$ 38  25 


\Statement  of  business  of  the  Work  Department  for  fourteen  months,  ending 


December  31,  1862. 

ITo  value  of  manufactured  articles  oil  hand,  November,  1851,  - - . $ 220  40 

iTo  •aluc  of  unmamifactiireil  slock,  “ i,  « ...  jm  40 

IToco-stof  raw  materials,  from  November  1, 1851,  to  December  31,  1852,  - 010  81 

tTo  wages  of  foreman  and  workmen.  " “ “ OtW  17 

ITo  rent  of  shop,  from  October  25,  1851,  to  December  31,  1852,  • - - 177  00 


S 1 ,792  84 

$ 1,38  96 
272  51 

354  57 

706  04 


'Cost  of  supporting  the  work  department  for  11  laoiitha,  ending  Dec.  31, 1852,  $ 1 ,026  80 


Ifiy  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  December  31,  1852, 
IB7  ■alue  of  Hunianufactured  stock  on  hand,  “ “ 

!By  sales  of  manufactured  articles,  from  November  1,  1851,  to 
December  31,  1852, 


Amounts  brought  forward, 
tFuneral  e.vpenses  of  .lohn  P.  Fisher, 

■ ■ 'CO  ir 


llhiok'  anil  flaiinnety, 
lOradinir  and  paving, 
jjliscellaneous  expenses. 


Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 


: 

T 

! 

' 

> 

11 


I 


i 

1 


i 

I 

I 
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Statement  of  business  of  the  Work  Department  for  eleven  months,  ending 


December  1,  1853. 

To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  January  1,  1853,  - - - $ 1.38  90 

To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock,  “ ••  “ ...  272  51 

To  cost  of  raw  material.s.  from  January  1 to  December  1,  1853,  - - - 772  77 

To  wage.s  of  foreman  and  workmen,  “ “ “ . . . 274  00 

To  rent  of  shop,  from  January  1 to  December  1,  1853,  ....  137  50 


By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  December  1,  1853, 
By  value  of  unmanufacturerl  stock  on  hand,  " •' 

By  sales  of  manufactured  article.s,  from  January  1,  1853,  to  De 
cember  1,  1853, 


Cost  of  supporting  the  work  department  for  II  months,  ending  Dec.  1,  1853,  $ 166  96 


Soon  after  our  Last  report  was  presented,  Mr.  Sievers  resigned  his  place 
as  teacher  of  handicraft,  and  we  were  not  able,  during  the  year  1852,  to 
fill  his  place  with  a man  of  the  qualifications  necessary  for  that  import- 
ant department  of  the  school.  On  this  account  less  work  was  done  and 
fewer  sales  were  made  than  we  had  reason  to  anticipate,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  supporting  the  work  department  was  greater  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year. 

Early  in  the  year  1853,  we  secured  the  services  of  an  energetic  and 
faithful  man  in  the  work  deptirtmcnt,  and  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to 
feport,  that  a greater  amount  of  good  work  has  been  done,  and  larger 
sales  made,  during  the  eleven  months  ending  December  1,  18.53,  than  in 
any  other  year  since  the  Institution  was  established  ; and  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  mechanical  department  will  be  still  more 
prosperous  and  useful  during  the  next  year. 


$ 1 ,595  74 

$ 63  35 
677  18 

688  25 

1 ,428  78 
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In  the  intellectual  and  musical  departments  of  the  school  the  sam 
general  course,  detailed  in  former  reports,  has  been  steadily  pursue(  i 
with  the  usual  gratifying  results. 

In  November  last,  Mr.  Otis  Patten,  who  had  for  more  than  eleve}  • 
years  discharged  the  duties  of  teacher  in  the  Institution,  to  the  entiii 
satisfaction  of  the  Trustees,  having  been  elected  Superintendent  of  thj 
Louisville  Orphans’  Home,  tendered  his  resignation  as  teacher. 

In  May  last,  Mrs.  Wright,  having  been  appointed  matron  in  the  Li 
natic  Asylum,  of  Indiana,  presented  her  resignation,  and  the  vacanc  i 
was  immediately  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Esther  Pergrin, 
lady  of  extraordinary  fitness  for  this  responsible  and  important  oflici 

Miss  Earle,  Mias  Melcher,  and  Mr.  Marion,  who  have  been  appointe 
teachers  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  have  discharge  ;i 
their  onerous  duties  with  fidelity  and  ability.  t 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  again  tendered  to  the  proprietors  of  tlj.i 
Louisville  Daily  Journal,  Louisville  Daily  Courier,  Daily  Louisvilj; 
Times,  Kentucky  Yeoman,  Presbyterian  Herald,  and  Western  Recordej 
for  copies  of  their  papers  sent  gratuitously  to  the  Institution  during  tlj  ■ 
last  two  years.  Our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  tie: 
American  Bible  Society,  for  the  donation  of  five  copies  of  the  Bible  f| 
the  Blind  ; and  to  the  Directors  of  the  Louisville  and  Frankfort  Railroa|. 
for  valuable  favors  to  the  inmates  of  the  Institution. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  ask  leave  again  to  call  the  attention  of  tli 
county  commissioners  to  the  duty  of  returning  the  names  and  ages  ; 
the  blind  children  of  this  State,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  i 
the  following  “ Act  in  relation  to  the  Blind  Children  in  Kentucky;  ' 
approved  January  9,  1852  : 

“ Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth 
Kentucky,  That  from  and  after  the  present  year,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
the  commissioners  of  tax  in  each  county  in  this  Commonwealth, 
ascertain  and  return  on  the  back  of  their  books,  respectively,  the  nam 
and  ages  of  all  blind  children  under  twenty  years  of  age  in  th( 
respective  counties,  together  with  the  name  of  the  post  office  nearest 
the  residence  of  each.” 

Since  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  act,  many  of  the  commissionei.^ 
appear  to  have  been  as  remiss  in  their  duty  to  the  unfortunate  blind  |il 
in  former  years,  and  we  have  satisfactory  reasons  to  believe  that  nji 
one-fourth  of  the  names  of  the  blind  in  Kentucky  were  returned  by  t;l 
commissioners  in  the  year  1853.  As  proof  ol  the  great  remissness  |n 
some  of  the  commissioners  we  may  state,  that  in  one  ot  the  counties  |li 
the  State  the  commissioners  reported  only  one  blind  person,  while  up(;< 
the  books  of  the  Institution  were  the  names  of  more  than  thirty  bli;j  \ 
persons  resident  in  that  county.  _ j 

According  to  the  last  census  of  the  United  States,  there  are  in  Ke  i 
tacky  530  blind  persons  ; but  wo  believe  that  the  real  number  of  blili 
in  the  State  is  much  larger. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  with  a liberality  worthy  of  o 
time-honored  Commonwealth,  has  made  provision  for  tlie  education 
all  the  blind  children  and  youth  within  her  borders.  She  has  order;!* 
the  erection  of  a building  of  sufficient  size  for  their  accommodaticll'' 
and  decreed  that  its  doors  shall  be  thrown  open  Ireoly  to  all  who  ain 
worthy  of  admission,  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike.  That  the  blind  in  t 
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»e  reached  in  their  dark  and  cheerless  homes,  scattered  all  over  our 
•videly  extended  territory  ; that  they  may  learn  what  inestimable  trea- 
lures  of  knowledge  and  happiness  have  been  opened  to  them  by  the 
l>tate,  the  above  law  has  been  enacted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  com- 
missioners in  every  county  of  the  State  will  see  that  its  benevolent 
provisions  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 

LouisvmLE,  December  31,  1853.  j 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  the  foregoing  report  was  adopted  as  the 
Eleventh  Report  of  the  Board  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

Secretary. 


BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,  Preiidenti 
THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY, 

BLAND  BALLARD, 

WILLIAM  TANNER, 

ROBERT  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  Treasurer. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

DIBECTOB.  ( ’'J-p 

MISS  ELIZABETH  EARLE, 

TEACHEB. 

MISS  MARGARET  M.  MELCHER, 

TEACSEB. 

EDMUND  P.  MARION, 

TEACHEB. 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH, 

TEACBEB  OF  WTSIO. 

MISS  ESTHER  PERGRIN, 

MATBOF. 

FRANCIS  VELAD, 

rOBEUAF  IK  ICECBAStOAl.  OTFAUiaarF. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT, 

PBrlUKAF. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1-5-:. 


Names. 

Alc^t  Russel  Aemstroxg,* 
Tucm\r  Debob.* 
ilartiia  Jane  Arnold, 

Geoi  gft  Bennett, 

Martha  Ann  Boyd, 

Mary  Jane  Buckner, 

Margaret  Rebecca  Clark, 
Sarah  Matilda  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Martha  Cox, 

Rachel  Minerva  Davis, 
Joanna  Diamond, 

Ellen  Emmons, 

Mary  Ann  Edward, 

Mary  Street  Edwards, 

Lucy  Inn  is  Edwards, 

■William  Thomas  Ellison, 
John  Patton  Fisher, 

Madison  Jones  Garrison,  • 
James  Richard  Golladay, 
Elizabeth  Henning, 

Susan  Hannah  Krusor, 
William  Martin, 

Reuben  McClimahan, 

Mary  Francis  M'Ateo, 
Thomas  Mings, 

Sidney  Carolino  Nance, 
Sarah* Jane  Kash, 

Philip  Troutman  Patterson, 
Jolin  Raymond, 

Mary  Jane  Saddler, 

Rosanna  Searcy, 

Eliziibcih  Slievals, 

Jaines  Shevals, 

Jo'*e)»h  Sitnonis, 

Ruherl  Mar.'hall  Short, 
David  Stevens, 

Samuel  VVheclock  Stivers, 
Richard  Swebston  Vaughan, 
Susan  Ann  Ward, 

Mordoeni  Wells. f 
Janies  Milton  West, 


RESIDEyCE. 

Montgomery  county. 
Jessamine  c<ninty. 
Franklin  county. 

Oliio  county. 

Pad  ncah. 

Louisville. 

Marshall  connty. 
Marshall  county,. 
Trigs  county. 
Taylorsville. 
Lexington. 
Louisville.' 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Logan  county. 

Logan  county. 

Murray. 

Boyle’coiinty. 

Christian  county. 

Trigg  county. 

Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Boyle  county. 

Logan  county. 
Louisville. 

Hickman  county. 
Paducah. 

Boyle  county. 
Grayson  comity. 
Harrison  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Anderson  county. 
Hawesville. 
Hnwesville. 
Louisville. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Lexington. 

Bourbon  county. 
Bullitt  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nicholas  coui>ty. 
Christian  county. 


* Gr&duates. 


t Honorably  ilismlued. 


CATALOGUE  OP  PUPILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1853. 


Names. 

James  Riciiaud  Goleaday,* 

JOAN.VA  OlAMON'D,* 

Saeah  Jane  Nash,* 

Jlsrtha  Jane  Arnold, 
Martha  Ann  Boyd, 

Mary  Jane  Buckntr, 
Wet^on  Black, 

Margaret  Rebecca  Clark, 
Sarah  Matilda  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Martha  Cox,  - 
Mary  Costello, 

Rachel  Minersa  Davis, 
Ellen  Emmons, 

Mary  Ann  Edward, 

Mary  Street  Edwards, 

Lncy  Innis  Edwards, 
William  Thomas  Ellison 
John  Patton  Fisher-(( 
Madi.son  Jones  Garrison, 
Elizabeth  Henning, 

Henry  Lyter  Kidd, 

Susan  Hannah  Krusor, 
William  Martin, 

Reuben  McClanahan, 

Mary  Francis  M’Atee, 
Thomaa  Mings, 

Sidney  Caroline  Nance, 
Philip  Troutman  Patterson, 
Kebecca  Rogers, 

Elizabeth  Shevals,  - 
James  Shevals, 

Robert  Marshall  Short 
Rosanna  Searcy .f 
Mary  Jann  Saddler 
Joseph  Simonis,t 
Samuel  Wheclock  Silvers, 
Richard  Swebston  Vaughan, 
Susan  Ann  Ward, 

• Graduaiea. 

I Hnnorahly  ilismitteU, 

I]  I^cccased. 


Rf.SIDRXCBi 

county. 

• • Lexington. 

• • Boyle  county. 

• * Franklin  county. 

- • Paducah. 

• * Louisville. 

- * Laurel  county. 

• • Marshall  county. 

• - Marshall  county. 

• • Trigg  county. 

• • Louisville. 

• • Taj-lorsville. 

“ • Louisville. 

• • Muhlenburg  county. 

• * Logan  county. 

Logan  county. 

• - Murr.iy. 

Boyle  county. 
Christian  county. 

• • Louisville. 

- • Lexington. 

Lexington. 

• • Boyle  county. 

Logan  county. 

• • Louisville. 

• * Hickman  county. 

Paducah. 

• • Grayson  county. 

• - Fayette  county. 

Hawesville. 

- - Hawesville. 

• • Muhlenburg  county. 

- - Anderson  county. 

- • Jefferson  county. 

Louicrilie. 
iJonrbon  county. 
Bullitt  county. 

• - Nelson  county. 


ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director  of  the 
Institution;  but  no  person  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  age, 
can  be  admitted  without  a special  vote  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  , 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must) 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  freedom  from  i 
all  offensive  and  infectious  diseases;  and  must  furnish  saiisiactory  testi- 
monials  of  unexceptionable  moral  character.  , n . m .1 

Every  application  must  state  the  name,  residence  and  Post-office  ad- 
dress of  the  applicant,  the  year,  month,  day  and  place  of  birth ; the 
names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living;  at  what  age  and  by 
what  means  the  blindness  was  produced;  whether  it  is  total,  and  whether 
there  are  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family  or  among 

Blind'^chifdren  resident  in  Kentucky  will  be  received  and  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements 
they  must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate  or  other  well  known 
respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Pupils  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply  of  comfortable  cloth- 
incT  vvhicb  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  be  renews 
ed°from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary,  raveling  expenses  to  andt  . 
from  the  Institution  must  be  paid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends.  1 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils  for  board  and  tuition,  wash- 
ing and  music,  are  one  hundred  dol  ars.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  he  In 
Btitulion  during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollais  iil 

"’The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20tli  day  of  September  . 
and  closes  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  Pupils  should  be  present  at  th.  ^ 
commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return  t<  1 
their  homes  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  Iriends. 
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REPORT  OP  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors: 

The  Committee  to  whom  you  entrusted  the  management  of  the 

tion  of  t hn  f tU„  _ ...  ..  “ "'■••I.  I'l  .110 


*•  r.  . , juu  ciiiiuaieu  me  rnanfifi’empnt  r»t  th^ 

LTingRepo^r  Institution,  respectfully  present  the  fol- 

assigned  to  them,  the  committee  deter- 
mined to  guaid,  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  against  any  unneces- 
sapr  expenditure  in  the  erection  of  the  building;.  To  use  none  but  the 
most  approved  materials,  to  employ  no  mechanics  but  those  of  undoubt- 

^.^ecute^l 

Vie  therefore  invited  general  competition  by  public  advertisement 

m^nd^hv'th''^^"’*^^  contracts  would  neither  be  recom- 

lu-iJ  f ^1®  n^'^rded  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  any  but 

kill  ul  and  reliable  men.  All  the  work  that  could  be  thus  disposed  S 

to  thp  ? contract,  and,  with  a single  e.xception 

lee^Hiv  f ^.V  contractor  being  required  to  furnish  ilnple 

secuntj  for  the  faithful  pcrformace  of  his  engagements  We  thus  se 

and  it  oirT’’  materials  on  the  most  favorable  terms; 

wo  I hi  f 1 gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that,  so  far  as  the 
PHcipmP  t t ie  contractors,  generally,  have  fulfilled  their  en- 

ga  ements  with  remarkable  punctuality  and  fidelity,  that  not  a single 
occurred  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  wol^k 

.“3  co'ZiLc”'  “ 

constant,  faithful  and  responsible  supervision  of 
d your  Board,  one  of  the  undersigned  has  given 

operations,  and  the  commkl 
6^0^/000  ! r 1^'"  ^°"‘‘san.  Esq.,  an  architect  of  great 

pafei  b^Mr  r’'' r ’ "'I''  "'orking  plans^pre- 

Lolil  1 ‘^ostigan,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  and  ap- 

SttenllrouHaborr  ’ ^Js 

In  pursuance  of  the  determination  to  avoid  all  unnecesRary  cvpen«c 
in  adopting  woidiing  plans,  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the  building 
•w  */'u*  loriner  plans,  was  so  considerably  reduced  in  parts  that 

.mrlf  h change,  as  to  effect  a'saving  in 

- cost  of  brickwork  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  By  dispensing  with 
be  quoin  stones,  and  making  the  window  caps,  generally,  plainer  and 
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of  cheaper  atone  than  was  originally  Intended  and  a.  small  number 
Bomewhat  more  ornate,  a pleasing  variety  has  been  imparted  to  the 
plain  exterior  of  the  edifice  without  increasing  the  cost  ol  it. 

1 he  contracts  for  materials  and  work  were,  on  the  recommendation  ot 
the  committee,  awarded  by  your  Board,  as  follows,  under  the  most  care- 
fully prepared  articles  of  agreement  and  the  strictest  and  minutest  spec 

iflcations^I  ^2  ^5  per  perch,  furnished  mate- 

rials and  erected  walls  for  the  cellar,  hot-air  chambers,  &c  , which  are 
believed  to  be  equal  in  durability  and  strength  ‘o  any  similar  work  in 
the  State.  It  is  a source  of  regret  to  the  committee  t^iat  M • i leitter 
in  fulfilling  his  contract,  lost  several  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  h 

^"The™principal  part  of  the  dressed  stone  was  furnished  and  j 

Messrs.  Vincent  & Struby,  at  prices  varying  from  sixty-fwe  to  seye  X ) 
five  cents  per  foot— prices  that  will  appear  exceedingly  low,  it  you  tak  , 
into  consideration  the  remoteness  oi 

the  dwellings  of  the  workmen,  and  compare  the  work  uitli  ‘he  'nferior 
work  lor  which  liigher  prices  are  paid  m the  city  ot  Lomsvi  ■ 
stone,  was  obtained  from  a quarry  recently  opened  by  f " 

and  is  harder,  more  durable,  and  more  beautiful  than  J®* 

fore  used  for  similar  purposes  in  the  city;  and  the  mechanical  execuUon 
of  the  work  is  . such  as  to  reflect  high  credit  upon  the  contractors  Ihe 
o.xcavation  tor  the  cellar  under  the  entire  building 

:scanland,  at  nineteen  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  carpenter  vvoik  ua 
<!,me  in  a very  superior  manner  by  men  employed  by  the  week  under  the 
.lirect  superintendence  of  the  Building  Committee  , 

A kiln  estimated  to  contain  three  hundred  and  foitj-tv\o  | 

bricks,  standing  near  the  site  of  the  building,  purchased  of  My. 

II  Pone  at  $■>.  874  per  thousand;  and  Messrs.  Bohmer  A. 

and  delivered  abou‘t  eight  hundred  thousand  hard  bricks  at  five  dollars  1 

^’'"it  V-armSinally  intended  to  have  the  principal  fronts  *?21"of ' 
iaced  with  i-ressed  bricks,  but,  on  account  of  the  high  ° 

ihat  description,  it  was  decided  to  use  only  common  hard 
leave  the  outer  surface  of  the  external  walls  in  ^ condition  to  receive  a | 
covering  of  cement  or  stucco  in  case  the  Board  ot  Visitors  should,  at, 

any  future  time,  deem  it  advisable.  . 

•flic  brick  masonry  was  executed  by  Messrs.  Gariet  vV  Kei  n a an  ^ 
:x'  cra.-i-  price  of  liiid  78  per  thousand.  I'  or  the  prompt  and  fai  hlul  man  | 
ner  in" which  these  gentlemen  fulfilled  their  engagements  nny’.yyP®<=‘i''' j 
ly.  lor  ihcir  liherality  in  making  such  a deduction  Ironi  b'  1 as  a 
iuiiivalcnt  to  a donation  to  the  Institution  ol  about  ‘V'" J 
tluA  merit  file  gateful  acknowledgments  ol  the  Boaid  o ' I 

the  oilier  materials  for  Uie  building  were  procured  on  the  I®  ^ 
uractii-ahle.  Messrs.  Rader,  Breeden,  Davis  and  LavicUe  I n nislied  the 
umber  necessary  to  enclose  the  building.  J.  boster  ‘yy'^byd  most  o 
the  window  caps  and  .sills  of  a very  superior  and  d^‘-=‘b  e o'  be^ 

stone,  at  a much  lower  price  than  must  have  been  paid 
The  hardware  was  furnished  by  Messrs.  Semple  dt  Miles,  and  the  ironi 
columns,  girders,  &.C.,  by  C.  S.  Snead. 
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1 be  Building  Gommlttee,  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  to  the 
present  have  endeavored  to  act  in  strict  conformity  to  the  instructions 
and  ivishes  of  vour  Board.  Mindful  of  the  calamity  which,  two  years 
ago,  exposed  the  lives  of  the  blind  pupil.s  to  imminent  peril,  and  cast 
them  home.ess  noon  the  community,  we  have,  in  accordance  with  the 
onginal  design,  made  the  building  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  practicable’ 
-Vll  the  p:irliii.,u  walls,  llierelorc,  are  constructed  of  brick,  mid  the  col- 
umns and  gi.uers  in  the  dmnmgrooin  which  support  brick  walls  above 
are  made  of  cast  iron.  ' aoo\c, 

I'he  fund  for  t!ie  purchase  of  land  and  erection  of  the  buildings,  has 
been  derived  from  the  following  source.s  : 

Appropriation  hy  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky, 

Sill  ’ ol  land  and  old  bricks,  . . . . 

Sale  of  old  iron, 

U .>.  \ eruou,  on  account  of  insurance,  - - - . J ' 


Deduct  amount  expended  in  purchase  of  land  as  recommended  by  commis 
sioners,  and  approved  by  His  Excellency,  Governor  Powell,  - . 

T.iia!  amount  of  building  fund, 

The  following  sums  have  been  expended  in  materials  for 
huil.ltng  and  work  on  same,  in  sinking  well,  in  tools,  and 
J!i  erecting  shop  for  carpenters  : 

Pfiitl  0.  Duffy,  sinking  well,  - . . 

J.  Scanland,  excavations. 

P.  DfeiiTer,  Do.  . . 

**  D.  M.  Pfeiffer,  stone-masonry, 

" Bohmer,  Woo«is  and  Pope,  bricks, 

^ tnceiit  Struby,  cut  stone-work, 

“ Garret  <fe  Kerlin,  brioklaying, 

J.  Foster,  free  stone  work, 

!!  Hader,  ttc.,  lumber, 

!!  ^ Brooksbanks,  storie-setting, 

C.  S.  Sneail.  iron  columns, 

0.  S.  Snead,  girders,  plates,  (tc.,  - 
1^'  A.  D.  Miles,  hardware, 

Uiram  Jones,  painting,  ... 

*'  Samuel  Keane,  anchors,  clamps,  «tc., 

Glover,  Gault,  ik  Co.,  irons  for  derrick 
!!  ropes,  blocks,  (tc.,  ’ . 

ti  ^^''*^rlisiiig  to  contractors, 

J.  Gingrich,  carpenters  work,  and  services  as  foreman 

up  to  June  25,  1853, 

J.  Gingrich,  labor,  - . , 

C.  Wohltmnn,  carpenter  work  and  services  foreman 

up  to  Sept.  G,  1853, 

C.  Wohltraan,  labor,  hauling  and  piling  bricks,  dray 
ago  and  shear-poles,  ...  ■’ 


$ in, 000  00 

12,376  74 
500  00 
5,025  00 

$27,901  74 

5,500  00 

$22,401  74 


$ no  on 

480  Cl 
120  45 
2,508  75 
5,525  32 
3,030  90 
2,006  61 
2,836  80 
2,008  18 
203  25 
255  00 
411  83 
180  51 
07  30 
76  85 
28  31 
63  17 
21  25 

803  34 
61  42 

513  80 

262  14 


$ 22,255  79 

Unexpended  balance  of  building  fund, “ . 

* ~ ^ 140  Jo 

expended  by  the  committee,  accurate  accounts,  sustain- 
ed by  e,xpl.cit  vouchers,  have  been  kept,  which  are,  at  all  times  open 

Peforp''fh«\*°  u ?•*  of  Visitors,  and  are  herewith  presented. 

miDe^a  hastlvn "'T  commenced,  an  architect  laid  before  the  com- 
the  Imildinw  rlL^  statement,  according  to  which,  in  his  opinion, 

sum  r,f  ‘ T,.Mr  fb  ^ be  enc  osed  and  some  of  the  rooms  finished  for  tho 

79  and  h ivW  expended  only  §22,255 

nd  having  completed  the  more  expensive  parts  of  the  work,  and 
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having  on  hand  and  paid  for  a large  amount  of  matertala  conslsftng,  m 
nf  bricks  hardware,  lumber  and  window  caps  and  sills  for  the  en- 
^reedificSb  believed  lhat  it  maybe  enclosed  without  greatly  exceed- 

'"yj[\fu°is^®ecerary  not  only  to  enclose  the  building  but  to  prepare 
the  intekor  for  the  Blind  School,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  your 
^ iHervesnectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  asking  from  the  Leg- 
committee  i P “ “ y appropriation  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 

thousand  do  lars.  If  this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  in  the 
thousand  00  materials  can  be  more  readily  and  cheaply  ob- 

^ai^ed  contracts  with  mechanics  can  be  made  on  more  advantapous 
tamed,  conw  resumed  under  more  favorable  auspices  in  the 

terras,  the  , children  and  youth  of  the  btate  will  sooner 

S"aLrTntht  ?omSot‘ edifice  wLch  has  been  so  nobly  com- 
menced by  the  munificence  of  the  General  Assembly  and  people  of 

^^Th^buildin-  committee  cannot  close  this  report  vvithout  expressing 
fo"r  the  uniform  confidence  manifested  by  your  board,  with 
their  thanks  for  t succeeded  in  conducting  the  work  satis- 

the  assurance  hat  it 

and  sustained  by  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

B.  M.  PATTEN, 

Building  Committee. 


Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Buran,  / 
Louisville,  December  14,  1853.  1 


twp:lftii  report 

{SECOND  BIENNIAL  REPORT] 


OF  THE 


board  of  ^^isitor.s 

or  THE 


EtEKrTtrOBLY  J^TISm'TTJmON 


for  the 

education  of  the  blind, 


To  THE 


general  assembly  of  KENTUCKY, 


FOR  THE  YEARS  1854  AND  1855. 


t 

Frankfort,  kentpckv, 

A.  G.  HODGES,  STATE  PRINTER, 

1850. 


UT-i.Wm 


K 


I 


- 1$ 


V.  >lO  I'  I / 4!  H A Off 


»*» 


j , jxrpvaaam 


*(  * 


.a  /,  uii  ail  i'  ao'7i(ii  rwia 


»»t  t'f 


V 


,^A.rfTy.U’d  io  ^u^u^^^ip 


4-11: 
<JV/  SUM' 


'o 


1^,- 

is’T  '■  * 

'<r  ** 


U E r O K T . 


7h  the  General  Ae.tcmhlj)  nf  Kentneky: 

P rbr  o > o y their  Tuolfth  Report,  en.bracir.g 

]1>  presenting  this  report  the  Visitors  are  happy  to  bo  able  to  state 
that  tl.elnst.tPtion,  entrusted  to  tl.eir  care, lias, during  tJ,o  last  two  v^ary 
cii.pntd.  m many  respects,  rmnarkablc  prosperity/  Not  a death  has 
occurred  among  the  in, nates  of  the  lostitutiin,  an<l  Imt  a sitk  caj 
of  se-veio  il hioss,  and  the  services  of  tiic  phvsician  have  verv  nrelv 

^■'«''-eptions,‘'  have  been  attentive  to 
then  studies  and  exemplary  m their  deiiortment;  the  oUicei-s  havocon- 
tmued  to  discharp  their  arduous  and  responsible  duties  with  kindness 
and  fidehty  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  lha.rd,  imd  ..otS 
as  otcuiied  m tin;  school  to  interrupt  the  harmony  or  mar  the  happi- 
ness  with  which  it  has  so  long  been  flivori!,].  Th.'  prospects  of  the  In 

ai^  fb^m.  yyil::!  ''  preset  time  than  at 

long  enjoyed  by  the  inmates  of  the 
1 titution,  Irom  disease  and  death,  _ demands  ouV  deepest  gratitude! 
ng  lu‘  (earful  ravages  of  the  terrible  pestilence  which  has  reneated- 

ksl  trsed  the  p imc-struck  survivors,  the  inmates  of  this  Institution’have 

iTZoi'  ZZ-  Zr  h-m  lyst 

tl.e  time  of  thradmiiyr  ’ 

The  hygienic  regulations  of  the  Institution  are  iudicious-  the  food  of 
puin  sis  simple  varied,  and  nutricious;  the  rcinm  i ™;diy  wj 

’Sy  to;  thopupLil^oy^ 

are  ev>r  ^ '<iriedmid  agreeable  employment  for  mind  and  bodv  thc', 


- > ) .1  ny  <ni^  til 


at  any  tune  they  sutler  from  sickness,  thev  are 

itorh.  !ind  Pfinwl  i.1. , i .1  ..  ••  ' 


^ report  from  blind  asylum. 

privileges.  A class  more  cheerful,  coatonted,  kind,  obedient  and  con-  , 

ESs  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  Unintentional  vio.aUons  of  the  , 

re<^ulations  of  the  Institution  rarely  occur;  an  instance  of  willlul  diso-  , 
ht>'(lipnce  during  the  last  year,  is  not  recollected.  , 

The  intellectual  improvement  of  the  pupils  h is  no  ^ “J®  ‘ , 

rinir  the  last  two  years  as  formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  nccccsi^ry  ^ 
transfer  of  alargeVrtof  the  time  and  attention  ot  ' 

from  the  supervision  and  instruction  of  the  school,  to  the  new  e 
In  iTourse  rf  erlction  at  the  distance  of  three  iniles  from  the  ormer  , 

°whicVtIiVs‘'inS^^^^^  tht\rnttf°the  iLtitution  rendered  ncces.  , 

l)M»  constant  and  unintcr- 

Xerintend  J ,f  the  school,  in  *>' P^TtW  n^r  i 

a 1“-  i 

fomrf.  In  the  intclicctnal  dopartaent  of  ‘'f  : 

**'‘1  Iho  ilicd  depailnient,Mr.Smith Conti, mos  U,  give  entire  satis-, 
Ji  „ II™  l“gS,  for  three  hoes  daiiy.  in  the  Instilnhon.and  , e-^ 
faction,  lie  1 g n , ^ instruction  of  seeing  pupils  111  the  eitj  .1 

Shes  sSking  evidence  of  the  importance  ot  musical  education  lothcl 
® The  fcv.  Iinpils.  who  tave  been  employed  in  the  m<«hani«l  d 

me^!^are7o«^^;and,he.monn.of  norh  don.  h.^^ 


epart-1 


18531 


To  value  of  monuf.ctured  anicle.  on  hand  Decembj^  1.  IKS.  - 

::iro.”Ut"rfir/ir  DerLTi!:  .s-y..  - .sss. 

To  wage,  of  foreman  and  other  workmen,  mime  tvmt, 

By  valueof  .tockonhandDeecniber  3l.  lS54.  - ; ; 

e;  i;,r 

Balance  again.l  department,  • • ' ' 

Amount  of  .ales  in  1854,  • , _ ' .ocj 

Amount  expended  in  material,  .nd  wage.  lbo4, 

Ca.h  on  hand  December  31,  lP5iv  • • ‘ ' 


[ 63  3F 
677  1« 

611  act 

46-3  80 


-I 


* 356  39 
65  00 
1 ,131  30 


1,844  s;, 


1 ,544  5!. 

399  91 

1,193  3d 
1,104  o: 
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Statcmait  of  business  of  tvorl:  department  from  January  1,  1855,  to  Decen 

Ar;- ;H,  1855; 


To  value  of  stock  on  hand  January  !,  1855, 
To  coat  of  materials  iu  1855, 

To  wages  of  foreman  io  1855, 


By  value  of  stock  on  hand  December  31,.  1855. 
By  sales  lu  1855, 


Balance  in  favor  of  work  department, 

Amount  of  sales  in  1855,  .... 

Amount  expended  iu  materials  and  wages  1855^ 

Add  cash  on  hand  December  31,  1854, 

Cash  on  hand  December  31 , 1855,  - 


$234  49 
495  08 


29 

1!I''| 

90 

11)2 

00 

G54 

19 

729 

57 

75 

1 <30 

495 

08 

297 

90 

197 

18 

19 

.10 

$216 

43 

XU.;  tua.mo  ui  tnu  iii^ubuiion  UFO  uue  to  tlic  proprietors  of  the 
Louisville  Journal,  Louisville  Courier,  Louisville  Times,  Pri'sbyterian 
Herald,  Western  Recorder,  and  Kentucky  Yeoman,  and  to  Mrs.  C.  F 
kord,  J.  W.  Henning,  Esq.,  and  the  ladies  of  the  Christian  Church, 
under  the  care  of  Rev.  D.  P.  Henderson,  for  their  highly  valued  iavora 
to  the  pupils. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  note-worthy  events  in  the  history 
ol  the  Institution  during  the  la,st  two  years,  is  the  removal  of  the  Blind 
school,  on  the  8th  d ly  of  October Ta.st,  to  the  new  edifice,  erected  for 
its  accommodation  by  the  authority  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Siate  ol  Kentucky.  It  allbrds  the  Board  gratification  to  report  that 
such  jearts  ol  the  building  arc  completed  as  justified  the  removal,  and 
that  so  far  as  completed,  the  building  fulfills  the  highest  anticir.ations 
ot  the  Board  and  all  connected  with  the  Institution;  and,  already,  even 
in  Its  present  unfinished  condition,  furnishes  to  the  .chool  accommoda- 
tions lar  superior  to  any  heretofore  enjoyed  by  it.  The  edifice,  in  all 
I s parts,  IS  remarkably  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  wa.s 
e'sigiied,  and  commands  the  admiration  and  approval  of  all  comp  dent 
persons  who  have  carefully  e.xamined  it.  The  pi  m seems  as  perfek  a.s 
human  mgeruiity,  with  a proper  regard  to  wonoiny,  could  make  it. 
creeled  at  lar  less  cost  than  tho  buildings  lor  similar  Institutions  in 
some  othci  states  of  the  Lnion,  it  will  be,  when  completed,  iinsnriias.s- 
M,  If  not  iineqiialed,  by  any,  in  tho  perfection  of  the  plan,  its  adapta- 
non  to  the  wants  of  the  Institution,  the  quality  of  the  work  and  m i to- 
ft s,  tile  harmony  ol  its  proportions,  and  the  simple  beauty  of  the  in- 
icnor  and  exterior. 

Soon  after  the  eonllagr ition,  in  the  year  18r»l,hy  which  the  former 
' I ( mg  of  the  Institution  was  destroyed,  the  i..egislature  of  Kentucky 
uin-ctcd  that  the  lot,  previously  oeoiq.ied  by  .-aid  building,  should  ho 
i ( , and  aiipointed  a Board  of  Commissiouers  to  select  a nuiili  larger 
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and  move  suitable  lot  for  the  permanent  location  of  the  Institution,  and  ( 

to  lay  before  the  Governor  of  the  State  plans  of  such  a building  as  was  i 

necccssary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school.  In  accordance  with  i 

this  liberal  act,  a most  desimble  and  beautiful  lot  of  ten  acres,  near  the  it 

eastern  boundary  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  was  selected  by  the  Com-  r 

missioners,  approved  by  the  Governor,  and,  by  his  order,  purchased  by  < 

the  Trustees,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky.  Inac-  ^ 

cordauce  with  the  jirovisions  of  the  same  act,  well-matured  plans  ol  a 
building  were  presented  by  the  Commissioners,  and  approved  by  the 
Governor,  wlio  directed  the  building  to  be  erected  upon  the  albresaid  lot.  < 
Although,  by  this  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Trustees  were  re- 
lieved from  all  rcspon.sibility  with  regard  to  the  selection  of  the  lot  and 
the  adoption  of  the  jtlan,  they  carefully  examined  both,  and  gave  to 
both  their  unqualified  and  unanimous  approval.  To  enable  the  Trustees 
to  purchase  the  lot  and  commence  the  erection  of  the  building,  the  Le- 
gislature made  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  the  year 
IS52;  and,  at  the  session  of  18-53-4,  an  additional  appropriation  of 
twentj'-five  thousand  dollars  was  made  to  en.able  them  to  proceed  with 
the  work.  With  those  sums  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  ol  the  lot  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  Institution,  and  a small  sum  received  on  account 
of  insurance,  the  land  has  been  purchased,  the  edifice  erected,  inclo.scd, 
and  so  much  of  the  interior  completed  as  is  nccccssary  to  accommodate 
a school  of  moder  ite  size.  Since  the  removal  of  the  school  to  the  new 
building,  the  number  of  applicants  has  largely  inci’ca.sed,  of  whoineler'- 
en  have  already  been  admitted,  and,  in  the  ensuing  spring,  the  number 
will  undoubtedly  greatly  exceed  the  means  of  accommodation  alVoreled 
by  the  building  in  its  present  unfinished  condition.  In  order,  thcretore, 
to  enable  the  Institution  to  receive  all  the  unfortunate  blind  wlio  may 
desire  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges,  it  is  the  duty  ol  the  Loard 
of  Vi.sitors  to  solicit  an  appropri \tion  to  complete,  in  wliole  or  in  fi^rt, 
the  unfinished  portions  of  the  building.  To  complete  the  entire  edifice, 
erect  the  necessary  outbuildings,  and  graile  and  otherwise  improve  the 
grounds,  we  believe,  from  relialilo  estimates,  that  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars will  be  sufficient;  provided,  wo  continue  to  wann  the  building  by 
m ans  of  stoves,  as  at  present,  instead  of  the  more  expensive,  but  safer 
and  mrre  healthy  hot  water  or  steam  appamtus,  as  originally  intended. 

It  is,  however,  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Loard  ot  ^ isitors,  that^  the 
members  of  the  Gcnenil  Asstnnbly,  in  person,  or  by  a committee  irom 
each  branch  thereof,  will  visit  the  Institutioir.  and  inspect  it,  and  lorm  t 
their  own  judgment  as  to  the  building,  the  eharaeler  ol  the  work,  and  I 
the  amount  required  for  the  (xnnpletion  of  it.  The  Trustees  and  8u-  I 
perintendent  will,  with  the  greatest  cheerrulness,  allbrd  every  lacility  t 
for  examining  the  building  and  all  de]>artments  ol  the  Institution,  to  I 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  any  committee,  appointed  for  that  I 
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piirposo.  A pfT.sonal  inspootion  of  tlio  Poliool  will  so  fully  dcinonstratn 
tlio  valiio  of  tlio  Institution,  tlio  claims  of  the  llliml,  and  the  necessity 
ot  educating  them,  that,  on  that  account,  if  for  no  other  re  ason,  we 
would  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  the  appointment  of  a commit- 
tee of  visitation. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  will  visit  the  capital  of  the 
State,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  with  several  of 
his  pupils,  and  give  an  exhibition  of  their  attainments,  before  the 
(Tcneral  As.sembly,  in  case  the  members  desire  it. 

fhe  Trustee.s,  during  the  last  two  years,  have  continued  to  entrust 
the  m inagement  ol  the  building  operations  to  the  same  committee 
that  so  siti.slactorily  commenced  the  work,  as  stati'd  in  our  last  Report 
to  the  General  Assembly.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Institution, 
who  is  a member  of  the  Ruiiding  Committee,  has  given  his  personal 
attention  to  all  parts  ol  the  work,  and  has  had  the  supi'rvi.^ion  and  di- 
rection ot  all  the  workmen,  the  purchase  of  materials,  &c.  Ry  this 
arrangement,  the  Trustees  have  secui’cd  the  constant  attention  of  a 
competent  person,  who  is,  at  all  time.s,  responsible  to  the  Hoard  and  the 
State  for  the  taithful  conduct  of  the  work.  The  Building  Committee 
have  di.scharg(^d  their  ros[)onsible  duties  with  remarkable  ability  and 
fidelity. 

The  building  fund,  entriLsted  to  the  Board  during  the  last  two  years, 
has  been  as  follows: 


Balance  on  lianii  at  date  of  last  Report, J ]d5  a.'i 

IVom  State  Treasurer  in  IP-Sd, 20,000  00 

From  State  Treasurer  in  1S.'>5, ojoOO  00 

Fn)m  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad, fiOO  00 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  old  brick, 3;i9  7fi 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  old  railroad  iron, ] ,048  S.'i 


n . , $ 27,1.04  00 

F.xpended  upon  tlic  new  Building,  ground,  &o., 27,788  05 


Balance  due  Building  committee, ...  j 653  99 


lor  a detailed  .statement  of  the  building  operations,  the  prc.sont  con- 
dition ot  the  Building,  the  cost  of  the  various  kinds  of  work,  kc.,  we 
respectfully  refer  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  accom- 
panying Report  ot  the  Building  Committee,  which  has  botm  unani- 
imously  approved  by  this  Board.  Wo  have  carefully  examined  the 
accounts  oi  the  Building  Committee,  and  found  them  entirely  coiTcct. 
the  vouchers  for  all  money  expended  in  the  building,  are  dejiositcd 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution,  John  Milton,  Iv^q.,  Citshier  of  the 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  and  are  at  all  times  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  o[ien  to  the  inspection  of  any  Legisla- 
tive Committee. 

'I  he  number  of  pupils  during  the  session  of  1S54,  wa.s  thirty — four- 
teen males,  and  sixteen  females.  The  number  in  the  session  of  1855, 
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has  been  thirty-ei<;bt — twelve  males,  and  twenty-si.K  females.  Since  I 
the  last  Report  was  presented,  nineteen  new  pupils  have  been  admitted  | 
into  the  Institution — light  males  and  eleven  fern  lies;  of  whom,  eleven  | 
have  entered  since  the  removal  of  the  school  to  the  new  Building,  j 
Two  have  received  diplomas,  si.x  have  been  dismissed,  without  having  j 
passed  entirely  through  the  prescribed  cour.se  of  study,  and  for  one,  i 
an  orphan,  whose  vision  had  so  greatly  improved  in  the  Institution  as  ; 
to  enable  her  to  read  in  books  printed  in  the  ordinary  manner,  a plear  i 
sant  home  was  secured  in  the  country.  The  number  of  the  blind,  con-  i 
nected  with  the  Institution,  at  the  present  time,  is  thirty-eight.  All  | 
the  pupils  e.xcept  one  arc  inbabitauts  of  the  S'^ate  of  Kentucky.  j 

The  number  of  pupils  the  last  two  years,  has  been  about  as  large  as  I 
could  be  conveniently  accommodated  in  the  University  Building,  occu-  I 
pied  by  the  school  during  the  last  four  years;  and  the  Superintendent  has  i 
been  prevented  by  this  cause,  as  well  as  by  the  semtiness  of  the  funds  I 
of  the  Institution,  from  making  any  extraordinary  efforts  to  increase  i 
the  number.  As  soon  as  the  unfinished  portions  of  the  new  Building,  j 
or  any  considerable  part  thereof,  shall  be  completed,  the  school  will  be  1 
greatly  enlarged.  The  e.xperience  of  this  and  similar  Institutions  ful-  t 
ly  proves  the  importance  of  visiting  the  Blind  in  their  d irk  and  cheer-  i 
less  homes,  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  to  make  known  to  them  the  inesti-  i 
mable  privileges  th  it  have  been  opened  to  them  by  the  wisdom  and  i 
munificence  of  the  Legislature;  to  convince  them  of  the  importance  ( 
of  availing  themselves  of  those  privileges;  to  remove  incredulity  on  i 
the  part  of  parents,  as  to  the  practicability  and  necessity  of  educating  : 
their  blind  children;  to  overcome  their  reluctance  to  entrust  to  the  I 
care  of  others  their  afflicted,  and,  on  that  account,  most  tenderly  loved  i 
children;  and  sometime.s,  though  less  frequently,  to  overcome  unwil-  i 
lingness  on  the  part  of  the  blind  themselves,  to  leave  their  homes  for  i 
the  advantages  offered  to  them  in  the  Institution.  Without  efl'orts  of 
this  kind,  a m ijority  of  the  blind  will  probably  never  apply  lor  admis-  ( 
sion  into  school  until  the  spring-time  of  their  life  has  entirely  passed,  i 
Theollicers  of  all  the  older  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  including  those  ■ 
th  it  have  been  in  existence  nearly  a quarter  of  a century,  find  it  neces-  i 
sary  to  travel  repeatedly  with  some  of  their  pupils  in  their  respective  ' 
States;  and  the  more  recently  established  schools  in  the  Western  : 
States,  whore  the  blessings  of  common  school  education  arc  not  so 
generally  diffused,  find  the  necessity  of  such  tours  still  griater.  fi  he  . 
Superintendent  hopes,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  visit,  with  i 
one  or  more  pupils,  many  of  those  counties  not  heretofore  visit- 1 
cd,  that  the  friends  of  the  Blind  and  the  people  generally  may  bo  eye- 1 
witnesses  of  the  capabilities  of  the  Blind  under  appropriate  unans  of 
instruction,  and  of  the  remarkable  attainments  in  Literature,  ^liLsic,  i 
and  the  Mechanic  Arts,  which,  under  the  fostering  c.are  ol  the  Slate, < 
they  have  been  enabled  to  make. 
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The  lack  of  information  in  many  parts  of  Kentucky,  respecting  the 
ichaiHcter,  objects,  and  even  the  existence  of  a benevolent  Institution 
(of  the  State,  that  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  has  been  freely  dispens- 
ing its  inestimable  blessings  to  the  unfortunate  Blind  of  the  State,  is 
rtruly  wonderful.  The  ignorance  in  regard  to  the  capabilities  of  the 
iBlind,  is  hardly  less  surprising.  Among  a score  of  blind  persons  vis- 
ited in  Kentucky,  few  had  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the 
'School  for  the  Blind,  and  hardly  one  had  a correct  idea  of  its  charac- 
;ter  and  the  terms  upon  which  pupils  are  admitted.  Many  of  the  Blind 
of  Kentucky  are  deterred  from  a[)plyiug  lor  admission,  by  the  belief  that 
;tbey  will  not  be  received,  unless  they  pay  for  their  board  and  tuition; 
(and  a still  larger  number,  by  the  erroneous  impression  that  none  but 
:those  totalln  blind  are  admissible. 

I The  Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Superintendent  have,  in  all  proper 
Nways,  endeavored  to  make  known  to  all  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  the 
henlightened  and  libcr.d  policy  of  the  S "ate  in  opening  the  Institution 
fifreely,  not  only  to  those  who  axu  totalln  blind,  but  also  to  such  as  are  dis- 
::qaalifiod,  by  defective  vision,  from  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  schools 
(established  for  the  seeing. 

To  enable  the  officers  of  the  Institution  more  readily  to  reach  the 
I Blind  in  their  secluded  homes,  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  on  the  9th 
(day  of  January,  1852,  passed  the  following  “Ac/  in  relation  to  the 
■ Blind  children  of  Kentuelnj:  Be  it  enacted  by  the.  General  Assembly  of 
'.the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  That  from  and  after  the  present  year, 
Ilf/  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  tar,  in  each  county  in  this 
• Commonwealth,  to  ascertain  and  return  on  the  hack  of  their  books,  respec- 
t.  lively,  the  names  and  ayes  of  all  blind  children,  under  tioenty  years  of 
age,  in  their  respective  counties,  together  with  the  name  of  the  Post  Office 
I nearest  to  the  residence  of  each." 

Were  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners,  as  defined  in  the  foregoing 
Act,  strictly  performed  from  year  to  year,  the  labor  and  expen.se  of 
iiasce'rtuning  the  residences  of  the  blind  and  purblind  children  of  the 
t State,  would  be  very  greatly  lessened;  and  many  of  the  unfortunate 
I beings,  now  sitting  in  cheerless  idleness  and  hopeless  dependence,  might, 

' ere  this  time,  have  been  gladdened  by  the  pure  and  ennobling  joys  of 
I knowledge  and  the  hope  of  being  jtrep  ired  for  lives  of  industry  and 
honor  ible  independence.  If,  among  the  legal  duties  of  the  Commission- 
I ers,  any  may  be  lightly  regarded  or  carelessly  disregarded,  it  would 
' Ci;rtaiidy  seem  that  those  duties,  prescribed  by  the  benevolence  of  the 
' General  As.somby,  which  involve  the  life-long  happine.ss  of  the  unfor- 
tunate and  hcl[iless  blind  children  and  youth  of  the  State,  are  not  the 
first  to  be  thus  lightly  esteemed.  And  yet  wo  are  pained  to  know 
that  after  the  General  Assembly  has  repcaUHlly  enacted  laws  making  it 
obligatory  upon  the  Commissioners  to  return  the  names  and  ages  of 
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the  blind  in  their  respective  counties,  in  many  parts  of  the  State  not 
one  in  twenty  of  the  blind  are  reported,  while  in  many  other  countieB,i 
the  duties  of  the  Coinmis.sioners  in  regard  to  the  Blind,  are  altogetheii 
disregarded. 

The  returns  of  the  Marshals  of  the  United  States,  with  regard  tej 
Uie  Blind,  though  not  perfect,  prove  to  be  much  more  reliable  thai, 
those  of  the  county  Commissioners.  From  the  census  of  the  United 
Sfcites  and  the  statistics,  collected  by  the  Superintendent,  during  tb; 
last  fifteen  years,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  number  of  blind  persons  iij 
Kentucky  is  more  than  six  hundred.  Of  these  probably  not  less  thai; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  are  of  suitable  age  to  be  admitted  into  the  In 
Btitution  as  pupils.  For  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  educatioi) 
of  all  these  alllicted  children  of  the  State,  of  whom  most  are  in  indii 
gent  circumstances,  and  many  are  penniless  orphans,  with  none  to  car| 
for  or  guide  them  in  their  darkness,  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  a wisi 
and  liberal  policy,  worthy  of  her  name,  has  determined  to  make  ampl| 
provision.  In  pursuance  of  this  praiseworthy  determination,  she  haj 
erected  an  edifice  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  all;  and,  by  Legisf 
lative  enactment,  directed  that  its  doors  shall  be  opened  to  all  who  aij 
worthy  of  admission,  without  regard  to  their  pecuniary  circumstance 
The  poor  are  no  longer  humiliated  by  being  required  to  present  proo: 
of  their  poverty  as  a pre-requisite  to  the  reception  of  their  children,  an 
the  children  of  the  wealthy  are  admitted,  upon  the  same  tei-ms,  to  th 
«ame  privileges.  All  the  blind  children  of  Kentucky  are  admissiK 
as  beneficiaries  of  the  State.  The  only  qualifications  for  admi&sic 
are  unblemished  character,  suitable  age,  fair  mental  capacity,  and  ire 
dom  from  ollensive  and  infectious  diseases.  Here  are  no  invidioi 
distinctions.  Side  by  side,  at  the  same  table,  with  their  teachers  ar- 
partaking  of  the  same  food,  sit  the  children  of  poverty  and  the  chiidri 
of  opulence,  equally  blessed  in  being  permitted,  by  the  mumliccnce 
the  State,  to  drink  at  the  same  fountains  of  knowledge.  i 

While  we  congratulate  the  State  upon  the  continued  prospenty  ai| 
advancement  of  the  Institution,  w-e  cannot  fully  discharge  our  dm 
without  m iking  known  to  the  General  Assembly  the  urgent  wants  ( 
the  School,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  m the  hands  ol  t( 
Board  of  Visitors  to  meet  those  wants,  especially  while  the  presef 
high  prices  of  provisions  continue.  The  usefulness  ol  the  School  ai) 
the  progress  of  the  pupils  have  been  seriously  rclardcd  lor  years 
the  want  of  an  organ,  pianos,  books,  maps,  globes,  and  other  sclu 
apparatus,  and  furniture  for  the  school  rooms,  dormitorms,  and  ott: 
part,s  of  the  house.  By  act  of  the  L('gi.slaturc,  the  Tru.rtccs  we 
authorised  to  purchase  a small  organ  in  the  year  1818,  but  it  unmr. 
nately  was  consumed  in  the  .'■ame  lire  that  destroyed  the  un  i m,., 
the  Institution  in  1 851.  Since  that  time  wo  have  never  had  the  nuiU 
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10  piirclriso  another  or;; in.  This  want  wo  have  di'eply  regretted;  an 
orgin  lieing  liighly  ncee-ssary  in  a .seliool  for  the  lilind.  as  by  the’iLse 
III  It  111  my  of  the  pupils  may  qualify  themsdves  for  situations  as 
urgamst.s  in  ehurches,  and  thiweby  secure  an  honorable  and  independent 
upport.  l!y  the  s une  fire  the  In.stitiition  lost  one  piano,  and  another 
ris  nearly  ruiiK'd.  .Sevenil  new  pianos  are  immediately  needed  for 
-he  use  of  a eonsidenible  number  of  the  pupils,  who,  with  commendable 
ii(lu.sti\,are  qualilying  themselves  for  independent  support  as  iiianists 
kad  teach(>rs  of  music.  All  the  misod  m ips,  except  one,  have  been,  by 
tie  iong  continued  fingering  of  the  pupils,  rendered  totally  unfit  for 
je.  01  astronomical  and  philosophical  apparatus  and  globes,  the  ln- 
Ititution  ha.s  ever  been  entindy  destitute.  The  Library  of  the  Institu- 
lon  has  ever  been  very  small  and  entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of 
tiebchool.  A consider  ible  part  of  the  school  and  household  furni- 
iire  was  lost  by  the  fire,  and  we  have  been  able  to  replace  only  a very 
ina I part  ol  it.  Without  a supply  of  beds,  tables,  chairs  and  other 
nicies  ol  furniture,  it  will  be  inqios.sibie  to  accomniod  itc  any  of  the 
liiid  who  are  now  anxiously  waiting  for  liivorable  replii-s  to  their  ap. 
aications  for  admi.ssion  into  the  Institution.  Since  the'  removal  of  the 
ichool  from  the  city  to  the  new  location,  a pair  of  lior.<es  and  a car 
nve  been  needed  to  convey  the  pupils  to  the  churches  of  their  choice 
1 the  city;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  funds,  the  purchase  of 
CKOS  .\:c,  has  been  postiioned,  and  a temporary  arrangement  has  been 
to  convey  the  pupils  to  the  city  once  every  Siimlay. 
ill  addition  to  all  these  pressing  wants  we  regret  to  bo  under  the  nc- 
‘“^sity  of  adding  another  still  more  imperative— the  want  of  teachers. 

> order  to  confine  the  expcn.ses  of  the  Institution  within  its  income, 

■ liaye  been  compelled  to  dispense  with  the  sen-ices  of  teachers, 
rnneny  em[iIoyed,  and  to  ri'duco  the  hard-earned  .sa'aries  of  other  ofli- 
'ly-  Ih.'  necessity. of  reducing  the  riumber  of  teachers,  diirino-  the 
"t  two  years,  when  the  intere.sts  of  the  Institution  and  the  State  re- 
■nred  the  Superintendent  to  devote  a large  part  of  his  time  and  atten- 
' n to  the  new  Liiilding,  and  thus  deprived  the  School  of  his  constant 
Tervision,  and,  to  a great  extent,  of  his  services  as  ti  acher  of  several 
accustomed  to  instruct  in  the  earlier  years  of  the 
111  ion,  has  been  seriously  felt  and  constantly  regretted  by  the 
ihr  ^**anocted  with  the  Institution.  But  without  incurring  a 

'1  lu  h VC  had  not  the  m 'ans  to  meet  there  was  no  alternative, 
n consequence  of  the  most  rigid  economy  we  are  able  to  report  that 
in.seT  entirely  free  from  debt  on  account  of  cumuit  ox- 

‘ Hie  receipts  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  cnrnmt  expen- 

idim,  I'r  one  month,  commeneing  December  1,  18o3,  and 

'""ng  Docember  31,  IS-m,  have  been  as  follows: 
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Allowince  tor  bcDeaciaries  for  last  quarter  in  1853, 

Annual  appropriation,  1854,  - - - - ' _ 

ftllowanoc  for  beneficiaries,  1854,  - - - 

AImual  appropriation,  18j5,  - 

Allonancc  for  beneficiaries,  1855,  - - - 

Rul-ince  of  rent  from  J.  McLam, 

From  board  and  tuition  of  pupil  from  Texas,  one  Qw^rter, 
For  board  and  tuition  of  pupil  from  Mississippi,  one  jear. 
Balance  in  treasury  at  date  of  last  report. 


$731  161 1 

3.000  00{. 
3,075  85|: 

3.000  OCl 
2,911  6i|' 

15  0(1 
30  00: 
120  Oli! 
38  21. 


12,321  8' 


The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution  have  been  for 
SSlaries  of  officers  for  six  months  ending  December  31,  1853, 

montliending  December  31. 

Wages  of  servants,  one  month  ending  December  31,  1853, 
Salaries  of  officers  for  year  1854, 

Salary  of  physician  1854,  -***__ 

Salary  of  officers  1855, 

Salary  of  physician  1855,  - - * ‘ _ 

Wages  of  servants  1854, 

ftovWon^3,"'Krocericsl  and  medicines  for  twenty-five  months 

ending  December  31,  1855,  * ■ * * 

Coal  in  1854  and  

Wood  in  1854  and  1855,  - - 

Insurance  $100,  Lumber  $26  55,  - 

Expenses  of  exhibition  and  traveling, 

Books,  maps,  &c., [ _ ^ _ 

Piano  and  stools,  - - ■ * " 

R:4fo7thop'?rom'‘Decembcr  T,  185^  to  Octob;r  1, 1855,'  - 

Expenses  of  removing  to  new  building. 


$1,337  50 
75  00 


146  89 
51  70 
2.425  00 
150  00 
2,185  00 
150  00 
531  G9 
574  97 


3,306  68 
543  4G 
236  75 
126  55 
83  75 
177  43 
316  00 
212  84 
250  00 
39  00 


12,920  ! 


Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer. 


$1 


But  while,  by  the  practice  of  the  ^Wctest  economy,  un^mUelcd  : 
any  State  Institution  of  which  we  have  any  knowletigo,  we  able 
Sc  the  foregoing  report,  we  do  not  for  a moment  be  leve  that  ar 
enlightened  membi  of  the  General  Assembly  will  'vdlmg 
interesting  and  noble  State  Institution,  which  is  ^ m.  ^ 

priceless  benefits  upon  the  unlortunate,  shall  longei  bo  deprived  ol  t 
means  necessary  to  its  fullest  usefulness  and  success.  ! 

We  do  not,  however,  recommend  a special  appropriation  . 

these  urgent  wants  of  tho  Institution.  Wc  merely  J : 

the  same  sum  now  allowed  by  the  State  for  the  ° 

of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  may  be  allowed  tor  the  suppoit  a, 
education  of  the  Blind  pupils  in  this  Institution. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  tormerly  allowed  to  !* 

Dumb  Asylum  and  to  the  Institution  for  tho  Education  d the  Bln  | 
oue  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum  lor  every  ^^ate  pinn 
an  act  of  the  Gener.il  Assembly,  approved  Jamiaiy  - , 1 - , 

uual  allowance  for  the  support  of  the  pupils  ^ 

Asylum,  was  “increased  to  one  hundred  and  fo)  y ‘ ‘ '••i voi  f 

pupiil."  No  corresponding  allowance  has  yet  been  m.ide  ^ 
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..he  r.Iiiul.  Moreover,  an  annu  il  appropriation  is  made  by  (be  State 
ko  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  to  clothe  its  indif>:ent  pupils;  but  no 
.amilar  appropriation  has  ever  been  made  to  this  I nstitution  to  clothe 
»ts  indigent  blind  pupils;  many  of  whom  h ive  been  entirely  depend- 
Knt  upon  the  Superintendent  and  a few  other  benevolent  individuals 
Tor  the  means  to  procure  necessary  clothing,  during  all  the  years  of 

i heir  connection  with  the  Institution.  ^ 

Ihe  Boanl  o(  Visitors,  therefore,  respectfully  solicit  the  same  annual 
illowance  for  (ho  Blind,  that  has  been  lor  years  so  generously  granted 
*otho  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum.  We  also  solicit  a small  annual  ap- 
uropriation  to  enable  the  Institution  to  procure  clothing  for  those  pupils 
lhat  are  destitute  of  fnends  and  pecuniary  means.  When  these  two 
recommendations  of  the  Board  shdl  be  adopted  by  the  Genend  As- 
»embly,  the  Institution  for  the  Edination  of  the  Blind  will  be,  so  (ar 
»3  support  from  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  concerned,  placed  upon  the 
name  footing  as  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educition  of  the  Blind  has  pecu- 
sar  claims  upon  the  State,  possessed,  perhaps,  to  (he  same  e.xtent  by 
•0  other  cdurational  Institution  within  its  borders.  It  is  strictly  a Slate 
institution;  established  lor  the  benefit  of  an  alllicted  cia.ss,  whose  condi- 
won  makes  a more  adecting  appi  al  to  the  sympathies  of  the  benevolent 
itian  any  other.  The  Institution  was  called  into  existence  by  the  Leg- 
I Mure  of  Kentucky;  its  Trustees  are  appointed  by  the  State  au- 
norities;  its  buildings, grounds,  furniture,  books,  and  everything  belono-- 
ng  to  it,  are  the  projierty  of  the  State;  and  it  is,  in  the  language  of  the 
ct  which  created  it,  “in  all  things  and  at  all  times  subject  to  the  control 
r the  Legislature;”  and  with  the  exception  of  the  support  nceived 
Tom  the  benevolent  citizens  of  Louisville  during  the  first  year  of  it.s 
Kistenco,  and  the  occasional  aid,  in  pressing  emergencies,  which  thd 
itizens  of  that  city,  when  solicited,  have  never  refused,  the  Institu- 
'on  necessarily  depends  solely  upon  the  Lr^gis.ature  for  support.. 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  received  originally  from  the  Congress 
1 the  United  States,  a liberal  endowment,  from  which  it  has  denved, 
■om  year  to  year,  a consider  ible  income,  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
ous  so  liberally  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  education  of  the  Blind  is  attendo  I 
:ith  far  greater  expense  than  the  education  of  any  class  of  neeivg  per- 
»n.^  All  the  arrangements  of  society,  including  the  printing  of 
•xiks,  the  construction  of  maps,  and  all  kinds  of  apparatus  for  eiiuca- 
onai  purposes,  have  ever  been,  until  within  the  last  few  vtars,  adapted 
' Persons  with  eije.n,  without  any  regard  to  the  Blind'.  The  art  of 
noting  for  the  seeing,  and  other  kindred  arts  have  consequently  at- 
iiBed  to  great  perfection;  and  tho  products  of  these  arts  areatfonied 
Very  low  .pirices.  Book.s,  maps,  olrerts,  &c.,  for  the  Blind,  on  tne 
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’contrary,  are  of  recent  origin;  and  on  account  ol  their  peculiar  con-i 

struction  and  the  limited  demand  for  them,  they  not  only  are  excced-j 

in'dy  expensive  now,  but  they  will  undoubtedly  ever  remain  so.  , 
"rhe  following  statement  will  convey  a clear  idea  ol  the  compara-j 
tive  expense  of  educating  the  Blind  and  any  other  class  of  seeing^ 

persons:  ■,  n , l i 

A Bible  for  any  seeing  person,  whether  a dcal-muto  or  not,  can  U(j 

purchased  for  thirti/  cents,  and  a slate,  for  a still  smaller  price.  A Bible] 
in  mised  letters  for  the  Blind,  printed  by  the  American  Bible  bocietyl 
and  therefore  the  very  cheapest  book  in  proportion  to  its  size,  eve] 
printed  for  the  Blind,  costs,  at  the  house  of  the  Society,  in  ^ew  \ork( 
tweniM  dollars;  and  the  expense  of  tiansporting  a single  copy  Irom 
New  York  to  Louisville,  is  never  less  than  two  or  three  dollai’s  mori) 
A slate  prepared  for  the  Blind  with  the  necessary  characters,  used  iij 
our  School,  costs  live  dollars.  A map,  suitable  for  any  seeing  pupU 
that  may  be  purchased  for  five  dollars,  will,  when  properly  adapted  t| 
the  wants  of  the  Blind,  cost  nearly  ten  times  that  sum.  Not  only  ar! 
hooks  for  the  Blind  very  expensive  at  first,  but  the  raised  lettew,  beiiii 
subiected  to  the  continual  pressure  of  the  pupils’  fingers,  soon  becona 
obliterated,  and  the  books  must  be  replaced  by  others.  Globes  thi 
Blind  are  also  very  expensive,  usually  costing  several  hundred  dollaS 
each.  The  other  apparatus  for  the  Blind  is  proportionally  expensiyj 
Moreover,  in  Schools  for  the  Blind,  organs,  pianos  and  other  expense 
musical  instruments  are  necessary,  as  niany  of  the  pupils  arc  qualilieij 
by  a knowledge  of  music,  to  secure  for  themselves  an  independent  aii| 
honorable  support,  who,  but  for  their  attainments  in  this  branch,  woui 
be  a burden  upon  the  community.  It  is  also  necessary  to  instruct  tl 
blind  pupils  in  various  mechanic  arts,  as  a means  of  support  to  man; 
and  as  a means  of  cultivating  the  physical  powers  of  all.  Ims, 
cour.se,  subjects  the  Institution  to  a large  expense  lor  mechanical  teac( 
ers,  foremen,  workshops,  tools,  materials,  &c.  Besides  the  Blind  obw 
ously  require  a larger  number  of  teachers  and  attendants  than  any  othi 

class  of  pupils.  , 

Nor  can  we  forbear  to  name  an  item  ol  expenditure  lor  which  pro] 
ably  no  public  Institution  in  the  world,  except  the  Kentucky  Institt 
tioti  for  the  Blind,  is  required  to  provide.  By  an  act  ol  the  Legisj 
turo  of  Kentucky,  in  1850,  honorable  alike  to  the  State  and  the  :igt 
the  olficers  of  this  Institution  are  authorised  to  present,  in  the  name  I 
the  Commonwealth,  to  every  graduate  of  the  Instiliition,  a copy  ol  tf 
entire  Billie  in  raised  letters  and  other  books,  amouiiting  in  yaliio  ( 
nearly  twenty-five  dollars.  To  make  this  donation  to  each  ol  the  p. 
pils  connected  with  the  Scdiool,  at  the  present  time,  will  subject  the  il 
stitutiou  to  an  expense  of  nearly  one  thousand  dollars,  io  meet  t 
expense  consequent  upon  the  passage  ol  the  aforesaid  Act,  no  8peo|i 
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rrovisioii  has  over  boon  made;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  lanRuarre  of 
he  law,  “it  IS  consulonsl  and  accounted  as  an  item  of  the  ordinary  cx- 
..ensos  (.1  tlic  Institution.”  The  provision  is  a most  noble  and  liberal 
-no.  and  has  ever  received  the  cordial  ajiiirobation  of  the  Hoard  of  Visi- 
•ors.  ^o  duly  of  the  Ollicers  of  the  Institution  is  more  cheeifullv 
..erlormed  than  that  ot  r-lacing  the  Holy  Scripture.s  in  the  hands  of 
Uie  Hhnd  gmduate.s,  to  enlighten  the  dark  paths  of  tlieir  earthly  nil- 
riinage.  No  act  ot  the  Gencml  Assembly  more  beautifully  illustrates 
flic  generosity  of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  nor  more  impressively 
Ihows  that  the  representatives  are  the  true  exponents  of  an  enli<rhten- 
■dand  liberal  people.  Still,  conformity  to  the  act  makes  a .sx^rious 
ratt  uixm  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution,  which  needs  to  be  nro- 
ided  lor.  * 


I IV hen  all  the  circurn.staiices  enumerated  above  are  taken  into  con- 
Icdcrahon,  themeinbci-s  of  the  General  A.ssembly  will  probably  be  sur- 
inscd  that  the  State  undertook  to  educate  the  Wind  at  so  mucli  less 
expense  than  has  been  found  necessary  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf 
iind  Dumb;  and  they  will  perhaps  doubt  the  practicability  of  properly 
ducatmg  the  former  class  on  the  terms  herein  iiroposeil.  NevcTthi 
rss,  with  the  addition  to  the  means  of  the  Institution,  herein  rtoom- 
mended,  and  the  completion  of  the  Building  alirady  erected  by  tho 
Hate  we  are  confident  that,  with  the  rigid  economy,  which  we  have  so 
cell  learned  to  practice,  during  the  Ibuiicen  years  of  the  existence  of 
me  School  we  shall  be  able,  iii  a few  years,  to  supply  all  those  wants 
I lat  ha\o  hitherto  so  seriously  retarded  its  iirogrcss,  greatly  increase  its 
«elulness  render  it  far  more  creditable  to  tho  noble  State  which  crea- 
-d  It,  iuid  make  it,  in  all  respects,  equal  to  the  oldc.st  and  most  pros- 
“rolls  Institutions  m the  land.  Respectfully  submitted. 

-EXTUCKY  IN.ST1TUTION  'kOK  THE  BlINI),  ) 

January  15,  1856.  ’ ( 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  \isitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
rT  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  January  15,  1856,  the  Ibregoing  Re- 
^rt  was  adopted  as  the  Twelfth  Report  of  the  Board  to  tho  General 
:-Ssembly  of  Kentucky. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary, 
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BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,  President. 
THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY, 
BLAND  BALLARD, 

WILLIAM  TANNER, 

ROBERT  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 


JOHN  MILTON,  Treasurer. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 
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OFP'ICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTON, 

director. 

THOMAS  DEBOE, 

teacher 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH, 

teacher  of  .music. 

-MRS.  MARY  H.  PARIS, 

-MATRON. 

WILLIAM  MARTIN, 

fore.man  in  mechanical  department. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT, 

physician. 
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CATALOGl'E  1)1'  PCPILS  POIl  THE  YEAR  1854. 


NAMIlS. 

Samuel  W.  Stiver.^, 
WiLi.iAM  Martin, 

John  Adams, 

Wceden  Black, 

Maltha  A-  Boyd, 

Mary  J.  Buckner, 
Benjamin  Calvert, 
Margaret  R.  Clark, 
Sarah  M.  Clark, 

Mary  Costello, 
Elizabeth  M.  Cox, 
Rachel  M.  Davis, 
Ellen  Emmons, 

Mary  S.  Edwards,  - 
Lucv  J-  Edwards, 
Madison  J.  Garrison, 
Elizabeth  Henning,' 
Henry  L.  Kidd, 

Susan  H.  Krusor, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
William  L.  Moore, 
Philiii  T.  Patterson, 
rfhneon  Peyton, 
Rebecca  Rogers, 
Sarah  Robinson. 
Elizabeth  Shevals, 
James  Shevals, 
Robert  :\1.  Sliort, 
Mary  J . Saddler, 
Richard  S.  V aughan, 


RESlDENCt. 

Bourbon  county. 
Boyle  county. 
Garrard  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Paducah. 

Louisville. 

Boone  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Louisville. 

Trigg  county. 
Tayloraville. 
Louisville. 

Logan  county. 
Logan  county. 
Christian  county. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Lexington. 

Logan  county. 
Palestine,  Texas. 
Grayson  county. 
Lincoln  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Jefterson  county. 
Ilawcsville. 
Hawesville. 
Muhlenburg  county 
Jeft'erson  county. 
Bullitt  county. 


Rf:i'ORT  FROM  IJLl.M)  ASVI.L'M. 


10 


CATALOGUE  OK  PUPILS  I'OK  THE  YEAR  ISoO. 


NAMES. 

I Eliza  Allen, 
.Alexander  Booth, 
'.Martha  A Boyd, 

' .Mary  J.  Buckner, 
'-.Angelina  Clark, 
-Margaret  R-  Clark, 
tSarah  .M.  Clark, 
'.Mary  Cline, 

-Mary  Costello, 

I Rachel  .M.  Uavis, 
Frances  A.  Uupuy, 
Ellon  Emmons, 

. Mary  S.  Edwai-ds, 

I Lucy  J.  Edwards, 

1. Sarah  J.  Fitch, 

I Elizabeth  Henning, 
iSamucl  T.  Johnson, 
lllcnry  L.  Kidd, 

:Su8an  H.  Krusor. 
ICorolinc  .M.  Kouns, 
IReuben  .McClanahan, 
• Richard  Meade, 
tStewart  Morris, 
:Sidney  G.  Nance, 
IPhilip  T.  Patterson, 
t Milton  D.  Peters, 
t^irneon  Peyton, 

J Rebecca  Rogers, 
*^arah  Robinson, 
lEliiabeth  T.  Shcvals, 
iiames  Shevais, 
(Robert  M.  Short, 
(Mary  J.  Saddler, 
(Martha  Swope, 
•Chriitiana  Smith, 
Catherine  Salmon, 
(Richard  S.  Vaughan, 
IMarv  Williamfi. 


REStDENCE. 

Larue  county. 
Louisville. 
Paducah. 
Louisville. 
Edmonson  ciuuuv. 
.Mai*shall  eountv. 
.Marshall  county. 
Louisville. 
L'niisvilic. 

'I'.iylorsville. 

Henry  county. 
i.uui.ivlllo. 

Logan  county. 
Logan  county 
Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 
Lexington. 
Lexington 
Carter  eountv. 
Logan  county. 
Greenup  county. 
Frankfort. 

Paducuh. 

Grayson  county. 
.■\bcrdccn,  .Miss. 
Lincoln  county. 
Lexington. 

Jefferson  county. 
Hawosvillc. 
Ilawcsvillc. 
.Muhlcnburg  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Lagrange. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Bullitt  eountv. 
Greenup  county. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  .admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director  of  the 
Institution  ; but  no  person  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  years  of  ago. 
can  be  admitted  without  a special  vote  of  the  Board  of  visitors.  ^ 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must  j 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  freedom  from; 
all  oflensiveand  infectious  diseases;  and  mast  furnish  satisfactoiy  tes- 
timonials of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  state  the  name,  residence  and  post-office  ad- 
dress of  the  applicant;  the.  year,  month,  day  and  place  of  birth;  the 
names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  arc  living  ; at  what  age  and  by 
what  means  the  blindness  was  produced,  whether  it  is  total , and  t\  liether 
there  are  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family,  or  among 
their  relatives. 

Blind  children  resident  in  Kentucky  will  be  received  and  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  state.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements 
they  must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate  or  other  well  known 
respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

Pupils  must  come  provided  with  a full  supply  of  comfortable  cloth- 
ing, which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  be  renew- 
ed, from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Travelling  expenses  to  and 
from  the  Institution  must  be  paid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends.  ; 

The  annual  expcnse.s  for  paying  pupils,  ior  board  and  tuition,  wash- 
iag  and  music,  ai’e  one  hundred  dollars.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  the  In- ; 
Btitution  during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars  : 

is  made.  , 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  September 
and  closes  on  the  1 5th  day  of  July.  Pupils  should  be  present  at  the  ^ 
commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return  tc  > 
their  homes  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  KEN- 
TUCKY INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


To  th-c  Board  of  Visitarx  : 

The  Luilding  CominittPc  respectfully  present  the  following  report:— 
In  piosccuting  the  work  entrusted  to  uj  by  your  board,  we  have  strictly 
aohered  to  the  general  rules,  which  A\  e adopted  for  our  guidance  at  the 
time  of  our  appointment,  as  stated  in  our  former  report.  We  have  en- 
dcavmred  carelully  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  cxpeniliture  in  the  erection 
of  the  edifice,  to  procure  good  materials,  employ  the  best  workmen,  and 
ha,ve  all  parts  ol  the  work  executed  in  the  most  substantial  and  faith- 
ful manner. 

The  bricks  necessary  to  complete  the  building  were  furnished  by 
.Messrs.  McClelland  and  Pettit,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and  fiftveent'- 
per  thousand;  and  xvere  laid  by  Mr.  II.  T.  Iverlin.  at  four  dollars  per 
thousand.  The  windoxv  sills  and  o.aps  were,  set  bv  .Mcs.srs.  Vincent  and 
Struby.  .\11  the  lumber  w.ns  obtained  in  Louisville  and  its  vicinity,  ex- 
cept the  yellow  pine  flooring,  which  Mr.  Patton  procured,  in  peiWn. 
from  the  milks  in  the  state  ol  iMissis.sippi,  at  prices  twentv-five  percent, 
lower  than  an  inferior  article  would  have  cost  in  Kentucky.  Messr.-. 
liuinn  and  Buckner  made  the  window  sash  at  81  621  per  window  ; 
and  Messrs.  Epperson  and  Bre.c  made  the  doors,  in  a 'superior  man 
Her,  at  sixty  per  cent,  less  than  the  Louisville  bill  of  prices.  The  other 
carpenter  work  was  done  by  men  employed  bv  the  week,  under  the 
direct  superintendence  of  the  Building  Committee. 

Through  the  kindness  of  our  friends,  Messrs.  Ilegan  and  Escott,  and 
-lessrs.  \\  a.llacc,  Lithgow  & Co.,  we  obtained,  directly  from  the  man- 
ufactures, the  tin  for  the  root  and  the  glass  for  the  building,  at  pricc.s 
ver}'  much  lower  than  they  would  have  cost  in  Loui.sville.  'Messrs 
Green  and  Slealey  laid  the  tin  ; Messrs.  T.  Willi.ams  & Co.  executed 
Ar  ^ Mork,  and  Mr.  .1.  N.  Glover,  the  plastering.  Mr  W B 

Mahonc  furnished  the  banisters,  and  .Messr-s.  Dougherty  and  .TlcCork- 
hill,  the  other  turned  work  for  the  building.  Messrs.  ' Hickman  and 
1 larcus  painted  the  roof ; Mr.  W.  Bennett  primed  and  glazed  the  win- 
dows ; the  other  painting  was  done  by  men  employed  by  the  week 

Un  account  of  the  scantiness  of  the  funds  the  avoocI  work  has  as  yet 
receiA’ed  but  two  coats  of  paint;  and  parts  of  it  have  merely  been 
primed.  .\11  the  floors  have  been  deafened  by  pugging,  bv  Avhich  the 
building  IS  made  nearly  fire-proof.  ' ' ' 

All  the  contractors,  except  one  who  was  promptly  discharged  for  vi- 
olation of  his  contract,  have  executed  their  worTv  in  a manner  eatisfac- 
mry  to  the  committee 
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The  building  fund,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  been  derived  from  the 
following  sources  : 


Balance  in  hands  of  committee  at  date  of  last  reportj $143  93 

Cash  from  treasurer  of  Kentucky,  - - - 25,000  00 

Cash  from  L.  Ruffner for  old  iron,  • - 1,048  35 

Cash  from  Louisville  and  Portland  railroad, 600  00 

Cash  for  old  bricks, 339  76 


The  following  sums  have  been  expended  in  materials  for  buildin, 
same: 

Paid  McClelland  & Pettit,  bricks,  - 
Paid  H.  T.  Kerlin,  bricklaying,  - . . . 

Paid  J.  Foster  & Co.,  Btone-Bills  and  caps, 

Paid  Vincent  & Struby,  stone  setting. 

Paid  D.  Smith  & Son, lumber,  . . . . 

Paid  Laviellc  &.  Thornberry,  lumber. 

Paid  J.  Smith  Co.,  lumber, 

Paid  J.  N.  Breeden  & Co., lumber,  - - - - 

Paid  J.  Hite,  for  lumber, 

Paid  George  Rader  & Brother,  lumber,  - 
Paid  W.  Hillings  Co.,  lumber,  - - - . 

Paid  John  Graham,  lumber,  - - - . . 

Paid  Quinn  «So  Buckner,  making  sash, 

Paid  Epperson  &.Brcc,  making  doors, 

Paid  Wm.  Kennedy,  stairs, 

Paid  Dougherty  MoCorkhill,  turning,  - 

Paid  F.  Costigan,  services, 

Paid  Beaverson  & 5Iartin,  . . . . . 

Paid  Wallace  & Lithgow,  tin,  - . . . 

Paid  Green  Sc  Stcalev,  roofing,  - . . . 

Paid  Hickman  <Su  Marcus,  painting  roof,  - 
Paid  W.  Bonnet,  priming  and  glazing, 

Paid  Livingston,  Tilton  k Co.,  painting,  - 
Paid  Hegnn  &-  Escott,  glass,  ----- 
Paid  T.  Williams  & Co.,  gas  and  ivatcr  pipe,  - 
Paid  J.  N.  Glover,  plastering,  - 
Paid  W.  B.  Mahonc,  banisters,  . . - - 

Paid  J N.  Stickles,  tiooring. 

Paid  steamboat  Win.  Garvin,  flooring. 

Paid  steamboat  Tishomingo,  flooring, 

Paid  Eli  Gardner  and  others,  hauling,  - 
Paid  T.  Savage,  grading,  removing  rubbish,  5:c., 

Paid  P.  Hynes  and  other  laborers,  - • - - 

Paid  C.  Wohltman,  A:c.,  sundries,  . - - - 

Paid  Wohltman,  Humes,  &c.,  carpenters, 


Balance  due  building  committee. 


g,  and  work  ou 

$3,385  70 
4,394  80 
146  45 
297  40 
395  85 
1,2:10  19 
401  64 
648  35 
40  74 
1,287  24 
1,436  16 
:{7  62 
361  37 
:i36  50 
• 162  07 
191  5(1 

950  on 

20  no 

1,232  93 
381  20 
133  36 
270  80 

330  71 
522  59 
253  09 
.149  76 

110  90 

331  25 
2S2  00 
341  21 

21  00 
399  42 
367  50 

90  72 
5,846  03 


27,134  06 


1 . 


788  05 


653  99 


Of  .all  money  expended  in  the  onilding.  vve  have  kept,  accurate  ac- 
counts, sustained  by  explicit  vouchers,  which  are  herewith  submitted 
for  your  inspection. 

Only  such  parts  of  the  building  have  been  completed  as  are  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the.  pupiks  at  present  connected  with  the 
Institution.  portion  of  the  lower  .story  has  been  completed,  and  the 
second  or  principal  story  is  entirely  completed,  except  the  water-closets 
in  the  wing.s.  and  the.  warm  and  cold  air  registers.  The  Moors  are  laiil 
in  the  third  story,  and  most  of  the  rooms  in  the  same  are  fitted  np  tem- 
pemporarily  as  dormitories,  and  ore.  all  oernpied.  The  other  parts  ol  the 
liouse  are  untinished,  and,  of  course,  must  remain  so,  until  the  Legis-  I 
latnre  make,  an  additional  appropriation,  as  the  building  iitnd  is  now  i 
entirely  exhausted. 
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The  Committee  Imve  emleavoreil,  ut  all  timert,  to  coal'onri  to  the  di- 
rectioiirt  and  wishes  of  your  Hoard,  expressed  or  understood;  and,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  work  to  the  present  time,  we  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  perceiving  that,  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  buildim', 
the  views  of  your  Hoard  h.ave  accorded  with  our  own;  so,  that  in  con 
forming  to  your  wishes,  we  have  acted  in  accordance  with  the  decis- 
ions of  our  ownjudgment,  .and  subserved,  as  we  trust,  the  bests  inter 
ests  of  the  Institution  and  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


K 


L.  RUFF.VEli, 

H.  M.  PATTE.\. 


ENTI  TKY  I.VSTITI'TIOX  FOR  THE  HlINU,  / 

December  31,  185.'>.i 
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Building  Committee. 
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To  THE  General  Apsewely  of  Kentucky  : 

The  Board  of  Visitors  ol'  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Blind  respectfully  present  their  Thirteenth  Report. 

The  progress  of  the  Institution,  since  our  last  report  was  presented, 
ha.s,  in  most  respects,  been  unusually  gratifying. 

The  school  has  enjoyed,  during  the  last  two  years,  a new  and  more 
favorable  location,  and  an  edifice  much  more  commodious  than  any  it 
ever  before  occupied. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  change  of  location  has  been  what  we  an- 
ticipated, and  indeed  predicted  in  our  last  report  to  the  Legislature — a 
largo  increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils.  In  the  two  years  [ircced- 
ing  the  removal  of  the  school  to  the  new  edifice,  the  number  of  jiupils 
was  as  follows:  in  (he  yeair  1854,  Uiiiiu;  in  the  year  1 855, ///iV/y-c/};/;/. 
Immediately  after  the  removal,  the  number  began  to  inenase  with 
unusual  rapidity.  In  the  first  year  after  the  removal,  ( 1 850)  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  was  50 — 17  males  and  33  females.  In  the  .second  year, 
(1857)  the  number  has  risen  to  75 — 28  males  and  49  females — idjoiit 
twice  the  average  number  for  several  years  prior  to  the  change  of  lo- 
cation. The  entire  number  of  new  pupils  admitted  into  the  Institu- 
tion since  the  removal  to  the  new  building,  is  55 — 22  males  and  33 
females.  The  number  of  blind  persons  connected  with  the  Jnstitulion 
at  the  present  time  is  GO — 2 I males  and  30  females. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Institution  has  been  greatly  promoted,  during 
the  last  two  years,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  at  the 
last  session,  by  wdiich  the  annual  allow’ancc  for  the  siqiport  and  educa- 
tion of  State  pupils  in  this  Institution  was  increased  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars — the  same  allowance  that  had  for  several  years  been 
made  for  the  support  of  the  State  pupils  in  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dund). 

By  means  of  this  addition  to  the  income  of  the  Institution,  wc  have 
been  enabled  to  supply  some  of  those  many  urgent  wants,  alluded  to 
in  our  last  report,  that  had  seriously  retarded  the  prosperity  of  the 
school  during  its  entire  existence.  Wo  have,  sinee  the  commencement 
of  the  [iresent  year,  employed  an  additional  teacher;  have  luirchased 
a few  maps,  and  some  bedding  and  other  plain  furniture  for  the  accom- 
modation of  new  pupils;  and  have  made  greater  cll’orts  than  ever  be- 
j fore,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  to  those  more  rernoto 
I paiis  of  the  State  that  had  not  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

I The  benefits  resulting  from  ihe  expenditure  are  very  perceptible  in 
' the  increaseil  number  of  the  pujiil.s,  and  their  more  rapid  advancement 
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in  their  various  stmlies.  The  interest  and  progress  of  the  pupils  gon- 
er iHv  iu  tl'P'i'  studies,  wore  never  more  satislaotory  than  under  the  very 
faiihVul  and  dovotud  teaohers  now  employed  in  the  Ii\stitution. 

Many  of  the  wants  alluded  to  in  our  last  report,  still  dem  md  atten- 
Lion,'as  we  have  not  been  able  to  supply  them  without  c.reating  a debt 
that  we  had  neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  impose  upon  the 
] nstitntion.  An  org  in,  piano,  maps,  globes,and  other  school  appanrtus, 
as  well  as  furniture  lor  tlie  dormitories  and  oilier  rooms,  are  greatly 
needed;  but  we  hope  to  be  able,  trom  year  to  year,  gradually  to  sup- 
ply these  wants  without  soliciting  from  the  Legislature  aid  lor  these 


purposes 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution,  to  meet  the 
the  years  ISoti  and  1857,  have  been: 

Annniil  iippnipriiilion,  IS.'iG,  '.r  ' 

Allnivaimi;  I'ol- IJCrU'liiliaiU'S,  for  1S5C,  • • - ' 

AnniMl  nppiopiiiilioii,  IrlW,  - - - 

Alloiviiuct.'  I'ur  liciii’Biiiniies,  1-57, 

B.iUiiicc  in  Ti'Onaurv  at  Bate  of  last  report, 


ordinary  expenses  for 

$ 3,(inn,ro 
4,59.)  :iil 
.3,0110  00 
5,371  50 
1 C8 


The  oniinnry  expenses  of  the  Inslilntion,  for  the  fi\mclimc.  were. 
For  including  tonps,  caudles,  cow  and 

horse  feed,  vV,c  , Ml  

Sftlarii-8  of  onicor^J,  I8r)6,  • - • * _ 

S.dary  of  plivsiciaii  from  JunuAry  l?tto  October  Ist,  loDb, 

Medical  itlieinliMice  on  C.  Smidi.  by  Or.  Steele,  ---• 
Medicines.  A:c.,  ill  1855  iukII^T)!).  - • * • * 

Provisions  and  groceries,  including  soap,  candles,  &.C.,  from  Janua- 
ry Ui  to  December  l!r57,  - • • 

S;\I>\rU-s  of  onicer:*,  from  Jannury  Ut  to  October  Ut,  1?57, 

Medical  ivueiidancc.  from  October  Ist.  lt5C.  U.  December  dlst,l857, 
Wages  of  servant',  gardener  and  Inbon  r,  1856,  . - - • 

Wages  of  sel•Vllllt^  and  seiunstiesa,  1857, 

Wage.s  of  gardener  and  luburcr,  le57,  - 

Fiu  I in  le56  and  l“57.  - - - * • ’ 

'J’r.ivcHiig  expenses  of  piipil.s  and  wages  of  ngent,  Itob 
Two  horses  in  lt?56.  (i'Joii  ) 2 horse  wagon,  (»JU.) 

Harness,  chains,  plov\s  and  horse  fehoeing, 

Ileiit  of  pasline  in  IchO. 

Ice,  (f:il  20,)  pump,  ($10,)  • 

Dry  CJomls,  IrGG, 

Ch’jih  ng  of  servimt.s  and  dcslilutc  pupils, 
l''uriiiture  ill  lyaUiind  I":'?,  • 

Table  cutlery,  croeUory  ware,  ko  , 

CooUiiig  range,  stovns.  tin  ware,  ic., 

Wages  ol  agent  ill  1857, 

Funeral  t’xpeii.-»es  of  S.  M.  Clark, 

Dry  ^oods,  tVc.,  - 

liisuriiicc  l-'hb  and  1857, 

Horse  and  liariicss,  1857, 

Civrl,  scraper,  yVe., 

Might  cows  and  calves, 
t'Crt  iiig  niaehiiii',  stand,  needles,  &.C., 

Ueiil  ol  Ihipe  place, 

(Ir.isa  >eed,  potatoes,  garden  seeds,  tVC  , 

Iliirdware-J,  &c., 

Maps,  book.-i,  slates,  stationery,  A:c  ,_  • 

Cuiivevaiice  of  pupils  In  ehnreh  lr55,  18.)C  nnu  18 
D.il.uiec  in 'I're.isury  for  ordinary  expeuses,  - 
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$15,0J8  48 


$ 2. on  5C 

2J)45  00 
11-2  50 
25  no 
82  52 

2.015  98 

1,919  65 
9!)  50 
821  00 
G:1:1  50 
.SG8  55 
7:U  72 
59:1  45 
340  CO 
55  25 

9 on 

41  20 
2s7  4 I 
81  Cl) 
478  74 
1 no  9 I 

271  79 
4:>0  (10 
25  00 
0i2  OG 
55 ) 00 
120  CO 
47  75 
280  00 
IGS  45 
IfiO  CO 
UC  15 
8H  13 
178  n 
177  75 
17  77 
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All  tlio  f()ri';roing  cxpciiilitiire.s  Inivc  bet'ii  rniiilc  by  din  olion  ol'  tbo 
Board  of  Vit;itor.s.  In  accordanco  willi  tbo  by-buvs,  adopted  by  tlio 
Board  at  Ibo  timo  tbo  Institution  w:i.s  opened,  in  the  ycir  1842,  not  a 
single  dollar  has  boon  paid  out  of  tbo  'rroisiiry  without  the  iipiwoval 
of  the  Board  and  tbo  ondorseinont  of  the  Pi'esidont.  Wo  aiv,  therc- 
foro.  enabled  to  speak  with  confidence,  as  to  the  rigid  economy  ] nic- 
ticod  in  all  departments  of  the  Institution.  Vouchers  for  all  tbo 
foregoing  expenditures,  though  examined  and  approved  by  the  Board 
before  payment,  have  tliis  day  been  very  carefully  re-exainined  and 
found  to  be  correct,  and  to  agree  with  the  accounts  of  the  Tnasurer. 
These  vouchers  are  in  the  hands  ol  John  Milton,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  ready 
to  bo  sent  herewith  to  the  State  Auditor. 

The  report  of  the  Building  Committee,  which  is  herewith  presented, 
as  a p u t of  this  report,  has  been  unanimously  approved  and  ado|)ted 
by  this  Board.  The  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Building  Commit- 
tee have  been  carefully  examined  by  tlie  Board  and  found  to  be  accu- 
rate, explicit  and  complete.  The  original  bills  lor  all  material,  labor, 
kc.,  paid  for  out  of  the  building  fund,  are  herewith  reported  to  tho 
State  Auditor. 

The  vouchers  for  all  money  entrusted  to,  and  expended  by  this 
Board,  since  the  Institution  was  opened,  in  the  year  18 12,  are  in  tho 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  are  at  all  times  subject  to  tho  order  ol  tho 
General  Assembly,  anil  ready  for  examination  by  any  legislative  com- 
mittee. 

Since  the  removal  of  tho  school  to  the  new  edifice,  which  is  moio 
than  two  miles  distant  Irom  most  ol  the  churches  of  the  city,  some 
convcvanco  is  needed  to  enable  the  pnpihs,  especially  the  girls  and 
small  boys,  to  attend  religious  service  in  the  churches  ol  their  choice. 
As  we  have  been  [irevented,  by  want  of  means,  Irom  purchasing  tho 
necessary  carriages,  an  arrangement  has  been  m ide  with  the  proprietor 
of  a line  of  omnibusses,  to  take  the  pujiils  to  Ihc  city  every  Sunday 
morning  and  return  with  them  in  tho  evening.  This  ainingement 
proves  quite  plca.sant  and  satisfactory  for  tho  present,  but  we  intend, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  to  purchase  a car,  or  omnibus,  in  which  tho 
pupils  can  be  conveyed  to  church  on  Sunday,  and  to  concerts,  lectures 
and  other  meetings  during  the  week.  Ihivilcgos  ol  this  kind  aro 
highly  prized  by  tho  fiupils,  and  as  they  gnatly  promote  their  inent  d 
and  moral  improvement  and  hapjiine.ss,  they  ought  not  to  be  withheld. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  tlic  male  pupils,  in  pha-ant  weathci, 
generally  jirei’cr  a walk  to  a ride,  and  often  when  invited  to  ride  into 
the  city,  solicit  permission  to  walk.  There  aro  but  lew  boys  in  tbo 
school  who  cannot,  without  a guide,  walk  to  any  part  ol  the  city. 
They  walk  carefully,  but  as  fearlessly  as  those  who  are  bk'ssed  wilh^ 
eye-sight.  While  to  some,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  habits  ol 
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tho  cdiicT'od  bliiul,  it  nviy  siem  unsafo  for  a blind  boy  to  walk,  unat- 
tenibd,  through  tho  crowded  streets  of  a largs  city,  we  are  satisfied 
that  to  deprive  them  of  thi.5  privilege,  would  not  only  greatly  detract 
from  their  present  happin.ess  and  vigor,  but  would  prevent  them  from 
over  aeii  iiring  that  independence  so  neces-sary  to  their  success  in  life, 
and  would  expose  them  to  far  greater  evils  in  the  future,  than  they  j 
might  possibly  avoid  in  tin  present.  The  pupils  of  this  Institution! 
have  been  permitted  for  sixteen  years  to  go  unattended  to  all  parts  of  j 
the  city  and  its  vicinity,  and  as  yet,  no  serious  accident  has  happened 
to  any  of  them. 

In  view  of  the  utterly  helpless  and  destitute  condition  of  many  I 
blind  children  in  Kentucky,  we  would  earnestly  renew  a recommenda-  j 
tion,  heretofore  made,  that  a small  annual  appropriation  be  made  to 
this  Institution,  to  enable  the  Board  to  furnish  clothing  for  such 
blind  children  as  are  prevented  from  availing  themselves  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  school  by  their  inability  to  procure  the  necessary  clothing. 
The  sum  required,  though  small,  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  productive 
of  incalculable  good  to  the  most  afflicted  portion  of  the  most  unfortu- 
nate class  of  sutlerers  in  the  State. 

That  commendable  law  of  the  State,  authorizing  the  officers  of  this 
Institution  to  present,  in  the  name  of  the  State,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  Institution,  a copy  of  the  Bible,  in  raised  letters,  to  every  gra- 
duate of  the  school,  makes  a severe  draft  upon  the  Treasury  of  the 
Institution.  The  very  great  cost  of  books,  maps,  and  other  school 
apparatus  for  the  blind,  may  be  properly  appreciated,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  the  price  of  a Bible,  printed  in  raised  letters,  which  (in 
proportion  to  its  sizo.)  is  by  far  the  cheapest  book  ever  printed  for  the 
blind,  is  more  thm  sixty  times  the  price  of  an  ordinary  Bible  printed 
for  the  seeing. 

It  affords  us  great  pleisure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  fol- 
lowing very  acceptable  donations  to  that  part  of  the  library  of  the 
Institution,  which  is  printed  in  the  ordinary  manner  for  persons  with 
sight : 

From  AtHtln  Dtipuy,  of  Henry  conntr,  .....  j 150  00 

From  C.  K Hosiers,  of  Pnyolte  county,  - - ...  100  00 1 

From  Cliarlod  Ford,  of  liiiwcaville,  • • - 20  00| 

S 27(1  00 1 

This  sum  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  well  selected  books,l 
and  wo  lio[)o  to  be  enabled,  by  the  liberality  of  other  friends  of  thoj 
school,  to  nuke,  I’rom  time  to  time,  additional  purcha.sos,  until  a very! 
valuable  and  extensive  library  shall  bo  collected  for  the  use  of  tho  In- 1 
stitution.  As  tlu  number  of  books  (irinted  in  raisetl  letters  is  very! 
small,  tho  pupils  are  dopondont  for  much  of  their  reading  upon  books' 
printed  in  tho  ordinary  manner,  which  are  read  to  them  daily  by  thol 
ollicers  of  tlio  Institution. 
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Wo  also  take  great  pleasure  in  ackiioivloilging  our  obligations  to 
Mr.  M.  Ileaily,  a former  pupil  of  this  Institution,  for  a very  largo 
anil  valuable  addition  to  that  part  of  the  library  consisting  of  embossed 
books.  A few  years  since,  Mr  Heady,  being  desirous  that  the  blind 
should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  reading  with  their  own  fingers  the  une- 
qualled productions  of  the  sightless  but  immortal  bard  of  itngland, 
solicited  from  a few  of  the  benevolent  citizens  of  Kentucky,  funds 
sullicient  to  print,  in  raised  letters,  Milton’s  Paradise  Lost  To  tho 
funds  obtained  by  Mr.  Heady.  Dr.  Howe,  of  Boston,  added  sutlicient 
to  print  Paradise  Regained  and  the  other  poetical  works  of  Milton  ; 
and  thus,  by  the  joint  efforts  of  these  two  gentlemen,  a small  edition 
of  Milton’s  complete  poetical  works  was  published  about  two  years 

«go- 

After  paying  for  the  printing  of  Pmadise  Lost,  and  furnishing  insti- 
tutions and  individuals  with  the  copies  of  the  work  for  which  they 
had  subscribed,  Mr.  Heady  had  on  hand  more  than  a hundred  copies 
of  Paradise  Lost,  which,  together  with  some  other  embo.ssed  books, 
he  generou.sly  determined  to  present  to  this  Institution,  in  considen  - 
tion  of  tho  fact,  that  the  funds  to  print  tho  work  had  been  contributed 
by  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  In  pursuance  of  this  deter- 
mination, ho  presented  to  tho  Institution  twenty-three  bound  copies 
of  Paradise  Lost,  five  copies  of  Milton’s  Complete  Works,  twelve 
smaller  volumes,  ninety  unbound  copies  of  Paradise  Lost,  and  forty 
dollars  in  money,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a few  copies  of  Paradise 
Lost,  to  be  e.xpended  in  binding  a portion  of  the  unbound  book.s,  pre- 
sented by  him  to  tho  Institution.  The  amount  thus  contributed  by 
Mr.  Heady  to  the  librnry  of  the  In.stitution,  is  more  than  five  hun- 
dred dollars — the  largest  donation  ever  made  to  the  Institution,  at  ono 
time,  by  one  person. 

To  the  benevolent  gentlemen  named  above,  and  to  all  others  who 
have  contributed  to  tho  useiulness  and  advancement  of  the  Institution, 
we  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

\ye  have,  in  our  former  reports  to  the  Legislature,  frequently  alluded 
to  the  great  want  of  books  printed  in  r.iised  letters,  for  the  blind. 
Within  tho  last  few  days  we  have  been  highly  plc.ased  to  learn,  that 
an  effort  has  been  recently  commenced  in  one  of  our  sister  State.s,  that 
pronii.scs  to  supply  this  pressing  want.  and.  in  a few  years,  to  furnish 
ft  judicious  and  extensive  selection  of  historical,  scientific,  poetical, 
ftnd  other  uselul  book.'^,  printed  in  raised  letters,  for  that  unfortunato 
ftnd  interesting  class,  for  wdioso  benefit  institutions  .similar  to  our  own 
have  been  eslablished  in  mo.st  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  D.  Sherrod,  a highly  respectable  blind  gentleman,  lias  kuc- 
Cceded  in  obtaining  an  .ap|)ropriation  from  the  Legislature  of  tho  State 
m Mississippi,  and  coiusiderablo  donations  from  tho  citizens  of  lliat 
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State,  to  establish  a nation  il  house,  to  print  books  in  nised  lotters  for 
the  blind. 

The  charter  granted  by  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  provides,  that  this 
house  shall  bo  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  Mr  Sherro  1 is  at 
present  on  a visit  to  this  State  to  procure  the  incorporition  of  a board 
of  trustees,  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  establishment.  He  also 
proposes  to  visit  in  person,  or  by  agents,  the  Logishturos  and  private 
citizens  ol  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  to  solicit  appropriations  and 
donations  in  aid  ol  this  noble  enterprise,  and  to  procure  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a Board  of  Trustees  in  each  State,  to  receive  and  forvy.ird  to 
the  publishing  board  in  Kentucky,  such  donations  ,as  may  be  made  to 
this  object  by  the  Legislature  and  citizens. 

Inasmuch  as  the  blind  in  Kentucky  will  receive  their  full  share  of 
the  benefits  of  this  praiseworthy  and  benevolent  underlaking,  and  as 
the  State  of  Mississippi  has  already  made  a liberal  appropriation  in  aid 
of  it,  and  as  the  other  States  will,  without  doubt,  make  similar  appro- 
priations, we  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to 
it  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  which  the  institution  is  to  be 
located. 

The  enterprise  has  the  cordial  approval  of  this  Board,  and  we  com- 
mend Mr.  Sherrod  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature  as  a worthy  and 
intedligcnt  gentleman,  well  qualified  for  the  great  and  philanthropio 
work  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

Since  our  last  report  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Otis 
Patten,  who  was  for  several  years  engaged  as  a teacher  in  this  school, 
has  been  employed  to  visit  many  parts  of  the  State  most  remote  Irom 
the  Institution,  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  education  of  the  blind, 
and  induce  these  unfortunate  children  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ines- 
timable privileges  that  are  freely  oiler,  d to  them  by  the  wisdom  and 
libei-ality  of  the  Legislature  and  people  of  Kentucky.  He  visited 
one-half  the  counties  of  the  State,  and  found  nearly  one  hundred  blind 
children  and  youth  of  suitable  age  to  enter  school.  Many  of  these 
he  induced  to  apply  for  admi.ssion  into  the  Institution,  and  many 
others,  it  is  hoped,  will  do  so  before  they  become  too  old  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Wo  deem  it  our  duty  to  allude,  once  more,  to  the  neglect  of  tho 
Commissioners  ol  Tax  to  aseerlain  and  retui  n,  according  to  law,  tha 
names,  ages  and  jiost-ollices  of  the  blind,  in  their  respective  counties. 

As  evidence  ol  this  neglect,  and  ot  the  general  inaceuiricy  of  tho 
returns  of  the  Commis.sioners,  we  may  slate,  that  of  filly  pupils  in  I 
the  Institution  in  1 S.jO,  only  eight  are  iv|)orted  by  the  Commissioners  1 
ol  that  year — and  those  eight  only  parlially  and  inacoiirately  re[>orted.  j 

Ot  seventy-five  piqiils  in  tho  Institution  in  18-37,  onlv  filleen  are  re-  I 
ported  by  the  Commissioners  in  1830  and  1837.  Of  several  hundred  I 
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bi.'iil  ()  ipils  <!  III  ! wit'll  th  ; 1 ii-iLiUitio  i ilnrin'i;  llio  sixt.i-iMi  j'liir.s 
ol  its  tw  !'i:,v-six  nr.;  r>;jiorU"l  hy  tli  ■ (1  >!mMisj,ioiicr.s 

ill  ti'i'l  tw.‘iity-liv.>  ill  I8  j7 

I’ll  1 oiilv  c iiiiiov  i'l  whiiili  tli:i  G iui'nissioimri  in  ul  • nOLVir.i',  ■ rjturiis, 
indmliiiy;  iiain'-i,  aj;  is  aa  1 pas!;- illin  i-i,  ii>  ISai  ail  IS'iT.ii  I'niaklin 
111  c aiiS  'qUvjnoo  oi'  lii ' riithliilnuss  of  tJia  C aiiiinissicinors  in  tliat  ooaiity, 
all  th  I b'iml  rapor^  "!  by  t,h am  ia  the  last  twa  years  aro  now  m',)  'yiiig 
till’  privileges  of  the  lastitiitimi,  as  p',i[)i!s.  Ware  the  0 iinini^samms 
ill  th  ■ other  counties  of  Kentucky  equally  att-'iitive  to  the  duties  pre- 
scribed for  them  by  the  Legislature,  the  same  pl-asing  result  might 
be  anticipated  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

In  the  year  1848,  i small  shop  was  erected  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution,  and  was  used  for  that 
purpose,  until  the  removal  of  the  scho  )1  from  that  location  in  1851, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  main  bui'ding  by  fire.  A building  was 
rented  for  the  work  department,  during  (he  ni'xl  four  years  and  until 
the  removal  of  the  school  to  the  building  now  occupied.  For  the  first 
eighteen  months  after  the  removal,  it  was  not  [iracticable  to  rent  a 
shop,  and  not  having  the  means  to  erect  one,  the  work  in  the  mechan- 
ical department  was  neces.sarily  snspcmled. 

In  addition  to  the  nant  of  a shop,  a stable  and  pasture  for  tho 
cows  and  horses  belonging  to  the  Institution,  were  greaMy  needed. 
Early  in  the  present  ye  ir  we  had  a favorable  ofiportunity  to  supply 
all  the.se  wants,  by  renting,  on  reasonable  terms,  the  property  of  Wm. 
II  Pope,  Esq.,  adjoining  the  lot  of  the  Institution,  on  the  west..  Thi.9 
p!ae.e  contains  about  eighteim  acres,  including  an  rxtciisive,  lirtile, 
and  well  watered  pasture,  an  orcliard,  stable  and  buildings  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  mechanical  department  and  gardener. 

In  these  buildings  the  work  department  has  been  n-oiiemd,  on  a 
plan  somewliat  more  satisfactory  than  that  upon  which  it  was  lormerly 
conducted.  Mr.  Martin,  a gmdnate  of  this  Institution,  who  was  for 
some  years  employed  as  foreman  in  the  work  department,  has  taken 
charge  of  the  shops  on  his  own  responsibility,  purchasing  the  mate- 
rials, paying  the  pupils  for  extra  w'ork.  and  receiving  the  [irolitsof  tho 
department.  In  consiileration  ol  Mr.  Marlin’s  services  as  tiaeher  of 
the  pupils  in  the  various  kinds  of  handicraft,  the  Institution  fnrni.-;he3 
the  shops  free  of  rent,  bnai'ds  the  pujiils  connected  with  the  work  de- 
partment, and  has  loaned  to  him,  on  good  security,  the  small  Irdanco 
on  hand  December  dist,  18oo,  on  account  of  the  work  de[iartment, 
to  enable  him  to  purchase  materials,  &e.,  and  communee  the  enterprise 
Under  more  fav onible  anqiices.  The  pecuniary  result,  so  far  as  (ho 
Institution  is  concerned,  will  not  be  inaLeri  dly  dillerent  from  whit  it 
has  been  heretofore,  while  (ho  prolits  to  tln'  loreinan  will,  it  is  hoped, 
bo  ar  least  equal  to  the  small  sal  try  formeriv  paid  to  him  The  su- 
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perinfendcnt  of  the  Institution,  of  course,  still  has  the  supervision  of  | 
the  work  department  and  the  boys  engaged  in  it,  as  hureUifore.  | 

The  articles  iriamifaoturcd  by  the  boys,  are,  as  in  former  years,  |l 
brooms,  brushes  and  mattresses.  The  girls  sew,  knit,  and  manufac- 1 
ture  a variety  of  fancy  articles.  No  teacher  of  handicraft  has  been  | 
employed  for  the  female  pupils  for  several  years;  but,  since  the  com- i 
mencement  of  the  present  session,  the  matron  has  devoted  to  their  | 
instruction  in  sewing,  &c.,  a part  ol  each  afternoon,  with  pleasing  | 

results.  . ^ 

Since  we  secured  the  use  of  the  pasture,  already  alluded  to  in  thisl 
report,  a suilicient  number  of  cows  have  been  kept  upon  the  place  to 
supply  the  pmpils  with  au  abundance  of  milk,  and  furnish  a consider-; 

able  quantity  of  butter.  . , , i • ,1.  , 

A garden  has  been  laid  out  and  successfully  cultivated,  during  thej 
two  seasons  that  have  passed  since  the  removal  of  the  school  to  thel 
new  edifice.  The  products  of  this  garden  and  of  that  upon  the  rented; 
iilace  have  been,  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  Irish  potatoes,! 
eio-bt  barrels  of  sweet  potatoes,  three  hundred  cabbages,  ainl  a greatj 
variety  of  other  vegetables,  as  well  as  fruits,  consisting  in  part  olf 
beets,  parsnip.s,  tomatoes,  asparagus,  okra,  peas,  beans,  corn,  grapesj 
strawberries,  raspberries,  peaches,  apples  and  quinces.  | 

The  health  of  the  pupils,  generally,  has  been  remarkably  good  dm 
ring  the  last  two  years.  Until  the  first  day  of  October,  185G,  we  hac, 
for  several  years  piaid  a physician  a salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  for  medical  attendance  upon  the  pupils,  but,  after  the  remova) 
of  the  school  to  the  new  location,  learning  that  the  calls  upon  thi, 
physician  were  much  less  frequent  than  formerly,  we  deemed  it  advi 
sable  to  discontinue  the  salary  of  the  physician  and  to  pay  him  thre 
dollars  for  ea  h visit— the  usual  price  paid  to  the  physicians  ot  Louis 
ville  for  visiting  patients  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Institution,  ih; 
result  has  been,  as  we  anticipated,  a considerable  diminution  ol  Ihi 
amount  paid  for  medical  attendance.  From  October  1st,  I boh  to  thf 
date  of  this  report,  a period  of  lil'tecn  months,  the  physician  s bill  liaj 
amounted  to  but  $90  50,  less  than  one-half  the  salary  formerly  paij 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  And  wo  may  add,  that  the  greater  pai. 
of  the  physician’s  bill  for  the  last  fifteen  months,  has  been  lor  attci| 
dance  upon  a single  pupil,  who  entered  tho  Institution  some  jeaij 
ago,  in  very  poor  health,  and  who,  from  year  to  year,  h.as  requirq 
nraro  attention  from  the  idiysician  than  ail  the  other  pupils.  i 

But  while  wo  make  Iho  foregoing  stitement  as  to  tho  health  ot  tt 
pupils  generally,  it  is  our  paiiilul  duty  to  report  tho  death  ol  ono  | 
the  most  promising  pupils  since  the  comiuencement  ol  the  prose 
year.  Mi.ss  amah  iM.  Clark,  of  Marshall  county,  au  amiable  am  intc 
cstiim  young  lady,  of  very  remarkable  promuso,  as  a voc.ilist,  Uieil  (I 
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:;ho  l^th  day  of  Ja-iuary,  1 8 )7,  after  a short  illness,  contracted  du- 
Tiiig  the  previous  vacation,  while  on  a visit  to  some  of  her  schoolmates 
'.n  Carter  county.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  of  tho 
Institution,  in  tho  presence  of  tho  pupils,  who  followed  her  remains  to 
...ave  Hdl  Cemetery,  where  we  have  secured  a beautiful  lot  for  tho 
ji  interment  of  such  pupils  as  may  close  their  earthlv  course  while  con- 
I nected  with  tho  rnstitntion. 

But  whdo  we  record,  with  sincere  sorrow,  tho  loss  of  this  interesting 
Dupd,  it  becomes  us  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  the  kindness  o1’ 
hat  1 rovidence  that  his  so  long  watched  over  and  protected  the  lives 
of  tho  pupils  of  our  Institution,  from  which  only  three  pupils  have 
Been  removed  by  death  during  tho  si.xtoen  years  of  its  existence. 

We  are  here  painfully  reminded  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Earle 
.atten,  wife  of  B.  M.  Patten,  Esq.,  the  able  and  faithful  superinten- 
flent  of  our  Institution.  She  departed  this  life,  after  a short  illness, 
on  the  13th  day  of  August,  1850.  To  the  ofTicers  and  pupils  of  tho 
i nstitution,  Mrs.  Patten’s  death  was  a most  severe  and  incalculable 
mss.  Although  not  employed  as  a teacher  or  oflicer  of  the  Institu- 
iion,  yet  her  kindly  and  generous  sympathies  were  ever  extended  to 
:ts  blind  and  helpless  inmates,  and  she  received  in  return  their  heart- 
ielt  gratitude  and  love.  To  them,  in  their  bereaved  and  lonely  con- 
lition,  she  occupied  the  endearing  relations  of  mother,  sister  and 
Tiend.  Her  intercourse  with  them  was  so  gentle  and  affectionate, 
that  though  sep mated  from  fimily  and  friends  they  realized  all  tho 
•ndearments  of  home.  No  one  was  more  earnestly  devoted  to  tho 
mterests  of  the  Institution,  or  contributed  more  to  the  happiness  of 
3 unfortunate  inmates,  than  this  lovely  and  noble  worn  in,  and  wo 
US  that  we  cannot  do  less  than  pay  this  humble  tribute  to  her 
memory.  Respectfully  submitted. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentueky  Institution 
*8-7  of  the  Blind,  held  on  tho  30th  day  of  December, 

the  foregoing  Roport  was  adopted,  as  the  Thirteenth  Report  of 
mo  Board  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky. 

Louisville,  December  30th,  1 8-57. 

„ VVM.  F.  BULLOCK,  President. 

Brycb  M.  Patte.v,  Searetanj. 
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BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK.  President. 
THEODORE  S.  BELL. 

LEWIS  RUFFNER. 

BLAND  BALLARD. 

ROBERT  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 
WILLIAM  S.  BODLEY. 

WILLIAiM  GARNETT. 


JOHN  MILTON,  Treasurer. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BKYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

DJ  ’lECTOR. 

MISS  SUSAN  M.  WELD, 

TRACHRE. 

MISS  MARY  I WELD, 

TKACJIBB. 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH, 

TKACHER  OR  UUSlC. 

MRS.  MARY  H.  PARTS, 

MATRON. 

WILLIAM  MARTIN, 

ROltEMA.M  IN  MECHANICAL  OErARTUENT. 

ROBERT  C.  IlEWETT. 


PllVStClAN. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1858. 


KAHE0. 

EHza  L.  Allen, 
Mariha  J.  Arnold,  - 
Luc'y  C.  Boyd, 
Robert  Briggs, 

Mary  J.  Buckner.  • 
Angelina  Clark, 
Margaret  R.  Clark, 
Sarah  M.  Clark, 
Mary  Cline, 

Mary  Costello, 
Rachel  M-  Davis,  • 
Frances  A.  Dupuy, 
Lucinda  Darning, 
Ellen  Emtnons, 

Mary  S.  Edwards, 
Lucy  J.  F.dwards, 
Sarah  J.  Fitch, 
Reuben  Gill, 

Bettie  Ilcuning, 
'J'hoinas  J.  Hill, 
Wealthy  J.  Hill, 
Elizabeth  Jasper, 
Samuel  T.  Joluison, 
Henry  L.  Kidd, 
Caroline  M.  Kouns, 
Emily  L.  Kouns,  - 
Susan  H.  Krusor, 
Reuben  M 'Claimhan, 
Riehurd  Meade, 
Isaac  S.  Morris, 
Sidney  C.  Nai  co,  - 
Susan  F.  Oots, 

Philip  '1'.  Patterson, 
Milton  D.  Peters,  • 
Simeon  Peyton, 
Rebecca  Rogers, 
Mary  J.  SadUr, 
Cniherinc  Salmon, 
Elizabeth  Shevcis, 
J.imes  Shcvels, 
Robert  M.  Slievcls, 
Nancy  C.  Shields, 
Robert  M . Short,  - 
ChriHiiuna  Sniidt,  • 
Mariha  Swope, 
Zenobia  'Ponip, 
William  D.  'Poole, 
Richard  S.  Vaughn, 
Mary  Willianis, 
William  W.  Wight, 
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RESIDF.NCB. 

Larue  county. 

Franklin  coin‘y. 

Caldwell  county. 

Campbell  county. 
Louisville. 

Edmonson  county. 

Marshall  county. 

Marshall  couuty. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

^'aylo^svillc. 

Henry  couuty. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Logan  county. 

Logan  county. 

Lewis  county. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

Woodford  county. 

WoodfiirJ  county. 
Washington  couuty. 

Lewis  county. 

Lexington. 

Carter  county 
C.irtcr  couuty. 

Lexington. 

Logan  county. 

Greenup  county. 

Fraiikfui  t. 

Faducali. 

Andeison  county, 

Grayson  county. 

Aberdeen,  Mississippi  5 
Lincoln  comity. 

P'ayctte  county. 

Jolfer.^on  couuty. 

Louisville., 
llawesv  ille. 

Ilaw'csville. 

H awcsvillc. 

Washington  county, 

McLean  county. 

Louisville. 

Lagningc. 

Wushiiigton  coin'^. 

Owen  county. 

Bullitt  county.  I 

Greenup  county. 

Owen  county. 


I 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPd.S  FOPt  THE  YEAF  1857. 


NAMES. 

lElizii  L.  Alien, 

IMurtiiii  J.  ArnoM, 
Susan  .M.  B.iriiard,  • 
■Sarah  N.  ikMuclminp, 
IJsicob 

lEucy  0.  lioyU, 

[Ella  Bran.som, 

IRobert  Briggs, 

Mary  J-  liuekiior, 
Angelina  Clark, 
iSar.ih  .\l.  Clark,* 
IEliztl>eih  J.  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 

'■Villiuin  Clay, 

•Mary  Cline,  • 

Mirtha  A.  Coker, 

Joiin  Colville, 

Susan  Conner, 

Mary  Costello, 

Josephine  Daily, 
Klizibeth  Dale, 

Rachu'l  M.  Davis, 
William  Day, 

Michael  Dorr, 

Frances  A.  Dnpiiy, 
Lueinda  Dnrning, 

Ellen  Emmons, 

Reuben  ‘*111, 

Cynthia  A.  Crecu, 

Hli/. ibeth  Green, 
Catharine  M.  Hardin, 
John  C Hanlin, 

Beitie  Henning, 

Thomas  J.  Hill, 
Wealthy  J.  Hill,  - 
Daniel  Hoskins, 

Nancy  Hoskins, 

Eliz ibeilt  Jasper, 
Samuel  T.  Jolinson, 
Henry  L.  Kidil, 
Caroline  M.  Kouns, 
Emily  C.  Kouns, 

Susui  H.  Krn.sor,  • 
Reuben  M’Clanahan, 
Rich.nrd  .Meade, 

Josepli  p.  Mitchell, 
Isaac  S Morri.s, 

Susan  F.  Outs, 

Philip  T.  Patterson, 
Simeon  Pcvion, 

John  Porter, 

Mary  G Porter, 
Virginia  Porter, 

Nnhcy  Prewitt, 

George  W.  Robertson, 
Taplov  Rt>b(‘rl9on, 

' R«bo  Cl  - 

• Deceased. 


RESIDENCE. 

Larne  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Nel.-ion  county. 
Nekton  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Caldwell  county. 
Franklin  connty. 
Campbell  county. 
Louisville. 
Kdinondson  county. 
Marshall  county. 
John’ioii  county. 
Johnson  connty. 
Johnson  county. 
Louisville. 

Calloway  county. 
Covington 
Larue  county. 
Loui.Hvillc 
Fayette  county. 
Russell  ville. 
Taylorsville. 

Rowan  county. 
Covingt  'll. 

Henry  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville, 
t'ovingum. 

Franklin  county. 
Fr.inklin  comity. 
Davis  county. 

Davis  county. 
I.ouisvillc. 

Woodford  county. 
Woodford  county. 
Ksiill  county. 

E'^till  couniy. 
Washington  county. 
Lewis  oouniy. 
Lexington. 

Carter  county. 
Carter  couniy. 
Lexington. 

Logan  couniy. 
Greenup  county. 
Owensboro. 
Frankfort. 

Amlerson  connty. 
Grayson  county. 
Lincoln  county. 
Louisville 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Russell  county. 
Barren  county. 
Batren  county. 
Lexington. 


IG 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS  IP57^C0NTINUED. 


NAMR9. 

Mutt  J.  Sv^lor, 

C iiii  SiOmon, 
KlizU'Ctli  Slurvuls, 
Slu'vcls, 

IOil)i-i  t Slu-volrt, 

N iMcy  0.  ShiulJ?, 
U.ln.’tM  *pt. 
Cliri>Jinna  SmiiU, 
IMutihii  Swnp.',^ 
Tlioin  IS*  M.  Swift, 
.Inim  Siitnin(‘i->, 
William  0.  Toulo, 

Zi*n(il)ia  *1  oni3, 
iriclisiiii  S.  Viiu;ihaii, 
Milviii'i  VViillaco, 

Mary  S.  Willi. ice, 
Pns.in  M-  Wjiril, 
Mary  Willinnis, 


RF.SIDFA'CR 

JofTersoii  cuuuiy. 
L'juisvillc. 
Ilawfsville. 
lliiwfsvillo. 
Ilawosville. 
Wiisliiiij'iijn  county. 
M'?Ljaii  county. 
Louisville. 

Ln^niiigo. 

New  port. 

Kliziibetlitown. 

Owen  county. 
Wjisliington  county. 
Biiilitt  couniy. 
lienry  county. 

Ilcni's  county. 

\V  ut-lMuglon  ciainty. 
Grci'uup  county. 


TERMS  OF  ADM  fSSION. 


To  THR  Fhiund-s  of  the  Bi.ind  in  Kentucky  : 

Tlio  Keiiinuky  Institution  lor  the  Blind  has  boon  in  successfui 
operation,  iindor  Iho  .superinteiuliUKio  of  the  undersigned,  for  nearly 
si.Kteen  yenr.s.  It  is  under  the  inanagomont  of  a Boaril  of  Visitors, 
coirsisting  of  several  of  the  most  uniightuned  and  benevolent  citizens 
of  tlie  State,  seme  of  wboin  liave  been  members  of  tbo  Board  ever 
.since  fim  origin  of  tlic  Instilution,  in  the  year  Irft.! 

Till)  Institution  was  cslabd.slied  liy  the  ijjgislatnre,  lor  tbo  instrno- 
tion  of  those  children  who  are  blind,  and  for  tli  is.i  wli  isj  sight  is  so 
imperfect.  Ilia!  they  cannot  sec  to  read,  all  such  children,  of  snitable 
ago  and  of  good  moral  cliaiactcr,  arc  received  iml  educated  at  tlio 
expense  of  the  Institulion.  wliieh  is  a Stito  school,  equally  free  to 
tile  rich  and  the  poor. 

Tlio  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instnimennil  music,  anil  ini 
the  branch  's  usually  taught  in  public  schools  a id  ncademies  lor  seeing  | 
pupils.  'I'he  hoys  are  also  taught  m 'ohanie.il  trades,  to  enable  themi 
to  snppiu'i.  themsidves  independ ontly  alter  leaving  the  I nstitatio.i.  i 
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The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  n their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics  and  other  branches  of 
learning. 

I The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children 
! of  Kentucky.  Pupils  from  other  States  pay  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollara  a year. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  terminates  on  the  I5th  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  new 
\ pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  .-ession. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age  and  post-olBce  address  of  the  applicant  to  the  under- 
signed, who  will,  at  all  times,  cheerfully  communicate  any  necessary 
mlormation  pertaining  to  the  Institution. 

B.  M.  PATTEN,  Director. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BlIiLDING  COMMITTEE, 


To  THE  Board  of  Visitors  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  you  entrusted  the  management  of  the 
^erection  of  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  and  the  improvement  of 
me  grounds,  respectiully  present  the  following  report,  embracing  the 
Ihistory  of  the  building  operations  for  the  years  1856  and  1857. 

The  receipts  for  the  building,  &c.,  during  the  last  two  \'’ears.  have 
tbeen  as  follows  : 

lAppropriation  bj  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows : 

^^rpenter  work,  • - 

Ijland-rails  and  baniaters,  - - . . 

•Lumber,  . - . . 

'Painting,  ($262  81,)  paints,  oils,  Ac.,  ($313  14,) 

Jiumbing,  gas-pipe,  water  pipe,  &.C  , - - ... 

fOD  girders,  ($132  63,)  grates,  for  cellar  windows,  &c.,  ($137  79,) 
j^ks,  bells,  pulleys,  sash  weights,  nails,  hinges,  ic., 

|"'orking  plans,  &.C.,  ■ ■ . 

copper,  and  galvinized  iron, 

•toofing,  cornice  and  water  spouts, 

^tghtning.rodg, 

lastering  and  terra-cotta  work. 


$20,000  00 


* 2,819  84 
247  05 
2,706  51 
675  95 
807  83 
270  42 
1,462  14 
f.9l  50 
525  32 
486  00 
69  00 
1,506  94 


Amounts  carried  forward, 

2 


$12,168  50  $20,000  00 
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Amoonti  brought  forward, 

Bricks,  ($422  60,)  bricklaying,  ($300  50,) 

Lime,  ($60,)  caps  and  bases  for  columns,  ($40  83,)  • 

Cut  Slone  work, 

Fence,  glass,  oven,  advertising,  dtc.,  &.C., - 

Excavations  for  sewer,  ($98  55,)  building  sewer,  ($398  75,) 

Fonndation  for  steps  and  portico,  ..... 

Grading,  trees,  and  planting  trees, 

Four  cisterns  and  filters, 

Cash  to  Building  Committee  due  December  Slst,  1855, 
Balance  of  building  fund  in  Treasury, 


$12,168  50  $20,000  00  i 
723  10 
100  83 
2,780  85 
288  14 
497  30 
302  50 

1,409  07  i 

1 ,065  35  1 

653  99  i 

10  37  ! 


$20,000  03  $20,030  00  1 

For  all  money  disbursed  by  the  Building  Committee,  for  the  pur-  i 
poses  named  above,  we  herewith  present,  as  a part  of  this  report,  j 
explicit  vouchers,  to  which  we  invite  your  careful  inspection.  A re-  i 
port  from  John  Milton,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  the  Institution,  stating  the  j 
amount  of  building  fund  received  by  him  and  expended  by  the  Build-  j 
ing  Committee,  is  also  herewith  laid  before  you. 

Messrs.  Breden  & Garnett,  Irvine,  Dix,  Smith  & Gregory  furnished 
the  lumber,  and  the  carpenter  work  was  done  by  Messrs.  Wohltman, 
Frey,  &c  The  painting  was  done  by  Messrs.  Springer  & Living- 
ston. The  paints,  oils,  &c.,  were  furnished  by  Messrs.  Bell  & Talbot, 
and  Messrs.  Wilson,  Waters  & Co.  The  plumbing  in  the  kitchen, 
laundry  and  bed-rooms  was  executed  by  Messrs.  T.  Williams  & Co., 
who  also  laid  the  pipes  conducting  to  the  cisterns  and  sewer — a por- 
tion of  said  pipe  being  furnished  by  Mr.  G.  Meadows.  Mr.  C.  S. 
Snead  furnished  grates  for  the  cellar  windows;  Messrs.  Baker  & Gault 
the  iron  girders ; Mr.  A.  C.  Harig  the  locks,  bells  and  hinges  ; Mr. 
Semple  the  pulleys,  &c.;  Mr.  Belknap  and  Mr.  McBride  the  nails,  I 
sash-weights,  &c. ; Messrs.  Wallace,  Lithgow  & Co.  the  roofing-tin,  j 
copper  and  galvanized  iron  The  roofing-tin  was  laid  by  Messrs. 
Johnson  & McAllister ; the  lightning-rods  were  put  up  by  Mr.  C.  ! 
Carder ; the  bricks  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Ehrer,  and  laid  by  Messrs,  t 
Hooton,  Payne  & Davis.  j 

Twenty -five  rooms  and  two  large  halls,  in  the  first  and  third  stories, 
have  been  plastered  since  the  last  report  was  presented,  by  Mr.  P.  ! 
Bannon,  who  also  executed  the  terra-cotta  work.  The  plastering, 
interior  painting,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  work,  were  done  in  the 
vacations,  so  that  the  health  of  the  pupils  was  not  endangered,  nor 
the  exercises  of  the  school  interrupted  by  the  work. 

All  the  rooms  and  passages  in  the  first  story  have  been  finished,  | 
and  the  rooms  in  the  third  story  have  been  fitted  up  for  dormitories,  | 
though  they  are  not  fully  completed.  The  three  ventilating  cupolas  I 
and  dome  have  been  erected  and  finished.  All  the  floors  have  been  i 
laid  in  the  fourth  story,  and  the  rooms  can  be  made  ready  for  occu-  1 
pancy  at  small  expense,  whenever  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  I 
shall  require  additional  dormitories. 
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A large  amount  of  stone  work,  including  all  work  of  this  kind 
embraced  in  the  plan  of  the  building,  not  heretofore  executed,  has 
been  completed  since  the  last  report  was  presented.  The  extensive 
front  steps,  leading  into  the  principal  story  of  the  edilice,  the  plat- 
forms, buttresses,  ashlers,  and  five  flights  of  steps  leading  into  the 
first  story,  have  been  built  of  a very  superior  kind  of  stone,  by  Mr. 
M.  B'illion,  who  has  fulfilled  his  contract  in  such  a manner  as  to  secure 
the  highest  approval  of  the  Committee,  and  of  every  one  w'ho  exam- 
ines the  work.  The  outside  steps,  leading  to  the  cellar,  the  coal- 
slide.s  and  the  stone  grate  frames  for  the  cellar  windows,  were  executed 
by  Mr.  A.  D.  Tichenor,  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  stone  founda- 
I tion.  for  the  portico  was  built,  in  a very  substantial  manner,  by  |Mr. 

. J.  G.  Lyons. 

Most  of  the  interior  and  exterior  wuod  work  of  the  building  has 
I received  but  two  coats  of  paint,  and  the  exterior  work,  especially, 

1 requires  an  additional  coat  to  protect  it  from  injury,  by  exposure  to 
' the  weather. 

Water-closets  are  needed  for  night  use,  and  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  sick,  as  must  be  perfectly  apparent  to  all  who  consider  the 
helpless  condition  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution.  Outside  shutters 
would  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  But  the  most  urgent  want  is  that  of  heating  apparatus.  The 
safety  of  the  pupils,  and  even  of  the  building  itseltj  requires  that  the 
stoves,  at  present  in  use,  should  be  removed,  and  that  a more  safe, 
neat  and  economical  mode  of  warming  the  house,  should  be  intro- 
duced. In  a building  occupied  by  the  blind,  the  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  use  of  stoves  or  gmtes,  is  much  greater  than  in  one 
occupied  by  seeing  persons,  and  the  original  plan  of  the  building  con- 
templated ,the  introduction  of  steam-heating  apparatus — the  stovea 
being  used  as  a temporary  expedient. 

The  Building  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
your  Board,  have  given  much  attention,  during  the  last  year,  to  the 
1 grading  of  the  grounds  of  the  Institution,  in  order  to  secure  thorough 
drainage.  The  original  condition  of  the  grounds,  made  very  heavy 
and  expensive  grading  absolutely  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution.  All  parts  of  the  lot  have  been 
completely  graded,  except  that  part  used  by  the  female  pupils  as  a 
play-ground,  lying  east  of  the  main  edifice.  The  grading,  so  far  as 
Completed,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  adding  greatly  to  the  beauty  of 
the  grounds  and  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  pupils.  Those  parts 
of  the  lot  that  were  finished  in  season  last  spring,  were  sown  with 
I grass-seed,  and  already  beautiful  grassy  lawns  afford  a soft  carpet  for 
the  sports  of  merry  blind  children,  and  promise  profitable  crops  of  hay 
from  year  to  year. 
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A gravel  road,  from  the  edifice  to  the  Shelby  road,  and  various  i 
walks  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  are  greatly  needed ; but  we  have  been  j 
compelled  to  postpone  these  improvements  until  the  funds  of  the  In- 1 
stitution  shall  justify  the  expense  thereof.  ! 

The  most  hilly  portion  of  the  grounds  towards  the  north,  has  been  i 
properly  graded  and  planted  with  valuable  fruit  trees,  consisting  of 
the  most  approved  varieties  of  apple,  pear,  quince,  plum,  apricot,  nec- 1 
tarine  and  cheiTy  trees,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  in  a few  years,  fur- 
nish to  the  Institution  an  abundant  supply  of  the  most  desirable  fruit. 
These  trees  have  been  tastefully  planted,  in  groups,  in  such  a manner  j 
as  to  render  that  portion  of  the  grounds  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  | 
as  it  will,  without  doubt,  become  one  of  the  most  profitable  parts  of 
of  the  lot. 

The  Building  Committee  take  pleasure  in  stating,  that  the  Institu- 1 
tion  is  indebted  for  these  fruit  trees,  and  for  many  of  the  evergreens,  j 
and  other  ornamental  trees  that  have  been  planted  upon  the  lot,  to  I 
the  liberality  of  that  never-tiring  friend  of  the  school,  James  W.  Hen-i 
ning.  Esq.,  who  ever  greatly  enhances  the  value  of  his  favors  by  the  i 
generous  manner  in  which  he  confers  them.  On  this,  as  on  formeri 
occasions,  he  authorized  the  superintendent  to  order  from  the  exten-l 
sive  nurseries  of  Messrs.  Hobbs  & Walker,  without  expense  to  the| 
Institution,  such  trees  (without  limit  as  to  quality  or  quantity,)  as  hei 
deemed  desirable  for  the  grounds  of  the  Institution.  ' 

The  superintendent  has  planted  upon  the  lot  several  hundred  shade] 
and  ornamental  trees,  evergreen  and  deciduous — most  of  the  latteri 
being  from  the  forests  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Institution.  These^  trees 
were  planted  with  very  great  care,  and  they  have  lived  and  flourished, 
although  some  of  them  were  evergreens  nearly  twenty  feet  in  height. 

A garden  has  been  laid  out  and  planted,  at  considerable  expense, 
and  a sufficient  quantity  of  strawben-y  and  grape  vines,  raspberry,; 
canes,  &c.,  &c.,  have  been  planted. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  surface  drainage  from  the  laundry, 
kitchens,  bath-rooms,  water-closets,  &c.,  the  Building  Committee,  by 
direction  of  your  Board,  caused  to  be  constructed  a large  sewer  in 
the  roar  of  the  building,  into  which  all  the  waste  water  from  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  house,  is  readily  conducted  by  iron  and  lead  P'P^- 
This  sewer  is  three  hundred  and  nineteen  feet  in  length,  and  of  suffi- 
cient height  and  width  to  enable  a man  to  pass  through  it  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  and  remove  any  obstruction  that  may  possibly,  at 
any  time,  prevent  the  free  passage  of  the  water.  The  sewer  was 
in  a very  substantial  manner,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Lyons.  This  work,  though 
expensive,  was  rendered  absolutely  necessary,  by  the  nature  ot  the 
ground  upon  which  the  Institution  is  located.  The  sewer  and  th( 
grading  will  make  the  drainage  of  the  grounds,  iu  all  respects,  veryi 
perfect 
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A Bubstantial  but  cheap  fence  has  been  built  on  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  lot,  and  the  old  fences  in  front  of  the  Institution,  and 
on  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  have  been  repaired  for  pre- 
lient  use  ; but,  as  these  fences  are  very  old  and  aftbrd  only  uncertain 
protection  to  valuable  trees,  and  other  property  pertaining  to  the 
Institution,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  entire  lot  should 
be  securely  enclosed,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Four  large  cisterns,  containing  in  the  aggregate  twenty -three  hun- 
dred barrels,  have  been  built  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  These  cis- 
terns are  supplied  by  the  extensive  roof  of  the  house  with  an  abun- 
dance of  good  water,  which,  by  filters,  is  rendered  as  agreeable  and 
healthful  as  the  purest  spring  water. 

In  prosecuting  the  important  work  assigned  to  us,  we  have,  at  all 
times,  endeavored  to  conform  strictlv  to  the  instructions  of  your 
Board,  and  now,  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  the  time  of  our  ap- 
pointment, we  trust  that  our  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain.  No  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  building  and  other  improvements, 
so  far  as  we  recollect,  has  ever  arisen  between  your  Board  and  the 
Building  Committee.  In  no  single  instance  have  the  Trustees  disap- 
proved of  the  manner  in  whish  the  Committee  discharged  the  duties 
assigned  to  them.  The  labors  of  the  Com  mittee  have  been  arduous, 
but  they  have  been,  at  all  times,  cheered  and  lightened  by  faithful 
supervision,  judicious  counsel,  uniform  confidence,  and  kind  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

B.  M.  PATTEN, 

Building  Committee. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 

Louisville,  December  23d,  1857.  ^ 
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H E O K T . 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMULY  OF  KENTUCKY: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  arc  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  interesting  State  Institu- 
tion intrusted  to  their  care,  is,  under  tlie  favor  of  a kind  Brovidence, 
in  a liighly  prosperous  condition,  and  fullilliiif',  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  the  benevolent  designs  of  its 
founders. 

d’he  Trustees  of  this  State  Institution,  some  of  whom  have  been 
members  of  the  Board  ever  since  the  Institution  was  founded  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1812,  have  constantly  watched 
over  its  interests  with  paternal  care,  from  its  first  feeble  beginning  with 
five  blind  pupils,  in  a small  rented  house  ; and  as  they  contemplate  the 
blessings  it  has  dispensed  to  the  most  atllicted  and  interesting  class  of 
the  children  of  Kentucky,  during  the  eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  and 
as  they  witness  the  prosperity  to  which  it  has  attained,  they  feel  that 
they  have  been  abundantly  recompensed  for  all  their  arduous  and  gra- 
tuitous services  in  behalf  of  this  great  trust. 

The  Trustees  of  this  State  Institution  feel  it  due  alike  to  themselves, 
to  the  friends  of  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  to  the  best  interests 
of  that  sacred  cause,  that  they  shall  make  some  reference,  at  least,  to 
the  services  of  i\Ir.  Bryce  J\I.  Patten,  the  Director  of  this  Institution. 
His  services  have  been  thoroughly  known  to  some  of  the  members  of 
this  board  from  the  commencement  of  the  Institution,  and  for  varying 
periods  of  time  they  have  been  known  to  all  the  Trustees.  It  is  mainly 
due  to  his  early  and  thorough  recognition  of  the  necessity  and  practi- 
cability of  educating  the  i)lind,  that  the  attention  of  the  ])eoi)le  of 
Kentucky  was  called  to  this  important  work.  When  the  State  authori- 
ties created  this  Institution,  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  sought  the 
services  of  Mr.  B.  M.  Patten  for  the  directorship,  and  at  a great 
pecuniary  sacrifice  on  his  jmrt  he  accepted  the  post,  and  continued 
for  years  to  discharge  its  liigh  ri'spnnsibilities,  at  a salary  greatly 
below  what  he  had  readily  commanded  before  he  was  calh'd  to  this 
position.  Throughout  all  his  connection  with  the  Institution,  he  has 
ever  been  equal  to  all  the  demands  of  his  responsible  trust,  and  has 
ever  performed  his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  various 
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boards  of  trustees,  who  have  managed  this  State  endowment.  To  his 
fidelity  his  thorough  scholarship,  his  perfect  mastery  of  the  entire 
subject' of  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  an  unwavering  integrity 
that  has  constantly  been  alive,  not  only  to  the  education  ot  the  blind, 
but  to  a faithful  recognition  of  all  that  is  due  to  the  State  authorities, 
in  their  connection  with  this  philanthropic  enterprise,  the  trustees 
cheerfully  award  a very  large  share  of  that  success  and  prosperity 
which  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  has  constantly  acknowledged  as 
the  merits  of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind.  _ 

The  Director  is  aided  in  the  management  and  instruction  ot  the 
school  by  a matron  and  two  teachers,  who  reside  in  the  institution. 

Mrs  Paris,  the  matron,  has  filled  that  responsible  office  for  more  than 
ten  years.  In  addition  to  her  duties  as  housekeeper,  including  the 
superintendence  of  the  servants,  she  has  the  supervision  of  the  clothing 
of  the  pupils,  and  the  care  of  the  pupils  themselves,  in  all  cases  ot 
illness.  The  duties  of  the  matron  are  exceedingly  onerous  and  we 
would  deem  it  our  duty,  if  the  means  of  the  institution  justified  the 
expense,  to  employ  an  assistant  matron,  especially  at  times  when  the 

pupils  cLve  visited  by  sickness.  • ^ 4* 

^ In  the  department  of  instruction  we  have  secured  the  services  o 
skillful  and  faithful  teachers,  who  are  earnestly  devoted  to  the  moral 

and  intellectual  improvement  of  the  pupils.  • *i  • • n 

Mrs.  Haines,  previously  to  her  appointment  as  teacher  in  this  insti- 
tution had  experience  and  success  as  a teacher  of  seeing  pupils , ana 
entered  upon  her  duties  in  this  school  with  the  promise  of  g'-eat  use- 
fulness, which  has  been  fully  verified.  She  has  charge  of  the  classes 
in  Reading,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Klictoric,  English  Compo 
sition,  and  History  ; and  in  all  these  branches  she  is  a most  excellent 

"^'^As^the^want  of  means  prevents  us  from  employing  a rcgifiar  teacher 
in  the  work  department,  Mrs.  Haines,  in  addition  to  otlicr  numer- 
ous duties  of  her  office,  kindly  devotes  two  hours  daily  to  the  in.  i 
tion  of  the  female  pupils  in  sewing,  knitting,  and  fancy  m oik  , and 
their  improvement  in  this  department  is  highly  ' "P  “ 

and  their  friends.  Many  of  the  pupils  sew  and  knit  vei  j ^ e , a d 
manufacture  a great  variety  of  boautiliil  articles  of  silk, 
beads  ; some  of  which  will  be  exhibited  to  the  members  of  the  Le„is 
ln.tGre  cluriniT  the  present  session. 

Miss  M.  I^Vehl,  a young  lady,  who,  lyithout  previous  experience 

as  an  instructor,  but  with  fine  talents  and  nttainnicnts  as  a scho  ar, 
was  appointed  teacher  in  this  institution  more  than  tiio  jeais  . c o 
has  during  her  connection  with  the  school,  given  proef  of  i ci  j supe 
Hor  iualiircations  as  a teacher.  Gifted  with  reiiiarkable  no-  o 
teach,  endowed  by  nature  with  musical  talents  ot  o.dc  - 

favored  with  superior  educational  advantages  lor  the  ^n’t  ' ntion  fi 
her  musical  powers,  with  ardent  devotion  to  the  science  of  ‘ t “ ^ 
has  become  an  accomplished  and  successful  teacher  in  er  ^ 

and  important  department  of  the  institulion.  When  ‘ cc  'u 
health  of  the  lamented  Brofessor  of  Music  in  the.  School,  compclhdh  , 
a year  ago,  to  discontinue  his  daily  visits  to  the  institution.  Miss  M ild, 
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at  the  rcquost  of  the  Director,  and  \vith  the  Kanction  of  tlio  hoard  of 
trustees,  kindly  consented  to  take  char-'o  of  his  piqjils,  and  she  has, 
^vith  such  aid  as  two  of  the  female  pujjils  could  give,  very  success- 
fully conducted  the  musical  department  of  the  school  from  that  time 
to  the  present.  In  addition  to  her  duties  as  teacher  of  vocal  music 
and  the  piano,  she  has  preferred  to  retain  the  classes  in  geography, 
of  which  she  had  charge  before  she  assumed  the  entire  charge  of  the 
musical  department. 

'I'lie  teachers  in  this  school  have  not  only  succeeded  in  advancing 
the  pupils  rapidly  in  their  studies,  hut  they  have  been  uncommonly 
successful  in  winning  the  conlidence  and  alfcetion  of  the  pupils.  By 
unceasing  kindness  they  unite  with  the  other  oflicers  in  making  the 
institution  a happy  home  to  those  pupils  who  enter  it  homeless,  and  in 
preventing  the  more  favored  ones,  w ho  come  to  it  from  pleasant  homes, 
from  sighing  after  the  joys  of  the  h.jme  circles  they  have  left  behind 
them.  We  regard  the  institution  as  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having 
secured  the  services  of  teachers  of  such  eminenl  litness  for  the  oliices 
to  which  they  have  been  elected. 

I\lr.  .John  Horn,  a gentleman  of  fine  musical  attainments  and  of 
great  ability  a.s  a teacher,  visits  the  institution  twice  every  weu’k,  and 
gives  instruction  upon  the.  violin  and  guitar,  to  several  |)upils,  wdio  are 
making  improvement  w hich  is  alike  creditable  to  pupils  and  teacher. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  in  .Inly  last,  iMi.ss  S.  M.  Weld,  a young 
lady  of  untiring  devotion  to  her  j)upil.s,  and  of  great  energy  of  char- 
acter, wdm  had  for  more  than  twm  years  tilled  very  acceptably  the 
oflice  ol  teacher  in  this  school,  oll'ercil  her  resignation,  and  accepted 
a situation  in  a female  seminary  in  tlie  interior  of  Kentucky.  She 
bore  with  her  to  her  new  field  of  usefulness  our  best  wishes  for  her 
success.  The  vacancy  caused  by  her  resignation  has  not  been  filled; 
and  the  care  of  her  classes  has  devolved  upon  the  other  officers  in  addi- 
tion to  their  other  duties. 

jMiss  I'lllcn  Emmons,  the  oldest  pupil  and  most  advanced  scholar  in 
the  institution,  wdio  has  for  several  years  rendered  very  important 
service  as  an  assistant  teacher  in  music,  has,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  been  prevented  by  serious  illness  from  partici- 
pating in  any  of  the  exercises  of  the  school.  She  is  a young  lady  of 
extraordinary  talents  and  wmnderful  attainments  in  music  ; and  the 
loss  of  her  instructions  and  example  is  very  seriously  felt,  and  we 
earnestly  hope  that  she  may  be  ])ermitted  again  to  enter  the  school 
where  her  example  has  ever  exerted  so  salutary  <an  influence  over  all 
the  pupils. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  jirescnt  year,  we  em]iloyed,  at  considerable 
expense,  I\Ir.  J^.  Colliere,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  teachers  of 
vocal  music  in  the  United  States,  to  give  oiu'  lesson  a week  to  the 
pupils  in  vocal  music  ; and  he  continued  to  make  w'eekly  visits  to  the 
school  for  that  j)urposc,  until  llattcring  offers  from  a distant  State 
induced  him  to  remove  from  Kentucky. 

It  is  our  melancholy  duty  here  to  record  the  loss  of  one  who,  for 
the  last  fifteen  years,  has  had  a connection  with  this  institution, 
highly  honorable  to  himself,  to  the  institution,  and  to  the  alilicted  class 
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to  which  he  belonged.  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Smith,  Professor  of  Music  in  this 
Institution,  departed  this  life  on  the  f.th  day  of  May,  in  the  present 
year.  lie  resided  with  his  family  in  Louisville,  but  visited  the  institu- 
tion daily,  devoting  to  the  instruction  of  the  blind  three  hours  each 
day.  Mr.  Smith  became  totally  and  incurably  blind  in  very  early 
infancy.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  he  was  placed  in  the  institution  for 
the  blind  in  Boston,  where  he  remained  eight  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  he  entered  Harvard  University,  and  passing,  with  great 
credit  to  himself,  through  the  regular  collegiate  course,  he  graduated 
in  the  year  184-t;  being  the  first  totally  blind  man  that  ever  graduated 
at  any  University  in  the  United  States.  Immediately  after  his  gradu- 
ation he  was  elected  professor  of  music  in  the  Kentucky  Institution  lor 
the  Blind ; and  he  filled  that  office,  with  great  honor  to  himsell,  and 
with  incalculable  good  to  the  school,  until  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  was  a very  remarkable— a very  wonderful  man.  Endowed  \\  itli  an 
intellect  uncommonly  active  and  vigorous,  a memory  remarkably  capa- 
cious and  retentive,  and  an  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge,  he  failed 
not  to  improve,  in  the  best  manner  possible,  the  superior  opportunities 
for  intellectual  culture  with  which  he  was  favored  Irom  his  tenderest 
years  Ho  was  ever  a faithful  student,  an  earnest  thinker,  and  a 
patient  and  eager  seeker  for  knowledge  from  early  childhood  to  the 
close  of  his  wonderful  life.  He  was  thus  enabled,  notwithstanding  his 
blindness,  to  make  large  attainments  in  literature.  He  became  well 
acquainted  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages;  he  was  a proficient 
in  mathematics ; he  understood  well,  and  spoke  fluentl} , the  Fiench 
and  German,  and  he  had  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  best 
EnMish  literature.  He  was,  moreover,  a beautilul  and  vigorous 
wiTtcr;  and  many  of  his  productions  in  prose  and  poetry,  will  long 
live  to  adorn  the  literature  of  the  blind.  But  in  that  interesting 
department  to  which  he  especially  devoted  his  hie,  his  talents  and 
attainments  were  pre-eminent.  W hile  a boy  he  manifested  ' 

nary  musical  powers,  and  his  subsequent  hie  abundantly  fulhlled  the 
promise  of  his  early  years.  In  the  knowledge  ol  the  theory  ot  music, 
he  rarely,  if  ever,  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers,  met  an  equal  ‘^ev  ei  a 
superior.  Some  of  his  musical  compositions  are  worthy  of  a place 
beside  those  of  the  great  masters  from  whom  he  ‘I''®'''. 
in  whoso  prodnclioiis  ho  found  sources  ol  unfailing  delight.  In  abi  } , 
zeal,  and  faithfulness  as  a teacher  in  his  favorite  department  ho  was 
unsurpassed.  The  remarkable  improvement  of  his  pupils  m ‘a=ti- 
tution,  their  grateful  appreciation  of  his  instructions  ‘ 
their  alfectioiiate.  regard  for  him  now,  attest  alike  us  ^ . 

devotion.  But  he  had  far  higher  and  noblei-  amis  than  poi lection  m 
any  mere  science  or  art,  however  exalted.  Ho  was  f J 

Oiie  of  the  cherished  aims  of  his  life  was  to  be  a light  to 
class  from  whom  the  visible  beaulies  ot  creation  are  ' 

impenetrable  darkness.  1 le  well  knew  the  torniidable  obstac  es  t a 
ever  beset  the.  pathway  of  the  blind.  He  knew,  by  J 

by  bitter  experience,  with  what  distrust  even  the 
too  often  rcigarded  by  their  more  favore.  le  lows. 
honesty,  industry  and  ability,  are  oltcn  to  the  blind  no  ctita  i . - 
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port  to  ]ionora])l('  and  roinuncrative  oinployinriit.  Ifo  know  all  tlio.^c 
(liliiciiltiop  woll,  lor  they  mado  tlio  ino.st  trying  part  ot'lii.s  daily  experi- 
ence. 15ut  lie  was  not  dislieartened.  lie  lelt  that  it  was  lii.s  mission 
to  aid  in  enlightening  public  smitiment  in  regard  to  Ihe  blind,  in  rmnov- 
ing  the  obstacles  that  lie  in  the  way  of  iheir  success,  and  in  teaching 
them  reliance  upon  themselves,  and  that  Being  whose  csjiecial  care  is 
ever  over  the  alilicted.  On  leaving  the  university,  jiccuniary  aid  was 
prollered  to  him  by  kind  friends;  but  gratefully  declining  their  offers, 
he  heroically  determined,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  make  his  own 
way  through  the  world,  and  thus  to  animate  the  blind  with  the  hope 
of  self-support,  lie  manfully  girded  hiimself  up  for  this  noble  work, 
and  pursued  it  with  tii’eless  perseverance  and  unfaltering  energy  to 
the  close  of  his  earthly  career.  To  his  lofty  aim  he  was  ever  true,  and 
he  was  crowned  with  succes.s.  Ilis  example  will  ever  live  to  cheer 
and  inspirit  the  blind.  As  he  had  lived  the  life,  he  died  the  death  of 
the  Chri.stian.  lie  was  perfectly  resigned  to  the  will  of  God  for  time 
and  eternity.  Ilis  earthly  remains  were  borne  to  Cave  Hill  cemetery, 
and  a beautiful  marble  tablet,  erected  by  his  affectionate  and  grateful 
pupils,  marks  the  place  of  his  rejiose. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  fewer  teachers  arc  employed  in  this  insti- 
tution than  in  former  years;  and  wo  regret  to  state  that  the  limited 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  will  probably  jirevent  us  from 
increasing  the  number  for  some  time  to  come,  d'he  same  rigid  econ- 
omy which  xve  have  been  obliged  to  practice  in  all  other  departments 
of  the  institution  has  been  extended  to  the  important  department  of 
instruction.  'I'hc  want  created  by  the  diminution  of  the  number  of 
teachers  has  been  sujiplied,  in  ]iart,  by  the  aid  of  some  of  the  more 
advanced  pupils,  who  ever  render  willing  assistance  in  the  instruction 
of  the  smaller  classes;  and,  in  part,  by  the  extra  labor  that  has  been 
so  generously  and  cheerfully  assumed  by  the  other  teachers.  1’he 
Director,  moreover,  being  relieved  from  the  constant  supervision  of  the 
workmen,  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  building  operations  and  other 
improvements,  which  have  ocoupied  so  large  a part  of  his  time  hereto- 
fore, has  been  able  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  the  instruction  of  the 
pupils,  and  the  benefits  resulting  therefrom  arc  x’cry  apparent  in  the 
improved  condition  of  the  school.  In  addition  to  the  sujierintendencc 
of  all  departments  of  the  Institution,  he,  has  the  entire  charge  of  the 
classes  in  the  Languages,  Mathematics,  and  Astronomy. 

The  number  of  jmjiils  connected  with  the  institution  in  the  year 

18.58,  was  .50;  21  males  and  3.5  females.  The  number  in  the  year 

18.59,  has  been  .51 ; 10  males  and  .35  females.  All  the  pupils,  with  one 
exception,  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health;  and  none  have  been 
removed  by  death  since  the  last 'biennial  report  was  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly,  'fhe  remarkable  preservation  of  the  lives  and 
health  of  the  pupils  demands  renewed  ex|)ression  of  gratitude  to  that 
I rovidence  that  has  so  long  watched  over  this  institution  from  which 
only  three  pupils  have  been  removed  by  death  during  the  eighteen 
years  of  its  existence. 

Ihe  general  deportment  of  the  pupil*  connected  with  the  institution 
at  the  present  time  is  worthy  of  high  commendation.  'I’hey  are  iudus- 
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trious  and  studious,  and  ever  manifest  a grateful  appreciation  of  the 
privileges  that  have  been  secured  for  them  by  the  wisdom  and  kindness 
of  the  Leo’islature  of  Kentucky.  Their  ready  compliance  with  the  rules 
of  the  school  especially  meri't  the  approval  of  the  trustees  and  other 
friends  of  the  institution.  They  are,  with  few  exceptions,  remarkable 
for  gentleness  and  docility.  In  no  literary  institution  in  the  btate  do 
the  pupils  manifest  more  lively  interest  in  study,  or  a more  cheerful 
and  willing  compliance  with  the  wishes  ol  their  teachers.  If  a stran- 
n-er  should  enter  the  institution  in  time  of  study  or  recreation,  he  would 
not  by  the  ear  alone,  receive  any  intimation  that  the  active,  cheerlul, 
sportive  beings  around  him  were  destitute  of  that  g orious  gift  of 
Heaven,  vision,  without  which  so  many  erroneously  believe  life  must 
be  altogether  unjoyous  and  inactive.  The  same  love  of  play,  the  same 
love  of  knowledge  that  prevail  in  schools  lor  the  seeing,  are  in  full 
activity  here.  The  halls  of  the  institution,  the  play-grounds,  the 
Neighboring  groves  and  hill-sides,  resound  with  laughter  no  less  joyous 
than  that  which  is  heard  from  other  happy  children  and  youth  all  oxer 
our  favored  land.  The  blind  regard  themselves  as  happy  as  those 
who  are  blessed  with  all  the  senses;  and  those  who  witness  their 
cheerfulness  are  forced  to  the  same  conclusion.  Our  pupils  are  gath- 
ered from  all  parts  of  the  State  and  from  every  condition  in  life,  and 
there  is,  of  course,  in  the  school,  a great  diversity  both  of  native  intel- 
lect and  of  mental  culture.  While  there  arc  some  pupils  of  the  finest 
natural  endowments,  there  are  others  of  powers  so  exceedingly  feeble 
as  to  be  but  a few  removes  from  idiocy;  and  yet  every  pupil  in  the 
school  is,  in  some  regard,  an  interesting  pupil,  and  deserves  commen- 
dation for  industry,  and  even  for  progress,  in  at  least  one  direction 
So  truly  is  this  the  case  that  some  of  the  feeblest  intellects  in  the  school 
have,  by  unceasing  application,  outstripped  m some  pursuit  all  their 
more  highly  endowed  school-mates.  PfiiSa 

Rev  J.  1).  Matthews,  D.  D.,  in  his  last  report  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth,  makes  the  following  report  with  regard  to  this  insti- 

^“‘‘Tv’isited  this  nourishing  State  institution  in  the  month  of  February-, 
and  found  it  very  much  improved  in  its  outward  appearance,  and  in 
the  accommodations  it  oircr.s  for  this  class  of  unlortunate  y ou 

“The  improvenieiit  in  the  various  deparlments  ol  the  institut  o , 
since  its  removal  to  its  present  location,  is  apparent,  even  to  the  most 

^^“Tlie'sb'e'.'vvViich  was  selected  with  great  care  by  the  State  authori- 
ties is  in  all  respects,  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose  ol  the  institu- 
tion, 'liie  grounds  me  extensive  and  beautiful,  and  on  the  highest 
elevation  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville.  .h^ve  been  piopcr  y 

graded,  and  handsomely  laid  out  by  the  Supcrin  cndeiit  and  oina 
imntedwith  hundreds  of  fruit  and  shade  7'*''-' ^ ^ 

years,  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  to  the  comloit  and 

health  of  the  iiiipils.  , . , ni, 

“The  edilice,  the  plan  of  which  was  made  in  =^77' hi'dmst 
lative  enactments,  mid  approved  by  Gov.  Rowe  l,  In  hi  s <'7  higlics 
anticipations  of  the  oHiccrs  of  the  institution,  and  reilccts  great 
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upon  all  concerned  in  securing  tlic  adoption  of  the  ])lan,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building.  It  is,  in  all  its  parts,  remarkably  well  adapted  to 
the  purpose  for  wliicb  it  was  designed,  and  commands  tbe  npj)roval 
and  admiration  of  all  competent  persons  who  have  c.vamined  it. 

“(df  the  school  itself  1 am  able,  after  several  visits,  to  speak  in  the 
most  favorable  terms.  It  is  well  organized,  and  judiciously  managed 
in  all  its  departments.  The  pupils  are  remarkably  fortunate  in  having 
so  able  and  kind  and  devoted  a principal,  and  competent  teachers, 
wholly  absorbed  in  their  improvement  and  happiness.  These  unfortu- 
nate but  interesting  children  and  youth,  who  arc  deprived  of  one  of 
the  most  important  inlets  of  knowledge  and  pleasure,  here  find  happi- 
ness ill  the  c.xcrcise  of  their  faculties,  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
and  in  preparing  themselves  to  become  useful  and  independent  mem- 
bers of  society.  The  bounty  of  the  State  is  here  well  bestowed,  and 
the  grateful  recipients  will  ere  long  repay  to  the  public  a hundred-fold 
all  that  they  are  now  receiving. 

“ The  trustees  of  the  institution  have  been  selected  with  the  greatest 
care  by  the  board  of  education,  and  I am  jierfectly  satisfied  that  the 
interests  of  the  institution  could  ned  have  been  intrusted  to  a more 
able  and  faithful  board.  They  exercise  at  all  times  a paternal  cari^ 
over  the  institution;  and  to  tlieir  faithful,  arduous,  and  unreriuited 
labors,  the  school  is,  under  a kind  I’rovidence,  greatly  indebted  for  the 
high  degree  of  prosperity  which  it  now  enjoys. 

“ I trust  that  the  next  Legislature  will  not  only  continue  the  provi- 
sions hitherto  granted,  but  will  enable  the  board  to  pvrchnne  lots  ca/Ja- 
cent  to  the  cdi/icc,  for  protection  against  annoying  buildings  and  uncon- 
genial neighbors.  A few  hundred  dollars  invested  for  this  purpose, 
will,  in  coming  years,  not  only  enhance  the  value  of  their  noble  insti- 
tution, but  add  vastly  to  the  comfort  and  ends  of  the  asylum. 

“1  feel  so  deeply  interested  in  this  State  Institution,  that  I will  ven- 
ture to  call  the  attention  of  all  the  commissioners  and  trustees  and 
teachers,  throughout  our  Commonwealth,  to  an  extract  from  the  circu- 
lar of  the  auditor  for  18.57  ; 

“‘I  again  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to  the 
duty  of  ascertaiiii?tg  and  reporting  the  name,  age,  and  post-office,  of 
every  blind  child  in  their  rc.spective  districts,  as  required  by  An  act  in 
relation  to  the  blind  children  of  Kentuckj',  approved  .January  !),  185", 
which  may  be  found  on  page  seventeen  of  the  auditor’s  circular  to  the 
commi-ssioners  of  tax  for  the  year  1857.  The  State  of  Kentucky  having 
provided  for  the  education  of  all  the  blind  children  within  her  limits, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  return  the 
name,  Ac.,  of  these  unfortunate  children,  that  they  may  be  duly  noti- 
fied by  the  proper  officers  of  the  inestimable  privileges  offered  to  them 
in  the  school  established  for  their  benefit  in  I.,ouisville.  If  the  com- 
missioners neglect  this  important  duty — as  I regret  to  say  some  of  them 
have  hitherto  done — many  unfortunate  blind  and  ])urblind  children 
will  probably  bo  forever  deprived  of  the  priceless  advantages  that  arc 
so  freely  oflered  to  them  through  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  people  of  Kentucky. 

Von.  3.-2 
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“ ‘I  would  moreover  particularly  remind  the  commissioners  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  report  not  only  the  names  of  all  children  that  are  intally 
blind  but  also  of  all  those  who,  by  defective  vision,  are  prevented  from 
pursuing  their  studies  in  the  schools  established  for  seeing  persons.  It 
IS  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  inquire  of  the  head  of  every  farnily 
whether  there  are  in  the  family  any  blind  children  or  any  with  eyesight 
so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read,  and  to  return  the  name,  age,  and 

post-office  address  of  each.’  ” • i * 

^ In  our  last  report  to  the  General  Assembly  we  invited  attention  to 
an  enterprise,  which  had  been  commenced  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
to  print  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind;  and  we  recommended  the 
incorporation  of  a board  of  trustees  to  manage  the  allairs  of  the  insti- 
tution The  institution  was  accordingly  chartered  under  the  name^ol 
the  -American  Printing  House  for  the  B/inrf,”  and  intrusted  to  the  fo  - 
lowing  board  of  trustees,  viz  : lion.  James  Guthrie,  lion.  W b . Bffi- 
lock  T S Bell,  M.  D.,  and  Messrs.  Bryce  M.  I atten,  John  Milton,  H. 
T.  Curd  and  A.  O.  Brannin.  The  trustees  met  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  organized  the  board  by  the  election 
of  officers ; but  as  no  funds  have  been  transmitted  from  Mississippi  or 
other  States,  no  further  action  has  been  taken  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Printino-  House,  and  they  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  formal 
report  to  the  General  Assembly  at  the  present  time.  Me  are,  how- 
ever, gratilied  to  state  that  agents  are  now  employed  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  other  States  ; that  the  sum  of 
eio-ht  thousand  dollars  has  been  already  collected  for  this  impoi  tant 
object,  and  that  reliable  subscriptions  for  a much  larger  have 

been  obtained.  It  afl'ords  us  still  greater  pleasure  to  state  hat  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi  has  appropriated  two  thousand  dollais  loi 
the  aforesaid  object,  and  granted,  for  the  same  purpose,  an  annual 
allowance  of  ten  dollars  for  every  white  blind  person  within  the  limits 
of  that  State.  It  is  believed  that  in  the  course  ol  the  ensuing  ) car  suf- 
ficient funds  will  be  obtained  to  enable  the  trustees  to  put  the  institu- 
tion into  actual  operation,  and  that  before,  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky  it  wi  1 have  com- 
menced the  work  of  printing  books  m 

the  institution  is  located  in  Kentucky,  as  the  blind  of  this  State  will  be 
entitled  to  their  full  share  of  the  books  to  be  printed  by  it,  and  as  othei 
States  have  made  liberal  donations  to  establish  and  sustain  it  ''e 
respectlully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  it  b}  tne 

Legislature  of  Kentucky.  . , 

The  means  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  in  the 
vears  1858  and  1859,  have  arisen  from  the  following  sources  : 
j'^****’^  * .g  ()33  35 

AHowaiicc  for  State  .M.’OOO  00 

Aimual  upiiropriation  in  IBob... - $9,638  35 

Allowance  for  State  pupils,  paid  in  l8o9 ^ 3’000  00 

Annual  appropriation  in  1809  - » ^7 

Uiilanco  in  ti’easury  at  date  of  last  report g ^2 

$18,595  77 

, - , $18,595  77 

Amount  canned  forward 
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Amount  brought  fr)rwar<l 

The  ordinary  exjHjnscs  of  the  Institution  for  the  same  two  yearn  liave  been  as 


follows  : 

IVovisions,  groceries,  kc. — $1,630  59 

llav,  straw,  eorn,ainl  other  feed - 317  17 

Cows,  kc - 211  00 

Horse,  harness,  saddle,  repairs,  &c. 222  85 

Carriage,  &c 321  00 

Dry  goods,  clothing,  kc. 565  55 

Shoes  for  pupils  and  servants 110  90 

Furniture,  Uible-ware,  featliei*s,  kc 547  90 

Stove'S,  tin-ware,  wire,  burning  Ihiid,  &.c. 333  14 

Venitian  blinds 132  00 

Globe,  maps,  and  books 432  36 

Two  ])ianoa  and  nielodeon 808  60 

Salaries  of  teachers  and  olfieei's • 5,690  00 

Wages  of  agent 209  00 

Wages  of  gaixicner,  seamstress,  and  servants 2,095  75 


Mcilical  .attendance 213  50 


Metiicinos,  5:c.,  in  1857,  1858,  and  1859 134  05 

Insurance  on  building 441  00 

Postage  in  1857,  1858,  and  1859  35  00 

Fuel 909  58 

Rent  of  pasture  and  garden,  1858  150  00 

Tniveling  expenses  of  pupils  and  expenses  of  exhibition  in  Frankfort  ..  94  00 

Conveyance  of  pupils  to  churches,  funeral,  &c. - 208  00 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  painting,  stone,  making  road,  iron  work,  and 

rcp.airing  cistern 987  56 


$18,595  77 


19,800  50 


Bahince  due  J.  Milton,  Treasurer 


$1,204  73 


From  the  preceding  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expenditures 
of  the  Institution  for  the  last  two  years  have  apparently  exceeded  the 
receipts  for  the  same  time  by  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  four  dollars 
and  scvcnty-thrcc  cents.  This  sum  has  been  advanced  by  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Institution,  in  anticipation  of  the  ([uarterly  allowance  for  State 
pupils,  falling  due  December  31,  185'J,  and  amounting  Xo  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  dollars;  so  that,  in  reality,  the  expenses  have,  as  in  for- 
mer years,  been  confined  strictly  within  the  means  of  the  Institution. 
Portions  of  the  foregoing  expenditures,  amounting  to  nearly  one  thous- 
and dollars,  and  including  the  cost  of  carpenter  work,  and  a stone  and 
gravel  avenue  from  the  Institution  to  the  Frankfort  road  iu  front  there- 
of, do  not  strictly  belong  to  the  account  of  ordinary  expenses ; but 
they  have  been  so  charged,  as  the  trustees  were  not  authori'/.cd  to 
charge  them  to  the  building  account.  In  this,  as  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Institution,  the  trustees  and  the  director  liave  en- 
deavored to  act  in  strict  conformity  to  the  acts  of  the  Legislature 
respecting  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  State. 

\Vc  will  allude,  in  this  connection,  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  to 
an  important  item  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  this  Institution,  for 
which,  so  far  as  our  information  extends,  no  similar  institution  in  the 
world  is  authorized  by  law  to  provide.  Iu  the  year  1850,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  J)r.  T.  S.  Hell — a gentleman  who 
gratuitously  gave  to  the  Institution  his  valuable  services  as  physician, 
for  several  years,  and  whose  unwearied  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
Institution  as  a trustee,  during  the  eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  is 
well  known  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  and  most  gratefully  appreci- 
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ated  by  the  pupils — the  Legislature  passed  an  act,  alike  honorable  to 
the  distinguished  gentleman  'who  suggested  it,  and  to  the  State  and  the 
age  in  which  we  live,  authorizing  the  officers  of  the  institution  to  pre- 
sent to  every  graduate,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky, a copy  of  the  entire  Bible,  printed  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind. 
Although  no  special  provision  has  ever  been  made  by  the  State  to 
meet  the  cost  of  these  very  expensive  donations  to  the  graduates,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  amount  required  for  this  purpose  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  aforesaid  act,  “considered  and  accounted  as  an  item  of 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution,”  we  have  ever  regarded  the 
act  as  one  of  the  most  benevolent  and  commendable  ever  enacted  by 
any  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  blind. 

No  duty  of  the  director  of  the  Institution  is  more  cheerfully  per- 
formed than  that  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  blind  graduates,  as 
they  go  out  into  the  dark  world,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  to  enlighten  the 
cheerless  pathway  of  their  earthly  pilgrimage.  No  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature more  beautifully  illustrates  the  generosity  of  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, nor  more  impressively  shows  that  the  representatives  are  the 
true  exponents  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  people. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  building  purposes  have  been  as 
follows ; 


Speciiil  appropriation  in  1858  $7,500  00 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report 10  37 


$7,510  37 

Paid  T.  Williams  &.  Co.,  on  account  of  steam-beating  apparatus $3,000  00 

Paid  on  account  of  laundry  and  kitchen  ranges,  plumbing,  &c 426  80 

53,426  80 

Balance  required  to  complete  steam  apparatus 2,000  00 

Balance  for  fitting  up  laundry,  luith-rooins,  wash-rooms,  water-closets,  and 

tanks,  to  be  paid  on  completion  of  work,  according  to  contract 2,083  57 

$7,510  37 


The  treasurer  of  the  Institution  will  place  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
auditor  his  report  and  explicit  vouchers  for  every  dollar  of  the  forego- 
ing expenditures.  In  accordance  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Institution, 
not  a single  dollar  has  been  paid  out  of  Ihe  treasury  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  indorsement  of  the  president. 
We  .arc,  therefore,  enabled  to  speak  with  the  greatest  confidence  as  to 
the  rigid  economy  practiced  in  all  departments  of  the  Institution. 

Messrs.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  in  the  year  1858,  entered  into  a contract 
with  this  board  to  furnish  the  Institution  with  Gold’s  steam-warming 
apparatus,  and  they  liavc  executed  a part  of  the  work,  including  the 
boilers,  furnaces,  radiator.s  in  two  stories,  and  pi|)es  in  three  stories; 
but  as  the  xvork  is  not  yet  satislnetoril)'  completed,  the  trustees,  in  con- 
formity with  their  invariable  custom,  will  retain  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  a part  of  the  price  until  the  apj)aralus  shall  be  completed  in 
accordance  with  the  contract. 

Messrs.  Donnlly  A Strader  have  contracted  to  fit  up  the  bath- 
rooms, wash-rooms,  laundry,  and  water-closets ; and  they  have  exe- 
cuted a part  of  the  work  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  we 
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have  good  reason  to  believe  tliat  they  will,  as  soon  as  favorable 
weather  will  permit,  fulfill  their  contract  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  parties. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  trustees  in  tliis  report  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  condition  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Institution.  The  Gen ’ral  Assembly  passed  an  act,  which  was 
approved  .Tanuary  7, 1852, directing  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  appoint 
a board  of  commissioners  to  select  a suitable  lot  of  ten  acres  of  land,  for 
the  ])crmancnt  location  of  the  Institution,  and  to  report  to  the  Govern- 
or the  site  selected,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  could  be  obtained, 
and  also  a plan  of  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  school.  .Said  act  also  required  ‘Shat  if  the  Governor  shall  approve 
of  the  selection  of  the  ground  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings,  he  shall 
order  and  direct  the  purchase  of  th(!  ground  and  the  erection  of  the 
buildings.”  In  accordance  with  this  liberal  act,  a very  desirable  and 
beautiful  site,  in  the  most  healthy  p;  rt  ofJclferson  county,  was  .selected 
with  great  care  by  the  commissioners,  .and  recommended  to  Governor 
Powell,  who,  after  a careful  e.xamination  of  the  site  in  person,  gave  it 
his  umjualified  approval,  and  directed  its  ])urehase  by  the  trustees  of 
the  Institution,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky.  The 
commissioners  also  presented  well-matured  plans  of  a building  to  the 
Governor,  who  carclully  c.vamincd  and  a])proved  the  same,  and  or- 
dered the  building  to  be  erected,  in  accordance  with  said  plans,  on  the 
aforesaid  site.  The  building  is  in  all  its  parts  most  admirably  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  school,  and  commands  tlic  a])proval  of  all  compe- 
tent persons  who  have  examined  it.  The  correspondence  between  the 
board  of  commissioners  and  Governor  Powell,  and  a description  of  the 
building  approved  by  them,  may  be  found  in  the  House  and  Senate 
journals  ol  1853—1,  pages  20,  27,  28,  29,  30,  and  31.  An  examination 
of  that  correspondence  will  show  that  the  Institution  was  located  and 
the  building  erected  in  strict  conformity  with  legislative  enactment. 
An  examination  of  all  the  laws  pertaining  to  this  Institution  will  show 
that  this  is  strictly  a State  school.  It  was  called  into  existence  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky ; its  trustees  are  appointed  by  the  State  au- 
thorities; its  grounds,  buildings,  furniture,  books,  apparatus,  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  it,  arc  the  property  of  the  State;  it  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  act  which  created  it,  “in  all  things  and  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  Legislature  ;”  and  it  necessarily  depends  solely 
upon  the  Legislature  for  support. 

The  money  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  to  enable  the  trustees  to 
purchase  the  land  and  erect  the  building,  which  had  been  approved  by 
the  Governor  and  commissioners,  has  been  expended  as  directed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and,  we  confidently  believe,  in  the  most  judicious 
and  economical  manner;  and  the  accommodations  alforded  by  the 
new  ediKce  are  far  superior  to  any  the  school  ever  enjoj’ed,  before  its 
removal  to  the  present  location.  But  important  parts  of  the  building 
remain  unfinished,  and  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  recommend  an  appro- 
jiriation  suHlcient  to  complete  the  building  according  to  the  original 
plan.  The  parts  of  the  edilice  now  unlinished  include  the  sleeping- 
rooms  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  the  inllrmaries  for  the  sick,  and  the 
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exhibition  hall  or  chapel.  In  cold  weather  it  is  impossible  to  make 
the  sleeping  rooms  coml’ortable  in  the  present  unfinished  and  open 
condition  of  the  upper  stories  of  the  building.  The  erection  of  the 
portico  and  window  blinds  will  add  very  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates  of  the  Institution  during  the  summer. 

We  would  also  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  the  importance  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a suitable  work-shop  for 
the  male  pupils.  In  the  earlier  years  of  the  Institution  we  were  able 
to  rent  a shop  on  favorable  terms,  and  the  male  pupils  were  instructed 
in  several  mechanic  arts;  and  some  of  these  pupils  are  now  gaining 
an  honorable  and  independent  livelihood  bj-  means  of  the  mechanical 
skill  acquired  in  the  Institution.  During  the  last  two  years  we  have 
not  been  able  to  rent  a suitable  shop  in  the  vicinitj^  of  the  Institution, 
and  not  having  the  means  to  erect  one,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  discontinuing  operations  in  the  mechanical  department,  which  is 
to  many  of  the  male  pupils  the  most  important  department  of  the 
Institution.  We  are  confident  that  we  cannot  fully  discharge  our  duty 
to  the  blind  of  the  State  without  offering  to  them  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  some  mechanical  trade.  In  our  opinion,  as  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  a mechanical  department  for  the  blind,  all  the  managers 
of  institutions  for  the  blind  everywhere  perfectly  agree. 

An  organ  has  been  very  greatly  needed  in  .this  Institution  since  the 
year  1851,  when  a small  but  valuable  organ,  which  had  been  pur- 
chased by  direction  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  consumed  bj'  fire. 
Since  that  time  we  have  had  neither  the  means  nor  the  authority  to 
procure  another  to  supply  the  place  of  the  one  that  was  destrot'ed. 
By  placing  a good  organ  in  the  Institution,  we  may  qualify  many  of 
the  pupils  to  become  organists  in  churches,  and  thereby  enable  them, 
with  little  trouble  or  labor,  to  secure  a salaiy  of  several  hundred  dol- 
lars a year. 

To  complete  the  building  according  to  the  original  plan,  to  erect  a 
work-.diop,  to  inclose  the  grounds  of  the  Institution  with  a substantial 
fence,  and  to  procure  a suitable  organ,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  will  be  required,  according  to  the  estimates  of  i\Ir.  G.  Shryock, 
an  c.xpericnced  arcbitect,  and  of  Mr.  Patten,  the  director  of  the  insti- 
tution; and  the  trustees  very  respectfully  solicit  the  appropriation  of 
that  sum  for  the  purposes  herein  specified. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  trustees  and  members  of  the 
school  are  again  tendered  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Kentucky  Yeoman, 
Louisville  .lournal,  Louisville  Courier,  Louisville  Democrat.  Presby- 
terian Herald,  and  Chri.stian  Union,  and  to  Mrs.  J.  Rhoads,  IMr.s.  .1.  F. 
Speed,  Mrs.  Breckinridge,  Mrs.  .1.  A.  iMillcr,  R,  G.  IMoorman,  Esq.,  Rev. 
J.  D.  Matthews,  D.  1).,  and  the  Indies  of  the  Christian  Church,  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  D.  P.  Henderson,  for  their  highly  valued 
favors. 

The  catalogue  of  the  oflicers  and  pupils  of  the  inslitution,  and  sev- 
eral specimens  of  literary  compositions  by  the  pupils,  are  appended  to 
this  report.  The  compositions  are  inserted  as  they  came  from  the 
pupils,  without  any  corrections  or  alterations. 
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The  director  of  tlie  Institution  will  vi.sit  the  capital  of  the  State, 
during  the  present  session  of  the  T.egislatiire,  with  several  of  hi.s  pupils, 
and  give  an  exhibition  of  their  attainments  before  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  trustees  have  noticed,  with  great  pleasure,  that  a committee 
has  been  appointed  by  the  General  Assendily  to  visit  and  examine  this 
Institution  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  the  earn- 
est desire  of  the  managers  of  the  Institution  that  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  will  examine  the  sehool  and  thoroughly  inspect  the 
edilice,  and  form  their  own  judgment  as  to  the  character  of  the  work, 
the  pre.scnt  condition  of  the  building,  and  the  amount  required  to  finish 
it  according  to  the  original  plan. 

Wc  close  this  report  with  an  extract  from  a notice  of  “ The  Ken- 
tucky Institution  for  the  Blind,”  written  several  years  since  by  the 
philanthropic  i\Iiss  1).  L.  I)ix,  so  eminently  distinguished  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Europe,  by  her  successful  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  unfortunate  : 

“The  proficiency  of  the  pupils  is  no  less  surprising  than  it  is  grati- 
fying. They  are  thoroughly  instructed,  and  are  remark.ably  fortunate 
in  having  competent  teachers  wholly  devoted  to  their  hap|)ines3  and 
improvement.  I have  rarely  visited  any  institution  for  children  and 
young  persons,  under  State  patronage,  so  thoroughly  well  organized, 
and  so  judiciously  managed  throughout,  as  is  this,  tlo  when  you 
will,  at  morning,  noon,  or  evening,  in  storm  or  sunshine,  expected  or 
unlooked  for,  you  will  find  that  here's 

A place  for  all  things,  all  things  in  their  place 

and  so,  too,  each  hour  marked  by  appropriate  study,  refreshment, 
labor,  exercise,  and  rest.  It  is  not  possible  to  visit  this  institution  even 
but  once,  (my  visits  have  been  I'cnewed  and  repeated,)  and  not  perceive 
that  all  is  fair,  open  and  true,  in  the  domestic  circle  and  in  the  school. 
There  is  no  need  to  prepare  for  visitors,  because,  as  in  all  rightly  regu- 
lated establishments,  order,  victhod,  and  good  f^ovcrnincnl  so  prevail,  that 
you  cannot  find  them  at  any  time  amiss.  Careful  attention  is  paid  to 
the  personal  habits  of  the  jmpils.  Cleanliness  and  neatness  are  oblig- 
atory. While  the  high-principled  and  discreet  superintendent  of  this 
school  exacts  the  most  correct  habits  in  the  pupils,  the  same  are  required 
of  all  the  inmates;  and  while  the  mental  capacities  are  trained  and 
educated,  it  is  never  forgotten  that  the  moral  nature  is  to  be  enlight- 
ened and  directed,  and  the  manners  and  conversation  made  to  harmo- 
nize. A good  example  enforces  good  coimsels.  Firmness,  kindness, 
and  fidelity  chai'acterizc  the  teachers  ; obedience,  good  will,  and  indus- 
try, with  but  few  occasional  exceptions,  distinguish  the  pupils. 

“Here,  these  children  and  young  persons  I’rom  whom  the  natural 
sun  is  veiled,  who  are,  through  privation  of  vision,  prevented  from 
joining  in  the  general  bustle  and  cares  and  amusements  of  life — here 
they  lind  happiness  in  the,  aciiuisition  ol‘  knowledge,  in  the  various 
cxcrci.se  of  their  faculties,  and  in  learning  how,  in  timi'  to  come,  they 
may  best  benefit  their  friends,  and  become  useful  mend)ers  of  society. 
The  bounty  of  the  State  is  here  well  bestowed  ; these  blind,  but  intelli- 
gent children,  will  repay  to  the  public  an  hundred-fold  all  they  arc  now 
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receiving.  Thoroughly  educated,  and  trained  to  virtuous  and  industri- 
ous habits,  they  will  not  return  to  their  own  homes,  without  e.vtending 
good  influences  in  their  own  families  and  communities.  They  are 
taught  that  it  is  a duty  they  owe  the  State  to  be  assiduous  in  study, 
and  correct  in  habits.  No  harsh  impositions  or  severe  restraints 
enforce  the  one  or  secure  the  other. 

“ It  may  bo  thought  by  some  readers  that  possibly  a too  favorable 
estimate  is  placed  upon  the  Louisville  institution  by  the  writer.  She 
can  only  say  it  is  open  to  all,  and  of  easy  access;  let  the  public  and 
individuals  judge  for  themselves.  More  might  very  justly  have  been 
added  in  commendation,  but  it  is  uncalled  for;  without  ostentation  it 
reveals  and  sustains  a fair  and  beautiful  character.  I have,  on  my 
various  and  distant  journeys,  heard  this  school  referred  to  by  those 
whose  children  have  enjoyed  its  benefits,  and  oftener  by  persons  who 
have  casually  visited  it,  and  on  no  single  occasion  have  I heard  it 
named  in  any  but  terms  of  confidence  and  interest.  The  attachment 
of  the  pupils  of  the  institution  to  their  companions  and  teachers,  is  a 
guarantee  that  ‘ all  is  well  there’  in  the  domestic  and  social  relations.” 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  under  the  fostering  care  of 
the  enlightened  Legislature  and  generous  people  of  Kentucky,  has 
advanced  to  a much  more  elevated  position  than  that  which  it  occu- 
pied at  the  time  the  favorable  notice  above  was  written  by  Miss  Di.v ; 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  appropriation  solicited  from  the  Legislature  at 
the  present  time,  we  hope  soon  to  make  it,  in  all  respects,  equal  to  the 
oldest  and  most  prosperous  institutions  for  the  blind  in  the  world. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK, 
THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

BLAND  BALLARD, 

WILLIAM  S.  BODLEY, 

ROB’T  .1.  BRECKINRIDGE, 
WILLIAM  GARNETT, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Trustees. 


Kentucky  Institution  fob  the  Blind, 

December  15,  1859. 


<)FF]cp:rs  of  the  institution 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIRECTOR  AND  PRINCIPAL  TEACHER. 

Mrs.  ELIZABETH  F.  HAINES, 

TE.irHKR. 

Mis.s  MARY  J.  WELD, 

TEACHER  07  MUSIC. 

Miss  ELLEN  EMMONS, 

A.SSISTA.NT  TEACHER  OP  MCSIC. 

•TOIIN  HORN, 

TEACHER  OF  GUITAR  AND  VIOLIN. 

Mlss  MARY  H.  PARIS, 

MATRON. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT,  M.  D., 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YE  VR  1858J 


NAMES. 

Eliza  L.  Allen, 
Martha  J.  Arnold, 
Susan  M.  Barnard, 
Jacob  Bogard, 

Ella  Bransoin, 

Mary  .7.  Buckner, 
James  L.  Canavan, 
Angelina  Clark, 
Elizabeth  J.  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 
William  II.  Clay, 
Mary  Cline, 

Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 
Josephine  Dailey, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 
Rachel  M.  Davis, 
Eliza  Davis 
William  Day, 
Michael  Dorr,  - 
Marie  D’Owville  - 
Frances  A.  Dupuy, 
Lucinda  Durning, 
Ellen  Emmon.s, 
Cynthia  A.  Green, 
Elizabeth  Green, 
Catherine  M.  Hardin, 
John  Hardin, 

Thomas  M.  Hazlep, 
Eliza7)eth  Henning, 
Daniel  E.  Hoskins 
Nancy  Hoskins, 

Henry  L.  Kidd, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Clara  Mattingly 
Joseph  ]’.  Mitchell,  - 
Frances  Moorman, 


residence. 
Larue  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Frankfort. 
Louisville. 
Franklin  county. 
Edmonson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Louisville. 
Calloway  county. 
Louisville. 

Fayette  county. 

Russellville. 

Taylorsville. 

Nelson  county. 

Rowan  county. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

Henry  county. 
Louisville. 

Jefferson  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Daviess  county. 
Dav  iess  county. 
Edmonson  county. 
Louisville. 

Estill  county. 

Estill  county. 
Le.\ington. 

Logan  county. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro. 
Owensboro. 
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Philip  T.  Patterson, 
Simeon  Peyton, 

John  Porter, 
Georgiana  Porter, 
Virginia  Porter, 
Nancy  Prewitt, 
George  Robertson, 
Tapley  Robertson, 
Rebecca  Rogers,  - 
Mary  J.  Sadler, 
Catherine  Salmon, 
Robert  M.  Short, 
Thomas  M.  Swift, 
Martha  Swope, 

John  Summers, 
Henry  B.  Townsend, 
Richard  S.  Vaughan, 
Susan  A.  Ward, 
Adeline  Wildes, 


Grayson  county. 
Lincoln  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Russell  county. 
Barren  county. 
Barren  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
McLean  county. 
Newport. 
Lagrange. 
Elizabethtown 
Trimble  county. 
Bullitt  county. 

W ashington  county 
Louisville. 
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'rsoDcountj; 

jicLeaii  comitT. 
-A'ew-port. 
Lagrange. 
Biiabetbim 
Trimble  coiatv. 
Bnliiit  coran-, 
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N.AMES. 

Eliza  L.  Allen, 
Martha  J.  Arnold, 
Jacob  Bogard, 

Mary  J.  Buckner, 
James  L.  Canavan, 
Angelina  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 
William  11.  Clay, 
Mary  Cline 
Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 

Eliza  Davis, 

William  Day, 
Michael  Dorr, 

Marie  D’Owville, 
Frances  A.  Dupuy, 
Lucinda  Durning, 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Cynthia  A.  Green, 
Elizabeth  Green,  - 
Catherine  AI.  Hardin, 
John  Hardin, 

Timothy  Hartill, 
Elizabeth  Henning, 
Daniel  E.  Hoskins, 
Nancy  Jloskins, 
Thomas  M.  Hazlep, 
Henry  L.  Kidd, 
Reuben  McClana-lian, 
Clara  Mattingly,  - 
Edward  li.  Alartin, 
Mary  Miller, 

Josejih  I’.  Mitchell, 
Frances  Moorman, 
Simeon  Peyton, 
Georgiana  Porter, 
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John  Porter, 
Virginia  Porter, 
Nancy  Prewitt, 
Julia  Purnell, 
Rebecca  Rogers, 
Mary  J.  Sadler, 
Martha  Swope, 
John  Summers, 
Susan  Ward, 
Adeline  Wildes, 
Anastatia  Stafford, 
Mary  E.  Stafford, 


Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Russell  county. 
Maysville 
Fayette  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Lagrange. 
Elizabethtown. 
Washington  county, 
Louisville. 

Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
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TERMS  OE  ADMISSION. 


To  THE  Fripinds  of  the  Bi.ixn  in  Kentooky  : 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion, under  the  superintendence  of  the  undersigned,  for  nearly  sixteen 
years.  It  is  under  the  management  of  a Board  of  Visitors,  consisting 
of  several  of  the  most  enlightened  and  benevolent  citizens  of  the  State, 
some  of  whom  have  been  members  of  the  Board  ever  since  the  origin 
of  the  Institution  in  the  year  1842. 

The  Institution  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the  instruction 
of  those  children  who  are  blind,  and  lor  those  whose  sight  is  so  imper- 
fect that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such  children,  of  suitable  age 
and  of  good  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Institution,  which  is  a >State  sc  hool,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and 
the  poor. 

d’he  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  seeing 
pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable  them 
to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institution. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches  of 
learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children 
of  Kentucky.  Pupils  from  other  States  pay  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  a year. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  new  pupils 
will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-ollice  address  of  the  applicant  to  the  under- 
signed, who  will,  at  all  times,  cheerfully  communicate  any  necessary 
information  pertaining  to  the  Institution. 

B.  M.  PATTEN,  Director. 
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THE  CLOCK  OF  TIME. 


BY  ftlARY  J.  BUCK^fZR. 


“ Nov?  is  the  constant  syllable  ticking  from  the  clock  of  Time.' 

I stood  within  the  spacious  balls, 

Where  many  thousands  stood,  and  stand — 

I stood  and  gazed  upon  its  walls, 

Where  hangs  the  clock  with  ready  hand, 
Pointing  the  way  to  all  who  pass  : 

Telling  the  time  in  one  short  word. 

To  man  or  woman,  lad  or  lass — 

By  all  the  clock  of  Time  is  heard, 

Slowly,  slowly,  sadly  ticking, 

Now,  now,  yesterday  is  past  I 
Now,  now,  it  still  keeps  ticking, 

And  this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  last! 

Now  come  the  groups  of  children  fair, 

With  rosy  cheek  and  laugliing  eyej 
They  listen,  wonder  at  it  there, 

But,  heeding  not,  pass  slowly  by. 

Pausing  to  gaze  and  catch  the  sound; 

Then,  lest  the  day  will  soon  be  gone, 

They,  with  a meiTy  shout  and  bound, 

Still  onward  rush — the  clock  ticks  on, 

Slowly,  slowly,  sadly  ticking, 

Now,  now,  yesterday  is  past! 

Now,  now,  it  still  keeps  ticking. 

And  this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  last! 

Now  come  the  maidens,  O,  how  gay! 

Dancing  and  singing  their  songs  of  glee; 

We  need  not  mind  the  time,  they  say. 

We  need  not  listen,  need  not  see; 

The  clock  will  never  cease  to  rest 
Upon  tliesc  walls  with  ready  hand, 

Pointing  the  way  to  each  new  guest. 

When  years  have  past,  then  wo  will  stand 
List’ning  to  its  constant  ticking; 
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And  0 how  bright  each  golden  link 
Of  Memory’s  chain  to  us  will  be! 

When  here  we  stand,  we  can  but  think 
Of  brighter  days  when  wc  were  free, 

Within  these  halls  wdiorc  oft  we’ve  stood. 

Amid  the  gayest  of  the  gay — 

The  old,  the  young,  the  loved  and  good; 

And  then  the  clock  to  us  will  say. 

Now,  now,  yesterday  is  past! 

Now,  now,  ’twill  still  be  ticking 
Until  it  ticks  for  us  the  last ! 

Now  come  the  noble  youths,  and  brave. 

Proudly  marching  through  these  halls; 

Not  once  they  heed  the  clock  so  grave, 

As  here  it  hangs  upon  the  walls; 

They  dream  of  honor  md  of  fame, 

They  have  no  thought  of  time  that’s  gone  ; 

To  win  a great  and  glorious  name, 

Their  w'atch-wonl  is,  “ Forever  on!  ” 

Yet  slowly,  slowly,  sadly  ticking. 

Now,  now,  yesterday  is  pjist! 

Now,  now,  it  still  keeps  ticking, 

And  this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  last! 

Old  age  comes  by  with  tottering  feet, 

With  hoary  locks,  and  care-w'orn  brow, 

And  as  he  hears  the  solemn  beat, 
lie  pauses,  gazes,  listens  now; 

Before  the  clock  ho  mournful  stands, 

And  thinks  how  oft,  in  days  gone  by, 

He  heeded  not  those  warning  hands, 

Now  pointing  to  Eternity  ! 

He,  living  in  his  memories  now. 

Its  crowding  thoughts  within  his  brain. 

And  slowly  o’er  his  wrinkled  brow 
Passes  his  hand  again,  again. 

Then  slowly  to  the  youths  he  turns, 

Beck’ning  with  feeble,  trembling  haiul, 

And  each  from  him  a lesson  learns, 

“ Write  not  your  lives  upon  the  sand!  '* 

And  still  they  hear  that  slow,  sad  ti<‘king. 
Now,  now,  yesterday  is  past! 

Now,  now,  it  still  keeps  ticking. 

And  this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  histl 

Oh!  as  we  stand  within  these  halls, 

Where  many  thousands  stood  and  stand  : 

When  Death  each  one  to  slumber  calls, 

May  wc  be  heckling  that  true  hand  ; 


Voi,.  S.—  t 
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And  when  within  the  grave  we  lie, 

And  others  stand  within  these  halls, 

May  they  not  pass  unheeding  by, 

But  may  they  listen  as  it  calls, 

Listen  while  it  still  keeps  ticking, 

Slowly,  slowly,  sadly  ticking, 
Now,  now,  yesterday  is  past! 

Now,  now,  it  still  keeps  ticking, 
And  this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  last 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  December,  1859. 


THE  LOST  BROTHER. 


BY  ELLEN  EMMONS. 


Moonlight  dances  o’er  the  waters 
Of  the  calm  and  slumbering  sea, 

On  whose  shore  a lovely  maiden 
Stands  and  watches  wearily. 

Gently  play  the  evening  breezes 
With  her  flowing  wavy  hair. 
Gorgeous  flowers  of  sweetest  fragrance 
Deck  her  brow  so  white  and  fair. 
Why  so  anxiously  and  lonely 
Waits  that  maiden  on  the  shore? 

She  is  watching,  watching,  watching 
For  the  barque  she’ll  see  no  more! 

’Tis  the  barque  her  noble  brother 
Launched  upon  the  stormy  sea, 

And  of  all  its  gallant  sailoi-s 
There  was  none  so  brave  as  he. 
Golden  dreams  of  fame  and  fortimc 
Charme<l  him  from  his  quiet  home, 
From  his  young  devote^l  sister. 

On  the  raging  sea  to  roam. 

Now  80  anxiously  and  lonely 
Waits  that  maiden  on  the  shore — 
She  is  watching,  watching',  watching 
For  tlie  baiTiuc  she’ll  see  no  more! 
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Must  that  brave  ami  youthful  brother 
Never  sec  Ins  homo  nf^ain? 

Mu.st  that  fair  ami  gentle  sister 
Wait  for  his  return  in  vain? 

Yes,  in  vain  ; for  he  rejwses 
Far  below  the  rolling  surge, 

While  the  wave  in  plaintive  inusie 
Nightly  sings  his  mournful  dirge ! 
Still,  80  anxiously  and  lonely, 

Waits  that  sister  on  the  shore — 

She  is  watching,  waUhing,  watching 
For  the  banjuc  she’ll  sec  no  more! 
roR  THK  Blind,  January,  1859. 


THE  CHILD’S  DllKAM. 


I dreamed  of  Heaven,  that  bright  abode, 
Which  darkness  never  veils  ; 

Whore  joy  and  gladness  never  cease, 
And  sin  no  more  prevails  ; — 

Wliere  angels  with  their  golden  harps 
Praise  Him  who  reigns  on  high, 

Whose  love  for  us  will  never  cease, 
Whose  power  can  never  die  ! 

I dreamed  tliat  round  the  throne  of  God 
There  (lowcil  a crystal  stream, 

O’er  whose  calm  waters  came  no  storm, 
Nor  fading  sunset  gleam. 

And  from  this  clear  and  flowing  stream 
Legions  of  angels  drank  ; 

And  then  they  stood  with  one  accord, 
And  praised  upon  its  bank. 

I watched,  and  heard  at  God’s  command 
The  holy  angels  sing, 

All  glory,  honor  be  to  Him 

Who  reigns,  our  Heavenly  King  ! 

To  Him  wlio  sits  upon  the  throne. 

Who  reigns  o’er  all  the  earth, 

Who  gives  new  light  to  every  soul. 

And  blesses  from  our  birtli. 
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The  stream  made  music  as  it  flowed 
Around  our  Maker's  throne, 
Wliile  with  it  blended  angel  songs 
E’en  sweeter  than  its  own. 

And  while  I list  these  angel  songs. 

And  watch  the  flowing  stream, 

1 wake  within  my  little  couch. 

And  find  it  but  a dream  1 
Institution  toe  tuf.  Bj.ind,  May,  Ifcfi'J. 
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FIFTEENTH  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky ; 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  l)enevolent  Institution 
intrusted  to  them  by  the  State  is,  under  the  favor  of  I’rovidence  and 
the  fostering  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  a highly  prosperous 
condition,  and  fulfilling,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  the  [diilan- 
thrnpic  designs  of  its  founders,  by  cul’ivating  the  physical,  intellectual, 
and  moral  powers  of  the  blind  cliihlren  .and  youth  of  the  State,  and 
preparing  them  for  lives  of  industry,  usefulness,  and  happiness. 

The  lives  of  all  the  inmat(!s  of  the  Institution  have  been  |)reservcd 
during  the  last  two  years,  .and  l)ut  a single  case  of  severe  illness  has 
occui'ied  among  the  pupils  since  the  last  Biennial  Report  was  presented 
to  the  General  Assernblj'. 

1 his  Institution  was  founded  by  the  State  of  Kentucky  at  tlte  com- 
mencement of  the  year  18'12,  nearly  twenty  years  ago.  During  that 
entire  period  only  three  pupils  h.ave  been  removed  from  the  Institution 
by  death;  the  rate  of  mortality  l)eing  one  third  of  one  percent.,  and 
less  than  in  .any  other  benevolent  State  Institution  with  which  we  are 
acqmiinted.  This  favorable  result  will  appear  more  remarkable  when 
it  is  remembered  that  very  few  of  the  ]iu|)ils  enjoy  vigorous  health  at 
the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  institution;  partly  because  the 
influences  that  ))roduce  blindness  generally  affect  unfavorably  the 
entire  system  of  the  patient,  and,  more  especially,  because  blind  chil- 
dren and  youth  .arc  by  the  privation  of  vision  debarred  from  much  of 
the  salutary  .active  e.xercisc  which  is  so  eagerly  sought  .and  highly 
enjoyed  by  those  who  are  favored  with  the  sense  of  sight. 

Of  the  three  pupils  of  this  Institution,  whose  decease  it  has  been 
our  jiainful  duty  to  report  at  different  times,  the  first  was  alllicfed,  at 
the  time  of  her  admission  into  the  Institution,  \A  ith  an  incurable  dis- 
ease. which  prevented  her  from  entering  the  school  rooms,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  resulted  in  death;  the  second  died  in  the  annual  vacation; 
and  the  third  contracted,  in  the  country  during  vacation,  a disease 
which  terminated  fatally  soon  alter  her  return  to  the  Institution. 

^Vhile  the  loss  of  these  three  loved  jiupils  is  sincerely  lamented,  it 
becoinc.s  us  to  .acknowledge  wath  profound  gr.atitude  the  kindness  of 
that  1‘rovidcnce.  that  has  watched  over  the  Institution  for  twenty  years, 
and  granted  to  its  inmates  the  remarkable  exem|ition  from  disease  and 
death  which  the.  Trustees  have  lieen  permitted  to  report  from  vear  to 
year. 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  in  the  year 
18(>()  was  .hi);  17  males  and  fkl  female.s.  In  eleven  months  of  the  year 
18G1  the  number  has  been  42  ; 12  males  and  30  females. 
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The  number  of  pupils  at  present  is  less  than  usual,  on  account  of 
the  invasion  of  the  Southern  part  of  Kentucky  by  the  Confederate 
armies.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  none  of  the 
pupils  who  reside  in  that  section  have  returned  to  the  Institution,  nor 
have  any  new  pupils  been  received  from  that  part  of  the  State,  although  ! 
several  had  made  application  for  admission  before  the  session  com-  i 
menced.  , 

The  general  deportment  of  the  pupils  is  worthy  of  high  commenda- 
tion. They  are,  with  few  exceptions,  amiable,  cheerful,  docile,  and 
studious,  and  ever  manifest  a lively  interest  in  the  various  exercises 
of  the  school. 

The  course  of  study  continues  the  same  as  in  former  years,  embrac- 
ing reading,  orthography,  writing,  English  grammar,  history,  arithme- 
tic, algebra,  geometry,  Latin  and  French  languages,  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  and  other  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  the 
best  academies  of  the  State. 

All  the  pupils  who  have  been  connected  with  the  school  one  quar- 
ter can  read  the  Bible  and  other  books  printed  in  raised  letters,  and 
many  write  legibly  and  are  making  satisfactory  progress  in  the  other 
studies  of  the  course. 

At  the  close  of  the  annual  session  in  18G0,  Miss  Mary  J.  Weld,  who 
had  for  two  years  very  ably  and  satisfactorily  conducted  the  musical 
department  of  the  Institution,  presented  her  resignation,  and  Miss 
Augusta  Woodman,  a young  lady  of  rare  musical  powers  and  extra- 
ordinary fitness  for  the  position,  was  elected  teacher  of  music.  The 
interest  manifested  by  the  pupils  in  this  important  department,  and 
their  rapid  improvement,  furnish  abundant  proof  of  her  ability  and 
fidelity'. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  Miss  Marie  Woodman  | 
and  Miss  Georgiana  Harlow,  young  ladies  of  fine  natural  endowments 
and  high  cultivation,  were  elected  teachers,  and  they  give  promise  of 
great  usefulness  in  their  respective  departments. 

Miss  Ellen  Emmons,  the  blind  young  lady  to  whose  remarkable 
attainments  and  valuable  services  we  have  alluded  in  former  years, 
has,  during  the  last  two  y'ears,  given  such  aid  in  the  musical  depart- 
ment as  her  declining  health  would  permit,  and  several  of  the  most 
advanced  pupils  have  rendered  willing  assistance  in  the  instruction  of 
pupils  in  the  primary  department  of  the  Institution. 

A special  report  of  this  Board,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  Kentucky 
in  March  last,  in  response  to  a resolution  of  the  Senate,  is  appended 
to  this  report,  as  it  contains  important  information  in  regard  to  this 
Institution,  and  presents  a very  succinct  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Institution  during  the  first  nineteen  years  of  its 
existence.  I 


The  means  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  in  the  I 


years  18G0  and  18G1,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Attowfinco  for  State  pupil.'J,  jjaid  in  ItGU 

Annuiil  appropi iiition  in  

AUowunce  for  Stale  pupils,  paid  iu  ISGl 


$6,099  75 
3,000  00 
5,355  00 


Amount  carried  fortrard. 


$U,-i:>4  75 
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Amount  hronglit  forward 7^ 

Annual  npiiroprintion  in  1H61 3,000  00 

For  board  of  R.  Pike 40  00 


$17,494  75 

Balance  due  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report 1,204  73 


$16,290  09 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  years  1S60  and  1861,  hare 


been  ns  follows  ; 

Provisions,  groceries,  hay,  cows,  &c. $5,029  47 

Salaries  of  oflicers  and  teachers 4,837  60 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  gardener 2,000  25 

Medical  attcniiance  $105  j medicine,  $75  40  180  40 

Fuel,  $t<90  42  ; dry  goods  and  clothing,  $431  32  1 ,321  74 

Sho&s,  $75  95;  postage  and  advertising,  $44 119  95 

Maps,  books,  binding  of  books,  stationery,  slates,  and  printing 

special  report 530  18 

Piano  and  inelodeon 361  00 

Furniture,  hardware,  tin  ware,  table-ware,  lamps,  oil,  stoves,  and 

wagon 940  28 

Harnesses  and  repairs  of  same,  saddle,  repairs  of  carriage,  wagon, 
cart,  and  plow,  horse-shoeing  and  other  iron  work,  and  medical 

attention  to  horses 267  50 

Grass  seed,  garden  seed,  and  potatoes 4r(  20 

Rent  of  pasture  and  garden  1859,  i860,  and  1861 670  00 

Wages  of  mechanical  teacher  and  materials  for  mattresses  and 

brooms  for  Institution 278  10 

Conveyance  of  pupils  to  church,  &c. 177  00 

Lot  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  &c.,  &c 322  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  pupils,  and  expenses  of  exhibition  before 

Legislature 262  00 

Insurance  on  building  1860  220  00 

17,565  67 


Balance  against  the  Institution $1,275  65 


I’he  receipts  and  expenditures  for  building  purposes,  and  other 
improvements,  during  the  last  two  years,  have  been  as  follows : 


Special  appropriation  in  1860 $15,000  00 

Balance  at  date  of  last  report 4,083  57 


Paid  Donaly  and  Strader  & Hart  for  boilers  and  6tting  up  laun- 


dry, scullery,  bath  rooms,  wiish-rooras,  water  closets,  force-pump, 

ic.,  Ac $1,700  03 

Paid  Mitchell  & Gathright  for  iron  tanks,  Ac. 416  71 

Paiil  O’Brien  & Boll  for  plastering 2,044  46 

Paid  Davis  A Story,  Breeden,  Dii,  Munn,  Young,  Ferguson,  and 

McClaran,  for  lumber 2,080  03 

Paid  carpenters 2,4116  27 

Paid  J.  Sackstedor  for  painting,  Ac 425  00 

Paid  Green  A Richards  for  tin  rooOng  ... 425  10 

Paid  for  repairing  roof,  Ac. 123  GO 

Paiil  for  iron  work  .and  expre.ssage 94  411 

Paid  McBride  A Deally  for  hardware 234  50 

Paid  for  cistern,  stone,  and  brick  work. 334  20 

Paid  for  insurance,  1861 220  00 

Paid  for  fruit  atid  shade  treat  and  grading 149  32 


$19,083  57 


10,653  69 


Leaving  a balance 


$8,129  95 


The  work,  executed  since  the  last  biennial  report  was  presented  to 
the  Legislature,  includes  a large  amount  of  lumber;  all  the  joiner’* 
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work  of  the  concert  hall  ; all  the  rooms  and  passages  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  stories  ; twelve  small  rooms  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  stories, 
and  three  flights  of  stairs;  the  plumber’s  work  in  the  dining-room, 
laundrj',  scullery,  bath-rooms,  and  water  closets;  three  cold  and  hot 
water  iron  tanks,  containing  eighty  barrehs ; boilers’  force  ])ump,  gas 
pipe,  hardware,  cistern,  stone  work,  the  painting  of  all  the  rooms  and 
passages  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  stories,  six  rooms  in  the  first,  second, 
and  third  stories,  the  roof,  cupolas,  and  cornice  of  the  edifice,  repairs, 
grading,  and  the  planting  of  shade  and  fruit  trees. 

The  unexpended  portion  of  the  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  main  building,  the  erection  of  a work-shop,  and  the  purchase  of  an 
organ,  will  be  sufficient  for  those  purposes. 

JMr.  Patten,  who  so  successfully  conducted  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ings and  the  improvement  of  the  grounds  from  the  commencement  of 
the  work,  has  continued  to  direct  these  important  operations  in  such 
a manner  as  to  secure  the  highest  approval  of  the  Board.  Under  his 
constant  supervision  the  entire  work  has  been  executed  in  the  most 
faithful  manner  and  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  a bi  ief  allusion  to  the  loss  of 
one  who,  for  the  last  few  years,  has  been  prominently  associated  with 
us  in  the  management  of  this  Institution,  and  who',  since  our  last 
report  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  has  been  removed  from 
his  earthly  labors  to  his  Heavenly  reward.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
histoi'y  of  the  Institution,  it  is  the  painful  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  report 
the  removal,  by  death,  of  one  of  their  number.  John  Milton,  Esq.,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution, 
departed  this  life  near  the  close  of  the  year  ISfiO.  To  this  Institution, 
and  to  the  various  other  benevolent  institutions  of  which  he  was  an 
honored  manager,  the  loss  of  this  estimable  man  has  created  a void 
not  easily  filled.  His  accurate  and  ready  judgment,  his  un.vavering 
integrity,  his  unsullied  honor,  his  lively  sy.’npathy,  his  wonderful  amia- 
bility, his  untiring  benevolence,  his  earnest  and  humble  piety',  and  all 
the  lovely  and  noble  qualities  that  adorned  his  character,  rendered  him, 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  a most  remarkable  man.  In  all  his  numerous 
and  onerous  duties  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  to  the  Tru.^tees  of  this 
Institution  the  aid  of  his  clear  and  vigorous  intellect,  and  lo  the  oflicers 
and  pupils  his  kindly  sympath}^  and  valuable  counsel ; and  the  Institu- 
tion ever  retained  a high  place  in  his  affections  until  the  time  of  his 
lamented  death.  He  labored  not  for  human  praise  nor  any  earthly 
rewiird,  and  his  record  is  in  Heaven;  but  we  could  do  no  less  than 
render  this  humble  tribute  to  his  memory. 


Uespectfully  submitted, 


^V.  F.  BULLOCK, 
T,  S.  BELL, 
BLAND  BALLARD 
W.  B.  BOULEY, 


Kentuckv  Institution  fob  tub  Blind,  Louisville,  December  10,  1801. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIRECTOR  AND  PRINCIFAL  TEaCIIRM. 

Miss  AUGUSTA  J.  WOODMAN, 

TEACHER  or  MDSIO. 

Miss  MARIE  WOODMAN, 

TEACHER. 

Miss  GEORGIANA  M.  HARLOW, 

TSACtnnE 

Mrs.  MARY  II.  PARIS, 

UATROIf. 

ROBERT  C.  IIEWETT,  M.  D., 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I860. 


KAMES. 

Lliza  L.  Allen,  - 
Martha  .1.  Arnold, 
Jacob  Bogard,  - 
Mary  J.  Buckner,  - 
Elizabeth  J.  Clay, 
Mai'tha  Clay, 
William  H.  Clay, 
Mary  Cline,  - 
Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 
Eliza  Davis,  - 
William  Day,  - 
Michael  Dorr, 
Frances  Dupuy, 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Michael  Glynn, 
Cynthia  A.  Green, 
Elizabeth  Green, 
Catherine  Hardin, 
Elizabeth  Harry, 
Timothy  Hartill,  - 
Th  omas  Hazlep, 
Elizabeth  Henning, 
Daniel  E.  Hoskins, 
Nancy  Hoskins, 
Edward  E.  Martin, 
Clara  Mattingly,  - 
Reuben  McClanahan 
Florence  Miller, 
Mary  Miller, 

Jo.seph  B.  Mitchell, 
Frances  Moorman, 
Isaac  S.  Morris, 
Simeon  Bey  ton, 
Georgiana  Borter,  - 
John  Borter, 

Virginia  Borter,  - 
Nancy  Brewitt,  - 
Julia  Burnell, 

2 


RESIDEXCE. 

- Larue  county. 
Franklin  county. 

- Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 

- Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 

- Johnson  county. 
Jefierson  county. 

- Calloway  county. 
J..ouisville. 

- Russellville. 
Daviess  county. 

- Rowan  county. 
Covington. 

- Henry  county. 
Louisville. 

- Barren  county. 
Franklin  county. 

- Franklin  county. 
Daviess  county. 

- Hickman  county. 
Louisville. 

- Breckinridge  county 
Louisville. 

- Estill  county. 

Estill  county. 

- Boone  county. 
Louisville. 

- Logan  county. 
Loui.sville. 

- Louisville. 
Owensboro. 

- Owensboro. 
Frankfort. 

- Lincoln  county. 
Louisville. 

- Louisville. 
I..oui8ville. 

- Russell  county. 
Maysville. 
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msTrrnTioN  for  the  blind. 


Rebecca  Rogers, 
Mary  J.  Saddler,  - 
Anastatia  Stafford, 
Mary  E.  Stafford,  - 
John  Summers,  - 
Martha  Swope, 
William  G.  Taylor, 
Minnie  Troendle,  - 
Adeline  Wildes, 


- Fayette  county. 
Jefferson  county. 

- Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 

- Elizabethtown. 
LaGrangc. 

- Clarke  county. 
Louisville. 

- Louisville. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  Ig6l 


NAMES. 

Eliza  L.  Alien,  - 
Martha  .1.  Arnold,  - 
Elizabeth  J.  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 

M illiam  II.  Clav, 
Mary  Cline,  - ' - 

Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 

Eliza  Davis,  - 
Willi  am  Day,  - 
Michael  Dorr, 

Ellen  Emmons,  - 
Michael  Glynn, 
Calherine  Hardin, 
Elizabeth  Harry,  - 
Timothy  Hartill, 
Thomas  Hazlep, 
Elizabeth  Henning,  - 
^yilliam  Holsclaw, 
Nancy  Hoskins, 
Edward  E.  Martin, 
Clara  Mattingly, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Florence  Miller, 

Mary  Miller,  - 
Joseph  P.  Mitchell,  - 
Frances  Moorman, 
Celoza  d’Ouville, 
Marie  d’Ouville,  - 
Georgiana  Porter, 
V'iiginia  Porter,  - 
John  Porter, 

Nancy  Prewitt, 

Julia  Purnell,  - 
Rebecca  Rogers,  - 
Mary  J.  Saddler, 

John  Summers, 

Martha  Swope, 

Minnie  IVoendlc,  - 
Naomi  Wells,  - 
Adeline  Wildes,  - 


nESlDENCE. 

- Larue  county. 
Franklin  county. 

- Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 

- Johnson  count}'. 
Jelier  son  county. 

- Calloway  county. 
Louisville. 

- Ru.ssellville. 

Daviess  county. 

- Row  'an  county. 
Covington. 

- Louisville. 

Rarren  county. 

- Daviess  county. 
Hickman  county. 

- Louisville. 
Breckinridge  county. 

■ Louisville. 

Louisville. 

• Estill  county. 

Boone  county. 
Louisville. 

Logan  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Owensboro. 

Owensboro. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

I^ouisville. 

Louisville. 

Russell  countv. 
Maysville. 

Fayette  comity. 
Jolierson  counly. 
Elizabethtown. 
I^ailrange. 

Loui.sville. 

llarrodsburg. 

Louisville. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion for  twenty  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
instruction  of  those  children  who  are  blind,  and  for  those  whose  sight 
is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such  children,  of 
suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated 
at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a State  school,  equally  free 
to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  seeing 
pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable  them 
to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institution. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches  of 
learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children 
of  Kentucky.  Pupils  from  other  States  pay  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  a year. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  .luly.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  new  pupils 
will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-otRee  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce 
M.  Patten,  who  will,  at  any  time,  cheerfully  communicate  any  neces- 
sary information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 


SPECIAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  of  Kentucky : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  ot  the  Senate,  adopted  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1801,  present  a statement  of  all  the  money  received  from  the 
State,  from  paying  pupils,  from  benevolent  individuals,  anil  fiom  all 
other  sources,  each  year,  from  the  origin  ot  the  Institution  in  184-  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1800;  of  the  uses  to  which  the  same  has  been 
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applied  ; of  tlie  annual  expense  to  the  State  of  each  pupil;  and  of  the 
percentage  of  deaths  among  the  pupils. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  income  of  the  Institu- 
tion from  all  sources,  each  year,  and  the  total  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  nineteen  years.  The  expenses  of  some  years  differed  consid- 
siderabl}'  from  the  receipts  of  those  years  as  presented  in  the  table,  and, 
sometimes,  especially  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  school,  there  wasj 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  a balance  against  the  Institution,  for  which  it 
was  iiecessar^'  to  anticipate,  in  pa”t,  the  income  ot  the  eiisuinfj^  year. 
The  table  does  not  include  any  receipts  or  expenditures  since  the  first 
of  January,  1861. 

The  expenditures  for  land  and  buildings  include,  of  course,  the  cost 
of  the  land  on  Broadway  and  the  buildings  erected  thereon,  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  year  1851,  as  well  as  the  co.st  of  the  land 
and  buildings  on  Main  street,  now  occupied  by  the  Institution.  The 
land  was  selected  and  the  plans  of  the  buildings  approved  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  a board  of  commissioners  appointed  by 
act  of  the  Legislature. 


Financial  S/alemenl. 


YEARS. 

Frf-m  State  fo 
ordinin*  ex- 
penses. 

•y  c 5 ^ 

- rt  o 

« Qa 

^ 2 

E — a,  a 

p fc  '5  -5  " 
o a 

1 

, Paying  pupils. 

Donations. 

Totnl  income. 

No.  of  pupils. 

in 

S 

a 

1842.... 

$775  no 

1843.... 

1 ,612  50 

$70  ,00 

170  00 

'1*842  50 

19 

Is44 

2,569  42 

*5,. 370  .58 

279  00 

37  25 

8,256  25 

22 

1845 

2,362  25 

4,901  80 

482  45 

643  35 

8,389  85 

lc*46 

3,2r6  23 

2,295  43 

704  00 

78  10 

6,363  76 

38 

1847 

2,480  40 

75  00 

850  00 

67  50 

3,472  90 

44 

1 

le48 

6,. 554  83 

1,558  .50 

36  on 

70  00 

8,219  .33 

38 

j 5‘4y 

2,844  99 

83  00 

375  on 

.3,302  99 

38 

1 850 

5,647  .35 

282  38 

100  00 

5 00 

6,034  73 

43 

1851 

5,719  40 

554  93 

10  00 

6,281  .33 

35 

1852 

6,241  96 

10,500  00 

135  00 

16,876  96 

41 

1853 

7,3.58  15 

7 358  1 5 

1 

1854... 

6,075  83 

20,000  00 

26  075  83 

3(1 

18,55.... 

5,911  65 

6,648  35 

1.50  00 

12,710  00 

38 

1 

7,. 595  .30 

15,000  00 

270  00 

22,865  .30 

5P 

ls57 

8,371  51 

5,000  00 

•500  00 

13,871  .50 

1 

1858 

9,638  35 

7,. 500  00 

17,138  35 

1859.... 

8,9.39  65 



ft  OrU)  fi5 

5J 

I860.... 

9,099  75 

10,000  00 

19 ’,099  75 

50 

Total. 

$103,074  51 

$89,769  97 

$3,191  45 

$2,463  70 

$198,499  63 

744  I 

3 

Deduct  present  value  of  land,  buildings,  and  other  property 94,000  00 


74I)$104,499  6.3 


•Donaietl  in  book.4. 


$140  45 
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Of  the  entire  amount  veceivcti  from  all  sources,  the  sum  of  §89,769 
97,  ha.s,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  reniuirements  of  the  Legislature, 
been  expended  in  the  ))urchase  of  land,  and  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  ; and  the  remainder  has  been  expended 
in  provisions,  clothing,  furniture,  salaries,  wages,  books,  maps,  globes, 
and  other  school  apparatus,  pianos,  organ,  melodeons,  and  other  musi- 
cal instruments,  medical  attendance  and  medicines,  traveling  expenses 
of  pupils  and  agents,  rent  of  land  and  buildings,  horses,  cows,  carts, 
carriages,  stable  expenses,  repairs,  printing,  insurance,  and  many  items 
not  strictly  belonging  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  such  an  institution. 
The  details  of  these  expenditures  have  been  presented  to  the  Legisla»- 
turc  in  the  annual  and  biennial  reports  of  the  Institution,  and  tho 
vouchers  deposited  with  the  State  Auditor. 

This  Institution  is  strictly  a State  institution.  It  is  without  endow- 
ment, and  entirely  dependent  upon  the  State  for  support.  It.s  build- 
ings, grounds,  furniture,  apparatus,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it, 
are  the  property  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  An  examination  of  the 
foregoing  table  will  show  that,  making  a proper  allowance  for  the 
present  value  of  the  property  of  the  Institution  belonging  to  the  vState, 
the  av'erage  annual  expense  of  supporting  and  educating  each  pupil 
in  this  school  has  been  oar,  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

In  order  to  appreciate  fullj'  the  economy  which  has  conlined  the 
expenses  of  the  Institution  within  so  narrow  limits,  it  is  neces.sary  to 
take  into  account  the  extraordinary  expenses  required  in  a school  for 
the  blind.  Books,  maps,  globes,  and  all  kinds  of  educational  appara- 
tus for  the  blind,  are  exceedingly  expensive.  A Bible  printed  in  the 
ordinary  manner  for  the  seeing  can  be  purchased  for  thirty  mils ; a 
Bible  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind  costs  nearly  as  many  do'turs ; and 
yet  the  Bible  is,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  the  cheapest  book  ever  print- 
ed for  the  blind.  A slate  for  a seeing  jiupil  can  be  bought  for  a few 
cents ; a good  slate,  with  the  necessary  figures,  prepared  for  the  blind, 
costs  ten  nr  lirclvc  dollars  An  ordinary  map,  wliich  can  be  purchased 
for  /oiir  or  y/uc  f/n//nr,s’,  will,  when  properly  adapted  to  the  blind,  cost 
sixty  or  seventy  dollars.  Cl  lubes,  and  all  other  apparatus  for  the  blind, 
are  propoi'tionally  exjtensivc.  Not  only  are  book.s  for  the  blind  very 
costly,  but  the  raiseil  letters  being  continually  subjected  to  tho  pressure 
of  the  pupils’  lingers,  soon  become  obliterated,  and  the  books  must  be 
replaced  by^  others.  As  music  is  a necessary  branch  in  (he  education 
of  the  blind,  pianos,  organs,  .and  other  musical  instrHmcnt.s  must  be 
procured  and  kept  in  repair  at  great  expense.  The  necessity  for 
instructing  the  blind  in  various  meclianical  arts  subject.s  the  Institution 
to  the  expense  of  erecting  woi  kshops,  purchasing  tools  and  raw  mate- 
rial.s,  iuid  emjjloying  teacher.s  of  nn  chanics.  In  schools  for  the  seeing, 
visible  illustrations  can  be  pie.Mcnted  at  the  same  moment  to  a large 
numtxu'  of  pupils.  In  a school  for  the  blind,  whenever  the  teacher 
employs  tangible  aj)|iaratus,  as  globes,  maps,  <liagrams,  Ac.,  he  must 
necessarily  address  hirnsidf  successively  to  every  pupil  ; consequently 
a school  ol  this  kind  requires,  in  the  intellectual  ibqnirtment.  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  pupils,  more  teachers  than  are  needed  in  any 
other  school. 
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Tliere  is,  moreover,  one  important  item  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
this  Institution  for  which,  we  believe,  no  similar  institution  in  the 
world  is  required  by  law  to  provide.  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  the  ollicers  of  the  Institution  are  authorized  to  present,  in 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  every  graduate  of  the  school,  a 
copy  of  the  Bible  in  raised  letters,  and  other  books,  amounting  to 
twenty-five  dollars.  To  make  these  donations  to  all  the  pupils  con- 
nected with  the  school  at  the  present  time,  will  subject  the  Institution 
to  an  outlay  of  twelve  hundred  dollars.  No  special  provision  has  ever 
been  made  to  meet  this  expenditure;  but,  in  the  language  of  the  act 
of  the  Legislature  that  re(iuires  it,  “it  is  considered  and  accounted  as 
an  item  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution.” 

Only  three  pupils  have  been  removed  by  death  from  the  school 
during  the  nineteen  years  of  its  existence — making  the  percentage  of 
deaths  two  fi  fths  of  one  per  cent. 

There  are  in  the  Institution  no  paying  pupils.  All  the  blind  child- 
ren and  youth  of  Kentucky,  without  regard  to  their  pecutiiary  circum- 
stances, are,  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  now  admitted  into  the 
Institution  and  educated  as  Ij^ate  pupils.  In  the  earlier  years  of  the 
Institution  pupils  were  received  frotn  ftlissouri,  Indiana,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas,  but  all  those  States  have,  in  the  last  few  years, 
establislied  schools  for  the  blind  within  their  own  borders,  and  those 
pupils  have  been  returned  to  the  States  from  which  they  came. 

The  money  received  from  paying  pupils,  and  from  benevolent  indi- 
viduals, was  placed  in  the  treasury  to  aid  in  defraying  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Institution.  Every  dollar  received  has  been  faithfully 
devoted  to  the  benevolent  work  for  which  the  school  was  founded  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Patten,  who  has  ever  had  the  immediate  direction  of  all 
departments  of  the  Institution,  has  cordially  united  with  the  trustees 
in  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the  finances  of  the  Institution.  When 
invited  to  the  office  which  he  has  so  acceptably  filled  for  nineteen 
j'ears,  he  aceepted  it  at  a great  pecuniary  sacrifice  on  his  part,  and  has 
continued  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  that  responsible  office  at 
a salary  greatly  below  what  he  readily  commanded  before  he  was 
called  to  this  position. 

Several  of  the  undersigned  have  served  as  Trustees  of  this  Institu- 
tion from  its  origin  in  the  year  1812,  to  the  present  time;  and  arc 
therefore  enabled  to  speak  with  great  confidence  as  to  the  remarkable 
economy  that  has  ever  prevailed  in  it.s  management.  Every  item  oi 
expenditure  has  been  presented  to  the  Board  for  examination,  and  not 
a dollar  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  any  purimse  without  the 
approval  of  the  Board  and  the  indorsement  of  the  President. 

One  of  the  members  of  this  Board  has  not  only  performed,  for  nine- 
teen years,  his  duties  as  'I'rustce,  but,  for  several  years,  ho  attended 
gratuitously  every  case  of  sickness  among  the  pupils. 

For  all  their  long  and  arduous  services  in  behalf  of  the  blind  of 
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Kentucky,  the  Trustees  have  never  received,  nor  desired  to  receive, 
any  pecuniary  compensation. 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  ^ 

T.  S.  BELL,  1 

WM.  S.  BODLEY,  y Trustees. 

BLAND  BALLARD, 

R.  J.  BRECKINRIDGE,  J 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  March  20,  1861. 
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SIXTEENTH  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky ; 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  respectfully  present  their  sixteenth  report,  embracing  a period 
of  two  years,  comtnencing  December  16,  1861. 

The  lives  of  all  the  pupils  have  been  preserved  during  the  last  two 
years,  and  the  few  cases  of  illness  which  have  occurred  atnong  them, 
have  readily  yielded  to  the  means  employed  by  the  officers  of  the  in 
stitution. 

The  institution  has  been  in  existence  nearly  twenty-two  years,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  forty  pupils,  very  few  of  whom  enjoyed 
vigorous  health  at  the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  school ; and 
yet  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  that  only  three  of  the  pupils 
have  been  removed  by  death  from  the  institution  since  it  was  founded 
in  the  year  1842. 

The  remarkable  preservation  of  the  lives  and  health  of  the  pupils 
demands  renewed  expression  of  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  which 
has  watched  over  the  institution  for  so  many  years,  and  granted  to  its 
pupils  the  singular  exemption  from  disease  and  death  which  the  trus- 
tees have  been  permitted  to  report  from  year  to  year. 

No  efforts  are  wanting  to  improve  the  health  of  the  pupils  in  this 
school.  All  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  institution  are  judicious. 
The  site  of  the  building  is  one  of  the  most  healthful,  and  the  edifice 
itself  one  of  the  most  commodious  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  The 
dormitories  and  other  rooms  are  spacious,  well  ventilated,  and  neat; 
the  beds  are  cleanly  and  comfortable;  the  diet  is  plain,  plentiful,  va- 
ried. and  nutricious.  Daily  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  frequent 
bathing,  are  required  of  the  pupils.  A variety  of  agreeable  employ- 
ment, for  mind  and  body,  is  provided  for  all;  and,  in  cases  of  sickness, 
the  attention  of  kind  and  faithful  nurses,  and  of  the  most  skillful 
physicians,  is  promptly  secured,  and  the  pupils  are  constantly  sur- 
rounded with  all  the  conveniences,  comforts,  and  sympathies  of  a well- 
regulated  family. 

While  the  efforts  of  the  officers  of  this  institution  have  been  so  sin- 
gularly successful  in  protecting  the  pupils  from  disease  and  death,  we 
regret  to  report  that  a vastly  greater  proportion  of  the  self-denying 
officers,  too  unmindful  of  themselves  in  their  earnest  and  generous  de- 
votion to  their  pupils,  have  fallen  at  their  posts  while  actively  engaged 
in  their  arduous  work.  We  have,  in  former  years,  reported  to  the 
General  Assembly  the  death  of  a matron,  a teacher,  a trustee,  and  the 
wife  of  the  superintendent;  and  it  is  now  our  painful  duty  to  report 
the  death  of  another  teacher,  a graduate  of  this  institution,  who,  as  a 
pupil  and  a teacher,  was  lor  many  years  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 


4 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


meiits  of  the  school  and  of  the  afFlicted  and  interesting  class  to  which 
she  belonged.  Miss  Ellen  Emmons,  a teacher  of  music  in  this  institu- 
tion, departed  this  life  on  the  l.'jth  day  of  F bruary,  1802.  An  obitu- 
ary notice,  which  appeared  editorially  in  the  Louisville  Journal  a few 
days  after  her  death,  and  a biographical  sketch,  written  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Institution,  and  read  at  her  funeral,  are  appended  to 
this  report. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  institution  continues  the  same  as  in  for- 
mer years,  embracing  reading,  orthography,  writing,  geography,  | 
English  grammar  and  analysis,  Latin,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  [ 
history,  astronomy,  physiology,  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and 
other  brancties  of  learning  usualh'  taught  in  the  best  academies  and 
high  schools  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Otis  Patten,  who  was  connected  with  this  institution  as  a teach- 
er during  the  first  eleven  years  of  its  e.'iisfence,  has,  alter  an  absence 
of  ten  years,  returned  and  resumed  the  duties  of  the  office  which  he 
resigned  in  the  year  1853.  He  has,  for  the  last  four  years,  had  charge 
of  the  Arkansas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  which  was  suspended  in  Sep-  j 
tember  last  on  account  of  the  financial  difficulties  in  that  State,  result- 
ing from  the  civil  war  which  is  so  fatal  to  all  the.  institutions  in  most  of  | 
the  States  of  the  South. 

jMiss  Georgia  M.  Harlow,  one  of  the  teachers  of  whom  favorable 
mention  was  made  in  the  last  report  of  the  institution,  continue.s  to  j 
discharge  the  important  duties  of  her  office  with  the  greatest  ability  | 
and  fidelity^,  and  merits  the  unqualified  approval  of  all  the  friends  of 
the  institution.  j 

Miss  .Marie  Woodman,  at  the  end  of  the  annual  session  in  1802,  with  i 
health  somewhat  impaired,  felt  it  to  be  her  duty  to  resign  the  olfi-'.c  of 
teacher  which  she  had  filled  with  the  greatest  honor  to  herself  and 
with  peid'ect  satisfaction  to  all.  The  finest  natural  endowments,  the 
highe.it  mental  culture,  and  an  unusual  aptness  to  teach,  rendered  this 
3nung  lady  one  of  the  most  acceptable  and  successiul  teachers  ever  ; 
conne.cted  with  the  school,  and  we  greatly  regreted  the  loss  ol  her 
' alutible  services. 

The  pl.ace  vaoateil  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Woodman,  was  filled 
bv  the  appointment  of  .Miss  Emma  1.  D.iyq  a young  laily  ol  fine  genius, 
of  e.'ttensive  littM-iiry  attainments,  of  great  ttbility  as  a teacher,  and  of 
e.arnost  devotion  to  the  pupils  and  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

The  institution  i.s  under  the  ileepest  obligiitions  to  Miss  Day  .and  .Miss 
Harlow,  not  only  for  the  faithful  performance  of  till  their  dutie.s  as 
teachers,  but  tor  important  e.'itraoi'dinary  services  in  the  severe  trials 
through  which  the.  institution  passed  in  the  latter  part  ol  the  year  1802. 

In  all  the  diliicultie.s  and  dangers  of  that  memorable  year,  these  teach-  ; 
ers  ever  manifested  vigihance,  fearlessness,  energy,  fidelity,  ;md  lor- 
getfulness  of  sell,  that  are  above  all  praise,  and  that  rendered  their 
services  truly  invaluable. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  school  in  the  year  I8(i2,  was  .?.>  , 10  ' 

males  and  25  fem.ales.  The  numlier  in  the  year  l8(>3  has  boon  12,  13  1 

males  and  2t)  females. 

Tlie  average  number  of  pupils  in  the  five  years  immediately  preeeil- 
ing  the  commencement  ot  the  rebellion  in  the  South,  was  5(1.  1 ho 

average  number  dui'ing  the  last  three  years  has  been  10 — a decrease 
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of  iTinro  limn  twontj'-oight  per  cent,  since  the  commeiicement  of  tlie 
rebellion. 

'I  bis  (lecrense  was  to  be  anticipated  as  the  direct  and  necessary 
conse([uence  of  the  rebellion.  Situated' in  the  very  centre  of  a dis- 
tracted country,  and  in  a Sttite  which  has  beini  the  theatre  of  war,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  thtit  the  institution  would  wholly  tivoid  loss,  if 
it  escaped  annihibttion.  Beyond  the  decrease  in  the  tiuniberof  pu|)il3 
the  institution  suli’ered  no  very  serious  injury  during  the  lirst  eighteen 
months  of  the  w:ir.  But  at  the  end  of  that  period,  ttnd  for  months  fol- 
lowing, the  school  was  subjected  to  many  severe  trials.  W hen  Louis- 
ville Wits  threatened  by  the  rebel  forces  under  tJeneral  Bragg,  the 
grounds  and  building  of  the  institution  were  occupied  by  Federal  sol- 
diers, and  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  them.  And  scarcely  had 
they  been  restored,  and  the  exercises  ol’  the  school  commenced,  when 
Dr.  .1.  F.  Head,  the  .Medical  |)irector  iit  lamisville  iit  the  instattce,  we 
believe,  of  his  assistatif.  Dr.  M.  Cloldsmith,  lormed  the  cruel  design  ol 
driving  the  bli nd  chi  (Ireti  from  their  home,  and  cttuvt'rting  it  into  a 
militiiry  hospital.  To  ell'ect  this  object  they  endeavoied  to  procure 
milititry  orders,  but  faib'd.  The.  lamented  (leneral  .\idson,  who  was 
theti  in  command  of  tint  Federal  forces  in  Kentucky,  tiot  otily  refu-sed 
to  sanction  sm  b use  of  the  building,  but  positively  forbadi'  it.  Sctirce,- 
ly,  howevt'f,  htid  (;('neral  Nelson  lallen,  when  these  heartless  doctors 
again  set  ttbout  their  work;  and  they  thtm  accomplished,  by  tin  artl'ul 
stiatagem,  what  they  had  before  tind  would  theti  have  f.iiled  to  accom- 
plish by  direct  appeal.  'I’hey  had  Uiore  than  once,  applied  to  General 
Boyle,  the  immedi.ate  commander  of  this  department,  for  authority  to 
conceit  the  buildings  of  the  institution  into  a hospital  ; but  their  ap- 
plication was  at  all  titties  denied.  Finally,  the  battle  of  Berryville 
cretited  a necessity  for  large  hospital  accommodations  ; and  they  ap- 
plied for  and  olitained  from  Getieral  Wright,  tiuthority  to  use  any 
liuilding  suitable  for  hospital  piirp  ses  in  Louisville  or  its  vicinit}' 
TTnder  this  gimeral  authority,  which  was  never  intended  to  authorize 
the  oecupjitioti  of  the  buildings  of  the  blind  school,  and  authority  lor 
the  occupation  of  which,  we  believe,  never  would  have  been  obtained 
under  a diiect  and  open  application,  the  medictil  director,  \r  ithout 
any  previous  notice  to  the  'I'l  ustees  oi- SuperintetuI  ent,  took  immediate 
possession  of  the  buildings  ; and  it  was  with  diliiculty  we  could  obtain 
from  him  permission  for  the  blind  children  to  remain  in  tiie  house 
twenty-four  hours,  until  another  house  could  be  found  to  accominodtite 
them,  or  any  time  whatever  to  remove  the  furniture  and  costly  appa- 
ratus of  the  institution.  l‘'ortunately,  we  soon  foiitid  :i  house,  which 
we  lea-^ed,  siiliicient  to  accommodate,  in  toler.able  comfort,  about  twen- 
ty of  the  pupils;  and  to  it  we  removed  smdi  ol'  the  furniture  jis  the 
medical  director  or  his  assistant  was  pleased  to  allow,  and  such  of  the 
pufiils  as  could  not  be  sent  to  their  homes.  * 

The  'rriistecs,  persontilly  and  in  writing,  remonstrated  with  Dr. 
Head  aL^ainst  this  use  of  the  buildings  of  the  institution.  They  point 
ed  him  to  the  United  States  ;\Jarine  I lospiial,  which  was  almost  entire- 
ly without  ptitients,  ;uid  wtis  likely  to  remaiti  so.  'I'liey  exhilited  to 
him  other  large  buildings,  which  they  believed  could  be  fitted  up  I'or 
hospitals  at  les.s  expense  than  the  buildings  of  tlie  institution.  They 
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pleaded  with  him  that  the  unfortunate  blind  were  objects  of  charity 
and  homeless  as  well  as  the  wounded  soldiers,  and  that  while  he  wbs 
clothed  with  authority  to  procure  other  accommodations  for  the  sol- 
diers, they  had  no  means  of  providing  for  the  blind  children  if  they 
were  driven  from  the  house  provided  for  them  by  the  State.  But  he 
was  as  deaf  to  their  remonstrances  as  he  was  heartless.  They  ihi  n ap- 
pealed to  General  Wright  to  restore  the  house  to  the  school  , but  the 
medical  director  and  his  assistant  had  anticipated  them,  and  had 
made  to  him  such  representations  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  a con- 
tinued occupation  of  the  building  as  a military  hospital,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  interfere  without  a personal  investigation  of  the  matter, 
which,  on  account  of  his  other  pressing  duties,  he  was  unable  to  make. 

The  trustees  therefore  appealed  to  the  War  Department  at  Wash- 
ington, and  then  promptly  came  an  order  that  the  buildings  be  vacated 
and  restored  to  them  immediately.  But  the  medical  director,  insti- 
gated by  his  assistant,  under  one  pretence  or  another,  evaded  an  exe- 
cution of  this  order  for  months,  and,  indeed,  endeavored  to  create  an 
apparent  necessitv  for  a continued  oocupation  of  the  building,  bv  send- 
ing to  it  other  patients  after  he  was  notified  of  the  order  of  the  War 
Department.  To  the  trustees  he  represented  that  some  of  the  patients 
could  not  be  removed  without  great  danger  to  life  ; and  the  trustees, 
under  the  cii’cumslances,  forbore  to  insist  on  an  immediate  execution 
of  the  order,  being  assured  that  the  building  would  be  vacated  as  soon 
as  the  sick  could  be  removed  from  it.  But  they  lound  the  medical  di- 
rector and  his  assistant  not  more  disposed  to  observe  his  promises  to 
them  than  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  it  was 
not  until  his  assistants  and  nurses,  without  a patient,  were  expelled 
from  the  building  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1863,  by  the  trustees, 
under  an  order  authorizing  them  to  use  a file  ol  soldiers  for  that  pur- 
poiiie,  ihnt  the  trustees  cliscov'ered  that  the  heartlesstiess  of  these  oifi 
cers  was  only  equalled  by  their  duplicity. 

The  school  returned  to  the  building  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1863; 
but  as  most  of  the  hospital  furniture  and  stores  rernained  in  it  until 
the  5th  day  of  June,  we  did  not  obtain  full  possession  ol  the 
until  that  time — more  than  seven  months  from  the  day  on  which  the 
school  was  driven  from  it. 

We  have  never  received,  nor  have  we  formally  demanded,  compen- 
sation lor  the  use  ol  the  building  while  occupied  as  a hospital,  nor  for 
the  injury  done  to  the  buildings  and  grounds.  Although  the  house 
was  first  occupied  under  an  order  which,  we  believe,  was  not  intended 
to  apply  to  it,  and  although  the  U.  S.  Government,  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  promptly  did  all  that  could  be  done  to  restore  U,  we  be- 
lieve the  .State  of  Kentucky  has  a just  claim  upon  the  D-  S Govern- 
ment for  compensation,  and  we  respectfully  submit  the  whole  matter 
to  the  consideration  and  direction  of  the  General  Assembly. 

After  the  return  of  the  pupils  and  olficers  of  the  institution,  under 
the  protection  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  to  the  house  Irom  which  they 
hud  been  for  nearly  five  months  excluded,  no  one  ventured  again  to 

molest  them.  i • ,u 

The  presence  of  military  encampments,  at  various  times  during  toe 
last  two  years,  on  the  lands  immediately  surrounding  the  inslitulion, 
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the  occupation  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  school  by  armed 
soldiers  and  by  hospital  patients,  the  destruction  of  the  lumber  and 
every  kind  of  movable  property  on  the  grounds,  and  in  the  outbuild- 
ings of  the  institution,  have  greatly  interferred  with  the  progress  of 
the  work  on  the  buildings,  and  with  the  operations  of  the  mechanical 
department  of  the  pupils,  and  rendered  it  advisable  to  postpone  to  the 
next  year  a part  of  the  work  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  main 
building,  the  erection  of  a workshop  for  the  male  pupils,  the  purchase 
of  an  organ  for  the  concert  hall  or  chapel,  and  the  erection  of  a per- 
manent fence  on  the  lot  of  the  institution. 

The  joiners’  work  on  all  the  rooms,  unfinished  at  the  date  of  our 
last  report,  has  been  completed ; anti  the  painting  has  been  finished  in 
all  parts  of  the  building  except  the  rooms  in  the  second  story. 

The  pupils  have  manufactured  and  renovated  a large  number  of 
mattresses  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  and  arrangements  have  re- 
cently been  made  to  enable  them  to  manufacture  mattresses  quite 
extensively,  in  a rented  building,  during  the  ensuing  year. 


Th«  balance  on  hand  at  the  date  of  last  report,  for  building  and  other  improTo- 

mentfi,  was $8,429  95 

Paid  for  lumber $586  14 

Paid  carpenters l,4dft  58 

Paid  for  painting 

Paid  for  plumbing,  castings,  locks,  lightning-rods,  Ac 441  94 

Insurance  in  1862 300  00 

Leaving  a balance 

The  means  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  in  the  years  1862  and  1863  have 
been  as  follows  : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils,  4th  <^unrter,  1861 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  in  1862  

Allowaoce  for  Slate  pupils  in  1863'. 

Stale  appropriation  in  1862  

Blaie  appropriation  in  1863  

Board  and  tuition  of  pupil  from  Tennessee 


Balance  against  the  institution  at  date  of  last  report.. 


3; 

,288 

50 

45 

1 1863  have 

$1, 

,225 

00 

4, 

,245 

00 

3, 

,626 

32 

3j 

,000 

00 

3 

,000 

00 

100 

00 

$15 

,196 

.32 

1 

,275 

65 

$13,920  67 


The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  institution,  for  the  years  1862  and  1863,  have 


been  as  follows: 

Provisions,  groceries,  cows  and  provender,  1862  $1,674  55 

Provisions,  groceries,  cows  and  provender,  1863  2,233  80 

Board  of  pupils  when  removed  by  order  of  Federal  officers 95  00 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  Ac.,  in  December,  1861 62  00 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  gardener,  Ac.,  in  1862  777  25 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  gardener,  Ac.,  in  1863  851  95 

Salaries  of  officers,  4lh  quarter,  1861  725  00 

Salaries  of  officers  in  1862  t,330  00 

Salaries  of  officers  in  1863  2,131  75 

Balnry  of  treasurer,  1862  and  1863  70  00 

Medical  attendance  in  1862  and  1863  55  50 

Medicines,  Ac  

Fuel 311 

Dry  goods,  Ac ^38  34 

Shoes  in  1862  and  1863  30  35 

Books,  musical  tablets,  and  writing  cards 66  75 

Sheet  CLasie,  muaical  initrutDenls,  and  tuning 79  07 

Lamps,  oil,  Ac 31  73 


Amounts  carried  forward $11,775  49 


$13,920  67 
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Amounta  brought  forward 

$11,775  49 
35  70 

227  80 

300  00 

CiiiTiage  of  jiupila  to  church,  1862  and  1863  

Runt  of  land,  1862  and  1863 

129  00 
400  00 
187  60 

Ilorecs,  shooing  of  horses,  saddle,  repairs  of  harness  and  carriage. 

241  05 
52  45 

Funeral  expenses  of  Ellen  Emmons 

Filling  entrenchmenl  and  repairing  fence 

44  00 
44  10 
160  20 

168  00 

Cleaning  house  after  removal  of  soldiers 

68  37 

$13,920  67 


$13,833  66 


Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer 


$87  01 


The  prices  of  labor,  provisions,  and  all  articles  consumed  in  the  in- 
stitution, have  very  greatly  advanced  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
the  institution  has,  moreover,  been  subjected  to  many  extraordinary 
expenses  on  account  of  the  occupation  of  the  building  by  soldiers  and 
hospital  patients;  and  yet,  under  the  judicious  management  of  the 
Superintendent,  the  expenditures  have  not  exceeded  the  income  of  the 
institution. 

Since  the  return  of  the  school  to  the  building  of  the  institution  in 
March  last,  the  number  of  pupils  has  more  than  doubled.  As  soon  as 
the  completion  of  the  building  shall  render  the  constant  presence,  of 
the  Superintendent  for  the  supervision  of  the  workmen  no  longer 
absolutely  necessary,  he  proposes,  in  case  the  present  degree  of  quiet 
shall  continue  in  Kentucky,  to  visit  those  section.s  of  the  State  not  yet 
visited,  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  education  of  the  blind  ; and  we 
may,  therefore,  anticipate  a considerable  addition  to  the  number  of 
pupils  during  the  coming  year. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  respectfully  commend  the  institution  to  the 
fostering  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  called  it  into  existence, 
and  wiiich  has  kindly  sustained  it  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time. 

W.  F.  BULLOCK, 

T.  S.  BELL, 

BLAND  BALLARD, 

W.  S.  BODLEY, 

Trustees. 

Kkntucky  Institution  for  tub  Blinb,  L'luisvillc,  December  31,  18U3. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIRECTOR  AND  I'RINCIRAL  TEACHER. 

Miss  GEORGIA  M.  HARLOW, 

TEACHER. 


Miss  EMMA  1.  DAT, 

TEACHER, 

OTIS  PATTEN, 

TEACHER. 

JOHN  HORN, 

TEACHER. 

MARY  CLINE, 

ELIZA  DAVIS, 

MARY  COSTELLO, 
ELIZA  L.  ALLEN, 


ASSISTANT  PUPILS. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  TUB  YEAR  18fi2. 


Blitabetb  J.  Cla;.., 
Martha  Claj... 

William  U.  Clay. . 

Mary  Cline 

Martha  A.  Coker.. 

Mary  Costello 

Elitabetb  Dale 

Elisa  Daris 

Michael  Dorr 

Elisabeth  Harry..... 
Timothy  Hartill.. 
Thomas  llaslep..., 
Elisabeth  Uenning.. 
William  W.  Holtsclaw, 

Nancy  Hoskins 

Edward  E.  Martin.. 

Clara  Mattingly 

Reuben  McClanahan 

Florence  Miller 

Mary  Miller... 

Joseph  P.  Mitchell. 
Loaisa  Monohan.... 
Fanny  C.  Moorman 
Celusa  d’OuTille  . 
Qeorgiana  Porter... 

John  Porter 

Virginia  Porter..... 

Nancy  Prewitt 

Julia  Parnell 

Rebecca  Rogers 

John  Summers 

Martha  Swope 

Minnie  Troendle.. 

Naomi  Wills 

Adeline  Wildes.... 


aiSIDBNCI. 
...Johnson  county. 
...Johnson  oounty. 
.Johnson  county. 
.LouisTille. 

..Calloway  oounty. 
.LonisTille. 

Russellville. 

Daviess  county. 

Covington.  * 

Hickman  county. 

Louisville. 

Breckinridge  eeuoty». 

.Louisville. 
.Louisville. 

.Kstill  county.. 
.Booneeounty.. 
.Louisville. 

.Logan  oounty. 

Louisville. 

.Louisville. 
.Owensboro. 
...Louisville. 
.Owensboro. 
..Louisville. 
..Louisville. 
.Louisville. 
.Louisville. 

.Russell  county. 
.Maysville. 

.Fayette  county* 

. Elisabethtown. 
.Lagrange. 

.Louisville. 
.Harrodabarg. 
.Louisville. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

Foil  THE  YEAR  1863. 


HAMES. 

Eliza  L.  Allen 

Lawson  Adaina 

Fannie  Bickers 

Charles  Bnrl>e(5 

Alice  Bradley 

May  I.  Carophcll 

Angelinc  Clark 

Mary  Clino 

Nannie-Cooper 

Mary  Costello 

Eliza  Davis 

James  Gr.  Green 

Kate  Hardin 

Elizabeth  Harry 

Timothy  Hartell  

Thomas  Ilazlep 

Rhoda  J.  Hill 

■William  W.  Iloltzclaw 

Henry  L.  Kidd 

Edward  E.  Martin 

Clara  Mattingly 

Reuben  McClanahan.. 

Mary  Miller 

Joseph  P.  Mitchell.... 

Louisa  Monoban 

Fannie  C.  Moorman  ... 
Joseph  M.  Morrison  .. 

Lucinda  Peggins 

G»*urgiana  Porter 

John  Porter 

Virginia  Porter 

Nancy  Prewitt 

Ju  ia  Purnell 

Rebecca  Rogers 

fiarah  C.  Roberts 

John  Summers 

Martha  Swope 

Zeuobia  Toms  

Minnie  Troondlo 

Mary  A.  Walker 

Susan  A.  Ward 

Naomi  WelU 


RRSIDBNCE. 

Laruo  county. 
.Paducah. 

.Perryville. 
.Louisville. 
.Nashville,  Tenn. 
.Louisville. 

.Butler  county . 
.Louisville. 

.Boone  county. 

,, Louisville. 

..Daviess  county. 
..Louisville. 

..Daviess  county. 
..Hickman  county. 
..Louisville . 
..Breckinridge  county 
..Campbell  county. 
...Louisville. 
...Lexington . 

...Boone  county. 
...Lmiisville. 

...Logan  county. 

...Louisville. 

...Owensboro. 

...Louisville. 

...Owensboro. 

...lliirriscn  county. 

...Owensboro. 

...Louisville. 

...Louisville . 

....Louisville. 

....RusselTcounly. 

....  Maysvillc. 
....Fayotto  county. 
....Harrison  county. 
....Elizabethtown. 
....Lagrange. 
....Washington  county 
....Louisville. 
....Louisville. 
....Nelson  county. 

....  Hnrrodsburg. 
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A L)  M I S S I 0 N 0 F P U P I L S . 


To  TiiK  Friends  of  the  Pi.ind  in  Kentucky: 

The  Kentiick\’  Institution  for  tlie  lilind  has  hern  in  successful  opera- 
tion, under  the  superintendence  of  the.  tiiidersif'ned,  for  nearly  twenty- 
two  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Le<rislature  of  Kentucky  for  the 
instruction  of  those  children  of  this  State  who  arc  blind,  and  for  those 
whose  sijrht  IS  so  imperfect  tliat  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such 
children,  of  suitable  age,  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  of  une.xcep- 
tionriblr  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  institution,  which  is  a State  school,  ecjually  free  to  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  institution. 

I he  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches  of 
learning. 

I he  Legislatui'e  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children 
of  Kentucky.  Pupils  from  other  States  pay  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  a year. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the.  ‘JOth  day  of  September 
and  terminates  on  the  l.'ith  day  of  .Inly.  It  is  very' desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  ncto  pupils 
will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

_ Pujiils  inust  come  provided  with  a full  supply  of  comfortable  cloth- 
ing, which  must  be  mitrked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  be  re- 
newed, from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Traveling  expenses 
to  and  from  the  institution  must  be  paid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends. 

I ersons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  .school  will  please  to  send 
the  name  age,  and  post-ofTice  address  of  the  applicant  to  the  undcr- 
signeil,  who  will,  at  all  times,  cheerfully  communicate  any  necessary 
information  pertaining  to  the  institution. 

B.  M.  PATTTFN, 

Instilulinn  for  the  Blind,  liouisviUe,  Ky. 
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[From  th«  LooisTiU«  Journal.] 


DEATH  OF  MISS  ELLEN  EMMONS. 


The  trustees,  teachers,  pupils,  and  friends  of  the  Kentuck}'  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  were  called  upon  last  Saturday  night  to  meet  one  of 
the  severest  afllictions  that  have  visited  that  noble  institution.  We 
allude  to  the  death  of  Miss  Ellen  Emmons,  who  had  been  an  inmate 
of  the  school  between  filteen  and  sixteen  years,  a small  portion  of  the 
time  simply  as  a pupil,  and  much  the  largest  portion  of  it  as  a teacher. 
Such  were  the  excellence  of  her  disposition  and  her  remarkable  gifts 
of  mind,  that  she  acquired  knowledge  more  as  a pastime  than  as  a 
labor.  Nature  had  endowed  her  with  graces  of  remarkable  excellence. 
She  was  a poet  in  the  best  sense  of  that  term,  and  she  has  rarely  been 
surpassed  in  her  sphere  of  music  as  a composer.  She  entered  the 
school  as  a little  child,  destitute  of  any  instruction,  but  she  speedily 
developed  gifts  of  such  rare  excellency  that,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  she  was  an  acceptable  teacher.  iShe  was  but  a child  when  the 
institute  building  was  burned  on  Broadway;  but  the  next  morning 
after  the  disaster  she  composed  a dirge  upon  the  calamity,  which  ha.s 
been  justly  admired  for  years.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
she  sang  this  beautiful  production  with  such  pathos  and  power  that 
members  of  the  Legislature  thanked  some  of  the  trustees  for  not  ask- 
ing for  all  the  money  in  the  treasury  as  an  appropriation  for  rebuilding, 
for  they  said  that  child  could  have  drawn  it  all.  A great  number  of 
gifts  were  bestowed  upon  her  as  tokens  of  affection,  and  she  cherished 
them  with  devotion.  Year  by  year  this  lovely  being  expanded  her  in- 
tellect, and  charmed  all  who  knew  her,  not  more  by  the  powers  of  her 
mind  than  the  loveliness  of  her  disposition.  We  have  seen  Catharine 
Hays  stand  over  this  child  while  at  the  piano,  and  weep  in  thinking 
that  such  rare  gifts  should  be  deprived  of  sight.  Thalberg  and  Stra- 
kosch  have  repeatedly  declared  that  they  had  rarely  heard  her  equal 
in  music.  When  Thalberg  visited  the  school,  Ellen  Emmons  composed 
in  a few  hours  a welcome  to  Thalberg,  which  was  performed  upon  his 
entrance  into  the  school  room.  It  drew  tears  from  the  heart  of  that 
great  artist,  and  he  found  it  difficult  to  tear  himself  away  from  the  in- 
stitution which  held  such  a gem  of  musical  knowledge,  and  of  the 
most  exquisite  taste.  Among  the  last  of  her  performances  in  instru- 
mental music,  was  on  the  occasion  of  General  Anderson’s  visit  to  the 
institution.  His  noble  virtues  as  a man,  apart  fro(n  all  military  fame, 
had  made  a deep  impression  upon  Miss  Emmons,  and  she  could  not 
forego  the  pleasure  of  doing  honor  to  him.  When  she,  through  weak- 
ness, staggered  in  her  walk  to  the  piano,  the  hero  of  Sumpter  sprang 
from  his  chair  and  hurried  to  her  assistance.  lie.  was  moved  to  tears 
in  witnessing  the  results  of  his  native  State  in  the  education  of  her 
blind.  He  seemed  as  if  he  could  not  tire  in  talking  of  Miss  Emmons. 
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But  this  was  common  to  all  who  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  knowing  hep.  Li 
We  have  known  her  intimately  from  the  da}^  of  hei*  admi.ssion  into  the  || 
school,  and  that  knowledge  has  been  a perpetual  joy.  Her  rare  Intel-  1^ 
ligence,  her  remarkable  mu.sical  gifts,  and  the  rare  lovcline-s  of  her  if 
character,  make  a knowledge  of  her  one  of  the  inestimable  treasures 
of  memory  One  of  the  rarest,  richest,  and  purest  of  the  bright  gems  J 
in  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  left  its  earthly  cabinet  for  M 
its  place  in  Heaven,  but  even  its  place  in  its  earthly  cabipet  is  not  all  H 
dark.  A sweet  halo  of  light  lives  in  all  memories  of  her.  , 

On  Monday  last  the  trustees,  officers,  and  pupils  of  the  blind  school  |i| 
joined  the  members  of  the  Christian  Church  in  paying  their  sad  tribute  li 
to  the  memory  of  Kllen  Emmons.  She  had  been  an  ardent  and  worthy  ll 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  j ears,  and  during  her  long  illness  i 
various  members  of  that  congregation  did  all  in  their  power  to  .soothe  !] 
the  sufferings  of  this  cherished  sister.  She  was  patient  and  uncora-  i, 
plaining  throughout  all  her  suffei-ings  ; but  she  feared  that  she  was  not  ii 
patient  enough.  She  said  to  the  writer  that  her  great  sorrow  was  that  t 
she  could  no  longer  use  her  instrument  nor  dictate  her  compositions.  | 
Alas!  that  such  gems  should  have  been  lost.  We  can  make  some  n 
estimate  of  their  value  from  our  knowledge  of  the  richness  of  those  f 
she  was  able  to  write  before  her  debility  overpowered  almost  every  t 
other  faculty  but  her  unconquerable  love  of  music.  j 

B.  M.  Patten,  Esq.,  the  superintendent  of  the  blind  school,  is  pre-  i. 
paring  a biographical  sketch  of  Miss  Emmons,  which  the  Rev.  D.  P. 
Henderson  lias  announced  he  will  read  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven  r 
o’clock,  at  the  Christian  Church.  For  this  reason  we  close  these  re-  t 
marks. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  in  his  new  work,  “Songs  in  Many  Keys,”  | 
seems  to  have  had  one  like  Ellen  Emmons  before  his  poetic  eve.  He  i 
sings  : 

Her  hands  are  cold;  her  face  is  white;  ; 

No  luoro  her  jiulscs  come  and  go; 

Her  eyes  are  shut  to  life  and  light;  i, 

Fold  the  white  vealuio,  snow  on  snow, 

And  lay  her  where  ihc  violets  blow.  j 

If  any,  born  of  kindlier  blood, 

Should  ask,  What  maiden  lies  below?  [' 

Bay  only  this:  A tender  bud, 

That  tried  to  blossom  in  the  snow,  ||. 

Lies  withered  where  the  violets  blow.  j 

All  that  was  mortal  of  Ellen  Emmons  now  reposes  in  the  beatifnl  lot  !l 
belonging  to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery.  * 
Those  who  knew  tier  will  scarcel}'  pass  that  ende.are  1 spot  without  I 
pausing  to  catch  inspiration  toward.s  a pure  life  of  holiness,  from  medi-  | 
tations  upon  her  bright  e,\ample. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  MISS  ELLEN  EMMONS. 


Miss  Ellen  Emmons  was  born  in  Clarke  county,  Ind.,on  the  24th  day 
of  May,  1840,  of  very  lowly  parentage,  and  in  early  childhood  was 
left  a penniless,  friendless,  sightless  orphan. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  she  was  found,  in  a state  of  great  destitu- 
tion, by  the  Director  ol  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  and  was  admitted  into  that  institution  as  a beneficiary  of 
her  native  State.  A few  months  later,  her  only  living  relative  having 
removed  to  Louisville,  Ellen  became  a beneficiary  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  Her  connection  with  the  institution  continued,  as  pupil  or 
as  teacher,  until  the  day  of  her  death,  Saturday,  February  15,  18()2, 
embracing  a period  of  more  than  fifteen  years. 

The  appearance  of  the  poor,  neglected,  blind  child  at  the  time  of 
her  transition  from  the  county  almshouse  to  the  benevolent  State  insti- 
tution which  was  ever  alter  to  be  her  happy  home,  gave  little  indica- 
tion of  the  mental  wealth  with  which  she  was  endowed,  little  promise 
ol  the  brilliant  luture  that  a\\'aited  her.  She  had  received  no  moral 
or  intellectual  culture  ; she  had  enjoyed  none  of  those  happy  home  in- 
fluences with  which  most  of  the  children  of  our  favorer!  land  are 
blessed,  but  she  was  not  slow  to  appreciate  and  improve  the  advan- 
tages of  her  new  position.  Hardly  a year  had  passed  away  before 
those  remarkable  qualities  of  mind  an.l  heart,  which  so  highly  distin- 
guished her  in  later  years,  began,  one  by  one,  to  reveal  themselves  in 
her  daily  life.  She  greatly  endeared  herself  to  the  otficers  and  teach- 
ers of  the  institution  by  her  gentleness,  cheerfulness,  docility,  patience, 
gratitude,  and  by  her  love  of  knowledge,  which  increased  with  her 
years,  and  gave  her  eminent  success  in  every  branch  of  learning.  In 
mathematics,  languages,  belles-lettres,  and  all  the  studies  of  the 
course,  her  mental  power  and  love  of  learning  were  equally  manifest. 

Her  remarkable  conscientiousness  prevented  her  from  giving  undue 
attention  to  any  favorite  study,  and  from  neglecting  any  unattractive 
lesson  or  duty.  With  her  the  authority  of  conscience  was  ever  su- 
preme, and  thus  she  was  enabled,  day  by  day,  year  after  year,  to 
build  up  that  symmetrical,  lovely,  and’exalted  character  which  won 
the  admiration  and  love  ol  all  with  whom  she  was  acquainted. 

During  the  years  of  her  childhood  and  youth  the  Director  ol'  the  in- 
stitution was  accustomed  to  take  her  with  him  to  distant  parts  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  the  purpo.se  of  awakening  an  interest  in  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  she  thus  visited,  at  different  times,  nearly  all  sections  of 
the  Htate,  from  the  line  of  Virginia  on  the  east,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  on  the  west ; and  in^protracted  and  critical  public  examina- 
tions, she  gave  the  clearest  proof  of  the  great  mental  capabilities  of 
the  blind  under  appropriate  means  of  instruction,  and  made  evident  to 
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all  the  duty  of  the  State  to  offer  to  these  her  unfortunate  children, 
whose  lil'e  is  veiled  in  perpetual  darkness,  moral,  intellectual,  and  phy- 
sical cultivation  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  those  who  are  blessed  with 
all  the  senses. 

In  these  pleasant  joui’ney.s  which  usually  continued  for  several  | 
weeks,  she  never  relaxed  her  efforts  for  mental  improvement,  but,  un-  » 
der  the  tuition  of  her  teacher  and  friend,  as  they  rode  over  the  hills  1 
and  plains  of  Kentucky,  she  pursued  her  studies  with  the  same  cheer-  1 
fulness  and  ardor  that  she  ever  manifested  when  surrounded  by  her  j 
classmates  in  the  institution. 

In  her  literary  and  musical  exercises  before  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  • 
and  in  the  annual  examinations  of  the  school  in  the  presence  of  the  j 
State  Legislature,  she  astonished  and  delighted  all  by  the  extent  and  j 
variety  of  her  attainments  ; and,  at  the  close  of  these  exercises,  intel-  . 
ligent  gentlemen  frequently  expressed  the  conviction  that  she  was  the  j 
most  highly  educated  young  lady  of  her  age  that  they  had  ever  seen,  j 

While  she  cheerfully  gave  to  every  study  its  due  share  of  attention,  j 
and  secured  ah  elevated  position  in  every  class,  there  was  one  study  \ 
in  which  she  pre-eminently  excelled,  and  from  which  she  derived  the  j 
most  intense  delight.  Endowed  with  very  extraordinary  musical  gifts,  | 
and  favored  with  superior  opportunities  for  their  cultivation,  she  at-  j 
tained  to  very  rare  excellence  in  the  intricate  science  and  beautiful  I 
art  of  music.  She  excelled  both  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  i 
Her  voice  was  weak,  but  exceedingly  sweet  and  expressive,  and  never  i 
failed  to  touch  the  heart  of  the  listener,  and  often  drew  tears  from  ; 
eyes  unused  to  weeping.  She  was  a poetess,  and  many  of  her  songs  i 
are  remarkable  for  pathos  and  beauty.  When  Catharine  Hays  visited  i 
Louisville  several  years  since'  Miss  Emmons  welcomed  her  to  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  in  a beautiful  poetical  address,  which  Miss  H.  ; 
ever  cherished  as  the  most  precious  of  all  the  gifts  she  had  ever  re-  i 
oeived.  She  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  many  musical  instruments,  1 
and  loved  them  all;  but  the  piano  was  her  favorite  instrument.  Thal- 
berg,  Strakosch,  and  other  great  artists,  who  listened  to  her  perform- 
ances years  ago,  declared  that  they  had  rarely  heard  her  equal  in  I 
music.  From  the  day  of  her  admission  into  the  institution  to  the  i 
hour  when  her  pure  spirit  passed  into  the  invisible  world,  music  con-  i 
tinually  ministered  to  her  happiness.  It  gladdened  her  childhood,  it  , 
inspired  her  youth,  and  it  sustained  her  faith  and  hope  in  the  last  try- 
ing hours  of  her  temporal  life. 

Under  the  musical  guidance  of  that  eminent  musician  and  faithful  | 
teacher.  Professor  Joseph  B.  Smith,  whose  instruction  she  enjoyed  tor  ' 
several  years,  she  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  theory  of  i 
music,  and  fully  qualified  to  enjiiy  music  of  the  highest  order.  Be-  I 
tween  the  gifted  teacher  and  the  equally  gifted  pupil  there  ever  exist-  j 
ed  the  most  beautiful  sympathy.  Wherever  the  teacher  led  the  way,  | 
the  earnest  pupil  was  ever  ready  and  able  to  follow.  In  all  the  intri-  ; 
cacies  of  the  most  difficult  compositions,  the  hope  of  the  tormer  was  j 
never  disappointed  by  faltering  or  failure  on  the  part  ol  the  latter,  i 
From  teacher  and  pupil  alike  all  the  visible  beauties  of  creation  were  j 
concealed,  during  their  entire  lives,  by  a dark  and  impenetrable  veil,  I 
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but  both  wore  eminnntly  fitted  to  pei-ceivo  and  enjoy  all  that  is  beau- 
tiful and  sublime  in  the  mysterious  realm  of  music. 

Tire  musical  productions  of  Miss  bbnmons  furnish  abundant  evidence 
of  genius  of  a very  high  order.  She  commenced  the  work  of  musical 
composition  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  continued  it,  as  her  various 
duties  permitted,  to  the  close  of  her  life  Her  compositions  are  re- 
markable for  their  purity,  beauty,  and  power  ; they  are  replete  with 
the  deepest  thought,  the  tenderest  feeling,  and  the  loftiest  aspiration, 
and  many  of  them  are  worthy  of  the  best  masters.  Had  her  life  been 
spared,  slie  must  soon  have  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  brightest 
lights  in  the  musical  world. 

Music  was  to  her  not  merely  a source  of  the  highest  and  purest 
happiness — she  regarded  it  as  an  exalted  religious  duty,  obligatory 
upon  all  who  are  endowed  with  musieal  gifts.  She  believed  that  the 
great  design  of  the  Creator,  in  the  bestowment  of  musical  powers,  is 
to  purify  and  elevate  the  mind,  and  that  the  recipient  of  these  favors 
should,  in  the  cultivation  and  exercise  of  his  musical  faculties,  ever 
bear  in  mind  this  benevolent  design.  While  engaged  in  one  of  her 
greatest  compositions  she  said  to  a friend,  “ It  is  my  fervent  wish  that 
every  one  who  listens  to  this,  may  be  ready  to  exclaim 

“lUso,  ray  soul,  anti  strotch  tliy  wings, 

Thy  hotter  portion  trace; 

Rise  from  transitory  things, 

Towards  heaven,  thy  resting  place.” 

Her  richest  compositions  were  produced  during  her  last  illness,  when 
she  was  so  enfeebled  by  disease  that  she  was  unable  to  dictate  and 
preserve  them.  The  thought  was  inexpressibly  painful  to  her  and  to 
all  her  friends  that  these  beautiful  gems,  which  would  be  of  such  price- 
less value  to  those  who  loved  her,  and,  to  all  true  lovers  of  music,  must 
pass  away  with  her  breath. 

As  this  world  receded  from  her  view,  she  drew  new  inspiration  from 
that  glorious  world  clearly  opening  before  her  mental  vision,  into  which 
she  felt  an  unwavering  assurance  that  she  was  soon  to  be  permitted  to 
enter.  Her  last  musical  composition  is  considered  by  the  musical 
friends  who  listened  to  it,  as  with  strength  that  seemed  almost  super- 
natural, she  performed  it  in  her  sick  room,  the  most  beautiful,  the  most 
spiritual,  the  most  perfect  of  all  her  productions.  As  she  entered  upon 
the  composition  of  this  splendid  piece,  she  felt  that  the  end  was  near — 
that  her  earthly  work  was  almost  completed  ; and  she  determined,  as 
a manifestation  of  her  unspeakable  gratitude  to  her  earthly  benefac- 
tors and  to  the  great  Author  of  all  her  powers,  to  crown  the  labors  of 
her  life  with  one,  the  most  perfect,  the  most  grateful  of  all.  To  a 
friend  who  was  near  she  said  ; “ T/iis  will  be  mji  hist  effort — I shall  throxo 
my  whole  soul  into  it — I think  it  will  be  my  best"'  Her  entire  success  in  it 
can  be  fully  appreciated  by  none  but  the  favored  few  who  heard  her 
perform  it.  They  pronounce  it  a composition  of  the  highest  order,  of 
unsurpassed  beauty  and  power,  asd  fully  worthy  of  the  greatest  mas- 
ters. 

Language  can  hardly  do  full  justice  to  the  merits  of  Miss  Emmons  as 
a teacher  in  her  favorite  department  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
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At  the  tender  age  of  ten  years,  influenced  by  an  ardent  desire  to 
render  herself  useful,  and  to  make  some  grateful  return  to  the  institu- 
tion and  the  State  which  she  felt  had  conferred  so  many  inestimable 
favors  upon  her,  she  earnestly  solicited  the  privilege  of  instructing 
some  of  her  schoolmates;  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  she  attained  | 
to  such  distinction  as  a scholar,  and,  especially,  as  a musician,  that  she  I 
was  appointed  assistant  teacher  of  music  in  the  institution  ; and  from 
that  time  she  devoted  a part  of  each  day  to  her  own  studies,  and  a part  to 
the  instruction  of  her  pupils.  How  earnestly,  patiently,  faithfully,  and 
successfully  she  devoted  herself  to  this  labor  of  love  for  ten  years,  can 
be  fully  appreciated  by  those  only  who  were  her  pupils,  or  who  were  j 
associated  with  her  in  the  instruction  of  the  school.  In  all  the  lofty  j 
moral  qualities  essential  to  form  the  character  of  the  perfect  teacher,  i 
she  was  equalled  by  few  and  surpassed  by  none.  So  eminent  were  1 
her  abilities,  and  so  perfect  her  fidelity,  that  it  is  no  disparagement  to  i 
any  of  the  able  and  faithful  teachers,  who,  for  longer  or  shorter  i 
periods,  have  been  connected  with  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  j 
Blind  during  the  twenty  years  of  its  e.xistence,  to  say  that  no  one  of  | 
them  was  ever  more  highly  esteemed  or  more  successful  as  a teacher,  i 
No  teacher  could  be  more  beloved  by  her  pupils.  During  her  long 
connection  wdth  the  institution  she  never  failed,  in  a single  instance,  to  i 
win  the  affection  and  admiration  of  her  pupils  and  of  all  with  whom  I 
she  was  intimately  acquainted.  She  w'as  qualified  to  teach  the  most  i 
advanced  pupils  in  the  school;  yet,  with  the  humility  and  hopefulness  j 
that  ever  characterized  her,  she  was  willing  to  take  charge  of  any  pu-  | 
pil  in  regard  to  whom  other  teachers  despaired  of  success.  Her  won-  i 
derful  success  with  some  of  her  most  unpromising  pupils  seemed  I 
almost  miraculous  to  the  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  institution.  | 

Her  grateful  devotion  to  the  institution  was  manifested  in  the  most  j 
touching  manner  during  the  last  year,  when  the  failure  of  her  voice,  ■ 
which  was  hushed  by  disease  to  a whisper,  compelled  her  to  relinquish  i 
the  charge  of  her  pupils.  Her  interest  in  her  work  was  so  great,  that,  I 
although  every  effort  was  accompanied  by  pain,  she  earnestly  pleaded  ■ 
for  permission  to  devote  a small  part  of  each  day  to  the  instruction  of  i 
her  pupils,  and  proposed  to  refrain  from  all  use  of  her  voice,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  converse  wiih  her  friends  by  means  of  i 
the  manual  alphabet  only , which,  notwithstanding  her  entire  blindness,  ! 
she  used  with  the  greatest  rapidit}'.  When  convinced  that  the  want 
of  strength  and  voice  rendered  it  impossible  for  her  to  continue  to  in-  i 
struct  her  pupils  in  her  accustomed  manner,  she  devised  a plan  to  en-  ' 
able  her  to  teach  without  the  aid  of  her  voice  ; but  her  rapidly  failing  : 
strength  prevented  her  from  carrying  this  plan  into  e.xccution.  Her 
active  labors  for  the  good  of  her  pupils  terminated,  but  her  interest  in 
their  mental  and  spiritual  improvement  knew  no  abatement  even  to 
the  last  hour  of  her  life.  i u > 

The  trustees  and  director  of  the  institution  fully  appreciated  the  ; 
many  rare  excellencies  of  Miss  Emmons’  character,  and  her  extraordi-  i 
nary  qualifications  as  a teacher;  aiffl  they  fondly  cherished  the  hope  | 
of  ofiering  to  her,  on  the  day  of  her  graduation,  the  honorable  olfice  i 
of  principal  teacher  of  music  in  the  institution — a design  which  well  i 
accorded  with  her  own  grateful  and  long  cherished  wish  to  devote  her  r 
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life  to  the  institution  in  which  she  had  received  licr  education  and 
p^asscil  her  hrighest  years,  aiul  which  she  loved  a.s  her  haf)])y  home. 
J!ut  her  pure  and  I'aithful  life  had  won  for  her  a far  more  e.xalted 
position  than  earth  could  oiler,  llcfore  the  day  of  her  feMaduation  she 
was  attacked  by  a latal  disease,  and,  after  a lotij^  and  painful  illness, 
was  removed  from  her  earthly  labors  to  that  higher  state  of  e.xistence 
for  which  jshe  was  so  fully  prepared.  Throughout  her  illne.ss  she  de- 
rived great  consolation  from  the  assurance  that,  though  her  earthly 
work  was  finished,  she  had,  by  her  fidelity  as  a pupil  and  as  a teacher, 
contributed  in  a high  degree  to  the  prosperity  ol  the  institution  which 
had  been  to  her  an  Alma  Mater  indeed  ; and  that,  through  her  instru- 
mentality, many  a poor  blind  child  had  been  led  from  the  darkness  of 
ignorance  into  the  intellectual  and  m(,ral  light  that  had  made  her  own 
life  so  happy  ; for,  notwithstanding  the  terrible  cloud  that  darkened  her 
pathway  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  life  was  to  her  very  bright  and 
beautiful.  For  the  blessings  that  made  her  life  so  happy  she  was  pro- 
foundly grateful  to  her  Heavenly  Father  and  her  earthly  benefactors* 
and  her  life,  spent  in  doing  good,  was  a beautiful  illustration  of  hergrati* 
tude.  When  prevented  by  disease  from  continuing  her  active  labors  for 
the  good  of  others,  she  devised  newplansof  usefulness,  freely  devoting 
to  benevolent  objects  the  pecuniary  means  which  she  had  accumulated 
by  the  industry  and  economy  of  years.  She  had  freely  received,  and 
she  freely  gave;  and  she  e.xperienced  the  truth  of  the  declaration  of 
the  Great  Teacher,  “ It  is  more  ble.ssed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 

Passing  by  many  of  the  rare  e.xcellencies  that  adorned  the  character 
of  this  gifted  and  lovely  young  lady,  we  dwell  for  a moment  upon  the 
crowning  exellence,  the  union  and  perfection  of  all,  without  which  all 
other  excellencies  were  vain,  and  life  a failure. 

She  was  a Christian.  She  remembered  her  Creator  in  the  days  of 
her  childhood,  and  on  the  elevated  pages  of  Ills  Word  she  faithfully 
endeavored  to  feel  her  way  through  this  dark  world  to  Him  and  to 
Heaven.  Her  entire  life  seemed  one  act  of  religious  worship.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  she  made  a public  consecration  of  herself  to 
God  and  entered  with  new  zeal  upon  life’s  great  work.  She  honored 
her  holy  profession,  and  became  a bright  ornament  to  the  Christian 
Church,  i'aith,  hope,  love,  and  all  the  Christian  graces  were  beauti- 
fully illustrated  in  her  pure  and  holy  life.  But  she  attained  not  to  the 
rare  excellence  of  character,  of  which  this  brief  sketch  conveys  but  an 
imperfect  idea,  without  great,  and  earnest,  and  life-long  effort.  In 
the  estimation  of  all  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  her, 

“Her  faults  wore  slight  and  few 

As  human  faults  could  be;“ 

and  her  character  seemed  almost  perfect;  yet  she  saw  in  herself  much 
j”. o"’”  feelings  she  was  a most  severe  Judge. 
Life  was  to  her  a continual  conflict  and  a continual  victory. 

During  her  illness  she  was  constantly  sustained  by  the  consolation 
of  that  religion  to  which  she  had  given  her  young  heart.  .\ll  the 
graces  that  she  had  so  long  and  so  carefully  cultivated  shone  out  with 
unusual  brightness.  In  the  years  of  health  she  had  treasured  up  in 
memory  the  promises  of  God,  and  she  was  cheered  and  sustained  by 
those  promises  when  so  enfeebled  by  disease  that  she  could  neither 
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read  nor  listen  to  the  reading  of  others.  None  who  visited  her  sick 
room  can  ever  forget  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  faith,  the  hope,  that  made 
that  room  of  suffering  bright  and  glorious — the  veiy  gate  of  Heaven. 
Her  resignation  to  the  Divine  will  was  perfect.  On  the  confines  of 
the  invisible  world,  joyfully  anticipating  the  glories  beyond,  and  yet 
loving  with  an  undying  love  all  that  is  beautiful,  and  true,  and  good 
in  the  present  state,  she  was  ready  to  accept  with  equal  gratitude  the 
prolongation  of  her  life  on  earth,  or  the  renewal  of  it  in  Heaven. 

Her  last  hours  were  a beautiful  termination  of  her  beautiful  life. 
The  peace  that  passeth  all  understanding,  the  triumph  that  only  the 
dying  Christian  knows,  were  hers.  A few  hours  before  her  purified 
spirit  took  its  flight  to  Him  who  gave  it,  she  repeated,  again  and 
again,  with  great  emotion;  the  lines  of  Pope,  addressed  to  the  soul  of 
the  dying  Christian,  dwelling  with  special  interest  on  the  last  stanza: 

'^The  world  recedes;  it  disappears; 

Heaven  opens  on  my  eyes ; my  ears 
With  sounds  seraphic  ring: 

Lend,  lend  your  wings  1 I mount  1 I fly! 

0 Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ? 

0 Death,  where  is  thy  sting?" 

Soon  after,  she  repeated  the  lines, 

Jesus  can  make  a dying  bed 
Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are, 

While  on  his  breast  I lean  my  head, 

And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there;” 

and,  with  a heavenly  smile,  added,  ‘'Breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there! 
O,  how  beautiful!  Breathe  my  life  out  there!  Beautiful!  Beautiful!" 
In  a little  while  she  breathed  her  life  out  there  as  sweetly  and  peace- 
fully as  ever  a child  fell  asleep  in  the  arms  of  its  mother. 
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BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC, 

MISS  MARY  J.  WELD. 
teacher, 

MISS  EMMA  I.  DAY. 

TEACHER, 

MISS  GEORGIA  M.  IIARLOWE 
teacher, 

MISS  ABBIE  F.  CROCKETT. 

TEACHER  OF  HANDICRAFT, 

ROBERT  B.  GREEN. 


MATRON, 

MRS.  C.  M.  CLARK 
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SPECIAL  PEPOirr. 


To  the  General  Aisemhlij  of  Kentucky: 

The  Trustees  or  the  Kentucky  [nstitution  for  the.  Education  of  the 
B hnd  respectiully  nivite  the  attention  of  the  General  Asseml.ly  to  the 
.ollowing  leport  of  tlie  financial  condition  of  the  benevolent  State  in- 
stitution intrusted  to  their  care,  during  the  year  1801. 

verr'l8(;^"‘'‘h.!v°/  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  in  the 

3 ear  hd\e  aiisen  from  the  following  sources: 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Jannarv  1,  IPCl  . ni 

Allowance  for  Stale  pupils  in  ISGl ’'”1’.'.'.'.’' 4 van  ri 

Cash  from  pupil  irom  I'ennessce  *'  iwi 

State  appropriation  for  year  ISGl..” q,,;) 

The  orclinarv  expenses  of  tiie  Institution,  for  the  year  lfC4,  have  S ' iCPI  34 

been  as  follows  : * 

Provisions,  gnicerics,  medicines,  cow,  provender...  . » ! laR  no 

Warjes  ol  servants,  seamstress,  and  laborers ...  ’ oI 

Salarie.s  of  ollicers.  teachers,  and  physician '.’wi  aa 

Furniture,  dry  goods,  tabirwareV&c' 

Rent  of  pasture,  $1110;  horse  $110 '. ‘f  ff. 

Books  and  stationery . 

Insurance ' '2  7.^ 

Miscellaneous  expenses  . ■ 

57  28 

10,208  59 

its?""  “■  »'  ■«>-.  •«< 

$9,527  25 

called  ,t  into  existence,  and  which  has  ever  landly  stista  ne,  tr  r-m 
tinelrf  ‘he  most  rigid  ecc  nomv  ever  nra?’ 

ctllnl'anflleriBW 

.!.« bii„”,  otiii';™’ “1,:,':,,  ” ‘uCr,  "■  -i' 
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.heir  eflorts  were  successrul  beyond  tlieir  highest  expectations,  and  in 
;wo  of  their  reports  to  the  Legislature  they  were  enabled  to  present 
the  gratifying  statement  that  the  Institution  was  free  from  debt.  But 
the  long  continuance  of  the  war,  the  occupation  of  the  grounds  and 
buildings  of  the  Institution  by  regiments  of  soldiers,  the  injury  to  the 
principal  buildings,  the  destruction  of  out-buildings,  fences,  and  other 
property,  the  unauthorized  seizure  of  the  buildings  by  the  Medical 
Director  of  this  Department,  the  expulsion  of  the  blind  pupils,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  buildings  as  a military  hospital,  in  open  opposition 
to  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  great  advances 
in  the  prices  of  labor,  provisions,  fuel,  and  all  articles  consumed  in  the 
Institution,  have,  for  so  long  a time,  continued  to  make  extraordinary 
demands  upon  its  very  limited  income,  as  to  leave  a deficit  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1864  to  the  amount  of  i$2,527  25.  Accounts  for  stoves, 
coal,  hardware,  &o.,  due  January  1st,  1865,  but  not  yet  presented,  will 
increase  the  balance  against  the  Institution  to  $3,000.  In  order  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  this  debt  and  the  future  support  of  the 
school,  we  respectfully  recommend  an  additional  annual  appropriation 
to  the  Institution  of  three  thousand  dollars.  Several  ol  the  under- 
signed have  held  a long  official  connection  with  the  Institution.  Sev- 
eral of  our  number  were  elected  Trustees  during  the  first  year  of  its 
existence,  and  the  President  of  the  Board  has  served  as  Trustee  from 
the  origin  of  the  Institution,  in  1842,  to  the  present  time.  We  are 
therefore  enabled  to  speak  with  entire  confidence  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution.  We  are  confident  that  no  State^  institution 
in  the  Union  has  been  more  economically,  faithlully,  and  ably  con- 
ducted. Not  a dollar  has  ever  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  without 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ; and  the  accounts  ot  the  Super- 
intendent, sustained  by  explicit  and  accurate  vouchers,  sho\y  how 
every  dollar  has  been  expended  since  the  Institution  was  founded  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  twenty-three  years  ago.  These  accounts 
have  been  frequently  examined  by  members  and  committees  o'  the 
Legislature,  and  other  Stale  authorities,  and  have  never  failed  to 

receive  their  unqualified  approval. 

The  male  pupils  have,  during  the  year,  made  satisfactory  progress  in 
the  mechanical  department.  In  October  last  Mr.  Robert  B.  Oreen,  a 
graduate  of  this  Institution,  undertook  the  charge  ol  this  department 
of  the  school  for  a salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  and  the. 
profits  of  the  department.  Since  he  entered  upon  his  duties  in  Octo- 
ber 1864,  the  pupils  have  manufactured  560  mattresses. 

The  number  of  pupils  duing  the  year  1864  has  been  45.  The  aver- 
age number  of  the  inmates  of  the  InsUlution  has  been  55. 

The  general  deportment  of  the  pupils  has  been  worthy  of  high  com- 
mendation. They  are  industrious,  studious,  and  cheerlul,  and  mani- 
fest a grateful  appreciation  of  the  privileges  that  have  been  yccuie  i 
them  by  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  Legislature  ol  Kentucky. 

The  Principal  of  the  Institution,  accompanied  b\  sereiaf  ol  i 
pupils,  will  probably  visit  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  give  an  ex  - 
bition  of  their  attainments  before  the  members  ol  the  Legislatuie  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  the  Lcncral  Assembly  . 
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In  concluding  this  Special  Report,  the  undersigned  earnestly  invite 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  at  any  time,  to  visit  the  Institution, 
and  examine  its  management  and  condition,  in  the  confident  assurance 
that,  as  ever  heretofore,  the  entire  management  of  the  Institution  will 
receive  their  most  cordial  approval. 


T.  S.  BELL,  Pres't. 

J.  G.  BARRET, 
JOHN  L.  McKEE, 
WM.  KENDRICK, 

D.  P.  HENDERSON, 
G.  W.  BRUSH, 
FLOYD  PARKS, 


> Trustees. 


Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Bund,  Louisville,  December  31st,  1864. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  FOE  THE  YEAE  1804. 


RESIDENCE. 

Paducah. 

- Larue  county. 
Perryville. 

- Nashville,  Tenn. 
McLean  county. 

- Louisville. 


NAMES. 

Lawson  W.  Adams, 
Eliza  L.  Allen, 

Fanny  Bickers, 

Alice  Bradley,  - 
Richard  Brackett,  - 
May  I.  Campbell, 

Mary  Cline,  - 
Nannie  Cooper, 

Mary  Costillo, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 

Eliza  Davis,  - 
William  Gibbs, 

James  G.  Green,  - 
Sandy  E.  Gunter,  - 
John  W.  Hall,  - 
Richard  J.  Hambleton, 
Kate  Hardin, 

Elizabeth  Harry,  - 
Timothy  Hartill, 

Rhoda  J.  Hills, 

William  W.  Holtzclaw, 
Thomas  B.  daggers, 
Henry  L.  Kidd,  - 
Edward  E.  Martin, 
Clara  Mattingly, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Kate  McDonald, 

Mary  Miller,  - 
Joseph  P.  Mitchell,  - 
Louisa  Monohan,  - 
Fannie  C.  Moorman, 
Georgianna  Porter, 
John  Porter, 

Virginia  Porter, 

Nancy  Prewitt, 

Julia  Purnell, 

Sarah  C.  Roberts, 

John  Summers, 

Martha  Swope, 

Zenobia  Toms, 

Minnie  Troendle, 

John  Vernon, 

Mary  A.  Walker, 

Naomi  Wells, 

Susan  A.  Ward, 


- Boone  county. 
Louisville. 

- Russellville. 
Daviess  county. 

- Louisville. 

(( 

Anderson  county. 

- Campbell  county. 
Ashland. 

- Daviess  county. 
Hickman  county. 

- Louisville. 

C ampbell  county. 

- Louisville. 

Hart  county. 

- Lexington. 

Boone  county. 

- Louisville. 

Logan  county. 

- Louisville. 

(( 

- Owensboro. 
Louisville. 

- Owensboro. 
Louisville. 

- 

t( 

- Russell  county. 
Maysville. 

- Harrison  county. 
Elizabethtown. 

- Lagrange. 
Washington  county 

- Louisville. 

Flardin  county. 

- Jjouisville. 
Harrodsburg. 

- Nelson  county. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  RATTEN, 

DIUECTOK. 

Miss  MARY  I.  WELD, 

TKAClIEa  OK  MUSIC. 

Miss  ABBIE  T.  CROCKETT, 

TEACHER. 

W.  D.  GALE, 

TEACHER  OP  HANDICRAFT. 

Miss  L.  A.  HASKELL, 

boys’  matron  and  housekeeper. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  CLARK, 

® OIRLS'  MATRON  AND  TEACHER  OF  FANCY  WORK. 


EIGIlTEEiXTH  REPORT. 


TO  THE  GENEIiAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  KEXTUCKT: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
respectfully  report,  that  the  benevolent  State  Institution,  intrusted  to  their 
charge,  is,  under  the  favor  of  Providence,  and  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Legislature,  in  a highly  prosperous  condition,  and  that  it  is  fulfilling,  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner,  the  ])hilanthropic  designs  of  its  founders. 

Bryce  M.  Patten,  Esq.,  the  Director  of  the  Institution,  to  who.se  ability, 
integrity,  and  fidelity  the  prosperity  of  the  school  is  chiefly  due,  has  held 
that  importantoffico  from  the  origin  of  the  Institution  to  the  present  time; 
and  Yve  reiterate  all  that  has  been  said  in  commendation  of  him  in  the 
former  Eeports  of  the  Trustees  to  the  CJencral  Assembly.  The  position 
which  he  occupies  is  one  of  groat  responsibility,  very  onerous  in  its  exac- 
tions, and  one  demanding  scholarship  of  a high  character,  unremitting 
vigilance,  firmness,  and  kindness.  In  every  emergency  of  the  Institution, 
during  the  twenty -four  years  of  its  existence,  and  in  all  the  various  duties 
of  his  responsible  office,  ho  has  been  fully  equal  to  all  the  demands  made 
upon  his  administrative  abilities.  In  former  reports  the  Trustees  bore 
cheerful  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  those  to  whom  were  intrusted  the 
care  and  training  of  the  pupils  in  this  Institution,  and  they  esteem  them- 
selves singularly  fortunate  in  having  secured  the  services  of  the  able  and 
faithful  corps  of  officers  and  teachers  at  present  connected  with  the  Insti- 
tution. At  no  period  of  its  prosperous  career  has  the  Institution  been  more 
worthy  of  support  and  confidence  than  at  the  present  time.  "We  know  of 
no  Institution  of  any  kind  to  which  pupils  may  be  intrusted  with  better 
securities  for  faithful  care  and  earnest  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  their  best 
interests  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  teachers. 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  since  the  last  Re- 
port was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  has  been  fifty-three. 

No  special  efforts  have  been  made  in  the  last  five  years  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  pupils  ; and  the  military  condition  of  the  country,  the  un- 
protected situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  tho  perils  incident  to 
travelers  in  the  State,  the  occupation  of  tho  Institution  bj-  armed  soldiers 
tho  repeated  removals  of  tho  pupils,  and  tho  conversion  of  tho  edifieo  into 
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a military  hospital,  greatly  diminislicd  tlie  number  of  the  pupils,  interrupt- 
ed the  prosperity  of  the  sehool,  and  serioiislj'  threatened  its  very  e-vist- 
enco  ; and  yet,  through  the  vigilance,  energy,  and  devotion  of  the  Director 
of  the  Institution,  the  sehool  has  been  kept  in  successful  operation,  and 
now,  in  the  first  year  of  returning  peace,  the  number  of  pupils  has  risen 
to  the'averago  number  of  the  six  3-ear8  inimediatelj'  pi-eceding  the  rebel- 
lion; and  the  number  in  the  ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed  that  of 
any  previous  j'ear  in  the  history  of  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  of  all  ages  reported  annually  by  the  as- 
gDsaors  of  tax  in  Kentucky,  is  about  two  hundred;  a large  majoritj-  of 
whom  arc  unfitted  b}'  their  age  for  admission  into  school,  or  have  already 
been  educated  in  this  Institution.  There  are,  however,  in  the  State,  many 
others  of  suitable  age  for  admission  into  school  that  have  never  been  re- 
ported bj'  the  assessors,  who  are  especially  liable  to  overlook  those  that  are 
not  totally  blind,  foi'getting  that  the  school  was  established  for  the  benefit 
of  ohildi-en  whoso  imperfect  vision  prevents  them  from  learning  to  read,  as 
well  as  for  those  that  are  entirely  destitute  of  sight. 

In  this  school  are  no  pa3’ing  jnipils  from  any  part  of  Kentucky.  The 
regulations  of  this  Institution  in  regard  to  the  children  of  Kontuck3' dift’er 
widcl3’  from  those  of  the  other  charitable  schools  of  the  State.  All  blind 
children  and  youth  resident  in  Kentuck3-,  the  poor  and  the  rich  alike^ 
without  regard  to  their  pecuniary  circumstances,  are,  by  the  authorit3’  of 
the  Legislature,  admitted  into  thi.s  school,  and  cduc.atcd  at  the  expense  of 
the  Institution  as  State  pupils.  In  the  other  charitable  schools  of  Ken- 
tucky pupils  who  arc  not  in  destitute  circumstances  are  expected  to  pay^ 
each  accoriling  to  his  abilit3',  in  addition  to  the  annual  allowance  made  for 
the  education  of  each  pupil  out  ot  the  State  Treasuiy. 

Of  the  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  at  the  time  the  last  report 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  two,  who  gave  little  promise  of  being 
essentially  improved  b3'  a longer  connection  with  the  school,  and  whose 
influence  upon  other  pupils  was  unfavorable,  wore  dismissed. 

Anothei'  pupil,  a little  girl  twelve  3'ear.s  old,  who  entered  the  school  at 
the  age  ol'  seven  3’oars,  removed  a few  weeks  since  with  her  parents  to 
Germany.  Thus  interesting  child  merits  the  highest  commendation  as  a 
pupil.  Alflicted  with  total  and  hopeless  blindness,  and  with  veiy  defective 
bearing,  she  ha.s  made  attainments  in  learning  and  in  mental  di.sciplino 
that  are  truly  marvelous  in  a child  of  twelve  summers.  She  is  a fluent, 
boauLiful.  and  impressive  reader  of  the  books  jitunted  in  raised  letters;  she 
excels  in  Orthography,  Geography,  Writing,  J'lnglish  Grammar,  English 
Composition  and  Anal3'sis,  Gatin,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Ilistoiw,  iMusic, 
&e. ; and  though  in  delicate  health  at  the  time  of  her  admission  into  the 
Institution,  she  excels  in  g3-mna.slic  exercises  and  needle  and  fane3'  work, 
and  is  exceedingly  graceful  and  indeiJcndent  in  all  her  movements.  Sho 
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is  .a  rom.irkalily  iinassiuning  and  rutiring  cliild,  and  3-01  slio  lias  so  perfect 
command  of  her  litcraiy  accpiiromcnts  and  her  mental  powers,  tliat  sho 
is  enahleil,  in  tlio  preseneo  of  the  largest  congregations,  with  tlio  greatest 
comi)osuro  and  dignity,  to  pass  triumphantly  tlirougli  tlio  most  scarcliing 
and  critical  e.xaminations  in  the  various  studies  of  her  school  course.  The 
crowning  excellence  of  her  character,  however,  is  in  her  moral  attain- 
ments. She  is  docile,  amiable,  grateful,  truthful,  and  conscientious.  Not 
a single  instance  of  untruth  fulness  or  willful  disobedience  is  recorded  against 
her  during  the  five  3'ears  of  her  pupilage.  Such  a pupil,  we  hardl3'  need 
sa}’,  secured  the  admiration  and  affection  of  her  teachers  and  school-mates, 
and  bore  with  her  across  the  ocean  their  sincere  wishes  for  her  future  bap- 
pinc.s.s,  and  tbe  earnest  hope  that  ere  long  she  will  return  to  Kentuck}'  and 
complete  the  education  so  nobly  commenced,  and  attain  to  the  highest 
lionors  in  (he  school  of  which  she  has  been  so  graceful  an  ornament. 

In  Julv  last  it  became  our  unpleasant  dutj",  as  faithful  guardians  of  the 
blind  children  and  3'outh  of  the  State,  to  expel  four  blind  men,  ninctren, 
itcenty-one,  ficenty-Jive,  and  twenty-six  3’cars  of  age — the  onl3'  ))upil3  ever 
expelled  from  this  I nstitution  since  its  origin,  twent3'-four3'cars  ago.  About 
twenU’  3’ears  ago  three  juipils  were  temjioraril}'  dismissed  for  disorderly 
conduct;  but  soon  after,  on  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of  refoi-mation, 
thev  were  reinstated.  The  misdemeanors  of  those  pupils,  however,  were 
exceedingly  slight  in  comparison  with  the  offenses  of  the  pupils  who  were 
expelled  in  the  3-car  just  terminated.  The  Trustees  entered  upon  the  ex- 
amination of  those  cases  with  the  earnest  hope  that  11103-  might  bo  spared 
the  necessit3- of  inflicting  (he  extreme  ponalt3- of  expulsion;  but,  after  a 
most  deliberate,  careful,  patient,  and  protracted  investigation,  tbe3’  were 
forced  to  the  painful  conviction  that  they  could  not  discharge  their  dut3-  to 
the  State  and  to  the  blind  children  and  3-outh  who  were  intrusted  to  their 
protection,  without  removing  those  misguided  men  from  the  school,  with 
a decided  condemnation  of  the  offenses  of  which  11103-  were  found  to  bo 
guilt3-;  and  11103-  wore  therefore  unanimousl3-  expelled  113-  the  Trustees  in 
tbe  jiresence  of  tbe  officers  and  pupils  of  the  Institution.  The  expulsion 
of  these  offending  pupils  bad  a most  salutary  effect  upon  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  school,  and  was  unanimously  and  cordiall3-  approved  by 
the  pupils. 

At  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  presence,  three  young  ladies  who  bad 
passed  crcditabl3-  through  the  jirescribed  course  of  stinh-  in  the  Institu- 
tion, were  presented  by  the  Director  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  candi- 
dates for  graduation.  The  President,  in  behalfof  the  Board,  made  an  np- 
projiriatc  address  to  the  graduates,  and  |iresented  to  each,  in  the  name  of 
the  Commonwealth,  a eop3-  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  11013-  Billie,  ]irintod  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind.  The  exercises 
were  cxeoedingl3-  interesting,  and  made  an  indelible  impression  upon  tiio 
minflQ  of*  m11  wliuv  worn  nmooTif. 
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It  is  our  painful  duty  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  promising  pupils — the  fourth  that  has  been  removed  from  the  school 
by  death  out  of  the  hundreds  that  have  been  connected  with  it  during  the 
twenty-four  years  of  its  o.xistenco.  Fannie  Bickers  entered  the  school  in 
the  autumn  of  1863,  in  delicate  health,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1864,  she, 
with  many  of  her  school-mates,  had  an  attack  of  measles,  from  which  she 
never  fully  recovered;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  11  years,  she  fearlessly  breathed  her  last  in  the  confident  hope  of  a glo- 
rious immortality.  She  was  endowed  with  vei’y  superior  intellectual  and 
moral  gifts.  She  had  early  received  the  most  careful  moral  and  religious 
training  from  pious  and  intelligent  parents;  she  attained  to  remarkable 
loveliness  of  character,  and  greatly  endeared  herself  to  her  teachers, 
school-mates,  and  all  her  friends,  by  a most  beautiful  exhibition  of  the 
Christian  graces  very  rare  in  one  of  her  tender  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Institution  in  the  presence  of  her  afflicted 
parents  and  the  officers  and  pupils,  who  followed  her  remains  to  their  last 
resting-place  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  dells  of  Cave  Hill  Cemetery. 

While  we  record  with  sincere  sorrow  the  early  removal  of  this  lovely 
and  loved  pupil,  we  acknowledge  with  profound  gratitude  the  goodness  of 
Providence  that  has  so  kindly  protected  the  pupils  and  granted  to  the  In- 
stitution the  remarkable  exemption  from  death  with  which  it  has  been  fa- 
vored for  so  many  years  of  its  existence. 

The  protracted  illness  of  a few  pupils  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1865, 
made  very  unusual  demands  upon  the  attention  of  the  physicians,  nurses, 
and  officers  of  the  Institution.  For  several  months  the  physician  was 
■almost  a daily,  and  sometimes  oven  a semi-daily  visitor.  The  charges  for 
medical  attendance  upon  the  pupils  during  the  first  throe  months  of  the 
year  were  greater  than  in  the  entire  years  1862,  1863,  and  1864;  and  the 
charges  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  wore  larger  than  in  the  five 
years,  from  1860  to  1864,  inclusive.  Most  of  the  charges  were  for  attend- 
ance upon  a pupil  whose  disease  was  caused  by  accidentally  cutting  his 
hand,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  for  attendance  ni)on  a pupil 
suffciing  with  the  small-pox.  In  April,  1865,  this  disease  made  its  appear- 
anoo  in  the  school  for  the  first  and  only  time  since  the  origin  of  the  Insti- 
tution, in  the  year  1842.  A young  girl,  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  dis- 
ease on  her  way  to  the  Institution,  was  attacked  with  it  soon  after  her 
arrival.  The -Director  immediately  removed  her  to  the  part  of  the  edifice 
most  remote  from  the  other  pupils,  and  placed  her  in  the  care  of  one  of 
the  women  connected  with  the  Institution,  who  constantly  and  faithfully 
devoted  herself  to  the  little  suirorer  for  twenty-five  days  without  ever 
leaving  the  room  fora  moment  during  that  time.  The  ease  was  a very 
aovero  one  ; but  the  paternal  care  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Institution,  the 
constant  attention  of  the  faithful  nurse,  and  tho  daily  visits  of  the  skillful 
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phj-sician,  were,  with  tho  favor  of  Providence,  instrumental  in  the  speedy 
restoration  of  tlie  patient  to  ])erfect  health  ; and  wo  most  gratefully  record 
tho  remarkable  fact,  that  not  another  ease  of  the  disease  occurred  among 
tho  inmates  of  the  Institution,  although  several  of  tho  officers  and  pupils 
wore  directl}’  exposed  to  it. 

In  accordance  with  tho  laws  of  the  Institution,  tho  accounts  for  medical 
attendance  upon  all  pupils  except  tho  poor  have  been  presented  to  the 
pupils  or  their  friends  ; and  all  but  one  have  made  prompt  settlement. 

Tho  health  of  the  pupils  during  the  last  six  months  of  tho  year  has  been 
unusually  good.  iNever,  since  the  origin  of  the  Institution,  have  the  pu- 
pils been  more  free  Irom  disease  than  at  tho  present  time.  This  is  n>oro 
gratifving  from  tho  fact  that  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  prevailed  the 
last  summer  in  those  sections  of  the  Slate  where  mostof  the  pupils  reside, 
and  many  of  them  returned  to  tho  school  in  feeble  health  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session.  Tho  rapid  improvement  in  the  health  of 
these  pupils  immediately  after  their  return  to  school,  and  the  ini])rove- 
ment  in  the  health  of  tho  pupils  generally  after  their  admission  into  tho 
Institution,  is  peculiarly  gratifying,  and  furnishes  to  the  jiarents  of  tho 
blind  in  Kentucky  tho  strongest  assuruTico  that  in  this  school  of  the  State 
the  health  of  their  afflicted  children  will  be  ginirded  with  the  greatest  care 
Tho  course  of  training  pursued  in  this  Institution  is  designed  to])romoto 
tho  physical  health  and  vigor  as  well  as  the  moral  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment of  tho  pupils.  The  location  of  the  Institution  is  the  most  elevated 
and  healthful  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville  ; the  grounds  are  extensive,  per- 
fectly drained,  and  beautifully  ornamented  with  shade  and  fruit  trees  ; and 
tho  edifice  itself  is  one  of  tho  most  commodious  in  tho  United  States.  All 
the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  Institution  are  judicious.  The  dormitories 
and  other  rooms  arespacious,  well  ventilated,  and  singularly  neat;. the  beds 
arc  cleanly  and  comfortable,  and  the  food  is  plentiful,  varied,  and  nutritious. 
A variety  of  pleasant  employment  for  body  and  mind  is  provided  lor  tho 
pupils;  regularity  as  to  study,  recreation,  bathing,  eating,  handicralt,  and 
repose,  is  carefully  enjoined  upon  all;  they  are  ever  surrounded  with  all 
the  conveniences,  comforts,  and  sympathies  of  a well-regulated  lamily ; 
and  in  case  of  illness  they  are  provided  with  every  comfort,  and  cared  for 
with  the  tenderest  solicitude  by  kind  and  faithful  nurses  and  by  attentive 
and  skillful  physicians. 

The  usual  course  of  study  has  been  steadily  pursued  during  tho  year 
with  the  most  gratifying  results.  The  pupils  gctierally  manifest  commend- 
able interest  in  their  various  school  exercises,  and  their  im])rovoment 
merits  the  highest  praise.  A [jurt  of  each  day,  as  heretofore,  is  dovote<l 
to  tho  literary  branches,  a part  to  musi<^,  a jiart  to  handicraft,  a part  to 
gymnastic  exercises,  and  a i)art  to  recreation.  The  aim  of  the  entire 
course  is  an  even  and  thorough  cultivation  of  tho  physical,  iutelloctual,aDd 
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mor.il  powers  that  will  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  to  each  pupil,  a sound 
mind  in  a sound  body ; and  prepare  them  all  for  usefulness,  independence, 
and  happiness.  To  accomplish,  in  a time  so  limited,  ]nirposes  so  varied 
and  difficult,  we  employ  able  and  faithful  teachers  wholly  devoted  to  the 
improvement  of  the  pupils. 

Miss  Emma  I.  Day,  who  for  throe  years  was  omplo3’cd  as  teacher  in  the 
literary  department,  resigned  her  situation  in  December  of  the  present 
year.  She  was  a most  able,  energetic,  faithful,  and  successful  teacher,  and 
her  resignation  is  deeply  regretted  by  the  managers  aud  pupils  of  the 
Institution. 

The  musical  department  of  the  school,  under  the  skillful  instruction  of 
the  able  and  devoted  teacher,  of  whom  most  favorable  mention  has  been 
made  in  former  reports  to  the  Legislature,  fulfills  our  highest  e.NiJOctations, 
and  continues  to  be,  as  in  former  j'oars,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  departments  of  the  Institution.  It  affords  to  the  pupils  a vast 
amount  of  pleasure  while  eounootod  with  the  school,  and  promises  to  many 
of  them  happiness  and  the  means  of  honorable  support  in  years  to  come. 
This  department  labors  under  great  disadvantages  for  want  of  musical 
instruments.  Most  of  the  pianos  belonging  to  the  school  have  been  in 
constant  use  for  many  years,  and  are  unfit  for  longer  service.  We  hope  in 
the  coming  j’ear  to  procure  such  instruments  as  are  recpiired  bj'  the  increas- 
ing wants  of  the  school. 

The  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution  is  sustained  at  considera- 
ble expense,  as  it  furnishes  to  the  pupils  an  import.ant  means  of  plgysical 
culture,  and  offers  to  manj^  the  surest  hope  of  an  honest  livelihood  after 
leaving  the  school.  The  pupils  genoralh-  manilest  a deep  interest  in  this 
department,  and  make  satisfactoiy  progress.  The  female  pupils  devolo 
three  hours  daily  to  plain  sewing  and  fancy  work,  anil  manufacture  a vari- 
ety of  useful  and  beautiful  articles  that  are  greatly  admired  b^-  every 
visitor. 

The  man  who  w.as  omplo^-od  in  the  lattci-part  of  the  j'car  18G4  as  teacher 
of  handicraft,  failed  to  I'lilliU  his  contract  salisl'actorily  to  the  managers 
and  jiupils  of  the  Institution,  and  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  j’car  18G5,  the  older  male  pupils,  who  had  previ- 
ously devoted  a part  of  each  da^'  to  the  manufacture  of  mattresse.s,  wore 
confined  to  the  iufirmaiy  bj'-  sickness,  and,  with  one  exception,  did  not  re- 
gain their  usual  health  before  the  commencement  of  the  annual  vacation. 
No  mechanical  teacher,  therefore,  was  employed  during  the  romaiiulor  of 
that  session.  At.  the  commencement  of  the  ]iro.sent  session  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  pu])ils  to  the  manufacture  of  brooms, 
a mechanical  branch  well  adapted  to  the  blind,  and  one  which  had  boon 
pursue  1 ly  the  pu|)il8  in  former  3-oar8  with  pleasing  results.  The  services 
of  an  experienced  and  skillful  broom-maker  were  accordi  "giy  secured. 
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niaforials  wore  pnroliased,  nnd  the  work  com  monocil ; and  now  tlicao  si-flit- 
leas,  lull  liopod'iil  and  choorl'ul  workers,  ai-o  earnestly  enf,M,ifod  in  the  inanu- 
faetiireof  an  article  that  commands  a la-ady  sale,  and  -rives  them  (he  eheer- 
inp:  i)romiso  of  an  inde[)cndent  ami  honorahle  support  in  (iitiire  life. 

The -ronoral  dl'portment  of  most  of  the  pupils  cotinccted  with  the  Insti- 
tution at  the  present  time  is  worthy  of  thehirrhest  commendation.  Jn  no 
literary  institution  with  which  wo  arc  iicipiainted  do  the  pujiils  a|)pear 
more  happy,  manifest  a more  lively  interest  in  their  studies,  or  yield  a 
more  rea-ly  compliance  with  the  directions  of  their  teachers  and  the  rules 
of  the  Institution.  With  few  e.xceptions,  they  tiro  gentle,  kind,  cheerful, 
docile,  nnd  manifest  the  most  grateful  a|)preciation  of  the  inestimable  ])riv- 
ilegcs  that  have  been  secuVed  for  them  by  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of 
the  Legislature  and  people  of  Kentucky.  We  would  that  all  who  have 
generously  aided  in  establishing  and  sustaining  this  Institution,  could  visit 
it  and  witne.ss  the  happy  results  of  their  benevolent  efforts. 

Tbe  want  of  books  printed  in  raised  letters  for  tbe  blimi  is  becoming 
more  and  more  serious  from  year  to  year  among  the  pupils  and  gra-lualc.s 
of  this  Institution;  and  we  therefore  rejoice  in  the  a.ssurance  that  the 
A.MEitic,\.\  PiiiNTiNU  House  eor  the  Beind  will  soon  commence  the  great 
and  good  work  of  printing  an  e.xtensive  an<l  judicious  selection  of  embossed 
books,  lor  which  the  educato-l  blind  have  so  long,  so  earnestly,  and,  hith- 
to,  so  vainly,  pra3-ed. 

The  convenience  and  comfort  of  theschool  rooms  of  the  Institution  have 
been  irreatly  increased  the  last  year  by  the  introduction  of  Hankin  s school 
desks,  so  niodilied  by  the  jiatentee  as  to  tidapt  them  to  the  large  and  pon- 
derous books  used  by  tbe  blind. 

The  e.Ntcnsion  of  tbe  Louisville  Git}'  lltiilway  to  a point  near  Bcargrass 
creek,  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  the  Institution,  furnishes  to  the  pupils  . 
the  Siife-t  ;md  most  pleasant  conveyance  to  the  churches  of  the  eitv,  and 
relieves  us  of  the  c.Npensc  of  hiring  an  omnibus  for  that  pur])oso,  :ts  wo 
wore  accustomed  to  do  for  scveriil  years  after  the  removal  of  the  school  to 
its  present  lociition  ; or  of  the  greater  e.-epense  of  purchasingand  kec|)ing 
horses  and  carriages  sufficient  to  accommodate  a school  of  si.xly  pupils. 
In  pletisant  weather  the  most  active  pujiils  often  prefer  to  walk  over  tho 
well-paved  streets  and  sidewalks  to  the  churches  in  the  eastern  part  of  tho 
city,  which  arc  about  a mile  and  a half  distant  from  (be  school.  Tho 
Director,  during  the  last  3’ear,  purchased  fur  the  inmates  of  the  Institu- 
tion five  hunrlred  raiiway  tickets,  and  (ion  .1,  T.  Boyle,  President  ot  tho 
Louisville  l£ailwa3-  Gompan3',  liberall3-  presented  for  tho  same  jmrposo 
five  hundred  more,  with  the  generous  i)romise  of  larger  donations  in  time 
to  come. 

On  r('nt<‘d  ground  adjacent  to  the  Institution  a sufficient  number  of  cows 
arc  kent  tosup])ly  the  pupils  with  milk  through  the  3’ear.  Tho  products 
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of  the  garden  and  field  the  last  season  consisted  pt  incipally  of  eight  tons  of 
hay,  forty  bushels  of  oats,  one  hundred  and  twenty  bushels  of  corn,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  a quantity  of  peas,  beans, 
asparagus,  and  other  vegetables. 

The  means  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  expenses  in  the  year  1865, 
have  been  as  follows  : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  in  lt'65 $4,073  50 

Cash  trom  Tennessee  and  Indiana  pupils 210  00 

State  appropriations 9,000  00 


Deduct  balance  against  Institution  January  1,  1865 


The  expenditures  for  the  year  1865  have  been  as  follows  : • 

Provisions,  groceries,  &c.. 

Drygoods,  carpeting.  &-c 

Mattresses,  shucks,  &c.,  $99  00;  grafting, $18  48 

Furniture,  sewing  machine,  and  Venitiin  blinds 

Stoves,  tinware,  lian.lwarc,  and  tableware 

Pumps,  repairs  of  pumps,  and  locks 

Shoeing  hoi-ses,  $43  20;  horse,  $150  00 

Salaries  of  officers 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  laborers 

Me»lical  attendance 

Medicines  — — 

Funeral  expenses  of  Fannie  Bickers 

Fuel,  oil,  lamps,  &c 

Shoes,' ^c.,  in  1864  and  lc65 

Books,  stationery,  and  printing 

Expenses  of  traveling  and  exhibition,  &.c - 

City  railway  tickets 

Renl  of  land 

Insurance 


$3,573  84 
695  59 
117  48 
324  00 
553  41 
48  66 
193  20 
3.297  20 
1,404  00 
304  50 
64  85 
42  00 
722  59 
61  80 
48  7-2 
279  30 
25  00 
300  00 
625  00 


$13,283  50 
. 2,527  25 


$10,756  25 


12,681  14 


Leaving  a balance  against  the  Institution  of $1,924  89  1 

Tlie  treasurer  of  the  Institution  will  place  in  the  hands  of  the  State  j 
• Auditor  his  report,  with  vouchers  for  all  these  expenditures. 

Several  of  the  undersigned  have  held  a long  official  conneclion  with  this 
Institution.  The  President  of  the  Board  has  served  as  Trustee  ever  since 
the  origin  of  the  seliool.  Another  member  of  the  Board  received  his  first 
appointment  as  Trustee  twenty-two  years  ago  ; another,  seventeen  years 
ago  ; and  the  otlior  mombersof  the  Board  have,  with  one  exception,  been 
connected  with  it  for  years.  Wo  are  therefore  enabled  to  speak  with  the  i 
greatest  coiifKlencc  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  Institution.  Wo 
are  entirely  confident  that  no  State  Institution  in  the  (J tiion  has  been  more 
economically  and  faithfully  oondnetod.  Every  item  of  oxpendilnro  has 
been  examined  by  the  Trustees,  and  not  a dollar  has  boon  drawn  irom  the 
troa.snry  without  their  approval.  The  aoconnts  of  the  Iliroctor,  sustained 
by  explicit  and  aoenrato  vouchers,  show  liow  every  dollar  has  boon  ex- 
pended since  the  origin  of  the  Institution  twenty-four  j’oars  ago.  These 
accounts  have  been  often  examined  by  members  and  commiltoes  of  tbe 
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Legislature,  and  by  other  State  authorities,  and  have  never  failed  to  re- 
ceive their  unciualifio<l  approval. 

The  medical  mcmberof  this  Board  for  several  years  attended  gratuitous- 
ly to  every  ease  of  illness  among  the  pupils  ; another  member  of  the  Hoard 
serves  as  Treasurer  ; and  the  duties  of  the  Trustees  generally  have  been 
severe,  and  sometimes  of  a very  trying  nature;  but  for  all  their  efforts 
and  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  the  blind  they  have  been  abundantly  recom- 
pensed by  the  ha])py  results  of  their  labors,  which  have  been  labors  of  love 
to  all  who  have  shared  in  them.  For  all  their  long  and  arduous  services 
in  behalf  of  the  blind,  no  one  of  the  Trustees  has  ever  received  or  desired 
to  receive  the  least  pecuniary  compensation. 

In  closing  this  Report,  wo  commend  the  Institution  to  the  care  of  the 
General  Assembly  which  called  it  into  existence,  and  which  has  kindly 
sustained  it  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time;  and  wo  respectfully  invite 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  to  visit  the  school  and  examine  its  condi- 
tion, in  the  confident  assurance  that,  asuvor  heretofore,  its  entire  manage- 
ment will  receive  their  unanimous  and  cordial  ai)proval. 


T.  S.  BFLL,  Prest., 

J.  G.  BARRITr, 

D.  P.  HENDERSON, 

W.  B.  BEIjKNAP,  j-  Trustees. 
WM.  KENDRICK, 

JOHN  L.  McKEE, 

G.  W.  BRUSH, 


Kentdcky  Institution  foh  the  Bund, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  18G5. 
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CATALOGUE  OP  PUPILS  FOR  TUE  YEAR  18G5. 


NAMES. 

Mary  Cline,* 

Ei.iza  Davis,*  - 
Elizabeth  Harry,* 
Fiiiinio  Bi(;Uers,|| 

Alice  Bradley, 
Josc))hine  Burns, 
Mary  J.  Campbell,  - 
Anna  E.  Cociiran, 
Eannio  F.  Cooper, 
Mary  Costello, 

Jennie  Dixon, 

Frank  Ellis, 

Betty  Goalder, 
Covington  B.  Guion, 
Sandy  R.  Gunter, 

John  W.  Hall, 

Richard  J.  Hambleton, 
Catherine  M.  Harding, 
John  J.  Harding, 
Richard  A.  Harding, 
Timoth}'  Hartill, 

Eliza  J.  Hedges, 
Lucinda  Hedges, 
Rhoda  J.  Hills, 

William  W.  Holtzclaw, 
Annie  B.  Kendall, 
Robert  L.  Kendall, 
Edward  E.  Martin, 
Clara  Mattingly, 
Reuben  M cClanalian,J 
Catherine  McDonald, 
Louisa  Monohan, 
Fannie  C.  Moorman,! 
George  Novi  1 1, 

Virginia  Porter, 

J alia  Parnell, 

Sarah  C.  Roberts, 
Elizabeth  Ross, 


RESIDENCE. 

Louisville. 
Daviess  county. 
Hickman  county. 
Perryvillo. 
Tennessee. 
Indiana. 
Louisville. 
Spencer  county. 
Boone  county. 
Louisville. 
Tennessee. 
Louisville. 

Barren  county. 
Louisville. 
Anderson  county. 
Campbell  county. 
Ashland 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  countjn 
Louisville. 
Daviess  county. 
Davies.s  county. 
Campbell  county. 
Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Boone  county. 
Louisville. 

Logan  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro. 

Shelby  county. 

Louisville. 

ilaysville. 

Harrison  county. 
Meade  county. 
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NAME.S. 

iliirj-  K.  Scott, 

Walter  Shejilicrd, 

John  Siimiiiers, 

Zenohia  Toms, 

Minnie  Trocndlo, 

Jolin  Vernon, 

JIary  A.  Walker, 
Naomi  Wells, 

William  A.  Whitehead, 
Lawson  W.Adain.s,t 
Eiehard  Brackett, f - 
James  G.  Green, f 
John  Porter,! 


'Graduated.  [\Deceascd.  ^Dismissed.  ^Expelled. 


TEEMS  OF  ADMISS 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  operation 
twenty-four  j'cars.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  those  children  who  are  blind,  and  for  those  whose  sight  is  so  im- 
perfect that  they  cannot  see  to  road.  All  such  children,  of  suitable  ago 
and  of  good  moral  character,  arc  received  and  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  Institution,  which  is  a State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academics  for  seeing  ])upil8. 
1 he  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable  them  to  sujjport 
themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institution. 

The  pu])ils,  goncralljq  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches  of  learn- 
ing. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children  of 
Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  20th  da}'  of  September, 
and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable  that  pupils 
should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  neio  pnj>il8  will  bo 
received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send  the 
name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce  .M.  Patten, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate  any  necessary  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Institution. 


nESIDENTF,. 

- Meade  count}'. 
Shelby  county. 
Elizabethtown. 
Washington  county. 

- Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 
Iliirrodsburg. 
Frankfort. 

Paducah. 

- McLean  county. 
Louisville. 

- Louisville. 
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Lines  composed  by  one  of  the  inmotes  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  after  the 
interment  of  the  remains  of  Fannie  Bickers,  beneath  the  snows  of  winter,  in  the  beautiful  lot  of 
the  Inatitution  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery: 

IN  MEMO  RIAM. 

We  hare  borne  her  to  her  rest 
Underneath  a shroud  of  snow, 

Soon  above  her  peaceful  breast 
Zephyrs  sweet  will  come  and  go 
Kissing  violets  into  blow. 

Summer’s  gentle  care  will  bring 
Birds  to  chant  her  lullaby; 

And  the  trees,  low  murmuring, 

Like  a dirge,  will  sadly  sigh — 

One  90  young  and  fair  io  die! 

When  the  Autumn  winds  shall  sweep 
O’er  her  grave,  so  still  and  cold, 

They  will  scatter  o’er  her  sleep 

Crimson  coverings  bright  with  gold, 

Softly  falling  fold  on  fold. 

But  the  sunbeam’s  light  caress. 

Or  the  Summer’s  sweet  refrain, 

Or  the  Autumn  wind’s  unrest. 

Nevermore  to  joy  or  pain 
Will  awake  the  child  again. 

For  beneath  her  Saviour’s  smile 
Calmly  will  the  dear  one  sleep, 

And  above  her  dreams  the  while, 

Angel  bands  will  ever  keep 
Ceaseless  vigils  while  we  weep. 

All  along  her  earthly  way 
Patiently  her  cross  she  bore, 

And  its  shadow  day  by  day 
Rested  on  the  path  before — 

She  shall  know  it  now  no  more. 

We  have  borne  her  to  her  grave, 

Laid  her  tenderly  to  rest; 

Christ  the  blessed  slumber  gave, 

And  no  sound  shall  wake  her  save 
At  the  coming  of  the  Blest. 

When  the  Master’s  gentle  voice 
Bids  the  little  one  arise, 

Oh!  how  will  her  heart  rejoice, 

When  the  re.ilms  of  Paradise 
Gleam  upon  her  eager  eyes. 

Then  along  the  golden  street, 

Through  those  gates  of  precious  stone, 

Safely  will  her  little  feet 

Wander  onward  to  the  throne— 

Christ  will  claim  her  as  His  own. 


E. 
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NINETEENTH  REl’ORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky: 

Tlio  Tnistocs  of  tlio  Kcntiieky  institution  for  tho  Education  of  tlie 
Blind  respectfully  report,  that  the  school  intrusted  to  their  care  is  in  a 
highly  prosperous  condition,  and  that  it  is  still  fulfilling  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  tho  benevolent  designs  of 
its  founders.  The  progress  of  the  school,  during  the  last  year,  under  its 
able  and  faithful  corps  of  officers,  has,  in  all  respects,  been  fully  equal  to 
our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

The  Trustees  take  pleasure  in  renewing  their  testimonj’’  to  tho  fidelity 
and  efficiency  of  Bryce  M.  Patten,  E'iq.,  in  the  arduous  and  onerous  duties 
of  Superintendent  of  the  Kentuck}’  Institution  for  the  Blind.  His  abili- 
ties as  a scholar  and  teacher,  his  singular  capacity  in  the  management  of 
tho  business  affairs  of  tho  Institution,  his  long  and  unwearied  devotion  to 
the  best  interests  of  tho  unfortunate  class  of  pupils  confided  to  his  charge, 
and  his  intimate  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  everything  that  tends 
to  the  jiromotion  of  tho  welfare  of  tho  blind  pupils,  have  won  and  secured 
the  confidence  of  the  various  Boards  of  Trustees  who  have  watched,  on 
tho  part  of  the  Slate,  over  tho  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  from 
its  origin  to  the  present  time.  The  prosperity  of  tho  school,  the  efficiency 
of  its  management,  and  tho  great  economy  that  has  characterized  tho 
affairs  of  tho  Institution,  have  been  mainly  duo  to  Jlr.  Patten’s  marked 
ability,  faithfulness,  and  vigilance,  and  wo  commend  him  as  eminently 
worthy  of  public  esteem  and  confidence,  and  as  a thorough  master  of 
everything  connected  with  the  education  of  the  blind. 

Teachers  of  tho  finest  natural  endowments  and  tho  highest  mental 
culture  are  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  tho  Institution,  and 
they  devote  themselves  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of  tho 
puj)il8  with  patience  and  zeal,  that  are  worthy  of  tho  highest  commenda- 
tion. While  patiently  advancing  their  pupils  in  knowledge  and  mental 
discipline,  they  are  remarkably  successful  in  winning  their  confidence  and 
affection.  By  unceasing  kindness  they  unite  with  the  other  officers  in 
making  tho  Institution  a happy  home  to  tho  unfortunate  and  interesting 
children  and  youth  for  whom  it  was  founded. 

Of  the  faithful  and  devoted  ilatron  of  tho  Institution,  who  temporarily 
occupies  tho  place  of  mother  to  tho  sightless  children  of  tho  State,  we 
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cannot  speak  in  terras  of  too  high  praise.  She  oxorci.ses  a maternal  caret 
over  tlie  pupils  in  sickness  and  in  health;  she  has  the  charge  of  their 
clothing,  the  suporintendenco  of  the  servants,  and  the  general  duties  of 
housekeeper,  and  she  discharges  all  these  various  and  onerous  duties  in  a 
manner  that  secures  the  approbation  of  all  the  friends  of  the  Institution, 
Her  extraordinary  fitness  for  the  important  and  difficult  office  which  she 
so  ably  fills,  is  appreciated  by  the  inanager.s  of  similar  Institution.s  in 
several  other  States,  and  they  have  endeavored  to  avail  themselves  of  her 
services,  by  the  promise  of  a larger  salary  than  the  limited  means  of  this 
Institution  permit  us  to  offer.  Her  love  for  the  sightless  children  of 
Kentucky  has  prevented  her  from  accepting  their  proposals.  The  duties 
of  the  matron  are  exceedingly  onerous,  and  if  the  means  of  the  Institu- 
tion would  justify  it,  wo  would  gladly  increase  her  salary,  and,  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  similar  Institutions,  employ  an  assistant 
matron  to  lighten  her  burdensome  duties. 

The  Trustees  are  happy  to  bo  able  to  make  a most  favorable  report  in 
regard  to  the  pupils  of  the  Institution.  The  general  deportment  of  nearly 
all  connected  with  the  school  during  the  year  just  terminated,  merits  the 
highest  praise.  With  few  exceptions  they  are  docile,  kind,  and  gentle, 
and  gratefully  appreciate  the  educational  privileges  with  which  they  are 
favored.  Their  rcadt’  compliance  with  the  directions  of  their  teachers 
and  the  regulations  of  the  school,  their  faithful  devotion  to  their  duties, 
and  their  cheerful  submission  to  the  terrible  affliction  that  darkens  their 
lives,  command  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  all  wdth  whom  they  are 
acfiuainted.  The  heroism  with  which  these  sightless  children  contend 
W'ith  difficulties  that  seem  sufficient  to  appall  the  bravest  heart,  the  fear- 
lessness with  which  they  look  into  the  dark  future,  and  prepare  thom- 
Rolvcs  for  it,  the  faith  they  manifest  in  the  promises  contained  in  the 
Holy  Bible,  whose  elevated  words  their  cultivated  fingers  trace  with  such 
marvelous  facility,  bring  to  mind  the  jiredictiou  of  the  prophet  in  regard 
to  this  afflicted  class  ; “I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a way  that  they  know 
not;  I will  lead  thorn  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known;  I will  make 
darkne.ss  light  before  them;  I will  not  forsake  them.” 

The  course  of  study  in  this  Institution  embraces,  with  the  e.xocption  of 
drawing  ami  painting,  the  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  the  best 
schools  of  the  State.  A part  of  each  day  is  devoted  to  the  literary 
branches,  a part  to  music,  a part  to  handicraft,  a part  to  gymnastic 
exercises,  and  a part  to  recreation.  The  pupils  generally  manifest  com- 
mondahlo  diligence  in  their  various  school  exercises,  and  their  improxo- 
ment  is  fully  ccpial  to  that  of  former  years. 

New  interest  has  been  given  to  iho  literary  and  musical  departments  of 
the  School  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  bj"  the  intro- 
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diictioii  of  tho  llraillo  system  of  iioiiit-writing  anil  poiiit-jirintiiif'.  Jo 
the  summer  vaeation,  tliat  able  and  devoted  iriond  of  tlio  blind,  J'rofessor 
Henry  Jtobyn,  of  St.  Jvoiiis,  visiteil  this  Institution,  at  the  re(juest  of  tbo 
Director,  and  gave  a few  les.soiis  in  Ibis  system  to  a small  class  of  inipils. 
Tbo  result  was  so  satisfactory,  that  hereafter  all  the  pupils  will  rocoivo 
instruction  in  tho  Draillo,  in  addition  to  tho  other  systems  taught  in  this 
Institution.  The  value  of  tho  Hraillo  sj’stem  to  tho  blind  and  their 
teachers  eannoL  easily  bo  over-estimated,  and  they  owe  Profe.ssor  liobyn 
a vast  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  earnest  etforts  to  commend  it  to  the  schools 
in  America,  as  well  as  for  his  ingenious  modification  of  the  types,  by 
which  they  are  so  admii'ably  adapted  to  tho  use  of  sightless  compositors. 

It  aifords  us  pleasure  to  make  tho  following  extract  from  a report  of 
Professor  Ifobyn,  which  was  recently  laid  befefre  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri by  tho  Governor  of  that  State: 

“Mr.  B.  M.  Patten,  Principal  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  tho  Blind, 
aud  Trustee  of  tho  Kational  Printing  House  lor  the  Blind,  located  in  Ken- 
tucky, visited  our  1 nstitution  in  .May  last,  and  invited  me  to  give  insi i-uction 
to  some  of  his  pupils  in  tho  Braille  system.  I went  there  on  the  25th  of 
June,  and  spent  two  weeks  with  him,  during  which  time  I taught  six  of 
his  pupils.  I commenced  at  an  unfavorable  time,  at  tho  close  of  tho  ses- 
sion, when  all  pu|)ils  aro  exhausted  by  study;  yet  tho  result  achieved,  in 
so  short  a time,  was  most  astonishing.  I taught  tho  class  eight  da^'s,  and 
the  ninth  day  was  spent  in  reviewing  the  dili'orcnt  characters,  and  in 
examples  in  diftcrent  studios;  and,  to  my  great  astonishment,  I must 
confess  that  ni}'  pupils  knew,  theoretically,  every  character  in  reading, 
arithmetic,  aud  music,  as  well  as  1 dicrmysolf,  and  nothing  remained 
for  them  to  do  but  to  make  practical  use  of  the  same,  which  was  not  neg- 
lected, as  I have  received  several  letters  in  Braille  from  them.  Kow, 
where  is  a system  that  can  boaciiuircd  in  so  short  a time?  If  anv  one  will 
present  a simi.lcr  one  I will  adopt  it  immediately,  and  drop  the  Braille 
system.  It  should  bo  understood  that  tho  Braille  system  is  not  tho 
thorough  education  of  tho  blind,  but  that  it  only  facilitates  tho  teacher  and 
tho  pu|)il  to  imiuirt  and  receive  more  easily  than  by  any  other  svstem. 
However,  two  things  aro  noce.ssary  to  produce  such  results  as  I witnessed 
in  Kentucky.  First,  a teacher  who  is  able  to  teach  in  a practical  way; 
and  second,  j)U])ils  who  have  tbo  right  spirit  and  determination  to 
learn.  Such  1 found  in  those  pupils  in  the  Institution  in  Kentucky.  1 
may  say,  that,  during  my  more  than  25  years'  instruction,  1 never  found 
a whole  class  so  attentivo,  intelligent,  jiatient,  and  determined  to  learn. 
During  all  the  time  I never  noticed  one  of  them  wayward,  or,  for  an  instant, 
indilleient  to  their  studies.  It  w'as  plain  to  see  what  discipline  and  good 
behavior  tho  instructors  had  brought  in  tho  juipils,  and  eas^-  to  ascertain 
how  devoted  tbo  tcacbcrs  were  to  their  profession  and  their  pupils.” 

The  usual  attention  has  been  given  to  music,  which  is,  to  tho  pupils,  a 
source  of  the  greatest  pleasure  while  connected  with  the  1 iistitulion  ; and 
which  promises,  to  many  of  them,  tbo  surest  means  of  usefulness  and 
independence  in  time  to  come.  To  all  tho  jnipils  who  oxi)ecl  to  su])porl 
themselves  as  teachers  of  music  and  as  organists  in  churches,  ami  cs[ie- 
cially  to  those  whose  school  term  will  soon  expire,  wo  desire  to  oiler  the  best 
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possible  opportunities  for  a tlioroii£;li  musical  education,  Wo  therefore 
greatly  regret  that  the  want  of  pianos  and  other  musical  instruments, 
alluded  to  in  our  last  report,  so  far  from  being  lessoned,  is  much  greater  at 
the  present  time  than  it  was  a year  ago.  ns  the  number  of  music  pupils 
has  largely  increased,  and  some  of  the  old  pianos,  at  that  time  in  use,  have, 
by  the  constant  practice  of  another  year,  been  rendered  utterly  unfit  for 
longer  service.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  we  hoped  to  bo  able, 
before  its  close,  to  purohaso  all  the  pianos  needed  by  the  school;  but  a 
failure  to  receive  several  thousand  dollars  which  wo  confidently  antici- 
p.ated,  compelled  us  to  defer  this  hope  until  an  opportunity  should  be 
afforded  at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  to  present  to  your  hon- 
orable body  these  tirgent  rvants  of  the  blind  pupils. 

The  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution  has  greatly  increased  in 
interest  and  importance  since  our  hast  report  was  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature. The  attention  of  the  pupils  engaged  in  it  during  the  last  year,  has 
been  devoted  principally  to  the  manufacture  of  brooms;  and  their  im- 
provement has  fully  equaled  our  expectations.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  factory  wn.s  destitute  of  suitable  machinery,  and  the  pupils 
had  given  but  a short  time  to  this  branch,  and  acquired  but  little  sUill  in 
it.  A pleasing  change  has  been  wrought  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The 
imperfect  machines  that  had  boon  in  use  for  many  years  were  removed, 
and  others  of  the  best  qualit3’  were  manufactured  in  the  Institution  ex- 
pressly for  the  pupils;  and  now  the  broom  faetoiy  of  the  Institution  is,  in 
the  extent  and  varietj'  of  its  machinery,  far  superior  to  any  other  in 
Louisville,  and  probably  to  anj’  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  The  older 
male  pupils  have  devoted  a part  of  each  day  to  broom-making,  and  merited 
high  praise  both  for  the  quality-  and  quantity  of  their  work.  All  make 
good  saleable  brooms  that  compare  favorably  with  those  made  bt-  the  best 
seeing  broom-makers.  Several  pupils,  since  the  oommoucoment  of  the 
year,  have  received  an  honorable  discharge,  obtained  machines  from  the 
factory  of  the  Institution,  and  gone  to  different  parts  of  the  State  to 
establish  broom  factories  of  their  own.  Two  married  men,  who  entered 
the  work  department  in  the  last  year  to  learn  this  trade,  have  already 
returned  to  their  humble  homos  with,  the  cheering  hope  of  securing  an 
honest  support  for  their  families  bv’  their  owu  exertions.  To  that  class  of 
pupils  who  enter  the  Institution  too  late  in  life  to  attain  to  anj-  eminence 
as  scholars  or  musicians,  the  mechanical  department  is  invaluable;  as  it 
offers  the  only  reliable  moans  in  the  State  to  prepare  them  for  useful  and 
happ3’  lives.  They  often  enter  the  Institution  helpless,  hopeless  depend- 
ents, and  leave  it  hopeful,  choorful  mechanics,  willing  and  able  to  sustain 
themselves,  and  to  aid  in  sustaining  others.  AVo  endeavor  to  comply 
strictly  with  that  wise  law  of  the  Institution  which  prohibits  the  admis- 
sion of  any  pupils  without  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  char- 
acter; yet,  with  the  dcciJcst  sj-rapathv’  for  the  unfortunate  blind,  and  with 
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the  stroni'cst  confiiloneo  in  the  clcviitin/j  inllnoncoH  of  {'ultiviitcd,  devolnd 
toachors.  and  exuini)lary,  intolliiront  j)ii|)ilN  we  make  a liheral  allowance 
for  early  neglect  and  unfavorable  home  infliionccH,  and  someiime«  admit, 
on  jirobation.  homeless  and  friendless  blind  persons  whose  strongest  recom- 
menilation  is  their  helplessness;  and  whose  only  liojie  ol  esea|)e  from  a 
life  ol  bcggai-y  and  degradation,  dejicnds  upon  iheii-  ail  mission  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Jnstitntion.  t)ur  hopes  in  regard  to  some  of  these  may 
never  be  fulfilled;  but  the  mental  and  i)hy8ical  transformation  of  others, 
under  the  refining  influences  of  the  Institution,  is  marvelous  Hut  not  to 
those  only  who  prepare  to  support  themselves  as  mechanics,  does  the 
mechanical  department  offer  its  invaluable  privileges.  Under  the  vi'dlant 
supervision  of  the  Director,  it  is  a most  important  educational  agent  in 
the  training  of  other  pupils.  It  is  a j/owerful  lever  for  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual elevation  of  some,  to  whom  it  pre.sehts  the  kiml  of  mental  and 
bodily  exercise  best  adapted  to  their  condition.  In  reclaiming  the  vicious 
and  the  idle,  it  is  of  inestimable  value.  To  the  feeble-minded  pupils,  of 
whom  wo  always  have  a number,  it  offers  the  best  means  to  awaken  the 
dormant  intellectual  and  moral  faculties,  and  to  strengthen  and  imiirov^ 
the  feeble  bodily  powers.  For  these  jiurposes  alone,  the  mechanical  de- 
partmi  nt  is  worth  far  more  than  the  cost  of  sustaining  it.  'J’ho  amount 
received  from  sales  of  articles  manufactured  by  the  |)U])ils,  of  course  fur- 
nishes no  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  its  value.  To  the  blind  children 
and  youth  of  the  State  it  is  of  priceless  importance. 

Ill 00 m machinei^  of  the  best  con.struction  is  at  all  times  reijuired  in 
the  mechanical  deiiartmcnt  of  the  Institution,  and  every  ])upil  who  goes 
out  f I om  the  school  to  e.stablish  a broom  factory  of  hi.s  own  need.s  one  or 
more  machines;  and  as  wo  found  no  jilace  in  Kentucky  where  such 
machines  were  manufactured  for  sale,  wo  were  led  by  necessity  the  la«t 
year  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  them  into  the  work  department  of 
the  Institution,  and  they  will  hereafter  be  manufactured  for  the  jmpil.s, 
for  the  graduates,  and  perhaps  for  other  parties.  The  machines  made 
.during  the  last  year,  being  of  a superior  qualiU’,  have  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  broom-makers  in  different  jiarts  of  the  West,  and  wo  have 
received  from  Kentucky  and  other  States  more  orders  for  machines  than 
we  have  been  able  to  fill  ; but  wo  hope  soon  to  complete  arrangements 
that  will  enable  us  to  supply  the  demand  with  superior  machinc.s,  manu- 
factured, in  part,  by  the  industrious  pupils  of  this  Institution.  In  case 
the  Directors  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Lunatic  .Vsyiums,  and  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  should  tlecide,  as  we  earncstiv  hope  and 
strongly  recommend,  to  open  broom  factories  in  the  institutions  under 
their  care  lor  the  benefit  of  the  inmates,  we  will  be  able  to  furnish  them 
with  machines,  equal  in  ail  respects  to  the  best  that  can  bo  obtained  in 
the  United  States;  and  we  know  no  reason  why  the  directors  of  the 
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benovolont.  institutions  of  this  State  may  not,  by  concert  of  action,  secure 
to  tlio  unfortunate  inmates  of  the  institutions  committed  to  their  charge 
the  monopoly  of  this  single  trade  in  Kentucky. 

The  Director  of  tliis  Institution,  fully  impres.sed  witli  the  great  impor- 
tance of  meclianical  industry  us  one  of  the  best  moans  for  elevating  and 
improving  tlio  feeble-minded  children  and  youth  of  the  Stale,  soon  after 
his  appointment,  by  act  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  tlie  Institution  for  tlio  Fecble- 
mindod  at  'Frankfort,  urged  upon  the  Superintendent  the  necessity  of 
giving  to  tlie  inmates  of  that  Institution  instruction  in  some  mechanic 
art,  as  provided  for  and  required  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
February  IT,  1800;  and  lie  especially  recommended  broom-making  as  a 
branch  well-adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  feeble-minded.  Wo  are 
pleased  to  know  tliat  near  the  close  of  the  year  just  terminated,  a broom- 
maker  was  employed  in  that  Institution,  broom-corn  and  maoliines  were 
procured,  and  tlie  work  was  commenced  with  a small  class  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  capable  pupils  with  a flattering  prospect  of  success. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  financial  condition  of  the  mechani- 
cal dcpartniont  for  tlio  last  year: 

DEBIT. 


To  broom  corn  imrcliiiscil 

To  brooiii-lmndles,  liimtier,  nml  irons  for  mnehincs,  tools,  wire,  twine,  tc.. 
To  four  broom  mitcliiues  iiud  three  presses 


$900  64 
649  77 
170  50 


To  salaries  ol'  tcaclicrs. 


$1,720  01 
612  50 


CREDIT. 


$2,333  41 


By  sales  of  3 ,212  brooms  in  1RG6 $695  87 

Bt  sales  of  four  Dclmont  broom-nmehiues 241  00 

IlV  .sales  of  two  N.  Y.  niachiiies 90  00 

By  sales  of  four  Dclmont  presses,  &c GO  00 

By  sale  of  small  broom-niiicliine,  «tc 30  00 

By  900  brooms  on  li.nid  December  31st.,  18G6 $225  00 

By  two  tons  liroom  corn 200  00 

By  broom-bandies GO 

Bv  lumber,  twine,  wire,  &v GO  00 

fin  on 


By  toots ™ 

Bv  three  broom-machines 77  00 

By  two  Delniont  bruom-maehincs 130  00 

852  50 

1 ,969  37 


$364  04 

In  addition  to  tlio  innnnfactiirc  of  more  than  four  tliousand  brooms 
reported  above,  the  ]ui]iil8  have  ronovatod,  during  the  last  year,  most  of 
the  mattresses  in  use  in  tlio  Institution,  and  tlioy  are  prepared  to  till 
orders  for  mattre.sses  of  all  kinds,  from  tlio  clicapest  sliuok  to  llio  best 
spring  and  Iniir  nialtrosscB, 
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The  hciiltli  of  tho  ])uj)ils  has  been  good  during  tlio  year.  .Not  a dcatli, 
nor  a ca.se  of  serious  illness,  has  occurred  among  tliein  since  our  last  rcjiort 
was  made  to  the  (ieneral  Assembly.  The  Institution  was  founded  nearly 
twenit'-fivo  years  ago,  and  in  that  [leriod  only  four  piqjils  have  been 
removed  from  it  by  death.  The  lir.st  of  these  was  alHicteii  at  the  time  of 
her  admissien  into  tho  Institution  with  an  incurable  disease,  which,  in  a 
very  short  time,  resulted  in  death.  The  second  died  in  tho  .summer  vaca- 
tion. The  third  contracted,  in  tho  countiy,  during  vacation,  a disease 
which  terminated  fatally  soon  after  her  return  to  school.  And  the  fourth 
was  in  very  delicate  health  at  the  time  of  her  entrance  into  the  Institu- 
tion. 

Tiio  rate  of  mortality  in  this  Institution  lias  been  lower  than  in  any 
other  State  Institution  vvith  which  wo  arc  acquainted.  The  exemption 
from  disease  and  death  with  which  tho  Institution  has  been  favored  for  so 
many  yeai-s  of  its  existence,  is  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  verj' 
few  of  tho  i)U])ils  enjoy  vigorous  health  at  tho  time  of  their  admission 
into  tho  Institution,  partly  because  the  unfavorable  influences  that  result 
in  blindness  gcnei'ally  alTcct,  injuriousl}',  tho  entire  system  of  the  ))atient, 
and  partly  because  blind  children  and  youth  are,  by  tho  privation  of  • 
vision,  debarred  from  much  of  tho  plysical  exerci.so  which  is  so  salutary 
to  those  who  arc  blessed  with  the  sense  of  sight. 

Tho  entire  course  of  training  pursued  in  this  Institution  is  designed  to 
jiromoto  the  physical  health  and  vigor  as  well  as  tho  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  of  tho  pupils.  Tho  sanitary  regulations  of  the  Institution 
are  judicious.  T'he  school  rooms  and  dormitories  are  sjmeious  and  well 
ventilated.  Tho  food  is  jilcntiful,  varied,  and  nntritious.  A variety 
of  pleasant  emjiloyrnent  for  body  and  mind  is  provided  for  all.  Jlegu- 
larity  as  to  study,  recreation,  bathing,  eating,  handicraft,  and  re])Ose,  is 
earnestly  enjoined  upon  all;  and,  in  cases  of  illness,  the  patients  are  pro- 
vided with  every  comfort,  and  cared  for  with  the  tenderest  solicitude  by 
kind  and  faithful  nurses  and  skillful  and  attentive  physicians. 

The  pleasing  report  which  wo  are  enabled  to  make  in  regard  to  tho 
health  of  the  pupils  is,  with  the  two  following  exceptions,  e(|ually  a])pli- 
cable  to  the  other  inmates  of  the  Institution. 

In  July  last,  a bright-eyed  little  b(y.  a son  of  one  of  the  domestics  of 
tho  Institution,  was  attacked  with  small  pox  of  tho  moat  virulent  char- 
acter. The  Director,  taking  the  same  course  which  ho  adopted  in  tho 
previous  year,  when  one  of  the  pupils  was  attacked  wit!)  thi.s  fcarfu!  d'^- 
ease,  removed  the  patient  to  a part  of  tho  house  most  remote  from  the 
other  inmates;  and,  though  tho  case  for  many  days  seemed  utterly  hope- 
loss,  with  the  Divine  blessing  u])on  tho  etforts  of  faithful  nurses  and  a 
skillful  physician,  tho  little  sufl'erer  was  I'estored  to  perl'ect  healtl).;  and 
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wo  ffi-ntcfnllj-  rei)Ort  lliat  not  anotlicv  case  of  tlio  disease  occurred  among 
tlio  inmates  of  llio  Institution. 

It  is  our  painful  dutj-  to  record  the  death  of  an  able  and  devoted  tcaolier 
of  the  Institution.  In  18GI,  Miss  Abbio  F.  Crockett  was  appointed  teacher 
for  the  session  ending  in  July,  ISU.j;  and  slie  di.schargod  the  duties  of  her 
ofiice  so  acceptably  that  in  a few  months  after  the  close  of  that  session 
she  wa.s  invited  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  Institution,  caused  bj  the  resigna- 
tion of  another  teacher.  In  January,  180G,  she  resumed  the  duties  of 
teacher  with  health  somewhat  impaired,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
alarm  herself  or  her  friends.  In  a few  weeks  her  rapidly  declining  health 
compelled  her  to  resign  her  office  and  return  to  the  house  of  her  parents; 
and  before  the  end  of  the  summer,  she  passed  away  from  this  life,  deeply 
lamented  by  her  pupils,  and  all  with  whom  she  was  acquainted. 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  during  the  last 
year  has  been  sixty-five— twenty-nine  males,  and  thirty-six  females — of  whom 
sixty-three  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  one  of  Tennessee,  and  one  of 
Indiana. 

The  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Institution  in  the  year  1866,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  in  186G.—- 00 

Cash  from  Tennessee  and  Indiana  pupils ' 

State  appropriation  in  


Deduct  balance  against  Institution,  December  31st,  1805 


fl2,G'>9  21 
1,924  89 


$10,704  33 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  1866  have  been  ns 

Groceries,  provisions,  medicines,  &c 

Dry  goods,  bedding,  clotliing,  and  shoes 

Medical  attendance  $59  00;  salary  of  agent  $320  95 

■Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  laboi-ers 

Salaries  of  oflicers  and  teachers 

Fuel,  oil,  lamjrs,  

Table  ware  $121  84;  stoves  and  tinware  $274  29 

Scliool  desks  h'lCa  fiO;  blinds  $106  00;  wfishiug-machinc  $37  08- 
Kniimsscd  billies  iind  freij^ht  $105  37;  books  iuul  stationery  $95  86. 

Cabinot.  orpin,  tunitifr  pianos,  music,  &c 

City  railway  tickets  $60  00;  iron  work  $69  00-- 

lIorstMind  cow  $U30  00;  carriage  and  repairs  $374  00 

Rent  of  laud  $300  00;  insurance  $625  00 

Salaries  of  niecluuiiciil  teachers — -- — -- 

Machinery:  raw  materials  for  work  department,  kc ^l,i20  01 

Less  sales  of  muimfacturcd  avticles 1,110  87 


follows: 

$4,210 

04 

706 

20 

579 

95 

1,460 

00 

3,222 

50 

912 

09 

396 

13 

306 

53 

291 

23 

350 

21 

129 

00 

534 

00 

025 

00 

612 

50 

cot 

64 

15,239  47 


Leaving  against  the  Institution  a balance  of — 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Institution  will,  as  usual,  place  in  the  liands  of 
tiic  Stuto  Auditor  liis  report,  with  explicit  vouchers  for  ail  tlio  above  ox- 
peiiditurc.s.  With  a generosity  wliich  wo  could  not  anticipate,  tlie  Treas- 
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uror  lojuieil  to  this  Boaril,  witliout  interest,  a sum  suflicieiit  to  meet  the 
debts  of  the  Institution  at  the  end  of  the  year  ISlio,  amountiii!'  to 
SI),  and  the  additional  sum  of  82,(110  2(1,  to  meet  (be  debts  of  tbo 
year  ISiitl;  makiiif'  tbo  entire  amount  of  tbo  Treasurer’s  loans,  8 t.'illf)  l.o. 
A few  aeeonnts  duo  for  furniture,  not  yet  jjaid,  will  ineroaso  this  sum  to 
8r>,000.  W'itliout  means  to  discbargo  this  annually  increasing  debt,  and 
unwilling  to  impose  longer  a heavy  pecuniary  burden  upon  the  Treasurer, 
in  addition  to  bis  gratuitous  and  onerous  services  as  Treasurer  and  Trus- 
tee of  the  Institution,  the  Trustees  are  under  the  necessity  of  presenting 
the  wants  of  the  Institution  to  the  Legislature  which  called  it  into 
existence,  and  which  has  so  kindly  sustained  it  from  its  origin  to  the 
present  time.  The  earnest  hope  of  the  Trustees  that,  by  the  strictest 
economy,  they  might  support  the  institution  without  additional  aid  from 
the  Stale,  has,  under  the  high  prices  of  the  last  few  years,  not  been  fulfill- 
ed ; and  wo  are  convinced  by  tbo  severe  experience  of  many  j'ears,  that 
the  school  for  the  blind  in  Kentucky  caniiot  bo  ]>roperly  supported  for  a 
less  amount  than  is  required  for  the  suiiport  of  .State  educational  insiilu- 
tions  for  jiersons  blessed  with  the  sense  of  sight ; and  for  far  less  than  is 
found  necessary  to  maintain  schools  for  the  blind  in  other  States.  The 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  receives  annually  from  the 
State  Treasury  a larger  amount  than  the  entire  income  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  ; and  the  former  Institution  is,  moreover,  authorized  by  law 
to  collect  from  the  parents  of  State  ])upils  such  sums  as  they  maj’  be  able 
to  pa\' ; amounting  to  a large  sum  annually,  in  addition  to  the  State 
allowance  for  each  pu]iil.  The  Institution  for  the  Feeble  minded,  also, 
with  a larger  annual  allowance  from  the  State  than  is  granted  to  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Illind,  h.as  legal  authority  to  make  similar  collections 
from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  pupils,  in  addition  to  the  allowance 
from  the  .State  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  those  pupils.  No 
siicli  authority  has  been  desired  nor  obtained  by  the  Managers  of  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  This  Institution,  like  most  of  the  schools  for 
the  blind  in  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  is  strictly  a .Slate  Insti- 
tution, without  endowment,  and  entirely  dependent  u])On  the  Slate  for 
support.  By  authority  of  the  State,  it  offers  its  inestimable  privileges 
freely  to  all  worthy  blind  children  and  youth  in  Kentuckj’,  without  regard 
to  their  ]iecuniary  circumstances — to  the  poor  and  rich  alike.  The  law 
which  makes  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Bliml  a free  school  of  iho 
.Slate,  is  eminently  wise  and  just;  it  reflects  the  highest  honor  u]mn  the 
Legi.slatiiro  and  people  of  Kcntiick}’,  and  there  are  most  weiglit}-  objec- 
tions to  its  repeal ; yet,  the  exclusive  application  of  that  law  to  the  school 
for  the  blind,  evidently  .creates  the  necessity,  other  things  being  ecpial. 
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for  larcor  appropriations  to  it  tlian  are  required  by  the  otlier  educational 
institutions  of  tlie  State,  to  wliicli  the  law  does  not  apply.  But  other 
tbing.s  are  not  equal  ; the  education  of  the  blind  is  vastly  more  expensive 
Ilian  the  education  of  any  other  cla.ss  of  pupils,  as  will  be  readily  seen  by 
a nioniont's  consideration  of  the  follovving  extraordinary  expenses  in  a 
school  of  sightless  pupils  : 

1.  Books,  charts,  maps,  globes,  slates,  and  many  other  kinds  of  educa- 
tional apparatus,  prepared  for  the  blind,  are  exceedingly  expensive,  costing 
from  twenty  to  thirty  times  as  much  as  those  used  by  any  class  of  seeing 
pupils;  and  these  articles  being  continually  subjected  to  the  pressure  of 
the  pupils’  fingers,  are  much  sooner  injured,  and  require  more  frequent 
renewal. 

2.  Many  of  the  blind  need  a thorough  musical  education  to  qualify  them 
to  earn  a living  by  their  own  industry,  as  teachers  of  music,  and  as  organ- 
ists in  churches.  The  salaries  of  music  teachers,  and  the  purchase  and 
repairs  of  pianos,  organs,  and  other  exjiensive  musical  instruments,  greatly 
increase  the  cost  of  supporting  a school  for  the  blind.  Those  expenses 
are  not  necessary  in  any  other  benevolent  institution  of  the  State. 

3.  The  number  of  teachers  is  necessarily  greater  in  a school  of  the  blind 
than  in  any  other  containing  the  same  number  of  pupils.  In  a school  for 
deaf  mutes,  or  any  other  seeing  pupils,  a teacher  can,  by  visible  illustra- 
tions, instruct,  at  the  same  moment,  a class  of  forty  or  more  pupils.  In  a 
school  for  the  blind,  on  the  contrary,  the  teacher,  whenever  ho  uses  tan- 
gible ap])aratus,  must  patiently  apply  himself  to  each  member  of  the  elassi 
separately,  and  often  devote  more  time  to  a single  pupil  than  would  bo 
required  by  a class  of  fifty  pupils  enjoying  the  priceless  gift  of  vision. 
In  addition  to  instruction  in  literature,  music,  and  mechanic  arts,  many  of 
the  blind  need  constant  supervision  and  instruction  on  many  important 
points  every  hour  in  the  day.  Not  in  the  school-rooms  only,  but  in  the 
dining-rooms,  on  the  play -grounds,  everywhere,  the  presence  of  the  teacher 
is  important.  Numberless  valuable  lessons,  which  seeing  children,  with- 
out effort,  take  in  at  a glance,  with  no  instructor  but  nature,  the  sightless 
child  learns  onl}'  from  the  oft-repeated  instruction  of  the  patient  and 
faithful  teacher.  To  teach  some  of  the  blind  the  most  ordinary  and 
simple  lessons  in  manners,  to  enable  them  to  overcome  disagrooable 
personal  habits,  which,  through  the  neglect  of  friends,  they  have  been 
permitted  to  acquire,  is,  in  some  cases,  the  work  of  years — a work  far 
more  dillicult  than  to  guide  the  more  gil'tod  pupils  successfully  through  the 
entire  course  of  study  pursued  in  the  Institution.  There  are,  usually,  in 
tills  Rcliool,  several  feeble-minded  ])upils,  and,  occasionally,  one  deaf  and 
blind.  Tlio  peculiar  care  and  instiuiction  which  these  doubly-atllicted 
children  require,  add  greatly  to  the  labors  of  the  teachers. 
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4.  The  necessity  of  instructing  ninny  of  the  bliml  in  ineclinnical  arts, 
to  ]>rcjiare  tlietn  for  indejiciulonce  and  lia])]iincss,  subjects  tliis  Institulion, 
from  year  to  year,  to  considoralile  cxiicnso  wbieli  tlie  other  benevolent 
institiuiona  in  Kentucky  avoid;  as  tiiey  eitlier  have  no  mechanical 
deiiaitment,  or  else  sucli  doiiartmonts  have  been  established  by  special 
approiuuations  from  the  State  Treasury.  Sightless  a]i|)rentices  rcipiire, 
of  course,  a much  longer  and  more  oxjiensivo  course  of  instruction,  and 
waste  much  more  material  in  their  early  mechanical  ed'orts  than  any  cla.ss 
of  seeing  workmen. 

5.  The  other  benevolent  institutioms  of  Kentucky  have  been  furni:Tlied 
by  the  State  with  farms  of  greater  or  less  extent,  and  many  of  the  inmates 
cultivate  the  land  jlrofitably,  and  thereby  i-elievo  those  Institutions  from 
the  nocessitv'  of  pajdng,  annuallj*,  largo  sums  for  the  produce  of  garden 
and  farm.  The  blind  can  neither  cultivate  the  land,  nor  engage  in  many 
other  kinds  of  work  which  the  seeing  inmates  of  the  other  Institutions  of 
the  State  can  so  profitably  perform. 

6.  There  is,  moreover,  one  important  item  of  expenditure,  for  which,  we 
believe,  no  public  institution  in  the  world,  except  the  school  for  the  blind 
in  Kentucky,  is  expected  to  provide.  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  the  officers  of  this  Institution  are  authorized  to  present,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  every  meritorious  graduate  of  the  school, 
a cop3'  of  the  Holy  Bible,  jirinted  in  raised  letters,  and  other  books, 
amounting  to  825.  Conformity  to  this  act  makes  a serious  draft  upon  the 
limited  means  of  the  Institution;  yet  the  provision  is  a most  noble  one, 
and  has  ever  received  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
No  act  of  the  Legislature  more  beautifully  illustrates  the  gencrositj"  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  No  duty  of  the  oflicers  of  the  school  is  more  cheer- 
fully performed  than  that  of  placing  the  Holy  Bible  in  the  hands  of  the 
blind  graduates  to  enlighten  their  dark  pathway  through  life. 

An  examination  of  the  foregoing  part  of  this  report,  and  of  the  entire 
history  of  this  Institution  during  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence, 
as  presented  in  the  reports  of  the  Trustees  to  the  General  Assembly,  will 
furnish  convincing  proof  that  the  school  has  been  conducted  with  a sj’stcni 
of  economy  unsurpassed  in  any  other  first-class  school  for  the  blind  in 
the  United  States.  The  undersigned  Trustees  have  held  a long  official 
connection  with  the  Institution.  The  President  of  the  Board  has  served 
as  Trustee  ever  since  the  origin  of  the  Institution,  nearly  twent\’-fivo 
years  ago;  another  member  of  the  Board  was  elected  Trustee  twenty- 
three  j’cars  ago,  another  eighteen  3'oars  ago,  and  the  other  members  have 
been  connected  with  it  forj'ears.  We  are  therefore  enabled  to  speak  with 
the  greatest  confidence  in  regard  to  tho  management  of  the  Institution. 
Wo  arc  confident  that  no  State  Institution  in  the  Union  has  been  more 
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ably  and  faithfullj-  conducted.  Every  item  of  expenditure  lia.s  been 
examined  and  apjirovcd  by  the  Trustees,  and  the  accounts  of  tlie  Direct- 
or, sustained  by  explicit  vouclier.s,  show  bow  every  dollar  has  been 
expended  since  the  origion  of  the  school,  a quarter  of  a century  ago. 
Those  accounts  have  boon  often  examined  by  Legislative  Committees  and 
other  State  authorities,  and  have  never  failed  to  receive  unqualified 
approval.  For  all  their  long  and  arduous  services,  in  behalf  of  the  Insti- 
tution, the  Trustees  have  never  received,  nor  desired  to  receive,  the  least 
pecuniary  compensation.  Their  reward  has  arisen  from  the  satisfaction 
of  having  labored  to  promote  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  a most 
unfortunate  and  interesting  class  of  the  children  and  youth  of  our  beloved 
Commonwealth. 

In  addition  to  the  urgent  wants  of  the  Institution,  already  alluded  to 
in  this  report,  it  is  our  duty  as  guardians  of  the  blind,  as  well  as  of 
valuable  State  property,  to  invito  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  anothei-  most  important  want,  which  greatly  endangers  the  health  and 
lives  of  the  piqiils,  and  tiio  property  of  the  Institution.  For  the  second 
time,  since  its  removol  to  the  present  location,  the  Institution  is  destitute 
of  water.  The  lot  upon  which  it  is  located  was  selected  by  a Board  of 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  authorities;  and,  although,  in 
nearly  every  respect  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
selected,  it  has  neither  spring  nor  stream  to  furnish  the  vast  amount  of 
water  required  in  a family  of  seventy  persons;  and  the  efforts  of  the 
managers  to  obtain  water  by  sinking  a well  in  the  limestone  that  under- 
lies the  Institution,  proved  a failure.  The  water  that  fills  from  the 
heavens  upon  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  is  collected  into  cisterns,  upon 
which  the  Institution  has  hitherto  solely  depended,  is  now  altogether 
insufficient  for  the  schooi,  which  is  constantly  increasing  from  year  to 
year.  The  cisterns  are  exhausted,  and  now,  in  the  middle  of,  a severe 
winter,  with  an  empty  treasury,  wo  are  under  the  necessity  of  hauiing 
water  from  a groat  distance  at  a heavy  expense,  and  with  extreme  diffi- 
CLiliy.  In  case  a fire  should  break  out  in  the  Institution  in  its  ju'osent 
condition,  the  fate  of  the  buildings  could  not  be  doubtful.  Tim  entire 
destruction  of  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  by  fire  in  the  year  1S51, 
solely  on  account  of  the  want  of  water,  teaches  an  impressive  lesson. 
There  is  one  way  by  which  this  important  want  of  the  Institution  may  bo 
readily  supjilied.  The  main  pipe  leading  from  the  reservoir  of  the  Louis- 
ville water-works  into  the  city  of  Louisville,  passes  the  Institution  at  the 
distance  of  a third  ol' a iniie,  and  a branch  pipe  can  bo  laid  to  the  cisterns 
of  the  institution,  which  will  secure  an  abundant  and  uulailing  sujiply 
of  water  in  all  time  to  come.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  this  I’ipe, 
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and  the  additional  tanks,  water  closets,  and  other  fixtures  needed  will 
amount  to  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  ' 

In  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  Institution,  wo  most  reHj.ectfuIly  and 
earnestly  sohe.t  from  the  (Jeneral  As.scmbly  an  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand  dollars  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Institution  ; two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  the  imrchaso  of  the  necessary  musical  instruments;  and  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  pipe  and  water- works;  making  a total  ap- 
propriation of  ten  thousand  dollars.  With  this  appropriation,  the  ability 
of  ho  Institution  to  promote  the  health  and  improvement  of  the  blind 
children  and  youth  of  the  State,  will  be  greatly  enlarged. 

In  closing  this  report,  wo  commend  the  Institution  to  the  care  of  the 
General  Assembly  which  called  it  in.o  existence,  and  which  has  kindly 
sustained  It  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time;  and  we  re.spectfully  invilo 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  to  visit  the  school  and  examine  its  condi- 
tion in  the  confident  assurance  that,  as  ever  heretofore,  its  entire  manage- 
ment will  receive  their  cordial  aijproval. 

T.  S.  PELL, 

W.  P.  PHLKNAP, 

W.  KENDRICK, 

J.  G.  PAJtRET, 

J.  L.  ilcKEE, 

r miusH. 

A.ENTUCKY  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  PliND,  ) 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  Slst,  18G6.  ( 

9.  ^ 
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CATALOGUE  OP  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1806. 


Kames. 

Rttidcnce. 

_ _ Ikdiana. 

_Tennessb«. 

Louisville. 

_ Spencer  county. 

_ „Spcncer  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

.Hardin  county. 

Boone  county. 

.Covington. 

.Louisville. 

Washington  county. 

Johnson  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

' Louisville. 

.Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

Warren  county*. 

Chastina  Gross 

Louisville. 

Anderson  county. 

Campbell  county. 

John  W.  Hall - 

Ashland. 

Catlierine  M.  Hardin 

McLean  county. 

McLean  county. 

McLean  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Breckinridge  county. 

Hickman  county. 

Lewis  C.  Head 

Daviess  county. 

Klir.a  .1.  Hedges 

Daviess  county. 

Campbell  county. 

Uhoda  Hills 

Jefferson  county. 

William  W.  Holl/.elaw 

_IIart  county. 

Thomas  B.  daggers 

..Jefferson  county. 

Patrick  Kane 

Jefferson  county. 

Annie  Kendall 

..Louisville, 

Ellen  Kenny 

Boone  county. 

Kdward  K.  Martin 

Louisville. 
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Aamr^. 

Catherine  McDonald- 

Marjr  C.  Minds 

Alep.  M.  McLary 

Joseph  P.  Mitchell 

Sarah  J.  Mitchell 

Louisa  Monohan 

John  Moran 

George  Ncvill 

Clara  A.  Pearl 

Lucinda  Peggins 

Virginia  Porter 

Julia  Purnell 

Sarah  C.  Roberta 

Rlizahcth  Ross 

Mary  E.  Scott 

Walter  Shepherd 

John  Summers 

Algernon  T.  Flourney. 

Zenobia  Toma 

Winnie  Trocndle 

John  Vernon 

Mary  A.  Walker 

Josiah  J.  Washington 

Naomi  ^Vells 

Mary  Williams 

Martha  Williams 

William  Whitehead... 


.Louiflyille. 

. Louisville. 

. Adair  county. 
.Owon.sboro. 
.Covington, 
.l.onisville. 
.Jeflerson  county. 
.Shelby  county. 
.Hardin  county. 

. Owensboro. 

.Louisville. 

.Maysvillc. 

. Harrison  county. 
.Meade  county. 
.Meade  county. 
.Shelby  county. 

. Elizabctlitown. 
.Paducah. 

.Washington  county. 
. Loui.sville. 

.Hardin  county. 
.Louisville. 

.Hopkins  county. 
.Harrodsburg. 

.Meade  county. 

Meade  county. 
.Frankfort. 
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TWENTIETH  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Gommonwcalth  of  Kentucky  : 

The  undersif^nod,  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  151ind,  respectfully  present  their  Twentieth  Report. 

In  the  various  departments  of  the  School,  including  the  literary, 
scientific,  musical,  and  mechanical  branches,  the  improvement  of  the 
pupils  generally  has  been  liighly  satisfactory,  and  fully  equal  to  that 
of  any  former  year.  Equally  satisfactory  has  been  the  cultivation  of 
the  moral  powers  of  the  pupils.  With  few  exceptions  their  deport- 
ment is  worthy  of  the  highest  con  mendation.  They  are  .studious, 
cheerful,  docile,  conscientious,  and  ever  grateful  for  their  educational 
privileges. 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  during  the  last 
year  has  been  sixty-five — twenty-three  males  and  forty-two  females — 
of  whom  sixty-three  are  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  two  of  Indiana. 

'I'he  excellent  .sanitary  condition  of  the.  Institution,  alluded  to  in 
all  the  reports  of  the  Trustees  for  twenty-five  years,  has  continued 
through  the  year  just  terminated.  JVot  a single  case  of  illness  has 
required  the  attention  of  a physician  in  the  year  1807,  nor  in  the  last 
nine  months  of  the  year  IHOC).  So  singular  exemption  from  sickness, 
foi  a period  of  two  years,  in  an  institution  with  an  average  of  seventy- 
five  inmates,  speaks  most  favorably  of  the  sanitary  regulations  atvd 
the  general  management  of  the  Institution. 

It  is  the.  grateful  duty  of  the  'I'nistees  to  tender  the  thanks  of  the 
Institution  to  Dr.  W.  15.  Cheatham,  a tlistinguished  occulist  of  this 
city,  for  valuable  gratuitous  services  during  the  last  year.  For  several 
months  this  benevolent  gentleman  made  weekly  visits  to  the.  Institu- 
tion, and  treated  the  eyes  of  many  of  the  pupils,  with  no  reward  but 
the.  satisl.action  of  having  greatly  benefited  some  of  the  most  alllicted 
children  of  the  Etate,  who  will  every  gratefully  appreciate  his  kind- 
ness and  skill. 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  enjoys,  with  a single  im- 
portant exce[)tion,  all  the  advantages  necessary  to  insure  its  grcafe.st 
prosperity  and  usefulness.  Favored  with  an  able,  experienced,  and 
faithful  Buperintendent,  earnestly  devoted  to  its  interests,  with  a 
ilatron  of  rare  qualifications  for  the  office,  with  accomplished  and 
skillful  teachers,  intelligent,  studious,  and  exemplary  pupils,  an  at- 
tractive ami  salubrious  location,  anti  a commodious  building,  it  only 
needs  a sufficient  enlargement  of  its  pecuniary  resources  to  render  it, 
in  all  respects,  equal  to  the.  oldest  and  best  schools  for  the  blind  in 
this  or  any  other  land.  The  income  of  this  Institution  has  never 
been  adetpiate  to  its  wants ; but  the  impossibility  of  properly  sustain- 
ing  it  ^yith  its  limited  means  has  become  greater  during  the  last  few 
years,  in  consecjuencc  of  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
pupils,  the  greatly  enhanced  prices  of  all  articles  consumed  in  fcKe 
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Institution,  the  losses  caused  during  the  war  by  the  seizure  of  the 
building.s  of  the  Institution,  and  the  conversion  of  the  same  into  a 
military  hospital,  without  the  authority  of  the  National  Government, 
and  in  bold  delianee  of  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  restore  the  buildings  to  the  Blind  School,  the  removal  of  the  School 
to  a distant  location,  and  the  loss  of  live  stock,  furniture,  and  other 
property  by  theft  and  impressment,  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  most 
ngid  economy  consistent  with  the  health  of  the  pupils,  the  Trustees 
have  found  themselves,  year  after  year,  more  and  more  hampered, 
and  less  and  less  able  to  meet  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  the 
Institution.  The  long  official  connection  of  several  members  of  this 
Board  with  the  Institution,  extending  in  some  cases  to  twenty  and 
Uwenty-flve  years,  and  our  careful  attention  to  the  finances,  enable  ua 
'.to- speak  with  entire  confidence  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
Institution.  We  believe  that  no  State  Institution  in  the  Union  haa 
been  more  economically,  faithfully,  and  ably  conducted;  and  we  are 
jconfident  that  this  School  could  not  have  been  sustained  at  less  ex- 
pense without  depriving  the  pupils  of  the  comforts  and  even  the 
rnecessaries  of  life,  endangering  their  health,  and  utterly  defeating 
the  great  objects  for  which  the  School  was  established  by  its  benevo- 
lent founders,  and  for  which  the  sightless  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  have  sought  admission  to  its  privileges.  That  enlightened  and 
comprehensive  economy,  whi"h  constantly  and  carefully  guards  the 
lives  and  health  and  happiness  cf  the  pupils,  as  well  as  the  money  in 
the  treasury,  has  at  all  times  been  practiced  by  the  Managers  ot 
this  Institution;  and,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  a quarter  of  a century, 
we  are  able  to  report  for  that  long  period  a lower  rate  ot  mortality, 
.as  well  as  a lower  rate  of  expenditure,  than  has  obtained  in  any 
other  first-class  Institution  for  the  Blind  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. We  invite,  as  in  all  the  former  years,  the  most  rigid 
■scrutiny  into  the  financial  and  general  management  ol  the  Institu- 
tion. Not  a dollar  has  ever  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  without 
the  approval  of  the  Board  and  the  order  of  the  Bresideiit,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  Superintendent,  sustained  by  explicit  and  accurate 
vouchers,  showing  how  every  dollar  has  been  expended,  from  the 
ori<>-in  of  the  Institution,  have  often  been  examined  by  Legislative 
Committees  and  other  State  authorities,  and  have  always  received 
unqualilied  approval.  The  Ueport  of  the  Treasurer,  wi.h  vouchers 
■for  all  the  ex])enditures  of  the  year  1807,  has  been  placed  in  the 
.hands  of  the  State  Auditor.  The  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  1 rustecs 
lierform  the  duties  of  their  respective  otiices  without  any  jiecuniary 

The.  education  of  the  blind  is  vastly  more  expensive  than  that  ol 
anv  other  class  of  pupils,  as  may  be  readily  seen  by  an  examination 
,of  the  following  statmnent,  in  our  last  Report,  ol  the  extraoroinaiy 

expenses  in  a school  of  sightless  pupils  : 

1.  Books,  charts,  maps,  globes,  slates,  and  many  other  kinds  ol 
educational  apparatus,  pre]mred  for  the  blind,  are  exceedingly  ex- 
■Bcnsive,  costing  from  twenty  to  thirty  times  as  much  as  those  use.l  liy 
any  class  of  seeing  pupils;  and  these  articles  being  continually  sub- 
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jectcJ  to  the  presHure  of  tlic  pupils’  fingers,  are  inucli  sooner  injured, 
and  re((uire  much  more  Irenuent  renewal. 

"2.  iMany  of  the  blind  need  a thorough  musical  educntion  to  (jualify 
them  to  earn  a li\  ing  hj’  their  own  industry,  as  teachers  of  music,  and 
as  organists  in  cliurches.  'J'he  salaries  of  music  teachers,  and  the 
purchase  and  repairs  of  pianos,  organs,  and  othi'r  e.\])ensive  musical 
instruments,  greatly  increase  the  cost  of  su|)j)orting  a school  for  the 
bliud.  'I'liese  ex|)enses  are  not  necessary  in  any  other  benevolent 
institution  of  tin.’  .Stale. 

U.  'I'he  number  id’  teachers  is  necessarily  greater  in  a school  of  the 
blind  than  in  any  other  containing  tlie  same  nundier  of  pujiils.  In  a 
school  for  deaf  mutes,  or  any  other  seeing  pujiils,  a teacher  can,  by 
visible  illustrations,  instruct.,  at  the  s.aine  moment,  a class  of  twenty 
or  more  jiupils.  In  a school  for  the  blind,  on  the  contrary,  the  teacher, 
whenever  he  u,-ies  tangible  ap|)aralus,  must  patiently  apply  himself  to 
each  member  of  the  class,  separately',  and  often  devote  more  time  to 
a single  pu|)il  than  would  be  required  by  a class  of  forty  pupils  en- 
joying the  pricele-ss  gift  of  vision.  In  addition  to  instruction  in  litera- 
ture, music,  and  mechanic  arts,  many  of  the  blind  need  constant 
supervision  anil  in.itruction  on  many'  important  point.s  every'  hour  in 
the  day.  Not  in  the  school-rooms  only,  but  in  the  dining-rooms,  on 
the  play-grounds,  evei-y where,  the  presence  of  the  teacher  is  impor- 
tant. Numberless  valuable  lessons,  which  seeing  children,  without 
effort,  take  in  at  a glance,  with  no  iuslructor  but  nature,  the  sightless 
child  learns  only  from  the  oft-i'cpeated  instruction  of  the  jiatient  and 
faithful  teacher.  'I'o  te.ach  some  of  the  blind  the  most  ordinary  and 
simple  lessons  in  mannei-s,  to  enable  them  to  overcome,  disagreeable 
personal  habits,  w hich,  through  the  neglect  of  friends,  they  have  been 
permitted  to  acijuire,  is,  in  some  cases,  the  work  of  years — a work  far 
more  diliieult  than  to  guide  the  more  gifted  pupils  successfully  through 
the  entire  course  of  study  pursued  in  the.  institution.  'I’liere  are, 
usually,  in  this  school,  si'veral  fc(d)le-minded  |)upils,  and,  occasionally, 
one  deaf  and  blind.  'I'he  peculiar  care  and  instruction  which  these 
doubly-alllicted  chihlren  require,  add  gi'catly  to  the  labors  of  the 
teachers. 

4.  The  necessily  of  instructing  many  of  the  blind  in  mechanical 
arts,  to  jirepare  them  for  independence  and  hap|)iness,  subjects  this 
Institution,  from  year  to  year,  to  considerable  exjien.se  which  the 
other  benevolent  institutions  in  Kentucky  avoid  ; as  they  cither  have 
no  mechanical  departments,  or  else  such  deiiartmcnts  have  been  es- 
tablished by  special  appropriations  from  the  State  Treasury.  Sight- 
less apprentice.^  ret|uire,  of  course,  a much  longer  and  more  e.xiiensive 
course  of  instruction,  and  w'aste  much  more  material  in  their  early 
mechanical  ell'orts,  than  any'  class  of  seeing  workmen. 

5.  'I'he  other  benevolent  institutions  of  Kentucky'  have  been  fur- 
nished by  the  State  with  farms  of  greater  or  less  e.xtent,  and  many  of 
the  inmates  cultivate  the  land  profitably,  and  thereby  relieve  those 
Institutions  from  the  m.-cessity  of  paying,  annually,  large  sums  for  the 
produce  of  garden  and  farm.  'I'lie  blind  can  neither  cultivate  the 
land,  nor  engage  in  many  other  kinds  of  work  which  the  seeing  in- 
mates of  the  other  Institutions  ol  the  IStale  can  so  profitably  perform. 
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'"'”■^'’''^’■>'’"6  important  item  of  expenditure,  for 
which,  wo  believe,  no  public  institution  in  the  world  excent  the 
School  lor  the  Blind  in  Kentucky,  is  expected  to  provide’.  By  an  act 
of  the  Lepslature  ol  Kentucky,  the  olficer.s  of  this  Institution  arc 
authorized  to  present,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  every 
meritorious  graduate  of  the  School,  a copy  of  the  Holy  Bible,  printed 
in  laised  letters,  and  other  books,  amounting  to  nearly  §25.  Con- 
formity to  thi.s  act  makes  a serious  draft  upon  the  limited  means  of 
the  Institution  ; yet  the  provision  is  a most  noble  one,  and  has  ever 
received  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  No  act 
of  the  Legislature  more  beautifully  illustrates  the  generosity  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  No  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  School  is  more 
cheerfu  ly  performed  than  that  of  placing  the  Holy  Bible  in  the 
hands  of  the  blind  graduates  to  enlighten  their  dark  pathway  through 

extraordinary  expenses  of  the  Kentucky  School  for 
the  Blind,  to  which  the  other  benevolent  institutions  of  Kentucky 
have  never  been  subjected,  have  not  probably  been  duly  considered 
by  the  Legislature,  as  may  be  seen  by  a glance  at  the  following  facts 
in  relation  to  all  the  benevolent  educational  institutions  of  the  State: 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes  received,  many  years 
ago,  frorn  tim  Congress  of  the  United  States,  donations  of  large  tracts 
of  land  m Florida  and  Arkansas,  from  sales  of  which  the  Managers 
of  the  Institution,  in  the  year  1861,  reported  that  they  had  received 
nearly  sixty^  thoiisaiid  dollars;  and  they  report  in  the  year  1867  a 
permanent  juncl,  derived  chiefly  from  Congressional  donations,  of  more 
than  twenty-six  thmisand  dollars;  and  yet  the  Institution  for  Deaf 
Mutes  receives  annually  from  the  State  Treasury  larger  appropria- 
tions than  the  entire  income  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  ; and  the 
Institution  lor  Deaf  Mutes  is,  moreover,  authorized  by  law  to  collect 
from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  State  pupils,  such  suras  as  they  may 
be  able  to  pay — in  the  aggregate  a large  amount  annually — in  ad- 
dition to  the  quarterly  allowance  for  State  pupils,  and  the  annual 
■appropriations  from  the  State  Treasury. 

The  Institution  for  Feeble-minded  and  Idiotic  Children,  also,  with 
a larger  annual  allowance  from  the  State  for  each  State  pupil  than  is 
granted  to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  has  legal  authority  to  make 
similar  colle.ctions  from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  pupils  in 
addition  to  the  State  allowance  for  each  pupil. 

No  such  authority  is  posse.ssed  or  desired  by  the  Managers  of  the 
ffistitution  for  the  Blind.  This  Institution,  like  other  schools  for  the 
blind  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  is  strictly  a State  school,  with- 
out  endowment,  and  entirely  dependent  upon  the  State  for  support. 
Ly  legislative  authority,  it  oilers  its  privileges  freely  to  all  worthy 
blind  children  and  youth  in  Kentucky,  without  regard  to  their  pecu- 
niary cii  cumstances  to  the  rich  and  ])oor  alike.  The  law  ^\dlich 
makes  this  Institution  a free  school  of  the  State  is  eminently  wise 
Tcllects  the  highest  honor  upon  the  Legislature  and  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  ; and  in  behalf  ol  the  blind  children  of  the  State  we 
would  most  earnestly  deprecate  its  repeal;  yet  the  exclusive  appli- 
cation ol  that  law  to  this  Institution  increases  the  many  great 
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ppciininry  disadvantapruH  undcr’which  it,  lias  laborod  for  twenty-five 
yearn  in  the  great  work  of  educating  the  wightlenH  cliildren  and  youth 
of  the  State. 

Jn  addition  to  tlie  nales  of  njanufactured  articles  reported  below, 
two  hundred  brooms  have,  been  made  for  the  use  of  tin;  Institution, 
and  broom  machines,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars,  have  been  manufactured  to  order,  but  not  yet  delivered.  Ail 
other  manufactured  articles  and  all  unmanufactunal  materials  were 
sold  before  the  close  of  the.  year. 

The  mentis  in  the  hands  of  the  1’rustecs,  to  meet  the  e.xpenses  of 
the  Institution  in  the  year  18(57,  have  been  as  follows: 


.\nnuiil  approprintiim.  1867  $6,000  00 

Allowance  for  Stiile  pupil, % 1867 7 297  00 

From  Indiiina  pupils 175  oo 


Balance  against  Institution  December  .81,  1866 


$13,472  50 
4,535  15 


Balance  for  support  of  Institution  in  1867 

The  e.xpenditurcs  during  the  year  18(57  have  been  as 


follows : 

Salaries  of  olliccrs  and  teachers $3,022  50 

Wages  of  servants,  .seamstres.s,  laborerii,  and  auditor 1,759  50 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  Ac 5,242  GO 

Dry  goods,  carpets,  oil-cloth,  bedding,  and  shoes 753  44 

Furniture 33 1 po 

Stoves,  tinware,  tableware,  and  hardware 4;!9  7.t 

Water-pipe,  iron-work,  horse-shoeing,  <kc 232  14 

Painting,  rejiair.s,  &c 073  35 

Ilaoling  water  and  lilting  cisterns I73  75 

Kepairing  and  tuning  pianos 2,5  no 

K.tpens!e8  of  c.vhibition  at  Frankfort 84  00 

IIor.se,  harness,  and  cow 23.5  50 

Fuel,  oil,  lamps,  Ac 581  29 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  fence,  ic. 320  73 

Kooks,  stationery,  and  printing - 53  28 

City  railway  tickets 90  qq 

Kent  of  land  300  00 

Expenses  ot  legislative  examination 454  oO 


Le.s3  sales  of  manulactuied  articles,  &c 580  72 

230  70 

(nsurance 025  00 


Leaving  against  the  Institution,  December  31,  1867,  a balance  of. 


$8,937  3i 


$15,527  61 
$6,590  17 


\\e  earnestly  solicit  from  the  General  Assembly  an  appropriation 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  above  debt,  to  meet  the  ifitlicit  in  the 
income  ol  the  nc.xt  two  years,  and  to  supply  some  of  the  most  urgent 
wants  of  the  In.stitution. 

A proper  regard  for  the  lives  and  health  of  the  pupil.s  and  the 
property  of  the  Institution,  requires  a better  sup|)ly  of  water  than 
has  hitherto  been  enjoyed.  The  lot  upon  which  the  school  is  located 
was  selected  by  a Board  of  (fiunmissioners  appointed  by  the  State 
authorities;  and  while  it  is  in  nearly  every  resj)ect  admirably  adapted 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  selected,  it  has  neither  spring  nor 
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stream  to  furnish  the  vast  amount  of  water  required  in  so  large  an 
Institution;  and  every  cd'ort  of  the  Managers  to  obtain  water"  by 
sinking  a well  in  the  limestone  that  underlies  the  Jn.slitution,  has 
resulted  in  failure.  The  rain-water  collected  from  the  roof  of  the 
building,  upon  which  the  Institution  has  hitherto  depended,  is  alto- 
gether insullieicnt ; and  during  the  last  two  years  the  cisterns  have 
again  and  again  become  exhausted,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
haul  water  from  a great  distance,  at  heavy  expense,  to  meet  the  ordi- 
nary wants  of  the  Institution.  The  entire  destruction  of  the  build- 
ings of  this  Institution  by  lire,  in  the  year  1851,  solely  on  account  of 
the  want  of  water,  and  the  narrow  escape  of  the  pupils  with  their 
lives,  teach  a mo.st  impressive  lesson  that  cannot  soon  be  forgotten. 
In  case  a lire  .should  break  out  again  in  the  night  in  the  Institution 
while  destitute  of  water  and  .so  remote  from  the  firemen  and  fire- 
engines  of  the  city,  to  the  destruction  of  valuable  property  of  the 
State  might  be  added  the  loss  of  the  lives  of  the  sightless  pupils  that 
would  be  lamented  everywhere  in  all  time  to  come.  By  timely  pre- 
eaution,  we  trust  so  fearful  a calamity  may  be  averted.  Ajiparatus 
for  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  fire  may  be  introduced  into  the 
Institution  at  small  expense,  and  a pipe,  connecting  the  building 
with  one  of  the  branch  pipes  of  the  Louisville  Water-works,  a third 
of  a mile  distant,  will  bear  an  abundant  and  unfailing  supply  of 
water  to  the  Institution,  and  water  may  then  be  a.s  free  to  all  the 
inmates  of  the  Institution  as  the  air  of  Heaven.  The  introduction 
of  water  will  justify  the  fitting  up  of  all  needed  bath-rooms,  water- 
closets,  an  infirmary  in  each  wing  of  the  building,  and  an  eruptive 
infirmary  in  the  upper  story  for  patients  sulfering  with  contagious 
diseases.  As  the  Institution  must  depend  upon  rain  or  river  water  for 
all  purposes,  an  ice-house  is  almost  indispensable  to  the  comfort  and 
health  of  the  inmates. 

A danger  of  a dilfercnt  kind,  but  no  less  fearful  than  that  of  fire, 
threatens  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution  a?id  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  pupils.  I’his  danger  was  foreseen  and  pointed  out  ten  years 
Rffo,  by  Rev.  ,J.  D.  Matthews,  D.  U.,  then  the  distinguished  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  earnest  friend  of  Ibis  Institu- 
tion. In  his  Report  to  the  Legislature,  he  recommended  “.an  appro- 
priation to  enable  the  Trustees  to  purchase  land  adjacent  to  the 
institution,  to  protect  it  against  annoying  buildings  and  uncongenial 
neighbors.”  'I'luit  I'ecomniendation  was  not  urged  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture by  the  Trustees,  because  the  most  desirable,  of  the  adjacent  land 
was  not  I’or  sale.  A year  ago,  the  land  on  the  west  of  the  In.stitution 
was  placed  in  the  markt^t,  and,  but  for  the  vigilance  and  energj'  of 
the  Superintendent,  it  would  (piickly  have  fallen  into  the  bands  of 
uncongenial  ncighhors,  and  even  now  aniioging  biiililiiig.':  w ould  stand 
within  a lew  yards  of  the  Blind  School  ; and  eve.i'y  bree/.e  from  the 
west  would  bear  disagreeable  soninis  and  olfensive  odors  to  the 
adlicted  children  whose  eyes  arc  forever  closed  to  all  \isihle  beauty. 
The  land  on  the  north  and  east  of  the  Institution  will  be  ollered  for 
sale  in  the  coming  spring,  and,  without  jtrompt  action  on  the  jtart  of 
the  Institution,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  th.at  it  will  be 
secured  by  uncongenial  neighbors,  who  will  devote  it  to  .such  purposes 
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i,  (Iccplv  lanu  ntf-d  -y  tlx  M-  « Uie.  greatest  aiul  plra.ure 

pupUs.  Jlu.u-  .s  aol  only  a ^ nx-ans  of  u.olul- 

[o  the  l.lin.l-it  pn.ini.-^os  ,vho 


ness  ainl  ind.  peixU  nee  ns  organists 

expect  to  opportnnities  for  a thorough 

in  churelx.s,  we  'iStiil  Ihr  doing  this,  at  present  arc 

musical  edueauon,  , • belonging  to  the  Institution, 

very  unsatislaetoia  . , ’ ’^be  ,norc  advanced  pupils,  has  been  in 

and  the  only  one  suitable  h i and  the  other  ])iano3  have 

constant  school  practice  io  > longer  service. 

been  in  use  tbe’  best  improvement  possible  under 

indispensable  to  the.ir  further  of  the  Institution, 

The  school-rooms,  f ’j/JceoiI.niend  that  the  lloors  of 

greatly  need  iurniture  , younger  pupils  and  by  the  female 

..bian„r.i  c.n.eu,e.,..aaiy u. 

winter  ' 


u™„i of  ;i'« 


most 


In  view  of  all  these  urgent  wains  Assembly  an 

respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  ‘‘’‘J  ‘ .Useharge  the  did.ts  of 

Lpiropnation  of  eleven  to  meet  the 

the  Institution,  um*  ,wo  thousand  live  hundred 

ordinary  expenses  lor  he  I'J,'  ’,nher.  musical  instruments; 

dollars  lor  the  pmdui.  e * • „ btiin'^  up  inlirmaries,  water- 

three  thousand  didlars  oi  ‘ j ’ „j’^bv(;  biindred  dollars  lor 

u,u 

ii.f-.ls';  »?ctV.  o.,a  ;,.„„ovo..u.,.f  or 

the  pupils.  ,o^.~  it  completed  the  lirst 

The  Imtitution  early  in  the  >ea  , l„„g  and  thorough 

quarter  of  a century  .d  its  satisfactory  ami 

public  review  in  a maiiiicr  in  ‘ .a, "180.0,  four  blind  men 

‘pleasing  to  its  friends  and  ‘-"f  ‘ Vrtmes,  as  was  stated  to  the 

were  expelled  Iroui  the  . c 100  y year.  Although  they  were 

General  ,’''‘q,,7ibe  coidiaf  aiiproval  of  all  the  pui.ils  m 

unanimously  expelU  d with  ti  , ' j „aiient  exaniinat ion,  they 

tbe  School,  and  after  a most  and  of  the  inanage- 

complained  to  the  ^^es  and  Superintendent,  contideiit 

,„ent  of  the  Institution.  1 ho  > ^ ^^;;:;;\be  h '» 

that  no  w rong  had  been  coimnitte  , „ tbe  entire  management 

g,«c  tl.c  ,.|oo.g...of  ' , er  o' „ooo,,r.nyly 
of  the  Institution.  ^ jb,.  last  session  of  the  General  As- 

Si;'I's  uT.lir;.  too  dcV.roa  to  .l.C  Ct„.„i„.au.u  or  W.U.O=»0.. 
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find  ihetuLs,  could  be  induced  to  anocarTV*^  '"'"n 
opposition  to  the  School ; and  the  wobd?f  ' f ‘'’®.  committee  in 

01-  these  twelve  vvitness,;^  w-L  deS  c combined  testimony 
and  its  management.  Several  other  ne/  'r^'7  •n.stitution 

were  sumnioned  by  the  onnosition  K,  f ii  v ^‘'om  its  origin, 

the  highest  degree  favorable  to  the  School’'and 'th 
I he  testimony  in  defense  of  the  School  i Superintendent, 

of  the  Institution  from  distant  0^  0^^^^  Graduates 

other  States,  as  well  Is  oarer  t of  of , Kentucky,  and  from  several 
join  their  testimony  to  that  of  the  und'e^"^’  to  Louisville  to 

of  the  Institution  hi  Lftnse  of  hs  friends 

sisteiit  cross-e.xamination  throm^hout  the^hfvrt”*  ’ f L®''- 
a single  fact  unfavorable  r^the  schod  o elicit 

the  graduates  and  puiiihs  from  the  first  ho,  ^ i ‘Superintendent.  All 
tioii  in  the  year  184;i,  to  the  H«t  child  re  ^ u-dmitted  into  the  Institu- 
the  above  named  e.-xcemti^;, 

School  and  Superinteiident.  ’in  the  rou^e  of  he 

Institution.  It  had  loi^g  bertnowii  fhTt  h 'r 
the  Blind  was  most  successfullv  cond  r i Kentucky  School  for 
small  e.vpense  to  the  State  ■ some  of  comparatively  very 

of  that  low  e.\penditure  were  first  mn  cu-uses  of  that  success,  and 
investigation.  It  was  laiow  i tS  it.  by  that 

the  Superintendent,  in  the  year  1842  IpV  of  this  Board  that 

classical  institute  in  Ihrcitrof  ^00!  Hourishing 

State  School  for  the  Blind  at  a npcn^'*  *^ook  charge  of  the 

thousand  dollars  a year  ■ but  iio^mp  sacrifice  of  more  than  a 

century  he  had  also  srpnemn  I,-  Ration  that  for  a quarter  of  a 
sacred  work  of  educating  the  iilind‘“Sucky"'‘‘“'" 

in  the  investigation  Professors  ^ If  *'^'"*'‘"‘ony  ol  witnesses 

are  graduated  of  this  ln°^tu;^;„^;/^av^fo 

consequence  of  their  trainimr  in  "i his  «pI^  i^'t  receiving,  in 

incomes  than  their  teacher  -rnd  t!  ®cliool,  larger  salaries  and 
desired  from  the  State  Smpeniitendeiit  ever  received  or 

’’f"  r.,,,. 

in  his  favor,  and  ma  b tP  ? LI, ml,  offered  their  testimony 

kindnc.ss  that  w.as  e.xhibited  by  hi  ■ «?"!’'( 1 uppreciafion  of  his 

all  his  worthy  pupils  for  tweiilv  p ' pupils.  I he  gratitude  of 

tor  to  the  you,i"ei  Id  all  m ^'-um  the  honored  Sena- 

The  tcstilnon^talLn  wa  '^  ™ ‘beautiful. 
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iorvcii  in  the  archives  of  tlio  Institution.  It  will  furnish  a rich  fund 
of  information  to  the  future  biographer  and  historian  of  llie.  Institu- 
tion. The  cost  of  the  investigation  to  the  Slate  is  insignitieant  in 
comparison  with  the  vast  good  that  has  already  sprung  from  it. 

The  result  of  the  investigation  was,  as  every  intelligent  friend  of 
the  school  eonlidently  anticipated,  a most  triumphant  vindication  of 
the  Su|)erintendent  and  the  management  of  the  Institution  for  a 
quarter  of  a century,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  brief  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  legislative  committee  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly : 

“ 'i  our  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind  has  been  managed  with  unsurpassed  skill,  and  that  the 
testimony,  without  exception,  accords  to  Mr.  B.  M.  Batten  the  highest 
qualities  as  a 1'eacher  and  Superintendent;  and  after  a full  and  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  evidence,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Batten  has  fully  exonerated  himself  from  all  the  charges 
preferred  against  him;  and  after  a full,  thorough,  and  searching 
investigation  into  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  Institution 
from  the  time  of  its  creation  up  to  the  present,  it  is  to  us  a source  of 
pleasure  to  announce  that  Mr.  Batten  and  the  Trustees  who  have 
had  the  control  of  said  Institution,  have  fully  vindicated  themselves 
from  ail  charges  preferred  against  them.” 

In  conclusion,  we  commend  the  School  for  the  Blind  to  the  foster- 
ing care  of  the  General  Assembly  which  called  it  into  existence,  and 
which  has  kindly  sustained  it  for  a quarter  of  a century. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


K 


T.  S.  BELL, 

JAMES  HARRISON, 

S.  A.  ATCHISON, 
WM.  KENDIHGK, 

J.  G.  BARRET, 
HENRY  J.  STITES, 

Trustees. 


ENTi  cKY  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  1867. 
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CATALOGUE  Ob’  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 


Names. 

Josephine  B.  Burns 

Alice  Bradley 

May  I.  Campbell 

John  Cheep  

Anna  E.  Cochiau 

Martha  A.  Cochran 

Nannie  F.  Cooper 

Mary  Costello 

Nancy  Cos 

Martha  J.  Daniel 

Jennie  Dixon 

Frank  Ellis 

John  Ernst 

Algernon  T.  Flournoy. 

John  M.  Forrester 

Mary  E.  Gallagher 

Theresa  E.  Getton 

Josephus  Getton 

William  T.  Gibbs 

Louisa  C.  Glorious 

Elizabeth  Goalder 

Franklin  C.  Godbey  — 
Covington  B.  Guion.  — 
Richard  J.  Harobleton. 
Catharine  M.  Hardin 

John  J.  Hardin 

Thomas  Hnzlep 

Eliza  J.  Hedges 

Lucinda  Hedges 

Rhoda  J.  Hills 

Wealthy  J.  Hill 

Wallace  W.  IToltzcla-w 

Susan  Hundley 

Annie  Husk 

Patrick  Kane 

Annie  B.  Kendall 

Ellen  Kenney 

Edward  E.  Martin  — 

Clara  Mattingly 

Catliarinc  McDonald  _ 

Alep  McLary 

Joseph  P.  Mitchell  — 

Sarah  J.  Mitchell 

Louisa  Monohiin 

Sallic  M.  Neal 

George  Ncvill 

Clara  A.  Pearl 

Lucinda  Peggins 

Virginia  Porter 

Julia  Purnell 

Mary  F.  Rogers 


Residence, 

.Indiana. 

. Douisville. 

.Louisville. 

.Ashland. 

.Spencer  county. 
.Spencer  county. 
.Boone  county. 
.Louisville. 

.Marion  county. 
.Johnson  county, 
.Jefferson  county. 
.Louisville. 
.Louisville. 

.Paducah. 

.Boyle  county. 
.Louisville. 

.Grayson  county. 
..Grayson  county. 
..Louisville. 
..Louisville. 

..Barren  county. 
..(Miristiansburg. 
..Louisville. 
..Ashland. 

..McLeau  county. 
..McLean  county. 
..Breckinridge  county* 
..Daviess  county. 
..Daviess  county. 

Campbell  county. 

..Woodford  county. 
..Jefferson  county. 
..Lexington. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

__ Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Boone  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

..Adair  county. 

Owensboro. 

Covington, 

...Louisville. 

Lexington. 

...Bbelby  county. 
...Hardin  county. 

Owensboro. 

...Louisville. 

.—Fayette  county. 
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Names. 

Rebecca  V.  Ropers 

Elizabeth  Rons 

Elizabeth  Schafer 

John  Summers  

Zenobia  Toms 

Minnie  Troen<lle 

John  II.  Vernon 

Mary  A.  Walker 

Josiah  J.  Wusliingtun 

Naomi  Wells 

William  Whitehead., 

Martha  Williams 

Mary  William.s  

William  J.  Winfrey,, 


Residence. 
.Fayette  county. 
Meade  county. 
Indiana. 

P!)Ii7.abeth  town. 

, Washinplon  county, 
l/ouisrillo. 

Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 

Hopkins  county. 

Harrodsburg. 

Frankfort. 

Meade  county. 

.Meade  county. 

Adair  county. 
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OFFICERS  AND  TEACUERS. 


lUiYCE  M.  I’ATTEN,  A.  M., 

director. 


Miss  CLARA  C.  PLIMPTON, 

TEACHER. 


Miss  MARY  L.  WOOD, 

TEACHER. 


Miss  ELIZA  T DAVIS,* 

TEACHER. 


Mr.  FERDINAND  GROSKOPF,  • 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC. 


Miss  LOANNA  A.  HASKELL, 

MATRON. 


DAVID  LASCII,* 

TEACHER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 


Totally  blind. 


* » 9 


, -‘te  J*  • 
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TWENTV-FfKST  RKPOKT. 


To  the  Ccncral  Axscmhti/  of  the  Cominniiwealth  of  Kcnlucky : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Keiitueky  luslitution  for  tlie  Kducalion  of  the 
Blind,  are  happy  to  report  that  the  State  Institution  under  their 
chaige  has  been  favored  with  another  year  of  uninterrupted  pros- 
perity. The  pupils  generally  have  enjoyed  go3d  health  sinee  out- 
last report  was  presented  to  the  Ceueral  Assembly,  and  while  the 
number  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  has  been  somewhat  less 
than  in  some  ])revious  years,  the  number  of  studious,  doeile,  faith- 
ful seholars  has  been  greater  than  ever  before,  and  their  moral, 
intelleetual,  and  physical  improvement  has  been  more  satisfactory 
than  in  any  former  year. 

The  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  your  honorable 
body  has,  as  we  conlidentl>  anticipated,  contributed  very  greativ  to 
the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  e.spccially  in  the  musical  department 
of  the  School.  Four  new  pianos  have  been  purchased;  all  the  old 
pianos  belonging  to  the  Institution  have  been  repaired;  the  in.stru- 
mcnls  necessary  lor  a brass  band  and  an  orchestra  have  been  pro- 
cured; two  bands  have  been  organized  and  are  in  successful 


operation,  and  the  pupils  have  attained  to  a much  higher  degree 
ol  e.vcellcnce  in  music  than  at  any  former  time. 

Ihc  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  has  also 
greatly  promoted  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils.  Infirmaries 
for  the  sick,  and  water-closets  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  at  night, 
have  been  fitted  up  in  the  most  substantial  manner;  furniture  has 
been  purchased;  new  beds  and  carjiets  for  the  rooms  of  most  of 
the  pupils  have  been  procured;  an  ice-house  has  been  built,  and 
filled  with  ice;  many  parts  of  the  main  edifice  of  the  Institution, 
which  were  injured  by  Federal  soldiers  in  the  year  1802,  have  been 
thoroughly  repaired;  various  other  improvements  have  been  made; 
and  the  School  is  now,  in  all  respects,  in  a more  prosperous  condi- 
tion than  ever  before;  and  its  prospects  for  e.xtensive  usefulness  are 
more  llattcring  than  at  any  other  time  since  the  origin  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 
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institdtion  for  iue  blind. 


The  Important  work  of  securing  to  the  Institution  an  unfailing 
Bupply  of  water,  which  we  hoped  to  accomplish  in  the.  last  year, 
has  micessarily  been  postponed.  According  to  the  estimate  of  the 
present  engineer  of  the  Louisville  Water  Company  the  cefst  of  a 
water-pipe,  si.x  inches  in  diameter,  connecting  the  buildings  of  the 
Institution  with  the  main  pipe  of  the  Louisville  Water-works,  will 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  funds  placed  in  our  hands  for  that  puipose 
by  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.  We  have  therefore  been  com- 
pelled to  defer  this  important  improvement  until  an  appropriation 
Lall  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  or  until  the  Water  Company  will 
relieve  the  Institution  of  a part  of  the  expense  of  the  work.^ 

The  lot  of  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  tie  gionn 
Institution  on  the  north  and  east  was,  as  we  anticipated  at  the  date 
of  our  last  report,  sold  at  auction  in  October  last.  It  was  so  d at 
a low  price,  but  without  division,  and  for  a sum  far  bejond 
appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of  an  . 
We  deeply  regret  that  we  had  not  the  means  and  authority  to 
purchase  the  entire  lot  for  the  Institution,  in  order  to  protect  the 
Lhool  from  the  annoying  buildings  and  uncongenial  neig..bors 
alluded  to  in  former  reports.  This  land  i.s  now  held  at  an  advanced 
pile;  but,  for  the  reasons  presented  in  our  last 

mend  that  the  Trustees  be  authorized  to  purchase,  at  least,  t at  part 
of  it  lying  north  of  the  Institution,  and  between  it  and  the  Broxi 

11  1 .Ld  Tl,.  b,  .0.  of  .he  Leoi.l.U.re  ..  .he  lee. 

LTi.n,  i.  now  wi.hi„  .he  limit,  of  the  eity  "f  i 

value  of  hand  in  this  vicinity  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  oil  lamps  by  which  the  Institution  is  lighted  are  cons 
sources  of  danger  .to  the  lives  of  the  pupils  and  tie  P'°P®‘  > 
the  Institution;  and  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  the  i tie 
duction  of  gas  into  all  the  rooms  in  which  lights  are  needed  by 

teachers  pupils,  attendants  and  servants. 

Suitable  walks  and  avenues,  properly  laid  out  throng  i t le  groun  ^ 
of  the  Institution,  would  greatly  promote  the  health  and  happmes 
f the  nunils  by  inducing  them  to  take  more  frequent  exercise 
le  open  air';’ but  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution  have  hithertc 
prevented  us  from  making  these  desirable  ‘"M-oymemts. 

It  was  deemed  advisable,  in  July  last,  to  accept  the 
reliable  insurance  companies  to  insure  for  three  yeais, 
diminished  rates,  the  buildings,  furniture,  and  apparatus  of 
Btitution.  to  the  amount  of  lifty  thousand  dollars. 
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Ihe  receipts  of  the  Institution  in  the  year  18(58  have  been  as 
follows:  . 


Annual  appropriation 

Allowance  for  SLite  pupils 


$r.,000  00 

S,92(!  G5 


Special  appropriation 

From  pupils  from  other  States. 
Lrom  sales  of  broom  machines 


$11,920  0.1 
20,000  00 
05  00 
1 72  25 


Balance  against  Institution  December  31,  1807 


$32,103  90 
0,590  17 


$25,573  73 

The  expenditures  in  the  year  1808  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 


Jlnsical  instruments 
Water-works,  ic 

Furniture,  carpets,  mattress  materials,  &c 

Blinds  and  curtains 

Stone  work,  painting  plastering,  ic 

Ice-house 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  and  repairs 

Dry  goods,  bedding,  ic 

Salaries  of  ollicers,  teachers,  and  physician  in  1808,  and  last 

quarter  1807  

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  nurse 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  &o 

Fuel  and  oil 

Cooking  range,  stoves,  and  tin  ware 

Hardware,  table  ware,  churn,  and  wringer 

Iron  work  and  horse-shoeing 

Cows  and  horse 

Cjirt,  saddle,  and  Imrness _ 

Repairs  of  wagons  and  carriages,  dilference  in  e.xchange  of 
roeka way-buggy  and  old  buggy,  and  cleaning  vanlt.__ 
Rent  of  land 

Kipenscs  of  exhibition  at  Frankfort 

Books  and  stationery 

Traveling  expenses  of  indigent  pupils,  city  railway  tickets, 

and  omnibus  hire 

Insurance  of  fifty. thousand  dollars  on  buildings,  furniture, 

and  apparatus  fur  three  years 

Broom  materials,  Ac.,  less  sales  of  brooms 


$1,882  82 
841  04 
030  05 
104  70 
007  05 
395  40 
801  33 
902  88 


5,170  05 
1,759  75 
0,244  72 
1,029  97 
717  00 
348  89 
52  00 
220  00 
109  50 

470  40 
300  00 
134  00 
34  43 

250  95 

875  00 
08  92 

23,461  85 

$2,111  88 


Leaving  in  bands  of  Treasurer  a balance  of 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  Institution  will,  as  in  former  years,  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  State  Auditor  his  report,  witl^  explicit  vouchers  lor 

all  the  expcnditui'cs  of  the  last  year. 

From  the  foregoing  linaucial  statement,  it  will  bo  seen  that  the 
regular  annual  income  of  this  Institution  for  the  support  of  all  its 
departments  is  only  eleven  thonsand  nine  hundred  and  ticenh/six  dollars, 
a sum  manifestly  inadequate  to  the  support  of  this  Institution,  and 
very  far  less  than  is  annually  expended  by  any  oibcr  State  Institu- 
tion in  Kentucky;  and  yet,  for  the  reasons  presented  in  our  last 
report,  the  education  of  the  blind  is  vastly  more  expensive  than  the 

education  of  any  other  class  of  pupils. 

The  course  of  study  in  this  School  embraces,  with  the  exception  of 
drawing  and  painting,  the  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  the 
best  schools  of  the  State.  A part  of  each  day  is  devoted  to  literary 
branches,  a part  to  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  a part  to  handi- 
craft, a part  to  gymnastic  exercises,  and  a part  to  recreation. 

At' the  close  of  the  year  1867,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Gettys  the  teacher  of  handicraft,  to  take  charge  of  the  mechanical 
depart’ment  on  his  own  responsibility,  lie  agreed  to  purchase  all 
necessary  materials,  instruct  the  male  pupils  in  handicraft,  make 
all  sales,  and  receive  as  compensation  for  his  services  the  proHts 
arising  from  the  sales  of  manufactured  articles.  This  arrangement 
proved  satisfactory,  and  continued  until  iMr.  G.  removed  Irom  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  After  his  resignation,  Mr.  D.  Fasch  was 
appointed  Teacher,  and,  under  his  direction,  the  older  male  pupils 
have  spent  a part  of  the  day  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms,  and 
in  making  and  renovating  mattresses  for  tbe  inmates  ol  the  Insti- 
tution The  Institution  is  now  supplied  with  mattresses,  and  t le 
pupils  arc  ready,  as  in  former  years,  to  receive  orders  for  brooms 
and  for  all  kinds  of  mattresses,  from  the  cheapest  sliucdv  to  the  best 
curled  hair  and  patent  spring  mattresses.  The  sales  of  brooms  an 
broom  machines  manufactured  in  the  Institution,  have  amounted,  in 
the  last  vear,  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

The  sincere  thanks  of  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  are 
tendered  to  Samuel  Gill,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Loiiisvil  e, 
Cincinnati,  and  Lexington  railroad,  and  to  the  proprietors  ot  the 
Louisville  Courier,  Louisville  .loiirnal,  and  Courier-Journal,  lor 
very  highly  valued  favors  during  the  last  year. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  inviting  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  importance  of  extending  the  school  term  ol  some 
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of  the  most  meritorious  studcntH  of  this  Institution.  The  memhers 
of  the  Lcffislature  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  edu- 
cational term  of  ail  the  pupils  in  this  School,  except  those  who  enter 
at  a very  early  age,  is  limited  bylaw  to  five  years.  This  is  less 
than  half  the  time  usually  devoted  to  the  education  of  seeing  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  very  much  less  than  is  allowed  in  other  benevo- 
lent institutions  in  Kentucky  and  other  States,  in  most  of  which, 
indeed,  the  school  term  is  not  limited  by  law.  If  five  years  would 
manifestly  be  too  brief  a term  for  those  who  are  blessed  with  the 
sense  of  sight  to  qualify  themselves  in  preparatory,  collegiate, 
mechanical,  and  professional  schools,  for  the  various  pursuits  of 
life,  certainly  no  argument  is  required  to  prove  that  it  is  insuflicient 
for  the  sightless,  with  all  the  innumerable  disadvantages  arising 
from  blindness  with  which  they  contend,  not  only  during  their 
school  course,  but  throughout  their  entire  lives.  As  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Kducation  of  the  lllind  is  the  only  elementary, 
academical,  musical,  mechanical,  and  professional  school  established 
by  the  State  for  her  sightless  children,  we  earnestly  petition  the 
Legislature  to  empower  the  Trustees  to  extend,  at  their  discretion, 
the  educational  term  of  such  mcri'orious  scholars  as  may  be  com- 
mended to  the  Board  for  that  purpose  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Institution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


KENTrcKY  School  for  the  Blird, 

Locisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  1868. 
2 


T.  S.  I5h:LL, 

IIEMIY  J.  STITES, 
JAMES  HARRISON, 
W.M.  KENDRICK, 

J.  G.  BARRET, 

S.  A.  ATCHISON, 
Trustees. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion twenty-seven  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for 
the  instruction  of  those  children  and  youth  who  are  blind,  and  for 
• those  whose  sight  is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All 
such  children,  of  suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are 
received  and  educated  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a 
State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academics  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  In=ti- 

tion.  . 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many 

of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 

of  learning.  , vr  i 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 

children  and  j'outh  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  It  is  very  dq^irable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  but  ncio 
pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryco 
M.  Patten,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate  any 
necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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C.-VT.ALOGUE  OF  ]’U1>1LS 

FOR  THE  year  18G3. 


NAMES. 

Jo.^cpliine  B.  Burns, 
Alice  Bradley, 

Laura  (1.  15ean, 

IBay  1.  Campbell, 

.lolin  Cheep,  - 
Mary  Co.stel]o, 

Martha  J.  Daniel,  - 
Frank  Ellis, 

Algernon  T.  Flournoy, 
John  .M.  Forrester, 
Mary  E.  Gallagher, 
Theresa  E.  Getton, 
Josephus  Getton, 

Louisa  C.  Glorious, 
Elizabeth  Goalder,  - 
Franklin  C.  Godbey,  - 
Covington  B.  Guion, 
Bichard  J.  Ilambicton, 
Ljliza  J.  Hedges, 
Lucinda  Hedges, 

Bhoda  J.  Hills, 

allace  . Holtzclaw, 
Susan  Hundley, 

Annie  Husk, 

Ell(  n Kenney, 

Eduard  E.  Martin, 

Clara  iMattingly, 

Beuben  McClanaban,  - 
Charles  McClellan,  - 
Catharine  McDonald,  - 
Joseph  1’.  Mitchell,  - 


RKSIDKSCB. 

Indiana. 
Eouisville. 
Mount  Sterling. 
Louisville. 

- Ashland. 
Louisville. 

- Johnson  county. 
Louisville. 

- Paducah. 

Boyle  county'. 

- Louisville. 
Grayson  county'. 

- Gray.son  county. 
Louisville. 

- Bail-en  county. 
Chri.stiansburg. 

- Louisville. 
Ashland. 

- Dav  less  eounty. 
Daviess  county. 
Campbell  county. 
Je/lerson  county. 

■ Le.xington. 
Jeflcrson  county. 
Louisville. 

Boone  county. 
Louisville. 

Logan  county. 

A I.  A KAMA. 

Louisville.- 

Owensboro. 
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NAMES. 

Sarah  J.  Mitchell, 
Louisa  Monohan, 
Sallie  M.  Neal,  - 
George  Nevill, 
Virginia  Porter,  - 
Alice  Parsons, 

Julia  Purnell, 

Lolle  Roberts, 

Mary  F.  Rogers, 
Rebecca  V.  Rogers, 
Elizabeth  Ross,  - 
Elizabeth  Schafer,  - 
John  Summers,  - 
Henry  H.  Towns,  - 
Minnie  Troendlc, 
John  H.  Vernon, 
Mary  A.  Walker, 
Josiah  J.  Washington 
Naomi  Wells, 
William  Whitehead, 


RESIDENCES. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

I..exington. 

Shelby  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Maysville. 

Louisville. 

Fayette  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Meade  county. 
InDI.4N.4. 
Elizabethtown. 
Henderson  county 
Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 
Hopkins  county. 
Harrodsburg. 
Frankfort. 


TWENTY-SECOND  REPORT 


OP  TUI 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


OF  Till 
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TWENTY-SECOND  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  respcctlullj-  present  the  Twenty-Second  Report  of  the  Institu- 
tion intrusted  to  their  care  by  the  State.  The  progress  of  the  pupils 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  has  been  in  the  high- 
est degree  gratifying,  and  the  school  is,  at  the  present  time,  in  many 
respects,  in  a more  satisfactory  condition  than  at  any  former  period 
in  its  history.  This  Institution  was  founded  in  the  j ear  and 

opened  in  a small  rented  house  with  one  jnijiil ; and,  from  that  time 
to  the  present,  it  has,  from  year  to  year,  made  steady  progress  in  the 
benevolent  work  for  which  it  was  established,  until  it  has  risen  to 
a rank  inferior  to  that  of  no  similar  Institution  in  any  part  of  the 
world. 

The  number  of  the  pupils  has  considerably  increased  during  the 
last  year;  and  but  for  the  unwise  and  singular  law  which  limits 
the  school  term  of  most  of  the  pupils  to  so  short  a time,  the  number 
would  have  been  much  greater.  But  of  vastly  more  importance  than 
the  mere  increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils,  is  the  higher  moral 
and  intellectual  tone  of  the  School,  caused  principally  by  the  termi- 
nation of  the  school  course  of  a number  of  the  older  and  less  in- 
teresting pupils,  who  have  given  place  to  a younger  and  far  more 
piomising  class.  The  advantages  of  these  changes  are  very  marked 
indeed,  and  impart  to  the  various  departments  of  the  School  an  in- 
tere.st  to  which  it  never  before  attained;  and  it  affords  the  Board 
the  highest  pleasure  to  report  that  a much  larger  number  of  the 
pupils  of  both  sexes  give  good  promise  of  future  uscfulnc.ss  and  in- 
de])endence  than  in  anj'  former  session  of  the  School. 

Ihe  course  of  study  in  this  Institution  embraces,  witli  the  ex- 
ception of  drawing  and  painting,  the  branches  of  learning  usually 
taught  in  the  be.st  schools  of  the  Slate.  A part  of  each  day  is  de- 
oted  to  literary  branches,  a jiart  to  music,  a part  to  handicraft,  a 
part  to  calisthenics  and  gymnastics,  and  a part  to  exercise  and  re- 
creation in  the  open  air.  The  aim  of  the  course  is  a harmoiiious 
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cultivation  of  the  physical  and  mental  powers  that  will  educate  the 
entire  being,  and  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  to  each  pupil,  “ a sound 
mind  in  a sound  body.” 

The  Trustees  are  happy  to  report  that  very  valuable  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  educational  apparatus  of  the  Institution  since 
the  last  report  was  presented  to  the  Legislature.  1 he  want  of  raised 
maps  and  globes  has  been  very  seriously  felt  and  constantly  regret- 
ted in  this  School  ever  since  its  origin;  but  we  could  not  procure 
them,  as  no  suitable  globes  or  maps  for  the  blind  are  kept  for  sale 
in  any  part  of  Araferica  or  Europe ; and  we  had  not  the  means  to 
purchase  or  manufacture  them.  During  the  last  year,  however,  the 
Superintendent  has  commenced  the  manufacture  of  raised  globes 
and  maps  in  this  Institution  so  successfully,  that  this  School  has  now 
a better  supply  of  superior  globes  and  dissected  and  wall  maps  than 
any  other  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States. 

The  libraries  of  this  and  other  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  the 
United  States  have  received,  during  the  last  year,  interesting  addi- 
tions from  a most  distinguished  source.  With  no  ordinary  degree  of 
gratitude,  we  acknowledge,  in  behalf  of  the  pupils,  the  donation 
from  Charles  Dickens  of  copies  of  the  “ Old  Curiosity  Shop,”  an 
edition  of  which  has  been  printed  in  raised  letters  at  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  Boston,  by  direodon  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
distinguished  author,  for  gratuitous  distribution  among  the  educated 
Blind^of  the  United  States.  The  pupils  read  this  delightful  book 
with  a pleasure  immensely  enhanced  by  the  knowledge  that  it  is 
the  gift  of  the  kind  and  thoughtful  benefactor  whose  numerous  lit- 
erary works  have  brightened  so  many  hours  of  their  dark  lives.  The 
gratitude  of  the  sightless  but  happy  children  of  America  will  be  the 
enduring  reward  of  the  honored  and  generous  donor. 

It  alibrds  this  Board  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  press  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  this  city,  is  now 
in  active  operation,  with  a good  prospect  of  continuing,  without  in- 
terruption, the  benevolent  work  of  printing  books  in  raised  letters  for 
the  Blind  of  the  United  States. 

The  system  of  musical  gymnastics,  which  has  been  practiced  in 
this  School  the  last  few  years,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 
The  improvement  of  the  pupils  in  health,  vigor,  endurance,  attention, 
self-possession,  ease  and  grace  of  movement,  quickness  and  clearness 
of  perception,  and  cheerfulness,  has  more  than  equaled  our  highest 
expectations;  while  an  important  advantage,  which  we  did  not  an- 
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ticipatc,  has  rrcrntly  givrti  new  value  to  this  admirable  system.  It 
has  secured  to  some  of  the  ])upil.s  po.sitioiis  of  usefulness  as  teachers 
of  gymnastics,  and  it  promises  to  others  similar  means  of  independ- 
ence and  happiness. 

In  addition  to  the  systematic  course  of  physical  training  which  has 
been  constantly  pursued  in  thi.s  School  with  so  remarkable  success, 
the  Superintendent  has  recently  formed  some  of  the  pupils  into  classes 
for  instruction  and  practice  in  roller-skating.  They  have  already 
made  good  proj^rcss,  and  they  may  often  be  seen  gliding  on  their 
skates  through  the  spacious  halls  and  gymnasium  of  the  Institution, 
with  as  little  fear  and  as  much  delight  as  are  manifested  in  fashion- 
able rinks  by  skaters  who  are  blessed  with  perfect  vision.  For  the 
privilege  of  using  Plimpton’s  roller  skates,  the  Institution  is  indebted 
to  the’  liberality  of  Wm.  F.  Glover,  I'isq.,  of  Louisville,  who  has  freely 
granted  to  the  School  the  right  to  use  these  skates  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  patent.  For  this  act  of  generosity  the  d'rustees  and  all 
connected  with  the  Institution  unite  in  tendering  to  Mr.  Glover  most 
sincere  thanks. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Institution  arc  also  returned 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Louisville  Courier-Journal  and  Dwight’s 
Journal  of  Music,  lion.  W.  A.  Dudley,  Sami.  Gill,  Esq.,  L.  Eisen- 
man.  Esq.,  and  other  fi  iends,  for  highly  valued  favors  during  the  last 
year. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  in  the  year  18G9  have  been  as  fol- 


lows : 

Annu.it  appropriation $G,000  00 

Allowance  for  State  pupils 4,506  65 

From  paying  pupils 281  12 

Sales  of  81  dozen  brooms,  $255  50;  1 broom  press,  $15 270  50 


$11,058  27 

The  expenditures  in  the  year  18G9  have  been  as  fol- 


lows : 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  and  stable  expenses $1,319  51 

Fuel,  oil,  Ac 652  25 

Hauling  water  to  fill  cisterns 124  00 

Wages  of  servants,  laborers,  seamstress,  and  bousekeeper 1,838  50 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  physicians,  and  foreman  in 

mechanical  department 4,643  00 

Rent  of  pasture,  garden,  Ac. 300  00  ' 

Dry  goods,  bedding,  and  shoes 639  93 


Amounts  carried  forward. 


$12,517  19  $11,058  27 
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Amounts  brought  forward 

Hardware,  tin  ware,  stoves,  and  iron  work 

Painting  and  glazing 

Lumber,  fences,  repairs,  partitions,  shelves,  fnruitnre,  and 

work  on  maps,  Ac.,  Ac. 

Astronomical  apparatus,  books,  stationery,  and  materials 

for  maps  and  globes - 

Music  and  musical  instruments 

Mattress  and  broom  materials — 

Exhibition  in  Frankfort,  less  sales  of  tickets 

City  Railway  tickets  and  traveling  expenses 

15,31 


Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  in  1869  $4,247  15- 

Deduct  balance  of  special  appropriation  in  Treasury  December  31,  1868  2,111  88 


Balance  against  the  Institution $2,13o  27 

The  foregoing  financial  statement  shows  that  the  necessary  ordi- 
nary e.xpenses  of  the  Institution  in  the  last  year  have  exceeded  the 
income  by  the  sum  of  $4,247  15;  and  we  have  been  compelled  to 
apply  to  the  ordinary  expenditures  the  sum  of  $2,111  88,  the  balance 
of  a special  appropriation  accidentally  in  the  Treasury  January  1. 
18G9,  and  have  thus  reduced  the  apparent  balance  against  the  Insti- 
tution to  $2,135  27.  The  average  excess  of  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Institution  over  the  regular  annual  appropriations  Ironi  the 
State  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  about  five  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  annual  appropriations  are  insufficient 
to  support  the  School  in  a proper  manner,  and  enable  it  to  accom- 
plish the  great  work  for  which  it  was  established  by  its  benevolent 
founders.  The  amount  received  from  the  State  during  the  last  year 
lias  not  been  sufficient  to  pay,  at  the  most  moderate  rate,  for  the 
hoard  of  seventy  persons,  the  average  number  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Institution  ; and  hut  for  the  remarkable  economy  which  has  ever  dis- 
tinguislied  this  Institution  above  all  others  with  which  we  are 
acquainted,  wc  should  have  had  no  means  with  which  to  employ 
teachers,  physicians,  and  attendants;  to  clothe  indigent  pupils;  to 
purchase  musical  instruments,  maps,  and  other  apparatus;  and  to 
make  the  repairs  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  propertj  of  the 
Institution.  We  have,  as  in  all  former  years,  by  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  School,  faithfully  endeavored  to  confine  the  expenditures  of  the 
Institution  within  its  income.  Salaries  and  wages  have  been  re- 
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388  62 
82  71 
382  92 
12G  50 
123  10 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  lilJND. 


9 


duced,  tlie  mimbcr  of  oflieers  and  toaclicrs  lias  liron  diitiiiiisliod,  and 
one  of  the  most  important  ollices  in  llie  Scliool  lias  for  months  been 
vacant.  The  excellent  and  ellicient  matron,  who.se  health  had  be- 
come scriou.sl)-  impaired  by  her  arduous  labors,  resisjned  her  oflice  in 
September  last,  and  accepted  the  oiler  of  a larfjer  salary  and  lif^hter 
duties  in  another  Institution;  and  thou"h  the  presence  of  an  ex])e- 
rienced  matron  is  constantly  needed,  we  have  not  deemed  it  proper 
to  till  the  vacancy  until  the  necessary  appropriation  can  be  made  by 
the  Legislature. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky  has  ever  supported,  in  the 
most  liberal  manner,  all  the  other  benevolent  Institutions  of  the 
State;  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  it  has  cheerfully  granted  to  this 
School  the.  aid  solicited  by  the  Trustees,  who,  rightlj-  believing  that 
all  State  charitable  Institutions  should  he  conducted  in  the  most 
economical  manner,  and  desiring  to  avoid  all  unnecessary' expense, 
erroneously  supposed  for  many  years  that  the  School  for  the  lllind 
could,  with  very  strict  economy,  be  properly  sustained  at  less  expense 
than  had  been  found  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  School  I'or  Deaf 
Mutes  or  the  Institution  for  Feeble-minded  Children.  This  was  a 
serious  error;  and  without  larger  anprojiriations  than  it  has  ever 
received  from  the  State,  thi.s  School  could  not  have  attained  to  the 
eminent  position  which  it  holds  among  the  American  Institutions  for 
the  Blind,  but  for  the  singular  liberality  of  the  Su])erintendent,  whose 
enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  School  has  known  no  abatement  for 
more  than  a (luarter  of  a century,  and  whoso  entire  income  for  that 
long  period  has  been  freely  consecrated  to  the  education  of  the  sight- 
less children  and  youth  of  Kentucky. 

The  education  of  the  blind  is  vastly  more  expensive  than  the  edu- 
cation of  any  other  class  of  pupil.s,  as  the  following  statement  in  a 
former  report,  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  in  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  will  readily  show  : 

1.  Books,  charts,  maps,  globe®,  slates,  ami  many  other  kinfls  of  educational  apparatus, 
prepared  for  the  Blind,  are  exceedingly  expensive,  costing  from  twenty  to  thirty  times  na 
much  as  those  used  by  any  class  of  seeing  pnjdls;  ami  these  articles  being  contirumlly  sub- 
jected to  the  pressure  of  the  pupils’  fingers,  are  much  sooner  injured,  and  require  much 
more  frequent  renewal. 

2.  Many  of  the  Blind  need  a thorongli  musical  education  to  qualify  them  to  earn  a 
living  by  their  own  industry,  as  teachers  of  music,  and  ns  organists  in  churches.  The  sala_ 
rics  of  music  teachers,  and  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  pianos,  organs,  and  other  expensive 
musical  instruments,  greatly  increase  the  (rest  of  supi)oriing  u School  for  the  Blind.  These 
expenses  arc  not  necessary  in  any  other  benevolent  Institution  of  the  State. 


10 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


3.  The  number  of  teacluTS  is  necessnrily  greater  in  a School  for  the  Blind  than  in  any 
other  containing  the  same  number  of  pupils.  In  a School  for  Deaf  Mutes,  or  any  other 
seeing  pnpils,  a teacher  can,  by  visll)le  illustrations,  instruct,  at  the  same  moment,  a class 
of  twenty  or  more  pupils.  lu  a School  for  the  Blind,  on  the  contrary,  the  teacher,  whea- 
over  he  uses  tangible  apparatus,  mu.st  patiently  apply  himself  to  each  member  of  the  class, 
separately,  and  often  devote  more  time  to  a single  pupil  than  would  be  required  by  a class 
of  forty  pupils  enjoying  the  priceless  gift  of  vision.  In  addition  to  instruction  in  literature, 
music,  and  mechiinic  arts,  many  of  the  Blind  need  constant  supervision  and  instruction  on 
many  important  points  every  hour  in  the  day.  Not  in  the  school-rooms  only,  but  in  the 
dining-rooms,  on  the  pla3’-groundg,  everywhere,  the  presence  of  the  teacher  is  important* 
Numberless  valuable  lessons,  which  seeing  children,  without  elfort,  take  in  at  a glance, 
with  no  instructor  but  natiu;e,  the  sightle.ss  child  learns  only  from  the  oft-repealed  in- 
structiem  of  the  patient  and  faithful  teacher.  To  teach  some  of  the  Blind  the  most  ordinary 
and  simple  lessons  in  manners,  to  enable  them  to  overcome  disagreeable  personal  habits, 
which,  through  the  neglect  of  friends,  they  have  been  permitted  to  acquire,  is,  in  some 
cases,  the  work  of  years — a work  far  more  difficult  than  to  guide  the  more  gifted  pupils 
successfully  through  Uie  entire  course  of  study  pursued  in  the  Institution.  There  are, 
usually,  in  this  school,  several  feeble-minded  pupils,  and,  occasionally,  one  deaf  and  blind. 
The  peculiar  care  and  instruction  which  these  doubly-afllicted  children  require,  add  greatly 
to  the  labors  of  the  teachers. 

4.  The  necessity  of  instructing  many  of  the  Blind  in  mechanical  arts,  to  prepare  them 
for  independence  and  happiness,  subjects  this  Institution,  from  year  to  year,  to  considerable 
ex'peusc  which  the  other  benevolent  Institutions  in  Kentucky  avoid;  as  they  either  have 
no  mechanical  departments,  or  else  such  departments  have  been  established  by  special  ap- 
propriations from  the  State  Treasury.  Sightless  apprentices  require,  of  course,  a much 
longer  and  mure  expensive  course  of  instruction,  and  waste  much  more  material  in  their 
early  mechanical  elforts,  than  any  class  of  seeing  workmen. 

5.  The  oilier  benevolent  Institutions  of  Kentucky  have  been  furuished  by  the  State  with 
farms  of  greater  or  less  extent,  and  many  of  the  inmates  cultivate  the  land  profitably,  and 
thereby  relieve  those  Tn.^titntions  from  the  necessity  of  paying,  annually,  large  sums  for  the 
produce  of  g.trden  and  farm.  The  Blind  can  neither  cultivate  the  land,  nor  engage  in 
many  other  kinds  of  work  which  the  seeing  iumates  of  the  other  Institutions  of  the  State 
can  so  profitably  perform. 

6.  There  is,  moreover,  one  important  item  of  expenditure  in  this  School,  for  which  no 
other  public  Institution  in  Kentucky  is  e.xpected  to  provide.  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky,  the  officers  of  this  Institution  are  authorized  to  present,  in  the  name  of  the 
CommoinvcaKli,  to  every  meritorious  graduate  of  the  School,  a copy  of  the  Holy  Bible, 
printed  in  r.aised  letters,  and  other  books,  amounting  to  nearly  twenty-five  dollars.  Con- 
formity to  this  iict  makes  a serious  draft  upon  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution;  yet  the 
provision  is  a most  noble  one,  and  has  ever  received  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  No  act  of  the  Lcgishitnre  more  beautifully  illustrales  the  generosity  of  the 
people  of  KeniucUy.  No  duty  of  tlie  officers  of  the  School  is  more  cheerfully  performed 
than  that  of  placing  the  Holy  Bible  in  the  hands  of  the  blind  graduates  to  enlighten  their 
dark  pathway  through  life. 

The  foregoing  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  Ivcntncky  School  for  the  Blind,  to  which 
the  other  benevolent  Institutions  of  Kentucky  hare  never  been  suVyected,  have  not  proba- 
bly been  duly  considered  by  the  Legislature,  ns  may  be  seen  by  a glance  at  the  following 
fuels  in  relation  to  all  the  beiiovolcut  educational  Justitutious  of  the  State: 
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The  Kcnliicky  Institiilion  for  Deaf  Miitos  reeeiveil,  miiny  years  ago,  from  the  Congress  of 
the  Uiiiuol  Stales,  clonalioris  of  large  tracts  of  laml  in  Florida  an<l  Aikaii<as,  from  sales  of 
which  the  Managers  of  the  Institution,  in  the  year  18GI,  reporleil  that'lliey  had  received 
nearly  thoitrmid  diilUirs:  and  they  report  in  the  year  1HG7  a permnnrnt  /md,  derived 

chielly  from  Congressional  donations,  of  more  than  iwrniy.gU  tUounmd  dollart ; and  yet  tho 
Institittion  for  Deaf  Motes  receives  annually  from  the  State  Treasury  larger  appropriations 
than  the  entire  income  of  the  Institution  for  the  Illind;  and  the  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes 
is,  tnoreoter,  authorized  bylaw  to  collect  from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  iState  pupils, 
such  sums  as  they  may  be  able  to  pay — in  tho  aggregate  a large  amount  annually — in  ad- 
dition to  the  iiuarterly  allowance  lor  State  puijils,  and  the  annual  appropriations  from  tho 
Slate  TreJisiir}’. 

Tlie  Iiisiiliilion  for  Fcelile-mindeti  and  Idiotic  t‘iiildren,  also,  with  a larger  annual  allow- 
ance fiom  the  Slate  fur  each  State  pupil  than  isgtanlr-d  to  the  Instilntion  for  iht-  Uliml,  has 
legal  authority  to  make  similar  collections  from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  pupils  in 
addition  to  the  iStale  allowance  for  each  pupil. 

No  such  anthorily  is  (lossesscd  or  desired  liy  tlie  .Managers  of  the  Institution  for  the  Riiiid. 
This  Instilntion,  like  oilier  Scliools  for  the  lilimi  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  is  strictly 
a State  School,  without  endowment,  and  entirely  liependent  niion  the  State  for  support. 
By  legislative  authority,  it  oilers  its  privileges  freely  to  all  worthy  iilind  ciiildren  and  voiitli 
in  Kentucky,  williout  regard  to  their  pecuniary  circumstances — to  the  rich  ai.d  jioor  alike. 
The  law  wliidi  makes  this  Inslilulion  a free  Hcliool  of  tlie  State  is  eminently  wise  and 
just— it  reflects  tlie  highest  honor  upon  the  Legislature  ami  people  of  Kentucky;  and  in  hc- 
hair  of  tlic  blind  cliililrcn  of  the  State  we  would  most  earnestly  deprecate  its  repeal;  yet 
the  cxelnsive  application  td'  tliat  law  to  this  Institiilion  increases  the  many  great  pecuniary 
disadvantages  under  which  it  has  continnally  labored  in  the  benevolent  work  fur  which 
it  wa5  founded. 

Till!  Tfustee.s  are  confident  that  the  enlightened  Ilepre.sentatives  of 
a generous  peoiile  will  readily  grant  to  the  State  School,  in  which  are 
galhereil  and  educated  the  hlind  children  and  youth  from  all  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  a better  support  than  it  has  hitherto  received; 
and,  as  the  aitpoiiited  guardians  of  these  atllicted  children,  we  .solicit 
iroin  the  Legislature  an  annual  appropriation  sufiicient  to  meet  all 
the  neces.sary  e.vpenditures  of  the  Institution.  We  a.sk  not  lu.xuries 
for  these  pupils;  hut  we  solicit  for  them  the  comforts  of  life  while 
they  are.  connected  with  the  School,  and  all  the  metins  necessary  to 
prepare  them  for  usefulness  and  happiness  in  the  dark  world  in  which  ' 
they  are  so  soon  to  engage  in  the  stern  duties  of  life.  We  solicit, 
moreover,  a special  appropriation  to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  Insti- 
tution, ami  to  rejtair  many  part.s  of  the  buildings  which  were  injured 
when  occupied  by  Federal  soldiers,  in  the  year  ISfiti,  as  a military 
hospital,  without  authority  from  the  J-'etlertil  Government,  and  in 
bold  defiance  of  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  va- 
cate the  buildings  and  restore  them  to  their  rightful  occupants,  for 
whom  they  had  been  erected  by  the  State.  It  is  also  our  duly  to  ask 
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from  the  Legislature  the  means  to  supply  the  Institution  with  water 
for  ordinary  purposes,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  buildings  and  the 
lives  of  the  pupils  against  fire.  The  elevated  and  beautiful  ground 
upon,  which  the  Institution  is  located,  was  selected  by  a Board  of 
Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  State  authorities;  and  although  it  is 
in  most  respects  a most  desirable  site  for  a literary  and  benevolent 
Institution  of  the  State,  it  has  neither  spring  nor  stream  to  furnish 
the  great  amount  of  water  required  in  so  large  an  establishment; 
and  every  etfort  to  obtain  water  by  sinking  a well  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Institution  has  resulted  in  failure.  The  rain  water,  collected 
from  the  roof  of  the  building,  is  utterly  insufficient ; the  cisterns  are 
often  exhausted,  and  it  is  frequentl}'  necessary  to  haul  water  from  a 
great  distance,  at  heavy  expense,  and  sometimes  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  to  supply  the  ordinaiy  wants  of  the  Institution.  In  the  year 
1851,  on  account  of  the  want  of  water,  the  buildings  and  costly  ap- 
paratus and  furniture  of  this  Institution  were  deslro3  ed  by  fire,  and 
the  blind  pupils  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives;  and  should  fire 
again  break  out  in  the  night  in  the  Institution,  while  destitute  of 
water,  and  so  remote  from  the  firemen  and  fire-engines  of  the  cit}’, 
the  destruction  of  valuable  propcrt_v  and  the  lives  of  helpless  pupils 
might  prove  fatal  to  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  Institution, 
and  fill  with  mourning  humble  homes  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

In  viovvyol  all  the  wants  of  the  School,  we  respectfull}'  and  earn- 
estly l■ecommend  that  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  In.stitulion  be  increased  from  si.x  thousand  dollars  to  ten  thoufarid 
dollar.s  ; and  that  a special  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be 
made  to  ctiable  the  Trustee.s  lo  discharge  the  debts  of  the  Institution, 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs  upon  the  building,  to  connect  it  with 
the  Louisville  ^^  ater- Works,  and  to  make  other  needed  improvements 
ujion  tlie  grounds  and  buildings. 

We  cannot  close  lliis  report  without  again  inviting  the  attention 
ol  the  Legislature  to  the  ini|)orlance  of  extending  the  school  term  of 
some  ol  the  pupils  of  this  Institution.  Blaiu'  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  will  ])robabl_v  learn  with  .surprise  that  the  educational 
term  of  all  the  pupils  of  this  School,  except  those  who  enter  at  a 
veiy  early  age,  is  limited  b}'  law  to  five  j'ears — less  than  half  the 
time  u.suallv  devoted  to  the  education  of  seeing  children  and  youth, 
while  in  other  benevolent  Institutions  in  Iventuclqv  and  other  .States 
the  .scluxd  term  is  not  lijuitcd  b)'  law.  If  five  years  would  miinil'est- 
ly  bo  loo  short  a time  for  those  who  arc  blessed  with  the  sense  of 
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sight  to  qualify  themselves  in  primary,  academical,  mechanical,  and 
professional  schools,  for  the  various  pursuits  of  life,  no  argument  is 
needed  to  prove  that  it  is  insuHlcient  for  the  sightless,  with  all  the 
disadvantages  arising  from  blindness,  with  which  they  are  compelled 
to  contend,  not  only  during  their  school  course,  but  throughout  their 
Ii^es.  As  this  IS  the  only  Institution  established  bv  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky for  the  literary,  musical,  and  mechanical  training  of  her  sight- 
less children,  we  earnestly  petition  the  Legislature  to  authorize'the 
Trustees  to  extend  the  educational  te-m  of  such  meritorious  .scholars 
as  may  be  commended  to  the  Board  for  that  purpose  by  the  8u- 
periutendent  of  the  Institution. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


T.  S.  BELL, 

.JAMES  IIABRISO.V, 
TJIOS.  Iv  BBA.MLETTE, 
J.  C;.  BARRET, 

AV.Al.  KENDRICK, 
IJENRY  J.  STITES, 

J.  B.  McFERRAN, 


dCcNTlJCKV  InSTITUTIOX  FOR  THE  Bi.i.vn, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  1809. 


Trustees. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  18G9. 


NAMES. 

Hamilton  Balentine,  - 
Laura  G.  Bean, 

Alice  Bradley, 

Josephine  B.  Burns, 

May  I.  Campbell, 

John  Cheap,  - - - 

William  Clarke,  - 
Mary  Costello, 

Martha  .1.  Daniel, 

William  Davis, 

Francis  P.  Dernier, 

Frank  T.  Ellis, 

Algernon  T.  F'lournoy, 
John  M.  Forrester,  - 
Charles  Frederick, 

Mary  E.  Gallagher,  - 
Josephus  Getton, 

Theresa  B.  Getton,  - 
Franklin  C.  Godbey,  - 
Covington  B.  Guion, 
Richard  .1.  Ilambleton, 
Catherine  Hardin,  - 
Eli/.a  .1.  Hedges,  - 
Joseph  W.  lleiser,  - 
Rhoda  J.  Hills,  - 
Wallace  W.  lloltzclaw,  - 
Annie  C.  Ilomire, 

Susan  Hundley, 

Anna  Hussk, 

Ellen  Kenney, - 
France.s  Little,  - 


RESIDENCE. 

Louisville. 

Mount  Sterling. 

Louisville. 

Indiana. 

Louisville. 

Ashland. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Johnson  county. 

Jefl'erson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Paducah. 

Boyle  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Grayson  county. 
Grayson  county. 
Bedford. 
Louisville. 
Ashland. 

McLean  county. 
Daviess  county. 
Maysville. 
Campbell  county 
Jclferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Fayette  county. 
Louisville. 

Butler  county. 
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NAMES. 

Edward  E.  Martin,  - 
Clara  Mattingly, - 
Thoma.s  Moddis, 
lleuben  iMcClanalian,  - 
Catherine  INIcDonalil, 
George  M.  Miller, 
Joseph  P.  Mitchell,  - 
Louisa  Monohan, 
James  E.  IMurray,  - 
Sallie  M.  Neal,  - 
George  F.  Nevill, 

Alice  Parsons, 

Virginia  Porter, 

Julia  Purnell, 

Lolle  Roberts,  - 
Mary  F.  Roger.s, - 
Rebecca  V.  Rogers, 
Elizabeth  Ross,  - 
Elizabeth  Schafer,  - 
John  Summers,  - 
Henry  T.  Townes,  - 
Minnie  Troendle, 

John  II.  Vernon, 

Mary  A.  Walker, 

Mary  Williams, 

Martha  Williams, 


RESIDENCE. 

Roone  county. 

Ivouisville. 

Jelferson  count}'. 

Logan  county. 

Louisville. 

Ilawcsville. 

Owensboro. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

- Lc.xington. 
Shelby  county. 
Jmuisville. 
Louisville. 

- jMaysville. 

Ja)uis\  ille. 

- Fayette  county. 
Fayette  county. 

- Meade  county. 
Indiana. 

- Elizabethtown. 

II  enderson  co. 

- J..ouisviire. 
Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 
jMeade  county. 

- iMeadc  county. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  oper- 
ation twenty-eight  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature 
for  the  instruction  of  those  children  and  youth  who  are  blind,  and 
for  those  whose  sight  is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read. 
All  such  children,  of  suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are 
received  and  educated  at  the  e.Npense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a 
State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many 
of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 
of  learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 
children  and  youth  of  Kentuck}'. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
and  terminates  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  .luly.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session ; but  new 
pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  School,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce 
M.  Patten,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate  any 
necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assemlly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky : 

The  undersigned  Trustees  respectfully  present  the  Twenty-Third 
Report  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 
The  year  1870  has  not,  like  most  of  the  years  that  preceded  it,  been 
a year  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  Several  cases  of  severe  illness 
have  occurred  among  the  pupils,  one  of  which  terminated  fatally. 
Eliza  .1.  Hedges,  of  Daviess  county,  died  of  pneumonia  on  the  si.xth 
day  of  May.  This  loved  pupil  was  left  in  early  childhood  a penni- 
less orphan.  She  was  favored  by  nature  with  less  than  ordinary 
mental  endowments,  and  during  the  first  years  of  her  school  life  she 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  least  docile  and  least  promising  pupils  in 
a class  of  more  than  sixty.  More  than  a year  before  her  lamented 
decease  a remarkable  change  was  apparent  in  her  daily  life,  and  she 
greatly  endeared  herself  to  all  by  her  docility,  kindness,  gentleness, 
and  grateful  appreciation  of  every  favor.  The  Bible  became  the 
rule  of  her  life,  and  she  devoted  a part  of  every  day  to  its  careful 
stud}.  Her  love  lor  moral  and  religious  instruction  became  great 
and  constant,  and  in  her  conversation  and  letters  she  continually 
manifested  the  deepest  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  her  school- 
mates and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  officers  and  pupils,  who  mourned  her  early  death 
as  that  of  a sister  and  friend,  followed  her  remains  to  the  beautiful 
dell  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  which  has  been  secured  by  the  State  of 
Kentucky  for  the  last  resting-place  of  her  sightless  children  who 
finish  their  earthly  course  while  connected  with  the  Institution, 

Thus  passed  away  from  the  School  the  fifth  pupil  that  has  beea 
removed  from  it  by  death  during  the  twenty-nine  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. Sincere  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good  for  tlw;  re- 
markable exemption  from  death  with  which  the  Institution  has  been 
favored  for  so  many  years,  as  well  as  for  the  bright  evidence  afforded 
in  the  beautiful  lives  and  triumphant  deaths  of  these  loved  and 
lamented  pupils,  that  they  truly  remembered  their  Creator  in  the  days 
of  their  childhood  and  youth. 
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The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  School  during  the  last 
ysar  has  been  sixty-four— thirty-two  males  and  thirty-two  females. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  authorizes  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  to  extend  the 
school  term  of  certain  meritorious  pupils  from  five  years,  as  former^ 
allowed  by  law,  to  seven  years,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased ; 
and  if  the  Trustees  had  authority  to  extend,  at  their  discretion,  the 
time  of  all  meritorious  pupils,  as  in  other  benevolent  institutions  in 
Kentucky  and  other  States,  the  number  would  be  much  larger. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  in  the  year  1870  have  been  as 


follows  : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  last  quarter  in  year  1869 

Allowance  for  State  pupils  in  year  1870 

Annual  appropriation  in  year  1870 

From  Louisiana  pupil 

From  sales  of  101  dozen  brooms,  $275  55;  pillows,  &o., 

$10  85 7—7 

From  sales  of  broom  machines  made  in  the  Institution 


$7,037  48 
6,000  00 
160  00 

286  40 
170  00 


$1,750  00  - 


13,653  88 


Balance  against  Institution  January  1,  1870, 


The  expenditures  in  the  year  1870  have  been  as  fol- 


lows : 

Prorisions,  groceries,  medicines,  &c 

Pud,  oil,  &c. . 

Wages  of  seri-anls  and  iaborcrs 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  and  physicians 

LouisTliie  Water  Company 

Maps  and  school  apparatus 

Books,  stationery,  and  music 

Sewing  machines 

Exhibition  at  Frankfort 

Materials  for  mechanical  department 

Furniture,  

Dry  goods,  bedding,  carpets,  fee 

Bent  of  garden  and  pasture 

Funeral  expenses  of  Eliza  J.  Hedges 

atOTes,  tinware,  hardware,  table-ware,  iron-work,  lawn- 

mower.  

Lumber,  painting,  paving,  


$3,786  01 
810  66 
1,446  50 
4,505  55 
256  90 
260  90 
103  36 
152  00 
165  45 
686  94 
396  00 
792  85 
300  00 
91  00 

388  67 
286  72 


$15,403  88 
2,135  2T 

$13,268  61 


14,429  51 


. oi  tQ-rn  - $1,160  90 

Balance  duo  Treasurer  of  Institution  December  31,  1870  

On  account  of  the  condition  of  the  State  Treasury,  we  failed  to 
receive  any  part  of  the  appropriation  made  to  this  Inhlitiition  by  m 
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Logislaturc  at  the  last  session  ; and  most  of  the  improvements,  pro- 
vided for  by  that  appropriation,  have  been  necessarily  postponed 
until  the  coming  year. 

We  are,  however,  happy  to  report  that  one  of  the  most  urgent 
wants  of  the  Institution  has  at  last  been  supplied  by  the  introduction 
of  water  from  the  Ohio  river.  The  Louisville  Water  Company,  in 
accordance  with  a contract  with  this  Board,  laid,  in  June  last,  an 
iron  pipe,  six  inches  in  diameter,  from  the  main  pipe  of  the  company, 
on  Southall  street, along  the  Shelbyville  road  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Institution.  For  the  use  of  the  pipe  and  water  the  Water 
Company  receives,  for  the  present,  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
cost  of  the  pipe. 

A contract  for  connecting  the  pipe  laid  by  the  Water  Company, 
with  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  by  a pipe  eight  hundred  feet 
in  length,  was  made  with  Messrs.  J.  M.  Carson  6i.  Co.,  and  the  Insti- 
tution is  indebted  to  this  firm  for  work  already  satisfactorily  executed, 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  introduction  of  steam-heating  apparatus  into  the  Institution, 
and  the  removal  of  the  stoves  now  used  in  all  parts  of  the  building, 
are  vastly  important  for  the  security  of  the  lives  of  the  pupils  and 
the  property  of  the  Institution  against  the  danger  from  fire.  With 
this  and  the  other  improvements  which  have  been  necessarily  post- 
poned till  the  coming  year,  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  will  be 
unsurpassed  by  those  of  any  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  the  United 
States. 

The  course  of  study  during  the  last  year  has  differed  little 
from  that  of  previous  years.  The  improvement  of  the  pupils  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  school  ha.s  been  highly  gratifying, 
and  an  unusually  large  number  of  the  pupils,  of  both  sexes,  give 
good  promise  of  ability  to  secure  for  themselves  an  independent  and 
honorable  support  by  their  own  industry,  as  teachers  of  music,  liter- 
ary branches,  and  gymnastics,  and  as  mechanics. 

A noteworthy  event  in  the  history  of  the  Institution  is  the  intro- 
duction of  sewing  machines  into  the  school  near  the  commencement 
of  the  last  year,  and  the  surprising  success  of  the  female  pupils  in 
the  use  of  the  American,  Wilcox  & Gibbs,  Wheeler  A:  Wilson,  and 
Howe  machines.  One  of  the  most  cheerful  and  interesting  rooms 
of  the  Institution  is  that  which,  for  two  hours  daily,  is  devoted  to 
the  sewing  class.  A seamstress  is  no  longer  needed  in  this  Institu- 
tion ; the  great  want  now  is  work  for  the  enthusiastic  operators. 
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The  Managers  of  this  Institution  set  a very  high  estimate  on  music, 
and  give  it  a prominent  place  in  the  school ; but  they  believe  that  part 
of  the  money  expended  in  musical  instruments  in  schools  for  the  blind 
might  profitably  be  invested  in  sewing  machines,  and  they  recom- 
mend the  introduction  of  these  machines  into  all  schools  for  the 
blind  in  the  United  States. 

The  members  of  this  Board  are  happy  to  believe  that  the  present 
pupils  of  this  Institution  are  receiving  such  intellectual,  moral,  and 
physical  training,  as  will  ever  prevent  them  from  following  the  ex- 
ample of  those  blind  graduates,  who,  after  receiving  an  education  at 
the  expense  of  the  State,  establish  lotteries,  travel  over  the  country, 
and  induce  kind  but  credulous  persons  to  purchase  tickets,  under  the 
vain  pretense  that  the  profits  of  their  lotteries  will  be  expended  in 
printing  a newspaper  for  the  blind. 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  established  in  this  city 
by  several  States  of  the  Union,  is  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of 
printing  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  success 
of  this  benevolent  Institution  have  been  removed.  The  Institution  is 
extending  its  operations  over  larger  territory  than  formerly,  and  its 
prospects  for  extensive  and  permanent  usefulness  are  constantly 
increasing.  In  common  with  the  Managers  of  other  Schools  for  the 
Blind,  we  are  deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  this  National  In- 
stitution, and  we  shall  continue  to  give  to  it  all  the  aid  in  our  power. 
In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  we  have  authorized  Mr.  B.  M.  Patten, 
the  indefatigable  founder  and  director  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  accept  the  office  of  Director  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  to  devote  as  much  of 
his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  latter  Institution  as  he  may  be  able 
to  do  without  serious  interference  with  his  duties  as  Director  of  the 

former.  . tt  r 

The  attempt  to  destroy  “ The  American  Printing  House  for  the 

Blind”  and  to  induce  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  inoor- 
poralo  an  institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  name  of 
•‘The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  University  lor  the 
Blind,”  and  to  appropriate  to  it  half  a million  of  dollars,  has  been 
repeatedly  defeated;  and  as  the  Managers  of  Institutions  lor  the 
Blind,  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  have  earnestly  remonstrated 
against  the  incorporation  and  endowment  of  such  an  institution  in 
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the  District  of  Columbia,  and  as  distinguished  gentlemen  in  various 
States  have  forbidden  the  unauthorized  use  of  their  names  in  support 
of  it,  it  is  not  probable  that  members  of  Congress  will  hereafter  be 
annoyed  with  petitions  to  induce  them  to  favor  it. 

In  conclusion,  we  respectfully  commend  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Blind  to  the  care  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  cordially  invite  them  to  visit  and  examine  the  School,  in  the 
confident  assurance  that,  as  ever  heietofore,  its  entire  management 
will  receive  their  cordial  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Kk.stucky 


T.  S.  BELL, 

TllOS.  E.  BRAMLllTTE, 
J.  G.  BARRET, 

WM.  KENDRICK, 

JAMES  HARRISON, 
HENRY  J.  STITES, 
ALFRED  T.  POPE, 

Trusted. 

In.stitijtion  fok  the  Br.i.vn,  ^ 

Louisville,  December  31,  1870.) 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


NAMES. 

Lucy  E.  Armstrong,  - 
Lillie  Armstrong,  - 
William  Attebury,  - 
Hamilton  Balentine, 
Laura  G.  Bean, 

Percy  S.  Boullemet, 

Alice  Bradley,  - 
Mary  Cavanaugh,  - 
John  Cheap, 

William  Clarke,  - 
William  Davis, 

Martha  J.  Daniel,  - 
Francis  P.  Dernier,  - 
Frank  T.  Ellis, 

John  M.  Ernst,  - 
Jane  B.  Fitzpatrick, 
Algernon  T.  Flournoy, 
Charles  Frederick, 

Mary  E.  Gallagher,  - 
Josephus  Gletton,  - 
Theresa  E.  Getton,  - 
Franklin  C.  Godbey, 
Robert  Green,  - 
Covington  B.  Guion, 
Richard  J.  Hambleton, 
Catherine  M.  Hardin,  - 
Lenora  B.  Hardin,  - 
John  J.  Hardin,  - 
Richard  Hardin, 

Eliza  J.  Hedges,*  - 


EESIUEN'CE. 

Lexington. 

Le.xington. 

Hart  county. 

Louisville. 

Mount  Sterling. 

Louisiana. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Ashland. 

Louisville. 

JelTerson  county. 

Johnson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Hart  county. 

Paducah. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Grayson  county. 

Grayson  county. 

Bedford. 

Grant  county. 
Louisville. 
Ashland. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
Daviess  county. 
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NAMES. 

Joscpli  W.  Ilciser,  - 
Rhoda  J.  Hills, 

Annie  C.  lloinire, 
Anna  llussk, 

Ellen  Kenney,  - 
Francc.s  Little, 

Edw  ard  E.  Martin,  - 
Clara  Mattinijly,  - 
Reuben  iMcClanahan, 
.John  iMcEllionp,  - 
Thomas  Meddis, 
George  M.  Millei',  - 
Louisa  iMonolian, 
Emma  IMoorman,  - 
James  E.  Murray, 
Benjamin  11.  Myers, 
Sallie  M.  Neal.' 
George  F.  A’evill,  - 
Alice  Parsons,  - 
^'irginia  Porter,  - 
Julia  Purnell,  - 
Mary  F.  Rogers, 
Rebecca  V.  Rogers,  - 
Elizabeth  Ross, 
Georgia  Sale,  - 
John  Summers, 

Henry  T.  Townes, 
Herminia  Troendle, 
John  1 1.  Vernon, 
Mary  A.  Walker,  - 
James  M.  West, 

Mary  Williams,  - 
Martha  Williams, 
William  J.  Winfrey, 


RESIDENCE. 

Newport. 
Campbell  county. 
Louisville. 

Fayette  county. 
Louisville. 

Butler  county. 
Boone  county. 
Jamisville. 

Logan  county. 
Louisville. 
Jcll'erson  county. 
Haw'csville. 
Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Newport. 

Nicholas  county. 
Le.xington. 

Shelby  county. 
Louisville. 
Imuisville. 
Maysville. 

Fayette  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Meade  county. 
Louisville. 
Elizabethtow  n. 
Henderson  county, 
laiuisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 
Christian  county. 
Meade  county. 
Meade  county. 
Columbia. 


•Oeceasfcd. 
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admission  of  pupils. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion twenty-nine  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for 
the  instruction  of  those  children  and  youth  who  are  blind,  and  for 
those  whose  sight  is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All 
such  children,  of  suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  re- 
ceived and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a 
State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
in-  pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trade.s.  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  indepeudenlly  after  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion. The  girls  are  taught  to  use  sewing  machines,  and  to  do  %aii- 
ous  kintld  of  fancy  work. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  man) 
of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies  and  qua  ih 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 

The  "Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 

children  and  youth  of  Kentucky.  , « , , r Or.int,Pr 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  daj  of  Oct  , 

and  terminates  on  the  first  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
luipils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  ol  the  session,  but 
pupils  will  be  received  at  any  lime  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  .end 
,he  name,  age,  and  post-ofiice  addre.ss  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bry  ce 
M.  Patten,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerlully  coniinu.iicate  any 
necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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EOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
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TO  TUB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  KENTUCKY, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 


FRANKFORT,  K Y. : 

PRINTED  AT  THE  KENTUCKY  YEOMAN  OFFICE. 
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PRESIDENT’S  LETTER. 


To  His  Excellency,  Prkston  H.  Lkslie,  Governor  of  Kentucky: 

I herewith  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  'I'vventy  fourth  Report 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  Educating  the  Rlind. 
1 am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President. 


board  of  visitors  or  trustees. 


T.  S.  B]'jLL,  M.  D.,  President. 

J.  G.  i5AIlIlET,  Esii.,  Treasurer. 
Hon.  II.  .1.  STITES. 
iloN.  .lAMES  HARRISON. 

Hon.  a.  T.  POPE. 

Hon.  THOS.  E.  BR  VMLETTE. 
WILLIAM  KENDRICK,  E.sa. 

secretary  of  the  hoard. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  A.  M. 


OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


H.  B.  IHJNTOON,  A.  M., 

director. 

Mrs.  S.  J.  HUNTOON, 

MATRON. 

Miss  M.  B.  POWELL, 

TEACHER. 

iMiss  CLARA  MATTINGLY, 

TEACHER. 

Miss  .IULIA  PURNELL, 

teacher. 

Prof.  W.  PLATO, 

teacher  of  music. 

David  lasch,  m.  d., 

teacher  of  handicraft. 

WM,  BAILEY,  M.  1)., 

attendinu  physician. 

Muss  AMANDA  STONE, 

SEA.M.STRF.SS  AND  TEACHER  OP  SEWINO. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwcallh  oj  Kentucky; 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  respectfully  present  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky  the  Twenty-fourth  Report  of  the  condition  of 
the  Institution.  And  they  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  say,  that,  at 
no  time  in  its  histoiy,  has  this  Institution  given  brighter  promise  of 
the  success  of  all  the  enlightened,  philanthropic,  and  just  objects  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  cf  Kentucky,  than  it  does  now. 
The  past  year  has  devolved  an  unusual  amount  of  labor  on  the 
Trustees  of  this  Institution,  through  which  they  have  undoubtedly 
acquired  a more  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  its  affairs,  than  baa 
been  possessed  by  any  other  Board  connected  with  its  management. 
These  unusual  labors  exacted  an  immense  amount  of  the  time  of 
the  Board  ; but  each  member  contributed  his  time  and  labor,  under 
the  conviction  that  the  trust  confided  to  him  is  too  sacred  to  be  neg- 
lected. 

At  the  opening  of  the  thirtieth  session  of  this  Institution,  the 
Board  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  B.  B. 
lluntoon  as  Director,  llis  scholarship,  his  excellent  gifts  as  a teacher, 
his  genial  character,  his  great  fidelity  to  every  dut}'  he  has  under- 
taken during  his  long  residence  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  the 
Indus  trious  use  of  all  his  endowments,  commended  him  to  the  Board 
as  well  qualified  for  this  high  trust.  Our  experience  of  his  manage- 
ment, founded  on  almost  daily  observation,  has  amply  confirmed  our 
expectations  in  confiding  the  Institution  to  his  management.  The 
progress  and  condition  of  the  school,  and  the  rigid  and  judicious 
economy  under  Mr.  Iluntoon’s  management,  give  promise  of  a grat- 
ifying  success  in  his  directorship  of  this  important  work.  The  Board 
take  great  pleasure  in  commending  him  to  the  fullest  confidence  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  the  Board  of  Education  ; and  we  feel  confident  that  when  the 
friends  of  educating  the  blind  have  the  opportunity  of  weighing  his 
endowments  as  we  have  weighed  them,  they  will  place  the  proper 
estimate  upon  him. 
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One  of  the  most  difficult  of  the  duties  we  have  to  perform  is  in 
awakening  the  blind  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  noble  provision  of 
the  State  authorities  for  the  education  of  these  sightless  members  of 
the  State.  The  law  of  January  9th,  1852,  provides,  that  “ from  and 
after  the  present  year,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of 
tax  in  each  county  in  the  Commonwealth,  to  ascertain  and  return  on 
the  back  of  their  books,  respectively,  the  names  and  ages  of  all  blind 
children  under  twenty  years  of  age,  in  their  respective  counties,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  post-olfice  nearest  to  the  residence  of 
each  ” We  have  scarcely  ever  received  any  assistance  of  this  kind 
during  the  twenty  years  that  this  law  has  been  in  existence.  May 
we  suggest  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  General 
Assembly  the  propriety  of  enacting  a law  requiring  the  presiding 
judge  of  each  county  to  annually  direct  the  attention  of  the  com- 
missioners of  taxes  in  his  county  to  the  duty  devolved  on  them  by 
the  law  of  1852  ? If  attention  were  given  to  its  proper  discharge,  the 
blind  of  Kentucky  would  be  greatly  benefited,  not  only  in  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  blessed  with  education,  but  in  being  raised  from 
absolute  dependence  on  others,  to  the  honoring  condition  of  self- 
reliance,  because  many  of  the  educated  blind  are  able  to  support 

themselves.  j ii 

The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  could 

discharge  its  educating  duties  to  two  hundred  pupils,  as  well  as 
to  sixty  or  seventy,  without  doubling  the  expenses  of  the  school. 
A large  portion  of  the  essential  expenses  of  an  Institution  for  the 
Blind  would  not  be  any  larger  for  two  hundred  pupils  than  for 
sixty  or  seventy.  In  recognition  of  the  duties  confided  to  us  by  the 
State  in  order  to  extend  the  blessings  provided  by  the  Common 
wealth  for  the  blind,  we  addressed  a letter  to  every  member  of 
each  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  which  we  earnest  y pleaded 
for  the  help  of  each  memjier  in  finding  for  us  every  blind  child  in 
his  county  or  ilistrict,  so  that  we  might  bring  every  one  of  them 
capable  of  being  taught,  into  access  with  this  Institution.  In  la 
letter  we  said,  “in  accepting  our  appointments  for  this  Trustee  hip 
of  the  Kentimky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  we  feel  that  the  blind 
are  our  wards,  to  be  looked  after,  to  be  hunted  up  and  cared  for, 
at  the  very  least,  to  the  extent  of  bringing  home  to  them  every 
blessin'^  the  Commonwealth  has  provided  lor  them.  "e  \\  e 

„o  ,.o.  .pp..l  to  eve,)-  citizen  of  Kcnlock,,  ....1  ..t  'vUctl'o  U"' 
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guanliansliip  of  the  lielplesH  hlitul  of  the  St.te  is  not  an  imperative 
Lm  uul  upon  the  citizenship  of  every  IventucUian  ? In  “duty  rec- 
ognized and  duty  performed  ” arc  embodied  the  |)urcst  concepiion 
of  Oliristianity,  tlie  highest  elements  of  civilization,  the  best  ac- 
tivities of  citizenship  in  a Commonwealth.  If  wc  cannot  give  sight 
to  the  blind,  we  can  and  should  make  an  approach  toward  it,  in 
educating  their  sense  of  touch,  especially  their  tactile  powers,  so 
that  they  may  securely  and  beneficially  travel  over  the  fairest  fields 
of  education,  and  clothe  their  minds  with  abundant  fruits  ol  the 
purest  knowledge.  A considerable  increase  of  pupils  in  attendance 
upon  the  school  will,  as  a matter  of  course,  increase  our  labors  and 
responsibilities;  but  we  shall  cheerfully  meet  the  call  upon  us,  for 
the  sake  of  the  enlarged  amount  of  good  we  should  be  able  to 
render  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  in  giving  to  the  blind  of  the 
iState  the  substantial  benefits  of  education.  By  examining  the  list 
of  pupils,  now  reported,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  per  centage  ol 
attendance,  based  on  the  number  of  blind  children  in  Kentucky, 
who  should  be  receiving  instruction  in  this  Institution,  is  not  by 
anv  means  large,  compared  with  what  it  should  he.  We  have 
carefully  examined  the  expenditures  of  other  institutions  for  edu- 
cating the  blind  in  the  various  States  of  this  country,  and  we  know 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Kentucky  School  contrast  very  favorably 
with  those  of  any  other.  These  expenses  would  not,  by  any  means, 
be  proportionally  increased,  even  if  the  number  of  pupils  were 
doubled  or  tripled.  We  have  exhausted  all  the  means  in  our  power 
for  securing  a larger  attendance  of  the  blind  of  the  State  upon  the 
ministrations  of  this  Institution,  and  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  to  devise  proper  measures  for  this  purpose.  In  addition 
to  °our  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  one  of  our  col- 
leagues presented  the  subject  to  the  Conference,  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  South,  and  enlisted  the  sympathies  and  activities  of  that 
large  and  inlluential  body. 

The  vast  importance  of  teaching  the  seeing  by  means  of  tangible 
objects  is  now  generally  recognized  by  educators,  but  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  blind  such  aid  is  almost  indispensable.  The  avenues  of 
the  five  senses  are  the  means  by  which  sensible  objects  address  them- 
selves to  the  mind,  and  when  any  one  of  them  is  closed,  means  must 
be  resorted  to  for  overcoming  the  dilliculty.  One  ol  the  best  educated 
girls  in  this  country  has  but  a single  sense— that  of  touch.  By  a 
judicious  and  intelligent  training  of  that  single  faculty  this  lady  has 
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been  enabled  to  .successOilly  cultivate  lai-ge  and  various  departments 
ol'  knowledge.  Some  apparatus  for  instruction  was  made  especially 
for  her  use.  Her  case  e.vcited  the  admiration  of  all  citili/ed  Europe. 
But  many  of  the  blind  have  very  complete  possession  ot  loui-  of  the 
eeuses.  The  enlargement  of  their  learning  can  he  materiuli\  aided 
by  models  that  instruct  through  the  means  of  touch.  These  jimdehs 
are  of  great  value  to  any  school:  their  value  to  the  blind  is  almost 
inestimable.  For  e.xample  : through  the  anatojny  of  the  hand  a hlind 
child  can  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  Divine  mechanism  of  that 
great  element  of  human  power.  One  of  the  most  instructive  and 
entertaining  of  the  series  of  books  written  under  a bei|ue.-t  in  tS25 
of  forty  thousand  dollars  and  the  accruing  dividends,  by  the  Eail  of 
Bridgewater,  “on  the  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness  of  Gotl,  as  man- 
ifested in  the  creation;  illustrating  such  wmrk  by  all  reasonable  ar- 
guments, &c.,”  is  that  selected  by  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  entitled 
“The  Construction  of  the  Hand  of  Man,”  the  preparation  oi  which 
was  confided  to  Sir  Charles  Bell.  This  volume  has  delighted,  in- 
structed, and  strengthened  the  wholesome  faith  of  manv  thousands 
of  the  human  family;  and  through  the  tangible  powers  of  anatomi- 
cal preparations  and  lectures  on  the  subject  the  hlind  can  bo  made 
to  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  forces  of  this  knowledge  quite  as  wi  II  as 
teeing  persons.  Professor  J.  M.  Bodiue,  I’rofessor  of  Auatomv  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  has,  in  obedience 
to  the  request  of  the  Trustees  of  this  Institution,  consented  to  deliver 
lectures  to  the  blind  pupils  for  the  purpose  of  impaiting  this  valuable 
knowledge.  And  Professor  Edward  II.  Palmer,  of  the  same  institu- 
tion, has  consented  to  deliver  physiological  lectures  on  the  ..‘uhject. 

A distinguished  Frenchman,  some  years  ago,  made  a comjilele  set 
of  modehs  of  all  mathematietd  figures,  and  for  the  pur|)os(;  of  pro- 
moting education  the  State  of  iNew  York  purchased  this  series  at  a 
cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  But  in  the  mechanical  department 
of  Cornell  University  a full  set  of  perfect  copies  of  these  figures  are 
now  manufactured  and  sold  at  eight  hundred  dollars.  A sinidl  por- 
tion of  these  would  be  ot  great  service  in  teaching  m.athematics  to 
the  blind,  a science  for  which  many  of  the  blind  have  great  capacity. 
The  almost  unrivalled  mathematician  who  succeeded  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton at  Cambridge,  as  teacher  ol  mathematics  and  of  the  laws  of  light, 
\v<as  totally  blind  from  the  time  he  was  four  years  of  age.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  teachers  in  Europe,  and  was  almost  as  much  renowned 
as  a Greek  and  Latin  scholar  as  for  his  mathematical  knowledge. 
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A larcje  varietj'  of  olyoctn  of  tlie  cliaractcr  we  have  naiiu'd  are  made 
by  M-  Aa/.oux.  Majiy  oC  tlie.-e  are  very  mucli  larjjer  tlian  tlie  natu- 
ral size  of  the  things  re|)resented.  The  design  of  thesf!  “object  les- 
sons” is  to  make  tangible  things  that  are  visible  to  the  seeing.  'I'hey 
are  of  great  value  in  schools  of  seeing  persons  as  important  aids  (or 
instruction,  but  in  the,  education  of  the  blind  they  are  |)eculiaily  use- 
ful. We,  respectfully  ii.-k  tin;  consent  of  the  Cleneral  Assembly  for 
the  purchase  of  a small  number  of  these  models,  for  the  instruction 
of  th(;  blind. 

'J'he  pu|)ils  have  made  com  nendal)le  progress  in  their  studies,  and 
the  entire  spiiit  of  the,  scluxd  is  earnest  and  eager  f)r  improvement. 
Particular  attcjition  is  paid  both  to  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  for 
which  some  of  the  pupils  seem  to  mani  est  a peculiar  talent.  The 
pupils  ha ve  successfully  maintained  a hand,  both  of  brass  and  of  string 
instruments,  and  have  gained  an  excellent  reputation  They  occa- 
sionally give  public  ptu'formances  whi  h yield  them  some  income. 
At  the  ri.ceni  Masonic  fair  for  the  Widows  and  t)iphans’  Home,  the 
band  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  furnished  nightly  the  music  for  the 
occasio  n. 

'I’he  work  in  the  mechanical  department  has  gone  on  with  consid- 
erable success.  Several  blind  jiersons  have  learned  to  make  brooms 
and  mattresses,  and  to  cane  chairs  with  sudicient  e.xpertness  to  main- 
tain themselves,  and  establish  a paying  business.  ISo  far  as  our  expe- 
rience goes, there  seems  to  be  many  excellent  openings  for  the  blind 
to  prolitahly  exercise,  in  the  sparsely  settled  parts  of  the  country,  any 
kind  of  handicraft  with  which  they  can  he  made  acquainted.  At 
present  the  occupations  in  which  the  blind  can  engage  are  very 
limited,  and  we  think  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  make  experiments 
every  year  in  new  directions,  some  of  which  might  doubtless  prove 
advant.'igcous,  and  the  great  results  that  would  How  from  these 
would  more  than  compensate  for  any  failures  in  the  eli’ort  at  improve- 
ment. The  new  Director,  Professor  lluntoon,  has  many  qualifications 
for  conducting  these  efforts.  The  enlightened  sense  of  justice  on  the 
part  of  the  State  has  supplied  this  Institution  with  many  excellent 
ami  cosily  ajifiliances  that  are  needed  in  the  education  of  the  blind, 
and  the  evident  intention  of  the  Lpgi?lature  is,  that  the  Kentucky 
School  for  the  Blind  shall  be  second  to  none  in  the  country  for  the 
comiileleness  of  its  apparatus  for  imparting  a sound  education. 
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The  necessities  of  the  school  call  for  a complete  set  of  standard 
weights  and  measure.^,  and  for  a more  extensive  assortment  of 
models  than  the  school  now  possesses. 

Inasmuch  as  life  not  only  manifests  itself  in  movement,  but  depends 
for  subsistence  on  a sej'ies  of  motions,  we  hold  that  it  should  be  an 
integral  part  of  all  education  to  train  children  in  a knowledge  of 
this  element  of  existence,  and  that  they  should  be  taught  the  jjroper 
e.xercise  of  this  knowledge.  A feeble  respiration  may  be  very 
materially  and  substantially  strengthened  by  exercise  in  the  right 
direction,  or  it  may  be  permanently  cj'ippled  by  neglect.  An  im- 
pervious air  tube  in  the  lungs  produces  collapse  in  all  that  part  of 
the  lung  that  is  dependent  on  that  tube.  If  blood  ceases  to  run 
through  an  artery  or  vein,  the  vessel  closes  and  becomes  a cord. 
Muscular  motion  is  absolntely  essential  to  muscular  nutrition  ; inac- 
tivity of  muscles,  therefore,  leads  to  loss  of  power,  which  is,  absolute 
or  temporary  in  proportion  to  the  persistence  of  the  inactivity.  For 
these  reasons  we  think  that  a most  important  element  in  all  success- 
ful education,  is  that  called  gymnastics.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of 
fullness  of  excellence  of  the  mental  powers  when  the  body  is  dis- 
eased. This  fact  was  well  known  to  the  Greeks,  and  their  doctrine 
of  the  necessity  of  exercise  of  the  proper  kind  for  maintaining  the 
health  of  body  and  mind  was  enforced  by  all  their  great  thinkers,  and 
accepted  by  the  people.  To  this  fact  the  world  is  indebted  for  all  its 
enjoyment  of  the  mental  powers  of  Cicero.  He  went  to  Athens 
pale,  slender,  and  feeble.  He  was  such  a victim  to  indigestion  that 
his  stomach  refused  to  retain  the  sustenance  he  forced  himself  to  oat. 
The  gymnastics  at  Athens  elfected  a thorough  revolution  in  his  phys- 
ical condition.  These  gymnastics,  when  judiciously  used,  are  of 
great  utility  in  all  kinds  of  schools,  but  they  are  imperatively  de- 
manded in  schools  for  the  blind.  A great  many  blind  children,  on 
account  of  their  helplessness,  lead  at  home  a life  of  inaction  that  is 
very  prejudicial  to  health.  Many  of  them  are  anemic,  others  are 
deplorably  cachectic.  For  the  relief  of  these  conditions  judiciously 
devised  gymnastics  are  among  the  most  certain  means  of  relief.  All 
kinds  of  gymnastics  are  not  useful  to  all  kinds  of  constitution.  Like 
all  other  potencies,  that  kind  that  may  be  eminently  serviceable  to 
one  class  of  bodily  infirmities,  may  be  very  detrimental  to  another. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  a proper  understanding  of  the  powers  and 
various  forces  of  gymnastics,  in  order  that  the  blind  may  be  trained 
in  benefits,  and  not  in  evils.  We  pay  great  attention  to  this  impor- 
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tnnt  aid,  as  we  do  to  each  elciueiit  of  jiliysical  educatioti,  in  educatin''- 
the  blind.  " 

The  Trustees  were  forced  to  give  an  unusual  amount  of  attention 
for  several  months  to  the  general  condition  of  tlie  Institution,  and 
in^  this  way  we  have  instituted  economic  measures  of-some  value. 
\\  e discovered  that  we  had  ten  head  of  cattle,  only  two  of  which 
were  giving  milk,  and  that  there  was  very  little  prohahility  that  any 
of  the  other  cows  would  yield  milk  for  many  months  to  come,  if 
ever.  1 he  expense  of  feeding  the.se  unprofitable  cattle  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year  would  have  been  almost  a dead  loss.  We  speak 
of  feeding  them  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  because  there  is  no 
good  pasturage  accessible  to  the  Institution,  except  at  a ruinous 
rental,  because  of  the  high  price  of  land  in  convenient  reach  of 
the  Institution.  Upon  a full  consultation  of  the  members  of  the 
board,  experienced  in  these  questions,  the  cattle  were  sold,  and  we 
have  an  excellent  arrangement  with  an  upright  dairyman,  for  sup- 
pl_\ing  the  Institution  with  milk.  We  found,  too,  that  there  were 
two  horses  at  the  Institution,  and  are  satisfied,  in  which  the  Director 
concurs  fully,  that  one  will  do.  We  have  ordered  the  sale  of  one 
of  these  horses,  and  this  will  cut  olf  the  unnecessary  expense  of 
feeding  a supertluous  animal,  to  say  nothing  of  other  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  keeping  of  a horse. 

Lnder  the  careful  guardianship  over  the  supplies  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  the  vigilance  exercised  by  Mrs.  Iluntoon,  who  is  acting 
mation,  we  are  confident  that  numerous  leaks  have  been  effectively 
stopped,  and  that  the  appropriations  made  by  the  State  for  the 
blind  children  will  be  so  used  as  to  sacredly  enure  to  their  welfare. 
In  a peculiar  emergency,  the  President  of  this  Board  earnestly  en- 
tieated,  as  a personal  favor  to  him,  Mrs.  Iluntoon  to  take  charge 
of  the  matron’s  duties  until  time  should  enable  us  to  secure  a 
matron.  This  estimable  lady  complied  with  the  request,  greatly 
to  the  benefit  of  the  pupils,  and  of  the  entire  Institution.  The 
duties  have  been  performed  so  thoroughly  to  our  satisfaction,  such 
a beneficial  change  has  been  effected  in  the  delights  and  welfare 
of  the  pupils,  that  we  have  taken  up  a forgetfulness  that  she  was 
asked  to  take  temporary  charge,  and  we  have  no  thought  of  re- 
minding her  of  it. 

In  being  brought  into  a daily  eupervisorship  of  the  grounds  of  the 
Institution,  as  well  as  of  its  internal  and  educational  interests, 
we  found  it  necessary  to  cut  olf  the  entire  water-closet  system  of 
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the  buikling.  In  the  first  place  we  neither  had,  nor  could  uc.  in 
any  way,  command  a diuiinage  of  such  material  away  fiom  (jur 
grounds.  The  attempt  had  been  made  to  do  ihi.s  through  an  open 
ditch  across  private  property  several  hundred  (eei  in  width,  and  the 
drainage  had  to  be  emptied  upon  private  properly.  In  addilion  to 
the  impropriety  of  this  conduct,  tind  its  baleful  chariicter,  it  was  a Des- 
pass  that  we  determined  to  slop.  In  winter  lime  these  water-.  Insets 
in  the  building  became  a nuisance,  on  account  either  .1  want  of 
water  from  its  being  drawn  from  the.  pipes  to  prevent  ireezing.  or, 
when  this  was  postponed,  from  the  freezing  of  water  in  the  pipes. 
Our  e.vperience  satisfied  us  that  these  were  evils  that  demanded 
abatement.  After  a thorough  examination  of  the  whole  subject,  we 
determined  to  resort  to  earth-closet  commodes,  as  by  far  the  most 
eligible,  convenient,  remunerative,  healthlul,  and  economic  method 
that  could  be  adopted.  They  have  been  introduced  into  the  buihling 
as  far  as  our  pecuniary  resources  permitted,  and  they  have  justified 
our  expectations.  The  evils  of  the  freezing  of  the  water  in  the 
pipes  are  the  result  of  the  failure  to  heat  the  Institution  with  steam 
or  hot-water  pipes,  a failure,  unexpectedly  to  us,  arising  Irom  the 
inability  of  the  Stite  Treasurer  to  pay  the  lull  amount  ol  the  ap- 
propriations made  to  the  school.  That  officer,  we  are  well  satisfied, 
did  all  in  his  power  to  meet  these  appropriations.  This  failure  has 
exposed  the  school  to  the  perils  of  stoves,  and  has  caused  much 
unavoidable  expense.  Until  we  secure  a proper  method  ol  heat- 
ing the  building,  the  School  for  the  Blind  must  often  suifer  in  cold 
weather  the  dei.lorable  evils  of  the  want  of  proper  supplies  of 
water. 

Two  notable  events  connected  with  the  w'ellare  of  the  blind  hate 
occurred  within  the  past  year.  One  of  these  was  the  meeting  of  a 
Convention  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Educational  Institutions 
for  the  Blind,  and  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  for  the  purpo.se  of  uniting 
the  various  interests  scattered  over  the  country,  in  connection  with 
the  improvement  of  the  blind.  Of  twenty-seven  Institutions  for  the 
Blind,  twenty-live  W’erc  in  favor  of  the  Convention,  and  ga\  e it  their 
hearty  approval.  The  Convention  met  at  Indianapolis  bust  August, 
and  accomplished  a great  deal  of  useful  work.  The  principal  ohjcct 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  seemed  to  be,  in  the  language 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Minnesota  Institution  tor  the  Deal 
and  Dumb  and  Blind,  to  ascertain,  “ how  can  Me  men  and  means  em- 
ployed be  made  more  efficient  in  educating  the  blind?”  Much  was 
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(ii)iii'  by  lilt'  (. o ri VO  1) tioii  toward  oliicidatiiig  tliis  important  (juostion. 
Ill  aiioilii  r part  ol  tlii.s  Koport  have  spoken  ot  liiiiiing  now 
diroctioiis  for  teaoliiiio  the  blinil,  siiccossrul  molliods  of  socuriiij',  at 
least  a li\ elihooil,  by  llieir  own  ellbrts.  'I'lio  experiences  of  the 
va  ious  Sopori iitondents  of  Schools  for  the  IJliiid,  as  detailed  tU  the 
Con veiil ion,  gi ve  soini:  wilnable  i ii (orniat ion  on  tins  point,  by  whiob 
we  ho]io  to  prolilin  tlie  Jventiicky  In-titiilion 

The  second  of  these  important  events  to  the  blind  is  the  pro|)Ositioii 
of  xM  • S.  1‘  lluji^les,  ol  llostoii,  to  institute  iind  carry  on  ;it  his  own 
expense  a series  of  ex|ierinients  for  iin()rovin>j  tlie  type,  paper,  and 
nioile  of  pi  inling  for  ihe  blind,  for  the  purpose  of  cheapenintr  the  cost 
o(  production,  and  for  the  attainnienl  ol  tilher  objects  i f great  utility, 
lie  has,  11  ndou bt ed ly , for  the  past  lorty  years,  been  regaided  as  the 
best  of  all  inventors  in  rnecli  i nietil  matters,  eoiinecled  with  literature 
for  the  blind,  that  this  country  has  produced,  lie  aas  originallv  one 
ot  the  finest  engravers  of  fiaiik  notes  in  this  country,  but  left  tlnit 
employment  to  devote  himself  to  iuiprovenieuts  in  instructive  appa- 
ratus lor  the  blind,  lie  invented  in  IHlJb  the  first  priming  press  ever 
made  lor  ihe  blind,  and  he  was  the  first  that  ever  succeeded  in  lievis- 
ing  the  manufacture  of  paper  for  einbo.ssed  priming  for  the  blind  — a 
paper  that  does  not  crack  in  the  operation  of  printing  r.aised  letters 
for  the  blind,  nor  suffer  the  characters  to  lltitten  il  iwn  by  the  |)ressure 
of  the  lingers  in  reading.  'Phis  invention  is  a priceless  b-ion  to  the 
blind,  lie  also  invented  inovtible  type,  by  which  the  map  of  any 
country  can  be  perfectly  and  beautifully  printed  for  the  blind.  The 
ty|)e  with  which  a map  of  Asia  is  printed  may  be  distributed  and 
then  put  together  to  print  a map  of  North  .\ineiiea  or  of  any  other 
region  With  these  map  characters  Mr.  liuggles  has  jiroduced  a 
very  complete  atlas  ot  the  LInited  Slates,  and  also  a general  albis. 
“ Every  piece  of  type  matches  its  neighbor  with  miraculous  cunning, 
while  following  the  linos  and  angles  or  graceful  curves  of  the  various 
ri  vers,  coasts,  islands,  lakes,  bays,  ckte.,  \v  it  h w hieh  such  woi  ks  abouiul.’ 
In  ISt;:!  Mr.  liuggles  invented  a large  press  for  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  llliml,  located  in  Lonis\  ille,  Ky  I'he  work  of  this 
press  surpassed  in  excellence  all  printing  for  the  blind  ever  previously 
ae.com])lished  We  h;ive  specimens  of  its  work  primed  at  the  Tech- 
nological Institute  at  Boston  befo  e it  was  sent  to  Louisville,  and  we 
have  never  seen,  even  in  the  excellent  work  of  the  .\mericiin  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  any  that  surptissed  the  excidlence  of  the  work 
done  by  it  in  Boston  as  a sample  ot  its  power.  j\lr.  liuggles  is  ad- 
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vanced  in  years,  has  become  M'ealthy  by  various  inventions  apart 
from  those  we  have  mentioned,  and  he  now  wishes  to  devote  the 
remainder  of  his  life  and  a portion  of  his  fortune  for  the  benefit,  as 
he  says,  “of  all  the  blind.”  He  has  litted  up  an  elaborate  olhce  in 
Boston,’in  which  he  runs  two  steam  engines,  by  the  aid  of  which  he 
is  making  e.vperiments  with  punches  and  dies  and  other  agencies,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  blind.  He  has  also  stereotyping  and  electrotyping 
departments  to  aid  him  in  his  works  for  the  blind.  M/e  feel  great 
confidebce  that  these  labors  will  largely  promote  the  wellare  of  the 
blind.  He  is  working,  entirely  at  his  own  expense,  for  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky. It  is  to  Mr.  Buggies  that  the  blind  and  the  friends  of  the 
blind  are  indebted  for  all  that  is  most  valuable  in  the  art  of  printing 
for  the  blind  that  has  been  invented  in  the  past  forty  years,  lo  the 
perfectness  of  his  inventions  in  this  line,  the  oflicials  of  the  Frenci 
and  Belgian  Institutions  for  the  Blind  bear  strong  testimony.  It  is  the 
avowed  purpose  of  Mr.  Buggies  to  make  a free  gift  ot  his  inventions 
for  the  blind,  the  most  valuable  of  which  have  not  been  made  public 

yet. 

The  following  circular  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  of  which  Convention  we  have  spoken 
very  fully,  explains  the  initial  steps  toward  the  great  work  of  Mr. 


Buggies  : 


“ riiiL.M)ELiMii.i,  December  liJ,  1871. 

“ Dear  Sir  : The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Convention  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  at  Indianapolis,  in 
August,  1871,  met  in  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  of  November,  ISil,  to 
consider  the  following  proposition  made  by  Mr.  b.  P.  Buggies,  o 

Boston  : , c . -ii 

“•If  all  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States  wil 

choose  a Publishing  Committee,  said  committee  representing  all  said 
Institutions,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  what  books,  maps  etc 
shall  be  printed,  the  number  of  copies  in  each  edition,  and 
distributed  among  the  dillerent  blind  people  and  Institutions, 
get  up  an  improved  printing  establishment,  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  printing  presses,  all  the  type,  of  various  kinds,  lor  book 
maps,  and  all  other  work,  together  with  all  the  eonvenieiiees  for 
electrotyping  and  stereotyping  ; and  also  all  the  appliances  necessarj 

for  the  successful  operation  of  the  entire  iiieehanical  depaiti.it.its 
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of  such  an  establishment,  and  all  at  my  own  e.xpense,  without  any 
charge  or  cost  to  said  committee  or  Institutions;  and  1 will  also 
superintend  the  same  without  pay  or  cost  to  any  one,  my  sole  object 
being  to  give  the  blind  the  benefit  of  all  the  improvements  which  I 
have  thought  out  and  perfected  within  the  past  ten  years,  and  which 
I believe  will  be  found  to  be  nearly,  or  quite,  as  much  in  advance  of 
the  present  modes  of  instruction,  printing,  etc.,  as  the  improvements 
which  J made  in  1835  were  in  advance  of  every  thing  prior  to  that 
time.’ 

“ The  committee,  after  due  consideration,  passed  the  following 
resolution  : 

“ Rcsolvcil,  That  wc  do  hereby  cordially  accept,  in  behalf  of  all  the 
Institutions  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  the 
above  very  generous  offer  of  Mr.  lluggles. 

“ The  committee  repaired  to  Boston  and  pre.sented  the  resolution, 
in  person,  to  Mr.  lluggles,  with  their  thank, s for  his  contemplated 
munificent  gift  to  the  blind  of  our  country. 

“ Wii,i.i.\M  Cii.MM.v,  of  Pennsylvania, 

II.  CiiURCiiM.\N,  of  Indiana, 

“ A.  D.  Loud,  of  New  York  State, 

“F.  I).  Morriso.v,  of  Maryland, 

“G.  L.  Sjie.'vd,  of  Ohio, 

“ IT.  L.  II..M,i.,  General  Agent,  6fC.  Comtniltee:' 

We,  in  common  with  all  who  know  the  merits  of  Mr.  Ruggles  as 
an  inventive  genius,  unrivalled  in  the  improvements  madeTor  the 
blind,  and  all  who  know  what  he  has  done  in  that  dejiartment  cf 
progress,  entertain  the  confident  hope  that  the  American  Printing 
House  Company  for  the  Blind,  in  Loui.sville,  Ky.,  will,  through  the 
pnerous  labors  of  Mr.  lluggles,  attain  the  means  of  greatly  enlarg- 
ing the  methods  of  instructing  blind  pupils  and  of  improving  and 
strengthening  the  enjoyments,  in  literature,  of  those  already  taught 
in  the  schools. 

We  herewitli  submit  our  report  of  the  receipts  and  e.vpenditures 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the  year  1871.  The 
Treasurer  of  the  Institution  will,  ns  usual,  settle  with  the  Auditor  of 
the  State,  and  file  with  that  officer  his  vouchers. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  John  G.  Barret,  Treasurer  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  statement  of  his  account  as 
such,  up  to  the  31st  December,  1871  : 
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1871. 


JOHN  G.  I1.\RRET,  Theasdueb, 

In  account  with  Kentucky  Imtitatian  for  the  Blind. 
RECEIPTS. 

To  Binonnt  rectlvcA’  from  Treasurer  of  State,  on  annual  al- 



To  uaiount  received  from  

To  amount  received  from  same,  on  special  appropriation  by 

r.egislalure,  the  appropriulion  being  $10,000 

To  first  quarterly  allowance 

To  second  quarterly  allowance 

To  third  quarterly  allowance 

To  amount  recf'ivid  ot  D.  Lasch  from  sales 

To  amount  received  of  T.S.  Bell,  being  check  on  the  Treas- 
urer of  State,  on  appropriation  of  Legislature 

To  cash  of  B.  M.  Patteu,  for  bull  sold 

To  cash  of  Otis  Patten,  for  4 copies  Blind  Obild's  Book 

To  cash  of  Otis  Patten,  for  I Paradise  Lost 

To  cash  of  Otis  Patten,  for  1 ConsLitiilion  United  States 

To  cash  of  P.  Boullemet,  from  Louisiana 

To  cash  of  E.  Schafer,  from  Indiana 

To  cash  for  sale  of  live  slock 

To  cash  from  sales  of  goods  from  workshop 


EXPENDITURES. 

By  amount  due  Treasurer  by  last  report 

Nr.  1.  First  quarter’s  salaries 

No.  2.  First  quarter’s  wages 

No.  3.  By  amount  to  Messrs.  Pike  & Benner 

No.  4.  By  amount  to  L.  Eiseniuan  

No.  5.  By  niuouut  to  water  rent 

No.  6.  By  amount  to  salaries,  second  quarter 

No.  7.  By  amount  to  John  M.  Carson  & Co 

No.  8.  By  amonnl  to  Wm.  Linton 

No.  9.  By  amount  to  Eisemnan 

No.  10.  By  amotint  to  Wm.  Iloerter 

No.  11.  By  amount  to  Wui.  Iloerter 

No.  12.  By  amount  to  wages,  second  quarter 

No.  13.  By  amount  to  Brown  & Jelks 

No.  14.  By  amount  to  T.  Johnston 

No.  15.  By  anmiinl  to  Wm.  Sumner  k Co 

No.  16.  By  amount  li)  H.  Buchter 

No.  17.  By  amount  to  William  Bailey 

No.  18.  By  amount  to  Kennedy  k Irvin 

No.  10.  By  amount  to  Slieari-r  k Mackay 

No.  20.  By  amount  to  F.ilU  City  Steam  Bakery 

No.  21.  By  amount  to  S.  Barker  k Co. 

No.  22.  By  amount  to  Fry  k Patton 

No.  23.  By  amount  to  11.  G.  Van  fcieggern 

No.  24.  By  amount  to  Speckuian  k Di.x 


Amount  carried  forward. 


March 

3. 

March 

G. 

April 

1. 

April 

20. 

July 

5. 

October 

5. 

September  28. 

March 

4. 

March 

24. 

March 

24. 

March 

24. 

March 

24. 

December 

30. 

December 

30. 

December  30. 

December 

30. 

1871. 

April 

8. 

May 

10. 

Juno 

2. 

Juno 

7. 

.Tuly 

5. 

July 

17. 

July 

17. 

July 

18. 

July 

20. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21. 

July 

21, 

July 

21 

$4,000  00 
6,000  00 

4.000  00 
1,621  65 
1,645  00 
1,295  00 

360  00 

1.000  00 
35  00 
12  00 

5 00 
1 00 
ICO  00 
25  00 
138  80 
167  35 


$20,465  80 

$1,160  90 

1,182  50 

423  00 

40  00 

870  67 

125  00 

1 ,040  00 

1 , 326  63 

262  50 

634  34 

301  04 

245  84 

371  20 

27  40 

24  00 

14  50 

28  50 

•13  00 

323  44 

74  25 

67  51 

142  15 

259  37 

417  92 

34  35 

$9,408  91 
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Amount  brought  forward $9,408  91 

July  ^ 31.  No.  25.  By  nmoiint  to  Grove,  Uiirhlnge  & Co 50  35 

July  21.  No.  26.  By  amount  to  J.  Sack.<trdcr 500  67 

September  9.  No.  27.  By  amount  to  B.  M.  Fatten 300  oo 

September  9.  No.  28.  By  amount  to  B.  M.  Fatten 319  00 

September  20.  No.  29.  By  amount  to  tliini  (piarter's  salary 600  00 

September  26.  No.  30.  By  amouui  to  wage.s  for  .-Vugust 242  00 

September  28.  No.  31.  By  amount  to  K.  MeGlouglilin 17  gs 

Repteml)er  28.  No.  32.  By  amount  to  Blum  Bros. g gg 

September  28.  No.  33.  By  amount  to  (1.  II.  Cary 15  45 

September  28.  No.  31.  By  amount  to  .Speckmau  & lli.'i  10  go 

September  28.  No.  35.  By  amount  to  \V.  B.  Glover gg  50 

September  28.  No.  30.  By  amount  to  Peters  'j  Webb I5  go 

September  28.  No.  37.  By  amount  to  Fennsylvania  In.slitulion  for  Bliml 

(2  lulls) ]0  9.3 

September  28.  No.  38.  By  amount  to  Grove,  Burlilage  * Co 25  00 

September  28.  No.  39.  By  amount  to  Jolm  F.  Jlorton  A Co I5  7h 

September  28.  No.  40.  By  amount  to  J.  M.  Armstrong  (2  bills) 28  25 

September  28.  No.  41.  By  amount  to  William  Bell 10  00 

September  28.  No.  42.  By  amount  to  .Tolins'on  k Webster 53  00 

September  28.  No.  43.  By  amount  to  A Jama  E.vnress 26  60 

September  28.  No.  44.  By  amount  to  S.  Fry 76  gg 

September  28.  No.  45.  By  amount  to  I).  Lasch 2g  ig 

September  23.  .No.  46.  By  amount  to  Charles  Safel 13  20 

September  23.  No.  47.  By  amount  to  .M.  Boegler 9 25 

September  23.  No.  48.  By  amount  to  B.  .\I.  Fatten 75  1.5 

September  28.  No.  49.  By  amount  to  B.  M.  Fatten 117  35 

September  28.  No.  50.  By  amount  to  D.  Lascti 73  53 

September  28.  No.  51.  By  amount  to  D.  La.seh I35  gg 

September  28.  No.  52.  By  amount  to  Chriitiau  Schafer 17  50 

September  28.  No.  53.  By  amount  to  S.  Barker  & Co 46  95 

September  28.  No.  54.  By  amount  to  Baker  & Rubell 33  gg 

September  23.  No.  55.  By  amount  to  William  Iloeter 33  ig 

September  28.  No.  56.  By  amount  to  L.  Eisenman 254  62 

September  28.  No.  57.  By  amount  to  Schmidt  k Bender H gg 

September  28.  No.  58.  By  amount  to  Bridgeford  k Co 37  gg 

September  28.  No.  59.  By  amount  to  B.  B.  Iluntoon II3  73 

September  23.  .No.  60.  By  amount  to  .1.  S.  Danfortli 218  75 

September  28.  No.  01.  By  amount  to  .1.  S.  D infortli  I3I  25 

September  28.  No.  62.  By  amount  to  II.  II.  Wright 79  gg 

October  24.  No.  03.  By  amount  to  .Atwood  k Nicholas I75  gg 

October  28.  No.  til.  By  amount  to  S.  Barker 20  47 

October  28.  No.  05.  By  amount  to  II.  Wright I5  gg 

October  28.  No.  60.  By  amount  to  T.  S.  Bell 61  gg 

Dccemltcr  .30.  No.  67.  By  amount  to  sularies,  fonrtii  quarter 1 ggg  gg 

December  30.  No.  68.  By  amouat  to  William  Bailey 73  50 

December  30.  No.  09.  By  amount  to  wages,  fourth  qttarter 5g4  95 

December  30.  No.  70.  By  amount  to  Ei.seumnn’s bill 732  |q 

December  30.  No.  71.  By  itmourit  to  Henry  Smith  (3  bills) 166  91 

December  30.  No.  72.  By  amount  to  William  Sow.iers 22  65 


Amount  carried  forward $16,201  02 
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Amount  brought  forward $16,201  02 

December  30.  No.  73.  By  amount  to  F.  Van  Seggern 00  00 

December  30.  No.  74.  By  amount  to  Kennedy  & Irvin 81  90 

December  30.  No.  75.  By  amount  to  J.  Frank 49  OO 

December  30.  No.  76.  B}'  amount  to  V.  Frank 30  20 

December  30.  No.  77.  By  amount  to  Schmidt  & Bender 21  .50 

December  30.  No.  78.  By  amount  to  G.  H.Cary 15  90 

December  30.  No.  79.  By  amount  to  D.  P.  Faulds 7 00 

December  30.  No.  80.  By  amount  to  John  P.  .Morton 20  60 

December  30.  No.  81.  By  amount  to  F.  Teiipc 18  00 

December  30.  No.  82.  By  amount  to  J.  Dolfinger 56  40 

December  30.  No.  83.  By  amount  to  James  Dealiy 20  45 

December  30.  No.  84.  By  amount  to  Carson  & Mason 21  00 

December  30.  No.  85.  By  amount  to  0.  Rawson 13  88 

December  30.  No.  86,  By  amount  to  J.  McCullough 5 00 

December  30.  No.  87.  By  amount  to  A.  McBride 54  85 

December  30.  No.  88.  By  amount  to  James  Bridgeford 164  18 

December  30.  No.  89.  By  amount  to  Turner  & James 110  72 

December  30.  No.  90.  By  amount  to  Magens  & Co. 61  60 

December  30.  No.  91.  By  amount  to  Joseph  T.  Tompkins  & Co 15  33 

December  30.  No.  92.  By  amount  to  Grove,  Burhlage  & Co. 71  16 

December  30.  No.  93.  By  amount  to  W,  IT.  Stokes  & Co 26  16 

December  30.  No.  94.  By  amount  to  W.  II.  McKnight 68  48 

December  30.  No.  95.  . By  amount  to  Waters  k Son 14  30 

December  30.  No.  96.  By  amount  to  S.  Barker  & Co. 140  30 

December  30.  No.  97.  By  amount  to  A.  Peter  & Co. 5 64 

December  30.  No.  98.  By  amount  to  J.  C.  Reeves 145  25 

December  30.  No.  99.  By  amount  to  J.  P.  Young 53  33 

December  30.  No.  100.  By  amount  to  G.  Sebram 5 15 

December  30.  No.  101.  By  amount  to  Water  Company 125  00 

December  30.  No.  102.  By  amount  to  Lilhgow  Fire  Works 120  00 

December  30.  No.  103.  By  amount  to  T.  S.  Bell 43  75 

December  30.  No.  104.  By  amount  to  B.  B.  Iluntoon 104  75 

December  30.  No.  105.  By  amount  to  D.  Lasch 128  80 


$18,110  60 

Balance  2,355  20 


$20,465  80 

The  foregoing  is  a correct  statement  of  the  account  of  tiie  Treasurer  of  tlic  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  which  shows  Ihe  balance  this  day  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
of  $2,355  20.  All  the  vouchers  and  receipts  for  expenditures  are  this  day,  and  herewith, 
filed  with  the  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Most  lespeclfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BARRET,  Treasurer. 
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During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1871,  fifty-eiglit  pupils  have 
received  instruction  in  the  Institution.  Their  names  arc  as  follows: 


NAMES. 

Lillie  ,\rin.strong, 

Lucy  Armstrong, 

*\Villiain  Alti’rbury,  - 
Hamilton  lialentine, 
Laura  Grace  Hean, 

Alice  Bradley, 

Nancy  Peak  Brown,  - 
Percy  Boullemet, 

Mary  Cavanaugh, 

John  Chea]),  - - - 

William  Clark,  - 
W'illiam  D avi,s, 

Marthii  .1.  Daniel, 

John  i\I.  Krnst, 

Ada  Ethm  idgc,  - 
Jane  B I'il/.patrick, 
Algernon  Flournoy, 
Charles  Frederick,  - 
Mary  Jk  Gallagher,  - 
Josephus  Getton, 
Covington  Guion, 

Richard  .1.  llambleton,  - 
Richard  Hardin, 

Lorews  Haussmann, 
Joseph  W’.  lleiscr, 

Rhoda  .1.  Hills, 

Anna  C.  Homirc, 

George  \V.  Hughes, 

Anna  Hii.ssk, 

Anna  Bell  Ivcndall, 

Ellen  Kenney,  - 
Mary  K MacConn, 

John  Mcldhono, 

Edward  E Martin,  - 
Clara  Mattingly, 


RESIDENCE. 

Nicholasville. 
Nicholasville. 
Hart  county. 
Louisville. 

- Mount  Sterling. 
Louisville. 
W’arsaw. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- Jjouisvillc. 

New  Albany,  Ind. 
J^ouisvillc. 
JeH'erson  county. 

- Johnson  county. 
Louisville. 
Loui.svillc. 

Hart  county. 

- Paducah. 
Louisville. 

- Louisville. 
Grayson  county. 
Louisville. 
Ashland. 

- McLean  county. 
Bellville. 

- Newport. 
Campbell  county. 
Louisville. 

Meade  county. 

- I-'ayettc  county. 
JeH'erson  county. 
I.ouisville. 
Lexington. 
Louisville. 

Boone  county. 
Louisville. 
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NAMES. 

Elizabeth  Majors,  - 
Thomas  INIeddis, 

George  M Miller,  - 
Louisa  Monohan, 

Emma  Moorman,  - 
James  E.  Murray, 

Benj.  H.  Myers, 

Sallie  IM.  Neal,  - 
Alice  Parsons, 

Nancy  Porter,  - 
Julia  Purnell,  - 
Mary  F.  llogers, 

Elizabeth  Ross, 

Georgia  Sale, 

Elizabeth  Schafer,  - 
Frederick  Telkarnmer, 

Henry  Townes, 

John  H.  Vernon, 

Mary  Alice  Walker, 

John  M.  West,  - 
Mary  Williams, 

Martha  Williams, 

W.  J.  Winfrey, 

During  the  last  quarter  there  were  forty  names  recorded  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  at  present  is  four:  four  of  the 
pupils  also  assist  in  teaching. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  explain  the  reason,  but  from  a careful  ex- 
amination of  the  Reports  of  the  Institutions  for  educating  tlic  blind  in 
the  various  States  of  the  Union,  we  are  satisfied  that  tlic  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Blind  is  the  most  economically  conducted  School 
for  the  Blind  in  this  country,  and  we  are  equally  as  well  convinced 
that  in  no  other  one  of  tho.se  noble  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth, 
that  are  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  helpless,  are  the  expense-^  as  small 
as  in  this  Institution.  The  expenses  in  providing  for  the  education 
of  the  blind  arc  necessarily  much  greater  than  for  any  other  class  of 
children.  Tlic  books,  maps,  globes,  and  slates  for  them,  cost  much 
more  than  this  kind  of  apparatus  costs  for  seeing  children.  Much 


RESIDENCE. 

Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Hawesville. 
Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 

- Newport. 

Nicholas  county. 

Lexington. 

Louisville. 

Loui.sville. 

Maysville. 

Lexington. 

Meade  county. 
Louisville. 

New  Altiany,  Ind. 
Louisville. 
Henderson  co. 

- Elizabethtown. 
Louisville. 

- Cliri.-tian  county. 
Meade  county. 

- Meade  county. 
Columbia. 
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larger  classes  of  sceitig  children  can  be  taught  by  one  teacher  than 
classes  of  blind  children.  We  endeavor  to  he  alive  to  the  trust  the 
Conunonwealth  has  confided  to  us,  and  we  constantly  feel  the  sacred- 
ness of  the  funds  placed  in  our  care  for  the  henefitof  the  blind.  We 
watch  over  it  with  the  most  jealous  solicitude,  that  every  cent  of  it 
that  can  he  made  to  minister  to  the  education  and  general  welfare  of 
the  blind  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  accomplish  that  object.  While  the 
Institution  has  often  been  in  want  of  fullness  of  means,  we  have 
struggled  to  keep  up  its  reputation  as  a first-class  school  for  educat- 
ing the  blind.  It  has  furnished  the  schools  of  some  of  the  States 
with  teachers  of  great  excellence.  One  of  the  pupils  educated  in 
the  Kentucky  Institution  of  the  Blind  is  now  a successful  teacher  of 
vocal  music  in  the  oldest  School  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States. 
Great  numbers  of  those  pupils  are  rejoicing  now  in  the  beauty, 
.strength,  comforts,  and  self-reliance  which  Kentucky  has  given  them 
in  her  recognition  of  the  justice  and  potency  of  the  claims  of  the 
blind  upon  her  protecting  care,  and  we  rejoice  that,  in  any  degree, 
we  have  borne  a part  in  those  ministrations. 

We  do  not  feel  that  we  are  making  an  unreasonable  re((uest  of 
your  honorable  body,  in  view  of  the  facts — first,  that  we  give,  with- 
out any  (miolumcnt,  to  the  education  of  the  blind  a large  amount  of 
our  labor  and  time  lor  the  proper  performance  of  a duty’  of  a most 
exacting  character;  and  secondly,  that  the  Commonwealth  has 
scarcely  a more  sacred  trust  than  the  proper  and  best  care  of  the 
blind,  when  we  ask  that  we  shall  be  empowered  to  discharge  this 
duty  in  a more  satisfactory  manner  than  we  have  ever  been  able  to 
perform  it,  on  the  annual  allowances  heretofore  made  for  its  welfare. 
1 here  has  been  scarcely  a year  in  the  existence  of  this  school  when 
we  have  not  been  hampered,  by  want  of  means,  in  doing  what  we 
knew  the  necessities  of  the  blind  pupils  required  should  be  done  for 
them.  Not  a single  dollar  of  the  money  appropriated  lor  their  educa- 
tion can  be  drawn  without  our  consent,  and  it  shall  be  our  duty  to 
see  that  no  pai't  of  the  appropriation  shall  be  improperly  expended. 

We  have  .shown  that  the  expenses  of  educating  the  blind  are  nec- 
essarily greater  than  for  the  education  of  any  other  class  of  pui)ils. 
The  appro[)riation3  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  blind  are  less 
than  tho.'C  maile  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  class  of  those  helpless 
rnember.s  of  the  community  who  are  nobly  and  justly  recognized  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  as  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Commonwealth.  The  School  for  the  Ueaf  and  Dumb  has  a per- 
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manent  fund  of  over  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  derived  from 
Congressional  donations  of  land  in  182G.  This  land  was  sold  in  18G1 
for  nearly  sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  from  this  the  liberal  permanent 
fund  has  been  created.  In  addition  to  this,  that  State  School  is  em- 
powered to  collect  school  fees  from  those  able  to  pay,  and  in  1871  the 
collections  from  this  source  amounted  to  over  six  hundred  dollars. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Blind  School  were  once  empowered  to  make 
similar  collections,  but  experience  soon  convinced  the  Trustees  that 
this  right  was  a serious  detriment  to  the  school.  But,  in  addition  to 
the  two  resources  we  have  named  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  School, 
the  State  appropriations  made  to  it  have  uniformly  been  greater 
than  the  entire  income  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  notwithstanding  the  more  expensive  character  of  the  successful 
teaching  of  the  blind.  The  Institution  for  the  Feeble-minded  and 
Idiotic  receives  larger  appropriations  for  each  child  sent  to  it  than  is 
allowed  for  the  pupils  of  the  Blind  School.  We  mention  these  facts, 
not  in  a carping  or  fault-finding  spirit,  for  we  feci  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  just  and  noble  liberality  of  the  Commonwealth  to  those 
institutions  commands  our  admiration  and  full  approval.  But  your 
honorable  body  has  confided  the  interests  of  educating  the  blind  to 
us,  and  we  should  be  untrue  to  our  trust  in  failing  to  present  their 
Just  claims,  and  in  urging  for  them  the  same  philanthroiiic  care  and 
action  that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  nobly  extend  to  other 
classes  that  are  helpless,  but  in  no  sense  more  de.serving  than  the 
blind.  We  feel  that  we  are  performing  a duty  you  asked  us  to  under- 
take in  accepting  the  Trusteeship  of  this  Institution. 

We  have  often  felt  solicitude  about  the  Institution  in  ease  it  should 
take  fire.  It  is  remote  I'rom  the  nearest  fire  engine-liouse,  a consid- 
erable distance  from  a fire  telegraph  alarm,  and  there  is  a paucity  of 
water  supply  in  the  iriiinediate  vicinity  of  the  building  I'or  extinguish- 
ing a conflagration.  We  keep  the  building  properly  insured,  and 
exercise  all  possible  vigilance  against  the  catastrophe  of  a fire  ; but 
as  we  are  yet  compelled  to  use  oil  lamps  in  the  building,  some  una- 
voidable accident  may  endanger  the  building.  As  some  protection 
we  have  determined  to  make  a lake  of  water  within  tlie  grounds. 
This  will  answer  a three-fold  purpose.  It  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
Institution,  afford  an  abundant  supjily  of  clean  ice  for  the  inmates  of 
the  school,  and  in  case  of  a fire,  may  furnish  the  fire-engines  with 
sufficient  water  to  save  the  building  from  destruction.  To  meet 
present  emergencies  in  these  perils  and  difficulties,  we  have  obtained 
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two  of  the  fire  extinguishers  invented  by  Dr.  Joseph  Gardner,  of 
Indiana,  and  manufactured  by  iNIessrs.  Lithgow  eSz,  Co.,  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  By  a careful  examinatioti,  we  have  satisfied  our.selves 
that  this  is  the  best  of  all  the  fire  extinguishers  in  use,  an  oi)inion 
abundantly  confirmed  by  all  the  competing  tests  it  has  undergone, 
both  in  this  city  and  in  the  city  of  New  York.  It  has  the  very 
decided  merit  of  capacity  for  standing  armed  at  all  times,  and 
through  long  periods,  and  for  being  put  to  instant  use  when  a sudden 
emergency  demands  its  powers.  It  is  very  efficient,  and  could  per- 
fectly command  any  ordinary  fire  at  the  Institution,  and  control  its 
headway  long  before  an  alarm  could  be  conveyed  from  the  Institution 
to  the  nearest  fire  telegraph  station.  In  the  possc.ssion  of  this  Gard- 
ner fire  extinguisher,  the  School  for  tiic  Blind  has  a security  against 
fire  it  has  not  previously  possessed.  We  hope  soon  to  introduce 
the  illuminating  gas  of  the  city  into  the  building,  and  this  will  aid 
very  greatly  in  relieving  the  edifice  from  the  perils  of  fire. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  gratefully  thank  the  editors  of  the  Courier- 
Journal,  the  Commercial,  and  the  Ledger,  for  their  daily  ministrations 
to  the  enjoyments  of  the  i)upils.  There  are  few  persons  who  take  a 
more  active  interest  in  those  “ maps  of  busy  life,”  the  daily  papers, 
than  the  pupils  of  the  School  for  the  Blind.  The  papers  are  read  to 
them  every  evening. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  S.  BELL, 

THOMAS  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

H.  J.  STITES, 

WILLIAM  KENDRICK, 
AEFRED  T.  POPE, 

JAMES  HARRISON, 

JOHN  G.  BARRET. 
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admission  of  pupils. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  operation 
thirty  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the  instruction 
of  those  children  and  youth  who  are  blind,  and  for  those  whose  sight 
is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such  children,  of 
suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated 
at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a State  school,  equally  liee 
to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  imstructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion. The  girls  are  taught  to  use  sewing  machines,  and  to  do  various 
kinds  of  fancy  work. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many 
of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 
of  learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 
children  and  youth  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember, and  terminates  on  the  third  Friday  of  .lune.  It  is  \ery  desii- 
able  that  pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session; 
but  new  pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  B.  B. 
Huntoon,  Director,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate 
any  necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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Kentdckv  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Bund,  ) 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  December  30,  1872.  | 
To  Ills  Excellency,  P.  IT.  Leslie,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky: 

Honored  Sir;  Under  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  I 
herewith  transmit  the  Eeport  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  tho  Edu- 
cation of  tho  Blind  for  tho  year  1872, 

I am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  S.  BELL, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 

for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 
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TRUSTEES’  REPORT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  are  gi'atifiod,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  school, 
in  spying  that  in  no  former  period  has  the  Institution  shown  such  un- 
equivocal proofs  among  the  pupils  oi  the  success  of  that  act  of  justice 
and  of  benevolence,  by  which  the  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth  pro- 
vided for  securing  to  its  blind  children  the  means  of  acquiring  education. 
By  this  beneficent  State  action  the  blind  children  are  enabled,  not  only  to 
obtain  the  benefits  of  a literary  education,  but  a training  in  methods  of 
handicraft,  by  which  they  are  raised  from  a condition  of  holple.ss  de- 
pendence into  a sphere  of  usefulness,  and  of  that  self-respect  incident  to 
the  ability  and  moans  for  pi’ocuring  a livelihood  by  honest  labor. 

The  Trustees  of  this  Institution,  in  their  last  report,  announced  their 
expectations  of  benefit  to  the  school,  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  15.  B. 
Iluntoon  as  Director  of  the  Institution,  and  of  Mrs.  Iluntoon  as  Matron 
of  the  establishment.  They  are  happy  in  being  able  to  say  to  the  Leg- 
islature that  that  which  was  a well-founded  hope  in  the  former  report,  is 
now  a harvest  of  excellent  fruition.  In  no  preceding  twelve  months  of 
the  Institution  have  there  been  such  abundant  proofs  of  substantial  im- 
provement in  the  entire  welfare  of  the  pupils  of  the  school,  as  in  the 
first  year  of  the  labors  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iluntoon.  They  have  been 
“instant  in  season,  and  out  of  season,”  in  the  recognition  and  perform- 
aniSe  of  their  various  and  onerous  duties.  The  teachers  of  the  school 
have  fully  seconded  these  useful  labors,  and  the  children  have  been  ben- 
efited in  their  manners  and  educational  progress  beyond  any  former 
example  in  thc_  history  of  the  school.  These  are  matters  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  through  the  very  frequent  inspections  of  the 
Institution  by  the  President  of  this  Board. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  has  made  us  the  special 
guardians  of  the  educational  interests  and  welfare  of  the  blind  children 
of  the  State.  While  we  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  noble 
work  done  by  the  Eopresontatives  of  the  people  of  Kentucky  for  the 
welfare  of  the  blind,  in  some  notable  respects  surpa.ssing  that  done  for 
them  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  wo  are  painfully  aware  that  there 
are  deficiencies  in  our  moans  of  educating  the  blind  that  can  bo,  and 
should  be,  remedied.  The  Institution  greatly  needs  models  for  object 
instruction.  As  nearly  as  possible  the  blind  children  should  bo  edu- 
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cated  as  wo  educate  children  that  see.  A superficial  knowledge  of  blind 
children  loads  to  groat  mistakes  about  their  capacity,  ihe  ehi  len 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  very  readily  learn  to  find  their  " 

only  over  the  edifice  and  grounds,  but  all  over  the  city  1' ; 
on  Sundays  the  children  find  their  way  to  the  various  churches  of  tl  eii 
nroferencos,  and  return  to  the  Institution  without  any  difiiciilty.  i i y 

Science  of  Typhlology,”  in  speaking  of  “the  unrecognmed  senses, 
irives  the  following  account  of  Facial  Perception  . 

‘.Whether  within  a house  or  in  the  open  air,  whether  walking  or  stand- 

and  can  perceive  whether  it  bo  tall  or  short,  slender  oi  bulky.  I can 

z r.rr  ..r:  r:S.“ 

of  air  can  ’have  nothing  to  do  with  this  power,  as  the  state  of  the  m i. 
does  not  directly  affect  it;  the  sense  of  hearing  has  nothing  o o mi 
U as  when  snow  lies  thickly  on  the  ground  objects  are  more  d.stinc  , 
although  the  footfall  cannot  be  heard.  I seem  to  perceive  objects  throiig 
llie  ski’n  of  mv  face,  and  to  have  the  impressions  immediately  trausmitlc 
to  the  brain  ' The  only  part  of  my  body  possessing  this  power  i.s  my 
f IW  I have  ascertained  by  suitable  experiments.  Stopping  my  ears 
d::s\iot  iiitcHrwith  it,  but  covering  my  face  with  a thick  veil  destroy 
i,  altoLmthcr  None  of  the  five  senses  have  anything  to  do  with  the  ex- 
istence of  this  power,  and  the  circumstances  above  named  induce  me 
to  call  this  unrecognized  sense  by  the  name  of  ‘Facial  Ferceptwi . 

. ‘pr  Saundersoti  could  tell  when  a cloud  obscured  the  horizon.  A o 
time  ‘cou  d do  this  with  great  accuracy,  but  cannot  now  trust  niysel  n 
t me  I cou  u i.e^idence  in  Jioiido.i,  whore  clouds  may  be 

:::  :r ‘thJiriT  «:oou..t  .r  th^  I cann.  ^ I b^.^^vn 
several  por.sons  totally  blind  possessing  this  power,  -Mi.  1 auow  g 

ZZo  or  lU.  r.g  .i.io,r.,«. 

impressions  -of  objects  are  faint  and  untrustworthy.  I bcliete  c.  i 


INSTITDTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


7 


nioiits  will  show  tliiit  the  ilryer  the  iUino8])lioro,  the  more  perfect  the 
exercise  of  this  sense;  and  what  relation  electricit)'  may  boar  to  it  is  yet 
to  be  ascertained.  J have  a strong  conviction  that  eventually'  it  will 
be  demonstrated,  beyond  doubt,  that  various  substances,  such  as  iron, 
wood,  stone,  etc.,  convey  different  impressions  to  the  face;  but  a more 
minute  examination  of  the  subject  is  required.  Although,  as  above 
stated,  fog  is  an  impediment,  ordinary  darkness  is  no  inconvenience; 
anything,  however,  which  attracts  the  other  senses,  such  as  noise,  par- 
tially occui)io8  the  attention  of  the  mind,  and  so  interferes  with  the  im- 
pressions received  through  ‘facial  perception.’  What  influence  the  cause 
of  blindness  may  have  on  this  subject  I cannot  say,  but  probably  very 
little ; for  in  my'  case  the  sight  of  one  eye  was  lost  soon  after  birth,  and 
the  other  by’  an  accident,  and  Saunders  jn  became  blind  in  infancy.  With 
those,  however,  who  lose  their  sight  from  nervous  disease,  the  case  may 
bo  different,  as  doubtless  with  them  the  whole  system  suffers  from  the 
same  disease  that  produced  blindness. 

“ When  passing  along  streets  1 can  distinguish  shops  from  private  houses, 
and  even  point  out  the  doors  and  windows,  etc.,  and  this  whether  the 
doors  bo  shut  or  open.  When  a w’indow  consists  of  a number  of  panes 
of  glass,  it  is  easier  to  discover  than  one  composed  of  an  entire  sheet. 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  glass  is  a bad  conductor  of  sensation,  or 
at  any  rate  of  the  sensation  connected  w’itli  this  sense.  When  objects 
below’  the  face  are  perceived,  the  sensation  seems  to  come  in  an  oblique 
line  from  the  object  to  the  upper  ])art  of  the  face.  While  W’alking  W’ith 
a friend  in  Forest  Ijane,  Stratford,  I said,  pointing  to  a fence  which  sep- 
arated the  road  from  a field,  ‘Those  rails  are  not  quite  as  high  as  my 
shoulder.’  Ho  looked  at  them,  and  said  they'  were  higher.  Wo,  how- 
ever, measured,  and  found  them  about  three  inches  lower  than  my 
shoulder.  At  the  time  of  making  this  observation,  I was  about  four 
feet  from  the  rails.  Certainly,  in  this  instance,  facial  perception  was 
more  accurate  tlian  sight.  When  the  lower  part  of  a fence  is  brick- 
work, and  the  upper  part  rails,  the  fact  can  be  detected,  and  the  line 
where  the  tw’o  meet  easily  perceived.  Irregularities  in  height  and  pro- 
jections, and  indentations  in  walls,  can  also  be  discovered.  The  utility 
of  this  sense  to  the  blind  who  walk  alone  is  too  obvious  to  need  com- 
ment; and  wo  shall,  tbereforo,  content  ourselves  with  having  merely 
alluded  to  the  subject.  That  persons  in  general  possess  the  sense  of 
‘facial  perception’  there  appears  no  good  reason  to  doubt;  but,  in  the 
case  of  the  sighted,  its  existence  is  unrecognized,  on  account  of  the  all- 
absorbing  claims  of  the  eye,  and  from  its  existence  being  of  a more 
secret  and  subtle  nature  than  that  of  the  other  senses.  That  mankind 
derive  some  benefit  frorci  it,  of  which  they  themselves  are  ignorant,  it 
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is  impossible  to  doubt.  Ho  who  considers  the  pleasurable  emotions  im- 
parted to  man  from  having  an  exhilarating  breeze  play  upon  his  face, 
can  never  doubt  that  there  is  some  conneetion  between  the  emotion  and 
the  existence  of  the  sense  above  described. 

“As  bearing  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
a remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  the  insectivorous  bats.  The 
eyes  of  this  species  of  quadruped  are  particularly  small,  hence  the  saying, 
‘blind  as  a bat.’  The  defect  of  vision  is,  however,  fully  compensated  by 
a wonderful  power  of  perception  analogous  of  that  faculty  in  man  which 
has  been  called  in  these  pages  ‘facial  perception.’ 

“Spallanzani  extracted  the  eyes  of  bats,  and  covered  the  empty  sockets 
with  leather.  Tot,  in  this  condition,  they  flew  around  his  room,  avoiding 
the  sides,  never  striking  against  anything,  and  flying  out  of  the  door, 
without  touching  the  door-case.  In  flying  through  a sewer  which  made 
a right-angle  they  turned  at  the  proper  point,  though  at  a distance  of 
two  feet  from  the  walls;  they  found  their  resting  place  on  a cornice, 
and  flew  through  threads  suspended  from  the  ceiling  without  touching 
them,  though  scarcely  further  apart  than  would  admit  their  extended 
wings;  and  they  avoided  all  obstacles  -with  equal  facility,  when  the 
whole  head  was  covered  with  varnish. 

“In  the  English  translation  of  Blumenbaoh,  it  is  stated  that  bats  pos- 
sess the  power  of  avoiding  any  obstacles,  even  though  the  ears,  eyes,  and 
nose  be  closed.  Hence  some  naturalists  have  ascribed  a sixth  sense  to 
these  animals.  Some  consider  this  sense  analogous  to  touch  ; but  it  is 
bard  to  see  why.  For  touch  perceives  by  contact;  but  it  is  the  essential 
peculiarity  of  this  sense,  that  it  perceives  without  contact.  Saying  that  it 
resembles  touch  seems  like  affirming  that  it  resembles  it,  because  it  is 
in  every  way  its  opposite.  All  that  is  above  stated  as  having  been  done 
by  bats  can  be  done  by  a highly  cultivated  blind  man — -walking,  of 
course,  taking  the  place  of  flying.” 

The  city  of  Louisville  once  had  among  its  citizens  a blind  man  who 
readily  took  all  the  works  of  a watch  apart,  ascertained  what  repairs 
were  needed,  successfully  made  the  repairs,  and  put  the  works  together 
avain.  The  President  of  this  Board  of  Trustees  has  seen  him  do  this 
work  on  several  occasions.  This  blind  man  was  one  of  the  early  pupils 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind.  He  is  now 
a successful  farmer  in  Oregon.  One  of  the  most  skillful  repairers  of 
watches  and  clocks,  especially  of  musical  clocks  and  watches,  in  England^ 
was  "William  Huntley,  a blind  man,  who  had  no  rooollcction  of  h.aving 
ever  seen  a ray  of  light;  and  the  oocurrences  wore  frequent,  that  whore 
others  failed  in  completely  repairing  a watch  or  clock,  Huntley  succeeded. 
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A blind  man  near  Camden  Town,  London,  was  for  many  years  remark- 
able as  a repairer  of  clocks  and  watches. 

When  opportunities  are  given  to  the  blind  for  attaining  excellcnco  in 
any  employment,  they  have  shown  great  capacity,  oven  in  works  of  art 
that  could  scarcely  have  boon  expected,  by  ordinary  observers,  to  bo 
within  the  compa.ss  of  the  powers  of  the  blind.  Air.  Levy  records,  that, 
toward  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Roger  de  Riles,  the  celebrated 
French  painter,  saw  a blind  man,  about  fifty  years  old,  in  Italy,  modeling 
in  the  Justinian  Palace,  in  wax,  a statue  of  Alinerva.  The  Duke  of 
Bracciano  doubted  the  blindne.ss  of  the  artist,  and  caused  him  to  work 
in  a cellar.  The  blind  artist  requested  permission  to  feel  the  features 
of  the  Duke,  and  executed  a capital  statue  of  the  Duke.  Upon  hearing 
remarks  made  that  the  Duke’s  face  was  so- covered  with  hair  that  it  was 
more  easy  to  perform  that  work  than  it  would  be  to  make  a likeness  of 
one  without  hair  on  the  face,  the  artist  requested  permission  to  ex- 
amine the  face  of  one  of  the  Duke’s  daughters.  Of  that  face  he  made 
an  exact  likeness.  Great  praise  has  been  given  to  a statue  of  Charles 
I of  England,  and  to  one  of  Pope  Urban  VI II,  e.xecuted  by  this  blind 
artist. 

M.  Barot,  of  Prance,  was  an  eminent  sculptor  before  he  lost  his  sight 
from  small-pox,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-five;  but  ho  continued  his  profession 
while  totally  blind,  and  these  latter  artistical  works  were  the  admiration 
of  the  French  Academy. 

Within  our  own  times,  Joseph  Kloinhans,  an  Austrian,  who,  at  the  ago 
of  five  years,  lost  his  sight  by  small-pox,  won  great  renown  as  a carver 
in  wood,  and  as  a sculptor.  Before  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  bo  made 
a life-size  figure  of  the  Saviour,  which  caused  so  much  surprise  and  com- 
mendation, that  his  friends  placed  him  under  the  instruction  of  Herr 
Eissl,  an  accomplished  artist,  and  in  the  studio  of  Herr  Hissl  he  attained 
great  perfection  as  a carver  and  modeler.  Ho  became  famous  throughout 
Germany.  His  works  wore  numerous  and  varied;  and  it  is  said  that  bo 
executed  more  than  four  hundred  statues  of  the  Saviour,  which  still  exist. 
One  of  his  chief  works  is  a bust  of  the  present  Emperor  of  Austria, 
which  commands  great  admiration,  and  is  now  at  Vienna.  Kloinhans 
died  in  1853,  two  months  after  completing  this  bust. 

John  Alotcalf  was  born  in  Yorkshire  in  1717.  At  the  ago  of  six  ho 
lost  his  sight  by  small-pox.  He  was  an  export  rider  on  horseback,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  swimmers  in  England.  Ho  was  often  employed  to 
find  property  sunk  in  the  river  Hid,  and  to  recover  the  bodies  of  drowned 
persons — achievements  of  great  difficulty,  because  of  the  cross-currents  in 
the  river.  Those  opposing  currents  carried  oven  light  articles  to  the 
bottom  of  the  river.  To  dive  to  the  depth  of  twenty-one  feet  among 
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these  cross-currents  was  one  of  Metcalf’s  special  exploits.  At  the  ago  of 
thirteen  ho  was  a skillful  performer  on  the  violin.  He  was  a musician  in 
the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  battle  of  Culloclcn.  He  was 
a successful  merchant  in  a large  variety  of  traffic,  and  established  and 
run  a line  of  stages  between  York  and  Knarcsborongh.  After  this  he 
distinguished  himself  as  a builder  of  fine  houses,  of  bridges  and  roads; 
and  many  of  his  works  still  exist  as  testimonials  of  his  eminent  abilities. 
He  occasionally  undertook,  and  siicoossfiilly  accomplished,  the  building  of 
roads  which  seeing  engineei's  declined  to  undertake,  liecause  of  what 
they  esteoraed  insuperable  difficulties.  Ho  discovered  quarries  of  rock, 
the  existence  of  which  was  imsiispeoted  until  he  discovered  them.  Going 
one  day  over  a piece  of  land  covered  with  grass,  he  told  his  workmen 
that  he  thought  a part  of  the  ground  was  different  from  that  alongside 
of  it  Ho  ordered  the  laborers  to  dig  for  rook  or  gravel  at  the  spot  he  in- 
dicated, and  they  soon  came  to  an  old  Soman  causeway,  which  supplied 
an  abundance  of  material  for  road-making.  On  another  occasion  he 
strongly  suspected  the  existence  of  stone  on  the  land  of  Sir  John  Eams- 
den,  and  wont  at  night  and  bored  through  the  earth  to  a fine  quarry;  and 
for  this  discovery  Sir  John  gave  him  the  use  of  the  quarry  free  of  ex- 
pense. Wo  cannot  enter  into  all  the  details  of  the  career  of  this  blind 
man,  but  must  content  ourselves  with  repeating  that  he  built  a number 
of  the  best  and  most  difficult  turnpike  roads  in  England,  some  of  the 
finest  bridges  for  turnpike  roads,  and  many  excellent  dwelling-houses ; 
and  he  never  failed  in  any  one  of  these  undertakings. 

Joseph  Strong,  born  near  Carlisle,  England,  lost  his  sight  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  Ho  became  a very  expert  mechanic.  He  manufactured  a num- 
ber of  organs  and  other  musical  instruments,  made  household  fiiriiilure, 
made  bis'own  boots,  and  built  a superior  loom  for  weaving  fine  cloth, 
plush,  and  damask,  which  was  very  siiocossfiilly  run. 

Thomas  Wilson,  of  Dumfries,  lost  his  sight  so  early  in  life  that  ho  did  not 
remember  that  ho  ever  saw  light.  He  was  an  expert  in  gardening  opera- 
tions, and  in  a hundred  rows  of  potatoes  was  able  to  find  his  owu  row 
and  gather  his  crop.  He  made  a lathe  for  himself,  and  became  one  of 
the  finest  turners  in  Scotland.  Ho  had  his  tools  so  arranged  that  he  was 
never  at  a loss  in  picking  up  the  right  tool  for  any  part  of  his  work  Ho 
sharpened  his  tools  without  aid.  In  making  faucets  and  pails  for  brew- 
ing, dishes,  potato-beetles,  tin-smiths'  mallets,  and  hucksters  stands,  ho 
was  unrivaled;  and  he  was  often  seen  purchasing  a plank  ten  foot  in 
length  on  the  sands,  raising  it  on  his  shoulder,  and  carrying  it  to  his  own 
house,  without  coming  in  contact  with  a single  object.  Ho  also  con- 
structed a portiiblo  brake  for  scutching  llax,  m-iuiiLod  it  on  a moo  little 
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carriiiffo,  and  transported  himself  and  machine  to  any  farm  house  tliat 
requireil  his  services. 

We  miglit  multiply  instances  of  this  kind;  but  wo  hold  that  these  are 
enough  to  satisfy  the  General  Assembly  that  a elass  of  people  who  need 
rceognition  in  tho  beneficenee  of  legislation,  and  who  have  shown  ea])ac- 
ity  for  being  trained  in  paths  of  excellence,  of  utility,  and  of  great  use- 
fulness, eannot  ]dead  in  vain.  Wo  have  been  limited  in  our  means  of 
training  tho  blind;  wo  earnestly  seek  a larger  sphere  of  usefulness  than 
we  have  ever  had  in  our  trusteeship  over  these  interesting  wards,  com- 
mitted to  our  care  by  tho  Representatives  of  the  people.  We  have  eai-e- 
fullj'  husbanded  the  means  placed  in  onr  hands,  ever  regarding  them  as 
so  sacred  in  their  object  as  to  require  our  highest  vigilance  and  tho  exer- 
cise of  our  best  judgment.  t)ur  utmost  care  has  ever  been  the  attainment 
of  tho  greatest  usefulness,  combined  with  tho  most  rigid  economy,  in  tho 
management  of  the  funds  for  the  blind  intrusted  to  our  guardianshij). 

The  invaluable  faculties  of  the  blind,  belonging  to  what  are  called  “tho 
unrecognized  senses,’’  instances  of  which  we  have  briefly  detailed,  should 
be  thoroughly  trained;  and,  as  an  essential  moans  to  this  end,  we  repeat, 
we  need  objects  or  models  for  imparting  instruction.  'Wc  cordially  and 
earnestly  join  tho  Director  of  tho  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  1‘Mucation 
of  the  Blind  in  beseeching  tho  Representatives  of  tho  Commonwealth  for 
an  ap])ropriation  of  live  hundred  dollars  for  tho  purchase  of  these  models 
or  objects,  and  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  introduction  of  tho 
Kiritcrgarten  instruction  into  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
If  the  law  of  God,  enunciated  in  Jvoviticus  xix  : 14,  proclaimed,  “ Thou 
shslt  not  put  a stumbling-block  before  the  blind,”  and  in  Deuteronomy, 
XVII;  18,  declared,  “Cursed  bo  ho  that  maketh  the  blind  to  wander  out 
of  his  way,”  surely  blessings  may  bo  reasonably  expected  by  those  who 
remove  stumbling-blocks  “ from  before  tho  blind,”  and  that  do  all  in  their 
power  to  secure  “tho  blind  from  wandering  out  of  his  w,ay.”  tVe  invoke 
the  Legislature  for  justice  and  beneficence  toward  the  blind  children  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

We  indulge  the  hope  that  tho  House  of  Itcpresentatives  will  pass  tho 
bill,  whicb  has  already  passed  tho  Senate,  to  empower  tho  Trustees  to 
extend  the  terms  of  study  beyond  that  at  pre.sent  allotted  by  law  to  such 
jiupils  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  tho  Trustees,  show  a capacity  for  addi- 
tional improvement  in  educational  powers.  It  is  a hard  duty  to  turn  blind 
pupils  from  the  school  just  at  tho  time  they  are  properly  equipping  them- 
selves fora  successful  career,  Tho  oceasions  for  tho  exercise,  on  tho  ]iart 
of  the  Trustees,  of  tho  judgment  asked  for  are  not  numerous;  but  when 
they  occur  wo  should  bo  pleased  to  have  tho  privilege  of  keeping  tho 
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doors  of  the  Institution  open  to  such  pupils  as  we  have  described,  and 
for  the  period  of  extension  provided  for  in  the  Senate  bill. 

The  Trustees  take  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  liberality  and 
kindness  of  the  city  authorities  toward  the  pupils  of  the  School  for  the 
Blind.  In  going  into  the  city,  and  in  returning  from  it  to  the  Institutioni 
the  pupils  were  compelled  to  cross  Beargrass  creek  by  the  narrow  road- 
bed of  a bridge  used  in  common  by  foot-passengers,  almost  a constant 
stream  of  vehicles,  and  droves  of  various  kinds  of  stock.  In  winter  the 
road-bed  of  the  bridge  was  a reservoir  of  mud,  washed  down  from  the 
hills  on  each  side  of  the  bridge.  Upon  an  appeal,  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
school,  to  Messrs.  Daniel  P.  Eoberts,  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward;  Daniel 
Spalding,  of  the  Common  Council ; and  Thomas  P.  Shanks,  City  Engineer, 
a substantial  and  well-secured  wooden  bridge  was  constructed  outside  of 
the  stone  bridge,  by  which  the  blind  are  secured  from  dauger,  mud,  and 
other  annoyances  in  crossing  the  creek.  We  also  owe  our  thanks  to  Drs. 
D.  S.  Eeynolds  and  Samuel  Garvin  for  their  skillful  aid  to  the  Institution, 
in  the  use  of  the  opthalmosoope  with  some  of  the  pupils. 

The  thanks  of  the  Trustees  are  also  cordially  rendered  to  the  Hon. 
Boyd  Winchester,  M.  C.,  for  numerous  favors  to  the  Institution,  in  fur- 
nishing flower  seed  and  excellent  varieties  of  seed  for  culinary  purposes, 
the  latter  of  which  aided  us  very  materially  in  the  economic  management 
of  the  Institution.  We  are  also  indebted  to  him  for  a box  of  very  valua- 
ble and  beautiful  plants  from  the  national  Garden  at  Washington  City. 
To  Mr.  Hills,  a florist  at  Areola,  Louisiana,  father  of  an  excellent  female 
pupil  and  graduate  of  this  school,  we  owe  our  thanks  for  a box  of  South- 
ern plants,  consisting  of  palms  and  oaladiums.  These,  with  the  plants 
furnished  by  Mr.  Winchester,  greatly  embellished  the  grounds  last  year 
with  their  varied  beauty,  which  embellishmeut  will  be  largely  increased 
in  future  seasons. 

Wo  herewith  present  the  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Kentucky  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  with  our  cordial  indorsement.  The  Treasurer’s  Re- 
port will  bo  submitted  as  soon  as  he  receives  all  the  bills  necessary  for  a 
complete  report. 

T.  S.  BELL, 

JAMES  HARRISOH, 

THO.  B.  BRAMLETTB, 
WM.  KENDRICK, 
ALFRED  T.  PC  EE, 

J.  G.  BARRET, 

H.  J.  STITES. 


DIRECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  A merciful  Providence  has  vouchsafed  to  the  pupils  in 
your  Institution  an  unusual  freedom  from  sickness  during  the  past  year; 
but  a single  instance  of  serious  disease  has  occurred.  Martha  Williams, 
of  Meade  county,  was  prostrated  earlj  in  the  year  with  inflammatory 
rheumatism,  from  which  she  had  ofter  suffered,  and  which  had  brought 
upon  her  a chronic  disease  of  the  heart;  and,  after  a lingering  illness 
of  several  weeks,  she  died  March  23d,  the  day  that  completed  her  six- 
teenth year.  Her  amiable  disposition  and  gentle  character  had  won  tho 
love  of  her  teachers  and  school-mates;  and  her  remains  were  deposited 
in  the  Cemetery,  in  the  lot  belonging  to  tho  Institution,  with  all  possible 
love  and  tenderness.  A wreath  of  never-fading  flowers  that  tho  President 
of  tho  Board,  with  a thoughtful  affection  that  never  wearies,  had  brought 
out  himself,  late  at  night,  to  place  upon  tho  cofHn,  was  forwarded  to  the 
bereaved  parents.  Several  of  the  Trustees  attended  the  funeral,  and  all 
was  done  that  the  most  tender  affection  could  prompt. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  tho  Institution  December  31st,  1871,  was 
forty;  on  December,  31et,  1872,  the  number  was  forty-eight. 

During  the  year  fifty-five  children  have  received  instruction  in  tho 
Institution,  whoso  names  are  as  follows  : 

Lillie  Armstrong, Nicholasville. 

Laura  Grace  Bean,  . - . . Mount  Sterling. 

Alice  Bradley,  .....  Louisville. 

Nannie  Peak  Brown,  - - - Warsaw. 

Percy  Boullomet,  ....  New  Orleans,  La. 

Mary  Cavanaugh,  ....  Louisville. 

*John  Cheap, New  Albany,  Ind. 

William  Clark, Louisville. 

Nancy  Cox, East  Texas. 

Eichard  Cox, East  Texas. 

Willis  Daffern, Monticello. 

Frank  Dollins, Glasgow. 

John  M.  Ernst, Louisville. 

Ada  Etheridge, Louisville. 

Jane  B.  Fitzpatrick,  ....  Cavorna. 
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Algernon  Plournoy,  - - - - Paducah. 

Charles  Prederiok,  - - - - Louisville. 

Mary  B.  Gallagher,  . - - - Louisville. 

Josephus  Gallon,  ...  - Grayson  counly. 

Teresa  Gallon, Grayson  counly. 

Bichard  J.  llarabielon,  - - - Ashland. 


Joseph  William  Heiser, 
AnnaC.  Homire,  - 
Anna  C.  Huss,  . - - 

Johanna  Kearns,  - 
Anna  Bell  Kendall, 

Ellon  Kenney, 

Mary  K.  McCoun, 

'i=Edward  B.  Marlin, 

Bichard  Meade, 

Thomas  Meddis, 

George  M.  Miller, 

Louisa  Monohan,  - 
Emma  Moorman, 

Pamela  Palienoe  Morehead, 
Noah  Barlimeus  Morehead, 
James  E.  Murray, 

Benj.  II.  Myers, 

William  C.  Parker, 

Alice  Parsons,  - 
Nancy  Porler, 

Elizabelh  Purdy, 

Helen  May  Purnell, 

Mary  E.  Rogers, 

Georgia  Sale, 

Elizabelh  Schaffer, 
Elizabelh  B.Shoels, 

Jas.  II.  Shacklell, 
Erederick  Telkamracr, 
John  n.  Vernon, 

Mary  Alice  Walker, 

James  M.  Weal, 
f Marlha  Williams, 

James  Whitly,  - 
W.  J.  Winfrey, 

Ola  Wood,  - 
•Absent  without  leave. 


Newyjorl. 

- Louisville. 

Eayelle  counly. 

- Jefferson  counly. 
Jefferson  counly. 

- Louisville. 
Lexinglon. 

- Boone  counly. 
Cannonsburg. 

- Jefferson  counly. 
Hawesville. 

- Louisville. 

Hardin  counly. 

- Websler  counly. 
Websler  counly. 

- Newport 
Nicholas  county. 

- Louisville. 
Louisville. 

- Pendleton  county. 
Daviess  county. 

- Maysville,  Ky. 
Lexington. 

- Louisville. 
Louisville. 

. Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 

- Louisville. 
Elizabethtown. 

- Louisville. 
Christian  county. 

- Meade  counly. 
Louisville. 

- Columbia. 
Jefferson  county. 

Dead. 
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'I'ho  pupils  have  manifested  commendable  interest  in  their  studios,  and 
their  musical,  meclianieal,  and  literary  pursuits  have  been  carefully  at- 
tended to. 

The  girls  are  taught  sewing,  knitting,  and  crotchet  work;  and,  by 
means  of  pasteboard  patterns,  some  have  learned  to  cut  out  simitlo 
articles  of  dress.  Several  of  the  girls,  who  are  totally  blind,  have  be- 
come skillful  operators  upon  the  sewing  machine,  and  these  have  learned 
its  use  upon  the  Wilcox  & Gibbs’  Sowing  Machine,  which,  from  its  sim- 
plicity of  construction,  seems  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  use  of  beginners. 
A simple  -change  in  the  American  Machine,  suggested  by  Mr.  Avard, 
the  agent  in  this  city,  has  much  improved  that  machine  for  the  use  of 
our  pupils.  Many  of  the  girls  thread  the  needle  of  the  machine,  and  the 
ordinary  hand-needle,  without  aid;  but  those  whose  sense  of  touch  is 
less  delicate  have  found  no  difficulty  in  threading  their  needles  by  the 
use  of  the  fine  silver-plated  wire  that  is  found  wrapped  around  the  G 
string  of  a violin;  when  the  cud  of  the  string  is  cut  off,  the  wire  readily 
untwists.  The  unwrapped  wire,  which  is  far  superior,  can  be  obtained 
from  C.  A.  Zoebiseh  & Sons,  No.  4G  Maiden  Lane,  Now  York. 

No  other  mechanical  employment  has  been  found  for  the  boys  but  up- 
holstery work,  and  caning  chairs  with  the  solid  and  the  open-work  seals, 
and  broom-making.  In  all  of  these  branches  the  progress  of  the  boys  has 
been  good;  and  it  is  a satisfaction  to  know  that  a number  of  blind  boy.s 
have  left  the  Institution  with  a knowledge  and  skill  obtained  within  its 
walls  that  have  enabled  them  to  maintain  themselves  in  the  world  credit- 
ably and  well. 

In  the  literary  department,  while  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
in  those  branches  in  which  memory  is  the  chief  faculty  of  the  mind  em- 
ployed, there  has  not  been  much  done  where  original  thought  is  required. 

The  power  of  abstract  reasoning  is  very  hard  for  children  to  acquire; 
and  the  mind  should  be  carefully  trained  from  the  first,  and  gradually  be 
led  for-ward  slowly  and  cautiously  from  the  simplest  facts  that  the  child 
knows  to  higher  and  still  higher  grounds.  From  the  known  to  the  un- 
known, from  the  simple  to  the  compound,  from  the  concrete  to  the  ab- 
stract, is  the  natural  road  to  knowledge.  If,  in  schools  for  the  seeing, 
object-teaching,  by  which  the  observing  powei-s  of  the  child  are  culti- 
vated, is  justly  deemed  important,  much  more  important  is  it  that  the 
mind  of  the  blind  child  should  be  developed  by  systematically  placing 
within  its  reach  things  that  may  bo  handled  and  will  give  clear  ideas  of 
surrounding  objects;  for,  with  seeing  children,  only  heedlessness  is  to  bo 
overcome;  but  with  the  blind,  opportunities  must  bo  made  for  bringing 
to  their  knowledge  what  other  children  become  familiar  with  without 
conscious  effort. 
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There  has  already  been  wisely  provided  for  the  Institution  a most  com- 
plete set  of  wall  maps  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  and  some  excel- 
lent dissected  maps  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  pleasant  to  see  how 
readily  the  children  become  familiar  with  this  apparatus.  It  is  possible 
to  obtain  tangible  apparatus  in  other  branches  besides  that  of  geography, 
and  that  is  quite  as  well  suited  to  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  as  dissected 
maps. 

The  models  manufactured  in  Paris  by  M.  Aazoux  represent  many 
things  in  natural  history  that  can  be  presented  to  the  conception  of  the 
blind  in  no  other  way.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  a model  of  the 
eye,  showing  every  part  of  its  delicate  mechanism,  magnified  twenty-five 
times,  and  constructed  in  so  substantial  a manner  that  every  portion  can 
be  examined  by  the  touch  without  injury;  a model  of  the  ear  of  similar 
size  and  construction  ; and  a model  of  the  organs  of  speech ; also  models 
of  the  honeycomb,  of  various  flowers  and  seeds,  showing  the  interior  con- 
struction with  wonderful  fidelity  to  nature.  A set  of  thirty-nine  models 
for  the  explanation  of  the  principal  functions  in  the  animal  kingdom,  in 
mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  fishes,  mollusks,  insects,  and  radiates,  showing 
the  digestive,  circulatory,  and  respiratory  organs,  can  bs  purchased  for 
about  three  hundred  dollars.  Catalogues  of  the  entire  collection  can  be 
obtained  from  F.  G.  Lemercier,  M.  D.,  Ko.  49,  Eue  Mr.  le  Prince,  Paris, 
France. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  purchase  of  a liberal  supply  of  these  models 
would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  school,  and  would  give  the  pupils 
ideas  of  the  great  truths  of  ci*eation,  that  would  be  far  more  complete 
and  real  than  any  obtained  from  mere  description. 

Foi  the  same  reason,  a teacher,  well  trained  in  the  .Kintergarten  cul- 
tuio,  might  be  employed  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  younger  children  j 
and  if  the  means  of  the  Institution  will  justify  it,  an  adaptation  of  this 
system  of  training,  that  has  been  found  so  efficacious  with  very  young 
seeing  children,  should  certainly  bo  tried  with  the  blind. 

During  the  last  year  some  much  needed  roads  and  walks,  that  were 
actually  essential  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution,  wore 
laid  out  and  completed  j and  two  necessary  out-buildings  have  taken  the 
place  of  some  that  have  long  been  discreditable  to  the  Institution;  but 
have  boon  tolerated  by  the  Trustees  in  a spirit  of  careful  economy.  The 
extensive  and  beautiful  grounds,  that  the  wise  generosity  of  the  State 
lias  secured  for  this  Institution,  constantly  call  for  an  outlay  of  money 
to  secure  for  the  blind  wards  of  the  State  a more  complete  enjoyment 
of  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place.  But  there  are  things  far  more  es- 
sential to  the  welfare  of  tho  children  than  gravel  walks,  winding  delight- 
fully around  tho  shady  dolls  that  so  beautify  those  grounds.  First  and 
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foremost  iimoii/'  these,  beside  whicli  all  otlier  wants  are  iiisiirni (leant,  is  a 
proper  mode  of  lieatinij  and  liirhling  the  building.  Tiie  introduction  of 
steam  and  gas  would  remove  the  danger  of  (ire,  that  con.stanily  tlirealen.s 
the  destruction  of  the  building  from  the  stoves  and  coal-oil  lamps  that 
have  to  boused  in  heating  and  lighting  the  building  under  the  present 
arrangements.  Should  a (ire  break  out  in  either  wing,  and  once  gain  ac- 
cess to  the  st.airway  of  this  lotty  building,  the  blind  children  would  find 
it  impossible  to  escape  from  the  rooms  they  occupy  in  its  (ourth  and  fifth 
stories.  It  has.  always  been  evident  that  the  Legislature  of  Iventuckv 
has  desired  that  the  institulion.s  of  the  State  should  be  second  to  none  in 
the  Union  in  perfection  of  plan  and  com|)letcness  of  detail,  and  for  that 
reason  this  frank  allusion  is  made  to  what  is  still  lacking  t.)  make  the 
Kentuckj'  In.stitution  for  the  Blind  approach  nearer  to  the  character  its 
friends  wish  it  to  hold. 

The  promises  of  groat  improvements  in  resjioet  to  printing  for  the 
blind,  that  were  hold  out  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Buggies,  of  Boston,  and  alluded  to 
very  fully  in  the  last  report  of  this  Jnstitution.  have  not  as  yet  been 
realized.  At  the  mooting  of  the  Association  of  Kducators  of  the  Blind, 
in  Boston,  last  August,  the  sobject  was  taken  up,  and  a committee  ap- 
])ointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  P.uggles.  That  committee  has  not  us  yet 
reported;  but  it  is  to  bo  ho])od  that  no  unworthy  motives  will  bo  allowed 
to  warp  or  dampen  bonefieont  purposes. 

Little  of  general  interest  occurred  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association. 
The  negative  character  of  its  deliberations  was  its  sole  important  feature; 
and  the  wise  conservatism  of  its  members  prevented  them  from  reeono 
nionding  the  adoption  of  any  system  whose  rigid  structure  might  prevent 
future  growth. 

The  thanks  of  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  are  cordially  tendered 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Courior-Journal,  and  the  Louisville  Commercial, 
and  Dwight’s  Journal  of  Music,  for  the  regular  issues  of  their  jiapers 
(which  are  systematically  read  to  the  children),  and  to  the  two  first 
named  jjapers  for  the  free  use  of  their  columns  in  communicating  the 
wants  of  the  Institution  to  the  public. 

-\.ll  of  which  is  respectfully  subraiited. 

B.  B.  IIU^'TOON, 

Director  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  KJucation  of  the  Blind. 
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AD.MISSIOK  OF  PUPILS. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  operation 
thirty  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the  instruction 
of  those  children  and  youth  who  ai'e  blind,  and  for  those  %vhose  sight  is 
so  imperfect  that  thej'  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such  children,  of  suitable 
age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Institution,  which  is  a State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  seeing  pupils. 
The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable  them  to  support 
themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institution.  The  girls  are 
taught  to  use  sowing  machines,  and  to  do  v.arious  kinds  of  fancy  work. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  othei"  branches  of  learn- 
ing. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind  children 
and  youth  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber, and  terminates  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  but  new 
pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send  the 
name,  ago,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  B.  B.  Huntoon, 
Pirootor,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  will  cheerfully  communicate  any  necessary 
information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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1873. 


Louisvillk,  Kentucky,  November  ITtli,  1873. 

To  Ihs  LxceUency,  P.  II.  Ijeki.ie, 

„ cf  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 

lIoNouEr.  Sir:  I„  obedience  to  tl.o  act  of  tl.e  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  Educating  the  Blind,  at  a meeting  held  this 
afternoon,  I transmit  the  Annual  Uoport  of  the  Institution.  The  Treas- 
urer, John  G.  Barret,  Esq.,  is,  on  account  of  ill-health,  absent  from  the 
city,  on  a visit  to  Illinois;  but,  as  ho  makes  his  reports  to  you  quarterly 
It  may  not  bo  important  that  his  report  shall  aceompany  this. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfully, 

T.  S.  BELL, 

President  of  the.  Board  of  Convnissioners  of  the 

Kentucky  Asylum  for  Educating  the  Blind. 


Ol^HCEIlS  AND  TEACHERS  OF  THE  KENTUUKV  VSVATTM 
I'-OU  Tllb]  EDUCATION  OF  TJIE  BUND. 


HUPKBl.NTI.NDENT. 

J5.  15.  IIUNTOOX. 

STEWaKIE 

K.  J.  VAUOJIA.V,  AI.  I). 

JIATRON. 

Mr.s.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEAniEll. 

•Miss  CLARA  AJATTIXGLV. 
teaciieh. 

Miss  FANXIR  ROWELL. 

TEACHER. 

Miss  JULIA  rUJiXELL. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC. 

WILIHAAI  PLATO. 

TE.VCHER  OP  H.\.\I1[CRAFT. 

DAY  I D LASCH. 

SEA.MSTRESS. 
iMi.ss  BRTTIE  RRLF. 

IMI  VSICIA.N. 

T.  S.  RRLL,  M.  J). 

A.SSISTA.NT  l'UI‘11,8. 

ALICR  WALKFR, 

LOUISA  .MOXOII.VN, 
CllARl.KS  FRKDKRICK 


UErOKT  OF  THE  ROAKI)  OF  OOMMISSIONEIiS. 


To  His  Excellency,  I’.  IL  Lksi.ik, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  : 

'I'lie  Coniinissioners  of  the  Kontnckv  Asyliitn  for  Ediieatiiii;'  tlic  Elind, 
rospocafiill}-  submit  the  ro|)ort  of  the  tliirt3-  fir.st  session  of  the  school. 
We  arc  ''ratifioil  in  heinsf  al)lo  to  hoar  tosliinonj'  to  tlio  continued  jiros- 
))erity  of  the  Institution.  The  pupihs  have  irenorall}'  shown  more  in- 
terest in  their  studies  durint'  the  present  term  than  in  an}'  previous 
vear  of  the  scliool.  'flic  8uporintoncIont  has  secured  an  oxcellont  cori)S 
of  teacliers,  who,  wilh  liis  own  iTidefatIgable  labors  in  su|)ervision  of  every 
field  of  instruction  and  iuiiirovcment  foi-  the  pupils,  have  incited  the 
scholars  to  very  earnest  attention  to  the  moans  furnished  by  the  (/'om- 
monwealth  for  securing  the  welfare  of  the  blind  children  of  the  .State. 
We  have  watched  the  progress  of  the  pu])ils  with  great  care  and  with 
satisfaction. 

We  cannot  s|>ealc  in  too  strong  terms  of  our  gratification  in  the  devo- 
tion of  .Mr.  fluntoon  to  his  labors  in  the  management  of  the  Blind  School. 
With  rare  (lualifications  as  a scholar  atid  teacher,  he  combines  groat  in- 
dustrvand  energy  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  belonging  to  his 
office.  J'uritig  last  vacation,  instead  of  enjoying  that  rest  and  recreation 
given  to  the  ]iu|)ils  and  teachers,  ho  industriously  engaged  himself  in 
the  construction  of  two  maps  of  physical  geography  for  the  blind,  and 
by  his  skillful  use  of  fine  saws  and  carving  tools  produced  two  invaluable 
maps  for  the  Kentucky  School  that  are  far  superior  to  anything  of  the 
kind  in  any  blind  school.  Indeed,  they  are  the  only  maps  of  their  kind 
in  existence.  As  means  of  instructioti,  tliey  are  invaluable.  By  their 
use,  the  blind  can  be  taught  physical  geography  as  easily  as  seeing 
pupils;  and  this  is  the  only  kind  of  geograjihy  that  is  worth  studying. 
We  <loubt  whether  these  maps  could  have  been  made  under  a cost  of 
less  than  three  or  four  hundred  dollars,  and  we  have  no  idea  where  we 
could  have  hail  them  constructed.  'Fho  cost  of  them  was  a mere  trifle. 
In  all  labors  for  ])romoting  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  and  in  improving 
their  jihysical  condition,  wo  feel  that,  in  .Mr.  lluijtoon,  wo  have  secured 
for  the  Kentucky  Institution  all  the  nualities  of  a .Suj)erintendent  that 
are  desirable. 

Under  an  act  of  the  liOgislature,  at  the  recent  session,  eight  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  jmrpose  of  heating  the  edifice  of  the 
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Blind  Seliool.  In  onlc-  to  be  p.-oiiorly  ready  for  this  iniproronient  Mr 
I nntoon  prepared  nieusurenuinU.and  drawings,  giving  the  cubic  spaces 
of  walls  and  lights  for  all  the  rooms  and  halls  of  the  buildiii;.,  whirdi 
were  submiLled  to  all  the  persons  who  nnderiooU-  to  make  bid.s  for  the 
woidc.  The  entire  charge  of  tl.e  work  was  given  to  a eoinniittee.  con- 
Sisting  of  Captain  Z M.  Sherloy.  and  Mossr.s.  Gavin  Cochran,  and  Win 
Kendrick.  The.so  gentlemen  obtained  bids  from  several  establishments 
which  were  snbmitterl  to  the  Commissioriors.  Thi.s  board  were  convinced 
that  while  the  bid  of  Miles  Greenwood  & Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  was  the 
lowest,  it  was  also  the  mo.st  satisfactory,  and  in.slriictions  were’  -dven  to 
the  cominiUeo  to  contract  with  Greenwood  & Co.  The  work  has'been  .so 
far  completed,  and  an.swers  the  purpose  thus  far  so  perfeetiv  that  wc 
liope  we  may  not  find  it  necessary  to  make  any  addition.,  to' it  That 
can  be  determined  only  by  the  experience  of  the  coming  winter. 

^ By  an  examination  of  the  statements  of  the  jiapers  marked  A,  B,  and 
C,  It  will  bo  seen  that  the  expenditures  for  healing  the  building, ’an’d  for 
the  improvement  of  the  water  facilities  of  the  edifice,  by  whicir’security 
agaiiKSt  tiro  i,s  amply  provided,  and  great  comforts  for  the  inmates  are 
given,  are  less  than  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  General  A.ssenibly  for 
the  ]iurpo.sc.^  Of  this  great  improvement  we  could  scareely  speak  too 
sli-ongly.  Wo  now  have  a semse  of  safety  against  fire  that  we  have  never 
known  before.  The  heat  of  the  building  is  of  an  exeellent  kind,  eomhin- 
iiig  comfort  and  hoaltli  for  the  inmate.,.  K’o  elas.,  of  children  need  exer- 
cise more  than  the  blind.  There  are  few  of  them  who  have  not  smno 
conslitiitional  dofeels  that  may  be  improved  or  removed  by  wcll  regiilated 
exercise,  Jii  addition  to  all  the  other  advantage.,  of  healiriv  the  I'lr-m 
halls  of  the  hiiilding  i.s  this  great  oi,o-iii  the  dreariest  and  cmldest  days 
ol  winter  the  children  can  now  take  exercise  as  fully  and  coiniorlahl y 
us  in  the  open  uir  in  May  or  June. 

The  boilers  are  iieaily  perfectly  fitted  fur  their  work.  In  order  to 
secure  them  fur  working  satisfactorily,  and  to  prevent  them  Irum  burning 
becuise  of  sediment  in  lliem,  we  hud  to  dig  a deep  sewer,  iiiiieh  of  it 
eleven  feet  in  deplli,  a ],ortioii  „f  it  throiigh  the  walls  of  the  hiiilding, 
for  carrying  oir  water  In, in  the  boilers  and  lor  the  use  ol  lilow  all  valves.’ 

J his  sewer,  over  two  hiiiidreii  feel  in  Iciiglli,  is  of  iron,  made  of  old  pijie 
belonging  to  the  1 iislitntion.  The  drainage  is  very  perleet.  The  entire 
work  cost  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixlvoiio  dollars  and  forty- 
seven  cents.  ^ This  leaves  in  the  hands  of  the  Coiiiini.ssioiiers  one  tliou.sand 
and  lliirty  eight  dollars  fifty  three  eents  with  wliieli  to  finish  .some  lior- 
lions  of  the  work  and  to  supply  any  deficiencie.,  ol  liealiiig  jiowor  that 
winter  may  develop.  Thus  fiir  the  apparatus  works  |)erfeetly  to  our  s:i|. 
isfaction.  The  work  has  been  executed  with  skill  und  integrity,  and  is 
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Alultli'ss  in  its  opcralions  as  far  as  coniplctod.  It  is  duo  to  <'a]>tain  Z.  .M. 
Sliorley,  cliaii'inan  of  tlio  c'()intniU.oo  on  llio  lioatinj^  aiTaiif'cinents,  to  say 
Hint  inuoli  of  llie  saving  to  llio  CoininonweaHti  was  cffootod  tliroiigli  his 
constant  siiporvision  of  evcrytliing  about  tho  work,  and  liis  ainpio  knowl- 
edge of  tlio  whole  subjeet.  Through  oar  contidcnce  in  the  eonunittee,  we 
wore  enabled  to  disjjense  with  the  einploynient  of  an  architect  for  this 
work. 

l•hKh  one  of  the  bdls  i-oferred  to  in  the  papei-s  of  the  coinniittce  is 
itemized,  and  voiudiers  for  every  cent  of  the  expenditiire.s  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  this  JToard  and  are  in  tho  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IJoard 
of  Coniinissioners. 

AVe  have  not  niailean}-  use  of  the  appropriation  for  introducing  illumin- 
ating gas  into  tho  building.  There  i.i  strong  pnjbability  that  the  road- 
bed in  front  of  the  Institution  will  I c considcrahly  lowered,  and  we  feel 
that  it  is  advisable  to  wait  until  that  improvement  is  intnlc.  In  tho  report 
of  the  Su])erintendent  of  the  school  reference  is  made  to  the  approjiria- 
tion  for  the  purchase  of  models  of  various  objects  for  instructing  the  blind 
juipils.  Wo  iire  in  dail}’  e.xj)octation  of  the  arrival  of  the  articles,  jiur- 
chased  by  I’rofessor  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  in  Paris,  lie  is  in  that  city 
now,  anrl  is  not  c.xpcctod  to  reai  h home  until  some  time  in  Decetnher. 

l>r.  J.  Kna|ip,  of  this  city,  has  presented  to  the  Institution  an  e.xcel- 
lenl  collection  of  fossils  of  the  early  life  of  the  globe.  The}'  were  selected 
with  reference  to  the  feeling  powers  of  tho  i)upils.  The  blind  children 
can  learn  the  forms  and  history  of  these  corals  as  well  a.s  seeing  children 
can,  and  they  take  a lively  interest  in  everything  of  the  kind.  Xo  one 
can  watch  the  o])erations  of  ti  School  for  the  Blind  without  recognizing 
the  fact  that,  as  far  a.s  jiossihlo,  the}'  should  he  tiiught  all  that  is  known 
to  be  useful  to  pu])ils  who  can  see.  In  our  report  to  the  Legislature  last 
year,  we  gave  numerous  instances  of  successful  achievements  by  tho 
blinil  in  a variety  of  fields  of  art  tind  of  business.  Among  these  in- 
stances were  cases  in  the  history  of  tho  pupils  of  the  Iventucky  School 
for  the  Blind.  A number  of  these  pupils,  who  are  making  a good  liveli- 
hood by  mechanical  emiiloymenl,  are  well  known  to  us.  'I’lio  following 
record  will  serve  its  a specimen  : A pupil  of  tho  Iventui-ky  School,  named 
(ieo.  W.  Hughes,  of  Big  S()ring,  .Meade  county,  ad<lress<‘d  a letter  to  Hr. 
Las(di,  tho  excellent  teacher  of  handicraft  in  the  Blind  School,  informing 
him  of  the  business  ho  had  secured.  Ho  had  |)rocured  aspring  wagon, 
and  hired  a boy  for  a driver,  by  which  means  he  hunted  and  found  work 
at  mattress  making.  He  had  accinnulatcd  tho  sum  of  ?r)llll,  his  own 
cartiings,  atid  ho  frequently  makes  fifty  dollars  a weid<.  He  hopes  soon 
to  be  able  to  have  enough  to  enable  him  to  open  a shop  in  a town  ho  had 
selected. 
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This  is  one  oxarnplo  among  many  similar  instances  reported  to  us. 
Those  aro  the  results  of  that  wise  care  manifested  by  the  authorities  of 
KcntucUy  in  providing  means  by  which  these  unfortunates  may  be  made 
useful  to  themselves  and  others;  by  which  they  are  lifted  from  a mere 
vegetable  life  into  the  adornments  and  utilities  of  a useful  manhood.  Tlie 
failure  to  recognize  the  claims  of  this  unfortunate  class,  which  consigns 
them  to  neglect  or  indifference,  would  inflict  a stigma  upon  civilization, 
which  wo  rejoice  to  know  does  not  lie  at  the  door  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentticlcy.  Inspired  by  tlio  enlightened  philanthropy  thus  c.xcrciscd 
by  the  authorities  of  the- State,  we  have  earnestly  and  persistently  labored 
to  make  the  Kentucky  Scho'ol  for  tlie  Blind  equal  in  all  the  elements  of 
usefulness  to  any  other  school  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  We  have  abund- 
ant evidence  to  show'  that  w'e  have  not  fallen  far  short  of  the  fulfillment  of 
tliese  desires. 

Wo  have  referred  to  the  blind  teacher  of  handicraft.  Dr.  Lasch ; justice 
to  his  eminent  usefulness  requires  that  wc  shall  saj-  something  more  than 
wohavesaidof  his  merits.  He  has  charge  of  the  mechanical  department, 
and  ho  has  managed  it,  as  usual,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  older  male 
pujiils,  who  have  had,  during  the  last  year,  special  opportunities  in  up- 
holstery work  that  they  have  appreciated.  Dr.  Lasch,  the  teacher  of  this 
department,  is  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  advance  the  pupils  under  liini, 
and,  being  blind  himself,  understands  the  difliculties  to  bo  overcome  by 
thc  blind  pupil;  while,  at  the  same  time,  through  his  energ}' and  indus- 
try, his  example  is  an  incentive  to  persistent  effort  on  theparlof  his 
pupils. 

In  addition  to  the  literary  enjoyments  secured  to  the  blind  children  of 
the  Commonw’oalth,  and  to  which  they  are  as  much  entitled  as  any  of  the 
children  of  the  .State,  we  take  much  interest  in  teaching  all  that  can  bo 
induced  to  ap])ly  themselves  the  best  methods  within  nur  power  for  mas- 
tering music  and  handicrafts  by  which  they  may  support  themselves  and 
become  useful  members  of  society.  While  our  success  in  these  ohjects 
has  not  been  all  that  wo  desire,  we  have  met  with  a great  many  satisfac- 
tory results.  The  removal  of  any  cla.ss  of  persons  from  the  pauper  lists 
of  the  State,  and  their  conversion  into  useful  ]iroducers,  is  a groat  gain  to 
the  Commonwealth.  Wo  have  done  this  in  numerous  instances,  ami  if  we 
could  carry  the  blessings  of  the  trainijig  of  the  Blind  School  of  Kentucky 
into  the  minds  of  all  the  blind  children  of  the  State  who  need  them,  wo 
should  have  a high  degree  of  sal isfactior)  in  the  discharge  of  the  onerous 
duties  wo  ])crform  for  the  people  of  Kentucky;  but  wo  regret  to  knew 
that  there  aro  numhors  of  blind  children  in  the  State  to  whom  the  school 
is  almost  perfectly  inaccessible.  We  have  given  a great  deal  of  annual 
labor  in  elforts  to  awaken  among  the  jiaronts  or  friends  of  the  children  a 
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rcco<;nition  of  tlio  iH'iicfiecnc.o  of  the  Ootninoinvoivlth  toward  them.  If  wc 
coulii  feather  into  the  sehool  all  the  hlind  children  who  need  its  lienefits, 
while  the  enlartjtemont  ot  its  ii.sefiilness  would  ho  great,  the  ratio  of  ex- 
pense would  ho  lessetmd.  We  could  ea.sily  instruct  one  hundred  pupils 
without  niahing  an}'  material  a])proach  to  doubling  tho  expense  inciilent 
to  educating  filt}-.  After  havitig  exhausted  all  our  efforts  in  endeavoring 
to  increase  tho  number  of  pu|dls,  wo  again  invoke  the  liCgislaturo  to 
assist  us  in  this  needed  work.  jMatu’  of  tho  ]>u[)ils  are  too  poor  to  pay 
traveling  expenses  for  themselves  an  I for  companions  to  take  care  of 
them  during  the  journey.  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  a bill 
passed  the  Senate  providing  for  tho  jiayment  of  mileage  for  children  \iii- 
ablo  to  pay  traveling  expenses  to  the  sehool;  tho  bill  was  thorough  I}-  ju-o- 
vided  against  frauds;  it  required  proof  to  be  taken  by  the  pre.siding 
judge  of  the  county  in  which  the  aj)plicant  has  residence,  and  uj)on  tho 
certificate  of  tho  judge  to  tho  Treasurer  of  this  school,  our  otiiccr  pays 
the  mileage,  the  amount  of  whicii  is  expressed  in  tho  bill.  This  hill  was 
never  acted  upon  by  tho  House,  and  for  this  reason  tho  Hlind  School  has 
failed  to  derive  any  increase  of  ])U])ils  from  this  needed  aid  to  the  Institu- 
tion. We  earnestly  invoke  tho  attention  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives 
to  this  important  utilitj'  for  tho  bliml  children  of  tho  Commonwealth. 

Another  important  feature  of  the  blind  school  training  is  seen  in  tho 
great  improvement  of  the  constitutional  health  of  tho  children.  Tho 
majority  of  them  enter  tho  school  with  feeble  vital  forces  from  impover- 
ished blood.  A long  course  of  observation  and  experience  in  this  field, 
on  the  part  of  some  of  tho  members  of  this  Board  of  Commissioners, 
enatdes  us  to  bear  testimoii}'  to  the  rapid  inqirovement  in  tho  health  and 
vigor  of  man}'  of  these  pupils.  The  laws  of  hygiene  are  thoroughly  un- 
derstood and  enforced  by  the  Superintendent  and  ifatron  of  the  school. 
At  no  jieriod,  in  the  history  of  the  school,  have  we  seen  these  laws  of 
health  as  intelligently  and  as  vigilantly  administered  as  they  are  bv  Mr. 
and  -Mrs.  Huntoon.  We  feel  confident  that  if  parents,  or  friends  of  blind 
children,  could  see  for  themselves  tho  immeasurable  benefits  provided  by 
tho  State  for  the  pupils  of  this  school,  they  would  feel  tho  deepest  solici- 
tutle  for  securing  to  tho  children  these  am]do  means  of  phvsical  welfare. 
Me  have  never  seen  in  any  family  more  watchful  care,  more  intelligent 
action,  for  tho  well  being  of  children,  than  that  constantly  exercised  by 
the  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  tliis  Institution  toward  tho  children  of 
the  Blind  School.  In  tho  sickness  of  tho  children  these  faithful  oflieers 
watch  over  tho  sufferers,  and  see  that  nothing  that  can  jiromote  the 
recovery  of  tho  sufferers  is  omitted.  'I'liis  has  something  to  do  with  the 
rapid  cures  of  sickness,  and  the  diminutive  death  rate  among  the  children 
of  the  Blind  School.  Tho  President  of  tho  Board,  through  his  almost 
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daily  vjsits  to  tlio  InsliUilioii,  is  so  familiar  with  tlie.se  useful  labors  that 
he  feels  that  all  who  are  interested  in  the  blind  should  know  somethin.^ 
of  them.  ° 

During  Iho  past  summer  the  attention  of  the  physician  was  directed  to 
the  conilition  of  the  eyes  of  ono  of  the  girls,  and  of  one  of  the  boys. 
The  cyo  lashes  were  turned  upon  the  balls  of  the  eyes,  inflicting  almost 
comstant  torment  upon  the  sufferers.  Profe.ssor  J.  M.  Bodine,  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  at  the  request  of 
the  physician  of  the  School,  very  generously  and  skillfully  operated  upon 
the  diseased  eyodids,  and  the  operation  has  proved  to  be  a vciy  successful 
one. 

An  interesting  case  was  sent  from  Lexington,  without  the  certificate 
that  wo  usually  require.  This  young  lady  could  see  to  get  about  very 
well,  and  the  Commisaionors  had  their  doubts  as  to  her  title  to  bo  in  a 
School  for  the  Blind.  The  law  creating  the  Blind  School  provided  for 
^ such  cases  that  have  sight,  but  who  arc  likely  to  become  blind  by  the 
use  of  the  eyes  in  studying.  We  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  true  nature  of  the  ca.ic  before  us.  This  could  bo  done  only  bv  the 
use  of  the  ophthalmoscope  in  the  hand.s  of  a master  of  that  imstrument. 
An  examination  by  ordinary  method  cannot  detormino  anything  about 
the  health  or  di.sea.se  of  the  posterior  chamber  of  the  eye.  The  anterior 
chamber  did  not  reveal  anything  I'cspocting  the  perils  to  the  sight  of  the 
young  lady  whoso  case  wa.s  in  question.  At  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  Professor  Bodine  examined,  with  the  ophthalmoscope, 
the  eyes  of  the  young  lady,  and  discovered  a well  recognized  disease,’ 
from  which,  with  abstinence  from  the  mse  of  the  eyes,  and  careful  at- 
tention to  hygienic  regulations,  she  might  recover.  Profe.ssor  Bodine 
suggested  that  instruction  in  the  Blind  School,  and  the  e.xcellenco  of  the 
hygienic  care  in  the  Institulion,  offered  the  only  means  by  which  she 
could  bo  educated,  and,  at  the  .same  time,  bo  saved  from  total  blindness. 
She  may  jiossibly  recover  the  use  of  her  e\-os.  The  di.sease  of  this  young 
huly  is  described  by  Liebrich,  and  well  portrayed  in  one  of  his  plates,  as 
ono  of  the  forms  of  choroiditis;  it  cannot  bo  di.scovered,  except  through 
the  agency  of  the  ophthalinoscoiio.  Wo  have  referred  to  the  ease  in  the 
hope  that  similar  cases  may  learn  Iho  means  of  being  educated,  and  of 
.saving  the  eyes  from  total  and  incurable  biimlne.ss. 

Wo  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of  the  authorities  of  the  Omnmonwoalth 
to  the  interests,  not  only  of  the  blind  idiildren  at  the  school,  but  of  those 
who  are  out  of  it,  and  who  should  ho  induced  to  enter  upon  the  educa- 
tional training  provided  by  the  State  for  its  blind  youth. 

For  additional  information  we  refer  to  the  full  report  of  -Mr.  Uuntoon, 
Superintendent  of  Iho  Blind  School,  and  to  that  of  Dr.  B.  J.  Vaughan, 
Steward  of  the  Jn.stilution. 
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^lay  wo  not  ask  of  (ho  (Ictioral  Assoinl)l3’  a clKmi'e  of  (lie  nairio  of  lliia 
0(iiHatioiiaI  institutioo  from  that  of  Asylum  ffivoti  to  it  I)}’ t ho  oi.nci':il  act 
ill  roforonco  to  tlio  fharit.alilo  institutions  of  tho  Stiito?  This  is  a school, 
not  an  Asylum.  This  misnomer,  which  c:in  >lo  no  kitui  of  i^ood,  has  in- 
flicted a urcat  deal  of  annoyance  u]ion  us.  We  ask  tliat  the  sidiool  ho 
atjain  called  tho  Kentucky  Institution  foi'  the  Hducation  of  the  IMind,  a 
name  which  it  wore  for  thirt\’-ono  3'ear.s  of  its  o.\istenco. 

In  tho  report  of  tho  United  States  ( ommissioner  of  Kducation  we  find 
that  tho  ex])cnses  of  the  various  hlind  stdiools  of  the  countiy  rantxe  from 
8205  to  8750  ])er  iinnum,  for  each  pupil.  According  to  tho  same  report 
the  exiicnse  of  etich  pupil  in  tho  Kentuck3' School  is  plticcil  at  SiTIl  pi>r 
year.  Tlio  source  of  error  in  these  estimates  is  this:  some  of  the  schools 
re]iorted  to  the  (’ommissioner  trio  entire  number  of  the  jMipils  for  the 
3'ear;  the  number  in  tho  Kentuck3'  Senool  embraced  onl3’  those  in  tittend- 
nnee  at  tho  time  tho  circular  of  the  United  States  (/'ommissioner  was 
received.  These  two  methods  would  make  a material  iliirerenco  in  re]i- 
resenting  the  expense.  We  feel  veiy  confident  that  we  wattdi  over  the 
cx])enditures  of  tliis  Institution  as  vigilantly  and  ciircfuily  as  we  do  over 
our  individual  cx])cnses.  We  are  res])onsii)lo  to  the  State  for  the  expen- 
ditures of  tho  scliool ; not  a dollar  c;in  bo  drawn  from  tbe  funds  appro- 
priatisl  for  the  Institution,  except  upon  a warrant  ordered  tit  a meeting  of 
the  Board  of  (’ommissioners.  .Kvciw  bill  brought  before  us  is  Ciirefull3' 
canvasseil,  and  is  ajiproved  onl3'  when  we  are  satisfieii  that  it  is  just  and 
reasonable. 

In  liehalf  of  the  school,  wo  coi'diall3'  thank  tho  proprietors  of  tbe  I)ail3* 
C’ourier-.lournal  :>nd  the  I)ail3'  Gommevcial,  of  Louisville,  and  Jfwight’s 
Journal  of  Music,  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  their  ])ublications  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  blind  ])upils.  I'lie3’  full3'  enjo3'  the  opjiortunities  for  tracing 
tliCRo  “inajis  of  the  bus3’  world.” 

In  reference  to  the  act  of  the  (roneral  Asscmbl3’  ciianging  a numlier  of 
the  features  in  tbe  management  of  llie  charitable  institutions  of  tho  Uom- 
monwoallh,  we  respectfullv  rejiort  that  this  Board  has  ilone  all  in  its 
power  to  secure  a thorough  obedience  to  the  law.  Wo  were  notable  to 
give  a fair  trial  to  that  part  of  it  roquii-ing  cultivation  of  the  vactint 
ground  of  tho  Institution.  We  have  Imt  a diminutive  amount  of  ground 
for  gardening  |)ur])OScR.  A large  portion  of  tho  lainl  back  of  the  Institu- 
tion, less  than  five  acres,  is  occupied  1)3'  excellent  varieties  of  fruit  trees, 
which,  in  a good  fruit  season,  viel<l  a large  amount  of  useful  suslenanco 
to  tho  pu])ils  through  a jiortion  of  the  summer,  the  whole  of  the  fall  and 
winter.  Wo  doubt  whether,  at  the  same  expense,  we  could  make  0113’ 
crops  as  remunerative  its  these  fruit  trees.  When  the  law  went  into 
eflect,  the  season  was  too  late  to  umierttike  new  gardening  enter|)rises. 
Ijiit  we  shall  now  remove  some  useless  trees  and  prepare  tbe  ground  this 
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fall  for  garden  products  next  spring,  by  wliich  means  we  shall  be  able  to 
render  a better  account  in  our  iie.xt  report  than  in  the  report  of  this  year. 

Wo  are  making  arrangements  for  planting  the  best  varieties  of  blackber- 
ries and  raspberries,  wliicb  yield  good  returns  without  expensive  labor 
for  cultivation.  The  Board  take  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimoii}-  to 
the  fidelity  and  excellence  of  Dr'.  E.  J.  Vaughan,  in  the  di,sohargc  of  the  i 
duties  of  Steward. 

On  motion  of  the  lion.  James  Harrison,  the  following  addition  was,  by  i 
a unanimous  vote,  made  to  the  report: 

Wo  are  constrained,  under  a sense  of  duty  to  the  Institution  and  to  tho  | 
Commonwealth,  respectfully  to  repre.sent  that  tho  appointment  of  a Stew- 
ard to  this  Institution  is  unnecessary.  Before  the  passage  of  the  act  I 
requiring  a Steward  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  the  Su])erintcnd- 
ont,  under  the  order  and  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  purchased  I 
supplies  for  the  Institution.  Ho  claim  for  supplies  or  other  charges  was  i 
ever  ordered  to  be  paid  until  examined  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  | 
Managers,  ami  they  directed  the  Pres'dont  to  draw  an  order  on  tho  Treas-  i 
uror  for  tho  amount.  The  Superintendent  was  not  allowed  anything  for  i 
such  services,  and  he  bad  then,  and  has  now,  sufficient  time  to  purchase  i 
supplies  without  any  injury  to  the  Institution. 

It  is  claimed  that  tho  statute  referred  to,  literallj'  construed,  gives  the  • 
Steward,  with  his  family,  tho  right  to  re.side  in  tho  A.sylum,  and  two  fam- 
ilies, instead  of  one,  be  supported  by  the  State,  which,  with  a salary  of  i 
five  hundred  dollars,  would  cost  the  State  at  least  twelve  hundred  dollars  [ 
more  than  formerly.  There  would  necessarily  bo  conflicts  of  jurisdiction 
that  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  tho  school  and  extremely  annoying  to 
tho  Board  of  Commissioners.  Ho  one  can  proporl)'  complain  of  the 
appointment  by  tho  Governor  of  tho  Steward  of  this  Institution.  He  is 
a gentleman  every  way  qualified  for  tho  duties  of  tlio  office,  and  has  faith- 
fully discharged  them.  Our  objections  to  this  part  of  tho  law  rest  upon 
tho  ground  that  tho  office  of  Steward  for  this  Institution  is  totality  unnoo- 
cssary,  and  entails  an  useless  expenditure  of  money  without  any  corros 
ponding  benefit  to  the  Institution  or  Commonwealth. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

T.  S.  BELE.  Presiilent. 

AVM.  F.  BULLOCK, 

THO.M.VS  H BILVMLETTE, 
JAMES  lIAItlilSOH, 

Z.  M.  SIIKKLEY, 

HEX  It  V J.  STITES, 

A.  T,  I’Ol’E, 

WILLIA.U  KEHIUllCK, 

GAVJH  H.  COCHRAH. 


SU  PE  H I N TEN  D EN  T’  S 1{  EPO  H T. 


To  the  Preeidenf  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Commisssioners  of  the  Ken- 
tneky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind : 

■fiKNTi.EMKN:  Silico  tlio  lust  aniuiiil  report  there  has  been  no  case  of 
death  or  severe  illness  in  tlie  school.  In  the  early  part  of  January,  while 
the  sinall-pox  was  prevalent  in  the  city,  one  of  the  male  pupils  contracted 
the  disease  during  a visit  to  the  city  and  was  taken  sick  with  varioloid. 
.Jlo  was  at  once  removed  to  a I’ooni  in  a jiart  of  the  building  where  none 
but  his  nurse  and  ))hysician  were  allowed  to  see  him,  and  in  a few  weeks 
he  was  CTigaged  in  his  studies  as  insual,  and  no  other  person  in  the  house 
took  the  disease.  The  experience  of  the  school  in  former  years  was  so 
assuring  that  no  alarm  was  felt,  nor  was  a single  exercise  of  the  school 
interrupted. 

While  the  condition  of  the  school  is  by  no  means  perfect,  still  there  are 
evidences  of  improvement  that  are  extremely  gratif^'ing.  There  seems 
to  be  a more  perfect  harmonj'  this  year  than  last  between  tbe  pupils  and 
their  teachers;  and  this  in  itself  is  a most  favorable  symptom.  There 
has  resulted  from  this  a greater  progress,  and  fewer  breaches  of  dis- 
cipline; and  while  all  employed  in  the  Institution  labor  in  this  direction, 
the  workings  of  the  school  cannot  fail  to  be  efficient. 

The  labor  of  overcoming  bad  habits,  of  inspiring  energy,  of  teaching 
independence  of  thought  in  those  whoso  condition  tends  to  make  them 
dependent  on  others,  is  no  slight  one,  and  must  depend  for  its  success 
upon  the  careful  training  of  years.  Even  after  all  the  pains  that  have 
been  taken  to  inculcate  right  principles,  there  are  occasional  cases  of 
ingratitude  and  insubordination  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  received 
nothing  but  kindness  and  benefits  from  the  school.  While  such  cases 
arc  discouraging,  they  are  by  no  moans  confined  to  institutions  for  the 
blind. 

One  of  the  bad  habits  that  has  been  the  source  of  much  trouble,  is  the 
use  of  tobacco.  While  a love  ol'  jiersonal  neatness  has  been  sufficient  to 
induce  some  to  give  up  the  habit,  there  have  been  others  who  did  not 
seem  to  care  how  dirty  it  made  them  look,  or  how  vilely  it  made  them 
smell.  Still  the  most  earnest  efi'orts  have  been  made  to  check  the  habit, 
and  with  some  degree  of  success. 
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Tlio  tuxt  books  fui-nisliotl  by  tlio  American  Printing  House  for  tlio 
-Blind  Inivo  been  of  incalculable  service  in  tlic  work  of  teaebing.  By 
fbeir  aid  the  cliildren  have  been  put  upon  their  own  powers,  and  have 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  studying  their  les.sons  like  children  in  ordi.iary 
schools.  The  loss  of  time,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  text-books,  can 
only  bo  apjn-cciated  by  those  teacliers  wlio  have  managed  their  clas.ses 
with  and  without  text-books.  Ajiart  from  the  service  that  the  Printing 
House  has  done  the  blind  not  connected  with  the  .school,  the  good  it  has 
done  the  school  cannot  bo  exaggerated,  it  is  the  only  source  frani  whence 
the  school  can  expect  toxt-books. 


The  Auzonx  modohs,  illustrative  of  physiology,  that  the  hast  Legislature 
most  judiciously  and  generously  ordered  to  bo  jiurcha.sed,  havo'’not  yet 
arrived  from  Paris;  but  the  funds  were  placed  in  the  haiids  of  Prof.  J. 
Lawrence  Smith,  who  kindly  undertook  the  ta.sk  of  selecting  them  fur  the 
school,  and  their  arrival  is  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest.  Their 
possession  will  bo  a great  help  in  the  educatioual  work  of  the  school ; and 
it  is  earnestly  to  bo  hoped  that  all  the  other  schools  for  the  blind  in  the 
various  States  will  soon  follow  the  example  of  Kentucky  in  securing  oven 
more  extensive  tangible  aiiparalus  for  teaching  the  blind.  Heantime  it  is 
a just  matter  of  pride  to  the  State  that  she  stands  among  the  fir.sl  in  the 
world  for  the  care  she  takes  of  her  afflicted  children. 

Ihere  has  been,  throughout  the  year,  a cordial  co-operation  on  the  jiart 
of  all  the  teachers  for  the  progress  of  the  school;  without  that,  your 
Suporintendent  would  bo  almost  powerless  for  usefulness.  tVhoro  so 
much  depends  upon  the  conscientionsnoss  with  which  they  discharge  their 
duty,  it  gives  your  Superintendent  ploa.surc  to  tc.siify  to  the  willingne.ss 
and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  have  performed  their  duties.  Jfiss 
Clara  Maltingly  has  e.specially  shown  a spirit  of  sclf-sacrilico  and  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  children  that  has  known  no  limit  of  times  or 
seasons,  ami  the  example  of  her  energy  and  zeal  has  been  admirable. 

'-I'he  nnmhor  of  pujiils  who  have  received  instruction  in  the  Institution 
since  the  heginniiig  of  the  year,  is  fifty-nino.  Their  names  and  resi- 
dencos  arc  given  below; 

Lily  Armstrong,  - - - . Lexington. 

Lliie  Berry,  ....  Lexington. 

Hatlliew  Blnte, Newport. 

Cliarles  Jioiianon,  ....  Louisville. 

Alice  Bradley,  .....  Louisville. 

Nannie  P.  Jirown,  ....  Warsaw. 

Percy  8.  Boiilleinot,  ....  Now  Orleans,  La. 
jMary  Cavanaugh, Louisville. 
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William  Clark, 

Willis  D.'ifTorn, 

Frank  Dollins, 

John  .M.  Ernst, 

Ada  Ethcridiro, 

Annie  Fahj’, 

Jane  B.  Fitzinitriek,- 
Algernon  Flournoj', 
Charles  Frederick, 
Josephus  Gallon, 
Teresa  Gallon, 
Bichard  J.  llambleton 
J.  William  Jleiscr,  - 
Anna  C.  Horn  ire, 
Johanna  Kearns, 

Anna  Bell  Kendall, 
Ellen  Kenney, 

Alary  Ann  Landis, 
Alaiy  K.  AIcCoiin, 
Barbara  Ale  Kinney, 
Bichard  Aleado, 
Thomas  Alcddis, 
Georjfo  .M.  .Miller, 
I;Ouisa  -Motiohan, 
Emma  Aloorinan, 
Bamcia  F.  Alorehead, 
Noah  B.  .Morehead, 
James  E.  Murray, 
Benj.  11.  Alyers, 

W illiam  J.  O'Donnell, 
William  C.  Barker, 
Alice  Barsons, 

Nancy  Borlcr, 
Elizabelh  Burdy, 
Helen  .May  Burnell, 
.Mary  F.  Rogers, 
Georgia  Sale, 

Eiizab(tlh  Schaffer, 
Elizabelh  B.  Sheets, 
James  H.  Shacklett, 
Frederick  Telkammcr, 


Ijouisvillo. 

Almilicollo. 

Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Caverna. 

Badueali. 
Louisville. 
Grayson  county. 
Gra3'80n  county. 
Ashland. 
New])ort. 
Ivouisvillo. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Ijouisvillo. 
Le.xinglon. 
Le.xinglon. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Ashland. 

Jefferson  county. 

llawesvillo. 

Louisville. 

Big  Springs. 
A\''cbstor  county. 
AVebster  county. 
Newport. 

Nicholas  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

I.ouisville. 

Bcndleton  county. 

Daviess  county. 

Alaj'sville. 

Le.\ington. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

liig  Springs. 

Louisville. 
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Bmilo  Trobing, 

John  II.  Vernon, 
Mary  Alice  Walker, 
Victoria  A.  Walker, 
Jane  Weaver, 
Agalba  Weaver, 
Nannie  Wems, 
James  Whitty, 
William  J.  Winfrey, 
Ola  Wood, 


Louisville. 
Elizabethtown. 
Louisville. 
Cumberland  countj'. 
Mason  county. 
Mason  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Columbia. 

Jefferson  county. 


The  onl3'  drawback  that  seriously  affects  the  school  is  the  small  num- 
ber of  pupils.  The  building  could  accommodate  thirtj-  more  children 
without  materially  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  school.  But  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  the  children,  and  then  persuading  their  parents  to  lot 
them  enjoy  the  privileges  that  the  State  so  freolj’  offers,  together  with  the 
obstacles  of  travel  to  be  overcome,  have  kept  our  school  smaller  than 
those  in  States  intersected  in  every  direction  by  railroads.  Nevertheless, 
there  has  been  a constant  and  regular  increase  of  pupils  for  every  quarter 
during  the  past  year,  and  the  aggregate  number  this  year  is  greater  than 
it  was  last. 

Thanking  you  for  the  cordial  sjunpathy  and  co-operation  that  you  have 
always  shown  mo,  I most  respectfully  submit  to  you  this  annual  report. 


B.  B.  IIUNTOON,  Superintendent. 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPEN DITUilES 
Of  the  Committee  appointed  for  arrangements,  if-c.,  as  to  heating  apparatus  in 


the  Blind  Asutum. 

To  the  Co7n7nissioners  of  the  Kentuckrj  Blind  As/jhnn: 

Amount  of  M.  Greenwood  & Co.’s  bill  in  full,  as  per  their  statement  au- 

nexed $0,574  31 

Amount  of  expenditures  for  sundry  items,  as  per  statement  of  Capt.  Z..M. 

Sberley,  Chairman  of  Committee,  annexed 387  10 


$0,901  47 


CONDITION  OF  ACCOUNT. 

Amount  of  appropriation  and  money  drawn $8,000  00 


Amount  of  (xpendilures  as  above $0,901  47 

IJalanee  on  liand  and  to  credit  Z.  .\I.  Sberley,  Cbuirman,  at 

Citizens'  Rank 1,033  53 

$3,000  00 

Z.  M.  RUKIII.KY,  Chairman. 

G.  II.  COCIIKAN, 

WILLI A.M  KKNDIUCK. 

Locisvillb,  Ky.,  November  14,  1873. 


STATE.MENT  OF  VARIOUS  EXPENEIT UEES 

By  Captain  Z.  M.  Sherlcy,  in  connection  with  the  i/itroduction  of  stea/n  heating 
apparatus  into  Blind  Asylu7n. 


David  Lane,  for  maebinery  for  boilers ^74  44 

Harvey  Tuustall  (colored)  moving  tank,  ami  dr.iy IG  50 

Kd.  Harris,  for  brick-work  on  boilers 92  40 

Joseph  Mitchell,  work  on  tank  and  boilers 51  25 

Joseph  Kclzel,  work  on  sewer 26  90 

I’hilip  .Moorehead,  work  on  sewer 26  90 

Jolin  Fisher  and  I’hilip  Calimes,  cleaning  boilers 8 00 

Milliam  Fitzpatrick,  hauling  twelve  loads 24  00 

James  Bridgeford  & Co.,  grate  bars 63  17 

Geo.  11.  Carey,  one  half  dozen  thermometers 3 go 


$387  16 

Locisville,  Ky.,  November  15lh,  1873. 

• CiNClN.SATi,  November  12th.  1873. 

BIHND  ASYLUM,  Louisvicle,  Ky. 

Bought  of  M.  Greenwood  ^ Co. 


Heating  apparatus,  as  per  contract $5,750  00 

EXTRAS. 

1 hot  water  coil 105  30 

1 independent  steam  pump 200  00 

322  feet  galvanized  iron  pipe,  IJ,  at  60  cents $193  20 

170  feet  galvanized  iron  pipe,  1,  at  45  cents 76  50 


$269  70 

Less  45  per  cent 121  37 

148  33 


Amount  carried  forward $6,203  63 
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Amount  brouprlit  forward $6,203  63 

58  feet  pipe,  l\,  at  50  cents - - 29  00 

7J  feel  pipe,  l.f,  at  39  cents 2 93 

40  feet  pipe,  1,  nt  29  cents 11  60 

12  feet  pipe,  A,  at  15  cents 1 80 

feet  pipe,  at  12  cents 42 


$45  75 


Less  50  per  cent 23  87 


6 elbows,  2,  at  60  cents 3 60 

9 elbows,  l.l,  at  40  cents 3 96 

26  elbows,  1],  at  34  cents 8 84 

24  cl  DOWS,  1,  at  22  cents 5 28 

3 elbows,  i|.  at  15  cents 45 

7 elbows,  at  12  cents 84 

5 elbows,  at  8 cents 40 

1  tee,  2 by  1|,  nt  85  cents,  and  | at  22  cents 1 07 

6 tees,  Ij,  at  45  cents 2 70 

3 tees,  1.',  by  1^,  at  60  cents 1 80 

3 tees,  1,  at  32  cents,  and  \ at  16  cents 1 44 

1 bushing,  l.^-  by  1,  at  23  cents 23 

4 plugs,  1,  at  8 cents 32 

4 nipples,  1^,  at  27  cents 1 08 

3 couplings,  IJ,  at  38  cents,  R.  and  L 1 14 

6 nipples,  1],  at  23  cents 1 38 

1 coupling,  4,  at  12  cents,  and  I at  22  cents,  R.  and  L__  34 

4 couplings,  1^,  at  22  cents 88 

5 couplings,  1|,  at  30  cents,  R.  and  L 1 50 

4 lock-nuts,  U,  at  20  cents 80 


$38  05 

Less  45  per  cent. If  13 


1 steam  trap 

1 steam  cock,  1},  H.  P $3  40 

4 globe  valves,  5,  at  $1  26 5 04 

6 globe  valves,  1,  at  $l  53 9 18 

2 globe  valves,  1.},  at  $2  66  5 32 

3 globe  valves,  J,  at  $1,  and  g at  80  cents 5 40 


22  88 


20  92 
6 00 


$28  34 

Less  20  per  cent. ^ 86 


6 finished  Bibb  cocks  with  hose  connections 

Straps  and  Ijolls  for  brass  coils  in  hot  water  tank 

G hangers 

Liimhcr  for  bench 

Labor  

Dray 

$6,574  31 


CRKDITS. 

(Fish  7,.  M PliiTlpy $3,000  00 

Cinh  7.  .\I.  SIktU;v 3,000  00 

(Josh  7.  M.  Shfriey 1, 3‘ 

$6 ,574  31 


1873. 

September  24. 
October  25. 
November  13. 


22  68 
13  50 
4 29 
1 00 
6 66 
272  00 
75 


Received  pavment  of  'A,  M.  Sherley,  Chairman  of  Building  Committee  of  Kentucky  .\S}- 


luui  of  the  Blind,  in  full. 


M.  ciuoRXwooD  & ro. 


NuvitMiJKU  13,  1873. 
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OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  ASYLUM 
FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


COMMISSIONERS. 

TKRM  KXPrUES  MAY  IST,  1875.  TERM  EXPIRES  MAY  IST,  1877. 

DR.  T.  S.  BKLL,  Prksibbnt.  Ho.n.  THO.MAS  E.  HRAMLETTE. 

WM.  KENDRICK.  Hon.  W.\1.  F.  liULHOCK. 

GAVIN  H.  COCHRAN.  Hon.  T.  L.  JEFFERSON. 

TERM  K.XPIHES  MAV  IST,  1879. 

IIo.N.  JAMES  HARRISON. 

Hon.  H.  J.  STITES. 

Z.  M.  SHERLEV. 

TREASrjRRR. 

JOHN  G.  BARRET. 

SECRET.ARY  AND  SUPERINTENDENT. 

B.  B.  II UNTOON. 


STEWARD.  MATRON. 

E J.  VAUGHAN.  M.  D.  Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEACHERS. 

Miss  CLARA  MATTINGLY. 

Miss  MARY  ANDERSON. 

Miss  JULIA  PURNELL. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC. 

WILLIAM  PLATO. 

. TEACHER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

DAVID  LAS6h. 


SEAMSTRESS.  PHVSICIA.V. 

Miss  SUSAN  SATTERTHWAITE.  T.  S.  BELL,  M.  D. 

ASSISTANT  PUPILS. 

ALICE  WALKER. 

LOUISA  MONOHAN. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 


llegular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  December  7,  1874. 

To  His  Excellency,  P.  11.  Leslie, 

Governor  of  the  Cornmomccaltli  of  Kentucky  : 

Honored  Sir;  The  Commissioners  of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  report  the  con- 
tinued pro.sperity  of  the  great  State  Institution  confided  to  their  care. 
At  no  former  period  of  its  e.vistence  has  it  shown  such  gratifying  pro- 
gress as  during  the  past  year.  We  have  never,  at  any  former  time, 
had  as  many  pupils  in  the  school,  nor  at  any  period  in  its  past  his- 
tory have  the  pupils,  generally,  manifested  as  much  earnestness  and 
assiduity  in  their  studies,  as  they  have  in  the  past  year.  We  regret 
to  know  that,  notwithstanding  the  liberal  provisions  made  by  the 
State  authorities  for  the  training  and  improvement  of  this  “defective 
class”  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  there  are  a great  num- 
ber of  blind  children  in  the  State,  whose  mental,  physical,  and  moral 
conditions  could  be  greatly  improved,  who  fail  to  accept  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Commonwealth.  There  has  not  been  a year  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school  that  we  have  not  exercised  diligence  in  causing 
the  blessings  of  this  school  to  be  proclaimed  by  every  means  in  our 
power,  so  that  those  for  whom  the  blessings  are  provided  may  have 
the  knowledge  carried  to  their  understandings.  We  have  been  more 
successful  this  session  in  our  exertions  than  ever  before.  We  trust 
that  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  next  meeting,  will  perfect  the  law 
that,  under  judicious  safeguards,  provides  for  the  allowance  of  mile- 
age for  the  traveling  expenses  of  blind  pupils  from  their  homes  to 
this  school.  The  parents  of  many  blind  children,  that  arc  known 
to  us,  are  too  poor  to  pay  these  expenses.  This  bill  has  already 
passed  the  Senate,  and  awaits  only  the  concurrence  of  the  House,  and 
the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  become  a wise  and  beneficent  law. 

We  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  State  authorities  in  another  means 
of  benefiting  blind  children.  While  the  State  makes  ample  provis- 
ions for  enabling  blind  children  to  become  well  educated,  and  for 
training  them  into  habits  of  self-supporting  measures,  some  of  the 
counties  permit  money  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  families  of  blind 
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children,  as  an  aid  toward  taking  care  of  them.  We  do  not  know  of 
any  family  in  the  State  that  can  take  such  care  of  blind  children  • 
that  can  improve  and  equip  them  for  a useful  life,  to  such  a degree  of 
permanent  excellence,  as  the  School  for  the  Blind  can.  In  many 
instances,  these  pitiful  allowances  work  grievously  to  the  detriment 
of  the  blind  children,  by  depriving  them  of  all  the  benefits  the  State 
has  provided  for  them.  We  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature 
will  devise  measures  for  prohibiting  everything  of  tlii.s  kind  in  all 
cases  of  blind  children  capable  of  being  taught  in  the  Asylum  for 
Educating  the  Blind.  In  urging  upon  the  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly  the  ordainment  of  laws  for  increasing  the  number  of  pupils 
in  the  Blind  School,  we  are  carrying  forward  the  interests  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities conferred  on  us  as  guardians  of  the  blind  children  of  | 
the  State.  If  there  were  double  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  school,  \ 
this  would  be  very  far  from  doubling  the  expenses  of  the  Institution,'  i 
to  say  nothing  of  the  universally  recognized  truth,  that  every  com-  ^ 
niunity  is  benefited  by  (he  conversion  of  a drone  into  an  honest  and  ! 
useful  worker;  by  changing  the  life  of  a mere  consumer  into  that  of  ' 
a meritorious  producer.  We  see  so  many  successful  instances  in  the  j 
Blind  School  of  these  beneficences,  that  we  cannot  fail  to- become  ' 
fully  conscious  of  the  vast  utility  of  this  Iiistitution-a  consciousness  I 
which  we  feel  an  imperative  duty  upon  us  to  impress  on  all  others  as  i 
thoroughly  as  we  can.  ll,  as  Commissioners  of  the  Blind  School,  we 
were  governed  by  selfish  motives,  we  should  be  careless  about  filling 
It  with  pupils,  for  it  should  be  self-evident  to  every  thinker,  that  an  I 
increase  of  the  number  of  pupils  increases  our  cares,  our  solicitude,  j 
responsibilities,  and  labors.  But  that  sense  of  duty  that  has  hitherto 
induced  us  to  accept  and  perform  these  labors  for  the  blind  pupils,  ^ 
induces  us  to  industriou.-<ly  employ  all  proper  means  for  extending  the 
blessings  of  its  educational  powers  to  every  blind  child  that  we  can 
hear  of  or  reach  in  the  Stale.  ' 

Ihe  Auzoux  models  for  teaching  physiology,  or  the  laws  of  life, 
for  the  purchase  of  which  the  Legislature  of  1872  appropriated  five’ 
hundred  dollars,  were  kindly  ordered  for  this  school  by  Prof  .1.  Law-  j 

fence  Smith  while  he  was  in  the  city  of  Paris,  for  which  services  we  ' 

tender  our  cordial  thanks  to  Prof  Smith.  The  models  have  been 
completed  and  shipped  from  France.  Their  arrival  may  be  looked 
for  now  during  any  week. 

In  order  to  utilize  our  land  as  perfectly  as  possible,  one  hundred 
young  Iruit  trees— peaches,  apples,  and  quinces,  of  varieties  best 
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adapted  to  our  soil  and  the  climate  of  this  region— were  selected 
under  the  personal  inspection  and  judgment  of  a committee  of  this 
board,  consisting  of  flavin  II.  Cochran,  Esci.,  Captain  Z.  M.  Sherley, 
and  the  lion.  T.  L.  Jefferson,  who  were  aided  by  some  of  the  best 
fruit  cultivators  in  Jefferson  county.  These  trees  have  been  very 
Judiciously  planted,  and,  at  a proper  time,  will  aid  us  in  the  econ- 
omical management  of  this  Institution. 

A number  of  repairs  and  improvements  for  the  preservation  of  the 
building  imperatively  impressed  theniselves  upon  our  attention.  T he 
tin  roof  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and,  together  with  the  outside 
wood-work,  has  been  repainted.  The  boilers,  which  have  been  in  the 
building  fourteen  years,  have  been  renovated  and  put  in  the  best  pos- 
sible order.  Two  flues,  with  apertures  of  twenty-two  inches,  have 
been  built  outside  of  the  edifice.  The  commissioners  were  con- 
strained, through  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  building,  and  in  order 
to  secure  the  proper  working  of  the  steam-heating  apparatus,  to 
secure  an  inspection  of  this  department  of  the  edifice.  For  this 
purpose  a committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  G.  II.  Cochran,  Z.  M. 
Sherley,  and  T.  S.  Bell,  were  appointed.  After  a thorough  inspec- 
tion and  consultation  with  the  distinguished  architect,  Mr.  Henry 
Whitestone,  the  committee,  with  the  full  concurrence  of  the  Board, 
decided  that  the  construction  of  new  flues  was  absolutely  necessary. 


It  was  found,  upon  inspection,  that  the  largest  brick  flue  in  the  build- 
ing was  only  si.xteen  inches  by  nine  inches,  while  each  of  the  boilers 
had  two  flues  fourteen  inches  in  diameter.  These  flues  have  been 
built  on  the  northern  side  of  the  building  at  a sufTicient  height  above 
the  roof  Thus  far  they  have  fully  justified  our  e.vpectations. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  are  as  follows  : 

Amount  on  bund  November  1,  1873  $10,520  93 

ft  1 ft 

Receipts  from  workshop 

Tuition  of  Louisiana  pupil 

Board  of  

Sale  of  old  stoves 

Sale  of  map 

. ..  _ 10.000  00 
Annual  allowance ' 

Installment  of  special  appropriation 2,500  00 

7 210  00 

Per  capita  allowance.- — — ~ ’ 

Special  appropriation  for  Auzoux  models WOJW 

$31,993  85 


Expenditures  as  by  vouchers  sent  to  tbe  Governor  quarterly,  aceording  to 
law 


20,078  76 


$11,920  09- 


Balance  on  band  November  Isl,  1874 
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We  thankfully  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  graceful  courtesies 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Courier-Journal  and  the  Daily  Com- 
mercial, for  copies  of  their  daily  papers  furnished  to  the  Institution 
gratuitously,  and  to  the  proprietors  of  Dwight’s  Journal  of  Music, 
and  of  the  Saturday  Review  (Louisville),  for  similar  favors.  There 
is  no  class  of  pupils  that  is  more  eager  to  know  the  teachings  of 
“ the  map  of  busy  life,”  the  newspaper,  than  the  blind.  The  papers 
are  read  to  them  regularly. 

The  Commissioners  are  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  speak  com- 
mendably  of  the  fidelity,  industry,  and  trustworthiness  of  all  the 
teachers,  and  of  those  in  all  the  various  employments  in  the  Institu- 
tion. Of  the  unceasing  devotion,  care,  and  judiciousness  of  the 
Superintendent  and  Matron  we  could  scarcely  speak  in  terms  of  too 
high  praise.  They  fully  merit  and  receive  our  full  and  thorough 
approval  in  all  respects. 

A list  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  pupils,  reported 
to  this  Board  by  the  Superintendent,  together  with  the  workings  of 
his  department,  is  fully  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  with  full 
indorsement  of  its  accuracy,  and  is  hereby  made  a part  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  .Asylum  for  Educating  the  Blind  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

T.  S.  BELL,  President. 

Hon.  W.  F.  bullock, 

Hon.  H.  J.  STITES, 

Hon.  JAMES  HARRISON, 

Hon.  THOMAS  E.  BRAMLETTE, 
Hon.  T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 

Z.  M.  SHERLEY, 

WILLIAM  KENDRICK, 

GAVIN  H.  COCHRAN. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  RP!P0RT. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  : 

Gentlemen:  The  number  of  pupils  in  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the 
Blind  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  sixty-six.  The  entire  number  of 
pupils  that  have  received  instruction  during  the  year  is  sevent;^-four, 
whose  names  and  residences  are  as  follows  : 


Lillie  Armstrong, 

EfHe  Berry, 

Charles  Bohanon, 
Mathew  Blute, 

Patrick  11.  Boston, 

.\lice  Bradley, 

Nannie  P.  Brown, 

Percy  S.  Boullemet, 
Margaret  Carpenter,  - 
Mary  Cavanaugh,  - 
William  Clark,  - 
Neppie  R.  Conway, 
Willis  Dallern,  - 
Cynthia  Ann  Deaton, 
Frank  P.  Dollins, 

John  M.  Ernst, 

Ada  Etheridge,  - 
John  Etheridge, 

Annie  Fahy, 

Jeannie  B.  Fizpatrick, 
Algernon  F.  Flournoy, 
Robert  Fox,  - 
Charles  Frederick, 
Teresa  Gatton, 

Robert  Green,  - 
Belle  Hardin,  - 
Lawrence  Hausman, 
Effie  Hazard, 

J.  William  Heiser,  - 


Lexington. 

Lexington. 

Louisville. 

Covington. 

Metcalfe  county. 

Louisville. 

Warsaw. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Hartford. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Versailles. 

- Monticello. 
Rockcastle  county.. 

- Barren  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

- Pulaski  county. 
Caverna. 

- Paducah. 
I^ouisville. 
Louisville. 
Grayson  count}’. 
Grant  county. 
McLean  county. 
Covington. 
Louisville. 
Newport. 
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Annie  C.  Homire, 
Mildred  J.  llorrill,  - 
Josie  Kearns,  - - 

Anna  Bell  Kendall, 
Bridget  Kirvven, - 
Mary  Ann  Landis,  - 
Mary  K.  McCoun, 
Barbara  JMoKinney, 
William  MacNeil, 

John  R.  Magoffin,  - 
Thomas  Meildis, 
Geo]’ge  M.  Miller,  - 
Louisa  Monohan, 
Emma  Moorman,  - 
Pamela  P.  Morehead,  - 
Noah  B.  Morehead, 
Lulie  Alorton, 

James  E.  Alurray,  - 
Benj.  11.  Myers,  - 
George  Neville, 

Alice  Parsons,  - 
Elizabeth  Purdy, 

Helen  Alay  Purnell,  - 
Rebecca  Roberts,  - 
Alary  F.  Rogers,  - 
Walter  Ball'ai'ans,  - 
Georgia  Sale, 

Elizabeth  Schafer,  - 
Lucy'  Scott, 

Luther  Settle,  - 
William  Settle,  - 
James  11.  Shacklett, 
Elizabeth  Stull,  - 
Frederick  Telkamtner, 
Emile  Trebiiig,  - 
Mary  Alice  Walker, 
Agatha  Weaver, 

Jane  Weaver, 

Agnes  Wi  11s, 

Nannie  Wems, 


Louisville. 

Daviess  county'. 

- Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Le.vington. 
Le.xington. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Nicholas  county. 
Harrodsbnrg. 

- ’ Jefferson  county. 

Havvesville. 

Louisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Webster  county. 
Webster  county. 
Greenup  county. 
Newport. 

- Nicholas  county'. 
Shelby  county. 
Louisville. 

Daviess  county. 

- Alaysville. 
Le.xington. 
Lexington. 

Alemphis,  Tenn. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

- Princeton. 

Barren  county. 
Barren  county. 
Meade  county. 

- Alontgomery  county. 
Louisville. 

- Louisville. 

Louisville. 

- Alason  county. 

Mason  county. 

- Aletcall'e  county. 
Louisville. 
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.lamps  Whitty, Lonisvillp. 

Hsther  Ai-Iiiie  Wilhite,  - - . - Lcxiiif^toii. 

Ola  \^  ood,  Jelicrson  county. 

Alary  C.  Wooldredge,  - - . . llanlin  comity, 

Ella  \ ail  Zandt,  . . . . . Elliott  county. 

Duriiig  the  first  quarter  there  were  present  fifty  pupils  ; during  the 
second  quarter,  fifty-four;  during  the  third  quarter,  fifty-.seven  ; and 
during  the  last  quarter  there  were  lixty-six,  being  the  greatest  num- 
ber ever  before  in  tiie  school  at  one  time. 

The  operations  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  have  been  grat- 
ifying and  satisfactory.  Its  numbers  have  steadily  increased  ; there 
have  been  no  cases  of  serious  illness;  and  there  has  been  a marked 
improvement  in  discipline,  and  a corresponding  progress  in  scholar- 
ship. 

While  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  Iiabits  of  neatness,  energy,  and 
industry  have  been  established  in  every  pupil,  the  most  untiring  efforts 
have  been  made  in  this  direction  by  the  teachers  and  officials  of  the 
Institution. 

Th  1 literary  and  the  musical  instruction  of  the  pupils  have  both 
been  vigorously  pushed;  and  careful  tuition  has  been  given  to  the 
girls  in  knitting,  bead-work,  the  use  of  the  sewing  machine,  and 
various  kinds  of  plain  and  fancy  needle-work;  while  the  boys  have 
been  taught  broom-making,  the  caning  of  chairs  with  the  open  and 
solid  seat,  and  mattress-making. 

In  respect  to  the  literary  and  musical  education  of  the  blind,  there 
seems  to  be  no  limit  but  that  of  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  the 
piijiil. 

iJuring  the  past  year  especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  use  of 
the  i\ew  York  Point  method  of  writing:  in  its  use  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  script,  and  in  writing  music,  it  has  been  found  eminently 
practicable. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  cultivating  and  developing 
the  sense  of  touch  by  the  use  of  object  lessons.  The  various  toy- 
blocks  have  furnished  useful  material  for  instruction;  but  what  has 
been  found  of  great  service  in  securing  independent  thought  and 
original  ideas  on  the  part  of  the  children,  is  the  slate,  with  its  mova- 
ble type.  With  this  the  pupils  have  designed  plans  and  exercised 
their  inventive  powers  with  much  jilcasure  and  profit.  The  use  of  a 
board,  fitted  with  grooves  for  the  holding  of  separate  letters  and 


12 


ASYLUM  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


words,  that  the  pupih  learn  to  form  into  sentences,  has  been  also 
found  of  much  value. 

The  dissected  maps  of  Physical  Geography  of  the  United  States 
and  Europe,  made  in  the  Institution  during  the  last  year,  excited 
such  universal  admiration  on  the  part  of  all  teachers  who  saw  them 
that  Messrs.  John  P.  Morton  & Co.,  of  this  city,  had  casts  taken 
of  them  in  brass,  and  are  now  multiplying  them  cheaply,  by  apply- 
ing the  process  used  in  making  imitation  wood-carvings.  Copies  of 
these  maps  have  already  been  supplied  to  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in 
Georgia,  Massachusetts,  and  London,  England. 

While  other  maps  are  also  in  preparation,  there  is  now  nearly 
finished  a co;^nty  map  of  Kentucky,  over  five  feet  long,  dissected 
according  to  counties,  and  showing  the  county-seats,  rivers,  and  ■Gen- 
eral elevations  of  the  mountains  and  hills,  together  with  the  linrs  of 
railroads,  that,  when  finished,  will  enable  every  blind  pupil  to  become 
familiar  with  the  geography  of  his  native  State. 

^ At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  at  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia,  last 
August,  there  was  exhibited  a gauge  and  guide  for  stitching  harness, 
the  invention  of  a blind  harness-maker  of  Arkansas,  and  some  re- 
markable samples  of  superior  work  done  with  its  aid  by  the  pupils 
in  the  Arkansas  school  were  shown. 


Interesting  statements,  too,  were  made  as  to  the  success  with  which 
the  Institution  in  Ontario  had  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  the  finer 
kinds  of  willow-ware:  and  the  prospect  of  this  opening  out  of  a 
new  occupation  for  girls  was  extremely  flattering.  Acting  upon  your 
directions,  letters  were  written  to  the  Institution  in  Ontario,  making 
inquiries  preliminary  to  beginning  instruction  in  basket-making  in 
our  own  Institution  ; but  no  reply  has  as  3’et  been  received. 

In  the  general  administration  of  the  afi'airs  of  the  Institution,  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  the  Commissioners  have  been  invaluable.  The 
President  of  the  Board,  with  a zeal  that  has  known  no  abatement 
during  his  long  years  of  service  as  trustee  since  the  foundation  of 
the  school,  has  paid  it  almost  daily  visits,  and  there  is  not  a child  in 
the  house  but  knows  the  accents  of  his  kindly  voice. 

The  present  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Institution  is  due  to  the 
hearty  sympathj’  and  co-operation  that  y'ou  have,  given  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  school  ; the  personal  attention  of  your  various  com- 
mittees to  the  details  of  making  contracts,  and  their  proper  execu- 
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tion  ; to  the  unwearied  efTorts  of  the  devoted  teachers  of  the  school  ; 
to  the  faithful  industry  of  the  servants,  and  to  the  fact  that  all  con- 
nected in  any  way  with  the  Institution  have  worked  together  cheer- 
fully and  harmoniously  in  furtherance  of  the  great  ends  for  which  it 
was  founded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Superintendent. 


ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 


Aii}^  child  in  the  State,  who  is  between  six  and  sixteen  years  of 
age,  whose  sight  is  so  defective  as  to  prevent  getting  an  education  in 
the  Common  Schools,  provided  such  child  is  possessed  of  good  mental 
and  bodily  health,  will  be  gladly  received  and  taught  at  this  Institu- 
tion free  of  all  charge,  except  for  traveling  expenses  and  clothing. 
In  special  cases,  the  Board  of  Commi.ssioners  admit  persons  over  six- 
teen years  old  for  the  purpose  of  learning  a trade;  but  in  all  such 
cases,  the  applicant  must  furnish  abundant  proof  of  good  character. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  firsi  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember, and  terminates  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  It  is  very  de- 
sirable that  pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  ; 
but  new  pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Fuither  information  and  reports  of  the  school  can  be  obtained  by 
addressing  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 
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W.M.  KENDRICK. 

CAVIN  H.  COCHRAN. 

TREASURER. 

JOHN  O.  liARRET. 

SECRETARY  AND  SURERINTENDEN  I\ 


1!.  15.  HUNTOON. 


MAl'KON. 

Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 


STEWARD. 

E.  J.  VAUGHAN,  M.  U. 


TE.ACHERS. 

MI.SS  CLARA  M.VnTNGLY. 
Miss  MARY  ANDERSON. 

Miss  JULIA  I'URNEI.L. 

TEACHER  OF  MUSIC. 
WILLIAM  RL.ATO. 

TEACHER  01'  HANDICRAFT. 
DAVID  LASCH. 


PHYSICIAN. 

T.  S.  HELL,  M.  I>. 


SEAMSTRESS. 

Miss  SUSAN  S.ATTERTHWAn'E. 


ASSISTANT  PUPILS. 

ALICE  WALKER. 
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CHARLES  EREDERICR.. 
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Kentucky  Institution  i-'or  Tim  I’.dUcation  of  the  Blink,  1 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  Deccrrtber  (,  1875.  j 

To  His  Excellency,  James  B.  McCkeaky,  Governor  of  the  Commonsvcalth 

» 

of  Kentucky: 

Honored  Sir:  Under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  I herewith 
transmit  their  Report  for  the  year  ending  November  i.  1875. 

’ I am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Hoard  of  Co/ninissioners  of  the  Ky.  Asylum  for  Etincating  the  Idtnd. 
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RHrORT  01'  THH  COMMISSIONI-RS  01'  TIIH  STATH  SCIlOOl, 

FOR  TIIH  BLIND. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  Educating  tlie  Blind 
respectfully  report,  that  the  past  session  of  the  school,  having  the  largest 
number  of  pupils  ever  assembled  in  the  Institution,  was  the  most  grati- 
fying in  its  general  results  of  any  that  have  been  attained  in  the  previous 
existence  of  the  school.  At  no  former  period  in  its  history  have  we 
ever  known  as  great  a desire  to  study,  nor  have  we  ever  seen  among  the 
pupils  as  much  progress.  The  Superintendent,  the  Matron,  and  all  the 
teachers,  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties,  and  have 
been  rewarded  in  that  highest  of  all  '•emuncration  to  tlicm— the  improve- 
ment of  the  pupils.  To  the  Commi.ssioncrs  of  this  school  the  evidcncc.s 
of  progress  have  been  highly  gratifying;  but  wo  should  be  more  highly 
gratified  in  seeing  the  blessings,  which  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
has  provided  for  its  blind  children,  enjoyed  by  every  capable  blind  child 
in  the  State.  \Vc  resort  to  all  the  means  we  possess  or  can  devdsc  to 
cause  a knowledge  of  the  character  of  this  school  to  be  carried  to  every 
portion  of  the  State.  But  we  arc  painfully  conscious  that  there  are 
many  Kcntuclcy  blind  children  who  should  be  in  this  school,  who  arc 
kept  away,  chiefly  through  want  of  means  for  traveling,  or,  to  some 
extent,  by  ignorance  of  the  character  of  the  school.  To  us  who  see 
the  magnitude  of  the  blessings  which  training  in  this  school  confers  on 
the  pupils,  it  is  almost  inexplicable  that  any  blind  children  shall  be  kept 
from  the  elevating  and  ennobling  ministrations  secured  to  them  by  the 
just  recognition  of  duty,  which  the  Commonwealth  has  persistently 
maintained  tow’ard  the  blind  through  many  blissful  years  to  blind  i)upils. 
But  we  know  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  correctly  impress 
upon  those  entirely  ine.vperienccd  and  uninformed,  a proper  recognition 
of  the  endowments  of  the  blind  for  the  ameliorating  and  rcctif)'ing  and 
advancing  powers  of  education.  To  the  class  to  which  we  refer,  the 
idea  of  making  the  blind,  by  means  of  education,  self-supporting,  seems 
utterly  futile.  But  useful  anti  valuable  as  instruction  and  training  are 
toward  this  exaltation  to  .self-respect  and  indepeiulence,  there  is  a higher 
field  for  the  blind  in  what  is  called  intellectual  education.  We  cannot 
understand  how  any  possible  reason  can  be  given  for  a decree,  that  the 
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loss  of  that  almost  divine  faculty,  physical  vision,  for  acquiring  a knowl- 
edge of  the  treasures  of  nature,  shall  have  heaped  upon  it  that  great 
and  deplorable  evil — blindness  of  the  intellect.  In  our  ample  e.xperi- 
cnce  and  observation  among  the  pupils  of  this  school,  we  find  that  when 
the  minds  of  the  blind  are  quickened,  invigorated,  and  guided  by  edu- 
cation, they  may,  upon  comparison  with  the  uninstructed  blind,  be 
regarded  as  almost  lifted  away  from  what  are  properly  called  the  defect- 
ive classes  of  the  Commonwealth.  We  know  that  to  the  blind  pupils  of 
this  school,  the  ways  of  cultivated  and  trained  wisdom,  the  wisdom  of 
the  ages,  the  recorded  e.xperiences  of  mankind,  are  as  winning  and  as 
attractive  as  among  any  seeing  pupils.  Who  can  frame  a just  reason  or 
excuse  why  these  anxious,  groping  blind  pupils  shall  not  be  placed,  by 
the  common  consent  of  the  people  and  the  strong  arm  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  these  ennobling  paths,  and  aided  and  encouraged  to  walk  in 
them?  If  any  class  is  to  be  neglected,  Christian  philanthropy  and 
common  sense,  unite  in  saying  that  the  blind  children  shall  not  be  that 
class. 

One  of  the  greatest  masters  of  literature  and  of  history,  nobl}'  and 
eloquently  says:,  “But  what  shall  we  say  when  we  reflect  that  from 
hence’’  (thegreat  works  of  Athenian  genius)  “have  sprung,  directly  or 
indirectly,  all  the  noblest  creations  of  the  human  intellect ; that  from 
hence  were  the  vast  accomplishments  and  the  brilliant  fancy  of  Cicero, 
the  withering  fire  of  Juvenal;  the  plastic  imagination  of  Dante;  the 
humor  of  Cervantes;  the  comprehension  of  Bacon;  the  wit  of  Butler: 
the  supreme  and  universal  excellence  of  Shakspeare?  All  the  triumphs 
of  truth  and  genius  over  prejudice  and  power,  in  every  country  and  in 
every  age,  have  been  the  triumphs  of  Athens.  Wherever  a few  great 
minds  have  made  a stand  against  violence  and  fraud,  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  reason,  there  has  been  her  .spirit  in  the  midst  of  them;  in- 
.spiring,  encouraging,  consoling; — by  the  lonely  lamp  of  Erasmus  ; by 
the  restless  bed  of  Pascal;  in  the  tribune  of  Mirabeau  ; in  tlie  coll  of 
Galileo  ; on  the  scaffold  of  Sydney.  But  who  shall  estimate  her  influ- 
ence on  private  happiness?  Who  shall  saj'' how  many  thousands  have 
been  made  wiser,  happier,  and  better  by  those  pursuits  in  which  she  lias 
taught  mankind  to  engage  ; to  how  many  the  studies  which  took  their 
rise  from  her  have  been  wealth  in  poverty — libcrtx’  in  bondage — health 
in  sickness — society  in  solitude.  Her  power  is  indeed  manifold  at  the 
bar,  in  the  Senate;  in  the  field  of  battle;  in  the  schools  of  [)hilosopliy. 
But  these  are  not  her  glory.  Wherever  literature  consoles  sorrow  or 
assuages  pain — wherever  it  brings  gladness  to  eyes  which  fail  with 
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wakefulness  and  tears,  and  ache  for  the  dark  house  and  tlie  long  sleep — 
there  is  exhibited,  in  its  noblest  form,  the  immortal  influence  of 
Athens.” 

The  streams  that  flow  tlirough  all  our  habits  of  thought  and  action 
have  their  origin  in  this  perpetual  fountain  ; “ fresh  in  eternal  youth,  ex- 
empt from  mutability  and  decay,  immortal  as  the  intellectual  principle 
from  which  they  derived  their  origin,  and  over  which  they  e.xercise  their 
control.”  Shall  we  that  have  freely  received  not  freely  give?  ' 

We  hold  as  a selfevident  truth,  that  the  blind,  instead  of  finding  in 
their  defect  a barrier  to  these  pure  and  lofty  incentives  to  great  thoughts 
and  noble  deeds,  plead  imperatively  that  their  intellectual  eyes  shall  be 
opened  to  the  enjoyments,  the  strength  and  the  vigor  that  three  thou- 
sand years  of  Civilization  have  found  in  intellectual  pursuits.  If  they 
may  not  perfectly  rise  to  these  great  heights,  they  should  be  aidetl  and 
encouraged  to  rise  far  above  a state  of  helpless  dependence — far  above 
the  degrading  and  demoralizing  influences  that  are  essentially  a part  of 
that  state.  Of  themselves  they  cannot  make  a pool  of  Siloam,  but  the 
Commonwealth  has  enacted  the  part  of  Shallum  and  repaired  the  walls 
of  the  pool.  For  these  reasons  we  gladly  give  our  time,  our  labor  and 
care,  to  every  feasible  method  of  instructing  the  blind  asfullyas  possible, 
in  everything  that  may  be  useful  to  them  in  enlarging,  invigorating,  and 
clearing  their  intellectual  powers;  in  fitting  them  for  the  duties  of  citi- 
zenship in  their  largest  scope.  One  of  the  ablest,  most  learned  and  most 
useful  members  of  the  British  Parliament  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  is  a blind  man — Professor  Henry  Fawcett.  When  his  father 
was  lamenting  the  loss  of  his  son’s  sight,  the  sufferer  said ; “ Rejoice  with 
me  that  my  health  is  unimpaired,  my  purpose  still  strong,  and  my  spirit 
as  cheerful  as  ever.”  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  acre.  Amon£r 
the  great  thinkers  of  Great  Britain  he  is  now  recognized  as  the  first. 
He  holds  the  chair  of  Political  Economy  in  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
and  as  a teacher  and  an  author  on  the  subject  of  Political  Economy  he 
is  well  nigh  unrivaled.  His  manual  on  the  subject  is  the  text-book  in 
many  colleges.  He  is  the  companion  of  Sir  Charles  iJilke,  Auberon 
Herbert,  and  P.  W.  Taylor,  and  they  are  the  leaders  of  that  i)olitical 
party  called  the  advanced  liberals.  When  John  Bright  left  the  leader- 
ship of  the  independent  benches  for  a cabinet  position,  this  blind  man 
was' fully  recognized  as  the  most  worthy  for  the  place.  His  works  on 
” The  British  Laborer,”  on  “ Poor  Laws  anil  Pauirerism,”  on  ■'  Pauperism, 
its  Causes  and  Remedies,” and  on  “National  I'lducation,”  have  scarcely 
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' ever  been  equaled.  He  i,s  confcsscclly  the  first  man  in  point  of  ability 
now  in  tlic  British  Parliament.  Blackwood’s  magazine  for  August,  1875, 
in  a ''Review  of  the  Session,”  with  a hatred -for  everything  but  intense 
Toryism,  in  speaking  of  the  debates  of  the  session,  says:  “ While  on  the 
, other  side,  Mr  Fawcett  is  perhaps  the  only  member  of  the  Opposition 

].  who  may  be  said  in  any  way  to  have  improved  his  position.”  No  eye 

■ as  readily  lays  open  a sham  in  reforming  abuses,  as  that  of  ‘‘the  blind 

statesman  of  England  ; ” no  one  so  readily  " detects  the  softly  sheathed 
: -Sting,”  no  one  is  more  clear  and  triumphant  in  his  warnings  against  de- 

* ceitfu!  pretences  for  helping  the  feeble  against  the  strong.  The  world 

► will  not  lose  by  multiplying  crops  of  such  men. 

We  have  in  former  reports  given  accounts  of  many  blind  men  ; some 
^ of  whom  filled  stations  of  high  responsibility  ; others  .successfully  con- 
ducted business  of  an  intricate  character;  of  othe.rs  who  were  successful 
in  various  departments  of  art,  and  of  various  pursuits  successfully  man- 
aged.  They  serve  to  show  how  nearly  the  educated  and  trained  blind 
h'  can  make  the  sense  of  touch  fulfill  many  of  the  purposes  of  vision. 

Plyen  to  the  seeing  touch  is  a faculty  of  the  highest  importance  as  an 
■■  aid  to  perfectness  .of  sight.  Touch  has  much  to  do  in  distinguishing 
relations  of  space,  and  ‘‘has  the  special  power  of  judging  of  all  matter 
within  reach,  at  once  as  to  resistance,  volume,  and  weight.”  It  is,  as 
Helmholtz  says;  ‘‘limited,  and  the  distinction  it  can  make  between 
small  distances  is  not  nearly  so  accurate  as  sight.  Vet  the  sense  of 
touch  is  sufficient,  as  experiments  upon  persons  born  blind  have  proved, 
^ to  develop  complete  notions  of  space.”  He  adds:  ‘‘ We  are  continually 
controlling  and  correcting  the  notions  of  locality  derived  from  the  eye 
^ by  the  help  of  the  sense  of  touch,  and  always  accept  the  impressions  of 
the  latter  sense  as  decisive.  The  two  senses,  which  really  have  the 
j same  task,  though  with  different  m'cans  of  accomplishing  it,  happily 

^ supply  each  other's  deficiencies.  Touch  is  a trustworthy  and  experi- 

diced  servant,  but  cnjo)'S  only  a limited  range.”  Our  labors  in  train- 
1>  ing  the  blind  arc  founded  upon  these  philosophical  truths;  experience 
^ and  study  have  enabled  those  who  apply  them  to  clei'ate  the  sense  of 
touch  among  the  educated  blind  to  a position  far  above  that  of  an  ‘‘ex- 
pcricnccd  servant  ” — in  fact,  to  that  of  an  intelligent  guide  and  conductor, 
a constantly  whispering  .angel  of  light.  We  successfully  strive  to  .so 
r train  the  sen.se  of  touch,  that  it  may  make  amends  for  the  los.s  of  si.ght. 

The  printed  material  for  the  u.sc  of  the  blind  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  in  the  past  few  years,  and  wc  know  of  no  pupils  th.at  find 
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ffrc.itcr  enjoyment  in  literature  than  tlic  blind.  Tlic  American  Printing 
llou.se  for  the  Pliiul,  created  by  tlie  State  of  Kentucky,  and  Iiaving  the 
co-operation  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Ohio,  and 
Missouri,  has  printed  a large  number  of  books,  the  selection  of  which 
was  made,  to  a great  e.xtcnt,  under  the  advice  of  the  Principals  of  the 
Blind  Schools  of  the  country.  Through  inventions  of  Mr.  Iluntoon, 
who  is  the  Superintendent  of  this  School,  and  Manager  of  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  facilities  for  suppK'ing  the  blind  with 
useful  books  have  been  largely  multiplied,  p'or  instance,  the  cost  of 
reprinting  any  of  our  books,  when  the  demand  was  beyond  the  supply, 
was  so  great  that  it  amounted  in  many  cases  to  a prohibition.  The 
invention  of  Mr.  Huntoon  enables  him  to  .stereotype  from'  the  j)aper 
page,  at  a cost  not  exceeding  ten  c mts  a page.  Previous  to  this  impor- 
tant invention,  the  cost  of  stereotyping  was  about  five  dollars  a page. 
Mr.  Huntoon’s  invention  .saves  the  cost  of  type-setting,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  House  for  the  blind  arc  able  to  reprint  books  for  the  blind 
at  a charge  but  little  beyond  the  cost  of  paper,  press  work,  and  bind- 
ing. This  is  one  of  the  most  complete  inventions  ever  made  in  print- 
ing for  the  blind;  but  this  is  only  one  of  many  inventions  made  by  Mr. 
Huntoon  for  facilitating  the  teaching  of  the  blind. 

1 be  cards  by  which  the  blind  arc  taught  to  write,  and  with  which 
they  write  le.s.sons,  compositions,  letters.  See.,  cost,  for  single  cards,  from 
eighteen  to  thirty-six  cents.  The  Managers  of  the  American  Printing 
House  are  able  to  furnish  them,  according  to  quality,  at  eight  cents 
for  thc'fincst,  and  four  cents  for  those  less  finely  finished. 

The  teaching  of  mathematics,  a .science  for  which  many  blind  pupils 
show  a great  aptitude,  and  an  understanding  of  which  is  to  them  of 
inestimable  value,  was  beset  with  almost  insurmountable  difficult)',  until 
Mr.  Huntoon  devised  a black  board,  on  which  blind  pupils  make  their 
diagrams  for  the  solution  of  mathematical  problems.  The  blind  principal 
of  the  greatest  blind  school  in  England  declared,  while  in  Louisville,  that 
the  finding  of  that  bl.ack-board  for  the  blind,  would  have  remunerated 
him  for  his  journey  from  England,  even  though  that  had  been  the  sole 
result.  He  had  one  manufactured  in  Loui.sville  for  the  blind  school  in 
London.  I'rom  an  ample  knowledge  of  what  we  are  speaking- about, 
we  arc  .satisfied  that  there  is  not  a blind  .school  anywhere  that  excels  the 
Kentucky  Institution  in  facilities  for  imparling  instruction  to  the  blind. 
Iherc  is  not  a “seeing”  school  in  the  worhl  that  has  maps  that  even 
approach  the  e.xcellcnce  of  those  made  by  the  Sujierintcndent  of  the 
Ivcntucky  School  for  the  Blind,  for  the  pupils  under  his  charge. 
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W e (irc  constrained,  from  an  imperative  sense  of  duty,  to  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  the  State  authorities  the  necessity  of  legislativ'c  action 
in  aid  of  our  conscientious  desire  for  increasing  the  number  of  the 
pupils  in  the  school.  Iventucky  has,  even  under  the  grossly  inaccurate 
reports  of  the  census  of  1870,  only  seven  per  cent,  of  her  blind  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  this  school.  Kansas  has  40  per  cent,  of 
her  blind,  under  instruction;  Iowa  has  22  per  cent.  Some  of  the 
States  are  considerably  below  the  per  centage  of  Kentucky.  Georgia 
has  only  per  cent,  of  her  blind  at  school;  Mississippi,  Louisiara, 
Tennessee,  and  Texas,  each  has  only  5 per  cent.  But  terrible  as  the 
revelations  of  the  census  of  1870  are,  we  are  satisfied  that,  in  some 
very  important  particulars,  they  are  not  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  below 
the  actual  facts.  For  example,  the  census  for  Kew  Jersey  reports  the 
ratio  of  one  blind  person  to  285.8  seeing  persons;  in  New  York,  one  in 
19S0;  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  1999.  But  a legislative  commission 
appointed  by  New  Jersey  to  investigate  the  census  tables  on  this  sub- 
ject demonstrates  their  fallacies.  Those  tables  reported,  as  the  number 
of  “defectives  of  all  classes,"  for  New  Jersey,  985,  while  the  legislative 
commission  ascertained  that  the  number  amounts  to  2,100,  of  which  600 
were  blind. 

If  the  people  everywhere  were  properly  awake  to  the  necessity  of 
educating  the  blind,  if  they  should  ever  realize  that  education  of  the 
blind  is  not  only  a boon  to  the  blind,  but  to  the  Commonwealth,  as  they 
easily  could  by  patient,  dutiful,  and  faithful  investigation,  these  per 
centages  of  which  we  have  spoken,  instead  of  being  meagre,  would  rise 
to  a proper  amplitude.  If  there  were  less  namby-pamby  pity  for  the 
blind,  and  a faithful  recognition  of  duty  toward  these  “defectives,”  and 
toward  the  Commonwealth,  the  blind  and  the  State  would  reap  vast 
benefits.  Mr.  C.  D.  Deshler,  in  an  able  paper  on  “The  Defective 
Classes,”  says:  “We  meet  a sad-faced  blind  child,  and  the  tender 
w'oman  by  our  side  exclaims,  ‘Poor  thing!’  We  also  echo,  ‘How 
sad?’  and  pas.s  on.  We  have  paid  our  tribute  of  pity  to  a depth  of 
woe  that  we  could  not  comprehend,  and  which  we  did  nothing  to  alle- 
viate or  cure.”  What  a shame,  a burning  sliame  it  is,  tliat  the  world  is- 
too  abundantly  supplied  with  just  such  pity  as  Mr.  Deshler  describes, 
instead  of  that  sense  of  duty  which  every  one  should  recognize  ns  an 
essential  condition  of  life.  Mr.  Deshler  adds  to  this  description  this 
statement : “ As  is  the  individual,  so  also  is  the  Commonwealth ; for  the 
individual  is  society  in  miniature.  The  neighborhood,  the  municipality. 
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the  State,  the  nation,  take  their  line  from  tlie  units  wlio  compose  tlicm. 
If  the  people  allow  their  pity  to  exhale  in  momentary  sensations  of 
sympathy,  or  restrict  it  to  loquacious  displays  of  compassion,  the  State 
will  be  moved  by  superficial  emotion  only.  If  the  i)eoplc  make  no 
selfdenying  efforts  to  alleviate  or  remedy  distress,  the  State  will  solace 
itself  by  a partial  or  imperfect  performance  of  its  duty,  and,  like  its  con- 
stituent unit,  will  complacently  refer  to  the  little  that  it  has  done  as  an 
e.xcuse  for  the  much  that  it  has  left  undone,  hiding  from  its  mountain  of 
obligation  behind  its  mole  hill  of  performance.  * >!=  4:  _f\nd 

thus  It  happens  that  these  few  noble  institutions,  with  their  hundreds 
only  of  inmates,  stand  before  and  hide  from  our  eyes  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands who  are  distributed  over  the  land  without  care  and  protection.” 
We  know  that  these  cares  must  cost  something,  but  it  is  also  true  that  a 
people  may  be  grievously  injured  in  their  pro.sperity  by  a foolish  saving 
that  entails  more  expense  than  the  amount  saved.  Only  that  State  is 
poor  that  cannot  discharge  its  duties,  that  cannot  mend  its  social  evils 
or /vert  coming  perils.  That  is  ruinous  economy  that  nourishes  growing 
itrbubles  because  it  costs  something  to  prevent  or  remove  them.” 

We  speak  of  these  things  because  they  should  form  a part  of  the 
thoughts  that  must  be  devoted  to  an  c.xamination  of  duties,  and  to  in- 
quiries as  to  their  performance.  They  are  not  intended  as  complaints 
against  the  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth.of  Kentucky.  They  have, 
with  great  liberality  and  an  enlightened  Judgment,  performed  their  duties 
toward  the  blind  children  of  the  .State,  in  providing  means  for  their 
care,  education,  and  training.  But  there  is  remissness  in  duties  toward 
the  blind,  not  by  the  law-making  power,  but  on  the  part  of  the  assessors, 
who  are  required  by  law  to  report  all  cases  of  blindness  in  their  respect- 
ive counties.  Ihis  duty  is  greatly  neglected.  The  returns  thus  made 
arc  in  some  instances  absurd.  In  one  year  there  was  reported  for  one 
county  fifty  one  cases  of  blindness.  In  another  county,  containing  more 
than  twenty  times  the  population  of  the  ” blind  ” county,  only  one  case 
was  reported.  It  is  due  to  the  Commonwealth  and’  to  its  representa- 
tives in  managing  this  School  for  the  Blind,  that  accurate  knowledge  as 
to  the  numbers  of  blind  in  each  county  shall  be  obtained.  The  very 
best  economy  for  the  proper  care  of  the  blind  is  e.xhibited  in  eilucating 
them.  Ihis,  and  only  this;  can  the  .State  do  for  their  elevation  from  the 
class  of  helple.ss  dependents,  to  that  nobility  that  consists  in  honest  ef- 
forts to  make  a livelihood — by  making  the  hands  minister  to  the  sup- 
port of  their  owners.  In  a large  number  of  instances  we  have  known 
this  to  be  done  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Kentucky  School  for 
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the  Blind,  Hence  our  earnest  and  assiduous  efforts  to  instruct  and 
train  the  blind  pupils  as  nearly  as  po.ssible  as  we  should  instruct  and 
train  pupils  that  are  not  defective  in  any  of  their  senses.  In  view  of 
these  truths,  it  is  evident  that  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  blind 
children  of  the  State  that  can  be  placed  under  the  influences  of  this 
school,  the  larger  will  be  the  amount  of  good  conferred  on  the  blind 
and  upon  the  Commonwealth.  We  should  rejoice  if  we  could  succeed 
in  bestowing  on  every  blind  child  in  the  State,  capable  of  receiving 
them,  all  the  blessings  that  the  enlightened  philanthropy  of  Kentucky 
has  liberally  provided  for  them. 

We  have  urged  upon  the  legislative  authorities  the  necessity  of  a law 
for  the  grant  of  mileage  to  all  blind  pupils  who  should  be  in  the  school, 
but  whose  necessities  prevent  them  from  commanding  the  means  for  con- 
veying them  from  their  homes  to  the  school.  A law  of  this  kind,  care- 
fully guarded  in  its  provisions,  passed  the  Senate.  It  should  pass  the 
House  without  a dissenting  voice,  and  will  undoubtedly  receive  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Governor.  This  will  materially  aid  us  in  gathering  pupils 
into  the  school,  and  with  that  the  work  of  improvement  begins,  an  im- 
provement alike  beneficial  to  the  pupils  and  to  the  State. 

Another  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  blind  and  to  the  State 
should  invoke  legislative  attention.  We  cannot  present  this  important 
matter  in  more  expressive  terms,  except  in  a single  emendation,  than 
we  used  in  our  report  to  His  Excellency,  Governor  Leslie,  in  the  An- 
nual Report  made  December  yth,  1874,  as  the  la-,v  required,  but  which 
was  not  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly,  as  it  did  not  meet  last 
winter.  We  then  said  : “ While  the  State  makes  ample  provision  for  en- 
abling blind  children  to  become  well  educated,  and  for  training  them 
into  habits  of  self-supporting  measures,  some  of  the  counties  permit 
money  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  families  of  blind  children,  as  an 
aid  tow'ard  taking  care  of  them.  We  do  not  know  of  an}-  family  in  the 
State  that  can  take  such  care  of  blind  children  ; that  can  improve  and 
equip  them  for  a useful  life,  to  such  a degree  of  permanent  excellence,  as 
the  School  for  the  Blind  can.  In  many  instances,  these  pitiful  allow- 
ances work  grievou.sly  to  the  detriment  of  the  blind  children,  by  not  only 
depriving  them  of  all  the  benefits  the  State  has  provided  for  them,  but 
by  furnishing  them  means  to  become  hopeless,  helpless,  ignorant  pau- 
pers. We  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Lcgi.slaturc  will  devise  measures 
for  prohibiting  everything  of  this  kind  in  all  cases  of  blind  children  capa- 
ble of  being  taught  in  the  Asylum  for  Educating  the  Blind.  In  urging 
upon  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  the  ordamment  of  laws  for 
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increasing  tlic  number  of  pupils  in  the  Ihiiul  Scliool,  we  are  carryin<r 
forward  the  interests  of  the  responsibilities  conferred  on  us  as  guardians 
of  the  blinil  children  of  the  State.  ]f  there  were  double  the  number  of 
pupils  in  the  school,  this  would  be  very  far  from  doubling  the  expen.ses 
of  the  Institution,  to  say  nothing  of  the  universally  recognized  truth, 
that  eveiy  community  is  benefited  b)-  the  conversion  of  a drone  into  an 
honest  and  useful  worker;  by  changing  the  life  of  a mere  consumer  into 
tliat  of  a meritorious  jwoducer.  We  see  so  many  successful  instances 
in  the  Blind  School  of  these  beneficences,  that  we  cannot  fail  to  be- 
come fully  conscious  of  the  vast  utility  of  this  Institution— a conscious- 
ness whicli  we  feel  an  imperative  duty  upon  us  to  impress  on  all  others 
as  thoroughly  as  we  can.  If,  as  Gnnmissioners  of  the  Blind  School, 
we  were  governed  by  selfish  motives,  we  should  be  careless  about  filling 
it  with  pupils,  for  it  should  be  self-evident  to  every  thinker,  that  an 
increase  of  the  number  ol  pu[)ils  increases  our  cares,  oui»  solicitude, 
responsibilities,  and  labors.  But  that  sense  of  duty  that  has  hitherto 
induced  us  to  industriously  emjiloy  all  proper  means  for  extending  the 
blessings  of  its  educational  powers  to  every  blind  chihl  that  we  can  hear 
of  or  reach  in  the  State,  is  our  only  incentive  in  this." 

While  we  thus  plead  the  cause  of  the  blind  that  are  cared  for  by  the 
State,  we  are  painfully  conscious  that  there  is  a large  class  of  those 
worth)  objects  of  State  beneficence,  who  are-not  the  subjects  of  any 
useful  care.  It  W'ould  probably  be  impossible  to  refer  to  any  documents 
on  which  less  reliance  maybe  placed,  than  the  tables  of  the  national 
census.  That  of  1870  is  not  any  improvement  in  accuracy  upon  its 
predecessors.  But  even  in  its  crotchety  figures  w^e  may  find  distressing 
facts.  The  returns  show,  according  to  Mr.  Deshler,  that  "there  arc  in 
the  United  States  twenty  six  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  with 
3,061  inmates;  seven  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind  combined, 
with  657  inmates;  nineteen  for  the  blind,  with  1,433  inmates;  and  seven 
for  the  feeble  minded  (idiots  and  imbecile.s).  with  686  inmates— a total  of 
fifty  nine  institutions  and  5,837  inmates.  By  the  same  authority,  there 
arc  in  the  States  where  thc.se  institutions  are  located  12,178  deaf  and 
dumb  persons.  4,591  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind  combined. 
14,725  wdio  are  blind,  and  10,578  who  are  feeble-minded — or  a total  of 
42,072,  showing  that  in  the  States  wdiich  have  institutions  for  the  care  of 
these  defectives  less  tlian  fourteen  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  are 
cared  for,  the  number  provided  for  being  5,837,  and  the  number  uncarcil 
for  36,235.  A further  analysis  of  the.se  statistics  shows  that  in  the  same 
States  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  tlic  deaf  and  dumb,  fifteen  per  cent. 
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of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  combined,  eleven  per  cent,  of  the  blind, 
and  seven  per  cent,  of  the  feeble-minded,  are  cared  for. 

These  may  well  be  termed  distressing  facts,  and  it  is  a part  of  the 
duty  assigned  to  us  by  the  Commonwealth  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
enlarge  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  receipt  of  the  State’s  provident 
care,  and  to  exert  ourselves  assiduously  toward  the  great  reduction  of 
the  numbers  of  the  blind  for  whom  no  proper  care  is  manifested.  We 
should  be  unw'orthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  were  we  to  fail  to  make 
all  proper  exertions  toward  this  great  public  interest.  He  must  reason 
very  indifferently,  who  supposes  that  the  provisions  made  for  educating 
and  training  the  blind,  are  useful  only  to  the  blind  pupils  who  receive 
the  direct  benefits.  The  indirect  results  to  society  and  to  the  Common- 
wealth are  very  large  factors,  that  should  never  be  neglected,  in  esti- 
mates founded  upon  the  difference  between  pauperism  enforced  by 
neglect,  and  the  prevention  of  pauperism  among  the  helpless  blind,  by 
teaching  them  self-respect,  by  rousing  and  inspiring  their  intellects,  and 
by  teaching  them  and  training  them  in  useful  pursuits  that  enable  them 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  These  are  gratifications  beyond  price  to 
those  of  us  who  have  gratuitously  devoted  a large  portion  of  our  lives 
to  the  welfare  of  the  blind  pupils  of  Kentucky.  The  other  side,  the 
inevitable  side  of  the  picture,  is  almost  too  dark  to  look  upon.  It  has 
been  said,  and  sad  experience  bears  testimony  to  its  truth:  “The  lot  of 
such  of  our  defectives  as  are  not  provided  for  in  institutions  has  no  alle- 
viating feature.  Instead  of  being  improved  cither  physically,  mentally, 
or  morally,  they  are  rapidly  and  inevitably  gravitating  lower  and  lower  in 
the  scale  of  humanity.  While  they  are  undergoing  the  swift  process  of 
degradation,  they  are  subjected  to  w'ant,  suffering,  pitiless  exposure,  and 
shameful  outrage.  They  are  rendered  forever  incapable  of  contributing 
to  their  self-support,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  must  become  a public 
charge.  Especially  pitiable  is  the  case  of  the  large  body  of  the  feeble- 
minded. A great  proportion  of  these  are  scattered  among  alms-houses, 
filthy,  diseased,  untaught,  and  unkempt,  and  in  many  cases  they  are 
treated  w'ith  shocking  indifference,  or  still  more  shocking  indignity  and 
even  cruelty.  Others  are  left  in  the  normal  care  of  ignorant  or  heartless 
relatives,  to  wdiom  they  are  a burden  and  shame,  and  by  whom,  from 
want  of  knowledge,  or  means,  or  feeling,  they  are  permitted  to  sink  to 
a level  low'cr  than  that  of  the  beasts.  As  a whole,  this  multitude  ot 
defectives  are  a blot  upon  our  civilization,  a reproach  against  our  enlight- 
enment and  Christianity,  an  indignity  against  humanity,  and  a shame  to 
our  States  and  people.  These  sightless  eyes,  deaf  ears,  mute  tongues, 
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55**^"-^^  work,  that  tlie  discovery  of  as  perfect  an  automatic  ten- 

and  impotent  brains,  are  a perpetual  wittiess  against  us  before  God  and 
our  own  consciences  ; and  hereafter  we  cannot  relieve  ourselves  of  our 
responsibility  by  pleading  ignorance  of  the  facts.” 

We  have  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  .some  portions  of  these 
disagreeable  features  among  some  of  those  who  spend  their  vacations 
at  home,  but  especially  among  some  of  the  new  pupils.  Their  physical 
frames  often  show  as  much  the  want  of  proper  care,  judgment,  and 
management  as  their  minds.  Under  the  healthful  induences  of  the 
[ school,  through  the  hygienic  measures  resorted  to,  care  in  diet  and  good 
training,  many  serious  forms  of  physical  suffering  soon  begin  to  improve. 
The  difference  which  is  annually  obvious  to  us  in  the  physical  and  mental 
condition  of  blind  pupils  at  the  beginning  of  a ses.sion  and  at  its  close  is 
so  great  that  we  often  wish  that  they  could  enjoy  the  fenial  influences  of 
the  school  the  entire  year.  Our  Institution  annually  shows  through  its 
pupils,  that  which  was  seen  by  a member  of  the  legislative  commission 
of  New  Jersey,  appointed  to  survey  a field  somewhat  similar  to  that  in 
our  charge:  that  “ hcalthfulness,  happiness,  and  intelligence,  are  eloquent 
witnesses  for  the  patient  and  effective  training,  and  the  tender  and 
affectionate  oversight  of  tliose  who  have  them  in  charge.  They  are 
healthy,  animated,  playful,  gay-hearted,  and  manifest  a quickness  of 
perception  and  a degree  of  intelligence  that  would  be  creditable  to 
children  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  faculties.”  These  are  not  mute 
appeals,  as  they  address  themselves  to  our  observation  of  the  pupils  in 
the  State  Blind  School.  They  cogently  say  to  us,  that  while  all  ‘‘the 
defective  classes,”  the  mute,  the  blind,  and  the  feeble-minded,  deserve  the 
provident  care  of  the  Commonwealth,  none  of  them  give  better  returns 
for  that  care  than  the  blind  pupils.  The  mass  of  them  are  assiduous  in 
study;  they  have  promptly  responded  to  the  increa.sed  facilities  for 
learning  that  the  Superintendent  has  invented  for  them,  and  to  the  care- 
ful and  devoted  labors  of  their  teachers,  all  of  whom  are  earnestly  alive 
to  tlie  sacred  duty  intrusted  to  them. 

In  addition  to  literary  and  musical  instruction,  the  girls  are  taught 
the  use  of  the  .sewing  machine.  They  readily  learn  to  thread  the 
needles;  some  of  them  can  take  the  machines  apart,  clean,  oil,  and  put 
them  together  again.  The  new  machine  with  automatic  tension,  of 
Wilco.x  & Gibbs,  is  so  thoroughly  adapted  to  the  blind,  that  it  looks  as 
' though  it  was  invented  especially  for  them.  The  tension  has  so  much 
' to  do  with  success  in  the  use  of  the  machine,  with  the  integrity  and  c.\-  - 
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sion  as  this,  is  a discovery  scarcely,  if  any,  inferior  to  the  invention  of 
the  sewing  machine.  In  addition  to  this  great  improvement,  this  new 
machine  of  Wilcox  & Gibbs  has  stamped  on  the  cloth  plate  a table  that 
shows  the  proper  size  of  needle  and  length  of  stitch  for  each  size  of 
cotton  or  silk.  To  the  left  of  this  “stamped  table"  is  a slot  surrounded 
by  a .shield.  A handle  moves  a cylinder,  on  the  surface  of  which  are 
the  various  numbers  indicating  the  “stitches  to  the  inch,”  and  the 
handle  is  to  be  moved  until  the  required  number  appears  in  the  slot. 
The  machine  is  now  ready  for  work,  and 'by  attention  to  the  “stamped 
table ” and  the  slot,  “good  and  durable  work  is  secured.”  For  example ; 
if  No.  70  thread  is  to  be  used,  the  table  shows  that  the  No.  2 needle  is 
required,  and  this  makes  22  stitches  to  the  inch.  The  handle  of  the 
stitch  regulator  is  turned  then  until  22  appears  in  the  slot,  and  in  this 
way  other  automatic  powers  than  that  named  for  the  tension  regulate 
the  working  of  the  machine.  If  cotton  thread  No.  lOO  is  used,  the 
“table”  shows  that  the  needle  required  is  No.  i,  and  this  gives  27 
stitches  to  the  inch.  The  cylinder  in  the  slot  is  turned  until  27  comes 
into  the  opening,  and  this  form  of  work  is  thus  secured.  We  have 
seen  the  work  done  by  all  the  machines,  and  we  have  never  seen  that  of 
this  new  machine  surpassed  ; and  no  other  machine  equals  it  in  secur- 
ing uniform  good  and  durable  work.  This  is  not  left  to  the 'imperfection 
of  judgments,  but  is  regulated  by  the  perfectness  of  machinery. 

At  the  request  of  this  Board  of  Commissioners,  the  inventor  of  the 
great  improvements  in  the  Wilcox  & Gibbs  sewing  machine  has  perfect- 
ed a method  by  which  the  inventions  we  have  described  for  the  use  of 
the  “seeing”  are  made  equally  accessible  to  the  blind.  Ihe  regulation 
of  the  cylinder  in  the  slot,  aids  in  regulating  the  tension  and  the  selec- 
tion of  the  needle.  To  the  blind  the  numerical  condition  of  the  cylin- 
der is  given  through  the  ear.  By  the  use  of  a small  lever  the  blind  gill 
can  tell  perfectly  w'hen  the  machine  is  set  for  making  the  desired  number 
of  stitches  to  the  inch  and  the  size  of  the  ncedjc  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose. If  twenty  stitches  to  the  inch  are  desired,  the  little  lever  is  drawn 
forward  until  five  clicks  are  sounded;  if  twenty-two  stitches  to  the  inch 
are  preferred,  six  clicks  arc  sounded,  and  the  machine  is  prepared  for  that 
number  of  stitches ; thus  the  clicking  gives  to  the  blind  girl  information 
given  to  the  seeing  girl  by  the  figures  seen  on  the  cylinder.  This  ver\- 
in.renious  and  perfect  invention  will  prove  a great  blessing  to  blind  sew- 
ing girls.  For  their  use,  the  difference,  in  many  respects,  between  this 
improved  machine  and  other  sewing  machines,  is  almost  as  great  as  the 
difference  between  raised  letters  and  ordinary  print  for  the  literary 
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instruction  of  the  blind.  As  this  valuable  invention  was  made  at  our 
lequest,  we  feel  that  this  acknowleilgment  of  the  service  is  due  to  the 
succe.ssful  and  meritorious  inventor. 

In  our  report  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  made  7th  of 
December,  1874,  iivthe  absence  of  a .session  of  the  General  Assembly', 
we  fully  reported  the  nece.ssity  of  c.'cpcnditures  for  the  construction  of 
two  flues  on  the  outside  of  the  building,  for  the  successful  working  of 
the  apparatus  for  the  heating  the  building  by  steam.  For  information 
on  this  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  School  for  the  Blind,  we 
respectfully'  refer  to  that  report. 

To  Professor  J.  M.  Bodine,  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  we  are  indebted  for  the  successful  e.xtirpation  of  a 
diseased  eyeball  from  one  of  the  girl  pupils  and  his  e.xcellent  attentions 
to  the  case.  And  we  cordially  thank  Dr.  C.  S.  Fenner,  a distinguished 
oculist  of  Louisville,  for  the  gift  and  fitting  of  an  artificial  eye  to  the 
pupil  on  whom  Professor  Bodine  performed  the  operation  of  extirpa- 
tion. 

The  Commissioners  are  thankful  to  Messrs.  Powers  and  Weightman, 
of  Philadelphia,  the  distinguished  manufacturers  of  Pharmaceutical 
picparations,  for  a liberal  supply  of  sulphate  of  Cinchojiidia,  one  of  the 
alkaloids  of  Peruvian  bark.  Its  use  among  the  sick  pupils  has  been  at- 
tended with  very  successful  and  gratifying  results. 

The  Commissioners  gratefully  acknowledge  the  continued  courtesies 
of  the  Editors  of  the  Courier-Journal,  the  Daily  Commercial,  and 
Dwight’s  Journal  of  Music,  in  furnishing  the  school,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pupils,  copies  of  their  papers. 

The  Institution  is  greatly^  in  need  of  a new  stable.  The  present 
building  is  liable  to  fall  at  any'  time,  and  it  has  been  repaired  from  year 
to  year  until  it  can  scarcely  hold  any  new  repairs.  For  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  we  can  build  a stable  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the 
Institution;  a stable  that  will  endure  as  long  as  the  school  building  itself. 
We  have  borne  with  the  present  tumbling-down  stable  because  there  were 
other  things  of  a more  pressing  character  needed  for  the  school.  The  old 
frame  building  has  ov'er-lived  its  time  through  the  aid  of  numerous  efforts 
at  staying  its  weak  places;  but  there  is  no  longer  strength  enough  in  the 
decayed  timbers  to  receive  aid  from  props  or  repairs.  It  w.as  built  of 
wood,  and  should  not  be  confided  in  any  longer.  We  may  be  able  to 
use  a portion  of  a new  building  for  the  workshop  in  w'hich  the  boy's 
receive  instruction  in  those  kinds  of  handicraft  that  arc  to  fit  them  for 
earning  a livelihood. 
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The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  fully  confirmed  the  members  of 
this  Board  in  the  opinion  we  expressed  in  our  report  to  the  General 
Assembly  on  the  workings  of  the  new  law  that  devised  new  regulations 
for  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  State.  In  its  bearings  upon  the 
Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  it  does  not  possess  the  advantages  of  the 
old  system  that  had  been  successfully  employed  for  a period  of  over 
thirty  years.  That  new  law,  in  calling  this  school  an  asylum,  gives  us  a 
o-reat  deal  of  trouble,  without  even  the  semblance  of  a benefit.  This 
Blind  School  does  not  possess  a farm,  and  its  pupils  cannot  labor  upon 
even  the  small  portion  of  land  that  we  can  appropriate  to  cultivation. 
The  farms  connected  with  the  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School  may  be  profitably  managed,  because  the  inmates  may  work  upon 
them;  but  this  cannot  be  expected  of  blind  pupils.  Nor  can  we  per- 
ceive the  advantage  of  having  a steward  with  a salary  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  performance  of  duties  that  can  be  thoroughly  discharged 
by  the  members  of  this  commission,  without  any  charge  therefor.  For 
the  benefit  of  the  school  _we  pray  that  the  law,  naming  this  Institution 
an  Asylum,  and  providing  for  it  a steward  at  a salary  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  be  repealed,  and  that  all  the  restrictions  respecting  disbursements 
shall  remain  in  full  force  and  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners. We  have  the  custody  of  the  fund.  We  regard  it  as  a sacred 
trust,  confided  to  us  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  we  watch  over  it  with 
at  least  equal  care  with  that  we  exercise  over  our  personal  interests. 
Holding  as  we  do  that  all  improvident  or  negligent  expenditures  of  this 
fund  are  that  much  taken  from  the  blind,  we,  by  all  the  means  known  to 
us,  exercise  the  most  rigorous  economy  that  is  consistent  with  the  wel- 
fare of  the  blind  pupils.  Not  a dollar  can  be  drawn  from  this  fund 
without  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  no  bill  is  ever 
ordered  to  be  paid  until  it  has  undergone  the  scrutiny  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

We  herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  Educating  the  Blind,  including  the 
twelve  months  from  November  ist,  1874,  to  November  1st,  1875. 


RKCEII'TS. 

Receipts  from  the  State  Treasurer  (luring  tlie  year 

Received  from  workshop 

j^eccived  from  tuition  of  Tennessee  pupil 

.V'rom  saIc  of  stove 

I'lom  amount  on  hand  at  last  annual  report 

I'roduce  of  the  garden 


$20,362  90 
720  82 
200  00 
2 00 
11,920  10 
212  95 


Total 


$32,418  77 
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KXL’KNDirUKKS. 

Ainouiil  iif  warrants  allowed,  as  shown  in  dcMaii  in  (Quarterly  reports  to  the  Gov- 
ernor   

I’riHluce  of  the  garden 


518,978  70 
212  95 


Total 

liy  Iialance  of  money  subject  to  warrants 


519,191  65 
13.227  12 


Total 


532,418  77 


We  also  adopt,  as  a part  of  this  Report,  the  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent on  the  management  and  condition  of  the  school. 

W'^e  cordially  commend  the  blind  nupils  to  the  fostering  care  of  the 
State  authorities. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

[Sig'ied]  T.  S.  l^FXL,  President, 

WILLIAM  L.  BULLOCK, 

Z.  M.  SUERLIiV, 

W.  N.  UALDKMAN, 
JAMES  HARRISON, 
HENRY  J.  STITES, 
WILLIAM  KENDRICK, 

T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 

GAVIN  H.  COCHRAN. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind : 

Gentlemen:  The  progress  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has 
been  highly  satisfactory.  The  number  of  pupils  that  have  received  in- 


struction during  the  year  is  eighty- 
herewith  given. 

Lilly  Armstrong, 

Nancy  Bates, 

John  Beckman, 

Eflfie  Berry, 

Charles  Bohanon, 

Patrick  R.  Boston, 

Alice  Bradley, 

Harrison  Branch, 

Nannie  Peak  Brown, 

Mathew  Blute, 

Margaret  Carpenter,  - 
Henrietta  Catlett, 

Mary  Cavanaugh, 

William  Clark, 

Winfield  Scott  Clark, 

Neppie  R.  Conway, 

Willis  Daffern, 

Cynthia  Ann  Deaton,  - 
p'rank  P.  Dollins, 

John  M.  Ernst, 

Ada  Etheridge, 

John  Etheridge, 

Annie  Fahy, 

Jeannie  B.  Fitzpatrick, 

Algernon  F.  Flournoy,  - 
Robert  F'ox, 

Charles  P'rederick, 

Belle  Hardin, 


four,  whose  names  and  residences  are 

- Le.xington. 

Grayson  county. 

- Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Louisville, 

Metcalfe  county. 

Louisville. 

Henderson  county. 

- Warsaw. 

Newport. 

- Ohio  county. 

Hopkinsville. 

- Louisvdlle. 

Louisville. 

Muhlenburg  county. 

Versailles. 

- Wayne  county. 

Rockcastle  county. 

Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

- Louisville. 

Louisville. 

- Pulaski  county. 

- Priceville. 

Paducah. 

- Louisville. 

Louisville. 

- McLean  county. 
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Lorenz  Ilausman,  - 
Joseph  T.  Hawkins,  - 
liffie  Hazard, 

J.  William  Heiser 
Mildred  J.  Morrill,  - 
Annie  C.  Homire, 
Josie  Kearns, 

Anna  Hell  Kendall, 
Bridget  Kirwan, 

Mary  Ann  Landis, 
Molly  Lawson, 

Lenora  Lillis, 

Barbara  McKinney, 
John  R.  Magoffin, 
Thos.  Meddis, 

George  M.  Miller, 
Louisa  Monohan,  - 
hhnma  Moorman, 

Noah  B.  Morehcad, 
Pamela  P.  Morehcad. 
Lulie  Morton, 

James  Murray,  - 
15enj.  H.  Myers, 
George  Neville, 

Alice  Parsons,  - 
Delilah  E.  Patton,  - 
Nancy  J.  Porter, 
Elizabeth  Purd)’, 

Helen  May  Purnell,  - 
Rebecca  Roberts,  - 
Mary  E.  Rogers, 
Walter  Saffarans, 
Georgia  Sale, 

Elizabeth  Schafer,  - 
Louis  Schafer, 

Lucy  Scott, 

William  Settle,  - 
James  H.  Shacklctt, 
Nimrod  L.  Shepherd, 


Newport. 

- Bourbon  county. 
Louisville. 

- Newport. 

Daviess  county. 

- Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Hardin  county. 

- P'rankfort. 

Crab  Orchard. 

1 larrodsburg. 
Jefferson  count)-. 
1 lawcsvillc. 
Louisville. 
Hardin  county. 
W^ebstcr  count)-. 
Webster  county. 
Mason  county. 
Louisville. 
Nicholas  count)-. 
Daviess  county. 

- Louisville. 

Ohio  county. 

- Boone  county. 
Daviess  county. 
Maysville. 
Lexington. 
Lexington. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Louisville. 
Louisville, 
l.ouisvillc. 
Princeton. 

Barren  county. 
Meade  count)-. 

- Clifton  count)-. 
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Beverly  Smith, 

Crittenden  county. 

James  Stephens, 

- Wayne  county. 

Elizabeth  Stull, 

Montgomery  county. 

Frederick  Telkammer, 

- Louisville. 

Emile  Trebing, 

Louisville. 

Mary  Alice  Walker,  - 

Louisville. 

Agatha  Weaver, 

Mason  county. 

Jane  Weaver,  - - . 

Mason  county. 

Agnes  Wells  - 

Metcalfe  county. 

Naomi  Wells,  - - - 

Harrodsburg. 

Nannie  Wems, 

Louisville. 

James  Whitty,  - - - 

- Louisville. 

Esther  Arline  Wilhite, 

Lexington, 

John  Williams,  - 

- Johnson  county. 

Ola  Wood, 

Jefferson  county. 

Mary  C.  Wooldridge, 

- Hardin  county. 

Ella  Van  Zandt, 

Elliott  county. 

The  various  branches  of  education  pursued  in  the  school  are  for  the 
most  part  elementary.  The  aim  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  has  been  to 
secure  thoroughness ; and  in  return  for  their  earnestness,  energy,  and 
devotion,  they  have  had  the  pleasure  of  .seeing  a spirit  of  industry  ex- 
cited and  maintained  among  their  pupils.  Arithmetic,  geometry,  his- 
tory, English  composition,  physiology,  geography,  reading,  writing,  and 
spelling  have  been  taught  with  satisfactory  results.  Wherever  it  has 
been  possible,  tangible  apparatus  has  been  used,  and  systematic  efforts 
have  been  made  to  cultivate  and  develop  the  sense  of  touch,  especially 
with  the  younger  pupils.  In  the  study  of  physiology,  the  Auzoux 
models,  purchased  for  the  school,  in  Paris,  by  Prof  Lawrence  Smith, 
and  which  arrived  last  May,  hav'o  been  of  invaluable  service;  and  both 
teachers  and  pupils  regret  that  the  school  has  no  more  of  tliem.  Their 
use  in  any  school  would  be  most  valuable,  but  in  schools  for  the  blind 
there  is  no  other  apparatus  that  has  ever  been  devised  that  can  equal 
them  in  beauty  of  execution,  accuracy  of  detail,  and  benefit  to  the 
pupils.  The  value  of  the  entire  collection  in  Paris  is  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  of  which  our  .school  pos.sesscs  five  hundred  dollars'  worth. 

Tlie  girls  liavc  also  received  special  instruction  in  sewing,  knitting, 
and  the  use  of  the  sewing  macliinc,  and  some  of  the  larger  girls,  by 
the  aid  of  pasteboard  patterns,  cut  out  and  make  their  own  garments. 
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The  boys  have  also  received  special  instruction  in  handicraft,  and 
nianv'  of  them  have  learned  to  cane  chairs  with  the  open  and  the  solid 
seat,  and  to  make  brooms,  and  mattresses  of  various  kinds. 

Special  attention  has  been  i)aid  to  the  instruction  of  all  the  pupils  in 
music.  One  of  the  most  eminent  musical  professors  of  the  city  gives 
two  days  every  week  to  the  tuition  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  in  in- 
strumental music,  and  the  teaching  of  vocal  music  to  all.  The  musical 
apparatus  of  the  Institution  includes  a melodion,  ten  pianos,  and  brass 
and  stringed  instruments  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a brass  band 
and  an  orchestra  among  the  pupils. 

While  we  come  far  short  of  what  we  wish  and  aim  to  accomplish,  we 
believe  that  the  principle  upon  which  our  school  is  founded  is  the  true 
one,  that  the  blind  should  be  taught  to  take  their  places  in  the  world  as 
independent  and  useful  members  of  society,  intelligent  and  industrious, 
and  as  responsible,  and  as  capable  of  leading  in  all  enterprises  of  public 
enlightenment  and  culture  as  though  the\’  had  not  lost  their  sight.  To 
this  end  all  the  instruction  in  the  Institution  tends;  it  is  not  an  asylum 
for  distressed  and  afflicted  paujrers,  it  is  not  a hospital  for  the  medical 
treatment  of  diseased  eyes,  but  it  is  one  of  the  public  schools  which  is 
furnished,  with  a beneficence  no  less  wise  than  kind,  by'  the  State  to  all 
of  her  children. 

This  is  the  view  taken  by  all  the  States  of  our  union  in  the  manage 
ment  of  their  Institutions  for  the  Blind.  It  is  the  desire  and  earnest 
purpose  of  all  those  connected  with  our  own  school  to  make  it  stand 
abreast  of  the  foremost  in  every  essential  point  of  excellence. 

The  Commi.ssioners  by  their  advice  and  counsel,  and  by'  their  per- 
sonal supervision  of  the  contracts  for  the  repairs  and  supplies  of  the 
Institution,  have  rendered  it  service  of  the  most  imjrortant  and  practical 
kind.  The  teachers  have  proved  themselves  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in 
their  laborious  work.  And  the  servants  have  performed  their  never- 
ending  duties  with  cheerfulness  and  fidelity'.  And  through  it  all  there 
has  prevailed  a spirit  of  harmony'  and  kindness  felt  by  Commission 
ers,  officers,  teachers,  servants,  and  i)upils  alike,  that  has  made  the  jrast 
year  a prosperous  and  a happy  one. 

Respectfully'  submitteil, 

B.  B.  11  UNTOON',  Sup't. 


3 


1/ 

i ’ 


« ( 


,1  * 


ANNUAL  KLPOIUr 


OP  THE 


KENTUCKY  I JST  S T I T U T I O N 


FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 


(AT  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY,) 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  1,  187G. 


PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 


I'  RANK  r-'  O R r , K ; 

I'RINTED  AT  THE  KENTUCKY  YEOMAN  OFFICE. 
S.  I.  M.  MAJOR,  PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

1876. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  15,  1876, 
To  His  Excellency , J.  B.  McCre.miy, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky : 

Donored  Sir.  1 herewith  triinsmit  the  Report  ol  tiie  Jventucky  Jnsti* 
tution  for  the  Blind  for  the  year  1876,  cndini'  November  Ist,  1876.  The 
school  is  in  the  most  satisfactory  condition.  It  commands  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  not  only  those  who  particijiate  in  its  benefits,  but  of  all  who 
witness  the  exercises  of  the  pupils.  I am  very  sure  that  there  is  not  a 
school  of  any  kind  in  which  the  jmpils  show  a greater  desire  for  learning 
than  in  this. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  yours  verj-  trulj*, 

T.  S.  BKLJ., 

President  of  Board  nj  Trustees  of  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
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0FFICEH8  AND  TFAOIIFKH  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  INSTITU 
TION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  RLIND. 


BOARD  OK  VISITORS. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Pbesidiint, 

Don.  W.M.  F.  BULLOCK. 
G.WI.VU.  COCHB.'V.N, 

W.  N.  nALDE.«A.V, 

Hos.  JAMES  UARRI.SON, 
no.N.  T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
WM.  KENDRICK, 

Z.  M.  .SlIERLEY, 

IIoN.  11.  J.  STITES. 

TRIA.SORER. 

JOHN  G.  BARRET. 


SECRETARY  A.VD  SDI'ERINTENDEST. 

B.  B.  11  UN  TOON. 

MATRON  . 

Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEACHERS. 

Miss  CLARA  MATTINGLY, 

Miss  MARY  ANDERSON, 

Miss  JULIA  PURNELL. 

TEACHER  OK  MUSIC. 

WILLIAM  PLATO. 

TEACHER  OK  HANDICRAKT. 

DAVID  LASCH. 

SEAMSTRESS. 

Mias  SUSAN  SATTERTHWAITE. 

PHYSICIAN  . 

T.  S.  BELL,  M.  D. 

A8SI8TAET  PCPILS. 

ALICE  WALKER, 

LOUISA  MONOHAN, 

CHARLES  FREDERICK. 


SUl’EIUNTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  o!  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind: 

(iKNTi.EMF.N  ; Tlic  scliool  li!is  progressed  satisfactorily  during  llio  past 
j-ear.  The  number  of  pui)ils  that  have  received  instruction  in  tliat  time 
is  ninetj’-fivo,  whose  names  and  residences  are  herewith  given  : 


Lilly  Armstrong,  i. 
Nancy  Bates,  . 

John  Beckman, 

Charles  Bohanon, 
I’atrick  U.  Boston, 
Harrison  Branch, 
Nannie  Peak  Brown, 
Mathew  Blute, 

Kobert  Caldwell, 
Mai'garet  Carj)enter, 
lien rfetta  Catlett, 

Mary  Cavanaugh, 
William  Clark, 

Winfichl  Scott  Clark, 
Neppie  J{.  Conway, 
Edward  Cornell, 
Clementine  Craig, 
Addie  Crockett, 

Willis  Daffern, 

Cynthia  Ann  Deaton, 
Frank  P.  Dollius, 

Maiw  Jane  Elkins,  . 
John  M.  Ernst, 

John  Ethridge, 

Annie  Fahy, 

Winnie  Fallaher, 
.leannio  B.  Fitzpatrick, 
Algernon  F.  Flournoy, 
J{ol)ert  Fo.x, 

Charles  Frederick, 
Sophronia  (I.  (iibbons. 


Lc.xington. 

Grayson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

.Metcalfe  count}’. 
Henderson  county. 
Warsaw. 

Newport. 

.Mayslick. 

Ohio  county. 

Hopkinsville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Muhlenburg  county. 

V crsailles. 

Louisville. 

ilt.  Sterling. 

Frankfort. 

Wayne  count}’. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Glasgow. 

Crittenden  county. 

Louisville. 

Jvouisville. 

Pulaski  county. 
Imuisville. 

Priceville. 

Paducah. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Clinton  county. 
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Lorenz  Ilausmnn,  .... 
Joseph  T.  Hawkins, 

Effio  Hazard,  .... 

J.  'William  Hciser, 

Mildred  J.  Horrill, 

Annie  C.  Ilomiro, 

Fanny  Hugol,  .... 
Josio  Kearns,  ... 

Anna  Boll  Kendall,  .... 
Mary  Ann  Landis, 

Fanil}'  Lay  cook,  .... 
Molly  Lawson,  . . 

Lenora  Lillis,  .... 
John  D.  Long,  . . 

Thomas  McHavie,  .... 
Barbara  McKinney, 

John  K.  Magoffin,  .... 
Thomas  Meddis, 

George  M.  Miller,  .... 
Louisa  Monohan,  . 

Emma  Moorman,  .... 
Koah  B.  Morohoad, 

Pamela  P.  Morehead,  ' . 

Elijah  Morgan, 

Lulio  Morton,  .... 

James  Murraj', 

Benjamin  H.  Myers, 

Alice  Parsons,  .... 
Delilah  E.  Patton,  .... 
Annie  Pope,  .... 

Nanej'  J.  Porter,  .... 

Elizabeth  Purdy', 

Helen  May  Purnell, 

Mary  h'.  Hogers,  . . . , 

Georgia  .Sale,  .... 

Elizabeth  Schafer,  . . . . 

Louis  Schafer,  .... 

Lucy  Scott,  . . . . . 

Charles  Sedgwick, 

William  Settle,  . . 

James  H.  Shacklott, 

JS'imrod  L.  Shepherd,  . . . . 


BLIND. 

Newport. 
Bourbon  county. 
Louisville. 
Newport. 

Daviess  county. 

Louisville. 

Trimble  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Mason  county. 

Hardin  county. 

Frankfort. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Harrodsburg. 
Jefferson  county. 
Hawesville. 
Louisville. 
Hardin  county. 
Webster  county. 
Webster  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Mason  county. 
Louisville. 
Nicholas  county. 
Jjouisville. 

Ohio  county. 
Louisville. 

Boone  county. 

JIaviess  county. 

Maysvillo. 

Lo.xington. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Princeton. 

Jjouisvillo. 

Barren  county. 
Jleade  county'. 
Clinton  county. 
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Hoverly  Smith, 

Crittenden  count3-. 

Edith  Viola  Smith, 

Louisville. 

James  .Ste])hens, 

Wa3-no  count3’. 

Elizabeth  Stull, 

. jMontgomcr3-  count3' 

Frederick  Telkammer, 

Louisville. 

Emile  Trcbing, 

JjOuisville. 

Hubert  Twyman,  . 

Hopkinsville. 

Joanna  Varble, 

. Oldham  county. 

John  Vernon, 

Elizabethtown. 

Mnr3’  Alice  Walker, 

. Louisville. 

Agatha  Weaver, 

Jlason  count3’. 

Jane  Weaver,  . 

. . Vlason  county. 

Agnes  W'ells, 

. Metcalfe  count3-. 

Naomi  Wells, 

. Harrodsburg. 

Nannie  Woms, 

Louisville. 

James  Whitt3’,  . 

Louisville. 

Esther  Arline  Wilhite, 

Lexington. 

Joseph  Wilkinson, 

I’riccvillo. 

John  Williams, 

Johnson  count3'. 

Ola  Wood, 

Jefferson  00111113'. 

Mar3’  C.  Wooldridge, 

. . Hardin  county. 

Ella  Vati  Zandt, 

Elliott  count3'. 

One  of  the  piii)ils,  Esther  Arlitie  Wilhite,  died  February  12th,  1870,  of 
a'deina  of  tlie  luiigH,  brought  on  by  di.sease  of  the  lieart  of  long  standing, 
ller  last  illracss  was  very  brief,  and  her  death  seemed  sudden.  She  was 
twentj’  years  of  ago,  and  a girl  of  a sweet  and  cheerful  disposition.  She 
was  universally  beloved  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and  her  memory  will  long 
remain  green  in  their  hearts,  ller  body,  at  the  wish  of  her  friends,  was 
sent  to  them  at  Lexington  in  the  charge  of  the  .Superintendent,  and  all  that 
thoughtful  love  and  care  could  do  for  her  in  her  last  hours  was  tenderl3’ 
done.  With  this  exception  there  has  been  no  serious  illness  in  the  school. 

The  educational  part  of  the  work  of  the  school,  so  far  as  the  literary 
branches  are  concerned,  is  for  the  present  elementary.  Arithmetic,  Alge- 
bra, (reometrj’.  History,  English  Composition,  Elementarj'  Natural  llistorj', 
Geography,  Heading,  Writing,  and  Spellitig  have  been  carefully  taught. 
Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  educating  the  sense  of  touch,  and 
object  teaching  has  been  used  wherever  the  ingenuity  of  the  teachers  has 
found  opportunity. 

In  the  musical  branches  no  pains  or  expense  have  boon  spared  to 
make  the  instruction  thorough  and  complete  as  far  as  the  means  at  our 
disposal  have  permitted  us.  The  bo3's  have  a brass  band  and  an  orchestra 
under  the  direction  of  the  most  advanced  of  our  pupils,  and  instruction 
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in  vocal  and  insti'umental  music  is  given  by  music  teachers  and  assistant 
pupils,  under  the  general  supervision  of  Prof.  \Vm.  Plato,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  music  teachers  of  the  city,  who  spends  two  days  of  each  week  in 
teaching  the  most  advanced  pupils  upon  the  piano,  and  in  instructing  the 
choir. 

In- the  mechanical  branches,  the  boys  have  been  taught  to  cane  chairs 
with  open  and  solid  cane-work,  to  make  brooms  and  mattresses,  and  to 
upholster  furniture.  The  girls  have  been  taught  to  sow  and  knit  by  hand, 
and  to  use  sewing  machines.  AVo  have  lately  introduced  the  use  of  the 
-Dana  Bickford  Knitting  Machine,  and  ns  it  has  been  successfully  taught  in 
the  Now  York  City  Institution  for  the  Blind,  we  hope,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  have  some  among  our  pupils  who  will  bo  able  to  use'  it  skillfully. 
Some  of  the  older  girls  have  also  been  taught  to  cut,  by  the  aid  of  pasteboard 
patterns,  all  of  their  garments,  put  them  together,  and  make  them  on  the 
sewing  machine  without  any  assistance. 

The  regular  practice  of  the  various  series  of  light  gymnastics  is  also  a 
part  of  the  daily  routine  of  the  school,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years. 
The  school  is  divided  into  two  classes,  and  the  performances  of  the 
advanced  class  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  trained  classes  in 
any  school  where  these  exercises  are  practiced. 

It  is  the  desire  of  all  connected  with  the  Institution  to  make  it  a place 
where  the  blind  children  of  the  Commonwealth  may  not  only  receive  the 
instruction  they  so  much  need  in  literary,  musical,  and  mechanical  brauchesi 
but  where  they  may  receive  a tender  and  loving  care  that  shall  secure 
their  physical  comfort,  their  mental  development,  and  their  spiritual  pro- 
gress. 

Cleanliness  and  neatness  are  insisted  upon,  and  the  baths  are  as  much  a 
part  of  the  regular  routine  of  the  school  as  any  other  feature. 

Por  children  utterly  destitute,  upon  proper  certification  of  that  fact, 
suitable  clothing  is  provided. 

An  hour  every  daj-  is  devoted  to  reading  the  daily  papers,  and  books 
that  will  interest  and  improve  ; and  for  this  purpose,  the  school  is  divided 
jiito  two  sections.  Thanks  are  duo  to  the  publisher.s  of  the  Daily  Courier- 
Journal,  The  Kentucky  Deaf  Mute,  The  Goodson  Gazette,  and  Dwight's 
Journal  of  Music,  for  the  gratuitous  and  regular  supply  of  these  papers 
during  the  year.  On  Sundays  the  children  are  required  to  attend  the 
churches  designated  by  their  parents. 

Such  is  a brief  sketch  of  the  aims  of  the  school,  and  what  is  doing  for 
the  education  of  the  blind,  not  onl}-  in  our  own  State,  but  in  almost  every 
State  of  our  Union.  And  every  one  who  roads  this  report,  who  knows  of 
any  blind  child  now  growing  up  in  ignorance,  should  consider  what  life 
■without  an  education  must  bo  to  a blind  person,  and  should  do  everything 
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possible  to  jibicc  tliat  cbiUl  in  an  Institution  for  the  Education  of  tlio 
lilind.  It  is  a sad  fact  that  not  one  half  of  the  blind  chililren  in  our  State 
receive  the  advantages  that  the  Commonwealth  offers  them  without  price. 
-Man}’  causes  co-operate  to  produce  so  lamentable  a state  of  things.  -Many 
parts  of  our  State  are  difficult  of  access;  parents  are  reluctant  to  part 
from  those  children  who  have  been  the  object  of  unusual  solicitude,  and 
many  are  not  aware  that  there  is  an  Institution  like  ours  in  existence. 
Still  our  school  has  been  regularly  increasing  in  point  of  numbers  for  the 
last  five  years;  and  much  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  personal  efforts  of 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  to  induce  those  who  had  blind 
children  to  send  them  to  school. 

The  expediency  and  importance  of  educating  the  blind  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt.  Its  success  in  our  country  has  been  remarkable.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  the  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
at  Philadelphia,  last  August,  six  of  the  twenty-nine  Institutions  that  sent 
<lclegates  were  represented  by  blind  .Superintendents,  and  of  the  many 
papers  read  the  most  were  written  by  bliiid  men,  and  were  certainly  not 
the  least  interesting.  One  of  these  blind  gentlemen  read  his  own  manu- 
script by  touch,  and  one  had  ])rinted  his  upon  the  type  writer. 

In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a child 
to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only  required  that  the 
child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education  in  the 
ordinary  schools;  that,  it  hoof  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and  within 
the  school  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  ; for  it  must  bo  remembered  that  the 
Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute, 
the  fact  should  ho  so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and  in  that  case  cloth- 
ing will  bo  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and 
closes  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any  time, 
but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the 
session. 

Blind  persons  over  sixteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon 
special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintendent, 
or  from  any  of  the  trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with  any 
person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 

In  respect  to  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  Institution  for  the 
past  year,  its  employes  consist  of  a Superintendent,  B.  B.  Iluntoon,  with 
a salary  of  §125  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Iluntoon,  with  a salary  of  a month. 

A teacher,  Clara  .1.  Mattingly,  with  a salary  of  §35  a montli. 

A teacher,  Mary  A.  Anderson,  with  a salary  of  830  a month. 
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A teacher,  Julia  Purnoll,  with  a salary  of  S25  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Wm.  Plato,  with  a salary  of  S8J  a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Jjasoh,  with  a salary  of  850  a month. 

A teacher  of  sowing,  Susan  Satterth waito,  with  a salary  of  820  5-G  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Chas.  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  S25  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Jjouisa  Monohan,  with  a salary  of  S20  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Alice  Walker,  with  a salary  of  S16§  a month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  810  a month. 

A gardener  and  fireman,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  830  a month. 

An  assistant  gardener  and  fireman,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  810 
a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  818  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  SU  a month. 

A laundress,  .Sarah  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  S15  a month. 

An  assistant  laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Kate  MoCruiro,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Nellie  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  89  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the 
j-ear;  all  the  others  are  eraplotmd  for  the  full  year. 

The  expenses  of  the  Institution  are  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors,  no  account  over  being  paid  except  upon  a warrant 
ordered  by  a majority  of  the  Board ; but  when  the  haw  was  passed  reliev- 
ing the  Institution  from  a Steward,  the  Board  appointed  a Committee  on 
Supplies,  consisting  of  G.  II.  Cochran,  Z.  M.  Sherloy,  and  T.  L.  Jefferson, 
who  should  direct  the  Superintendent  what  supplies  to  buy  and  where, 
and  who  should  make  the  same  monthly  reports  to  the  Governor  as  did 
the  Steward.  At  the  same  time  the  Board  directed  the  Treasurer  to 
forward  quarterl)'  reports  to  the  Governor. 

The  monthly  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies  to  the  Governor  are 
as  follows  : 


Kxi’knditures  or  the  Keiitackij  [n^ititatioii  for  the  IClacation  of  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  October  l.s^,  187G. 
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Tho  Treasurer’s  ro|)ort  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Stale,  whoso  receipt  has 
been  acknowledged  by  tlio  Auditor,  shows  tho  receipts  of  the  liistilution 


to  have  been,  during  tlio  year,  as  follows; 

Balnnco  November  Isl,  1875 $13,229  27 

Quarterly  allowance,  less  exclmiigc 2,622  35 

Receipts  from  workshop 114  lo 

Annual  allowance,  less  excbaiige 9,990  00 

Quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange 2,622  35 

Receipts  from  the  workshop 215  00 

Quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange 2,622  65 

Receipts  from  the  workshop 219  10 

Quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange 2,377  60 

Receipts  from  the  workshop 93  15 

Returned  by  G.  H.  Cochran,  Chairman  of  Buil  ling  Committee 34  80 


$34, HO  37 

The  total  amount  paid  out  on  warrants 22,124  70 


Showing  a balauce  of $12,015  67 


The  e.xtraordinary  c.x])enditure9  during  the  year  have  been  tho  construc- 
tion of  asphalt  jiaveinonts  and  a sewer  pipe,  amounting  to  S998  52,  and 
tho  erection  of  a brick  building  containing  conitnodious  workshops,  and  a 
stable  for  tho  contract  ]irico  of  82,01)6  20.  These  were  all  works  of  neces- 
sity, as  wo  wore  obliged  for  the  health  of  tho  children  to  close  an  open 
drain  ; and  the  old  wooden  building  that  had  stood  for  a stable  for  many 
years  was  no  longer  safe. 

Tho  Institution  stands  in  need  of  a pipe  organ  of  a size  sufficient  to 
enable  tho  advanced  pupils  in  music  to  qualify  themselves  to  become 
organists  in  churches;  and  at  tho  earliest  possible  time  should  provide 
instruction  in  piano-forte  tuning,  as  experience  has  shown  that  blind 
persons  can  do  well  in  both  of  these  occupations. 

The  aid  received  by  the  Institution  from  the  use  of  the  books  furnished 
by  tho  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  has  had  a remarkable  effect 
upon  the  progress  of  the  school.  The  now  and  improved  text-books  sup- 
plied by  this  noble  charity,  ospeciall}’  tho  charming  readers  bj’  Prof  Noble 
Butler,  have  awakened  a great  interest  among  tho  pupils  that  has  been 
felt  in  all  tho  classes. 

Tho  Superintendent  feels  that  the  jn'osjjerity  of  the  Institution  during 
tho  past  year  is  duo,  under  Providence,  to  tho  advice  and  suggestions  of 
tho  members  of  tho  Boiird  of  Visitors;  to  their  careful  supervision  of  all 
contracts  and  supplies,  and  their  active,  practical  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  its  welfare;  to  tho  patient,  conscientious,  and  painstaking 
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labors  of  tho  teachers,  who  have  been  unwearying  in  their  devotion  to 
the  good  of  the  pupils,  both  in  and  out  of  tlioir  regular  school  hours;  to 
tho  cheerful  and  faithful  work  of  the  servants;  and  to  tho  feeling  pervad- 
ing all,  that  so  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  tho  Blind 
shall  be  among  the  first  in  tho  world  for  thoroughness  and  wise  economy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  IILTNTOON,  Supermtendent. 
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Lduisvii.i.e,  Kentucky,  November  9,  1877. 

To  his  Excellency,  J.  B.  McCkeaky,  Goi'cnior  of  the  Comnwmvcalth  of 

Kentucky : 

Honored  Sir:  In  obedience  to  tlie  instructions  of  the  Visitors  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  I herewith  transmit 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Institution.  Its  .statements  merit  and  receive 
our  very  cordial  approbation.  We  visit  the  Institution  very  frequently,  and 
are  personally  well  acquainted  with  every  part  of  its  management.  We 
are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  School  is  in  an  excellent  state 
of  prosperity;  the  School  is  ably  managed,  and  the  mass  of  the  pupils 
show  devotion  to  study,  and  are  steadily  advancing  in  learning.  They 
are  taught  to  use,  in  every  practical  way,  their  sense  of  touch,  and  the 
principle  on  which  the  teaching  is  'bunded  is  very  nearly  analogous  to 
that  which  commands  the  judgment  of  the  best  teachers  of  seeing  schools. 
Of  the  good  fruits  of  these  methods  we  have  ample  evidence  in  the 
acquirements  of  the  pupils  of  the  school.  The  world  is  well  filled  with 
notable  examples  of  the  powers  of  the  blind  for  receiving  education,  and 
of  the  excellent  uses  they  make  of  the  means  furnished  them  for  enlight- 
enment. In  former  Reports  we  have  furnished  numerous  instances  of 
these  facts.  We  now  recall  two  new  examples  that  serve  to  show  that 
the  blind  are  at  least  as  much  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  State, 
in  dispensing  the  blessings  of  education,  as  any  other  class  of  the  Com 
monwealth.  They  are  undoubtedly  the  most  helpless  in  commanding 
the  resources  of  education.  O'Keefe,  a distinguished  blind  author,  says  ; 
“The  blind,  intent  upon  rising  from  the  trammels  of  their  deficiency,  do 
not  like  to  be  pitied ; they  should  rather  act  so  as  to  be  envied ; because 
that  is  the  proper  stimulus  to  excellence  in  any  good  career — to  true 
greatness  of  thought  and  action.”  We  can  bear  testimony  to  many 
instances  of  this  among  the  pupils  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Blind. 

In  1876  a book  of  poems  appeared,  filled  with  poems  “delicately 
imaginative,  and  in  very  beautiful  verse.”  The  author  has  rarely  been 
excelled  in  his  descriptions  of  nature.  The  author’s  name  is  Philip 
Bourke  Marston,  who  lost  his  sight  when  he  was  three  years  of  age. 
He  is  the  son  of  Westland  Marston,  the  dramatist.  An  affectionate 
sister  is  the  amanuensis  of  the  blind  poet. 
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An  intelligent  visitor  to  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  says:  “It  is  here  that 
the  beautiful  sail  boats,  the  swift  steam  launches,  and  the  flying  cata- 
marans are  shaped  for  future  triumphs.  And  the  outside  world  would 
scarcely  believe  me  when  I say,  that  much  of  the  skill  which  fashions 
these  swift-sailing  craft,  that  awake  the  admiration  of  competitors,  is 
due  to  the  active  brain  and  willing  hands  of  one  whose  eyes  are  forever 
sealed  to  the  light  of  heaven,  and  who,  since  early  childhood,  has  never 
looked  upon  the  blue  water,  where  he  loves  to  spend  his  leisure  hours. 
Strange  that  this  sightless  man  has  a mind  so  enlightened,  and  senses 
so  acute,  that  he  can  enter  a lumber-yard,  pass  his  hand  over  the  dead 
wood,  and  occasionally  rapping  it  with  his  knuckles,  his  ear  close  to  the 
object,  tell  its  imperfections  more  correctly  than  many  who,  having  eyes, 
see  not  as  this  man  whom  the  world  calls  blind.” 

We  feel  that  a class  of  people  displaying  such  capacities  for  excellence 
should  be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way  for  the  development  of  their 
gifts.  This  is  the  object  of  the  State  authorities  of  Kentucky  in  main- 
taining this  school.  It  is  our  delight  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  forward 
the  object  of  the  State  authorities. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  excellence  of  the 
officers  engaged  in  this  Institution  in  educating  the  blind. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

THEODORE  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Boardof  Visitors  of  th,e  Ky.  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


OrPlCHRS  AND  TI-ACIII-RS  OP  TUP  KENTUCKY  INSTPPUTION 
POR  TUP  PDUCATION  OP  TUP  BLIND. 


HOARD  OF  VISITORS. 

I)R.  T.  S.  BEI.I,,  I’RF-SIDF.NT, 
Ho.v.  \V.\I.  F.  BULLOCK, 
C.VVIN  ir.  COCHRAN, 

W.  N.  HALDEMAN, 

Hon.  JAME.S  HARRLSON, 
Hon.  T.  L.  JEl  FERSON, 
W.M.  KENDRICK, 

Z.  M.  SHERLEV, 

Hon.  H.  J.  STiTE.S. 


TRKASTRER.' 

JOHN  G.  BARRET. 

PHYSICIAN. 

T.  S.  BELT.,  M.  D. 

SF.CRETARY  AND  SUPERINTENDENT, 

B.  B.  HUNTOON, 
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MATRON. 

Mrs.  .SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEACHERS. 

Miss  CLARA  MATTINGLY, 

Miss  MARY  ANDERSON, 

Miss  JULIA  BURNELL. 

TflACHER  OF  MUSIC. 

WILf.IAM  PLATO. 

TEACHER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

DAVID  LASCH. 

SEAMSTRE.SS. 

Miss  SUSAN  SArrERTHWAITE. 

ASSISTANT  PUPILS. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK, 
l.OUISA  MONOHAN, 

NEIMTE  CONWAY, 

BARBARA  McKINNEY. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  I'tsitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  past  year  the  number  of  pupils  that  have 
received  instruction  in  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  was  eighty-five,  whose  names  and  residences  are  as  follows; 


Lilly  Armstrong, 
Nancy  Bates,  . 

John  Beckman,  . 
Mathew  Blute, 

Charles  Bohanon, 
Thomas  Boggs, 

Patrick  R.  Boston,  . . 
Harrison  Branch,  . 
Nannie  Peak  Brown,  . 
Almorah  Bryant, 
Robert  Caldwell, 
Margaret  Carpenter, 
Henrietta  Catlett, 

Mary  Cavanaugh, 
William  Clark,  . 
Winfield  Scott  Clark, 
Neppie  R.  Conway, 
Clementina  Craig,  . 
Willis  Daffern, 

Frank  P.  Dollins, 
Molly  Defenbaugh, 
William  Dunn, 

Mary  Jane  Elkins, 

John  M.  Ernst, 

John  Etheredge, 

Annie  P'ahy,  . 

Winnie  Fallaher, 
Jeannie  B.  P'itzpatrick, 
Robert  Fox, 


Lexington. 

Grayson  county. 
Louisville. 
Covington. 
Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 
Metcalfe  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Warsaw. 

Jefferson  county. 
Mayslick. 

Ohio  county. 
Hopkinsville. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Versailles. 

Montgomery  county. 
Wayne  county. 
Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

Cordova. 

Crittenden  county. 
Louisville. 

Loiii.sville. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

Priceville. 

Louisville. 
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Charles  Frederick,  . 
Sophronia  G.  Gibbons, 
Nora  Belle  Hardin, 
Lorenz  Hausman, 
Joseph  T.  Hawkins, 
Effie  Hazard, 

J.  Willie  Heiser, 

Annie  C.  Homire, 
Fanny  Hugel, 

Josie  Kearns, 

Anna  Bell  Kendal,  . 
Mary  Ann  Landis, 
Fanny  Laycock, 
Leonora  Lillis,  . 

John  D.  Long, 

Jerrold  Loyd, 

Thomas  McGavie,  . 
Barbara  McKinney, 
Thomas  Meddis, 

Geo.  M.  Miller,  . 
Louisa  Monohan,  . 
Lulie  Morton, 

James  Murray, 

Benj.  H.  Myers,  . 
Alice  Parsons, 

Delilah  Patton,  . 
William  E.  Perkins, 
Helen  May  Purnell, 
Annie  Pope,  . 
Rebecca  Roberts, 
Mary  T.  Rogers, 
Georgia  Sale, 
Elizabeth  Schafer,  . 
Louis  Schafer, 

Lucy  Scott, 

William  Settle,  . 
James  H.  Shacklett, 
Nimrod  L.  Shepard, 
Beverly  Smith, 


Louisville. 

Clinton  county. 
McLean  county. 
Newport. 

Bourbon  county. 
Louisville. 
Newport. 
Louisville. 

Trimble  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 

Mason  county. 

Frankfort. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Jefferson  county. 
Whitesville. 
Louisville. 

Greenup  county. 
Louisville. 
Nicholas  county. 
Louisville. 

Ohio  county. 
Owensboro. 

Mason  county. 

Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Lexington. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville 

Princeton. 

Rocky  Hill. 

Meade  county. 
Clinton  county. 
Crittenden  count)'. 
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Edith  Viola  Smith, 

. 

Louisville. 

James  Stephens, 

. 

. 

Wa)'ne  county. 

Elizabeth  Stull,  . 

. 

Montgomery  county. 

Frederick  Telkammer, 

. 

. 

Louisville. 

Emile  Trebing,  . 

. 

Louisville. 

Robert  Twyman, 

. 

Hopkinsville. 

Johanna  Varble, 

. 

. 

Oldham  county. 

John  Vernon,  . 

. 

Elizabethtown. 

Mar)'  Alice  Walker,  . 

. 

Louisville. 

Agatha  Weaver, 

Mason  county. 

Jane  Weaver, 

» • 

Mason  county. 

Naomi  Wells,  . 

Harrodsburg. 

Nannie  Wems,  , 

Louisville. 

James  Whitty, 

Louisville. 

William  Whelan, 

Louisville. 

Joseph  Wilkinson,  . 

. 

. 

I’ricevillc. 

Ola  Wood,  . 

Louisville. 

There  have  been  two  deaths  among  the  pupils  during  the  year.  Willis 
Daffern,  of  Wayne  county,  died  of  pulmonary  consumption  March  25th, 
1877.  Though  his  disease  was  upon  him  for  many  nipnths,  he  fought 
against  its  approaches  with  such  indomitable  energy  that  he  was  not 
confined  to  his  bed  till  a few  da}’S  before  his  death.  He  entered  the 
school  in  1872,  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  for  three  years 
made  remarkable  progress.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  his 
disease  very  much  enfeebled  his  application. 

Joseph  T.  Hawkins  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain  July  23d,  1877. 
He  was  nine  years  of  age,  and  was  always  a feeble  child.  He  had  been 
in  the  Institution  two  years.  Their  remains  were  tenderly  interred  in 
the  lot  belonging  to  the  Institution  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery. 

In  the  literary  department  of  the  Institution  the  pupils  have  received 
instruction  in  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  history,  English  grammar, 
mental  philosophy,  geography,  natural  history,  reading,  writing,  and  spell- 
ing ; and  the  younger  pupils  have  received  object  lessons,  and  lessons  espe- 
cially planned  to  cultivate  the  sense  of  touch.  For  this  purpose  spelling 
frames  have  been  devised  with  grooves,  into  which  detached  letters  and 
words  on  card-board  may  be  slipped,  by  which  the  pupil  may  form 
words  and  sentences.  A variety  of  blocks  and  other  kintergarten  gifts 
have  been  procured  from  K.  Steiger,  of  New  York,  and  from  Milton 
Bradley  & Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ; also  blocks  from  Crandall,  of  New 
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\ ork ; Swifts  combination  toy-blocks,  made  by  McLaughlin,  of  New 
\ ork,  and  Kinsey  s lock-blocks.  The  arithmetical  frames,  with  movable 
type,  have  proved  extremely  valuable  for  this  purpose,  and  the  children 
have  found  mucli  profitable  amusement  in  devising  and  constructing 
innumeiable  diagrams  and  plans  by  their*  aid.  Whatever  has  been 
found  conducive  to  the  systematic  development  of  the  sense  of  touch 
has  been  eagerly  sought  for,  because  it  is  believed  that  this  is  the  foun- 
dation of  the  rational  education  of  the  blind.  The  number  of  our  dis- 
sected maps,  showing  the  physical  features  of  the  various  countries  of 
the  globe,  is  slowly  increasing;  a map  of  Asia  has  lately  been  added  to 
the  number.  The  maps  of  Europe  and  of  the  United  States,  one  four  feet 
square,  the  other  four  feet  by  five,  have  been  copied  by  a most  ingenious 
process,  developed  after  much  labor  and  a long  course  of  experiments 
through  repeated  failures,  by  Mr.  John  Williamson,  of  Louisville.  John 
P.  Morton  & Co.  kindly  furnishing  the  necessary  capital,  copies  of  these 
maps  have  been  supplied  to  twelve  institutions  for  the  .blind  in  this 
country  and  Europe.  The  late  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  whose  name  is  a 
landmark  in  all  that  relates  to  the  education  of  the  blind,  was  pleased 
to  say  of  these  maps:  “They  are  the  best  dissected  maps  of  physical 
geography  ever  made.”  The  material  of  which  these  maps  are  made  is 
a patent  composition  resembling  bone  in  texture,  firmly  fastened  upon 
wood  of  triple  thickness,  painted  in  distinctive  colors,  varnished  and 
mounted  in  a substantial  frame  of  black  walnut. 

These  maps  are  models  of  the  surface  of  the  countries  they  represent, 
showing  the  mountain  ranges,  with  their  principal  peaks,  as  also  the 
plateaus  and  plains,  according  to  their  relative  heights.  The  lowlands 
are  depressed,  the  lakes  and  seas  are  represented  by  lower  planes,  the 
courses  of  rivers  are  all  marked  by  grooves,  the  position  of  capitals  and 
principal  cities  is  marked  by  tack-heads  of  different  kinds,  and  the  maps 
arc  di.ssected  on  the  lines  of  political  boundaries.  The  lines  of  latitude 
and  longitude  and  the  isothermal  lines  are  represented  by  cords  that  can 
easily  be  removed  and  replaced  at  will.  A similar  map  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  over  five  feet  long,  dissected  according  to  county  lines,  and 
showing  the  county-seats,  rivers,  and  general  elevations  of  the  moun- 
tains and  hills,  together  with  the  lines  of  railroads,  has  also  been  finished, 
and  has  been  studied  by  our  pupils  with  great  pleasure.  Some  of  our 
young  pupils  have  already  learned  to  distinguish  any  one  of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  counties  of  the  State  by  touch. 

The  books  furnished  by  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
have  been  of  incalculable  service  in  developing  the  sense  of  touch,  and 
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in  placing  the  education  of  tlie  blind  upon  a plane  more  and  more  closely 
approaching  that  of  the  seeing.  The  percentage  of  the  number  of  readers 
lias  largely  incrca.sed,  and  the  progress  ami  efficiency  of  the  school  has 
been  wonderfully  promoted  by  the  supply  of  valuable  text-books  and 
interesting  books  that  we  have  received  from  this  source.  But  for  em- 
bossed letters  the  education  of  the  blind  would  never  have  been  begun; 
and  it  is  in  this  country,  where  the  Bible  was  first  printed  for  the  blind, 
and  where  the  greatest  progress  has  been  made  in  the  art  of  embossed 
printing,  that  the  education  of  the  blind  has  been  most  successful.  As 
the  number  of  books  increases,  each  child  will  be  able  to  prepare  his 
lesson  from  his  text- book  before  his  class  meets  to  recite,  and  will  then 
be  able  to  receive,  under  the  most  *'avorable  circumstances,  the  oral  in- 
struction from  the  lips  of  his  teacher.  The  opportunities  for  systematic 
self-helpful  study  afforded  to  the  blind  by  text-books  cannot  be  overrated. 

In  the  musical  department  of  the  Institution  the  in.struction  has  been 
as  thorough  as  our  means  luive  permitted.  One  of  the  most  eminent 
music  teachers  of  the  city,  Prof.  William  Plato,  devotes  two  days  of 
each  week  in  giving  instruction  upon  the  piano  to  the  most  advanced  of 
the  pupils  in  music  and  in  vocal  music.  He  also  has  a class  in  thorough- 
bass and  in  the  theory  of  music  and  musical  composition.  In  addition 
to  this,  regular  daily  lessons  in  music  are  given  by  some  of  the  teachers 
and  as.sistant  pupils.  An  orchestra  and  a bra.ss  band,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Charles  I'rederic,  furnish  practice  to  a number  of  the  boys.  The 
most  noteworthy  feature  in  this  department  is  the  systematic  instruction 
of  every  pupil  in  music  in  the  New  York  Point  System  of  Musical  Nota- 
tion. 'I  his  we  were  enabled  to  begin  with  satisfaction,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  Schmitt's  Method  for  the  Piano-forte,  a good  musical  work,  had  been 
printed  during  the  year  by  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
under  the  aid  of  a large  order  from  New  York.  The  result  already  has 
proved  the  desirability  of  such  instruction.  Those  of  our  pupils  who 
wish  to  become  self-reliant,  have  applied  themselves  to  the  mastery  of 
the  system  with  the  happiest  results.  This  method  of  musical  notation 
is  a supplement  to  the  point  method  of  writing  unanimously  recommended 
by  the  Convention  of  American  Instructors  of  the  Blind  to  be  taught  in 
all  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 

In  the  mechanical  department  the  boys  have  been  taught  to  cane 
chairs  with  open  and  solid  cane-work,  to  make  brooms  and  mattresses, 
and  to  upholster  furniture.  The  girls  have  been  taught  to  sew  and 
knit,  both  by  hand  and  by  the  use  of  machines.  We  have  seven  sewing 
machines  and  two  knitting  machines;  and  while  every  girl  of  proper  age 


12 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


can  use  the  first  with  efficiency,  there  have  been  found  quite  a number, 
after  only  a year  s trial,  who  have  learned  to  use  the  knitting  machine 
skillfully.  Several  of  the  girls  have  also  learned  to  cut  out,  put  together, 
and  make  their  own  garments  without  assistance. 

The  mechanical  department  of  the  Institution  is  maintained  with  as 
much  care  as  any  other.  In  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  receiv- 
ing instruction  in  it,  more  is  annually  expended  upon  it  than  upon  the 
musical  department.  Every  bed,  lounge,  and  arm-chair  in  the  Institu- 
tion was  made  by  the  blind  here.  So  is  ev«ry  broom  used  in  the  house, 
and  every  cane-seated  chair  in  it.  The  Institution  cannot  give  to  its 
pupils  honesty,  integrity,  perseverance,  energy.  industr>',  and  the  other 
elements  of  success  that  depend  upon  character;  but  if  any  boy  has  left 
the  Institution  without  a knowledge  of  the  simple  trades  taught  (and  it 
may  be  here  stated,  that  more  trades  are  taught  here  than  in  three- 
fourths  of  the  other  institutions  for  the  blind  throughout  the  country), 
it  is  certainly  not  the  fault  of  the  Institution. 

The  pupils  are  required  to  take  exercise  daily,  and  to  insure  this  the 
school  is  divided  into  an  advanced  and  a primary  class,  that  practice  for 
an  hour  and  a quarter  daily,  under  instruction.  Dr.  Dio  Lewis’  system 
of  light  gymnastics.  This,  with  a regular  system  of  bathing,  and  an 
abundance  of  plain  and  wholesome  food,  together  with  regular  employ- 
ment and  a constant  oversight  to  prevent  a violation  of  the  laws  of  health, 
exercises  a salutary  effect  upon  all. 

Regular  attendance  upon  divine  worship,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  parents,  is  insisted  upon. 

For  children  utterly  destitute,  upon  proper  certification,  suitable  cloth- 
ing is  provided. 

An  hour  every  day  is  devoted  to  reading  the  daily  papers  and  inter- 
esting and  instructive  books.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Daily  Courier-Journal,  the  Kentucky  Deaf-Mute,  the  Goodson  Gazette, 
the  West  Virginia  Tablet,  the  Orphans’  Friend,  and  Dwight’s  Journal 
of  Music,  for  the  gratuitous  and  regular  supply  of  these  papers  during 
the  year. 

This  plan  of  operations,  briefly  sketched  above,  is  what  vve  have  been 
working  upon  during  the  past  year.  If  our  pupils  had  been  uniformly 
docile,  obedient,  energetic,  industrious,  and  persevering;  if  we,  who  have 
them  in  charge,  had  been  correspondingly  unselfish,  just,  earnest,  and 
wise,  the  present  condition  of  our  school  would  have  been  far  better 
than  it  is.  Nevertheless,  there  has  been  a progress  in  the  school  that  is 
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appreciable.  For  that  we  are  tliankfiil,  and  \vc  hope  that  our  errors  and 
failures  may  lead  us  to  more  persistent  efforts  for  tlie  riglit. 

The  Institution  stand.s  in  need  of  a pipe  organ  of  a size  sufficient  to 
enable  the  advanced  pupils  in  music  to  qualify  themselves  to  become 
organists  in  churches;  aiul  at  the  earliest  possible  time  should  jirovide 
instruction  in  piano-forte  timing,  as  experience  has  shown  that  blind 
persons  can  do  well  in  both  of  these  occupations. 

In  resjKict  to  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  Institution'  for  the 
past  year,  the  following  are  the  statements  required  to  be  set  forth  by 
me  in  accordance  with  the  law.  * 

1 he  expenses  of  the  Institution,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  books  for 
the  year  ending  October  31st,  were  as  follows: 


Hal.iiice  on  liaiul  Novemher  1st,  ilj76  . . 
Fourth  <iuarterly  ailowance,  le.ss  e.xchange 
Annual  allowance,  less  exchange  .... 
First  quarterly  allowance,  les,s  exchange  . 
Second  quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange 
Third  quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange. 

Keceipt.s  from  workshop 

Kcceipt.s  from  sewing-room 

Receipts  from  sales  of  old  barrels,  &c.  . . 

Total  receijits 

Total  amount  of  warrants  paid 

Ralance  on  hand  Novemher  ist,  1S77  . . 


512,015  67 
2,657  40 
9,(790  00 
2,692  30 
2,622  35 
2,272  75 

557  95 
13  00 
27  25 

532,848  67 
24,292  51 

38,556  16 


The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of— - 
A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  5125  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  $33,^  a month. 

A teacher,  Clara  J.  Mattingly,  with  a salary  of  i535  a month. 

A teacher,  Mary  A.  Anderson,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher,  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  $25  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  William  Plato,  with  a salary  of  S84  a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a .salary  of  850  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing,  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  S25  a 
month. 


An  assistant  pupil,  Charles  P'rodcrick,  with  a salary  of  S27  50  a month. 
An  assistant  pupil,  Louisa  Monohan,  with  a salary  of  S20  a month. 
An  assistant  pupil,  Neppie  Conway,  with  a salary  of  810  a month. 
An  assistant  pupil,  Barbara  McKinney,  at  a salary  of  85  a month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  810  a month. 

A gardener  and  fireman,  Thomas  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  830  a month. 


14 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


An  assistant  gardener  and  fireman,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  Si  5 
a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  af  S18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  §143  month. 

A laundress,  Sarah  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  Si 5 a month. 

An  assistant  laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Kate  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-ftiom  girl,  Nellie  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  $9  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the 
year ; all  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  the  insurance  of 
the  building  for  three  years,  the  outside  and  inside  painting  needed  for 
its  preservation,  the  rough-casting  of  the  outside  walls  of  the  building, 
and  the  completion  of  the  main  entrance.  These  expenditures,  with 
others,  were  allowed  by  act  of  Legislature  in  1871,  and  an  appropria- 
tion made  to  meet  them;  but  at  no  previous  time  could  these  expenses 
have  been  covered  by  the  amount  appropriated.  The  low  rate  of  labor 
and  the  cheapness  of  material  during  the  last  summer  permitted  them  to 
be  undertaken  and  completed  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Institution. 

The  most  noteworthy  incident  in  the  history  of  the  Institution,  during 
the  year  that  has  passed,  was  the  visit  to  the  Institution  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  R.  B.  Hayes,  and  his  wife,  together  with  William  Evarts, 
Secretary  of  State,  Judge  Key,  Postmaster  General,  and  Gen.  McCrary, 
Secretary  of  War,  with  a large  attendance  of  the  most  distinguished  of 
our  citizens.  A report  of  the  remarks  made  upon  the  occasion,  and  a 
full  account  of  the  proceedings  incident  thereto,  have  been  entered  upon 
our  records,  and  the  memory  of  that  day  will  be  among  the  brightest 
and  pleasantest  of  all  stored  up  in  the  minds  of  our  pupils. 

The  present  admirable  condition  of  the  Institution,  in  respect  to  the 
economy  of  its  administration  and  the  completeness  of  its  appointments, 
testifies  to  the  constant  care  and  watchful  interest  you  have  shown  in  its 
management,  and  I trust  that  pupils  and  employes  will  cordially  join 
with  you  in  your  efforts  to  place  among  the  first  of  such  schools  in  the 
world  The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

Respeetfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Su/>/. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


COMMirPEE 

SUPPLIES. 


ON  BUILDING  AND 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  ftr  the  Editcation  of 
the  Blind  : 

Genti.emen:  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  durin<r 
the  past  year  they  have  attended,  as  usual,  to  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  tran.smitted  a monthly  statement 
of  their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  State.  A summary  of  these 
statements  is  herewith  appende;^. 

Under  your  direction,  they  also  took  bids  from  various  parties  for 
painting  and  stuccoing  the  outside  of  the  Institution  building,  and  for 

completing  the  front  entrance.  The  work  was  allotted  to  the  lowest 
bidders  as  follows : 

Iron  work  to  F.  \V.  Merz  S;  Co.,  for  ...  . 

Slonc-work  to  Blatz,  ICrebs  & Co 

Stucco  work  to  T.  B.ninon  

, ,,,  l,4?S  So 

James  Sloane  outside  naiiitiiiL' 

' 264  fio 

And  to  superintend  the  work  they  selected  H.  P.  McDonald  the 
architect. 

To  pay  these  parties,  as  their  work  was  finished,  your  warrant  was 
received  for  Us, 000.  In  addition  to  this  work,  some  much  needed 
inside  painting  was  also  done.  The  following  is  the  statement  of  the 
sums  so  far  expended  in  this  work  by  your  Committee; 

There  has  been  paid  to — 

F.  \V.  Merz  & Co.  . 

P.  Bannon ‘ ‘ i °° 

Blatz.  Krebs  & Co ’ 

James  .Sloane 

James  .Sloane,  for  inside  paintinc.  . ^ 

H.  P.  McDonald  ...  

210  00 

Total “ 

90 

Leaving  a balance  due  the  Committee  of  a- 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  H.  COCHRAN, 

Z.  M.  SHERLEY, 

T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 

Committee. 


Expenditures  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  September  30.  i877- 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a 
child  to  the  Kentucky  In.stitution  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only  required  that 
the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education 
in  the  ordinary  schools;  that  it  be  of  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and 
within  the  school  ages  of  six  and  sixteen ; for  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is 
destitute,  the  fact  should  be  so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and  in  that 
case  clothing  will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and 
closes  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any  time, 
but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the 
session. 

Blind  persons  over  sixteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon 
special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintendent, 
or  from  any  of  the  trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with  any 
person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 
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E.  H.  PORTER,  PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

1878. 


Louisvii.le,  Kentucky,  November  6,  1878. 

To  His  Exccllt'ncy,  James  B.  McCre\ry,  Governor  of  the  Coinnioniuealth 

of  Kentucky: 

Honored  Sir:  I herewith  transrrit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Kentucky  School  for  i-he  Education  of  the  Blind.  The 
school  is  in  a prosperous  condition,  and,  as  a general  rule,  the  pupils 
take  great  interest  in  their  studies. 

I he  officers  of  the  school  discharge  their  duties  with  great  zeal  and 
fidelity.  They  command  tlie  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  yours  very  truly, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  BoarJ  tf  Trustcet  of  the  Kentucky  fnititution  for  the  Education  cf  the  Blind. 


OI-riCHRS  AXn  thaciihrs  of  tiif  kfntucky  institution 

FOR  TIIH  HDUCATION  OF  Till-  BLIND. 


BOARD  OR  VIsnOR.S. 

Uk.  T.  S.  bell,  1’ke.siuknt. 
Hon.  WM.  E.  BULLOCK, 
GAVIN  U.  COCHRAN, 

W.  N.  HAI.DEMAN, 

Hon.  JAMES  HARRISON, 
Hon.  T.  L.  JEEFERSON, 
WM.  KENDRICK, 

Z.  M.  SHERLEIY, 

Hon.  H.  J.  SIITE.S. 

TREASURKR. 

JOHN  G.  BARRET, 

rHYSICIAN. 

T.  S.  BELL,  M.  I). 


SECRETARY  AND  SUPERINTENDENT. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON. 

matron. 

Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEACHERS. 

Mess  R.  FORI)  HEATH, 

Miss  NINA  V.  GRLSTE, 

Miss  JULIA  PURNELL. 

teachers  of  music. 

GEORGE  ZOELLER, 

Mrs.  S.  .M.  PARSONS. 

teacher  ok  handicraft. 
DAVID  LASCH. 

SEAMSTRESS. 

Miss  SUSAN  SATTERTHWAITE. 

MUSIC  READER. 

ROSA  PLATO. 

AS.S1STANT  PUPII.S. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK, 
NANNIE  P.  BROWN, 

NEPPIE  CONWAV, 

BARBARA  McKlNNEY. 


SLI  I’l  : R I N T liN  D !•  NT'S  R E PO  RT . 


7'<>  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind: 


Gkntlkmkn:  'I'lie  number  of  pupils  receiving  instruction  during  the 
year  in  tlie  Kentuck-y  Institution  for  the  Jvducation  of  the  Blind  has 
been  eighty-nine,  whose  names  and  residences  are  given  below: 


John  Charles  Baron, 
John  W.  J.  Baxter, 
John  Beckman,  . 
Mathew  Blute, 

Thos.  J.  Boggs,  . 
Charles  Bohanon, 
Patrick  Boston,  . 
Harrison  liranch, 
Chas.  Brown, 

Nannie  P.  Brown,  . 
Almorah  Bryant, 
Robert  Caldwell, 
Maggie  Carpenter, 
Henrietta  Catlett, 
Mary  Cavanaugh, 
Win.  B.  Clark, 
Clarence  Coffin,  . 
Neppie  Conway, 
Edward  Cornell, 
Kmma  Curran, 
Benjamin  M.  Day, 
Molly  Defenbaugh, 
I'rank  B.  Dollins, 
Gertrude  Drcscher, 
William  E.  Dunn, 
John  M.  Ernst, 

J ohn  ICtheredge,  , 
Annie  Fahy,  . 
Winnie  I'allaher, 


Louisville. 

Greenup  county. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 

Metcalfe  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Cloverport. 
Warsaw. 

Jefferson  county. 

Mason  county. 

Ohio  county. 

Hopkinsville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

V'ersailles. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Elizabethtown. 

Louisville. 

Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

Grant  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Pulaski  county. 
Louisville. 


8 


INSTITUTION  (-OK  THK  BLIND. 


Jeaiinie  Fitzpatrick, 

Hart  county. 

Robert  Fox,  .... 

Louisville. 

Charles  Frederick,  . 

Louisville. 

Josephus  Gatton, 

Grayson  county. 

Sophronia  Gibbons, 

Clinton  county. 

Lorenz  Haiisman. 

Newport, 

Effie  Hazard,  .... 

Louisville. 

William  J.  Heiser, 

Newport. 

Mattie  Holston, 

Jefferson  county. 

B.  B.  Hoskins,  .... 

Danville. 

Fanny  Huge!, 

Trimble  county. 

Josie  Kearns,  .... 

. Jefferson  county. 

Anna  Bell  Kendall, 

Louisville. 

Mary  Landis,  .... 

Lexington. 

Nora  Lillis,  .... 

Frankfort. 

John  D Long,  .... 

. . Louisville. 

Jerrold  Loyd,  .... 

Louisville. 

Thos.  McGavie,  .... 

Louisville. 

Barbara  McKinney, 

Crab  Orchard. 

Thos.  Meddis,  . - . 

. Jefferson  counti'. 

George  M.  Miller,  . 

McLean  county. 

Louisa  Monohan, 

Louisville. 

Flora  Moore,  .... 

Whitley  county. 

Elijah  Morgan,  .... 

. Woodford  county. 

Lilly  Morton,  .... 

Greenup  county. 

James  Murray,  . . . ■ 

Louisville. 

Daniel  Jackson  Osteen,  . 

Christian  county. 

Hiram  Overbay, 

. Laurel  county. 

Alice  Parsons, 

Louisville. 

Delilah  Patton,  .... 

. Ohio  county. 

William  H.  Perkins, 

Owensboro. 

Annie  Pope,  .... 

Louisville. 

Charles  Purdy, 

Daviess  county. 

Rebecca  Roberts, 

Lexington. 

Mary  F.  Rogers, 

Lexington. 

Eva  Riggs,  .... 

. Kenton  county. 

J.  Max  Rushing, 

Caldwell  county. 

Walter  Saffarans, 

. Memphis. 

Georgia  Sale,  .... 

I.ouisville. 

INSTITUTION 

Louis  Scliaffer,  . . . . 

Lucy  Scott,  .... 
Mary  Elise  Sclke, 

William  Settle, 

James  Shacklett, 

Nimrod  K.  Shepherd, 

W.  Beverly  Smith, 

Edith  Viola  Smith, 

James  Stephens, 

Frederick  Telkamer, 

Emile  Trebing,  .... 
Robert  Twyman, 

Joanna  Varble,  .... 
Agatha  Weaver, 

Jane  Weaver,  .... 
Naomi  Weils, 

Nannie  Wems,  .... 
James  Whitty, 

Joseph  Wilkinson, 

Joseph  Arthur  Williams, 

Ola  Wood,  .... 


FOK  TIIK  III.INI). 

. . Louisville. 

I’rinceton. 

. Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

. Elizabethtown. 
Clinton  county. 

• . Crittenden  county. 

Louisville. 

. Wayne  county. 

Louisville. 

• . Louisville. 

Hopkinsville. 

. Westport. 

Lewis  county. 

. . Lewis  county. 

I larrodsburg. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Hart  county. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
. Jefferson  county. 


The  details  of  the  work  of  the  Institution  you  are  familiar  with,  from 
your  constant  supervision  and  regular  monthly  inspection  of  its  affairs. 
The  charter  of  the  Institution  requires  an  annual  summary  of  receipts 
and  expenses  to  be  presented  to  j ou,  and  an  enumeration  of  the  em- 
ployes of  the  Institution,  and  the  wages  paid  to  each.  The.se  state- 
ments are  as  follows : 


Balance  on  hand  November  1st,  1877.  . 
Fourth  (iiiarterly  allowance,  le.ss  exchange  . 

Annual  allowance,  less  exchange 

First  qu.arterly  allowance,  less  exchange  . . 
Second  quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange 
Third  quarterly  allowance,  less  exchange  . 

Receipts  from  workshop 

Receipts  from  sewing. room 


$8,556  16 

2.552  45 

9,990  CO 

2,517  .50 

2.552  50 

2,507  69 
475  J° 
'4 


Total  receipts 

Total  amount  of  warrants  paid.* 


$28,966  45 

IS. 714  57 


510,251  ss 


Balance  on  hand  November  ist,  187S 
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The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of— 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  S125  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  S33)^  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher,  Miss  Ford  Heath,  with  a salary  of  §30  a month. 

A teacher,  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing,  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  S30 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  $50  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  George  Zoeller,  with  a salary  of  332  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y Parsons,  with  a salary  of  $24  a month. 

A music  reader,  .Miss  Rosa  Plato,  with  a salary  of  315  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Charles  Fredericlc,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Neppie  Conway,  with  a salary  of  Si 5 a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  SS  a month.  | 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a month. 

A gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S40  1 

a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S20  1 

a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murph}',  with  a salary  of  S18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  I.izzic  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A laundress,  Sarah  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  $15  a month. 

An  assi.stant  laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  wdth  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  wdth  a salary  of  S14  a month.  ! 

A dining-room  girl,  Kate  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Nelly  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  39  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing  | 
and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the 
year,  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  e.xtraordinary  expenses  of  the  year  include  an  item  of  thirteen  1 
hundred  dollars  for  a pipe  organ  manufactured  by  W'illiam  H.  Clarke  & : 
Co  , of  Indianapolis,  which  was  completed  and  set  up  in  the  Institution  i 
in  May.  It  is  an  instrument  that  has  long  been  needed  in  the  musical 
department  of  the  Institution,  to  give  to  the  advanced  pupils  in  music 
instruction  that  nothing  else  can  take  the  place  of  and  that  gives  them 
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opportunities  that  many  blind  persons  liave  used  to  their  great  advan- 
tage. The  high  reputation  of  tlie  makers,  and  the  very  low  price  at 
which  the  organ  was  offered,  induced  the  suggestion  of  its  purchase, 
which,  after  a careful  investigation  into  the  merits  and  prices  of  other 
organs,  was  completed.  The  Institution  now  rejoices  in  tlie  possession 
of  a fine  pipe  organ  with  twenty  stops,  a full  set  of  pedals,  and  every- 
thing that  a pupil  upon  the  organ  needs  to  become  a thorough  and 
accomplished  organist.  In  the  very  brief  list  of  occupations  in  which  a 
blind  person  can  successfully  compete  with  the  seeing,  music  teaching 
stands  first,  h'xperience  has  conclusi\ely  established  this  fact,  and  it  is 
the  aim  of  all  of  the  institutions  for  rhe  blind  in  this  country  to  make 
their  musical  department  as  thorough  and  complete  as  possible. 

The  work  of  educating  the  blind  to  become  independent,  intelligent, 
useful  members  of  society,  is  a difficult  one.  It  presents  problems  that 
involve  vexed  questions  in  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  and  social 
science;  but  our  pressing  needs  cannot  wait  for  tlieir  solution.  The 
methods  of  the  past  forty  years  have  done  well.  Mr.  Win.  Cliapin,  the 
revered  Superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  blind, 
who  has  had  the  longest  experience  as  superintendent  of  a school  for 
the  blind  of  any  one  in  this  country,  and  probably  in  the  world,  pre- 
pared for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  blind,  that  met  last  August  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  a most  interesting 
and  elaborate  series  of  statistics,  involving  the  review  of  the  histories  of 
the  pupils  of  nearly  every  institution  for  the  blind  in  the  country  for  the 
last  fort)’  years,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  them,  which  showed 
that  fifty-six  per  cent,  of  those  completing  their  course  in  these  insti- 
tutions had  become  self-supporting  citizens,  filling  positions  of  honor 
and  usefulness  all  over  the  land.  These  are  the  practical  results  of  the 
American  system  of  educating  the  defective  classes,  of  which  any  nation 
may  be  proud. 

There  is  much  that  remains  to  be  done,  man)-  tendencies  toward  evil 
in  the  present  system  that  need  correcting,  before  our  schools  for  the 
blind  accomplish  all  that  is  properly  within  their  scope.  In  the  aggre- 
gation of  so  many  children  under  one  roof,  man)’  family  influences  are 
necessarily  sacrificed,  and  cold  discipline  and  rigid  system  take  their 
places.  In  the  prompt  supply  of  every  want,  in  the  ready  service 
lavished  upon  the  recipients  of  the  State’s  bounty,  there  is  the  smallest 
room  for  teaching  self-denial,  or  for  inculcating  lessons  of  economy  and 
thrift.  A repulsive  selfishness,  an  overweening  conceit,  a contemptible 
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discontent  with  what  the  State  so  kindly  furnishes,  and  an  unreasonable 
longing  for  things  which  are  beyond  the  province  of  the  State  to  give, 
are  among  the  things  that  make  one  side  of  institution  life  dark  and 
unwholesome,  and  tend  to  weaken  the  moral  development  that  is  needed 
in  a well-balanced  character. 

To  teach  a blind  child  to  accurately  observe,  when  the  great  observ- 
ing sense  is  lacking,  to  develop  the  often  unused  sense  of  touch,  to 
strengthen  the  nerveless  fingers,  and  make  the  flaccid  hand  obedient  to 
the  will,  to  correct  the  uncouth  habits  and  awkward,  untidy  ways  inci- 
dental to  blindness,  to  overcome  the  stultifying  effects  of  ignorance  and 
neglect,  to  inculcate  habits  of  correct  thinking  based  upon  actual  facts 
that  can  be  made  tangible  to  the  blind  child,  may  well  tax  the  ingenuity 
and  patience  of  the  ablest  teachers.  But  to  develop  integrity,  perse- 
verence,  energy,  and  industry,  to  successfully  cultivate  charity,  mod- 
esty, and  contentment  in  the  blind  child's  character,  require  the  highest 
kind  of  grace  and  wisdom,  to  the  possession  of  which  few  may  lay 
claim. 

Nevertheless,  the  present  condition  of  the  school  is  hopeful.  The 
new  teachers  have  taken  hold  of  their  work  with  an  energy,  a self-devo- 
tion, and  a high  sense  of  duty  that  is  in  itself  an  earnest  of  success; 
and,  though  the. past  year  has  had  its  sorrowful  side  in  its  wasted  oppor- 
tunities, its  lamentable  failures,  and  its  cruel  disappointments,  it  has 
brought  to  us  its  compensations  in  renewed  activities,  hopeful  resolu- 
tions, and  vigorous  efforts  for  good- 

It  is  a pleasure  to  assure  you  of  the  perfect  harmony  and  unity  of 
action  and  purpose  existing  at  present  among  all  engaged  in  carrj'ing  on 
the  work  of  which  you  have  charge.  This  is  one  of  the  most  essential 
elements  of  success,  and  will  go  far,  with  the  personal  and  official  assist- 
ance that  you  have  always  given,  and  are  ready  to  give,  to  make  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  no  unworthy 
representative  of  what  an  advanced  and  Christian  civilization  aims  to 
accom[:lish  in  the  education  of  the  blind. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuly  submitted. 


B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Supt. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEP:  ON  BUILDING  AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind : 

Gentlemen:  Your  Couninittee  would  respectfully  repoit,  that  during 
the  past  year  they  have  attended,  as  usual,  to  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement 
of  their  accounts  to  the  Governor  ot  the  State.  A summary  of  these 
statements  is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  H.  COCHRAN, 

Z.  M.  SHERLEY, 

T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 

Com.nittee. 


Expenditures  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  October  30,  1S78. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a i 
child  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only  required  that  | 
the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education  : 
in  the  ordinary  schools  ; that  it  be  of  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and 
within  the  school  ages  of  six  and  sixteen;  for  it  must  be  remembered  ■ 
that  the  Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is 
destitute,  the  fact  should  be  so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and  in  that  , 
case  clothing  will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and  ; 
closes  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any  time, 
but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the  i 
session. 

Blind  persons  over  sixteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon  i 

special  conditions.  i 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintendent,  j 
or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with  any 
person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
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FOA^  TlfE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  i,  1879. 


PROPERTY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  KENTUCKY. 


FRANK  FOK  T,  KV.: 
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REPORT  OF  PRICSIDENT  OF  THE  HOARD  (^F  TRUSTEES. 


Lol'isville,  Kentucky,  November  lo,  1S79. 

To  //is  Exccliincy  Luke  P.  Bi.ackhukn,  Governor  of  t/ic  Connnomvealt/i 

of  Ken/uc/cy : 

Honored  Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  in 
accordance  with  the  unanimous  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Kentuch}'  Institution  for  the  F.ducation  of  the 
Blind,  The  members  of  the  Board,  in  giving  their  cordial  indorsement 
to  the  Report,  speak  from  personal  knowledge.  I cheerfully  bear  tes- 
timony to  their  faithful  performance  of  duty,  and  that  they  know  very 
thoroughly  every  department  of  the  Institution.  No  bill  whatever  can 
be  paid  except  by  the  action  of  the  Board,  and  at  each  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Board  every  bill  is  thoroughly  scrutinized  before  any  action  is 
taken.  The  liberality  of  Kentucky  toward  this  one  of  her  defective 
classes  is  as  effectuall)'  guarded  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be.  Ifiach 
member  of  the  Board  feels  that  this  is  a sacred  fund,  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Blind,  and  every  dollar  is  scrupulously  expended  only  in 
their  behalf. 

The  heart  of  philanthropists  everywhere  will  rejoice  to  know  that 
this  beneficent  Institution  of  Kentucky’s  wise  and  noble  care  for  this 
“ defective  class  ” is  in  a highly  flourishing  condition  At  no  time  in  its 
entire  history  has  it  been  in  as  prosperous  condition  as  it  is  now. 
Under  the  able  and  masterly  superintendence  of  Mr.  Huntoon,  its  edu- 
cational facilities  are  now  ample  and  abundant,  and  they  are  managed 
with  consummate  ability.  The  duties  of  the  Matron  are  discharged  so 
efficiently  that  their  performance  merits  and  commands  our  entire  ap 
probation.  And  in  full  accord  with  these  important  trusts,  we  now- 
have  a corps  of  teachers,  who  find  their  fullest  enjoyment  in  faithful!}- 
performing  the  duties  of  their  position  w-ith  skill  and  fidelity;  in  at- 
tending to  their  own  important  trusts  ; in  letting  all  other  things  alone. 
In  this  way  they  have  won  our  esteem  and  confidence  ; by  these  means 
they  have  promoted  harmony,  peace,  and  contentment.  The  good 
effects  of  this  course  are  seen  in  the  studious  deportment  of  the  pupils, 
and  in  their  advancement  in  useful  knowledge.  There  are  pupils  in 
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this  school,  both  male  and  female,  who  would  be  ornaments  to  any 
school  in  the  land,  in  their  studies,  and  in  beauty  of  deportment. 

We  take  pleasure  in  commending  this  Educational  Institution  to  the 
care  and  wisdom  of  the  State  authorities. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Bnant  of  'Tms/us  of  the  hCentueky  rmtitution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


offici<:rs  and  tkachicrs  of  tuf  ki-.ntuckv  insti  tu- 
tion FOR  TUF  FDUCATION  OF  THE  RLINI). 


HOARD  OK  MsnOBS. 

1)K.  r.  S.  tU-'.I  .I.,  I’RK.SIDKN  r, 

IION.  \VM.  nUI-l-OCK, 

(JAVIN  11.  COCHRAN, 

W.  N.  IIAI.DKMA.N, 

Hon.  JA.MKS  H.H<R1S()N, 

Hon.  r.  1..  JEFFERSON, 

\VM.  KENDRK  K, 

Rkv.  J.  H.  HIA  WOOH, 

Hon.  H.  J.  STITES. 

TRKA.Sl  RKK. 

JKHIN  G.  li ARRET. 

I'llYSlOlAN. 

I',  s.  hf.li,,  m.  h. 

SKCRK.rARV  AND  SUKKRIN  I KNDENr. 

li.  II.  11  UNTOON. 

M \TRON. 

Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TK  ACMHRS. 

Miss  R FORD  HE.\TH, 

Miss  NINA  V.  GRISTE, 

Miss  JUI.IA  I’URNEl.L. 

TKVfllKRS  OK  MUSIC. 

GEORGE  ZOEI.LER, 

Mrs.  S.  .M.  I’ARSONS. 

TF.ACHKR  OK  HANDICRAFT. 

DAVID  L.VSCH. 

SKA.MSTRKSS. 

Miss  SUSAN  SA  ITERTHWAI  I'E. 

.Ml'Sir  RKADKR. 

ROS\  I’L.Vro. 

ASSISTANT  I’lTTI.'^. 

CHARI.FIS  FREDERICK, 
NANNIE  I’.  IIROWN, 

NF.IT’IF.  CONWAV, 

ItARIiAR.V  .McKlNNEV. 
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SUI’F.RINTKNDENTS  RKl’ORT. 


10  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind  ; 

CiENTi.HMHN : I'lic  number  of  pupils  that  have  received  instruction  in 
the  past  year  is  eitrhty-five,  whose  names  and  residences  are  herewith 


given  : 

Xaiftfs. 

John  Allen, 

James  Antle, 

Charles  Haron,  . 

John  William  Baxter, 
John  Beckman,  . 
Matthew  Blute, 
Thomas  H.  Boggs. 
Charles  Bohanon,  . 
I’atrick  lR)ston,  . 
Harrison  Branch, 
Charles  Brown, 
Nannie  i’  Brown,  . 
Almc)rah  Brj  ant, 
Robert  Caldwell, 
Margaret  Carpenter,  . 
Etta  Catlett,  . 
William  Clark,  . 
Clarence  Coffin. 
Neppie  Conway, 
Edward  Cornell, 
Josiah  Cu[)ples,  . 
Emma  Curran, 
Benjamin  M Day, 
Molly  Defenbaugh, 
Frank  Dollins.  . 
Gertrude  Drescher, 
John  F'rnst, 

John  Ethcredge, 

Anna  F'ahy, 


Madison  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Greenup  county. 

Louisville. 

Covington. 

Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 

Metcalfe  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Cloverport. 
War.saw. 

Jefferson  county. 
Mayslick. 

Princeton. 

Christian  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Versailles. 

Louisville. 

Falmouth. 

l.ouisville. 

Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

I .ouisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Pulaski  county. 
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Xames. 

Resitfcncis. 

Winnie  Fallaher,  .... 

Louisville. 

Jeannie  Fitzpatrick,  . . . 

Horse  Cave. 

Joseph  S I'ranklin, 

Hickman  county. 

Robert  F'ox,  .... 

Louisville. 

Charlc.s  Frederick, 

Louisville. 

John  Gannon,  .... 

Louisville. 

Soplironia  Gibbons, 

Clinton  county. 

Lawrence  Hausman, 

Newport. 

William  Heiser,  . , . . 

Newport. 

Edward  Mess,  .... 

Louisville. 

F'anny  Hugle,  .... 

Trimble  county. 

Josie  Kearn.s,  .... 

. . . Jefferson  county. 

Anna  Hell  Kendall, 

Louisville. 

Mary  Landis,  .... 

Lexington. 

Nora  Lillis,  ..... 

Frankfort. 

John  Long,  .... 

Louisville. 

Jerrold  Loyd,  . . . , 

Louisville. 

Daniel  McCue,  . . , , 

Louisville. 

Thomas  McGavie,  . . , . 

Louisville. 

Barbara  McKinney,  . 

Crab  Orchard. 

Thomas  Meddis,  .... 

Cloverport. 

George  Miller,  .... 

Calhoun. 

Flora  Moore,  .... 

Whitley  county. 

Noah  Morehead, 

Webster  county. 

Elijah  Morgan,  .... 

Woodford  county 

James  Murray,  .... 

Louisville. 

Daniel  Jackson  Osteen,  . 

Christian  county. 

Alice  Parsons,  , . . . 

Louisville. 

Delia  Patton,  ..... 

Ohio  county. 

William  Perkins, 

Owensboro. 

Olivia  Powers,  .... 

Henry  county. 

Charles  Purdy,  .... 

Daviess  county. 

Eva  Riggs,  ..... 

Kenton  county. 

Rebecca  Roberts, 

Lexington. 

Max  Rushing,  .... 

Caldw'ell  county. 

Georgia  Sale,  .... 

Louisville. 

Louis  Schafer,  .... 

Louisville. 

Elise  Selke,  .... 

Louisville. 

William  Settle,  .... 

Barren  county. 

James  Shacklett, 

Hardin  counLv. 

INSTITUi'ION  KOK  TIIK  III, INI). 
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A’/Wf*?. 

Nimrod  Shepherd,  . 

Clinton  county. 

Beierlv  Smith,  .... 

. Crittenden  county. 

ICdith  Smith,  .... 

, Louisville. 

James  Stephens, 

Waj’ue  county. 

i b'reil.  Telkamer, 

Louisville. 

Uniile  Trebing,  .... 

Louisville. 

Jesse  Vanmeter, 

Fayette  county. 

Johanna  Varble, 

. Oldham  county 

Agatha  Weaver, 

Lewis  county. 

Jane  Weaver,  . . • • 

. • . Lewis  county. 

Naomi  Wells, 

Mercer  county. 

Nannie  Wems,  .... 

. Jefferson  county. 

W'illiam  Whelan,  . 

'.  . . Louisville. 

James  Whitty,  .... 

Louisville. 

Joseph  Williams, 

Henderson  county. 

Ola  Wood,  .... 

Jefferson  county. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  earnest  work  and  harmony  among 
all  connected  with  the  Institution,  and,  as  a consequence,  commendable 
progress  has  been  made  by  the  [)upils. 

I'hghteen  of  the  pupils  finislied  their  course  of  instruction  last  year, 
and  twelve  of  these  are  maintaining  themselves.  Owing  to  this  un- 
usually large  number  leaving  at  once,  the  school  has  opened  with  but 
si,\ty-two  pupils,  though  it  is  probable  that  this  number  will  be  in- 
creased during  the  year 

In  our  State,  as  in  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  there  are  many 
parents  who  do  not  send  their  blind  children  to  school.  The  parents 
are  ofien  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  school,  or  ignorant  of  its 
character  That  it  is  a free  boarding  school  of  the  highest  class,  sup- 
plied with  the  best  attainable  apparatus  for  teaching  the  blind,  and 
teachers  skilled  in  their  work,  maintained  by  the  State,  as  a part  of 
her  system  of  education,  all  under  the  management  of  a l^oard  of  Trus- 
tees, selected  by  the  Governor  for  their  wisdom  anil  ability,  seems  to 
be  a fact  hard  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  many.  Not  a year  passes 
but  application  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  diseased  eyes,  or  for  the 
maintenance  of  some  adult  blind  pauper.  The  idea  of  educating  blind 
children  seems  to  many  so  inconceivable,  that  in  their  minds  the  design 
of  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  must  be  either  that  of  a hospital,  or  of 
an  asylum.  The  result  is,  that  not  twenty-five  per  cent,  ol  the  blind 
children  of  the  countr\'  receive  any  education. 
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From  positive  knowledge  received  from  onr  pupils  concerning  blind 
children  known  to  them,  whose  parents,  for  various  reasons,  refuse  to 
send  them  to  school,  and  reckoning  that  there  must  be  many  more  of 
whom  we  are  ignorant,  it  is  probable  that  there  are  two  hundred  blind 
children  in  the  State  growing  up  without  an  education.  How  to  reach 
the  parents  of  these  children  thus  growing  up  in  a double  night  of  dark- 
ness and  ignorance  is  a difficult  problem,  but  its  solution  is  most  impor- 
tant to  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

The  purpose  of  the  State  in  founding  the  school  was  to  give  to  the 
blind  child  as  good  an  education  as  it  offered  to  the  seeing  child,  and,  in 
addition,  teach  it  a trade  by  which  its  self-support  could  be  insured. 
Though  the  difficulties  in  the  way  have  been  great,  the  Kentuck}-  Insti- 
tution for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  is  doing  work  that  will  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  any  public  school  in  the  State.  The  blind  are 
taught  to  read,  and  write,  and  cipher.  Geography,  history,  grammar, 
physiology,  natural  history  and  philosophy,  algebra,  geometry,  in  fact, 
all  the  branches  usually  taught  to  the  seeing,  are  taught  to  the  blind. 
In  addition  to  this,  special  pains  are  taken  to  bestow  a most  thorough 
musical  education  upon  those  who  possess  decided  talent  in  this  direc- 
tion, because  it  is  in  the  practice  of  music  as  an  art  that  the  blind  can 
best  compete  with  the  seeing.  The  boys  receive  instruction  from  a 
blind  teacher  in  broom-making,  mattress  making,  and  the  various 
methods  of  cane  seating  chairs  The  girls  are  taught  how  to  sew  and 
knit  by  hand,  how  to  mend  and  make  their  own  garments,  and  the  use 
of  the  sewing  and  knitting  machines. 

Destitute  pupils,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Judge  of  the  county  from 
which  they  come,  will  be  provided  wdth  clothing. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and 
continue.s  till  the  middle  of  June.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the 
pupils  should  be  present  on  the  first  da>-.  The  School  is  so  organized 
that  the  regular  work  begins  promptly  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  first  day;  and  we  have  never  yet  discovered  a single  blind  child 
so  gifted  as  to  afford  to  lose  a single  hour  of  instruction.  It  is  not 
among  the  laggards  who  return  two  or  three  or  four  days  or  weeks 
after  school  begins  that  we  look  for  the  most  promising  results,  or  have 
the  highest  hopes  for  future  success.  1 he  blind  child  necessarily  pro- 
gresses slower  in  its  education  than  the  seeing  child,  while  it  is  in  no 
respect  more  fond  of  learning  ; hence  the  greater  need  of  its  beginning 
its  education  while  the  mind  is  still  in  its  most  docile  and  receptive  con- 
dition. A blind  child  whose  education  begins  at  tw-elve.  In  two  years 
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time  is  still  behind  the  child  whose  education  be^'an  at  eifjht  ; ami  no 
blind  child  has  a moment  to  lose  in  the  work  of  obtaining  an  education 
riiere  is  need  of  greater  thoroughness,  energ)',  and  ambition  on  its 
part,  and  far  greater  patience,  assiduity,  energy,  and  devotion  on  the 
part  of  its  teacher. 

While  judged  by  tliis  high  standard,  our  School  is  deficient  in  many 
respects,  still  the  faithful  labor  of  our  teachers  has  not  been  in  vain. 
We  can  count  some  bacj  tendencies  repressed,  some  hopeful  aims  and 
efforts  encouraged  ; ami  we  can  see.  looking  back  over  the  whole  year, 
that  while  laziness,  idlene.ss.  and  indifference  have  thwarted  our  work 
and  dwarfed  our  hopes,  that  industry,  perseverence,  and  energy  have 
had  their  triumphs;  and,  on  the  whole,  these  last  have  had  more  influ- 
ence for  good  than  the  others  have  had  for  bad.  In  fact,  the  regular 
routine  of  a well-disciplined  school,  its  hours  set  apart  for  work  and 
play,  for  meals,  for  bathing,  for  excicise,  for  study,  for  sleep,  all  tend 
to  secure  the  healthiest  condition  of  mind  and  body.  Cleanliness, 
punctualit)-,  obedience,  and  many  other  desirable  traits  of  character 
are  fostered  by  such  training;  and  the  blind  child  that  comes  to  an 
Institution  for  the  Blind  uncouth,  awkward,  and  ignorant,  after  a course 
of  years  of  careful  instruction,  leaves  it  an  altered  being. 

It  is  a part  of  the  plan  of  the  school  to  preserve  unbroken  all  the 
home  ties  that  ought  to  exist  between  the  child  and  its  home.  It  is 
for  this  reason,  especially  desirable,  that  each  pupil  should  spend  its 
vacation  at  home.  The  child's  whole  future  welfare,  after  leaving  the 
Institution,  may  depend  upon  his  having  the  confidence  and  acquaint- 
ance of  his  neighborhood,  by  whom  his  yearly  progress  has  been 
marked  and  known,  and  to  wdiom  his  permanent  success  may  thus  be 
a matter  of  general  interest. 

The  charter  of  the  Institution  requires  an  annual  summary  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenses,  to  be  presented  to  \ ou,  and  an  enumeration  of  the 


employes  of  the  Institution,  and  the  wages  paid  to  each.  These  state- 
ments are  as  follows  : 

Halance  on  han<I  November  Isi,  1.S78 Slo,.25i  SK 

Fourth  quarterly  allowaiici",  less  exchange  ^.482  52 

Annual  aIlowanc<i,  less  exchange ■ • • ^ 

First  <juarterly  allowance,  less  exchange  4^ 

Second  (juarterly  allowaiiC',  less  exchange 2,t>57  40 

Receipts  from  workslujp -9’^ 

Third  (jiiartcrly  allowance 

Receipts  from  sales  of  refuse  . 5® 

Receipts  from  sewing-room M 3© 


Total  ...  53®* ^^5 

Total  warrants  paid ....  i9,4Sii  39 


Balance  on  hantl 310.S05  51 
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The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of — 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  Si  25  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  $Z3/i  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month, 

A teacher.  Miss  Ford  Heath,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  S30 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  S50  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  George  Zoeller,  with  a salary  of  S32  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  S24  a 
month. 

A music  reader,  Miss  Rosa  Plato,  with  a salary  of  Sr5  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  S40  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Neppie  Conway,  with  a salary  of  S15  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary  of  SlO  a rnonth. 

An  assistant  pupil,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  $5  a month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a month. 

A gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S40 
a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a salarj-  of  S20 
a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  giS  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A laundress.  Sarah  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  St 5 a month. 

An  assistant  laundress,  Mary  Curr}',  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  with  a salary  of  S14  ^ month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  S14  ^ month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Kate  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  S14  ^ month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl.  Nelly  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  Sio 
a month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  emplo\'ed  foi  but 
ten  months  of  the  year,  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  details  of  the  work  of  the  Institution  >'ou  are  familiar  with.  To 
your  constant  supervision,  j'our  earnest  sympath)’,  your  timely  counsel, 
your  large  appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  school,  and  your  judgment 
in  suppl)'ing  them  is  due  the  position  among  the  other  schools  foi  the 
blind  in  the  country  now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Su/<criiiUiiihnl. 


iNsirruTioN  I'-uK  riiK  lii.iNi). 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIT  TEE  ON  BUILDING  AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kenturky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind: 

Gentlemen;  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  they'  have  attended,  as  usual,  to  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement 
of  their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  State.  A summary  of  these 
statements  is  herewith  appended.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted 

G.  H.  COCHRAN, 

T.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
\VM.  KENDRICK. 


Expenditures  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  October  i.  1879. 


1 
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1,545  98  51,908  03  52.464  30  5f,86i  57 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a 
child  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only  required  that 
the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education 
in  the  ordinar\’  schools;  that  it  be  of  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and 
within  the  school  ages  of  six  and  sixteen;  for  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asj-lum.  If  the  child  is 
destitute,  the  fact  should  be  so  certified  by  the  County  Judge,  and  in 
that  case  clothing  will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and 
closes  on  the  third  Friday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any 
time,  but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of 
the  session. 

Blind  persons  over  sixteen  }'ears  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon 
special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintend- 
ent, or  from  an)'  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with 
any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 


(Tilc  Jfti0ciac 

VIXTOX,  IOWA.  ArillL,  1S70. 


ADUi/r  rurii.s.  ; 

B.  B.  nUNTOOK. 

TIk-  •subject  of  adult  pupils  is  a most  im- 
portjuu  one.  Wo  hold  *8  a fundamental  prin- 
.<'iple,  that  our  school  is  hut  a branch  of  the 
public  school  system  ■of  the  state,  and  there- 
fore onjv  those  within  the  school  ap;e  shouid 
ho  admitted  as  pupils.  Kcverthcless,  we  are 
burdened  with  some  who  have  no  friends  and  I 
■who.se  only  refuge  is  fho  alms-house,  and  who  \ 
have  remained  with  us  year  after  year  from 
■an  nnwillingncsB  on  the  p'art  of  the  trustees 
10  send  them  aw.ay.  We  have  one  young 
■man,  of  terhle  mind,  who  has  been  herewince 
.■fi  babe  in  arms,  who  is  a fit  subject  for  the 
.alms-house.  It  is  clearly  to  tbc  intcre.st  of 
liio  school  lhat  such  inmates  should  bo  wced- 
! Oil  out. 

Ag.'lin  we  Jwvcsomo  adult  jmpils  who  come 
■to  us  just  within  age -those  have  learned 
■sinnething.  and  it  is  with  the  faint  hope  that 
we  may  teach  them  more  tiiatwo  allow  them 
to  continue,  ll  is  probable  that  the  good  we 
do  them  IS  m-ore  than  overbalanced  by  the 
injurj'  Uiey  do  the  school. 

Again  « e imvo  sonic,  received  n'hen  far  o- 
vin-  age,  wh-o  ought  never  to  Lave  been  re- 
s-eivcd.  'J  hese  have  come  with  the  moat 
I'lansa-I'le  t qnesentations,  and  when  tlve  gate 
is  once  opened  it  is  very  difficult  to  close  it. 

I am  of  ihe  ojiinion  th.at  the  trustees  mean 
jnever  to  o]  en  it  age.in  with  us,  Ij  has  been 
[iroved  to  n.s  ly  c.xperience  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  (lithcult  things  in  the  world  for  an 
;ndn’.t  to  becc-me  a .child  again  and  ]iut  him- 
self in  iea.diiiig  strings.  Thoi^gh  he  may 
think  him*clf  able  to  do  so  he  rarely  wiooeods 
even  tinder  the  most  protnising  coiulitions. 


'I'ii'-  Ii:h'  been  aeeiietomed  to  tdiink  for 

1 iii'-ri'.  tn  rc^iiJute  his  outgoings  and  incom 
i''g''  at  l.i.-'  own  wdl,  to  decide  licsr  hr  wdl 
learn  and  to  have  a voire  in  nil  iliat  terns 
himsolh  lie  js  always  ready  to  argue,  and 
lo  insist  ujioo  his  own  way  as  preferable  to 
hi"  teacher's — merely  bceause  it  is  Ids  way. 
In  other  words  he  is  long  past  the  teachable 
rage.  His  mind  is  cither  rniechled  by  utter 
disuse  or  warjied  and  distorted  by  ignorant 
wnys.  His  habits  are  fixed  and  lie  kicks  ei- 
ther the  will  or  the  jxjwer  to  change  them. 

Too  often  he  is  the  over  indulged  child, 
who  ha«  been  crticHy  allowed  to  have  its  own 
w.ay  iind  to  grow  np  in  ignorance  until  he, 
has  become  such  an  appalling  nuisance  or  eye 
sore  in  bis  neighborhood,  that  his  fellow 
•ritUena  have  fairly  compelled  an  effort  to 
bo  made  for  liis  renovation-  Naturally 
sncli  » picrson  is  Trotu  most  ignorant  sur- 
roundings wJw'b  have  not  failed  to  react  on 
bis  character.  I.t  is  needless  to  say  that 
such  persons  otter  peculiar  difficulties  to  all 
who  attempt  to  elevate.  I will  not  say  that 
it  is  impos,sihJe  to  educate  such  persons.  I 
only  say  that  I pity  those  who  try  to  do  it. 
The  efficiency  of  any  school  will  suffer  from 
the  presence  of  a single  numb-soull  of  (his 
variety,  1 do  not  consider  our  schools  to  bo 
fbrmod  t.i  rescue  those  whom  friends  and 
relatives  hav.e  ccnuhincd  to  make  shipwreck 
.ol  all  the  poHsihilitics  of  youth.  It  raav 
possilily  happen  that  a man  has  through 
.iccideut  or  disease  lost  Ills  eye  sight  late  in 
life,  and  conics  lo  ins  with  Iho  express  desire 
lo  loam  11  trade.  Here  is  a fertile  source  of 
iHivrciiicC  'flic  whole  stiiry  may  ho  a Silso 
one.  He  maybe  an  “Institution  burumor” 
who  travels  from  one  institution  to  another 
beating  each  one  out  of  a j'car  or  two  j'oav’s 
maintenance,  or  be  may  be  a !ary  ra.sc.ai 
who  seeks  a home  for  a liard  winter,  and 
pleads  bis  blindncfw  a»  im  excuse.  U’e  are 
very  suspicious  of  theui  all.  Ii  is  much 
easier  to  t cfu.se  sncli  in  the  out«t  tl.an  lo  gel 
1 rid  of  tlioiii  after  they  here  oiieo  e'fectcd  aj 


lodj'iuciit.  .Fubt  IIS  buic  ;id  wo  ..Kon'.iit  ttic 
buFinosH  of  ruiinin;,'  a Pclvooi,  o'n's  ho'.ieo. 
«>id  a liOfioilal  for  tlio  tivauaieii<  ol  s'ire  ov'i- 
ik!l  in  one,  we  sLul!  iuii  in  cver^’  jiart  of  'uo 
tiij.orlite  nrrangrioci.t. 

ItiepobF'iblo  tbaf  b}'  uniform'y  refiisint; 
j fo  Jake  r.  j'Uj/il  over  age,  ’.76  nniy  oeia-.ion 
! ally  I'ojccf  s loForving  lape.  It  it  m.l  I’er-i’ 

I irr.ttioiiHl  jo  have  tbc  iiicarsof  ojietiii.g  ib.c 
I school  JO  one  of  whom  we  are  c<  j! air.  that 
there  18  a bright  hfi})c  of  mt'oans.  fvtilJ  wo 
1 must  be  aKsnred  tiuit  the  rase  is  mdeed,  an 
exeejitional  one,  beyond  question, 

; The  teachable  age  is  under  eighteen.  A 
j blind  person  who  begins  after  tlmi  time  to 
I get  an  educaliou  has  almost  insurriiounlablo 
I obstacles  to  conquer.  He  rmist  bo  blessed 
! with  unfailing  patience,  in'uomitalije  i'<y8''ver- 
anee,  iiiMija-iuible  energy^  unwonti.'ij  dociliiv 
and  if  he  is  to  bet  onie  an  iiumitc  o!  a board 
ing  school  and  associate  with  children  his  hab- 
its must  bo  coiTCCt  and  bis  chanicter  irre- 
proachable. And  such  a persi  ii,  even  when 
iOnnd,  wil!  do  well  anywJ  ere,  even  witnoni 
the  ai  l of  what  our  school  eoald  giro  ium. 


LOUIS  BRAILLE, 

TiOuis  Liai'le  was  born  at  Lagny,  Paris 
i”  1809.  lie  waR  blind  from  birth,  and  at 
the  .age  of  ton  yc.ars,  w.ie  admitted  to  the 
royal  in.stilulion  fo  tiio  blitid.  lie  was  one 
of  the  finest  organists  in  Paris,  and  had  few 
oqi'.als  as  a vioionecliist.  In  1829,  he  formed 
'the  idea  of  imprcving  B:  rbi^r’s  Fysiem  and 
so  comjilclciy  tarried  it  ir'o  e};eet,  that  the 
Bniille  system  was  sbtirtlv  nftcrw.ard  irtro- 
duceci  into  tbc  I arts  ;iH>t  lutiOTi.  It  is  now 
the  .'ystem  of  writing  adopted  in  Kui"ope  and 
.III  most  of  the  ijmiil in un'H  of  t,iis  country’. 

I Rooks  have  bne.-i  jamited  in  the  Braille  sys- 
! tern  by  the  French  .and  other  continental 
j institutipus. 
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REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


Louisville,  Kv.,  November  i,  1880. 

To  His  Excellency  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  Governor  of  the  Coniinonwccillh 
of  Kentucky : 

Honored  Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instruction  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  School  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  established  and 
fostered  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  I herewith  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a full  Report  of  the  School  from  November,  1879, 
vember,  1880.  The  facts  of  the  Report  are  well  known  to  the  members 
of  the  Board,  because  they  actively  participate  in  everything  that 
conceins  the  School,  and  nothing  can  be  done  without  their  full  con- 
currence. There  has  never  been  a time  in  the  entire  history  of  the 
School  when  its  affairs,  a.s  a school,  were  more  harmonious,  more  useful, 
more  prosperous  than  they  have  been  during  the  past  twelve  months! 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  this  in  its  behalf. 

I very  respectfully  submit  the  Report,  and  remain, 

Uith  great  respect,  yours  very  truly, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  The  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  instruction 
durino^  the  past  year  is  seventy-eight.  Their  names  and  residences  are 


as  follows : 

Nanus. 

James  Antle,  - 
Charles  Baron, 

J.  William  Baxter,  - 
John  Beckman,  - 
Charles  Bohanon,  - 
Thomas  PI.  Boggs, 
Nannie  P.  Brown,  - 
Almorah  Bryant, 
Matthew  Bluett, 
Robert  J.  Caldwell, 
Anna  May  Carlisle, 
Margaret  Carpenter, 
Etta  Catlett, 

Wm.  B.  Clark, 
Clarence  Coffin, 
Neppie  R.  Conway, 
Edward  Cornell, 
Stephen  D.  Crab, 
Josiah  Cupples, 
Emma  Curran, 
Benjamin  M.  Day,  - 
Cynthia  A.  Deaton, 
E'rank  B.  Dollins, 
Gertrude  Drescher, 
William  Dunn, 

John  Ernst,  - 
Anna  Eahy, 

Jeannie  Fitzpatrick, 


Residences. 

- Louisville. 
Louisville. 

- Greenup  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 

- Warsaw. 

Jefferson  county. 

- Newport. 

Mayslick. 

Henderson. 

Princeton. 

- Christian  county. 
Louisville. 
Loui-sville. 
Versailles. 

- Louisville. 
Smithfield. 

- Falmouth. 
Louisville. 
Elizabethtown. 
Rockcastle  county. 

- Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

- Grant  county. 
Louisville. 

- Pulaski  county. 
Hart  county. 
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Jos.  Sidney  Franklin, 
Cliarles  Frederick, 
John  Gannon,  - 
Soplironia  Gibbons, 
Lorenz  Ilausman, 

J.  William  lleiser, 
Edvvard  Hess,  - 
Irene  Mite, 

B.  B.  Hoskins, 

Fanny  Hugel, 

Josie  Kearns,  - 
Anna  J5clle  Kendall, 
Mary  Landiss,  - 
Nora  Lillis,  - 
John  Long, 

Jerry  Loyd,  - 
Michael  McCarthy,  - 
Thomas  McGavie, 
Barbara  McKinney, 
Thomas  Meddis,  - 
Flora  Moore,  - 
Elijah  Morgan, 

James  Murray, 

Daniel  J.  Osteen,  - 
Alice  Parsons,  - 
Wm.  Perkins, 

Ollie  Powers,  - 
Charles  Purdy, 

Piva  Riggs, 

Max  Rushing, 

Joseph  Ryan, 

Georgia  Sale, 

Louis  Schafer, 

Elise  Selke,  - 
Wm.  Settle, 
lidith  V.  Smith,  - 
P'rank  Smith, 

James  Stephens, 
P'red.  Telkamer, 

VV.  Butler  Timmons, 


Hickman  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Albany. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Jefferson  county. 

Boyle  county. 

Trimble  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Le.xington. 

P'rankfort. 

Louisville. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Nelson  county. 
Whitley  county. 
Woodford  county. 
Louisville. 
Christian  county. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro, 
Smithfield. 

Daviess  county. 
P'lorencc. 

Caldwell  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Wa\-ne  county. 
Louisville. 
Calloway  county. 
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Emile  Trebing, 
Marj''  Turpin, 
Jesse  Vanmeter, 
Joanna  Varble, 
Agatha  Weaver, 
Nannie  Wems, 
Wm.  Whelan,  - 
James  Whitty, 
Joseph  Williams, 
Ola  Wood, 


Louisville. 

Warsaw. 

Lexington. 

Oldham  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Muhlenburg  county. 
Jefferson  county. 


The  law  requires  an  annual  summary  of  receipts  and  expenses,  and 
an  enumeration  of  the  employes  of  the  Institution,  with  the  wages  paid 
to  each.  These  statements  are  as  follows; 


Uiilance  on  liniid  November  ist,  1S79 
I‘'ourih  quarterly  allowance  for  1879  , 

Yearly  allowance  for  1880 

First  quarter’s  allowance  for  iSSo  . . 
Second  quarter’s  allowance  for  1880  . 
Tliird  (quarter’s  allowance  for  1880  . . 

Sale  of  horse 

Keceipls  from  workshop 

Receipts  from  sale  of  refuse 

Receipts  from  sewing-room 


$10,805  5^ 

2.376  20 
9,990  00 

2.377  60 
2,342  65 

2,203 
3S  CO 

465  75 
20  55 
28  40 


'I'otal  warrants  paid 


$30,647  66 
22,578  25 


Balance  on  hand  November  1st,  iSSo 


$8,069  41 


The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of — 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  5125  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  ^ month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  $30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  S30 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  S50  a month, 

A teacher  of  music,  George  Zoeller,  with  a salary  of  S24  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  ^>24  a 
month. 
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A imisic  reader,  Miss  Neppie  Conway,  with  a salary  of  $20  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Charles  h'rcderick,  with  a salary  of  J>40  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pujiil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  55  a 
month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  $io  a month. 

gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  540 
a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  520 
a month. 

A cook.  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  5i8  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a .salarj-  of  514  a month. 

A laundress,  Anne  Cane,  with  a salary  of  Si  5 a month. 

A laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  5 14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  with  a salary  of  5 >4  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  514  a month. 

A dining  room  girl,  Kate  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  514  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Nelly  McGuire,  with  a salary  of  5io  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  e.xcept  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but 
ten  months  of  the  year;  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  course  of  instruction  during  the  past  \'ear  has  not  materially 
differed  from  that  of  the  year  before,  and  has  comprised  reading,  writ- 
ing, arithmetic,  geography,  history,  English  grammar,  elementary  natu- 
ral history,  physiology,  and  physics. 

Special  instruction  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  has  been  given  to 
all  whose  abilities  seemed  to  show  promise  of  success  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

All  the  girls  have  received  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  needle;  and 
all  who  are  large  enough  to  sit  at  a sewing-machine  have  learned  its 
use.  Twelve  of  the  girls  have  learned  the  use  of  the  knitting-machine, 
and  twenty-one  of  them  can  cut  out  and  make  their  own  garments.  Ten 
of  these  last  are  totally  blind,  as  arc  also  nine  that  use  the  knitting- 
machines. 

All  the  boys  that  arc  of  proper  age  receive  instruction  in  handicraft 
for  one,  two,  three,  or  more  hours  a day,  according  to  their  ages.  They 
are  taught  to  make  brooms,  to  cane  chairs,  and  to  practice  simple 
upholstery,  such  as  the  making  and  repairing  of  mattresses  and  lounges. 
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Physical  exercise  holds  an  important  place  in  the  daily  work  of  the 
pupils,  and  for  this  purpose  the  school  is  divided  into  two  sections,  and 
one  hour  and  a half  is  devoted  daily  to  their  instruction  in  calisthenics. 
The  pupils  are  required  to  take  regular  baths,  and  nothing  is  neglected 
to  secure  their  continued  good  health.  There  has  been  no  case  of 
serious  illness  in  the  school  during  the  year. 

The  teachers  and  all  the  other  employes  of  the  Institution  have  been 
earnest  and  faithful  in  their  labors,  and  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  all  by  united  and  harmonious  efforts  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Institution. 

A spirit  of  mutual  forbearance  and  helpfulness  has  characterized  the 
school ; and  while  we  may  not  claim  that  we  are  entirely  free  from  all 
unfortunate  tendencies,  we  can  report  a healthy  condition  and  a promis- 
ing outlook. 

The  charges  made  last  winter  against  the  management  of  the  Institu- 
tion were,  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  investigated  by  a 
joint  committee  from  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State.  Their  report  is  as  follows : 

“ To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Conimomvealth  of  Kentucky  : 

“Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to 
your  joint  resolution  directing  us  to  visit  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  at  Louisville,  and  investigate  certain  charges 
against  that  Institute,  by  one  John  R.  Magoffin  preferred,  we  did,  in  the 
parlor  of  the  Institution,  on  the  28th  and  2gth  days  of  January,  1880, 
examine  all  the  witnesses  introduced  in  support  of  the  charges,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Magoffin  himself ; and  also  all  the  witnesses  introduced  in  behalf 
of  the  Institution,  among  whom  were  the  Superintendent,  the  trustees, 
teachers,  and  some  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution.  The  testimony 
taken  on  both  sides  was  reduced  to  writing.  During  the  examination 
of  the  pupils,  all  the  officers  and  teachers  were  excluded  from  the  room, 
and  each  pupil  assured  that  his  statements  would  be  received  in  the 
strictest  confidence.  We  visited  the  workshops  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, where  work  was  being  done  by  the  pupils,  and  inspecled  seveial 
articles  manufactured  therein,  such  as  mattresses,  chairs,  brooms,  &c. , 
and  here  we  witnessed  an  interview  between  the  said  John  R.  Magoffin 
and  Dr.  David  Lasch,  wherein  the  former  subjected  the  latter  to  a rigid 
oral  examination  touching  his  qualifications  as  instructor  in  the  mechan- 
ical department,  and  as  to  the  best  methods  of  manufacturing  mat- 
tresses, &c. ; and  while  your  committee  believe  that  Dr.  Lasch  is  an 
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efficient  workman  in  tlie  trades  taiiglit  in  the  mechanical  department, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  said  Lasch  is  more  interested  in  the  jirofils  of 
the  shop  than  in  imparting  instruction  to  the  pupils  in  his  charge.  Kx- 
cept  as  above  indicated,  your  committee  find  that  the  charges  preferred 
by  Mr.  Magoffin  are  not  sustained  by  the  weight  of  the  testimony,  even 
when  considered  in  connection  with  the  ex  parte  affidavits  recently  taken 
and  transmitted  to  us  by  said  Magoffin. 

“ In  conclusion,  your  committee  bog  leave  to  say  that,  after  a thorough 
examination  and  investigation  of  the  school  and  its  management,  we 
found  the  buildings  and  grounds  in  perfect  order,  the  pupils  comfortably 
provided  for,  their  control  paternal  and  kind,  the  trustees  zealous  and 
efficient,  the  Superintendent  and  Matron  devoted  to  their  charge. 

“All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

“Ja.\ie.s  Bi..ackbukn, 

"J.  H.  Wilkinson, 

“ Senate. 

“J.  W.  Dveus, 

“ B.  F.  Reynolds, 

• “George  D.  Ewing, 

“ House  of  Representafh'cs.” 

While  the  management  of  no  In.stitution  may  be  above  criticism,  still 
the  managers  are  responsible  for  its  efficiency  ; and,  in  the  case  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  are  alwa\’S  read)'  and  anxious  for 
the  closest  scrutiny.  Their  labors  are  onerous;  their  responsibilities 
are  great;  the\'  serve  without  pa)'  and  emolument,  and  their  only  inter- 
est is  to  have  the  institution  under  their  charge  well  managed. 

The  Institution  is  doing  good  work,  as  any  one  who  visits  it  will 
acknowledge.  That  it  ma)' continue  to  do  better  is  the  earnest  desire  of 
every  one  connected  with  it. 

The  past  year  was  made  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Institution 
by  the  meeting  here  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind.  Representatives  were  present  from  twent)'-five  Institutions,  who, 
during  the  three  days’  session,  were  the  guests  of  the  Kentucky  Insti- 
tution. The  occasion  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  the  result  of  the 
meeting  was  of  practical  importance.  Pajicrs  full  of  suggestion  were 
read,  discussions  of  practical  cpiestions  in  the  education  of  the  blind 
were  held,  and  new  apparatus  for  their  education  exhibited.  Plans 
were  perfected  for  the  increase  of  books  to  be  printed  for  the  blind,  and 
for  the  selection  of  these  books  by  the  action  of  all  the  schools  for  the 
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blind  in  the  country.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  all  was  secured,  and 
the  work  that  our  State  has  done  was  cordially  approved  and  indorsed. 

The  school  in  point  of  numbers  is  not  what  we  all  wish  it  to  be. 
Sixty-seven  pupils  are  now  present,  which  is  five  more  than  w'ere  pres- 
ent at  this  time  last  year;  but  there  are  many  more  blind  children  in 
the  State  who  should  be  receiving  the  benefits  the  State  has  provided 
for  them. 

Our  list  of  pupils  show  thirty  as  coming  from  the  cit\-  of  Louisville. 
This  would  show  one  blind  child  in  4,300  of  the  population,  and,  esti- 
mating the  population  of  the  State  at  1,600,000,  would  show  the  total 
number  of  blind  children  in  the  whole  State  of  proper  age  for  instruc- 
tion to  be  400.  Our  present  building  could  accommodate  100  pupils, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

There  is  a natural  unw'illingness  on  the  part  of  parents  to  send  their 
blind  children  away  from  home;  but  it  is  surely  a mistaken  kindness  to 
condemn  a blind  child  to  the  additional  darkness  of  ignorance  when  the 
State  has  made  every  provision  to  secure  its  education. 

Renewed  efforts  will  be  made  to  inform  blind  children  concerning 
the  school;  and  every  person  who  reads  this  report,  and  know's  of  any 
blind  child  growing  up  in  ignorance,  will-  be  doing  a humane  act  in 
sending  the  name  and  address  of  such  child  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  work  of  educating  the  blind  is  one  that  commends  itself  to  everv 
thoughtful  person,  and  is  a necessary  outcome  of  Christian  civilization. 
That  this  work  has  been  carried  out  to  perfection,  in  its  man)-  details, 
in  the  Kentucky  Institution,  max'  not  be  asserted.  That  there  have 
been  misfortunes,  disappointments,  and  mistakes,  you  are  well  aware. 
Your  forbearance,  your  sympathy,  x'our  support,  your  wise  counsel,  and 
your  practical  judgment  have  never  failed  the  Institution  in  its  time  of 
need.  For  these,  and  for  numberless  other  mercies  vouchsafed  us  by 
the  loving  kindness  of  the  Almighty  Father,  our  hearts  may  well  -be 
filled  with  gratitude;  and  while  weaknesses  and  imperfections  have  pre- 
vented our  attaining  the  heights  we  have  aspired  to,  still  for  what  we 
have  already  accomplished  we  may  thank  God,  and  take  courage  for 
the  overcoming  of  future  difficulties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Sitf'erintiiidcnt. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND 
I SUPPLIES. 

I 


T 1 the  Board  of  Visilois  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind : 

Genteemex;  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  tliey  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement  of 
their  accounts  to  the  G ivernor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of 
i these  statements  is  herewith  appended 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


G.  IL  COCHRAN,  Ch'n, 
THOS.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
JOHN  A.  CARTER. 


ExpenditOres  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1880. 
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REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


To  His  Excellency,  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  Governor  of  ilic  Common- 

wcalih  of  Kentucky : 

Honored  Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instruction  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  I herewith  transmit  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Institution.  As  the  founders  and  supporters  of 
the  Institution,  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  are  entitled  to  the 
fullest  and  most  accurate  account  of  the  workings  of  the  school  during 
the  [past  year.  It  is  full  and  complete  in  every  particular.  While 
endeavoring  to  be  faithful  to  the  State  authorities  in  all  things  connected 
with  this  sacred  trust,  we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  be  equally  as 
faithful  to  the  interests  of  the  blind  and  the  deficient  pupils  whose 
welfare  is  intrusted  to  us.  We  rejoice  that  the  prosperity  of  the  school 
has  never  been  greater  than  during  the  past  year.  The  pupils  entered 
upon  their  duties  in  the  present  term  with  an  industry  and  devotion 
that  give  us,  day  by  day,  assurance  that  e.\ccllent  fruit  will  be  the  result 
of  their  exertions.  Our  object  is  to  improve  their  minds,  their  man- 
ners, so  that  thc>-  may  be  in  full  accord  with  the  best  pupils  of  any  seeing 
school  in  the  State.  In  these  objects  we  are  succeeding  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  through  the  well-directed  and  judicious  labors  of 
the  Superintendent.  He  studies  the  minds  and  dispositions  of  the 
pupils,  and  he  is  thus  enabled  to  guide  them  in  the  ways  of  improve- 
ment and  solid  acquirements.  Every  feasible  plan  is  pursued  to  make 
these  blind  as  self-dependent  as  possible,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  the  man- 
agement of  business  and  the  general  affairs  of  life.  To  those  who  have 
but  little  e.xperience  of  their  ways,  many  of  the  deeds  of  the  blind  seem 
to  border  almost  upon  the  miraculous.  The  experienced  in  their 
capacity  are  full  of  glowing  hope  for  them.  To  the  usefulness  of  our 
methods  with  them,  we  have  the  unimpeachable  testimony  of  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  men  in  Great  Britain — Mr.  Fawcett,  a member— a 
leading  member — of  the  British  Parliament,  and  Postmaster  General. 
The  great  interests  of  the  mail  service  and  the  telegraph  system  are 
placed  in  his  hands.  England  has  had  many  of  her  great  men  engaged 
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in  these  duties,  but  the  testimony  is  unanimous  and  overwhelming  that 
she  has  never  yet  had  his  equal  in  this  important  post  of  duty.  He  has 
introduced  more  beneficent  changes  in  this  public  service  than  any  of 
his  predecessors  in  post-office  management. 

Of  the  blind  pupils  of  the  Royal  Normal  College  and  Academy  of 
Music,  an  American  institution  in  England  carried  on  by  American 
managers  and  teachers,  Mr.  Fawcett  recently  said,  that  “not  less  than 
eighty  per  cent.,  including  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women,  were  now 
earning  their  own  maintenance.”  On  the  same  occasion  he  said  of  the 
blind ; “ It  is  almost  impossible  for  any  one  to  tell  the  vividness  of  the 
impressions  that  can  be  conveyed  to  the  blind.  By  some  curious,  and 
perhaps  inexplicable  subtile  force,  expression  can  be  conveyed  of  out- 
ward objects  to  those  who  are  blind,  with  a clearness  and  reality  scarcely 
possible  for  those  who  have  not  felt  it  even  to  imagine.  Many  people, 
when  they  are  in  the  company  of  the  blind,  hesitate,  from  a delicate 
and  yet  very  mistaken  kindness,  to  speak  to  them  of  outward  objects. 
There  cannot  be  a greater  error.”  Mr.  Fawcett  added  a beautiful 
lesson  by  which  we  may  all  profit.  He  said : “ From  my  own  expe- 
rience, I know  that  the  most  pleasing  and  happiest  hours  I ever  spend 
were  when  I am  with  a friend  who  talks  about  everything  he  sees,  or 
who,  if  in  a room,  immediately  begins  to  speak  to  me  about  the  pictures, 
or  tells  me  what  people  he  meets — who  endeavored,  in  fact,  to  convey 
to  me,  and  they  can  be  conveyed  at  an)'  rate,  some  of  the  indescribable 
joys  which  nature  supplies.”  These  are  lessons  of  wisdom  which  should 
sink  deep  into  the  minds  of  all  who  have  intercourse  with  the  blind. 
Thanks  to  the  generous  care  of  the  public  authorities  of  Kentucky,  the 
wide  domain  of  Nature,  in  its  inconceivable  richness,  greatness,  and 
beauty,  is  placed  within  the  grasp  of  the  intelligent,  educated,  and 
trained  blind.  We  have  endeavored  to  learn  our  duty  towards  them, 
and  fulfill  as  far  as  in  us  lies  the  desires  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I very  respectfully  submit  the  Report  of  the  Institution,  with  all  the 
details  of  which  we  are  personally  cognizant,  to  your  E.xcellency,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

THEODORE  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Board  pf  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

November  2,  i88i. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  llte  Board  of  •Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 

the  Blind: 

Gentlemen  : The  success  that  elsewhere  promptly  followed  every 
effort  to  educate  the  blind,  caused  the  establishment  of  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  in  the  year  1842.  It  was  maintained  for  a season  by  the  citizens 
of  Louisville,  but  soon  received  a regular  annual  appropriation  from  the 
State,  and  took  its  position  among  the  other  charitable  institutions  of 
the  State.  The  Kentucky  school  was  the  sixth  of  the  kind  organized  in 
this  country.  There  are  now  twenty-eight  other  similar  institutions 
in  the  United  States,  every  one  of  them  doing  a most  important, 
humane,  and  successful  work. 

Although  the  three  earliest  founded  of  these  schools  have  been  in 
existence  fifty  years,  and  much  has  been  done  and  written  in  their 
behalf,  their  character  is  not  generally  understood,  and  even  their  exist- 
ence is  unknown  to  many  for  whose  benefit  they  have  been  established. 
This  misunderstanding  and  ignorance  exists  in  all  the  States,  and  though 
ample  provision  has  been  made  by  nearly  every  State  in  the  U'l'on  for 
the  education  of  the  blind  children,  it  is  estimated  that  only  one  fifth 
of  the  total  number  of  blind  children  in  this  country  receive  the  advan- 
tages so  fully  provided  for  them. 

Our  list  of  pupils  during  the  past  year  shows  (29)  twenty-nine  from 
Louisville.  The  population  of  Louisville,  according  to  the  census  of 
1880,  is  123,645.  This  would  show  one  blind  child  of  school  age  to 
every  4,263  persons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  of  each  State  where  there- 
is  a school  for  the  blind,  the  number  of  blind  pupils  reported  for  the 
year  1880  as  in  school,  and  the  percentage  of  those  in  school  upon  the 
number  that,  upon  the  above  data,  ought  to  be  in  school : 
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States  Having  Institutions  for  the  Blind. 

Pupils  in 
1880. 

Population  in 
1880. 

Per  cent, 
of  blind  at 
school. 

Alabama 

15 

I ,262,794 

5 

Arkansas 

3S 

802,564 

20 

California 

29 

864,686 

H 

Georgia 

5S 

1,539,048 

16 

Illinois 

I2S 

3,078,769 

■7 

Indiana 

127 

1,978.362 

27 

Iowa 

90 

I ,624,620 

23 

Kansas 

63 

995,966 

27 

Kentucky 

7S 

I ,648,708 

20 

Louisiana 

26 

940,103 

II 

■*  Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia 

92 

1 , 112,270 

36 

Massachusetts  and  other  New  England  States  . . 

123 

4,010,438 

■3 

Michigan 

45 

■.636,331 

II 

Minnesota 

27 

780,806 

24 

Mississippi 

33 

■,■3', 592 

12 

Missouri 

lOI 

2.168,804 

20 

Nebraska 

22 

452,433 

21 

New  York  (City) 

New  York  (Batavia) 

2321 

1S2/ 

5 ,083,810 

34 

* North  Carolina 

90 

I ,400,047 

27 

Ohio 

210 

3. >98,239 

28 

Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 

160 

5,413.786 

12 

South  Carolina 

15 

995,622 

7 

Tennessee 

59 

■ ,542,463 

16 

Texas 

84 

I ,592,574 

22 

Virginia 

30 

1,512,806 

9 

^Vest  Virginia 

22 

618,443 

■5 

Wisconsin 

74 

■ ,315,480 

24 

Total 

2,253 

48,779,564 

■9 

*nas  a deparlmejit  for  the  colored  blind. 


The  most  general  popular  error  in  respect  to  these  institutions  is  that 
they  are  asylums.  It  is  rare,  even  among  educated  persons,  to  hear  a 
school  for  the  blind  spoken  of  except  as  a “blind  asylum.”  This  cruel 
blunder,  perpetrated  by  ignorance  and  still  more  by  thoughtlessness, 
has  consigned  hundreds  of  blind  children  to  the  additional  darkness  of 
ignorance.  The  very  word  “asylum”  carries  with  it  the  thought  of 
retreat  and  confinement  and  restraint,  of  a permanent  separation  be- 
tween parents  and  children,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  all  the  home 
feelings.  A prejudice  is  created  against  the  school  by  this  word  in  the 
minds  of  parents  and  children,  as  soon  as  it  is  spoken  in  their  hearing ; 
and  yet  it  is  a fact  that,  in  the  United  States,  as\'lums  for  the  blind  are 
not  maintained  by  tlie  States,  nor  is  there  in  this  country  an  asylum  for 
blind  children. 

Another  error  is  the  regarding  the  Institution  as  only  for  those  totally 
blind.  The  school  is  for  all  those  whose  sight  is  so  defective  as  to  pre- 
vent them  from  getting  an  education  in  schools  for  the  seeing.  Only 
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•about  one  half  of  the  pupils  in  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind 
•are  totally  blind. 

Another  error  is  the  belief  that  the  blind  child,  when  sent  to  the 
Institution,  remains  there  for  the  allotted  time  without  being  allowed  to 
return  home  till  the  course  is  completed.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  far  from 
the  intention  of  those  managing  the  Institution  to  destroy  the  ties  be- 
tween the  child  and  its  home.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 
and  of  all  who  have  any  share  in  the  work  of  teaching  the  blind,  that 
the  home  ties  should  be  maintained  in  all  their  force.  For  this  reason 
the  children,  as  in  any  other  boarding  school,  go  home  during  the  sum- 
mer vacation  ; and  even  in  cases  where  the  parents  are  too  poor  to  clothe 
the  child,  and  the  State  provides  clothing,  it  is  earnestly  urged  that  the 
parents  should  make  some  contribution,  however  slight,  to  the  child’s 
clothing. 

Another  error  is  the  belief  that  money  is  demanded  by  the  State  from 
the  parents  for  the  care  of  their  blind  children.  This  is  not  so.  Like 
any  other  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  of  which  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  properly  a branch,  no  charge  is  made  for  tuition.  Board 
is  furnished  free  to  all,  books  are  furnished  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  State  allows  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  furnish  blind 
children  with  clothing,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  judge  of  the  county 
in  which  the  parents  reside  that  they  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  the  needed 
clothing.  In  addition,  ev'ery  pupil  who  completes  the  full  course  of  in- 
struction satisfactorily,  receives  a copy  of  the  Bible,  and  other  books  in 
raised  letters  that  may  be  deemed  suitable. 

In  addition  to  the  popular  errors  alluded  to  that  tend  to  prevent  a full 
attendance  at  the  school  of  the  blind  children  of  the  State,  there  are, 
doubtless,  many  persons  who  are  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  school, 
and  many  more  who  know  nothing  of  its  character. 

I he  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Fducation  of  the  Blind  is  in  fact  a 
free  boarding  school,  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  State  in  its  educational 
equipment,  and  in  the  ability  of  its  teachers.  It  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  a board  of  nine  \’isitors,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  Visitors  have  entire  control  of  the 
Institution  in  all  its  departments.  They  serve  without  pay,  and  hold 
regular  monthly  meetings  to  inspect  the  accounts,  and  to  consider  the 
interests  of  the  Institution.  It  is  their  intention  to  so  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution  as  to  keep  it  among  the  best  in  the  land  for  thorough- 
ness, efficiency,  and  economy.  They  make  frequent  visits  to  the  Insti- 
tution to  keep  themselves  fully  informed  as  to  its  condition  and  needs. 
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The  application  of  the  kindergarten  system  of  education,  seeming 
peculiarly  desirable  in  developing  the  sense  of  touch  in  young  blind 
children,  and  the  work  already  done  in  that  direction  in  the  schools  for 
the  blind  in  Ohio,  New  York,  and  New  England,  having  proved  satis- 
factory, the  Board  of  Visitors  have  employed  a trained  kindergartener, 
whose  work  already  gives  promise  of  great  usefulness. 

For  the  purpose  of  presenting  in  as  striking  a form  as  possible  the 
work  that  the  school  is  doing,  the  Board  of  Visitors  have  thought  best  to 
reproduce  an  article,  with  its  accompanying  illustrations,  that  appeared 
in  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News,  July  19th,  1880.  The  proprietors 
of  that  paper  sent  out  artists  and  writers  last  year  through  the  South  to 
illustrate  its  prominent  features.  Two  of  these  gentlemen  visited  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  sake  of  getting  from  the  dome  of  the 
building  a view  of  the  city  of  Louisville.  They  were  so  much  inter- 
ested in  the  school  that  they  requested  permission  to  make  sketches  of 


some  of  its  interiors,  and  to  publish  an  article  describing  it.  Portions 
of  the  article  are  here  given  : 

“The  South  has  been  marvelously  prompt  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  various  charities  for  the  defective  classes.  Her  schools  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  those  for  the  blind  stand  in  every  Southern  State,  with 
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the  single  exception  of  Florida,  monuments  of  the  wise  philanthropu  of 
her  people.  Our  correspondent  was  assured  at  the  Kentucky  School 
for  the  Blind  that  it  was  but  a type  of  what  was  going  on  all  through 
the  South.  The  building  is  palatial  in  size,  beautifully  located  in  a grove 
of  ten  acres,  and  contains  about  seventy  pupils.  The  instruction 


appears  e.xactly  like  that  of  any  well-endowed  boarding  school,  with 
the  addition  of  industrial  training  given  to  both  se.xes. 

The  girls,  in  one  room  visited  by  our  artist,  were  busily  engaged  at 
sewing-machines  and  knitting-machines,  which  the)’  managed  in  all  their 
details  with  the  facility  of  persons  with  perfect  sight,  threading  their 
needles  by  means  of  a thin  wire  as  rapidly  and  dexterously  as  some 
persons  with  sight  could  have  done  it.  Other  girls  in  this  room  were 
sewing  by  hand,  and  all  the  older  girls  learn  to  cut  out  their  own  gar- 
ments by  means  of  stiff  paper  patterns,  put  them  together,  and  make 
them.  Some  of  their  crochet-work  was  beautiful  and  perfect;  and  even 
in  the  homely  art  of  darning  stockings  not  a few  were  proficient. 

"Some  little  blind  children,  fresh  arrivals  in  the  school,  illustrated  the 
finst  .steps  in  educating  the  blind.  One  little  girl  was  taking  lessons  in 
developing  her  sense  of  touch  by  putting  together  some  of  Crandall's 
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building  blocks  ; another  was  putting  embossed  words,  like  her  copy, 
into  a reading  frame  made  with  parallel  grooves  just  fitted  to  hold  the 
little  slips  of  pasteboard  on  which  the  words  were  pasted ; another  was 
learning  to  distinguish  by  touch  the  various  common  objects  of  the 
household,  such  as  coffee,  tea,  rice,  starch,  hominy,  and  beans,  while 
others  were  placing  the  little  triangles  of  the  kindergarten  into  the 
various  shapes  devised  for  them  in  their  tablets.  The  scroll-saw  had 
evidently  been  at  work  for  their  benefit,  for  in  one  room  a number  of 
children  were  putting  together  a dissected  county  map  of  the  State, 
naming  each  county  by  its  shape  with  unerring  precision  of  touch.  In 
fact,  this  sense  was  made  to  minister  to  the  cause  of  education  in  a 
wonderful  way.  A large  supply  of  tangible  models  gave  them  ideas  of 
natural  history  and  elementary  physiology.  Our  artists  saw  a totally 


blind  lad  of  fourteen  dis.sect  and  put  together  a manikin,  or  model  of 
the  human  bod_\’,  naming  each  part  conectl)',  and  ilescriliing  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood  and  the  action  of  the  heart  with  as  complete  a 
knowledge  as  that  of  an)’  seeing  child  of  his  age. 

" Their  pencil  writing  was  peculiar,  but  legible,  and  wiitten  on  .squares 
of  pasteboard  the  size  of  a letter-sheet,  with  narrow  grooves  in  it  to 
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enable  them  to  keep  the  line.  A simple  device  of  a tablet,  with  an  awi 
and  a guide,  gave  them  means  for  writing  and  reading  their  own  exer- 
cises and  compositions. 

“ At  the  hour  set  apart  for  systematic  exercise,  the  pupils  were  seen 
in  the  grand  gymnasium  hall — 

70  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and 
24  feet  high — going  through 
the  various  movements  of  cal- 
isthenics, according  to  Dr.  Dio 
Lewis’  system  of  light  gym- 
nastics. Here,  also,  was  placed 
a beautiful  pipe  organ  of  twen- 
ty stops  with  a double  row  of 
keys,  upon  which  some  of  the 
advanced  pupils  gave  an  exhi- 
bition of  their  skill.  In  fact, 
the  instruction  in  music  in  all 
schools  for  the  blind  is  made 
especially  prominent,  as  it  is  a 
branch  in  which  the  blind  can 
compete  with  the  seeing  at 
less  disadvantage  than  in  any 
other.  Their  singing  and  pi- 
anoforte playing  is  often  of 
artistic  merit,  and  in  their 
band  and  orchestral  music 
they  do  well. 

"The  industrial  department 
for  the  bows  is  necessarily 
limited,  broom-making,  sim- 
ple upholstery  (like  mattress 
and  lounge-making),  the  va- 


rious styles  of  cane-work,  and,  in  some  schools,  willow-work,  brush-mak- 


ing, and  pianoforte-tuning,  are  taught  with  more  or  less  success,  accord- 
ing to  the  natural  aptitude  of  the  pupils.  This,  indeed,  seems  to  be 
the  only  limit  to  the  education  of  a blind  child. 

" In  this  well-appointed  school,  with  its  abundant  evidence  of  thor- 
oughness and  efficiency,  its  spotless  cleanliness,  the  cheerfulness  and 
proficiency  of  its  pupils,  its  numerous  and  ingeniously  devised  apparatus,, 
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fitted  to  assist  the  sense  of  touch,  to  supply,  to  a remarkable  extent,  the 
lack  of  sight,  and  in  the  printing  for  the  blind,  done  here  for  the  whole 


country,  one  ma)’  recognize  the  fact  that,  even  in  the  loftiest  fields  of 
Christian  philanthropy,  the  South  stands  in  the  first  rank  of  earnest 
workers.” 

Blind  children  learn  readily  when  given  the  opportunity  in  season. 
When  they  are  untrained  and  neglected  their  condition  is  pitiful,  and, 
after  the  age  of  ten,  every  year's  delay  in  sending  them  to  school  adds 
to  the  difficulty  in  teaching  them.  Still  there  is  no  class  for  whose 
members  education  does  so  much.  It  lifts  them  from  a position  of 
helpless  dependence  to  an  equality  with  their  fellows  in  education  and 
intelligence;  it  makes  them,  in  most  cases,  able  to  maintain  themsehes, 
aiul  in  many  cases  to  teach  others. 

'fhere  liave  been  eminent  blind  orators,  statesmen,  historians,  and 
poets  ; blind  musicians,  blind  sculptors,  blind  editors,  blind  farmers,  and 
blind  preachers.  In  brief,  through  the  means  now  provided  for  their 
education,  the  only  limit  to  a blind  person's  progress  is  that  fi.xed  by  his 
own  industry,  perseverance,  and  character. 

Parents  of  blind  children  too  often  need  much  persuasion  before  they 
■consent  to  have  the  afflicted  one  leave  home,  even  for  all  that  education 
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can  give  it;  but  surely  no  work-  can  be  more  kind,  more  humane,  and 
more  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master  than  that  which  results  in  placing  the 
child  where  its  mind  may  be  brought  out  of  darkness.  To  aid  in  doing 
this,  the  Trustees  have  obtained  from  Fred.  H.  Wines,  the  able  and 
special  agent  employed  by  the  Government  to  prepare  for  the  tenth 
census  of  the  United  States  the  social  statistics  of  the  defective  classes, 
a copy  from  the  reports  of  the  enumerators  of  the  tenth  census  in  Ken- 
tucky, of  the  names  and  residences  of  all  blind  children  in  the  State 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years.  This  list  is  presented  in  an 
appendix  to  this  report.  The  TrusVees  will  take  prompt  measures  to 
bring  a knowledge  of  the  existence  and  character  of  this  school  to  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  these  children  ; but  an  earnest  appeal  is  made 
to  every  one  who  reads  this  report  and  knows  of  any  blind  child  grow- 
ing up  without  an  education,  to  make  special  personal  efforts  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  that  child  at  the  school  maintained  for  its  benefit  by 
the  State. 

The  Trustees  have  also  obtained  from  the  same  source  a list  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  forty-seven  colored  blind  children  within  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years. 

Every  year,  for  the  past  ten  years,  applications  have  been  made  to 
the  Trustees  for  the  admission  of  colored  blind  children  to  the  Institu- 
tion. The  number  of  those  known  to  the  Trustees  has  not  heretofore 
seemed  to  them  sufficiently  great  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature 
for  an  especial  appropriation  in  their  behalf;  but  it  is  believed  that  if 
suitable  provision  were  made  for  the  education  of  the  colored  blind 
children  by  the  State,  that  nearly  all  of  those  named  in  the  above-men- 
tioned list  could  be  brought  together,  and  receive  a training  that  would 
raise  many  of  them  from  a condition  of  pauperism  to  one  of  independ- 
ent citizenship. 

The  experiment  is  not  a new  one,  but  has  been  worked  out  most  suc- 
cessfully already  in  Mar\  land  and  North  Carolina. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind,  held  at  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Louisville, 
August  17th  to  the  20th,  1880,  remarks  upon  this  subject  were  made  by 
F.  D.  Morrison,  Superintendent  of  the  Maryland  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  bv'  11.  A.  Gudger,  Principal  of  the  North  Carolina  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  and  others,  as  follows.  Mr.  Morrison  said  : 

"There  is  one  branch  of  our  work  that  has  seemed  to  excite  some 
interest  which  has  not  yet  been  referred  to,  and  that  is  Institutions  for 
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blind  colored  people.  In  our  State  our  Institution  for  the  education  of 
blind  colored  people  is  still  in  operation,  and  still  on  the  increase.  It 
closed  with  about  twenty  blind  pupils.  We  find  there  is  a great  demand 
for  their  work,  and  much  interest  manifested  in  them.  I speak  of  it  as 
a distinct  feature  not  represented  here  except  by  myself.  We  keep  it 
entirely  separate,  and  we  find  that  the  colored  people  appreciate  the  fact 
that  they  have  an  Institution  of  their  own  which  is  distinct  from  the  i 
white  Institution.  It  is  quite  prosperous  and  getting  along  nicely,  i 
The  girls  engage  in  household  work  about  the  house.  We  have  a i 
sewing-room  in  which  we  have  sewing-machines  and  knitting.  The  i 
blind  boys  are  engaged  in  broom -making  and  chair-caning. 

" I will  state  in  justice  to  West  Virginia  that  they  have  an  arrangement 
by  which  they  can  send  their  colored  blind  to  our  Institution  at  Balti-  | 
more.  We  have  ample  room,  and  our  Institution  is  probably  more 
accessible  than  any  point  in  their  own  State  would  be.” 

Dr.  T.  S.  Bell,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  said: 

“Mr.  President:  It  was  eminently  just  and  proper  that  Maryland 
should  have  taken  the  lead  in  this  matter.  Toward  the  last  quarter  of 
the  century  that  preceded  this  she  produced  a remarkable  member  of 
this  race.  He  made  himself,  by  his  own  exertions,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  civil  engineers  in  the  country.  He  was  a slave,  a hard-work- 
ing, industrious  slave,  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  he- 
devoted  his  nights  to  the  study  of  mathematics.  He  is  believed  to- 
have  made  the  first  clock  ever  wholly  made  on  this  continent  He  had 
some  trouble  in  regulating  the  relations  of  the  hands  to  each  other,  but 
his  mathematical  knowledge  aided  his  mechanical  gifts,  and  he  finally 
succeeded  in  making  them  mark  their  revolutions  correctly.  In  i7S9he 
assisted  in  surveying  the  boundary  lines  of  the  District  of  Columbia  under 
the  cession  made  by  Maryland  and  Virginia.  He  was  conspicuous  in-  i 
laying  off  the  city  of  Washington.  He  was  very  modest,  dignified,  and  j 
unobtrusive,  and  he  so  won  upon  the  esteem  of  the  white  civil  engineers  ! 
engaged  in  making  the  surveys  that  they  often  urged  him  to  eat  at  the 
same  table  with  them,  but  he  always  modestlv  declined,  and  ate  at  .a 
side-table.  Ellicott,  from  whom  the  railway  station,  Ellicott’s  Mills,  is. 
named,  was  a very  warm  and  useful  friend  to  the  hard-working  student. 

In  1791  he  made  an  almanac,  one  of  the  most  correct  in  this  country. 

It  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention.  He  sent  a copy  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
while  Secretary  of  State,  and  with  it  a letter  in  which  he  appeals  ‘ for 
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the  down-trodden  negro,’  and  protests  against  the  injustice  and  incon- 
sistency of  the  course  toward  the  race.  Mr.  Jefferson  responded  in 
these  noble  terms:  ‘ Nobody  wishes  more  than  I do  to  see  such  proofs 
as  you  contribute  that  nature  has  given  to  our  black  brethren  talents 
equal  to  those  of  other  colors  of  men,  and  that  the  want  of  them  is 
owing  only  to  the  degraded  condition  that  exists  both  in  Africa  and 
America.  I can  add  with  truth  that  no  one  wishes  more  ardentl)’  to  see 
a good  system  commenced  for  raising  the  condition  of  both  body  and 
mind  to  what  it  ought  to  be  as  fast  as  the  imbecility  of  their  present 
existence  and  other  circumstances  which  cannot  be  neglected,  will 
admit.’  Mr.  Jefferson  sent  a copy  of  the  almanac  to  the  great  Con- 
dorcet.  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  It  is  curious  that  this 
negro,  Benjamin  Bannecker,  corrected  serious  errors  in  the  works  of 
Ferguson  and  other  astronomers,  and  demonstrated  their  erroneous 
character.  He  was  of  pure  African  blood,  his  father  having  been 
brought  from  Africa,  and  his  mother  was  of  pure  negro  blood.  He 
was  much  honored  in  Mar\-land.  The  Maryland  Historical  Society 
have  published  two  papers,  in  their  transactions,  devoted  to  him.  Mr. 
Ellicott  took  much  interest  in  him  and  furnished  him  books.  Among 
them  was  Napier’s  Logarithms.  When  he  took  them  to  him  he  found 
that  Bannecker  had  alread}-  made  great  progress  in  making  these  tables 
for  himself.  He  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of  age.” 

Mr.  Gudger  said:  ‘‘In  North  Carolina  we  have  a separate  department 
for  colored,  and  have  an  average  attendance  of  from  thirty  to  forty  blind. 
They  follow  the  same  trades  that  aie  followed  in  our  white  Institutions. 
We  receive  no  pupils  exce[)t  those  that  desire  an  education.  The  .same 
rules  are  enforced  in  the  colored  Institution  as  in  the  white  Institution. 

I might  say  furthermore  that  the  progress  of  the  colored  pupils  is  all 
that  could  be  desired.  I do  not  pretend  to  saj'  that  they  are  equal  to 
the  white  pupils,  for  various  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  white  Insti- 
tution has  been  established  a long  while,  and  the  one  for  the  colored 
people  only  sijice  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  The  white  pupils  have  had  the 
advantage  of  intelligent  parents,  which  makes  a decided  difference.  We 
have  great  cause  for  gratefulness  that  we  have  established  that  depart- 
ment. I feel  that  it  is  really  the  nobler  work  of  the  two  that  we  are 
doing  in  North  Carolina  now.  The  school  system  in  North  Carolina 
for  ti  e white  and  colored  is  entirely  separate.  I think  that  is  absolutely 
essential  in  the  Southern  States.  The  colored  people  will  not  go  into 
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an  Institution  for  the  whites.  There  is  no  difference  between  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  people  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Williams,  Principal  of  the  Georgia  School  for  the  Blind,  said:  “I 
simply  wish  to  state,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I am  from  one  of  the 
extreme  Southern  States,  that  in  regard  to  this  special  work,  the  educa- 
tion of  the  defective  classes  among  the  colored  people,  that  we  are 
giving  a great  deal  of  attention  to  it  in  Georgia.  The  State  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  has  property  adjacent  that 


could  be  utilized  for  a school,  and  a school  has  been  opened  for  deaf 


mutes.  We  have  colored  pupils  now  attending  the  school  regularly. 
We  have  not  the  separate  facilities  for  the  boarding  department,  how- 
ever. I have,  on  my  own  responsibility,  with  the  consent  of  our  Board 
of  Trustees,  opened  a school  for  colored  blind,  in  which  they  are  learn- 
ing very  rapidly.  Arrangements  are  making  to  purchase  property  and 
build  a suitable  building,  and  I hope  it  will  be  finished  during  the  ensu- 
ing fall.  The  trustees  have  it  under  consideration.  My  desire  is  to 
educate  them  upon  the  same  principle  as  in  the  school  for  the  whites, 


having  a separate  set  of  officers.  We  have  two  very  bright  boys  in  our 
Institution  now,  one  of  whom  I have  great  hopes  of  making  my  agent 
in  the  instruction  of  colored  youth.  We  will  open  with  perhaps  thirty 
or  forty  to  begin  with,  and  the  work  will  be  done  the  same  for  them  as 
is  now  doing  for  the  whites.” 


Mr.  Poindexter,  a colored  man,  and  Trustee  of  the  Ohio  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  said: 

“The  statement  which  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  pleases  me  above  measure.  It  gives  me  more  cause  to  thank 
God  that  his  religion  is  of  a character  that  takes  hold  of  the  heart  and 
lifts  up  mankind,  impressing  upon  all  men  the  duty  of  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  unfortunate.  I think  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ  never  appears  to  such  an  advantage  as  when  exhibiting 
itself  in  caring  for  all  classes  and  all  colors  of  persons  who  are  denied 
sight,  hearing,  and  speech.  Take  away  our  benevolent  institutions,  and 
you  undermine  the  very  pillars  of  Christianity.  The  whole  thing  goes 
for  nothing,  except  as  the  temple  is  raised  on  the  broad  base  of  charity. 
I am  glad  to  know  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  is  doing  some- 
thing for  the  education  of  colored  youth,  and  trying  to  do  as  much  for 
them  as  for  the  white  youth,  and  I am  inexpressibly  glad  to  hear  the 
expression  from  the  gentleman,  that  when  you  have  made  reasonable 
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allowance  for  the  long  years  of  culture  of  the  white  race,  that  the  negro 
is  keeping  pace  with  the  white  in  these  matters.  That  he  does  not  go 
forward  with  equal  speed  is  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world.  The 
very  fact  that  he  has  been  without  these  advantages,  and  the  other  fact 
that  when  he  leaves  your  Institutions  where  he  has  been  trained,  that 
his  associations  must  necessarily  be  with  a class  of  people  who  are  with- 
out your  culture,  is  sufficient  to  account  very  readily  for  the  fact  of  his 
not  making  the  same  progress.  I am  glad  to  hear  from  my  friend  from 
Baltimore  that  Maryland  is  helping  her  sister  State,  West  Virginia,  in 
forwarding  this  good  work.  I shall  go  back  to  Ohio  more  favorably 
impressed  with  that  section  of  the  country  that  gave  me  birth,  I have 
always  loved  my  own  State.  Pardon  me  when  I say  that  I am  a Vir- 
ginian. I have  always  loved  that  old  State,  no  matter  how  much  she 
may  be  maligned.  I love  her.  God  bless  her,  not  simply  because  she 
gave  me  birth,  but  because  she  is  a noble  country.  I find  influences  at 
work  that  will  bring  the  sections  of  c ur  common  country  nearer  together. 
Alreadj-  we  are  assembled  here,  men  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and 
from  the  East  and  the  West,  uniting  our  hearts  and  our  hands  in  the 
good  work  of  furthering  the  advancement  of  the  blind  youth  of  our 
country,  both  ufliite  and  colored.  I thank  God  for  this,  and  pray  that 
the  hour  will  come,  as  come  it  surely  will,  when  it  will  be  possible  to 
do  more  in  this  direction.  I thank  you,  Mr,  President,  and  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  for  the  patience  with  which  you  have  listened  to  me  while  I 
have  expressed  from  the  fullness  of  my  heart  my  gratitude  to  these 
Southern  men  for  the  information  that  they  have  given  to-day  that  their 
States  are  attending  to  the  education  of  the  colored  blind,  and  the  col- 
ored deaf  and  dumb." 

These  facts  are  presented  as  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Legislature, 
and  in  the  hope  that  suitable  provision  may  be  made  for  the  education 
of  the  colored  blind. 

In  reference  to  the  work  of  the  last  scholastic  year,  it  is  pleasant  to 
report  that  it  has  been  harmonious  and  efficient  on  the  part  of  all  con- 
cerned. The  teachers  have  labored  with  faithfulness,  assiduity,  patience, 
and  cheerfulness,  and  under  their  kind  sympathy  and  wi.se  direction  the 
pupils  have  progressed  happily  and  well.  The  servants  have  performed 
their  never-ending  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  a spirit  of  con- 
tentment and  peace  has  pervaded  the  whole  household. 

The  course  of  instruction  during  the  past  year  has  not  materially  dif- 
fered from  that  of  the  year  before,  and  has  comprised  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  history,  English  grammar,  elementary  natural 
history,  and  physics. 
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Special  instruction  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  has  been  given  to 
all  whose  abilities  seemed  to  show  promise  of  success  in  that  depart- 


ment. 

All  the  girls  have  received  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  needle;  and 
all  who  are  large  enough  to  sit  at  a sewing-machine  have  learned  its  use. 
Several  of  the  totally  blind  girls  have  become  proficient  in  the  use  of 
the  knitting-machine,  and  all  the  larger  girls  learn  to  cut  out  and  make 


their  own  garments. 

All  the  boys  that  are  of  proper  age  receive  instruction  in  handicraft 
for  one,  two,  three  or  more  hours  a day,  according  to  their  ages.  They 
are  taught  to  make  brooms,  to  cane  chairs,  and  to  practice  simple  up- 
holstery, such  as  the  making  and  repairing  of  mattresses  and  lounges. 

Physical  exercise  holds  an  important  place  in  the  daily  work  of  the 
pupils,  and  for  this  purpose  the  school  is  divided  into  two  sections,  and 
one  hour  and  a half  is  devoted  daily  to  their  instruction  in  calisthenics. 
The  pupils  are  required  to  take  regular  baths,  and  nothing  is  neglected 


to  secure  their  continued  good  health. 

John  Ernst,  who  entered  the  Institution  in  1866,  died  of  consumption 
April  I2th,  1881.  He  was  in  feeble  health  for  a long  time,  but  kept 
about  the  house  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  buried  m Cave  Hill 
Cemetery,  in  the  lot  belonging  to  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  instruction  during  the  past 
year  is  eighty-one.  Their  names  and  residences  are  as  follows  : 

Residcucds. 

NdtIU’S, 


James  Antle, 

Charles  Baron, 

J.  William  Baxter, 
John  Beckman, 
Matthew  Bluett, 
Charles  Bohanon,  - 
Edward  Boggs, 
Thomas  H.  Boggs, 
Anna  Broderick,  - 
Nannie  P.  Brown, 
Robert  J.  Caldwell, 
Anna  May  Carlisle, 
Margaret  Carpenter, 
Etta  Catlett, 

Wm.  B.  Clark, 
Neppie  R.  Conway, 


Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Greenup  county. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 

Lewis  county. 

Louisville. 

Warsaw. 

Mayslick. 

Henderson. 

Princeton. 

Christian  county. 

Louisville. 

Versailles. 
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Xames. 

Edward  Cornell,  - 
Stephen  D.  Crabb, 
Josiah  Cupples, 
Emma  Curran, 
Benjamin  M.  Day, 
Cynthia  A.  Deaton, 
Ella  Dolan, 

Frank  B.  Dollins, 
Gertrude  Drescher, 
John  Ernst, 

Anna  Fahy, 

Jeannie  Fitzpatrick, 
Jos.  Sidney  Franklin, 
Charles  I’rederick, 
Sophronia  Gibbons, 
Kat}'  Hall, 

Lorenz  Hausman, 
Edward  Hess, 

B.  B.  Hoskins, 

Fanny  Huge!, 

Josie  Kearns, 

Mary  Landiss, 

Nora  Lillis, 

John  Long, 

Jerry  Loyd, 

Nancy  E.  Manning, 
Michael  McCarthy, 
Thomas  McGavie, 
Barbara  McKinney, 
Thomas  Meddis,  - 
Flora  Moore, 

Lucy  Morgan, 

James  Murray, 
Daniel  J.  Osteen,  - 
Hiram  Overbay, 
Alice  Parsons, 
William  Perkins,  - 
Ollie  Powers, 
Charles  Purdy, 


Residences. 

Louisville. 

Smithfield. 

Falmouth. 

Louisville. 

Elizabethtown. 

Rockcastle  county. 

Louisville. 

Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Pulaski  county. 
Hart  county. 
Hickman  county. 
Louisville. 

Albany. 

Warsaw. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Boyle  county. 
Trimble  county. 
JefTerson  county. 
Lexington. 
Frankfort. 
Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Murray. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Nelson  county. 
\V''hitley  county. 
Scott  county. 
Louisville. 
Christian  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro. 
Smithfield. 

Daviess  county. 
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Names. 

Eva  Riggs, 

. 

. 

. 

Residences. 

Florence. 

Max  Rushing, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Caldwell  county. 

Joseph  Ryan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Susanna  Roberts, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulaski  county. 

Georgia  Sale, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Louis  Schafer, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Charles  Seligman, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Elise  Selke, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Wm.  Settle, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Barren  county. 

Edith  V.  Smith, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Frank  Smith, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

James  Stephens, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wayne  county. 

Chas.  Taylor, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Morganfield. 

Fred.  Telkamer, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

W.  Butler  Timmons, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calloway  county. 

Emile  Trebing, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Mary  Turpin, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Warsaw. 

Jesse  Vanmeter, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lexington. 

Joanna  Varble, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oldham  county. 

Agatha  Weaver, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  county. 

Ida  Weaver, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  county. 

Nannie  Wems, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Wm.  Whelan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

James  Whitt)', 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Joseph  Williams, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Muhlenburg  county 

Ola  Wood, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jefferson  county. 

The  law  requirc.s  an  annual  .summary  of  receipts  and  expenses,  and 
an  enumeration  of  the  employes  of  the  Institution,  with  the  wages  paid 
to  each.  These  statements  are  as  follows: 


Balance  on  hand  November  isl,  1880 38,069  41 

Fourth  i|iiarlcrly  allowance  for  1S80 2,482  52 

Yearly  allowance  for  18S1 9»99o  00 

Firsi  fjviarlcrly  allowance  for  iSSi 2.517  5° 

Second  f|uarlcrly  allowance  for  1881 2.447  55 

d'hird  ijuarlerly  allowance  for  18S1 1 .92J  08 

Receipts  from  workshop 442  07 

Other  receipts 20  90 

527.902  oj 

Total  amount  of  warrants  issued 18,561  97 

Balance  on  haml  November  1st,  1S81 ^0.540  06 
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The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of — 

A superintendent,  R.  B-  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  ^125  R month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  $33/^  ^ month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  S3®  ^ month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  with  a salar)'  of  S3®  ^ month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  $3® 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  SS®  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frecerick,  with  a salary  of  S75  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  S24  a 
month.  0 

A kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of  $3®  a 
month. 

A music  reader,  Mrs.  Neppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  S25  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary  of  S15  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  §5  a 
month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a month. 

A gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S4® 
a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robt.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S20 
a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  $18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  f5l4  a month. 

A laundress,  Anne  Cane,  with  a salary  of  S15  R month. 

A laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Emma  Lathrop,  with  a salary  of  ^14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Bridget  Cain,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Anna  I'ahy,  with  a salary  of  S8  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but 
ten  months  of  the  year;  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Su[>erintendcnt. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING'AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  they  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement  of 
their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of 
these  statements  is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


G.  H.  COCHRAN,  Ch'n, 
THOS.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
JOHN  A.  CARTER. 


EXPENDITURES  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1881. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

0 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a 
child  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  fo^the  Blind,  it  is  only  required  that 
the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education 
in  the  ordinary  schools;  that  it  be  of  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and 
within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  ; for  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  desti- 
tute, the  fact  should  be  so  certified  by  the  County  Judge,  and  in  that 
case  clothing  will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  and 
closes  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any 
time,  but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of 
the  session. 

Blind  persons  over  eighteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon 
special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintend- 
ent, or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with 
any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 
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LIST  OP  BLIND  PERSONS  between  the  Ages  of  Six  and  Sixteen  in 
Kentucky,  According  to  the  United  States  Census  of  1880. 


Name. 

Residence. 

County. 

Evaline  I'aylor 

Neetsville 

Adair  county. 

Louisa  Holt 

Glenville 

Adair  county. 

Philip  Tensley 

5th  Di,strict 

Allen  county. 

Aremisia  Moore 

Massey  District.  . . . 

Allen  county. 

Sarah  E.  Crutcher 

Anderson  county; 

Jack  Murrell  

Glasgow 

Barren  county. 

Geo.  \V.  Harrison 

Tracy  District  .... 

Barren  county. 

Maria  Dale 

Owingsville 

Bath  county.. 

Jane  E.  Schultz 

yth  Precinct. . , . . , 

Bath  county.. 

Mollie  Jackson 

7th  Precinct  

Bath  county.. 

Lee  Jackson 

7th  Precinct 

Bath  county; 

Lila  Jackson 

7th  Precinct 

Bath  county. 

Wm.  Green 

Yellow  Creek 

Bell  county. 

Janies  Noble 

Burlington 

Boone  county. 

Nancy  Wilhorst 

Hebron 

Boone  county. 

Dora  Mclntirc 

Upper  Ashland.  . . . 

Boytl  county. 

Minnie  Eslhain 

Danville 

Boyle  county. 

Ida  Gillespi 

Foster 

Bracken  county. 

Oliver  Johnson 

Jett’s  r reek 

Breathitt  county. 

Sally  Stamper 

Crockeltsville  .... 

Breathitt  county. 

Nancy  Spencer 

Jett’s  Creek 

Breathitt  county. 

Mary  Ann  Jenkins 

Spring  Lake 

Breathitt  countv. 

Richard  Dowell 

Bewleyville 

Breckinridge  county. 

Mary  Hilcher 

London  

Butler  county. 

lanlhy  Kirby 

Rochester 

Butler  county. 

James  A.  Evans 

Burdens 

Butler  county. 

W'm.  O.  Rose 

Burdens 

Butler  county. 

J.  M.  Sullivan 

Williams’  Mills.  . . . 

Caldwell  county. 

William  B.  Freeze 

Murray 

Calloway  county. 

So})y  Gerdis 

Newport 

Campbell  countv. 

Carry  Phelps 

Dayton 

Campbell  county. 

George  W.  Brewster 

Carter  county. 

Dora  Watkins 

Union  School-house.  . 

Christian  county. 

Charlotte  Buwcll 

Clark  countv. 

Paulina  Berryman 

C‘lark  county. 

Eliza  Ann  Fox 

Pinchern  

Clark  county. 

Liance  Brandenburg 

Pinchern 

Clark  county. 

Elizabeth  Kcdman 

Clnv  county. 

Alliert  B.  'i’hrasher 

Albany  

Clinton  county. 

Rebecca  Neel 

I’iney  Woods 

Clinton  counlv. 

Robert  Clark 

Marion 

Crittenden  county. 

Arthur  Riley 

Hurricane 

Crittenden  county. 

Fanny  Mullen 

Bell’.s  Mills 

Crittenden  county. 

Pamela  fohnson 

Brownsville 

Edmonson  county. 

Susan  Stevens 

Newfoundland  .... 

Elliott  county. 

Charles  i.ewis 

Plummer’s  Landing.  . 

Fleming  county. 

lames  [■'.  I’rane 

Peak’s  Mill 

Franklin  counlv. 

Eliza  A.  Masters 

Parker’s  Mill 

Franklin  county. 

Sam.  Hawkins 

l.odgton 

Fulton  county. 

Jellerson  l.eip 

T.odgton 

Fulton  county. 
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Name. 


Residence. 


County. 


Mary  E.  Ball  . . . . 

Cora  Ball 

Huldah  J.  Beach  . 
Lucy  E.  Clifton.  . 
Martha  Sanderson. 
Fanny  J.  Gilbert  . 
Peter  Hale  . . . . 
Chas.  A.  Higdon  . , 
John  H.  Purcell-  . 
Bertha  Mitldaugh  . 
James  H.  Clever  . 
Catharine  Clever  . 
John  \V.  Lauley.  . 
John  Chaffin  . . , 
Charles  Chaffin  . . 
Mority  Hall  . . . 
Sally  E Henry.  . 
Kilty  Wallace  . . 
Eva  Wallace  . . . 
James  W.  Hackett 
Candris  Lovrit  . . 
Doney  Powell.  . . 
Susan  Sparks  . . . 
Daniel  Sjiarks.  . . 
Margaret  Rector  . 
John  Held  .... 
Lizzie  Held.  . . . 
Andrew  Ilardlett  . 
Casj)cr  Ilardlett.  . 
Frank  Hardlell  . . 
L.  Collingsworth  . 
Minnie  Sparks  . . 
Annie  Hill  . . , . 
Mary  1 loock  . . . 
Anna  Mayer  . . . 
Theresa  Pellitt  . . 
James  Fleming  . . 
Oracie  .-Xiulie  . . . 
Charles  Andie  . . 
John  Voung  . . . 
Carry  Kabcr  . . . 
Charles  Kabcr 
Eugene  Sherwood. 
George  Spence  . . 
Kaly  Swinefuse  . . 
Edwin  W.  Dailey  . 
Theresa  Shick.  . . 
Mahala  Bain  . . . 
George  I'ox . . . . 
William  Kirk.  . . 
Isaac  Mills  . . . . 
i’erinly  Mills  . . . 
Sarah  A Gambrel. 
George  Inman  . . 
Samuel  Cornet  . . 
Laura  B.  Davis  . . 
James  M.  .\dams  , 
Lin«lsey  .Xdams  . . 
Andrew  J . Castle  . 
Alonzo  Short  . . . 


Lancaster 

Lancaster 

Mt.  Zion 

Duwningville  . . . 


Dukdum 

E Litchfield.  . . . 
Short  C eck  . . . . 

VoIlvilV 

Pollville 

Hunting  Creek.  . . 
West  Point  . . . . 
Weit  I oint  . . . . 


Cyntliiana 

Corydtn 

Coiydon  


A 


Louisville 

Louisville 

Louisville 

Louisville 

Louisville 

Louisville 

Fairmount  . . . . 
Two*mile  precinct  . 
'Pwo-mile  jirecinct  . 


Louisville 

Loui.sville 

Louisville 

Louisville 

IxDuisvillc 

Louisville 

l.ouisville 

Louisville 

Painlsville 

Covington 

Covington 

Covington 

Barbourville  . , . . 
Harbourville  . . . . 
1 ndian  Creek . . . . 


Bacon  


Cherokee  , . . . 
Cher(»kcc  . . . . 
Peach  Orchard  . . 


Garrard  county. 
Garrard  county. 
Grant  county. 
Grant  county. 
Graves  county. 
Graves  county. 
Graves  county. 
Grayson  county. 
Grayson  county. 
Greenup  county. 
Hancock  county. 
Hancock  county. 

I [ardin  county 
Hardin  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Harlan  county. 
Harrison  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Henderson  county. 
Henry  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jefl'er.son  county. 
Jefferson  county, 
jefl'erson  county. 
JclVerson  county. 
JelTerson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jeflerson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferscni  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county, 
lefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county, 
jolinson  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
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LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS — Continued. 


Name. 


Residence. 


County. 


F.  Ingham 

Marrley  'riialclier  . . 
Sarah  II.  Jones  . . . 
Ida  Lee  Healer  . . . 
Mary  Bennett . . . . 
Lula  MOvSeiy  . . . , 
Harry  A ugustus . . . 
Frank  Cohan  . . . 

Emma  Cummings  . . 
Etta  Masters  . . . . 
Charles  Graves  . . . 
Arcliibald  llaydon  , 
Bes.'^y  Wlicatly  . 
George  Whcatly.  . . 
Jolm  Wlieatly.  . . . 
Sallv  F.  Isaacs  . . , 
Ermine  'I'aylor  . . . 
Maria  I'ayne  . . . . 
Sarah  A.  Lister  . . . 
Robert  Phillips  . . . 
John  Vost  . . 

Anna  Meaux  . . . . 
Uriel  C.  Slrainge  . . 
Nancy  A.  Hiels  . . . 
Stephen  E.  J.  Hiels  . 
Margaret  C.  Hiels  . . 
Nanny  Raeburn  . . . 
Mary  Mays  . . . , 

Martha  A.  Masterlai 
Matilda  Duncan.  . . 
Dorcas  Campbell  . . 
Ada  ^hepherd  . . , 
Rhoda  Tickner  . . . 
James  Ayres  .... 
Charles  0.  C.  Oaks  . 
'Win.  Uolensworth  . 
Charity  .Middleton  . 
Arthur  Daugherty.  . 
Cacy  J.  Porter  . . . 
Sally  Ri'bert.s  .... 
Polly  Jane  Griffing  . 
Dulccna  Harris  . . . 
Wm.  Gibson  .... 
Nancy  Osborn  . . . 
Ira  Williamson  . . . 
Sarah  J.  Neal.  . . . 
Hiilda  V.  Siraxtill  . 
Robert  J.  Straxlill,  . 
John  U Smiley  . . . 
Nancy  Browning  . . 

Sarah  Remer 

Mecager  Lamb  • . . 
Pauline  McClure  . . 
Martha  Bryant  . . . 
Carrie  .Moore  .... 
Lucretia  Sorrel  . . . 

Julia  Casey 

David  Hardesty.  . . 
Harriet  Baker.  . . . 
Marion  Wheeler.  . . 


Concord  

Smithland 

Smithland 

Carrsville 

Adairville 

Paducah  

Calhoun 

Calhoun 

Fox  town 


Lebanon 

Lebanon 

Leban'  n 

Haysville 

New  Market  . . . . 
Washington  . . . . 
Stewart 


Harrodsburg 

JefTersonville 

Jeft'ersonville 

Jeffersonville 

Jefl'ersonville 

JefTersonville 

Myers 

New  Hope 

Nelson  Furnace  . . . 
Head  Quarters  . . . . 

Carlisle 

Centraltown 

Lusby’s  Mill 


Letcher  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Livingston  county. 
Livingston  county. 
Livingston  county. 
Logan  county. 
McCracken  county. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
Madison  county. 
Madison  county. 
Martin  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Mason  county, 
MeTcer  county. 
Mercer  county. 
Mercer  county. 
Mercer  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nicholas  county. 
Nicholas  county. 
Ohio  county. 

Owen  county. 

Owsley  county. 
Owsley  county 


Short  Creek 
Short  Creek 


Shelby  Creek 

Pond  Creek 

3d  Voting  Precinct  . . 


Cross  Roads  . 
Cross  Roads  . 
Sbelbyville.  . 
llarrisonville 
Shelbyville.  . 
Georgetown  , 


Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Perry  county. 
Perry  county. 

Pike  county. 

Pike  county. 

Pike  county. 

Pike  county. 
Powell  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Robertson  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rowan  county 
Rowan  county. 
Shelby  county. 
Shelby  county. 
Shelby  county. 
Scott  county. 
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LIST  OP  BLIND  PERSONS— Continued. 


Name. 

Residence. 

County. 

John  Gayler 

Taylor  county. 

Douglas  Grey 

Elkton  

Todd  county. 

Frank  Grey 

Elklon  

'l  odd  county. 

Susan  M.  Payett 

Goshen 

Warren  county. 

Sada  Manly 

Smith  Grove 

Warren  county. 

II.  M.  Border 

Washington  county. 

Amanda  Alexander 

Monticello 

Wayne  county. 

James  Lee 

Monticeilo 

Wayne  county. 

Mary  J.  Wilson 

Webster,  w 

Webster  county. 

L.  J.  Shouner 

Claysvilloj 

Webster  county. 

Christina  Clancr 

Clavsville 

Webster  county. 

Annie  E.  V’aughn 

Providence 

Webster  county. 

L.  A.  Stone 

Jones’  S'and 

Webster  county. 

Amy  Bryant 

Whitley  county. 

Julia  Peirey 

• • • •]! 

Whitley  county. 

Marion  Spencer 

Wolfe  county. 

\\m.  Drake 

Wolfe  county. 
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PRINTEU  AT  THK  KF:NTUCKY  YFXIMAN  OFFICE. 
S.  I.  M.  MAJOR.  PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

1882. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 

the  Blind : 

Gf.ntlemen;  The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  has  accomplished  its  regular  work  during  the  past  year,  and  has 
rendered  invaluable  aid  to  the  many  sightless  children  in  its  charge. 
The  work  of  educating  those  blind  children  in  the  State  whose  parents 
are  wise  enough  to  send  them  to  this  school,  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance, and  the  means  provided  by  the  State  are  ample  for  the  purpose. 
Seventy-seven  blind  children  have  received  instruction  during  the  year 
in  the  ordinary  branches  of  an  English  education,  and  also  in  music  and 
in  handicraft. 

The  kintergarten  department,  under  the  charge  of  a skilled  teacher 
from  Mr.  Hallman’s  training  school  in  Detroit,  has  answered  every  ex- 
pectation formed  of  its  great  practical  usefulness  in  a school  for  the 
blind.  In  training  the  senses,  in  stimulating  thought,  and  in  developing 
the  mind,  it  seems  to  furnish  the  methods  needed  to  make  broad  and 
strong  the  foundations  of  an  education. 

The  teachers  have  been  devoted  to  their  work,  the  servants  faithful, 
the  pupils  docile,  and  a spirit  of  industry,  harmony,  and  peace  has  per- 
vaded the  Institution. 

The  difference  between  the  educated  and  uneducated  blind  is  very 
great ; and  though  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  education  are 
many,  yet  the  ability  and  patience  of  their  teachers  have  overcome 
them,  and  th^  results  obtained  are  as  satisfactory  as  in  any  other  school 
for  children  of  similar  ages,  while  the  influence  of  the  training  they 
receive  benefits  them  far  more  than  the  seeing  child  is  benefited  by  the 
usual  training  it  receives  in  school. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  many  : First,  the  physical  condition  of  the 
blind  prevents  their  receiving  «an}’  of  the  conscious  and  unconscious 
instruction  tiiat  enters  the  mind  througii  the  eye — that  gate  Beautiful  to 
the  soul.  It  is.  therefore,  the  business  of  the  teacher  to  logically  train 
and  develop  the  other  senses,  to  bring  as  many  representative  objects  as 
possible  to  the  blind  child  that  it  may  have  standards  of  comparisons, 
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and  to  encourage  the  power  of  invention  and  original  thought  to  their 
utmost.  Moreover,  there  must  be  special  attention  paid  to  awaken  an 
interest  in  current  affairs  ; for  this  reason,  the  daily  paper  is  read  sys- 
tematically to  the  pupils;  and  that  their  minds  may  be  strengthened  and 
enlarged,  the  best  literature  is  read  to  them  .as  a part  of  their  daily  train- 
ing. The  works  of  the  best  historians,  biographers,  essayists,  travelers, 
novelists,  and  poets  furnish  rich  matei  ial  for  this  purpose.  Their  care- 
ful training  in  music  as  a science  and  an  art  gives  an  arti.stic  culture  to 
their  minds,  while  their  daily  instruction  in  handicraft— the  boys  in  their 
broom  and  upholstery  shop,  the  girl.?  in  their  sewing-room — gives  the 
practical  element  of  industrial  training  to  their  education  that  otherwise 
might  be  too  petlantic  in  its  scope. 

That  a blind  child  should  learn  to  read  and  write  and  cipher,  and 
acquire  in  other  respects  a fair  Englnih  education,  .so  as  to  understand 
p.Tst  and  current  events  at  home  and  abroad,  is  in  itself  a great  change 
for  the  better  over  its  untaught  state;  i(,  besides,  it  has  acquired,  if^a 
boy,  the  knowledge  of  a trade,  such  as  broom-making,  cane  seating  of 
chairs,  and  simple  upholstery;  or,  if  a girl,  the  use  of  the  needle,  the 
sewing  and  knitting-machines,  and  the  ability  to  do  the  mending  of  the 
household,  and  the  skill  to  cut,  put  together,  and  make  her  own  dresses, 
a foundation  has  been  laid  for  future  occupation  and  happiness  ; and  if, 
in  addition  to  all  these,  a natural  capacity  and  persevering  industry  has 
made  the  .study  of  music  something  more  than  an  amu.sement,  a noble 
profession  is  open  to  them  in  which  many  blind  persons,  graduates  from 
our  institutions,  have  secured  competence  and  sometimes  fame.  Yet 
from  all  of  these  opportunities,  the  parents  of  blind  children  who  refuse 
to  send  their  children,  while  within  the  school  .ages,  aw.ay  to  school  for 
ten  months  in  each  year,  completely  cut  off  their  unfortunate  children. 

The.se  parents  are  ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  school  for  the 
blind  in  this  State.  It  is  situated  on  the  high  land  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  city  of  Louisville,  in  a field  of  .some  twenty  acres.  It  occupies  large 
and  commodious  buildings  specially  planned  for  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  blind  while  getting  their  education,  and  it  is  well  sup- 
plied with  the  many  peculiar  kinds  of  apparatus  that  have  been  devised, 
buth  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  for  the  better  instruction  of  the 
blind.  Its  officers  are  selected  for  their  faithfulness  and  intelligence. 
The  best  teachers  to  be  had  are  employed  as  instructors,  and  it  is  under 
the  entire  control  of  a board  of  managers  appointed  by  the  Governor 
on  the  part  of  the  State,  gentlemen  of  such  high  character  and  reputa- 
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tion  that  their  names  are  a guarantee  of  the  integrity  and  efficiency  of 
any  undertaking  with  which  they  are  connected.  It  is  maintained  by 
the  State,  and  was  established  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  to  the  blind  children  in  Kentucky  the  advantages  of  an 
education,  which  all  over  our  land  is  regarded  as  the  birthright  of  every 
one  of  our  citizens.  No  charge  is  made  for  board  or  tuition,  and  to 
children  whose  parents  are  destitute,  clothing  is  supplied.  The  parents 
of  a blind  child  may  feel  that  they  cannot  trust  one  dependent  upon 
them,  one  endeared  to  them  by  the  tenderest  of  ties,  away  from  their 
watchful  care  ; that  the  afflicted  one,  if  sent  away,  would  grieve  for  its 
home,  and  for  the  loving  kindness  that  has  ever  protected  it;  but  after 
a few  days  of  homesickness  (no  worse  than  is  felt  by  any  child  when 
first  away  from  home),  the  society  of  other  children,  their  natural  merri- 
ment, and  their  numerous  amusements,  the  regular  routine  of  school 
duties,  the  novelty  and  pleasure  of  acquiring  knowledge,  the  music  of 
the  pianos,  the  band,  and  the  orchestra,  awaken  in  the  child's  mind  new 
and  delightful  ideas  that  result  in  a remarkable  improvement  in  its  whole 
nature,  and  it  returns'  in  the  summer  to  its  home,  proudly  bringing  the 
first  fruits  of  its  new  education,  with  new  hopes  and  aspirations  in  its 
mind  that  the  judicious  parents  will  be  surprised  and  delighted  to  re- 
ceive and  discover. 

Parents  of  blind  children  may  admit  all  this,  and  by  weakly  postpon- 
ing the  day  for  their  parting  briefly  from  their  children,  allow  years  to- 
pass  unimproved  that  are  the  most  precious  years  of  the  child's  life.. 
It  makes  a great  difference  to  the  blind  child  whether  its  education 
begins  at  the  age  of  seven  or  of  seventeen,  and  the  intelligence  of  the 
parents  ought  to  overcome  their  fond  and  tender  weakness  in  a sweet 
sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the  afflicted  child,  whose  burden  is  so  heavy  to 
carry  at  best,  that  the  parents  ought  not  to  refuse  it  the  help  and  com- 
fort that  an  education  would  bestow. 

The  appeal,  then,  is  earnestly  made,  not  only  to  parents  of  blind  chil- 
dren, but  to  all  who  know  of  any  blind  children  novv  growing  up  in 
ignorance,  that  every  effort  may  be  taken  to  secure  for  such  children 
an  education.  The  terms  of  admission  will  be  found  on  the  last  page 
of  this  Report,  and  the  Superintendent  or  any  of  the  Trustees  may  be 
addressed  for  fuller  information. 

In  August  last  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind- 
held  their  regular  biennial  session  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  in  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  \\  isconsin  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  maia 
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building  has  but  recently  been  finished  to  take  the  place  of  one  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  presents  in  its  internal  arrangements  all  the  appliances  and 
conveniences  that  a wise  and  enlightened  experience  could  suggest  that 
would  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  school  and  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates.  The  delegates  to  the  meeting  were  cordially  received  and 
handsomely  entertained,  both  by  the  officers  of  the  Institution  and  by 
the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  pleasure  to  all 
and  of  profit  to  those  engaged  in  educating  the  blind.  Papers  were 
read  by  experienced  teachers  of  the  blind,  setting  forth  their  special 
methods  of  instruction  ; and  in  the  general  discussion  which  followed 
many  ideas  were  expressed  and  suggestions  made  that  were  of  great 
practical  utility. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  directing 
the  Secretary  to  prepare  a concise  historical  sketch  of  the  Institution, 
and  to  compile  the  various  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  relating  to  its 
interests,  and  to  prepare  a list  of  its  officers  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Institution,  the  following  is  subrpitted: 

The  Kentucky  Imstitution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  was  estab- 
lished by  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1842.  The  preamble  to  the  act 
recognizes  the  fact  that  the  blind  were  equally  entitled  with  the  seeing 
children  to  the  benefit  of  the  common  school  fund.  The  appropriation 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  made,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  interest  on 
certain  bonds  held  by  the  Board  of  Education.  These  bonds  had  been 
issued  fraudulently  by  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  at  the 
date  of  the  act  referred  to  it  was  seriously  doubted  whether  these  bonds 
thus  fraudulently  issued  would  be  recognized  by  the  State.  At  that 
time  efforts  were  made  by  the  agents  of  the  State  to  trace  the  bonds, 
and  thus  relieve  the  State  from  their  payment.  The  donation,  there- 
fore, to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  was  deemed  of  very  doubtful  value. 
It  is  true,  as  a matter  of  history,  the  Legislature  was  very  incredulous 
as  to  the  feasibility  of  educating  the  blind,  and  the  good  to  result  there- 
from. This  is  illustrated  by  the  provisions  contained  in  the  act  that 
the  school  should  be  established  and  kept  up  for  twelve  months  before 
the  very  doubtful  appropriation  could  be  collected.  This  was  affected, 
and  the  school  sustained  for  twelve  months  by  the  liberality  of  the 
people  of  Louisville.  '1  he  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was 
ultimately  collected. 

I his  was  the  only  appropriation  ever  charged  to  or  paid  out  of  the 
common  school  fund. 
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All  the  appropriations  subsequently  made  are  made  payable  out  of 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  From  1842  to  the 
present  time,  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
has  not  been  recognized  as  any  part  of  the  common  school  system  of 
the  State,  but,  like  other  public  charities,  justly  entitled  to  the  care  and 
support  of  the  State. 

The  same  individual  was  the  author  of  the  acts  establishing  the  sys- 
tem of  common  schools  and  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind.  No  specific  provision  was  made  in  the  system  of  common 
schools  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  whilst  in  drafting  the  act  he 
recognized  their  equal  claims  with  the  other  children  of  the  State  on  the 
common  school  fund,  at  no  subsequent  time  in  his  numerous  applications 
to  the  Legislature  for  aid  to  the  Institution,  did  he  ever  ask  for  or 
receive  an  appropriation  payable  from  the  common  school  fund.  No 
special  tax  has  ever  been  levied  for  its  support.  At  no  time  has  the 
Institution  been  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  or  supervision  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  It  is  now  and  always  has  been 
one  of  the  public  charities  of  the  State,  and  has  been  liberally  sus- 
tained out  of  its  common  treasury. 

The  establishment  of  the  school  was  aided  by  the  kind  and  disinter- 
ested efforts  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  Massachusetts,  and  of  Mr.  VVm.  Chapin,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Ohio,  who,  with  some  of  their 
pupils,  gave  an  exhibition  before  the  Legislature  at  Frankfort,  and 
several  exhibitions  subsequently  in  Louisville.  At  these  exhibitions, 
which  were  largely  attended  by  the  citizens,  much  interest  was  mani- 
fested, and  a committee  of  twenty-one  appointed  to  collect  money  to 
support  the  school  for  one  year. 

The  efforts  of  this  committee  were  successful,  and  the  school  was 
opened  May  9th,  1842,  on  Sixth  street,  west  side,  between  Walnut  and 
Chestnut,  with  Bryce  M.  Patten,  Superintendent,  Miss  Maria  Howe, 
Matron,  and  Otis  Patten,  one  of  the  pupils  from  the  Dr.  Howe’s  school 
in  Boston,  as  a teacher. 

In  a communication  from  the  trustees,  published  in  the  Louisville 
Journal  of  May  14th,  1842,  special  mention  is  made  of  the  industry 
and  zeal  of  James  S.  Speed,  Joseph  Metcalfe,  and  Samuel  Dickinson  in 
procuring  subscriptions ; also  to  the  pupils  of  Miss  Mason  s school  for 
the  proceeds  of  concerts  given  in  aid  of  the  Institution.  1 he  building 
occupied  by  the  school  was  furnished  by  the  ellorts  of  the  ladies  of  the 
city. 
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In  the  year  1844,  in  virtue  of  an  appropriation  made  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, a lot  of  land  was  purchased  and  a building  erected  on  the  south 
side  of  Broadway,  between  First  and  Second  streets.  In  Ma)-,  1847,  the 
ladies  of  Louisville  interested  in  the  school  gave  a tea  party,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which,  amounting  to  five  hundred  dollars,  were  spent  in 
furnishing  the  new  house. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1851,  this  building  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  trustees  of  the  University  of  Louisville  at  once  very  liberally  ten- 
dered the  use  of  the  large  and  commodious  edifice  erected  for  the 
collegiate  and  law  departments  of  the  University,  so  that  the  operations 
of  the  school  were  hardly  interruptea  by  the  calamity.  The  Legislature 
promptly  made  an  appropriation  foi^a  new  building,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  more  e.xtensive  grounds.  A commission  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  to  select  grounds  for  the  Institution,  and  the 
present  site  was  selected  and  a new  ouilding  begun. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1855*  the  building  being  far  enough  com^ 
pleted  to  justify  it,  the  school  was  removed  to  its  new  home,  where  it 
remained  with  a constantly  increasing  prosperity  until  November,  1862, 
when  the  building  was  seized  b\'  the  medical  authorities  of  the  United 
States  Army  for  hospital  purposes,  and  retained  until  an  appeal  to  the 
President  resulted  in  a restoration  of  the  building  to  the  State.  During 
this  compulsory  e.xit,  which  la.sted  five  months,  the  school  occupied  the 
house  on  the  work-house  road  now  belonging  to  the  Alexander  estate. 
Since  that  time  the  occupation  of  the  present  building  has  been  unin- 
terrupted 

The  Board  of  Visitors,  which  were  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Lducation  from  year  to  year  up  to  1,873,  consisted  for  the  first  year  of 
the  following  named  persons;  \V.  F.  Bullock,  T.  S.  Bell,  M.  D.,  John 
1.  Jacob,  S.  Cassidy.  Edward  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  B M.  Patten,  and  Jas. 
Pickett. 

Ihe  Board  of  Lady  Visitors  appointed  by  the  first  Board  of  Trus- 
tees consisted  of  the  following  named  ladies:  Mrs.  S.  Cassidy.  Mrs. 
Mm.  Jackson,  Mrs.  James  Hughes,  Mrs.  John  I.  Jacob,  Mrs  Chapman 
Coleman,  Mrs.  Edward  Jarvis,  Mrs.  Jas,  C.  Ford,  Mrs.  J.  Chenoweth, 
Mrs.  Preston  S.  Loughborough,  Mrs.  Duncan  McCloskey,  Mrs.  Jas.  E. 
Tyler,  and  Mrs.  Richard  Steele. 

These  ladies  manifested  much  interest  in  the  school  from  year  to 
year,  but  as  one  by  one  they  retired  from  active  service  in  its  behalf, 
their  [ilaces  were  no  longer  filled,  and  this  feature  in  the  management 
of  the  Institution  was  not  perpetuated. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  have  held  office  in  the  Board  of 
Visitors  since  the  foundation  of  the  Institution  : 

W.  F.  Bullock,  1842  to  1864,  and  from  1873. 

T.  S.  Bell,  M.  D.,  1842. 

Samuel  Cassidy,  1842  to  1849. 

John  I.  Jacob,  1842  to  1846. 

James  Pickett,  1842  to  1S43. 

Bryce  M.  Patten,  1842  to  1843. 

Edward  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  1842  to  1843. 

William  Richardson,  1843  1°  1847. 

Garnet  Duncan,  1843  to  1843. 

Rev.  George  W.  Brush,  1843  to  1845,  and  from  1864  to  1867. 
Charles  J.  Clarke,  1843  to  1852. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Humphrey,  1845  to  1856. 

Wm.  F.  Pettit,  1846  to  1849. 

Wm.  Kendrick,  1848  to  1852,  and  from  1S64  to  1S80. 

Lewis  Ruffner,  1849  to  1858. 

Bland  Ballard,  1S49  to  1864. 

RobertJ.  Breckinridge,  D.  D.,  1852  to  i860. 

William  Tanner,  1852  to  1856. 

Wm.  S.  Bodley,  1856  to  1864. 

Wm.  Garnet,  1857  to  i860. 

John  Milton,  1858  to  i860. 

John  G.  Barret,  1864  to  1873. 

Rev.  John  L.  McKee,  1864  to  1S67. 

Rev.  D.  P.  Henderson,  1864  to  1865. 

Floyd  Parks,  1864  to  1865. 

W.  B.  Belknap,  1865  to  1867. 

James  Harrison,  1867. 

S.  A.  Atchison,  1867  to  i86g. 

Henry  J.  Stites,  1867. 

Thos.  E.  Bramlette,  1869  to  1875. 

J.  B.  McFerran,  1869  to  1870. 

Alfred  T.  Pope,  1870  to  1874. 

Z M.  Sherley,  1873  to  1879.  . 

G.  H.  Cochran,  1S73. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Hey'wood,  1879  to  1880. 

T.  L.  Jefferson,  1874. 

W.  N.  Ilaldeman,  1875. 

John  A.  Carter,  1880. 

John  P.  Morton,  1880. 
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The  office  of  Treasurer  was  held  by — 

Samuel  Cassidy  from  1842  to  1S43. 

William  Richardson  from  1843  to  1854. 

John  Milton  from  1854  to  i860. 

John  G.  Barret  from  i860. 

The  office  of  Director  was  held  by  Bryce  M.  Patten  from  1842  to 
1871  ; the  present  incumbent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  has  held  the  office  since 
1871. 

In  1873  the  Legislature  placed  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors in  the  Governor's  hands. 

In  1876  the  Legislature  enacted  the  law  under  which  the  Institution 
is  at  present  managed. 

The  various  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature  affecting  the  Institution, 
from  its  foundation  till  the  present  time,  are  appended  in  order. 


The  items  of  information  required  to  be  prepared  for  the  Governor 
and  the  General  .Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  are  as  follows  : 

I he  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  instruction  during  the  past 
year  is  seventy-seven. 

Their  names  and  residences  are  as  follows  ; 


James  Antle, 
Charles  Baron, 

J.  William  Baxter. 
John  Beckman, 
Matthew  Bluett,  - 
Charles  Bohanon, 
Kdward  Boggs,  - 
Omer  Boggs, 
Thomas  H Boggs, 
Anna  Broderick,  - 
Nancy  Brooks, 
Nannie  P.  Brown, 
Robert  J.  Caldwell, 
Anna  May  Carlis'e, 
William  Carroll,  - 
Emma  Cummins, 
Josiah  Clippies, 
Benjamin  M,  Day, 
Cynthia  A.  Deaton, 


A’c.v/V/f-WfY.v. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Greenup  county. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 
Edmonson  county. 
Warsaw. 

Mayslick. 

Henderson, 

Louisville. 

Bracken  county. 
Falmouth. 
Elizabethtown. 
Rockcastle  county. 
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Nanit's. 

Ella  Dolan,  - 
Frank  B.  Dollins,  - 
Gertrude  Drescher, 

Jos.  Sidney  Franklin, 
Sophia  Gerdis, 

Sophronia  Gibbons, 

Katy  Hall,  - 
Lorenz  Hausman, 
Edward  Hess, 

Anna  Higginson,  - 
B.  B.  Hoskins, 

Fanil)’  Hiigel, 

Josie  Kearns, 

Jam.es  Kuhn, 

Mary  Landiss, 

Jefferson  D.  Leib, 

Nora  Lillis,  - - - 

John  Long,  - - - 

Jerry  Loyd,  - 
Nancy  E Manning, 
Michael  McCarthy, 
Thomas  McGavie, 
Barbara  McKinney, 
Thomas  Meddis,  - 
Flora  Moore, 

Anna  Morgan, 

Lucy  Morgan, 

James  Murra)', 

Daniel  J,  Osteen,  - 
Hiram  Overbay,  - 
Alice  Parsons, 

William  Perkins,  - 
Charles  Purdy, 

Susanna  Roberts, 

Max  Rushing, 

Joseph  Ryan, 

Georgia  Sale, 

Louis  Schafer, 


Rfsiili’inrs. 

Louisville. 

Glasgow. 

Louisville. 

Hickman  county 

Covington. 

Albany, 

Warsaw. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Union  county. 
Boyle  county. 
Trimble  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Hickman  county 
Frankfort. 
Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Murray. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Nelson  county. 
W'hitley  county. 
Scott  county. 
Scott  count)’. 
Louisville. 
Christian  county 
Laurel  county. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro. 
Daviess  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Caldwell  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
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Charles  Seligman, 

Elise  Selke, 

John  Sentif,  ... 

James  Sims,  - . . 

Edith  V’.  Smith, 

Frank  Smitli,  ... 

Charles  Taylor,  - - - 

Fred.  Telkamer, 

W.  Butler  Timmons, 

Alma  Tucker,  ... 

Emile  Trebing, 

Mary  Turpin, 

Jesse  Vanmeter, 

Joanna  Varble, 

Agatha  Weaver, 

Ida  VV'eaver, 

Wm.  Whelan,  ... 

Henry  Whitlow, 

James  Whitt)-, 

Joseph  Williams, 


FOR  THE  BUND.  j: 

J\fsuh’nces, 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Hart  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Morganfield. 

Louisville. 

Calloway  county. 
Oldham  county. 
Louisville. 

Warsaw. 

Lexington. 

Oldham  county. 
Lewis  county. 

Lewis  county. 
Louisville. 

Hart  county. 
Louisville. 

Muhlenburg  county. 


The  law  also  requires  an  annual  summary  of  receipts  and  expenses, 
and  an  enumeration  of  the  employes  of  the  Institution,  with  the  wages 
paid  to  each.  These  statements  are  as  follows  : 


Ilalance  on  liand  N’ovctnlior  i>t,  i88i 
1‘ourlli  f|uarlcrly  allowance  for  1881  . 
First  ijuarlerly  aDowunce  for  1882  . . 

Vcarly  allowance  for  1S82 

Second  (juarterly  allowance  for  1882  . 
Third  tjuarlerly  allowance  for  1882  . . 

Kcceipls  from  work-shop 

Sale  of  horse 

Other  receipts 


?0,340  06 
2,272  73 
2,307  "O 

9,990  00 
2,272  73 
2,02s  00 
545  00 
63  00 
37  45 


Total  amount  of  warrants  issued 


*828, 85S  67 
20,083  56 


58,775  u 


Ilalancc  on  hand  November  isl,  1882 
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The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of — 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  S125  a month, 

A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  S33I3  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  §30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  with  a salary  of  §30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  $30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a salary  of  S30 
■ a month, 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  S50  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  $75  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  $24  a 
month, 

A kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of  S30  a 
month 

A music  reader,  Mrs.  Neppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  $25  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary  of  $15  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  $5  a 
month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a salary  of  Sio  a month. 

A gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  S55 
a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robt.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  $25 
a month. 

An  assistant  fireman,  James  VVhitty,  with  a salary  of  S4  a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  $18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A laundress,  Anne  Cane,  with  a salary  of  S15  a month. 

A laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Emma  Lathrop,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Bridget  Cain,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Anna  Fahy,  with  a salary  of  $8  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the  year;  the  oth- 
ers are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Supmutendi-nl. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kertucky  Institution  Jor  the  Education 
of  the  Blind: 

Gkntlemen:  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  they  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement  of 
their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of 
these  statements  is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


G.  II.  COCHRAN,  Ch'n. 
THOS.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
JOHN  A.  CARTPZR 
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APPENDIX. 

Transcript  of  Acts  of  Legislature  of  Kentucky  affecting  the  Ken- 
tucky Institution  for  the  Blind. 


AN  .\CT  to  estalilisli  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

Whereas,  The  system  of  common  schools  is  intended  for  the  ben- 
efit of  all  the  children  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  and  a fund 
has  been  set  apart  for  that  purpose  ; and  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  experience  having 
demonstrated  that  this  desirable  object  can  be  effected  by  a judicious 
and  well-adapted  course  of  education;  therefore, 

§ I . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonioealth  of 
KcHtucky,  That  there  shall  be  established  in  the  city  of  Louisville  an  insti- 
tution to  be  called  The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Kducation  of  the 
Blind,”  which  shall  be  under  the  government  of  seven  visitors,  to  be 
appointed  annually  by  the  Board  of  Education,  who  shall  notify  them 
of  their  appointment,  and  prescribe  a day  for  their  first  meeting,  or,  in 
the  event  of  failure,  for  a subsequent  one.  The  said  visitors,  or  a ma- 
jority, shall  appoint  from  their  own  body  a president  to  preside  at  their 
meetings,  and  a secretary  to  record,  attest,  and  preserve  their  proceed- 
ings. The  said  visitors  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  receive,  by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  otherwise,  lands, 
slaves,  money,  and  other  property,  and  the  same  to  retain,  use,  and 
apply  to  the  education  of  the  blind  within  this  Commonwealth  to  any 
amount,  the  interest,  profit,  or  proceeds  of  which  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  The  said  visitors  shall  be 
charged  with  the  erection,  preservation,  and  repairs  of  the  buildings,  the 
care  of  the  grounds,  and  of  the  interests  of  the  institution  generally. 
They  shall  have  power  to  employ  all  necessary  agents;  to  appoint  and 
remove  professors  (two  thirds  of  the  whole  nurnber  concurring  in  every* 
case  of  removal)  ; to  fix  their  compensation  ; prescribe  their  duties,  and 
the  course  of  education  ; to  e.stablish  rules  for  the  government  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  pupils;  to  regulate  tuition  fees;  to  prescribe  and  con- 
trol the  duties  and  proceedings  of  all  persons  with  respect  to  the 
property  and  interests  of  the  institution  ; to  draw  from  the  Common 
School  bund  or  the  Treasury,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed, 
such  moneys  as  are  or  shall  be  charged  b)-  law  on  eitlier.  for  the  benefit 
and  support  of  said  institution  ; and,  in  general,  to  direct  and  do  all 
matters  and  things  which,  not  being  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State,  shall  seem  to  them 
most  expedient  for  promoting  the  purposes  and  fulfilling  the  objects 
of  said  institution,  which  several  functions  they  shall  be  free  to  exer- 
cise in  the  form  of  by-laws,  rules,  resolutions,  orders,  instructions,  or 
otherwise,  as  they  may  deem  proper.  The  .said  visitors  shall  have 
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such  stated  and  occasional  meetings  as  they  shall  themselves  prescribe. 
A majorit)'  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  business;  and  all  vacancies 
occurring  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  Commonwealth,  or 
failure  to  act  for  the  space  of  three  months,  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
appointing  power.  The  president  and  visitors  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  declared,  a body-corporate,  under  the  style  and  title  of  " The 
President  and  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind.”  with  the  right,  as  such,  to  use  a common  seal; 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  ah  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  institution  are  involved.  The  institution 
hereby  established  shall,  in  all  things  and  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Legislature;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of 
visitors,  annually,  to  make  a report  to  the  Board  of  Education  (to  be 
laid  before  the  General  Assenibly),  which  shall  embrace  a full  account 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand,  and  a general 
statement  of  the  condition  of  said  institution.  There  shall,  also,  be  a 
committee  of  twelve  ladies  selected  bj-  the  board  of  visitors  at  their 
first  meeting,  and  their  vacancies/ filled,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may 
happen,  from  death,  removal,  or  resignation,  to  aid  in  the  management 
of  the  institution,  under  such  ptovisions  as  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  prescribed  by  the  by-laws.  Indigent  children,  resident  anywhere 
within  the  State,  shall  be  received  into  the  institution,  maintained  and 
educated  gratuitously,  as  far  as  the  funds  of  the  institution  will  admit : 
Piwidid,  1 hat  when  more  children  are  offered  for  the  benefit  of  this  insti- 
tution than  can  be  received  at  any  one  time,  the  visitors  shall  so  appor- 
tion their  number  among  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
according  to  their  representation,  when  application  shall  be  made,  that 
every  county  may  equally  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same. 

§ 2 Be  it  furtlur  enacted.  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Common  School  P'und  which  has 
heretofore  accrued,  or  which  may  hereafter  accrue,  from  the  dividends 
on  bank  stock  held  by  the  Board  of  Education,  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  shall  be  drawn  for  b)’  the  Board  of  Education  as  the 
dividends  on  said  bank  stock  may  be  declared,  and  by  them  paid  to  the 
board  of  visitors,  when  demanded,  in  the  manner  and  under  the  regu- 
lations provided  for  in  the  act,  entitled  ‘‘An  act  to  establish  a system  of 
common  schools  in  the  State  of  Kentucky:”  Provided,  That  no  portion 
of  this  endowment  shall  be  paid  utitil  this  institution  goes  into  actual 
operation. 

.approve'!  Fcliruavy  5th,  1S42. 


That  the  education  of  the  blind  was  then  considered  a question  of 
national  importance,  is  seen  from  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  February  16,  1844: 

VVbiKKF.AS,  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  located  in  the  city 
of  Louisville,  that  its  usefulness  is  much  limited  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  means  to  sustain  it ; and  although  it  is  located  within  the  State 
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of  Kentucky,  it  is  nevertheless  an  institution  which  is  not  confined  in 
Its  benevolence  exclusively  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  whose  name  it  has 
assumed  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  Union  may,  in  some  degree 
be  considered  the  field  of  its  charities;  and  the  State  of  Kentucky 
having  already  shown  the  interest  she  feels  for  its  success  by  appropri- 
ating to  Its  use  a portion  of  the  school  fund,  and  would  make  still  other 
and  further  appropriations  but  for  her  present  pressing  necessity  to 
apply  all  the  means  within  her  reach  to  the  payment  of  the  State  debt, 
and  believing  it  an  institution  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  a proper  object  for  national  munificence 
It  IS,  therefore,  ’ 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  endeavor  to 
procure  an  appropriation  of  a portion  of  the  public  domain  to  the  use 
and  benefit  of  said  Institution. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  res- 
olution. 


February  29,  1844,  the  following  act  was  approved  ; 

AN  ACT  for  the  benefil  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Be  It  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky, That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a suitable  building  for  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  president  and  visitors  of  said  Institution;  Provided, 
howevet.  That  this  appropriation  shall  not  be  expended  otherwise  than 
in  the  completion  of  a convenient  building  for  the  present  accommoda- 
tion of  the  pupils  of  said  Institution  ; and  the  directors  are  hereby 
directed  to  contract  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  said  building  so 
that  it  shall  not  cost  beyond  the  amount  of  means  full)'  within  their 
power  at  the  time  such  contract  shall  be  made. 


The  following  is  the  act  incorporating  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Railroad  Company,  approved  March  2d,  1844,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Compaii)’:" 

§ *•  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commomcealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  William  F.  Bullock,  John  I.  Jacob,  Samuel  Cassid)',  T. 
S.  Bell,  James  Pickett,  David  L.  Beatty,  Fred.  H.  Kare,  Elisha  Apple- 
gate,  Win.  E.  Glover,  Wm.  IL  Field,  li.  G.  McGinnis,  Bryce  M.  Patten, 
Andrew  Graham,  Reuben  Dawson,  Garnett  Duncan,  Jabez  Baldwin, 
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J.  Knight,  Cha,s  J Clarke,  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they  are 
herebj  created  a body-politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
o the  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company;  and  b^  tlm  nlme 

^P”'’  '‘^44.  and  capable  m law  to  contract  and  be  contracted  with 
and  '“hf  defended,  in  all  courts  in  law  or  equity 

, and  e sewhere,  as  natural  persons;  and  have  and  use  a common^seaV 
and  alter  and  renew  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  generally  to  do  and  per- 
form every  act  and  thing  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  ^the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  promote  the  design  of  thiLorporatl 
k 2.  I he  management  and  control  of  the  prudential  affairs  and  con- 

th^d  °^■^  Railroad  Company  shall  be  under 

the  direction  of  a president  and  five  directors;  and  the  persons  herein 
named  or  a majority  of  them,  shall  meet  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  at 
some  designated  place  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  of  which  notice  shall  be 
given  in  the  Louisville  Journal  and  Public  Advertiser,  or  other  news- 
paper  published  in  Louisville^  at  which  meeting  there  shall  be  chosen 
by  a 7’oc.-  vote  a president  and  five  managers,  a treasurer  and 
secretary,  the  same  individual  may  hold  the  two  last  named  offices 
The  persons  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  may  name  as  many 
other  persons  as  they  plea.se,  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  and  at  each 
to  "he  IRTthoi"  ^“^h  persons  as  are  herein  named,  and  those  added 

sLlI  he  meml  1 names,  who 

See  eH  association.  The  president  and  directors 

ected  shall  proceed  to  mane  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the 

^titutio?rof  Institution,  not  incompatible  with  the  laws  and  Con- 

stitut.on  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  They  shall  fix  a time  and  place 
for  annual  meetings  of  the  members  of  the  association  to  elect  a presi 
dent  and  five  directors,  who  shall  have  the  right  to  e.xercise  ail  the 
powers  and  authority  conferred  by  this  act,  subject  to  the  by-laws,  rules 
and  regulations  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors.  They  shall  keep  an  office  in  the  city  of  Louiswille 
or  within  its  vicinity,  for  the  transaction  of  business,  where  a record  of 

their  proceedings  shall  be  made  and  kept.  ere  a recom  oi 

slill^nrfr'’  ''  company 

cJoi  J 1 "“T  '"ith  a view  to  raise  the 

Tv  Sise  nr'^oH  authorized  to  receive  donations 

by  devise  or  otherwi.se,  any  chose  in  action,  money  or  property  of  any 

Rts  be  - f l'’'"  or  houses  and 

n ° president  and  directors,  and  their  successors 

and  ‘ property  conveyed  in  as  full 

and  ample  a manner  as  though  they  were  natural  persons;  and  in  like 

theTnter"^r^'’  ProP^''  lor  tl'e  purpose  of  promoting 

the  interesu  and  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  Institution,  .said  presi- 

ves"tecTwitl  '7T'’''  hereby 

' J authority  to  sell  and  dispose  of  anj-  property 

the  r I^^'^otion  except  such  as  may  be  hereafter  donated  by 

State  of  Iventucky.  Deeds  of  conveyance  made  to  or  from  said 
president  and  directors  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county 
court  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  lie.  ^ 
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§ 4 jBt’  it  further  enacted.  That  the  State  of  Kentucky  hereby  sub- 
scribes. for  and  on  behalf  of  the  State,  the  railroad  now  constructed  in 
the  city,  and  between  the  city  of  Louisville  and  Portland,  terminating 
in  Portland,  and  hereby  vests  in  said  corporation,  when  chosen,  the  title 
which  the  Commonwealth  has  in  and  to  the  right  of  way,  land  in  fee, 
improvements,  fixtures,  appurtenances,  and  houses  belonging  or  at- 
tached to  said  railroad,  to  which  the  Commonwealth  has,  in  any  manner, 
the  right  or  title,  in  law  or  equity:  Provided,  Should  the  individuals 
hereby  incorporated  refuse  to  accept  or  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  all  the  property  hereby  donated  and  subscribed  by  this  act 
shall  again  vest  in  the  Commonwealth. 

§ 5.  That,  with  a view  to  render  said  railway  available,  said  president 
and  directors  shall  have  power  to  expend  any  funds  in  their  hands  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  and  keeping  in  repair  said  railway,  and  extend- 
ing the  same  to  any  point  or  points  within  the  city  or  on  the  Ohio  river, 
which  they  are  here  vested  with  full  power  to  do,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  City  Council  elected  next  after  it  shall  be 
made  known  through  the  newspapers  published  in  said  city  that  an 
application  will  be  made  to  the  City  Council  for  an  extension  of  said 
railway,  setting  forth  in  such  publication  the  extent,  beginning,  and 
terminus  of  the  contemplated  extension:  Provided,  however,  U ex- 
tension should  be  desired  to  reach  beyond  the  city,  and  passing  tluough 
private  property,  it  shall  only  be  done  by  the  purchase  of  the  right  of 
way.  or  by  an  application  for  a writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  under  the  laws 
now' in  force  on  that  subject,  and  the  payment  of  the  damages  assessed. 
The  president  and  directors  shall  also  have  the  right  to  purchase  and 
hold  pas.senger  and  burden  cars,  and  to  furnish  themselves  with  the 
means  of  transportation,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  charge  and  exact 
tolls  and  fees  from  passengers,  and  for  transporting  any  baggage  or 
thing;  but  a list  of  the  charges  shall  be  printed  in  one  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  in  the  city,  and  posted  up  at  the  door  of  their  business 

office.  . r , C A 

§ 6.  That  the  corporation  hereby  created  is  for  the  purpose  ol  edu- 
cating, instructing,  and  maintaining  blind  persons  who  may  be  received 
at  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  located  at 
Louisville;  and  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  alone,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  does  the  State  of  Kentucky  hereby  donate  and 
subscribe  the  railroad,  as  stock,  provided  for  in  the  4th  section 
act ; and  the  same,  together  with  lands  and  appurtenances  purchased  by 
said  corporation,  or  which  the)'  may  receive  by  devise  or  voluntary- 
donation,  and  all  money  or  other  thing  devised  or  donated  to  said  m.sti- 
tution  or  corporation,  no  matter  for  the  words  of  the  writing,  it  the 
intent  thereof  can  be  ascertained  [from]  the  language  employed,  shall 
be  held  in  trust  as  a sacred  fund,  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  alone. 

§ 7.  That  with  a view  to  carr)'  out  the  design  of  this  Institution,  the 
president  and  directors  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase,  m the  name 
of  the  corporation,  any  lot  or  lots  in  the  city  ol  Louisvi He,  or  lands 
within  the  vicinity  of  Louisville,  and  erect  thereon  any  buildings  whicti 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  Institution,  and 
otherwise  improve  and  cultivate  any  grounds  held  by  said  corporation. 
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§ S.  The  pre.sident  and  directors  shall  have  power  to  employ  one  or 
more  clerks,  superintendents,  and  instructor.s,  provide  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  comfort  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution,  regulate  the  diitj' 
and  salaries  of  the  officers  employed,  and  take  from  them  bonds,  with 
approved  security,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  them.  They  shall  keep  a record  of  all  moireys  received  by 
them,  stating  the  .sources  from  whence  received,  the  names  of  all  donors, 
of  all  purchases  and  gifts  of  property,  and  .sales  made  of  property,  and 
of  all  expenses  attending  the  Institution  ; all  of  which  facts,  with  a com- 
plete statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Institution,’its  progress 
and  the  number  of  its  inmates,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at 
each  session  ° 

§ g.  This  corporation  is  created  upon  the  express  condition  that  the 
Legislature  reserves  the  right,  at  all  times,  to  e.xamine  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  corporation  and  ascertain  whether  the  purposes  of  the  trust 
have  been  faithfully  carried  out,  and,  if  thought  necessary  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Institution,  change  the  rr.ode  of  selecting  the  officers,  pre- 
scribe rules  for  its  government,  or  do  any  other  act  necessary  to’carry 
out  the  purposes  for  which  the  corporation  is  created. 

§ 10.  That  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  the  existence  of 
this  act  of  incorporation,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  in  and  to 
the  property,  real  and  personal,  which  is  hereby  vested  in  said  company, 
as  a so  all  propert)-  of  whatever  description,  which  may  hereafter  be 
purchased,  or  in  any  manner  acquired  by  said  company,  be  and  the 
same  i.s  hereby,  vested  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  in’eonsider- 
ation  of  the  pant  herein  made  for  its  exclusive  u.se  and  ownership  in  as 
ull  and  ample  a manner  as  if  the  .same  were  conveyed  by  said  company 
to  the  State,  by  deed  or  otherwise,  to  be  held  by  the  State  in  trust  for 
he  education  of  the  blind,  except  the  railroad  to  the  extent  now  and 
hereby  vested  in  said  corporation,  which  shall  revert  to  the  State  sub- 
ject  to  the  will  ol  the  Legislature. 

§ ti.  That  whenever  said  corporation  shall  have  erected  suitable 
bui  dings  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  they  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  first  day  of  Januarv  in  each  vear,  all  of 
the  proceeds  arising  from  said  road  over  the  amount  necessary  to  the 
support  and  education  of  the  inmates  of  said  Institution,  after  deducting 
all  necessary  exiienses  consequent  upon  the  using  of  said  road. 

• ^ 12.  I hat  should  the  State  hereafter  make  any  arrangement  with  the 
city  authorities  of  Louisville  permitting  the  State  to  con.struct  .said  rail- 
road into  or  through  said  city,  and  the  .State  should  desire  .said  road  to 
be  again  vested  in  the  Commonwealth,  then  .said  road  and  right  of  way 
and  all  pe  engines  and  apparatus  on  the  road,  if  of  any  value,  shall  vest 
in  the  State  absolutely,  and  the  rights  of  said  corporation  to  the  .same 
-shall  cease:  Provided,  hoivcvrr.  Should  the  State  determine  to  take  back 
pid  road,  the  State  shall  pay  to  said  corporation  the  value  of  any  addi- 
tional improvement  to  said  road  by  increasing  the  length  of  the  same 
and  ol  al  the  engines,  cars,  and  appurtenances  connected  with  said 
road  ; and  the  value  of  the  same  shall  be  determined  upon  by  three 
commtssioners,  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  one  by 
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said  corporation,  and  one  shall  be  chosen  by  the  two  commissioners,  and' 
they  shall  report  the  value  to  the  next  Legislature  after  the  same  is 
made. 


February  8th,  1845,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,”  was  approved: 

§ I.  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  president  and  visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  to  receive  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  each  indigent  pupil  that  now  is  or  may 
hereafter  be  admitted  into  said  Institution  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  to  be  drawn  for  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  in 
an  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  endow  an  asylum  for  the  tuition  of  the  Deaf, 
and  Dumb,”  approved  December  7th,  1822:  Provided,  That  no  scholar 
shall  be  taught  at  the  expense  of  the  State  more  than  five  years  ; And 
provided  also.  That  the  sum  so  drawn  from  the  Treasury  shall  in  no  one 
year  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

§ 2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  visitors  to  receive  pupils- 
from  other  States,  provided  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  and  tui- 
tion be  defrayed  by  such  State  or  States,  or  by  some  individual  or 
society:  Provided,  That  such  admission  shall  not  operate  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  any  indigent  pupil  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

§ 3.  The  president  and  visitors  shall  in  all  cases  require  satisfactory 
proof,  by  affidavit  or  otherwise,  of  the  residence  of  any  applicant  who 
may  hereafter  apply  for  the  benefit  of  said  Institution  ; and  in  every 
annual  report  the  names  and  residences  of  the  pupils,  setting  forth 
specifically  the  amount  paid  by  each,  shall  be  reported  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 


The  following  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,’’  was  approved  February  23, 
1846 : 

§ I . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commomuealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  dividends 
which  may  be  declared  by  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  upon  the  stock  held 
by  the  Board  of  Education  in  said  bank,  between  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1846,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  1847,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  set  apart  and  appropriated  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  be  drawn  for  in  the  manner  and  upon 
the  terms  prescribed  b\’  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  to  establish  the  Ken- 
tucky Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind:”  Provided,  That  the 
sum  of  $1,929.78  arising  therefrom  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  debts  now  due  by  said  institution,  and  the  balance,  if  any  there  be, 
to  the  purchase  of  a suitable  library,  apparatus,  and  instruments,  and 
the  erection  of  necessary  improvements  for  the  use  of  said  institution. 
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§ 2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  managers  of  said 
institution  to  report,  in  their  next  annual  report  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly. the  manner  of  the  application  of  the  fund  hereby  appropriated, 
with  a complete  list  of  the  books,  apparatus,  and  instruments  purchased 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  with  the  prices  thereof 

§ 3.  That  the  appropriation  hereby  made  is  upon  the  condition  that 
the  title  to  the  property — real,  personal,  and  mixed— belonging  to,  or  in 
anywise  pertaining  to  said  institution,  is.  and  shall  be,  fully  vested  in 
the  president  and  managers,  anti  their  successors  in  office,  in  trust  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

§ 4.  Be  It  futlhi-r  enaclcd.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  all  dividends  declared  by  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  on  the 
stock  held  b)-  the  Board  of  Kducation  shall  be  placed  by  said  bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  cause  the  sum  so  declared  as  dividend  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  which  money  may  be  drawn  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Board  of  Kducation  as  other  moneys  which,  by  law,  he  has  the  right  to 
draw  for  purposes  of  education. 


On  the  loth  of  February,  1846,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act,  en- 
titled An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ‘ An  act  to  incorporate  the 
l.ouisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company,’”  approved  March  2,  1844. 
The  only  parts  of  this  act  that  relate  to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
an)'  way  are  sections  i,  4,  and  5.  v/hich  are  as  follows: 

§ I.  Be  It  enacted  by  the  General  Assen/bly  oj  the  Conimomvealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  tlie  said  corporation  is  hereby  given  and  granted  power 
and  authority  to  borrow  money  from  any  individual  or  corporation,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  on  the  faith  of  the  property 
to  said  corporation  belonging,  and  that,  if  it  shall  seem  best  to  the  pres- 
ident and  directors  of  said  corporation,  they  shall  have  the  power  to 
admit  new  and  additional  stockholders  into  said  corporation,  upon  their 
paying  into  said  corporation  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
with,  or  required  by.  the  said  president  and  directors;  and  to  tliis  end, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  president  and  directors  to  fix.  by  resolution  on 
the  records  of  said  corporation,  the  amount  of  stock  whicli  they  have 
in  trust  and  for  the  use  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  tlie  Kducation 
of  the  Blind,  and,  after  so  doing,  to  open  books,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  subscription  of  any  amount  of  additional  stock  they  may  think 
proper  to  admit,  which  new  stock  may  be  subscribed  by  individuals  or 
corporations:  Prcreided,  howe^oer.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  allow  said  institution  or  company  to  incur  any  debt 
chargeable  to  the  State,  or  upon  such  property  as  the  State  has  hereto- 
fore purchased  for  said  institution,  and  now  owns. 

4.  I hat  the  president  and  directors  of  said  corporation  shall  make 
dividends  of  the  net  profits  with  any  new  stockholders  that  ma)'  be 
admitted,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each  stock- 
holder; and  that  the  proportion  of  the  profits  that  maybe  declared 
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upon  the  stock  that  may  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  pre.sident  and 
directors,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  which  is  a State 
institution,  clothed  with  proper  powers  to  attend  to  the  support  and 
education  of  blind  persons  of  this  Commonwealth. 

§ 5.  That  so  much  of  the  act  aforesaid,  as  limits  the  term  of  the 
charter  to  thirty  years,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 


February  12th,  1848,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,”  was 
approved : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Comnwnwcalth  of  Ken- 
tucky. That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, appropriated  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  the  pre.sident  of  the  board  of  visitors 
of  said  institution,  a portion  of  which  sum  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  institution,  and  the 
balance  to  the  purchase  of  additional  land,  an  organ,  pianos,  and  the 
erection  of  a suitable  workshop  for  the  use  of  the  blind  pupils. 


March  4th,  1S50,  the  following  act.  entitled  “An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind.”  was 
approved : 

§ I . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky.  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be  annually  appro- 
priated for  three  j'ears  to  the  Kentuck)'  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  to  be  applied,  in  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  visitors,  to 
the  payment  of  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  institution;  to 
the  papering,  painting,  and  finishing  the  main  building;  to  the  procure- 
ment of  carpeting  for  the  floors,  and  of  suitable  chairs,  tables,  beds, 
bedding,  window-blinds,  and  other  furniture  for  the  various  rooms, 
passages,  and  apartments  thereof;  to  the  purchasing  of  the  necessary 
books,  charts,  maps,  globes,  instruments,  apparatus,  &c.,  for  the  library 
and  literary  department  of  the  institution;  to  the  erection  and  making 
of  improvements  on  the  lands  and  grounds  appendant  and  appurtenant 
thereto,  in  fencing,  building,  repairing,  or  decorating. 

S 2.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  said  board  of 
visitors  and  managers  of  the  Institution,  in  their  annual  and  biennial 
reports  hereafter  to  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  set 
forth  specifically  how  and  in  what  manner  said  funds  have  been  applied 
and  paid  out,  from  time  to  time,  with  full  and  complete  lists  and  items 
of  all  purchases  made,  and  the  price  or  prices  thereof. 

??  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  sums  of  money  herein- 
before apjiropriated  be  paid  in  each  year,  commencing  with  1850,  to 
the  president  of  said  board,  or  to  his  order,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
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Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  which  the  Second  Auditor 
shall  draw  his  warrant,  when  legally  called  upon  for  that  purpose. 

*5  4.  Be  it  further  cnaeted.  That  the  president  and  board  of  visitors 
of'said  Institution  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to 
time,  if  application  be  made,  to  receive  each  year  and  admit  into  the 
same  as  many  as  sixty  pupils,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  now 
prescribed  by  law  in  such  ca.ses. 

§ 5.  Be  it  further  euacted.  That  each  pupil  who  may  hereafter  gradu- 
ate in.  or  be  honorably  discharged  from,  said  Institution  shall  receive 
from  the  president  of  the  board  of  visitors,  or  from  the  superintendent, 
by  his  written  order,  one  copy  of  the  Bible  and  a copy  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  American  Independence  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  which  no  ch<,rge  shall  be  made  against  said 
graduating  or  retiring  pupil,  but  shall  go  and  be  considered  and  ac- 
counted as  an  item  of  the  ordinary  e.xpenses  of  the  said  Institution, 
and  annually,  or  as  often  as  need  be,  the  same  shall  be  reported  with 
the  other  expen.ses  thereof. 

§6.  Be  it  further  euaeted.  That  upon  application  of  the  said  president 
of  the  board  of  visitors,  either  personally  or  by  writing,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  said  Secretary  shall  furnish  him  with  a copy  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  and  a copy  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State,  commencing  with 
the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1841  and  1842,  and  each  year  success- 
ively from  thence  hitherto. 

§ 7.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  hereafter,  in  the  distribution  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  State,  amongst  the  different  persons  and  olTices  entitled 
thereto,  that  one  copy  of  each  be  furnished  to  said  Institution  ; all  of 
which  Acts  and  Journals  shall  be  placed  and  kept  in  the  library  for  the 
benefit  of  the  officers  thereof. 


March  4th,  1850,  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  incorporate  the  Russell- 
ville and  Buena  Vista  Plank  Road  Company,  and  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company,  ” was  approved. 
The  parts  of  this  act  that  relate  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Blind  are  contained  in  sections  4,  5,  and  13,  which  are  as  follows  ; 

§ 4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital  stock  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Railroad  Company  may  be  increased  twenty- five  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company  are  authorized 
to  raise  said  additional  stock  in  the  same  manner  they  are  already  em- 
powered to  rai.se  the  capital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars: 
Provided,  That  the  relative  proportion  of  stock  owned  b\'  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  as  heretofore  provided  for  by 
a resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  of  said  corporation,  shall  not  be 
changed  by  the  increase  of  capital, 

5.  The  prudential  affairs  and  concerns  of  said  corporation  shall  be 
under  the  direction  of  a board  of  five  directors,  who  shall  be  elected 
annually  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  P'ebruary  in  each  year;  one  by  the 
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Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 
and  the  other  four  by  the  other  stockholders  in  said  corporation;  and  all 
of  whom  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

§ 13.  So  much  of  this  act  and  amendatory  act  incorporating  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company  as  comes  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  act  is  hereby  repealed. 


January  7th,  1852,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,”  was  ap- 
proved : 

§ I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonziiealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  tlie  president  and  visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  E,ducation  of  the  Blind  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  private 
sale  or  public  auction,  as  they  may  think  best,  and  for  cash  in  hand,  or 
upon  time,  as  they  make  think  best,  the  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  together 
with  all  or  singular  the  appurtenances  which  belong  to  said  institution, 
situate  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on  the  south  side  of  Broadway,  and 
between  First  and  Second  cross  streets,  and  to  make  proper  deeds  of 
conveyance  to  the  purchasers  with  appropriate  covenants  of  warrant)'. 

§ 2.  That  the  Governor  shall  appoint  three  fit  and  proper  persons  to 
select  ten  acres  of  land  near  Louisville,  at  least  not  further  off  than 
ten  miles,  for  the  education  of  the  blind;  and  in  the  selection  so  to  be 
made,  the  commissioners  shall  have  due  regard  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  pupils  who  may  be  placed  in  said  Institution.  The  said 
commissioners  are  directed  to  report  to  the  Governor  the  site  selected, 
and  the  terms  on  which  the  same  can  be  obtained,  and  also  a plan  for 
all  the  buildings  which  may  be  necessary,  to  be  erected  on  said  grounds. 

§ 3-  That  if  the  Governor  shall  approve  of  the  selection  of  the  ground 
and  the  plan  of  the  buildings,  he  shall  order  and  direct  said  purchase  of 
the  ground  to  be  completed,  and  the  buildings  to  be  erected  ; and  for 
that  purpose  the  proceeds  of  the  grounds  directed  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act  to  be  sold  shall  be  applied,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  insur- 
ance on  the  building  on  said  lot  that  was  consumed  by  fire,  and  also  the 
further  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  is  hereby  appropriated  out 
of  any  money  in  the  public  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

§ 4.  So  much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,” 
approved  March  4th,  1850,  as  limits  its  operation  to  three  years,  is 
hereby  repealed. 

^ 5.  The  president  and  visitors  of  said  institution  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  receive  into  the  same,  and  retain  for  the  usual  term,  without 
regard  to  their  pecuniary  circumstances,  all  blind  children  of  suitable 
age,  character,  and  capacity,  resident  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  law  for  those  heretofore  receivable 
as  beneficiaries  of  the  State. 

§ 6.  The  president  and  visitors  of  said  institution  ma)-  allow  an\'  blind 
child,  resident  in  Kentucky,  who  may  have  entered,  or  who  may  here- 
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after  enter,  the  institution,  under  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  to  remain 
therein  as  a beneficiary  of  the  State  until  he  attains  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years. 


January  9th,  1S52,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  in  relation  to 
the  blind  children  in  Kentucky,’’  was  approved  : 

^ i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Coinmomuealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  from  and  after  the  present  year  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commissioners  of  tax  in  each  county  in  this  Commonwealth  to 
ascertain  and  return  on  the  back  of  their  books  respectively  the  names 
and  ages  of  all  blind  children  under  twenty  years  of  age,  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  together  with  the  name  of  the  post-office  nearest  to 
the  residence  of  each. 


January  9th,  1S52,  the  following  act,  entitled  “ An  act  in  relation  to 


Whereas,  Under  an  act.  entitled  “An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lou- 
isville and  Portland  Railroad  Company.’’  a company  was  organized  to 
construct  .said  road  upon  terms  agreed  on  with  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Lducation  of  the  Blind,  but  have  since  surrendered  their  stock 
and  abandoned  the  undertaking;  therefore, 

§ I Be  It  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Lducation  of  the  Blind 
shall  have  all  the  rights  and  powers  which  are  vested  in  them,  or  in  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Railroad  Company  by  the  said  act,  and  by  the 
several  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  shall  have  power  further  to  manage 
the  construction  and  use  of  said  road  and  its  appendages,  either  by  the 
action  of  the  said  institution  or  by  means  of  such  president  and  direct- 
ors of  said  railroad  as  may  be  cho,sen  in  pursuance  of  a contract  which 
they  are  authorized  to  make  with  any  persons  who  may  loan  money  or 
take  stock  in  the  same. 

§ 2.  I hat  the  location  of  said  railroad  may  be  made  either  on  the 
line  described  in  said  act,  or  on  such  line  as  the  said  Kentucky  Institu- 
tion for  the  Lducation  of  the  Blind  may  choose,  with  the  consent  of  the 
city  authorities  of  Louisville,  so  that  it  shall  e.xtend  between  any  points 
on  or  near  the  river  above  and  below  the  falls,  and  within  two  miles 
thereof. 


P'ebruary  iith,  1854,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,"  was 
approved  : 

S I . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Conimonwealth  of 
Kmtucky,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
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cation  of  the  ]5iind,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
said  Institution,  to  enable  them  to  inclose  the  edifice  already  com- 
menced. and  finish  the  interior  thereof,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
blind  pupils  of  said  school:  Pmiidcd,  this  appropriation  is  made 

upon  the  condition  that  the  title  to  all  the  property,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed,  belonging  to  or  in  anywise  pertaining  to  said  Institution,  is  and 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  their  successors  in  office, 
in  trust  and  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  ; A7id  pro- 
vided further.  That  said  Board  of  Visitors  shall  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly  the  amount  of  money  paid  out  by  them  and  the 
balance  in  their  hands  unexpended,  together  with  receipts  taken  by 
them  for  payments  as  herein  authorized. 

§ 2.  Only  so  much  of  the  above  appropriation  is  to  be  paid  as  will 
enable  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  complete  the  buildings  and  necessary 
inclosures  of  the  grounds,  and  to  construct  proper  fixtures  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  establishment,  and  it  shall  only  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
in  such  sums  as  the  Governor  is  satisfied  are  requisite  in  the  progress 
of  the  work;  and  if  all  is  not  required  for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
then  the  Governor  shall  withhold  the  surplus. 


March  3,  1856,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,”  was  ap- 
proved : 

§ I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  said  Insti- 
tution, to  enable  them  to  finish  the  edifice  erected  by  the  State  for 
said  Institution,  and  to  erect  the  necessary  outbuildings  and  improve 
the  grounds  thereof;  Provided,  That  no  other  and  further  sum  shall 
be  appropriated  to  the  completion  of  said  buildings. 

§ 2.  That  the  annual  allowance  for  the  support  and  education  of  the 
State  pupils  in  said  Institution  be  increased  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  1856,  to  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  for  each 
pupil. 


February  3d,  1858,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,”  was  ap- 
proved (Acts  1857-8,  volume  i,  page  25): 

§ i . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwtalthof 
Kentucky,  That  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  be. 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  be  paid  to  the  board  of  visitors  thereof, 
to  enable  them  to  erect  heating  apparatus,  water-closets,  &c.,  m the 
main  edifice  of  said  Institution,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  said 
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edifice,  approved  by  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  bt-  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  authorities  in  the' year 
to  the  Governor  a plan  for  a suitable  buildin/ for 
on'IlIrT  Auditor  IS  hereby  directed  to  issue  his  warrant 

on  the  Treasury  for  the  aforesaid  amount,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
not  otherwise  appropriated.  ^ ^ 


^ 2. 


And  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


March  ist,  1S60,  the  following  act,  entitled  “'An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind.”  was 
approved  (Acts,  iSjg-'fio,  volume  ijpage  93,  chapter  1025): 


‘’f  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  4me  is 

Bli'n^^r  appropriated  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  to  be  paid  to  the  board  of  visitors  thereof,  to  enable  them  to 
inclose  the  grounds  of  said  institution  with  a substantial  fence  - to  erect 
a workshop  for  the  male  pupils;  to  purchase  an  organ;  to  paint  the 
interior  of  the  mam  edifice  of  said  institution,  and  fini.;h  the  public 
thereof  in  accordance  with  the  original  phin  of 

’?3-and  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  in  accordance  with  legislative  enactment,  to  recommend  a 
plan  of  a suitable  building  for  the  Institution  for  the  Blind 


December  19th,  1863,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the 
enrollment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind,”  was  approved  (see 
3,  Acts  i863-’4,  chapter  42); 

tucky  '^^snnbly  of  the  Common-wealth  of  Ken- 

tiieky  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  as.sessors  of  ta\-  in  each  county 
of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  year  .864,  and  for  every  year  tTere- 
ascertain  and  report  the  names  of  the  free  whites^that  are  de'tf 

office 

reeulatL  tl  e re,  that  the  laws  now  existing 


-ebruary  27th.  1S65,  the  following  act,  entitled  ‘'An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind.”  was 
approved  (page  56,  volume  2,  Acts  for  1865.  chapter  1150): 

KnUucll'  ThaTr^'  '*’  m of  the  Commomvealth  of 

thrFducatTin  o^Te  Kentucky  Institution  for 

existhi  debt,  »hl  f institution,  and  to  pay  its 

existing  debts,  the  annual  appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  is 
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hereby  made,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  out  of  any  money  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

§ 2.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 


February  20th,  1868,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,”  was 
approved  (page  21,  vol.  i,  Acts  iSby-’S,  chapter  501): 

§ I , Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  'Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be,  and  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor 
of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  appro- 
priated by  said  board  of  visitors  in  the  following  manner,  viz : eleven 
thousand  dollars  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  said  institution,  and  to 
aid  in  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  institution,  includ- 
ing the  clothing  and  traveling  expenses  of  indigent  pupils  for  the  years 
1868  and  l86g  ; two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
the  pianos  and  other  musical  instruments  needed  by  the  blind  pupils  ; 
three  thousand  dollars  to  supply  the  institution  with  water,  and  to  fit  up 
infirmaries,  bath-rooms,  water-closets,  &c.,  and  introduce  fire  apparatus 
into  the  building;  and  the  balance  to  the  purchase  of  the  furniture  anc^ 
bedding  needed  by  the  pupils,  to  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  land, 
and  to  the  erection  of  a coal-house,  ice  house,  and  the  other  out-build- 
ings needed  by  said  institution. 

§ 2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 


The  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  chil- 
dren and  youth  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,”  was  approved  March  ilth, 
1870 : 

§ I . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky . That  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  extend,  at 
their  discretion,  for  a period  not  exceeding  seven  years  in  all,  the  school 
term  of  such  meritorious  pupils  as  shall  be  recommended  by  the  super- 
intendent as  worthy  of  longer  instruction  in  literature,  music,  or  me- 
chanic arts  than  is  now  allowed  by  law. 

§ 2.  That  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  support  of  said  institution 
be.  and  hereby  is,  increased  from  six  thousand  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 

§ 3.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  liereb)'  is,  appro- 
priated to  said  institution,  to  be  paid  to  the  board  of  visitors  to  enable 
said  board  to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  institution ; to  make  the  neces- 
sary repairs  on  the  buildings;  to  connect  the  buildings  with  the  Louis- 
ville Water-works  by  an  iron  pipe  of  sufficient  size  to  furnish  an  abundant 
and  unfailing  supply  of  water  for  bath-rooms  land  .all  domestic  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  the  protection  of  the  propertt'  of  the  institution  and  lives 
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of  the  pupils  against  fire,  and  to  make  otlier  necessary  improvements 
on  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  institution. 

§ 4.  This  act  to  take  effect  fiom  the  time  of  its  passage. 


The  following  act,  entitled  '‘An  act  relating  to  the  grounds  of  the 
charitable  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,”  was  approved  January 
18,  1873: 

I.  AV  it  enacted  br  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonivealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  it  shall  be  unlawlul  for  person,  company,  corporation, 
association,  or  city,  to  condemn  or  use  any  part  of  the  ground  or  grounds 
of  any  charitable  institution  of  this  Commonwealth  as  a public  or  private 
passway,  street  or  alley,  or  any  other  public  use. 

§ 2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  mconsisteiu  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

§ 3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 


The  fjllowing  act,  entitled  ■'  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  chil- 
dren and  youth  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,”  was  approved  January  26th, 

>873: 

Si.  Be  tt  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonivealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  are  hereby  authorized  to  extend  at  their 
discretion  the  school  term  of  such  meritorious  pupils  as  are  worthy  of 
larger  instruction  in  literature,  music,  and  mechanic  arts. 

§2.1  his  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 


The  following  act  was  approved  March  i ith,  1873; 

§ I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonivealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
h.ducation  of  the  Blind.  Said  sum  to  be  expended  by  the  board  of 
directors  or  managers  of  said  institution  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : 
eight  thousand  dollars  in  procuring  and  erecting  suitable  apparatus  and 
fixtures  for  healing  the  asylum  building,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  in  procuring  and  erecting  gas-pipes  and  fixtures  for  lighting 
up  said  buildings,  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  in  procuring 
models  of  the  eye,  ear,  brain,  and  other  members  of  the  human  body, 
and  also  models  of  various  insects  and  animals  for  educational  purposes; 
and  the  Auditor  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  on  application  of 
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the  president  of  said  board  of  directors  to  issue  his  warrants  on  the 
Treasury  for  the  same,  one  fourth  payable  in  three,  one  fourth  in  six, 
one  fourth  in  nine,  and  the  remaining  one  fourth  in  twelve  months, 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

§ 2.  This  act  is  to  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 


April  2ist,  1873,  following  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the 
various  charitable  institutions  in  this  Commonwealth,”  was  approved: 

§ I . Af  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Conmionivcalth  of 
Kentucky,  That  the  official  term  of  all  officers  of  the  several  charitable 
institutions,  except  the  Kentucky  Asylum  at  Danville  for  the  Tuition 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  including  the  State  House  of  Reform  for  Juve- 
nile Delinquents  in  this  State,  shall  end  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1873, 
and  the  offices  therein  be  vacated  by  the  present  incumbents;  and,  on 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  Governor  shall  proceed  to  nominate,  and  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  some  suitable 
and  skillful  persons  to  fill  the  same,  subject  to  the  limitations,  restric- 
tions, and  qualifications  hereinafter  named. 

§ 2.  That  said  institutions,  including  the  State  House  of  Reform  for 
Juvenile  Delinquents,  are  hereby  reorganized  and  re-established  in  the 
manner  and  words  following,  to- wit  : hereafter,  * * * :ic 

the  institution  now  named  and  styled  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  shall  be  named  and  styled  The  Kentucky 
Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

§ 3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  w'ith  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  nine  discreet  business  men  as  a board 
of  commissioners  for  each  and  every  of  the  asylums  named  in  and 
established  by  the  second  section  of  this  act;  and  said  board  of  com- 
missioners, and  their  successors  in  office,  when  they'  shall  have  been 
appointed,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a board  of  com- 
missioners, and  a body  politic  and  corporate  for  the  benefit  of  the  State, 
by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  respective 
asylums  for  which  they  may'  be  appointed  ; and  by  such  name  and  style 
shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  may  contract  and  be  contracted 
with,  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  defend,  in 
all  courts  and  places  whatsoever;  may  have  and  use  a common  seal, 
and  the  same  may  break,  alter,  or  renew  at  |)leasure;  and  shall  have 
all  other  rights  and  privileges  incident  to  corporations  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  their  respective  asylums  are 
established. 

§ 4.  That  the  board  of  commissioners  and  their  successors  in  oltice 
of  each  and  every  of  said  asylums  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  receive,  by  gift,  devise,  or  otherwise,  lands,  money,  and  other 
property  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  in  aid  and  furtherance  of  the 
objects  and  purposes  of  said  asylums. 

§ 5.  That  all  the  funds  and  effects  of  each  and  every  of  said  asylums 
shall  be  under  the  management  and  control  of  its  board  of  commis- 
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sioner.s  and  their  succe.ssor.s  in  office,  as  tru.stees  of  the  State  in  aid  and 
furtlierance  of  tlie  objects  of  .said  institution,  subject  to  tlie  rules  and 
conditions  herein  specified;  and  as  such  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  from  and  after  the  30th  of  April,  1873.  to  take  posses- 
sion of  all  buildings,  books,  papers,  bonds,  stocks,  lands,  improve- 
ments, and  effects  belonging  to  their  respective  asylums,  wherever  they 
may  be  found,  or  in  whatever  they  may  consist,  and  to  hold,  retain, 
and  so  manage,  use.  and  apply  the  same  as  may  best  be  calculated,  in 
their  judgment,  to  build  up  and  sustain  the  interests  of  their  respective 
asj'lums,  and  secure  the  objects  for  which  thej-  were  established:  Pyo- 
vidt'ii.  Iioiyn'tr.  That  the  board  of  commi.ssioners  and  their  successors 
in  office  of  each  and  every  of  said  asylums  shall  be  governed  in  every 
instance  by  such  restrictions  as  may  accompany  any  grant  of  aid  by 
the  Legislature:  And  provided  /yrthcr.  That  whenever  the  board  of 
commissioners  or  their  successors  in  office  of  any  of  said  asylums  shall 
receive  from  private  individuals  any  ilonation  or  grant  for  any  specified 
purpose,  the  same  shall  be  sacredly  sec  apart,  and  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose so  specified  by  the  donor  or  grantor,  and  to  no  other,  subject, 
however,  to  the  control  of  the  State  over  said  institution,  its  officers 
and  affairs. 

6 That  said  board  of  commissioners,  and  their  successors  in  office, 
of  each  and  every  of  said  asylums,  shall  keep  a true  and  complete 
record  of  all  their  proceedings  and  acts  as  a board,  and  cause  to  be 
kept  by  their  secretary  and  treasurer  a true  and  complete  record  of  all 
moneys  received  and  disbursed,  from  whence  derived  and  for  what  e.x- 
pended,  of  bonds  receivable  and  bonds  payable,  and  of  all  other  accounts 
and  proceedings  incident  to  the  management  of  said  asylums,  all  of 
which  shall  be  open,  and  at  any  time  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any 
committee  or  commissioner  appointed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  exam- 
ination of  the  same;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  time  being,  of  each  and  every  of  .said  asylums, .to  present 
to  the  Governor  annually,  and  he  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly 
within  the  first  week  of  their  session,  a statement  of  the  funds,  and  the 
receipts  and  expenditures,  and  condition  of  their  respective  institutions, 
and  of  the  names  and  numbers  of  the  inmates  received  and  cared  for 
therein  during  the  year  immediately  preceding,  and  the  parts  of  the 
State  from  whence  they  came,  distinguishing  between  those  having 
been  supported  gratuitously  and  others. 

^ 7.  That  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  their  successors  in  office, 
of  each  and  every  of  said  a.sylums,  separately  and  severally,  shall  have 
the  power,  and  it  is  hereby  vested  in  them,  to  ap]roint  one  of  their  own 
number  president  of  their  respective  boards,  and  may  also  appoint  a 
secretary,  treasurer,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  as  they  may  deem  nece.s.sary  for  the  efficient  and 
successful  management  of  their  respective  institutions,  and  to  remove 
any  of  them  at  pleasure,  and  fill  their  places  with  others  ; and  to  make 
such  by-laws,  and  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  government  and  interests  of  their  respective 
asylums,  not  inconsistent,  however,  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  nor 
in  violation  of  the  laws  and  the  Constitution  of  this  State  : Provided, 
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That  the  action  of  all  said  boards  of  comrrii.ssioners,  and  their  successors 
in  office,  as  to  the  various  matters  referred  to  in  this  section,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth. 

§ 8.  That  the  board  of  commissioners  of  each  and  every  of  said 
asylums  at  their  first  meeting,  which  shall  be  held  at  their  respective 
asylums  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1873,  shall  divide  by  lot  their  respec- 
tive boards  of  commissioners  into  three  classes;  three  commissioners 
shall  be  allotted  to  each  class,  and  the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  ; and  those  of  the  second  class 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  four  ) ears  ; and  those  of  the  third  class 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  six  years  from  the  date  of  their  appoint- 
ment ; and  whenever  a vacancy  shall  occur  in  said  boards  of  commis- 
sioners as  provided  in  this  section,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

§ 9.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  of  the  aforesaid  boards  of  commis- 
sioners or  their  successors  in  office  to  meet  and  transact  business  unless 
a majority  of  the  members  of  such  board  be  present  and  concur  in  the 
proceedings,  nor  shall  the  proceedings  then  be  binding  and  authoritative 
until  they  shall  have  been  first  approved  and  signed  by  the  president 
and  countersigned  b}’  the  secretary  ; and  if  any  member  or  members  of 
any  of  said  boards  of  commissioners  or  of  their  successors  in  office 
should  die,  resign,  refuse  to  act,  or  remove  from  the  State,  and  a vacancy 
thereby  shall  occur  in  any  of  said  boards,  such  vacancy  or  vacancies 
shall  be  filled  as  provided  by  section  eight  of  this  act ; but  no  person 
shall  be  appointed  as  a member  of  any  of  said  boards  of  commissioners 
who  is  not,  at  the  time,  a resident  of  the  county  in  which  the  asylum 
is  located. 

§ 10.  That  each  commissioner,  and  every  other  officer  of  said  asy- 
lum appointed  under  this  act,  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  or  her  office,  take  an  oath  before  some  notary  public,  or  other  officer 
authorized  to  administer  oaths,  that  he  or  she  will  well  and  irul)’  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  or  her  trust. 

§ II.  That  hereafter  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  for  each  of  the  asylums  hereinafter 
named  the  following  named  officers  or  agents,  to-wit : * 

For  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  a superin- 
tendent, an  attendant  physician,  and  a steward,  all  of  whom  shall  live 
in  or  near  the  asylum  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed.  There  shall 
also  be  a matron  at  each  of  said  asylums,  appointed  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  thereof,  who,  together  with  all  other  officers  appointed 
under  this  act,  shall  receive  for  their  services  annually  such  compensa- 
tions as  now  provided  by  law:  Provided,  /ipzwver,  That  the  steward 
of  tiie  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
shall  receive  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  annually.  The  salaries 
of  all  officers  appointed  under  this  act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  annual 
appropriations  by  the  State  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  said 
asylums  : Provided  fiirtlur,  That  the  Governor  may  remove  any  of  said 
officers  except  the  matrons  at  any  time,  for  cause  deemed  sufficietit  by 
him,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
others  in  stead. 
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§ 12  That  the  treasurer  of  each  and  every  of  .=aid  asylums,  before  he 
shall  act  as  such,  and  before  he  receives  any  money  or  other  means 
belonging  to  said  ast  ium,  shall  execute  a covenant  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  sureties  as  ma)'  be  required 
and  approved  by  the  Governor  and  the  county  judge  of  his  county,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  disbursement  of  all  money  and  other  means  which 
may  be  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointing 
him,  its  agents,  or  other  officers,  or  by  the  State.  It  shall  be  unlawful 
for  the  treasurer  of  any  of  said  asj  iums  to  appropriate  any  portion  of 
said  money  or  other  means  to  his  own  use,  or  to  loan  the  same  to  any 
other  person  for  any  purpo.se  whatever,  or  to  pay  out  or  disbur.se  any  of 
said  money  or  other  means  in  liquidation  of  any  bond,  bill,  promissory 
note,  open  account,  or  any  other  character  of  claim  against  the  asylum 
in  whole  or  in  part,  e.Ncept  upon  the  warrant  of  the  president,  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary  ; and  for  any  violation  of  this  provi>ion  by  the 
treasurer,  he  and  his  sureties  are  hereby  made  liable  on  his  official 
bond  for  the  full  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  so  unlawfully  appropriated, 
loaned,  or  di.sbursed,  with  ten  per  cent,  damages,  recoverable  on  proper 
proof  shown  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

§ 13  That  tlie  several  boards  of  commissioners  appointed  under  this 
act  shall  meet  at  their  respective  asylum  buildings  at  least  once  a month 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  oftener  if  the  interest  and  business 
of  the  institution  shall  require  it  ; and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  pres- 
ident of  any  board  of  commissioners  appointed  under  this  act  to  issue 
his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  the  pat  ment  or  liquidation,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  of  any  bond,  bill,  promissory  note,  open  account,  or  any  other 
character  of  claim  brought  against  the  asylum  for  which  he  is  acting, 
until  the  same  shall  have  been  first  submitted  to  the  board  of  commis- 
-sioners  of  which  he  is  president,  and  adjudged  by  said  board  to  be 
right,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  an  order  entered  upon  the  books  of 
the  secretarv-,  approved  by  the  president,  and  countersigned  bj-  the 
secretary  ; and  whenever  the  president  of  any  of  the  said  board  of 
commissioners  shall  issue  his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  any  claim  whatever  thus  ordered  to  be  paid,  he  shall  cause  the 
number,  date,  and  amount  of  .said  warrant  to  be  entered  by  the  secre- 
tar)’  in  a separate  book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose;  and  whenever 
said  president  shall  receive  any  money  or  other  means  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  said  asylum,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  by  the 
secretary  in  .said  separate  book,  but  on  a different  page,  stating  the 
amount  of  money,  the  character  and  amount  of  means,  and  when  and 
from  whom  received;  and  when  the  president  shall  have  caused  the 
eniry  to  be  thus  made,  he  shall  deposit  said  money  and  other  means, 
bonds,  bills,  promissory  notes,  or  other  convertible  means,  with  the 
treasurer,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor,  and  preserve  the  same  as  a 
voucher. 

§ 14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  steward  to  be  appointed  under  this 
act  to  purchase  and  furnish  to  their  respective  asylums  all  needed  and 
requiied  supplies  of  ever)-  description.  Said  supplies  shall  be  bought 
where  they  can  be  bought  cheapest ; due  regard,  however,  shall  be  paid 
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in  all  cases  to  the  quality  as  well  as  the  price  of  said  supplies.  Said  sup- 
plies shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  State 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  said  asylums,  but  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  said  stetvards,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  check  or  draw  on  the  treas- 
urer of  said  asylums  to  pay  for  said  supplies,  in  whole  or  in  part;  but  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  of  said  stewards,  when  purchasing 
any  supplies,  to  cause  to  be  made  out  by  the  seller  an  itemized  bill  or 
account  of  the  same  against  the  said  asylum  represented  by  said  steward, 
setting  forth  separately  the  date  of  the  purchase,  and  the  name  and 
price  of  each  article  purchased;  and  said  bill  or  account,  when  so  made 
out  in  the  name  of  the  seller,  shall  be  presented  by  the  steward  so  pur- 
chasing to  the  board  of  commissioners;  and  when  a majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  said  board  shall  adjudge  the  same  to  be  right,  and 
direct  the  same  to  be  paid  by  an  order  entered  upon  the  book  of  the 
secretary  of  said  board,  and  signed  by  the  president,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  said  board  of  com- 
missioners to  issue  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  but  not  before.  The  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  provision  is 
here  declared  to  be.  that  no  account  or  claim  of  any  character  or 
description  whatever  brought  against  any  of  the  asylums  established  by 
this  act,  either  by  the  officers  thereof,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, shall  be  paid,  in  whole  or  in  part,  until  the  same  shall  have  first 
been  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  asylum  against 
which  the  account  may  be  presented  or  the  claim  preferred,  and  de- 
clared by  a majority  of  said  board  of  commissioners  to  be  just  and 
right,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  an  order  entered  on  the  book  of  the 
secretary  of  said  board,  signed  by  the  president,  and  countersigned  by 
the  secretary.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  steward,  of  each  and  evert" 
of  them,  whenever  the  president  of  their  respective  boards  shall  issue  a 
warrant  upon  the  treasury  in  payment  of  any  supplies  purchased  bv  them, 
or  cither  of  them,  to  carelully  enter  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose 
the  number,  date,  and  amount  of  said  warrant,  and  the  name  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  same  was  issued.  The  said  steward  shall  also  take  pos- 
session of  'the  farm  or  garden  attached  to  their  respective  asylums,  and 
superintend  and  control  the  cultivation  and  management  of  the  same. 
They  shall  each  and  every  of  them,  within  the  first  week  after  entering 
upon  their  duties,  take  a complete  inventory  of  all  the  crops  of  every 
description  on  hand,  ol  all  livestock,  catt  e,  horses,  hogs,  and  other  stock, 
of  all  farming  utensils,  wagons,  carts,  and  of  all  other  elfects  attaching 
and  properly  belonging  to  the  farm  and  garden,  to  keep,  preserve,  and 
account  for  the  same.  They  shall  each  of  them  superintend  and  control 
the  cultiva’ion  of  the  farm  and  garden  attached  to  their  respective  asy- 
lums. Each  and  every  of  the  stewards  appointed  under  this  act  shall 
be  responsible  for  all  the  stock  and  products  of  the  garden  placed  in  his 
hands  and  under  his  control.  Nothing  on  the  farm  or  garden  or  under 
his  control  shall  be  taken  therefrom  without  his  knowledge  or  consent; 
but  whenever  the  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners  shall  apply 
to  furnish  from  the  farm  or  garden  suiiplics  for  the  asylum  for  which 
said  steward  may  be  acting,  it  shall  be  the  dut)"  to  do  so,  taking  the 
receipt  of  the  president  for  the  same,  specifying  the  amount  ol  said 
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Supplies  and  their  market  value,  which  receipt  shall  be  entered  upon 
the  books  of  the  secretary,  and  on  the  books  of  the  steward  furnishintr 
the  supplies,  and  filed  in  his  office,  and  safely  kept  as  a voucher.  If 
any  stock  or  produce  be  sold  for  cash  by  any  steward  off  the  farm  or 
garden  placed  in  his  hands,  or  under  his  care,  the  same  shall  be  paid 
over  by  him  to  the  treasurer,  and  the  treasurer's  receipt  taken  for  the 
same,  specifying  for  what  stock  or  produce  said  money  was  received, 
and  to  whom  sold,  and  said  treasurer’s  receipt  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
book  of  the  board  and  in  the  books  also  of  the  steward,  and  filed  and 
safely  kept  in  the  office  of  said  steward  as  a voucher:  Provideci,  kown’cr. 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  steward  appointed  under  this  act  to 
sell  any  number  of  the  stock,  or  any  portion  of  the  produce  of  the 
farm  or  garden,  for  cash  or  on  credit,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  board  of  commissioners.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  steward  of  each 
and  ever}’  of  the  asylums  named  in  and  established  in  this  act,  to  keep 
a full  and  complete  record  of  their  official  acts  and  proceedings,  which 
shall  be  open  at  any  time  to  the  inspection  of  an)’  committee  or  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  General  Assembl)-  to  examine  the  same. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  said  stewards  to  report  to  the  Governor 
monthly  a statement  in  writing  of  his  official  acts  to  date,  the  condition 
of  the  farm  and  garden,  and  the  number,  care,  and  condition  of  the 
stock  under  his  control. 

§ i6.  That  no  secretary  or  treasurer  appointed  under  this  act  shall  be 
a member  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 

§ 17.  That  the  secretary  of  each  and  every  of  the  asylums  estab- 
lished b)’  this  act  shall  make  to  the  Governor,  quarterly,  a separate 
report  of  the  financial  condition  of  their  asylums. 

§ 18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  under  the  order  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  each  and  every  of  .said  asylums,  to  receive 
from  and  receipt  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  all  moneys  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  of  their  respective  asylums. 

§ 19.  That  the  term  of  all  officers  provided  for  in  this  act,  other  than 
the  commissioners,  shall  be  for  four  years. 

§ 25.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

§ 26.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  enforced  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 


March  i8th,  1876,  the  following  act,  under  which  the  institution  is  at 
present  managed,  entitled  " An  act  to  reduce  into  one  act  an  act  to 
establish  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Kducation  of  the  Blind,  and 
amendments  thereto,"  was  .a[)proved  : 

S I.  f't’  <[  indi  ted  hy  the  Gener.t/  Assem/dy  of  the  Comiiioini'enlth  of 
Kentiichr.  I hat  the  .sclimtl  heretofore  esiabli-hed  and  known  as  the 
"Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Kducation  of  the  Blittd,"  located  within 
the  city  of  Louisville,  shail  be  and  continue  as  a corporatioti  in  that 
name  ami  stvle,  with  power  and  right  as  such  to  sue  and  be  sited,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  in  atiy  and  all  courts  of  justice  m the  United  States 
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of  America,  or  elsewhere,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  rights  or  interests 
of  said  institution  are  involved  ; and  said  institution  may  receive,  take, 
and  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  by  gift,  devise,  or  purchase,  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  institution,  and  may 
have  a common  seal,  or  act  without  corporate  seal. 

§ 2.  That  said  institution  shall  be  under  the  control,  direction,  and 
management  of  nine  citizens  of  Jefferson  county  as  visitors,  who  shall 
hold  their  office  for  four  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed 
and  qualify.  The  said  visitors  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  and 
approved  by  the  Senate;  and  any  vacancy  in  the  board  of  visitors  by 
death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  county  of  Jefferson,  or  any  other 
cause,  the  Governor  shall  be  informed  of  such  vacancy  by  the  president 
or  secretary  of  the  board  of  visitors,  and  the  Governor  shall  appoint  some 
competent  person  to  supply  or  fill  such  vacancy  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  of  the  office  of  the  visitor  who  may  cease  to  be  a member  of  said 
board;  and  such  appointment  shall  be  reported  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Senate  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  such  appoint- 
ment for  confirmation.  Should  the  Senate  reject  any  nomination  made 
by  the  Governor  under  this  act,  he  may  make  other  nominations  to  the 
Senate,  so  that  said  board  of  visitors  shall  be  full  at  all  times.  The 
said  visitors  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  and  shall  take  the 
oaths  of  office  required  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  to  “well 
and  truly  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  visitor  as  required  by 
this  act.”  The  Governor  shall  appoint  said  board  of  visitors  as  soon  as 
this  act  becomes  a law. 

§ 3 That  the  board  of  visitors  or  majority,  shall  appoint  from  their 
own  body  a president  at  their  first  meeting,  who  shall  preside  at  the 
meeting  of  said  board,  and  do  and  perform  other  duties  required  of  him 
by  the  by-laws,  rules  or  regulations,  or  orders  of  said  board;  and  said 
board  shall  appoint  a secretary  to  keep  a regular  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  to  perform  any  other  duties  the  board  may  require  of  him. 
The  said  board  of  visitors  may  receive,  by  legacy  or  otherwise,  money, 
land,  and  other  property,  and  retain,  use,  and  apply  the  same  to  the  use 
and  benefit  of  said  institution.  The  board  of  visitors  shall  have  the 
possession,  preservation,  repairs,  and  control  of  the  building  and  ground 
belonging  to  this  State,  dedicated  to  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the 
city  of  Louisville.  And  said  board  of  visitors  shall  have  the  direction, 
control,  and  management  of  the  special  and  general  matters,  concerns, 
and  interests  of  said  property  and  institution.  May  employ  a super- 
intendent, a physician,  matron,  professors,  teachers,  servants,  and  all 
other  necessary  agents  and  employes,  and  fix  their  pay  or  compensation 
for  their  services;  prescribe  and  direct  their  duties  and  conduct;  remove 
at  pleasure  any  superintendent,  matron,  professor,  teacher,  servant, 
agent  or  employe,  and  to  prescribe  the  course  of  education  for  the 
pupils  in  said  institution,  and  rules  for  their  government  and  discipline, 
and  to  fi.x  and  regulate  tuition  fees,  and  terms  of  admission  of  pupils 
into  said  institution  from  other  States;  but  no  charge  shall  be  made  for 
the  admission  of  pupils  from  this  State.  The  said  board  of  visitors 
shall  have  power  to  pass  such  by  laws,  rules  and  regulations,  resolu- 
tions, orders,  instructions,  as  a majority  of  said  boaid  sliall  consider 
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fit  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  and  force  the  powers  herein  granted, 
and  may  repeal,  amend,  or  annul  any  such  acts  or  proceedings,  and 
adopt  others  to  effectuate  the  objects  of  the  said  institution.  The  said 
board  of  visitors  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month  of  each  year  at 
any  place  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  may  meet  oftener,  if  necessary, 
to  transact  the  business  committed  to  their  charge ; and  the  president 
or  any  two  members  of  said  board  may  call  a meeting  of  the  board. 
In  the  absence  of  the  president,  the  board  may  elect  a president  pro 
fim.,  and  may  supply  the  place  of  the  secretary  when  he  is  absent  in  the 
same  manner.  The  said  board  of  visitors  shall  require  from  the  super- 
intendent annually,  a full  and  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  said 
institution,  the  names  of  each  employe,  including  matron,  professors, 
teachers,  servants,  and  agents;  the  pay  or  salary  of  each,  annually  or 
monthly;  the  number  and  names  of  pupils,  the  residence  of  each,  the 
number  of  pa>-  pupils,  the  amount  paid  by  them,  and  a full  account' and 
statements  of  the  receipts  from  all  sources,  and  e.xpenditures  and  out- 
lays of  the  institution  in  the  preceding  year,  and  may  require  from  the 
superintendent  any  other  infor.mation  or  facts  within  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  the  board  of  visitors  to  him.  That  said  board  of  visitors 
shall  elect  a treasurer  for  said  institution,  who  shall,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  execute  bond,  with  good  security  to  be 
approved  by  the  Governor  of  this  State,  payable  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky  in  the  penal  sum  of  S’o.ooo,  conditioned  well  and  truly  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  “ Kentuck)-  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,"  and  pa)-  over  and  account  for  all  money,  and  to 
account  for  and  deliver  all  property  or  evidence  of  debt  or  of  value 
placed  in  his  hands  or  possession  as  treasurer  of  said  institution,  on  the 
order  of  the  board  of  visitors,  which  bond  may  be  enforced  and  recov- 
ery had  on  a breach  thereof  by  motion  or  action  at  law  as  in  cases  of 
official  bonds  of  sheriffs  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for  safe  keeping. 

§ 4.  That  said  institution  and  its  control,  <lirection,  management, 
property,  means,  and  officers  and  employes  shall  be  and  remain  at  all 
titnes  subject  to  the  control  and  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Governor  shall  have  a supervisory  power 
and  right  of  visitation  over  the  same. 

§ 5.  That  the  treasurer  of  said  institution  shall  only  pay  the  debts, 
claims,  and  charges  against  .said  institution,  on  the  warrant  of  the  pres- 
ident, after  they  have  been  examined,  audited,  and  approved  by  said 
board  of  visitors,  at  a meeting  of  a majority  of  the  members  thereof, 
which  examination  and  approval  shall  be  certified  by  the  president  of 
said  board  and  counteisigncd  by  the  secretary;  and  each  claim  shall  be 
noted  or  named  on  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  said  board,  giving 
the  date,  amount,  and  name  of  the  person  to  whom  allowed.  The  said 
tre^urer  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  November,  settle  with  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for  the  receipts  and  disbursements  during 
the  year  preceding,  and  shall  file  with  the  Auditor  a statement  of  said 
account  and  the  vouchers  for  the  same  ; and  the  Auditor  shall  furnish 
and  deliver  to  said  treasurer  a written  statement  of  such  settlement, 
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signed  by  the  Auditor;  and  said  treasurer  shall  furnish  to  the  said  board 
of  visitors  an  annual  written  statement  of  his  account  immediately  after 
settling  the  same  with  the  Auditor.  The  statement  of  the  Auditor 
shall  be  a sufficient  voucher  to  the  treasurer. 

§ 6.  That  the  board  of  visitors  shall  annually  report  to  the  Governor, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  a general 
statement  of  the  condition  of  said  institution,  accompanied  with  the 
statements  required  to  be  furnished  to  said  board  by  the  superintendent 
and  treasurer,  so  that  the  Legislature  maybe  informed  of  all  matters 
connected  with  said  school,  and  its  wants,  prospects,  and  benefits. 
The  treasurer  may  be  removed  from  office  at  the  pleasure  of  a majority 
of  the  members  of  the  board  of  visitors,  and  another  elected  to  supply 
the  vacancy,  and  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  treasurer  may  be  filled  by 
said  board  at  any  time. 

§ 7.  That  the  board  of  visitors  shall  alone  have  the  power  to  expel  a 
pupil  from  said  institution,  and  no  officer  of  said  institution,  or  employe 
thereof,  shall  be  permitted  to  inflict  corporeal  punishment  upon  any  of 
said  pupils. 

§ 8.  That  to  enable  said  board  of  visitors  to  defray  and  pay  the 
expenses  of  said  institution,  and  provide  the  necessary  supplies  of  food, 
clothing,  and  other  proper  and  necessary  things,  the  annual  appropria- 
tion heretofore  made  for  said  institution  shall  be  continued  to  be  drawn 
as  heretofore  authorized  by  law. 

§ 9.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  coming  within  the  purview  of  this 
act  are  repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 
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Kentucky  Institution  for  Educating  the  Blind,  ) 

November  8th.  1883.  / 

To  His  Excellency,  J.  Proctor  Knott,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth- 
of  Kentucky : 

Honored  Sir  : In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  I herewith  transmit 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  School.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  reiterating 
the  assurance  that  the  pupils  are  constantly  showing  their  appreciation 
of  what  the  Commonwealth  is  doing  for  them,  in  opening  to  them  the 
means  of  acquiring  useful  knowledge  through  the  medium  of  an  education 
which  lifts  them  above  the  dreariness  of  ignorance.  In  all  departments 
of  the  School,  there  is  shown  a laudable  desire  to  acquire  all  the  forces 
that  education  can  impart.  We  have  never  known,  in  the  entire  history 
of  the  School,  a greater  devotion  to  study.  Great  attention  is  paid  not 
only  to  the  mental  condition  of  the  pupils,  but  to  their  bodily  welfare. 
A constant  supervision  is  exercised  over  the  hygienic  condition  of  the 
School.  We  have  closed  another  year  of  the  School  with  scarcely  any 
sickness  among  the  pupils,  and  without  a death  among  them. 

The  Board  requested  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  resolutions 
offered  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  F.  Bullock,  and  made  a portion  of  this 
Report.  The  Board  desires  the  benefit  of  your  judgment  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  the  resolutions,  and  respectfully  submits  them  to  your 
consideration. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Institution  for  the  Edtteciiion  of  the  Blinds 


1.  Resolved,  That  this  Poarcl  deem  it  expedient,  as  well  as  just,  that  provision  should 
he  made  by  the  Stale  for  the  education  of  the  blind  colored  children  of  this  Common- 
wcaltli. 

2.  For  this  purpose  they  respectfully  suggest  that  land  be  purchased,  and  a suitable 
building  be  erected  for  the  use  and  acconiiuudalion  of  this  class  of  puj)ils,  separate  and 
apart  from  the  premises  now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Kducation 
of  tlte  Blind. 

3.  That  the  forgoing  resolutions  be  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Hoard,  and 
the  attention  of  His  E cellency  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  Legisla- 
ture be  respectfully  called  to  this  subject. 

These  resolutions,  after  due  consideration,  were  unanimously  adopted. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  histitution  for  the  Education  of 

the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  What  the  work  of  the  Institution,  under  your  care,  has 
been  for  the  past  year,  you  are  well  aware.  You  have  witnessed  its 
operations;  you  have  supervised  its  supplies;  you  have  inspected  its 
accounts  ; you  have  consulted  together  for  its  welfare,  and  this  you 
have  been  doing,  some  for  forty-two  years,  some  for  seventeen,  some 
for  eleven,  for  nine,  and  for  four  yeais,  and,  so  far  as  you  are  personally 
concerned,  you  need  no  information  from  me  that  it  is  in  a highly  pros- 
perous condition. 

The  charter  of  the  Institution  requires,  however,  certain  items  of 
information  to  be  laid  before  you  at  this  time,  that  you  may  transmit 
them  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  through  him  lay 
them  before  the  Legislature  and  the  public. 

First.  The  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  instruction  during 


the  past  year  is  seventy-eight. 

Their  names  and  residences  are  as  fol- 

lows : 

A'ofufs. 

Rfsuiences, 

Amanda  Ann  Alexander, 

Wayne  count)'. 

James  Antle, 

Louisville. 

Charles  Baron, 

Louisville. 

John  Beckman, 

Louisville. 

Matthew  Bluett,  - 

Newport. 

Charles  Bohanon, 

Louisville. 

Edward  Boggs, 

Lewis  county. 

Omer  Boggs,  - - . 

Lewis  count)'. 

Thomas  U - Boggs, 

Lewis  county. 

Anna  Broderick, 

Louisville. 

Nancy  Brooks, 

Edmonson  county. 

Nannie  P.  Brown, 

Warsaw. 

Mary  Ann  Buttrum, 

Edmonson  count)'. 

Robert  J.  Caldwell, 

Mayslick. 

Anna  May  Carlisle, 

Henderson. 

William  Carroll, 

Louisville. 

6 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Naincs. 

Samuel  Cornet, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I^esidaices, 

Laurel  county. 

Emma  Cummins, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bracken  county. 

Josiah  Cupples, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Falmouth. 

Benjamin  M.  Day, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Elizabethtown. 

Cynthia  A.  Deaton, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rockcastle  county. 

Ella  Dolan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Loui.sville. 

Frank  B.  Dollins, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Glasgow. 

Jos.  Sidney  Franklin, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hickman  county. 

Sophia'Gerdis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Covington. 

Sophronia  Gibbons, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Albany. 

Katy  Hall, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Warsaw. 

Lorenz^Hausman, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Newport. 

Edward^Hess, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

B.  B.  Hoskins, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Boyle  county. 

Fanny  Hugel, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Trimble  county. 

Josie  Kearns, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jefferson  county. 

James  Kuhn, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Mary  Landiss, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lexington. 

Jefferson  D.  Leip, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hickman  county. 

Thomas  Leachman  Lewis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Nora  Lillis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Frankfort. 

John  Long, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Jerry  Loyd, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jefferson  county. 

Nancy  E.  Manning, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Murray. 

Michael  McCarthy, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Barbara  McKinney, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Crab  Orchard. 

Thomas  Meddis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nelson  county. 

Robert  H.  Moody,  Jr. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Todd  county. 

Flora  Moore, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whitley  county. 

Anna'Morgan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scott  county. 

Lucy  Morgan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scott  county. 

James  Murray, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Daniel  J.  Osteen, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Christian  county. 

Alice  Parsons, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Charles  Purdy, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Daviess  county. 

Su.sanna  Roberts, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulaski  county. 

Max  Rushing, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Caldwell  county. 

Joseph  Ryan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Georgia  Sale, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 
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X(jmes. 

Louis  Schafer, 

_ 

. 

Rfsidtnces 

Louisville. 

Charles  Silliman, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Elise  Selke, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Stites  Sharrard,  . . - 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

James  Sims, 

- 

- 

- 

Hart  county. 

Fanny  Smith, 

- 

- 

- 

Ohio  county. 

Frank  Smith,  - - . 

- 

- 

- 

Dayton. 

Charles  Taylor, 

- 

- 

- 

Morganfield. 

Fred.  Telkamer, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Carleton  Thompson, 

- 

- 

- 

Graves  county. 

Emile  Trebing,  - - - 

D 

- 

Louisville. 

Amney  Tucker, 

- 

Oldham  county. 

Mary  Turpin. 

- 

- 

- 

Warsaw. 

Joanna  Varble, 

- 

- 

- 

Oldham  county. 

Agatha  Weaver, 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  county. 

Ida  Weaver. 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  county. 

Nanny  Wems, 

- 

- 

- 

Lewis  county. 

Wm.  Whelan, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Marion  Wheeler, 

- 

- 

- 

Scott  county. 

Henry  Whitlow, 

- 

- 

- 

Hart  county. 

James  Whitty, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Joseph  Williams. 

- 

- 

Muhlenburg  county. 

Walter  Haldeman  Wintersmith, 

- 

- 

- 

Louisville. 

Second.  The  annual  summary  of  receipts 

and 

expenditures,  as  taken 

from  the  Treasurer’s  books,  is  as  follows; 


lialance  on  hand  November  ist,  1882  ^^i775  ** 

January  4,  1883,  quarterly  alllowance • 2,412  59 

April  21,  1883,  quarterly  allowance 2,412  59 

Annual  allowance 9i990  00 

Julyblh,  1883.  quarterly  allowance 2,412  59 

October  20.  1883,  quarterly  allowance 2,028  co 

October  31.  1883,  receipts  from  work  shop 504  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts 15  00 


Total  receipts ^28,549  88 

Total  amount  of  warrant-*  issued 21,423  92 


Balance  November  isl,  1883 


S7,i25  96 
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Third.  The  names  of  the  employes,  and  the  salary  paid  each,  are  as 
follows : 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  S125  a month. 

A matron,  Mrs  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  with  a salary  of  830  a month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  S30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Mary  Reilly,  with  a salary  of  $30  a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  850  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  Sioo  a month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  S24  a 
month. 

A kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of  §30  a 
month. 

A music  reader,  Mrs.  Neppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  $25  a month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  - Nannie  P Brown,  with  a salary  of  gi;  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary  of  S5  a 
month. 

A gardener  and  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  §55  a month. 

■ A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Chas.  Koch,  with  a salary  of  ^20 
a month. 

An  assistant  fireman,  James  Whitty,  with  a salary  of  §4  a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  S18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Kate  Burke,  with  a salary  of  314  a month. 

A laundress,  Bridget  Curry,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Henley,  with  a salary  of  314  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelley,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

An  assistant  chambermaid,  Anne  I-'ahy,  with  a salary  of  312  a month. 

A dining  room  girl,  Bridget  Cain,  with  a salary  of  314  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Annie  Cain,  with  a .salary  of  3t2  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the  year  ; the  oth- 
ers are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  co-operation  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  education  of  blind 
children  is  desirable,  that  the  advantages  the  State  offers  may  be  enjoyed 
by  all  the  blind  children  in  the  State  of  suitable  age  and  condition. 
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The  terms  for  admission  are  set  forth  on  the  last  page  of  this  report, 
and  a list,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Census  of  1880,  of  all  the  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen,  who  have  not 
received  instruction,  is  appended.  These  children  are  growing  up  in  a 
double  darkness  of  blindness  and  ignorance.  The  ignorance  may  be 
alleviated  by  the  means  provided  by  the  State  if  the  parents  could  be 
persuaded  to  send  their  children  away  from  home  for  ten  months  of 
each  year,  till  the  child’s  education  can  be  completed.  The  condition 
of  an  educated  blind  person  is  infinitely  better  than  that  of  an  ignorant 
blind  person.  To  the  first,  his  knowledge  is  limited  by  the  circle  of 
his  outspread  arms  ; to  the  other,  the  universe  is  opened  in  all  except 
what  depends  upon  the  eye  for  its  apprehension. 

It  is,  indeed,  sad  to  think  that  p.irents,  through  ignorance,  or,  which 
is  sadder  still,  through  e.xcessive  and  selfish  affection,  can  so  cruelly  shut 
the  only  gates  by  which  enlightenment,  joy.  and-comfort  may  come  to 
the  afflicted  object  of  their  love  and  tiieir  prayers.  The  parents  of  a 
blind  child  may  feel  that  they  cannot  trust  to  the  care  of  strangers  an 
afflicted  child,  over  whose  sad  condition  their  hearts  must  forever  sor- 
row; and  they  know  that  nothing  can  supply  the  place  of  their  loving 
kindness  and  tender  affection  ; but  parents  should  remember  that  the 
time  must  came,  in  the  due  course  of  nature,  when  they  will  no  longer 
be  able  to  shelter  the  afflicted  child  by  their  loving  interposition,  and 
upon  them  will  rest  the  responsibility  for  the  way  in  which  that  child  is 
ready  to  meet  the  duties  and  trials  and  struggles  of  life  when  its  parents 
are  no  longer  by  its  side  to  guide  and  protect  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  ctiild  may  grieve  to  leave  its  home.  It  is  almost 
certain  that,  like  any  other  child  when  sent  away  to  school,  it  may  suffer 
fora  few  day  from  homesickness.  Hut  these  feelings  soon  pass  away, 
and  thechild  enjoys  the  new  world  of  employment  into  which  it  has  been 
put.  The  numerous  amusements  of  the  other  children,  their  occupa- 
tions, the  regular  routine  of  school  duties,  the  novelty  and  pleasure  of 
accpiiring  knowledge,  the  music  of  the  [rianos,  the  band  and  the  orchestra, 
awaken  in  the  child's  mind  new  and  delightful  ideas  that  result  in  a re- 
markable improvement  in  its  whole  nature  ; and  it  returns  in  the  summer 
to  its  home,  proudly  bringing  the  first  fruits  of  its  new  education,  with 
new  hopes  and  aspirations  in  its  niind,  that  the  judicious  parent  will 
desire  to  foster. 

The  educational  facilities  provided  by  the  State  for  her  blind  children 
are  of  the  most  ample  character.  The  school  buildings  are  situated  on 
the  high  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  in  the  midS). 
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of  an  artificial  grove  of  seventeen  acres  of  undulating  land.  The  build- 
ings are  commodious,  and  supplied  with  the  most  improved  apparatus 
needed  for  teaching  the  blind.  The  teachers  are  selected  for  their  ability, 
and  the  Institution  is  under  the  care  of  nine  trustees  appointed  by  the 
Governor  for  business  success  and  wise  philanthropy.  The  Institu- 
tion is  always  open,  in  all  of  its  details,  to  the  full  inspection  of  the 
public  ; and  anv  of  the  Trustees  will  take  special  pleasure  in  giving  to 
any  parent  or  friend  of  any  blind  child  full  information  respecting  the 
school. 

The  course  of  instruction  is  similar  to  that  of  any  well  endowed 
boarding  school  for  the  seeing  ; and  the  whole  expense  is  borne  by  the 
State.  In  addition,  however,  to  the  literary  course,  common  to  all 
schools,  especial  attention  is  paid  to  industrial  education,  and  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  music  among  all  who  give  promise  of  success  in  the  art. 
The  boys  are  taught  to  cane  chairs,  to  make  brooms,  and  to  upholster 
mattresses. 

The  girls  learn  the  use  of  the  needle,  of  the  sewing-machine,  and 
knitting  machine  ; they  learn  to  do  their  own  mending,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  larger  girls  to  cut  out  and  make  their  own  garments. 

Every  hour  of  the  day  has  its  allotted  task,  and  the  chidren  show  by 
their  steady  improvement  the  good  effects  of  judicious  care,  wise  instruc- 
tion, and  regular  habits. 

The  kindergarten,  for  the  instruction  of  the  younger  pupils,  has  more 
than  fulfilled  all  the  expectations  formed  of  its  usefulness.  It  develops 
from  the  very  outset  the  sense  of  touch,  and  strengthens  the  faculties 
that  in  a blind  child  most  require  to  be  cultivated  and  fostered.  Proba- 
bly no  educational  benefit  has  ever  been  derived  from  this  system  more 
satisfactory  and  encouraging  and  complete  than  what  has  been  secured 
to  blind  children  by  its  adaptation  to  their  needs. 

All  the  work  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  rendered 
doubly  efficient  by  the  spirit  of  earnestness  and  harmony  that  has  char- 
acterized all  engaged  in  the  work,  and  the  pupils  have  not  failed  to 
respond  to  the  efforts  of  their  teachers. 

I would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a number  of 
colored  blind  children  in  the  State,  for  whom  no  provision  has  been 
made,  and  from  whom  frequent  applications  for  admission  are  received. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  great  good  could  be  done  these  blind  col- 
ored children  if  facilities  could  be  provided  for  their  instruction  ; and  it 
seems  as  though  such  a provision  w'Ould  be  in  accord  both  with  the 
dictates  of  humanity  and  of  a sound  public  polity. 
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The  publishers  of  the  Daily  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  the  Musical 
Record,  The  Christian  Standard,  The  Kentucky  Deaf  Mute,  The  Index, 
The  Goodson  Gazette,  and  The  Mutes’  Companion,  have  furnished 
copies  of  their  periodicals  regularly  and  gratuitously  to  the  school,  and 
the  pupils  have  listened  to  their  contents  with  much  pleasure  and  profit. 

There  has  been  no  death  nor  serious  case  of  illness  among  any  of  the 
members  of  our  household  during  the  year. 

Happiness,  peace,  and  prosperity  have  been  vouchsafed  to  us  during 
the  year,  and  our  hearts  are  filled  with  gratitude  therefor  to  the  Giver 
of  all  Good. 

My  own  labors  have  been  constantly  lightened  by  your  kind  forbear- 
ance, your  active  interest,  and  judicious  counsel  in  all  that  pertains  to- 
the  management  of  the  Institutior.. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub.nitted. 

B.  B.  H UNTOON,  Supenntcndctit. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  J'lsifors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen:  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  they  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statment  of 
their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of 
these  statements  is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  H.  COCHRAN,  Ch'n, 
THOS.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
JOHN  A.  CARTER. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission  of  a 
•child  to  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Biind,  it  is  only  required  that 
the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable  to  get  an  education 
in  the  ordinary  schools  ; that  it  be  of  good  health  and  sound  mind,  and 
within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  ; for  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Institution  is  neither  a hospital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  desti- 
tute, the  fact  should  be  so  certified  by  the  County  Judge,  and  in  that 
case  clothing  will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  and 
closes  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June.  Pupils  will  be  admitted  at  any 
time,  but  they  are  much  benefited  by  beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of 
the  session. 

Blind  persons  over  eighteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted  only  upon 
special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Superintend- 
ent, or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  correspond  with 
.any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the  Institution. 


APPENDIX. 


LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  between  the  Ages  of  Six  and  Sixteen  in 
Kentucky,  According  to  the  United  States  Census  of  1880. 


Name 

Residence. 

County. 

Evaline  Taylor 

Neetsville 

Adair  county. 

Louisa  Holt 

Glen'  ille 

Adair  county. 

Philip  Tenslcv 

!;ih  I )isiricl  . . 

Allen  county. 

Arcmisia  Moore 

Massey  District  . . . 

Allen  county. 

Sarah  E Crutclier 

Anderson  county. 

Jack  Murrell 

Glasgow 

Barren  county. 

Geo.  . Harrison 

Traev  District  .... 

Barren  county. 

Maria  Dale 

Owingsville 

Bath  county. 

Jane  L.  Schullz 

7(h  Precinct  ..... 

Bath  county. 

Mollie  1 ackson 

7th  'Vecinct 

Bath  county. 

Lee  Jackson 

7th  Precinct 

Bath  county. 

Lila  Jackson 

71  h Precinct 

Bath  county. 

Wnj.  Green 

Yellow  Creek  .... 

Bell  county. 

James  Noble 

Burlington 

Boone  county. 

Nancy  Wilhorst 

Hebron 

Boone  county. 

I )i>ra  Mclntire 

Upper  Ashland  .... 

Boyd  county. 

Minnie  Esiham 

Danville 

Boyle  county. 

Ida  Cfillespi 

Foster  

Bracken  county. 

Oliver  Johnson 

Jell  s Creek 

Breathitt  countv. 

Sally  Stamper 

Crockettsvillc  .... 

Breathitt  county. 

Nancy  Spencer 

Jett’s  Creek 

Breathitt  county. 

Mary  Ann  Jenkins 

Spring  Lake 

Breathitt  county. 

Richard  Df)well 

l^ew  leyville 

Breckinridge  county. 

Marv  liilclier 

I -ondon 

Butler  county  . 

lanlhy  Kirby 

Rochester 

Butler  county. 

James  A . Evans 

Burdens 

Butler  county. 

W’m.  O Rove 

Burilens 

Butler  counlv. 

J.  M . Sullivan 

NVilliams’  Mills  .... 

Caldwell  county. 

\N  illiam  B.  Freeze 

Murray 

Calloway  county. 

Cary  Phelps 

Campbell  county. 

George  W . Brewster 

Carter  county. 

Dora  Watkins 

Union  School-liousc. . . 

Christian  county. 

Charlotte  Powell 

Paulina  Berryman 

Lliza  Ann  box  . 

Pincliern 

Clark  county. 

Liance  Brandenburg 

Pinchern  

Clark  county. 

Llizabeth  Reilman 

Clay  county. 

Albert  B.  'Bhrasher 

Albany  

Clinton  county. 

Rebecca  Neel 

Piney  Woods 

Clinton  county 

Robert  Clark 

Crittenden  county. 

Arthur  Riley 

Hurricane 

Crittenden  county. 

Fannv  Mullen 

Bell's  Mills 

Crittenden  county. 

Pamela  lohnson 

Hrown.sville 

Edmonson  county. 

Susan  Stevens 

Newfoundland  .... 

Elliott  county. 

Charles  Lewis 

Plummer’.s  Landing.  . 

Fleming  county. 

James  F.  Trane 

Peak’.s  Mill 

Franklin  county. 

Eliza  A.  Masters 

P.irker’s  Mill 

Franklin  county. 

Sam  Hawkins 

Lodgton 

Fulton  county. 

Mary  E.  Ball 

Garrard  county. 

Cora  Ball 

Lancaster 

Garrard  county. 
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LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  — Continued. 


Name. 


Residence. 


County. 


Huldali  J Reach. 
Lucy  E.  Clifton 
Martha  San-lerson 
Fanny  J.  Gilbert  . 
Peter  IJale  . . . 

Chas.  A.  Higdon. 
John  H.  Purcell  . 
Bertha  Middaugh  . 
James  H.  Clever  . 
Catherine  Clever  . 
John  \V . Lauley  . 
•John  Chaffin  . . . 
Charles  Chaffin . . 
Mority  Hall  . . . 
Sally  E.  Henry . . 
Kitty  Wallace  . . 
Eva  Wallace  . . 
James  W.  llackett 
Candris  Lovrit  . . 
Doney  Powell  . . 
Susan  Sparks.  . . 
Daniel  Sparks  . . 
Margaret  Rector  . 
L.  Collingsworth  . 
Minnie  .Sparks  . . 
Annie  Hill.  . . . 
Mary  Hoock.  . . 
Anna  Mayer  . . . 
Theresa  Pcttitt  . . 
James  Fleming.  . 
diaries  Andie  . . 
John  Young  . . . 
Carry  Raher  . . . 
Charles  Raher  . . 
Eugene  Sherwood. 
George  Spence  . . 
Kaiy  .Swinefuse.  . 
Edwin  W Dailey  . 
Theresa  Shick  . . 
Mahala  Bain  . . . 
George  I’ox  . . . 
William  Kirk.  . . 
Isaac  Mills.  . . . 
Pernily  Mills.  . . 
Sarah  A.  Gambrel 
George  Inman 
Laura  B.  Davis.  . 
James  M .\dams. 
Lindsey  Adams  . 
.\ndrew  J.  Castle. 
Alonzo  Short.  . . 
F.  Ingham.  . . 
Marriey  d'hatcher. 
.Sarah  II.  Jones.  . 
Ida  Lee  Heater.  . 
Mary  Bennett  . . 
Lula  Mosely  , . . 
Hurry  .Augustu-s  . 
Frank  Cohan . . . 
Emma  (himmings. 


M t.  Zion 

Downingville  . . 


Dukdum.  . . . 

E Litchfield.  , . 
Short  Creek  . . . 


Pollville 

Pn  Iville 

Plunting  Creek.  . 
West  Point.  . . . 
West  Point.  . . . 


Cynihiana 
Corydon . 
Corydon . 


Louisville  .... 
Fairmount.  . , . 
Two-mile  precinct 
Two  mile  precinct 


Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Louisville  . . . . 
Painisville.  . . . 
Covington.  . . . 
Covington.  . . . 
Covington.  . . . 
Barbourville . . . 
Barbourville.  . , 
Indian  Creek . . . 


Bacon 


Cherokee  . . . . 
Cherokee  . . . . 
Peach  Orchard.  . 


Concord 

Smithland.  . . . 
Smithland.  . . . 
Carrsvillc  . . . . 
Adairvillc  . , . . 

Paducah 

Calhoun 

Calhoun 


Grant  county. 
Grant  county. 
Graves  county. 
Graves  county. 
Graves  county. 
Grayson  county. 
Grayson  county. 
Greenuji  county. 
Hancock  counry. 
Hancock  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Harlan  county. 
Harrison  county. 
Henderson  count 
Henderson  count 
Henry  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Jeffer.son  county. 
Jeffer.son  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county . 

K nox  county . 
Knox  county. 
Knox  county. 
Laurel  county. 
I.au' el  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Letcher  county. 
Lewis  county. 

1 .ivingston  coun ty 
Livingston  county 
Livingston  county 
Logan  county. 
McCracken  county 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
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LIST  OP  BLIND  PERSONS— Continued. 


Name 


Residence. 


County. 


Etl.!  Masters 

Charles  Graves 

Archibald  llaydon 

Bessy  Wheaily 

George  Wlieatly 

lohn  Wheaily 

Sally  1'.  Isaacs 

Ermine  Taylor 

Maria  Payne 

Sarah  A.  Lister 

Robert  Phillips 

John  Vosl 

.•\nna  Meaux  

Uriel  C Str.ainge 

Nancy  .A  Jliels  

Stephen  E.  [.  Hiels  

Margaret  C.  Hiels  

Nanny  Raeburn 

Mary  Mays  

Martha  A . Mastertai 

Matilda  Duncan 

Dorcas  Campbell 

Ada  Shepherd  

Khoda  Tickner 

James  Ayres  

Charles  O.  C.  Oaks 

Wm.  ilolensworih 

Charity  Middleton  

Arthur  Daugherty 

Cacy  J . Porter 

Sally  Roberts  

I'olly  Jane  Grifiing..  . . . 

Dulcena  Harris 

Win.  Gibson 

Nancy  0.sborn  

Ira  Williamson 

Sarah  J . .N'ea! 

Mulda  V Mraxtill  . . . 1 ] 

Robert  J.  Straxtill * . ! 

John  U.  Smiley 

Nancy  Browning 

•Sarah  Rcmet 

Mccager  Lamb ’ 

Pauline  McClure 

•Martha  Bryant * * , 

Carrie  Moore.  . . . . . ' ! i 

Lucretia  Sorrel 

Julia  Ca.sey 

David  Harilesty 

Harriet  Baker  . * . 

John  < iaylcr  ..... 

Dougla.s  Grey 

Prank  (irev * I 

Susan  .M . Payett.  . . ' ! ! * I 

Sa<la  Manly ' * 1 

H M.  Border ’ | 

James  Lee * 

Mary  j Wilson  . . ...  1 

L,  J.  Shouner  ] ’ I 

Christina  Claner • ! ! I 

2 


Foxtown. 


Lebanon.  . . . 
Lebanon.  . . . 
l.ebanon.  . . . 
Ilaysville  . . . 
New  Market  . . 
Washin;;ton  . . 
Slew 


Harrodsburg  . 
JefTe.'sonville  . 
JefTersonville  . 
Jeffersonville  . . 
Jeffersonville  . 
Jeffersonville.  . 

.Nlycrs 

New  Hope.  . . 
Nelson  Furnace 
Head  Quarters  . 
Carlisle  .... 
Centraltown.  . 
I.,usby’s  Mill.  . 

n ■ ■ ! ; : ; 


j Short  Creek 
Short  Creek 


Shelby  Creel 
Pond  t,‘reek 
3d  V’oling  !' 


Cross  Roads 
f!r«ss  Roads 
Shelbyville, 
Harri>onville 
Shelbyville. 
.Mansville  . . 
Elkion  . . 
Elklon  . . 
Goshen  . . 
Smith  Grove 


Monlicello  . 
Webster  . . 
Claysville  . 
Claysvillc  . 


Madison  county. 
.\ladison  county. 
Marlin  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county, 
t Marion  county. 
.Mason  county. 
Mercer  county. 
Mercer  county. 
•Mercer  county. 
Mercer  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
I Montgomery  county. 
•Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nicholas  county. 

1 Nicholas  county. 
Ohio  county. 

Owen  county. 

Owsley  county. 
Owsley  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Perry  county. 

Perry  county. 

Pike  county. 

I'ike  county. 

Pike  county. 

Pike  county. 

Powell  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Roberl.son  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rowan  county. 

Rowan  county. 
Shelby  ciiunly. 

Shelby  county. 

Shelby  county. 

'Paylor  county, 

'Podtl  county. 

Todtl  county. 

Warren  county. 
Wairen  county. 
Washington  county. 
Wayne  county. 
Webster  county. 
Webster  county. 
Webster  county. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THE 


KENTUCKY  - INSTITUTION 


— FOR  THE- 


.DUCATION  OF 


AT  LOriSVII.LK,  KKX'irrKY. 


For  the  Year  Ending  October  31,  1884, 


PROPERTY  OF  THE  STATE  OP  KENTUCKY. 


FRANKFORT,  KY.. 

PKINTKP  AT  ThK  CaPITAI.  OFFICE,  .)N0.  D.  WoOl).*,  PUHLH'  FrINTF-R, 

1885. 


Oflicers  and  Teachers  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 


HOARD  OF  VISITORS. 

Dr.  T.  S.  BEIjL.  President. 

iioN.  WjM.  f.  bullock, 
GA.VI1S  II,  COCllKAN, 

W.  N,  IIALDEAIAK, 

Hon.  JAMES  HAKIUSON, 
JOHN  I‘.  MORTON, 

JOHN  A.  CARTER, 

Hon.  II.  J.STITES, 

Hon.  a.  a.  STOLL, 

TREASURER. 

JOHN  G.  BARRET. 

rllYSICIAN. 

T.  S.  BELL,  M.  U. 


SECRETARY  AND  SUl'EIUNTEN D ENT. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  A.  M. 

MATRON. 

Mrs.  SARAH  J.  HUNTOON. 

TEACIIER.S. 

Miss  JOSEPHINE  HILL, 
Miss  NINA  Y,  GRISTE, 

Miss  JULIA  PURNELL, 
Miss  ELEANOR  BEEBE. 

TEACHERS  OF  MU.SIC. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  PARSONS. 

TEACHER  OF  HANDICRAFT. 

DAVID  LASCII. 


SE,VMSTKKSS. 

Miss  MARY  REILLY. 


MUSIC  READER. 

Mrs.  NEPPIE  FREDERICK. 

ASSISTANT  riirii.s. 

NANNIE  P.  BROWN. 
BARBARA  McKINNEY. 


Superintendent's  Report, 


Tn  the  Boartl  of  1 isitorx  of  the  Kenlnvl-y  Tndittdiov  for  the. 
Edneation  of  the  Blind : 


Genti.e.mex  : The  nuniber  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Institu- 
tion records  during  the  past  year  is  eighty-one.  Their  names 
and  re.sidenoe  are  as  follow.s  : 


NAMES. 

Amanda  Ann  Ai.kxandkr. 
Charles  Baron, 

John  liKrKMAN. 

Matthew  Bluett. 
Charles  Buhanon. 
Kdwaud  Botifis. 

Omer  B«»(;(;s. 

TlIONfAS  II. 

Anna  Brodkuh  k, 

Nancy  Buook.s, 

Nannie  P.  Br<jwn. 

Mary  Ann  Buttuum, 
Anna  May  (Carlisle, 
William  Carroll,  . 
iSarah  Catharine  Carter, 
I..0KKN/.0  Dow  Carver, 
Julia  (’asky, 

Soi’hia  Cromwell, 

Samuel  Cornet,  . 

Kmma  Cummins. 

JoSIAH  CUI'I'LKS, 

Bkn.iamin  .M.  Day, 

Klla  Dolan, 

Prank  B.  I)ollins, 

JosEi-ii  Sidney  Franklin, 
Soi-niA  Gebdis, 

Soruronia  Gihuons, 


RESIDENCES. 
Wayno  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Newport. 
Louisville. 

Lewis  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Lewis  county, 
Louisville. 
Edmonson  county. 
Warsaw. 

Edmonson  county. 
Henderson. 
Louisville. 
Franklin  county. 
Barren  county. 
Shelby  county. 
Henderson. 

Laurel  county. 

Bracken  county. 

Falmouth. 

Eli/.abelhtown. 

Louisville. 

Glasgow. 

Hickman  county, 
Covington. 

Albany. 
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Katy  Hall, 

Annik  Hamlin, 

LaAVHKNCK  HAUSMA^, 
Kdwakt)  Hkss, 

B.  B.  Hoskins, 

Josirc  Kkiuns, 
JamksKuiin, 

.Maugik  Kistner,  . 

Mary  Landiss, 

Jekfkrson  D.  Lkip, 
Thomas  Leacbman  Lkm  is, 
John  Long, 

Jerry  Loyu, 

Nancy  E.  Manning, 

Alkra  Manning, 

Michael  McCarthy, 
Pauline  McClure, 
Barbara  McKinnky, 
Thomas  Mkddis,  . . . 

Georgia  Miller, 

Robert  H.  Moody',  Jr., 
Flora  Moore. 

Anna  Morgan, 

Lucy  Morgan, 

James  Murray. 

Daniel  J.  Osteen, 

Alice  Parsons, 

Charles  Purdy,  . 
Susanna  Roberts. 

Max  Rushing, 

JosKi’ii  Ryan, 

Louis  Schafer, 

Jane  Sherlky, 

Charles  SiLi.iMAN, 

Elise  vSelke, 

Stitks  Sh  arra  kd, 

Wm.  Suoefstall, 

James  Sims, 

Fanny  Smith, 

Prank  Smith, 

Ciiari.es  Taylor, 
Carlkton  Thomj’sun, 
Emile  Trkhing, 

Amney  Tucker,  . 
Joanna  Vaublk, 

Agatha  Weaver, 


Oweo  county. 
Louisville. 
Newport. 
Louisville. 

Boyle  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Lexington. 

Hickman  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Jefferson  couBty. 

Murray. 

Murray. 

Louisville. 

Mt.  Yernon. 

Oab  Orchard. 
Nelson  county. 
Mt.  Yernon. 

Todd  county. 
Whitley  county. 
Scott  county. 
Scott  county. 
Louisville. 
Christian  count}'. 
Louisville. 
Daviess  county. 
Pulaski  county. 
Caldwell  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Bracken  county. 
Hart  county. 

Ohio  county. 
Dayton. 

Morgan  Held. 
Graves  ct)unly. 
Louisville. 
Oldham  county. 
Oldham  county, 
l^ewis  county. 
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Ida  Weaver Lewis  county. 

Nanxt  Wkms, Lewis  county. 

Wm.  Whelan Louisville. 

Marion  M heeler Scott  county. 

Henry  Whitlow Hurt  county. 

Ja.mes  Whitty Louisville. 

Joseph  Williams, Mulilenburg  county. 

Walter  Haldk.man  WisrERSMiTU. Lmiisville. 


_cs.' 


•.  A.'  j 
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November  28,  James  Murray  died  of  consumiition.  He  en- 
tered the  school  in  April,  1869,  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  no  known  relatives  living.  His 
constitution  was  weak,  and  it  is  probable  that  but  for  the  con- 
stant care  bestowed  upon  him  in  the  Institution,  he  would  have 
.sooner  succumbed  to  the  disease  to  which  he  seemed  predisposed 
from  his  childhood. 

During  the  month  of  May  there  were  thirty  cases  of  measles 
in  the  school.  All  of  these  recovered  liefore  the  close  of  the 
session. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  deem  it  expedient,  as  well  as  just,  that  provision 
should  be  made  by  the  State  for  the  education  of  the  blind  colored  children  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

2.  For  this  purpose  they  respectfully  suggest  that  land  be  purchased,  and  a suita- 
ble building  be  erected  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  this  class  of  pupils,  sepa- 
rate and  apart  from  the  premises  now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind. 

3.  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Board, 
and  the  attention  of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the 
Legislature  be  respectfully  called  to  this  subject. 

In  accordance  witli  tliese  resolutions  action  was  taken ; and 
when  the  Legislature  met,  the  Hou.  W.  F.  Bullock  drew  uj)  a 
bill  ou  behalf  of  the  Board  of  ^'isitors,  which  was  introduced 
into  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives  by  Hon.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Jr., 
and  ai')propriately  referred.  .Judge  Bullock  went  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House  aud  Senate,  and  set  forth  the  nature  of 
the  hill.  The  result  was  the  passage  of  the  bill  through  the 
House,  with  but  one  dissentient  vote,  and  its  unanimous  ap- 
l)roval  by  the  Senate.  The  following  is  a te.xt  of  tlie  bill: 


CHAPTER.  462. 

AN  ACT  to  amond  an  act  entitled  an  act  establishing  an  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind  of  Kentucky.  Ajiproved  tlio  (Iflli  of  February.  Eighteen  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-two. 

'WincitKAS,  It  is  expedient,  as  well  as  just,  to  make  adequate 


For  the  Fdncation  <\f  lh<'  Blind. 


» 

and  suitable  provision  for  the  colored  blind  children  of  this 
Coniinon wealth,  and 

WiiKUEAs,  Ey  reason  of  physical  intirniity  and  tlie  helpless 
condition  of  the  blind  of  both  races,  resnltina:  from  the  loss  of 
sight,  a separate  provision  should  be  made  for  eacli  race,  and 

WjiEiiEAS,  Wise  economy  and  due  efiiciency  require  that 
the  education  of  both  races  should  be  under  the  sole  manage- 
ment of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 
therefore. 

Be  d (■ndcfed  t)//  (he  (lenerdl  Auftenddi/  of  the  (Jornmonioeatth 
of  Keiitvchi/  : 

g 1.  Tliat  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwi.se  aiiproimiated,  to  erect  a suitable  building,  or 
buildings,  for  the  purpo.se  afore.said,  separate  and  apart  from 
Ihe  premi.ses  now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Instittitiou  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  to  be  used  for,  and  devoted  to  the  sole 
and  exclusive  occu2)ation  of  the  colored  blind  children  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Broetded . That  the  sutti  heiT^by  aj)2)ro|Triated 
shall  be  p.aid  in  four  equal  installments  of  live  thousand  dollars 
each,  in  the  following  mannei-  and  as  hereinafter  provided,  to- 
wit:  Five  thousand  dollars  when  the  building,  or  buildings, 
provided  for  in  this  section  shall  be  in  the  ])rocess  of  erection, 
of  wiiich  fact  the  Treasurer  shall  be  dtdy  uotilied  by  the  .said 
Board  of  'I'nistees  in  wiitiiig,  signed  by  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary : and  live  thousand  dollars  cpiarleily,  thereafter,  except 
Ihe  last  payment,  which  shall  be  I’etained  by  (he  Treasurm’  until 
the  said  building,  or  buildings,  shall  have  been  conq)leted,  and 
accepted  and  received  by  the  said  Hoai’d  of  'rru.stee.s,  and  said 
Ti-easurer  is  duly  notified  afore.said  of  said  fact. 

S a.  The  blind  children  afoiv.said,  when  such  buildings  shall 
have  been  erected,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on  e<pial  terms 
their  due  proportion,  according  to  numbers,  all  rights,  benefits, 
and  lu-ivileges  secured  to  the  white  blind  childi'en  of  tins  Com- 
tuoiiw(udth  by  the  act  establishing  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  and  .all  subsequent  enactments  in 
relation  thereto  ; FrocUted,  howecer.  That  the  blind  children 
of  both  races  shall  be  vtnder  the  same  general  management  and 
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under  one  and  the  same  Superintendent,  who,  with  all  other 
officers  of  said  Institution,  shall  be  elected  b}^  and  subject  in  all 
respects  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Tinstees 
of  said  Institution,  as  heretofore  provided  by  law. 

S 8.  The  Board  of  Trustees,  aforesaid,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  purchase  additional 
laud  to  carry  into  effect  the  purpose  of  this  act,  taking  the  title 
thereto  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  bj^  deed  with  gen- 
eral warranty.  Provided,  however,  That  if  any  part  of  the  said 
sum  hereby  ax)propriated  shall  be  used  for  that  purpose,  a suffi- 
cient amount  thereof  shall  be  retained  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  or  buildings  aforesaid. 

§ 4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

This  act  was  approved  by  Governor  Knott  March  27th,  and 
became  a la  w. 

Eight  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  land  now  held  in  trust  for 
the  State  was  i:)urchased.  Mr.  Charles  J.  Clarke  was  employed 
to  draw  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  building  for  the 
colored  blind.  When  these  were  completed  tliej'  were  srtb- 
mitted  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions,  and 
by  them  approved.  The  work  was  begun  July  12th,  and  the 
building  is  now  under  roof.  It  will  be  ready  for  teaching  pur- 
poses, in  all  probability,  by  next  September. 

The  Hon.  A.  A.  Stoll  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  following  joint  resolution  which  passed  both  houses 
and  was  appi'oved  by  tlie  Governor  February  29,  18S4 : 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky : 

That  the  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empow- 
ered to  cause  a fire-cistern  to  be  built  upon  the  grounds  of  said 
Institution  not  more  than  thirty  feet  from  Frankfort  Avenue, 
and  the  principal  entrance  to  said  Institution— said  fire-cistern 
to  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  six  hundred  barrels,  and  to 
be  built  and  walled  with  the  best  material,  and  to  be  connected 
with  the  supply-pipes  of  the  Louisville  Water  Company  and 
supplied  therefrom. 
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Rut  before  ordering  said  work,  tlie  Trustees  shall  advertise 
for  bids,  at  least  ten  days,  in  some  daily  newspaper,  and  the 
eontraet  for  building  the  same  shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest 
and  best  bidder  who  shall  give  a good  and  snflicient  bond,  to  be 
approved  by  said  Trustees,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
contract. 

After  the  work  is  com])leted.  and  fully  tested  and  accepted 
by  said  Trustees,  they  shall  cerlify  the  cost  of  the  same  to  the 
Auditor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  who  shall  draw  his  warrant 
upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  named  in  favor  of  the  person 
named  in  the  certificate  of  said  Trustee.s,  and  same  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer  out  of  any  fund  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Said  cistern,  after  its  completion,  shall  be  supervised  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  tire-cisterns  are  now  surpervised  in  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  and  the  cost  of  supplying  the  same  shall  be 
j)aid  by  the  city  of  Louisville,  in  the  same  manner  as  like  cis- 
terns now  paid  by  the  .said  city,  and  the  pipe  connections  are  to 
be  supervised  in  like  manner. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  have  Iteen  comi>lied  with,  so  far 
as  the  i)rogress  of  the  work  has  i)ermitted,  and  the  cistern  is  in 
due  process  of  construction. 

The  annual  summary  of  receipts  and  expenditures  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  Isi.  ISSk . !?T,126  2(i 

Quarterly  allowance  . . 2.447  .5.5 

Quarterly  allowance  . _ ..  2,447  7)5 

Annual  allowance  00 

tinarterly  allowance  in  part..  . . 1,248  75 

Quarterly  allowance  in  i>art  with  ])reviou.s  \)alance  due  2,01)7  00 

Heceijits  from  worksho|i - 501  00 

■Miscellaneous  receijits  . ....  40  75 


Total  receipts  . . 

Total  amounts  of  wari-ants  issued 


20.8.58  80 
20,2.55  94 


Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st.  1884 


.it002  92 
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There  has  no  money  been  received  from  the  State  on  account 
of  the  ai)X)ropriation  for  building  the  colored  school,  but  the 
work  has  gone  on  in  the  expectation  that  the  finances  of  the 
State  wcnld  be  in  a condition  to  permit  the  Treasurer  toxiaythe 
money  ; and  an  indebtedness  has  therefore  been  inc.urred  of  nine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seven  dollars. 

The  regular  school  work  has  progressed  satisfactorily.  The 
teachers  have  been  earnest  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  the 
servants  have  been  faithful,  and  the  pupils  have  done  as  well  as 
children  usually  do.  The  education  of  the  blind  is  necessarily 
a work  of  slow  and  laborious  progress ; the  foundation  has  to 
be  laid  with  great  care,  and  frequently  tested  for  practical  re- 
sults. To  make  a totally  blind  child  acquainted  with  the  world 
around  him,  as  known  by  the  seeing,  when  his  own  conscious- 
ness is  shut  off  from  all  impressions  received  by  the  eye,  is  no 
easy  task.  The  problem  is  one  that  is  receiving  practical  atten- 
tion ill  twenty-nine  different  States ; and  every  two  years  the 
teachers  in  these  schools  for  the  blind  meet  to  consult  for  the 
interests  of  the  blind.  Such  a meeting  was  held  in  St.  Louis 
last  August,  at  the  Missouri  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  ses- 
sion continued  three  days,  and  subjects  relating  to  the  education 
of  the  blind  were  most  profitably  discussed.  The  officers  of  the 
Missouri  Institution  were  eminently  successful  in  their  efforts 
to  secure  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  their  many  guests. 

In  the  great  educational  disi)lay  made  at  Madison,  Wiscoirsin, 
last  July,  the  woik  of  the  little  blind  i^npils  in  the  kindergarten 
department  of  the  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind  attracted 
much  attention.  The  work  of  the  blind  in  this  display  made 
)>y  three  Institutions  received  special  mention  in  the  report 
made  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  educators  in  the  land. 

In  carrying  on  the  work  during  the  past  year,  the  following 
named  persons  have  been  employed: 

A superintendent,  B.  H.  lluntoon,  with  a .salary  of  Sskia  a 
month. 

A 7uatron,  Mi'S.  Sarah  J.  lluntoon,  with  a .salary  of  SJHil  a 
month. 

A teacher,  Miss  Nina  Grist,  with  a salary  of  8J(i  a month. 
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A tearlier,  "Nfiss  Josephine  Hill,  wilh  a salary  of  F-W  a mouth. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  -sJO  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Mary  Reilly,  with  a salary  of  8130 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  I).  Lascli,  with  a salai-y  of  8o0  a 
month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  sloo 
a month. 

A teacher  of  music.  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a salary  of  824 
a month. 

A kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of 
8130  a month.  * 

A music  reader.  Mrs.  Neiiiiie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  82,o 
a month. 

.\n  assistant  imjiil  teacher.  Yannie  P.  Brown,  with  a salary 
of  8 If)  a jnonth. 

An  a.ssistant  jiujiil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary 
of  8f)  a month. 

A gardener  and  engineer,  'Idios.  Lucas,  with  a salai'y  of  8.')i')  a 
month. 

A lireman  and  as.sistant  gai-dener,  Alex.  Luca.s,  with  a sal  ary 
of  82)  a month. 

An  assistant  tireman.  James  Whitty,  with  a salary  of  84  a 
month. 

A cook.  Hannah  IMtirphy.  with  a salary  of  818  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Kate  Burk(>,  with  a salai’y  of  814  a month. 

A laundress,  Bridget  Curry,  with  a, salary  of  814  a month. 

A laundress.  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Kate  Henley,  with  a salary  of  814  a month. 

A chaml)ermaid.  Annie  Kelley,  with  a,  salary  of  814  a 
month. 

An  assistant  chambei’uiaid,  Annie  Fahy,  with  a .salary  of  812 
a month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Bridget  Cain,  with  a salary  of  814  a 
month. 

An  a.ssistant  dining-room  girl,  Annie  Cain,  with  a salary  of 
812  a month. 

All  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of 
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sewing  and  handicraft,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the 
year  ; the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  publishers  of  the  Daily  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  the 
Musical  Record,  the  Christian  Standard,  the  Kentucky  Deaf 
Mute.  The  Index,  The  Goodson  Gazette,  and  The  Mutes'  Com- 
panion, have  furnished  copies  of  their  xreriodicals  regularly  and 
gratuitously  to  the  school,  and  the  pupils  have  listened  to  their 
contents  with  much  iheasure  and  profit. 

All  of  w'hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  BUILDING  AND  SUP- 
PLIES. 

To  the  Board  of  Vi.sitorn  of  the  Kentuekii  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Btind  : 

Genti.kmen  : Your  Committee  would  respectfully  rejiort.  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase 
of  supplies  for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a 
monthly  statement  of  their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth.  A summary  of  these  statements  is  herewith 
appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  11.  COCHRAN,  Ch'n. 

W.  N HALDEMAN, 

JOHN  A.  CARTER. 


KEXnU’KV 


/Xsr/Tr77(/X  FOR  THE 


EI)I7'ATI()X  of  the  blixd. 


h.X'poKntiircsfor  Hie  year  eadiny  Oefoher  /x/.  iSSJf. 


Phv-KoII,  ' 

• ( \\  

Dry  goods  «tid  elothitjg 

Groceries. 

jirendstiitJ* 

1 0('T. 

NOV. 

DKC. 

JAN. 

KKH. 

MARCH. 

APRIL. 

-MAY. 

1 JUNK. 

JULY. 

' A VO. 

' SKPT. 

2<»6  :ifi 
3f)  UL 
209  55 

533  3c 
210  0( 
840  65 
2HI  n 
97  .'^1 

532 

205  Ot 
35  Gi 
246  7( 

635  3.^ 
205  Of 
10  7( 
230  2‘- 
07  5( 
109  75 
79  75 

47  07 

OH  55 
58  00 

535  3S 
25o  ( f 
' 20  95 

253  16 

532  35 
206  06 
29  7o 
21  7 64 

535  36 
215  Of 
56  66 
257  CO 

890  3* 
201  5C 
47  95 
198  81 

1 238  3£ 

235  OC 
10  4C 
; 156  4-7 

2.38  37 
215  (»C 
90  84 
93  8t 

238  3.- 
1 215  Ot 

27  .3fc 

529  37 
i 206  OC 
21  75 
180  35 
78  7." 
' 90  55 

77  75 

5883  20 
2507  50 
(33  80 
2480  39 
493  45 
1579  7.9 
925  88 

Meats,  fowls,  lisli,  arid  guMie 

Kruit>s,  vegetables,  milk,  nfid  ioe. 

Spirituous  liquors 

Drugs  Juediciru'S  aud  professional 
services 

130  (io 
121  18 



1 00  34 

86  6t 

1G7  2r 
88  05 

49  95 

14  19 

76  15 
25  50 

, 160  95 

70  65 

97  50 

1 157  92 

85  60 

24  70 
152  40 
HO  0« 

97  56 
163  87 
103  90 

i 

123  07 
90  45 

4'8  78 
18  Gf 

54”  26 

22  40 

C«»n  fectiouories 

Fuel  ami  lights 

Afnusements 

Buildings  and  repai  s 

15  oO 

04  95 

12  14 

09  7f> 
02  6.3 

22  05 
10  (Ml 
.51  8-5 

4708  14 
41  10 
04  50 

210  no  . 

82  30 

15  00 
24  30 

122  15 

1086  54 



1 08 



14 ’22 

238  (17 
15  ro 
1272  32 
10  00 
72f;9  70 
094  36 

Household  and  kitchen  furniture.. 
Laundrv 

209  25 

207  86 
0 88 

542  26 

n 00 

78  GO 
43  65 

48  511 

276  55 
22  17 

877  12 
211  18 

\ ehlcle.^  tr)ols.  and  implements 

for  the  farm  and  garden 

KxpcBses  on  live  .stocW 

Labor  not  included  in  pav.ro'l.... 
Books  and  stationerv. ,, 

11  70 





94  50 

221  70 
26  30 

10  70 



9 25 

2 40 

7 50 

10  71 

222  HI 



8 23 

33  "25 

13  00 

171  S ' 
4 4 65 

42  75 

51  25 

30  40 

5 90 

5 50 

Product  of  the  farm  and  ganlen.. 
Postage  and  traveling  expenses... 

-Materials  for  workshop 

Tuning  and  repairing  musical  in- 
■struments 

20  00 
4 7 

6 10 

74  'll 

7 ()0 
03  25' 

70  7n 
7 10 
26  03 
59  10 

15  58 

16  40 
47  78 

12  75; 

72  67' 

16  10 
15  Of' 
124  10: 

32  55 
7 00 

37  65 
51  00, 

6 80 

15  6f‘ 
138  34 

138  07 

22  m 
455  78 
796  08 

Water  rent 

19  00 



in  76 

4 50j 

31  «1 

31  00 

18  25' 

142  96 

huneral  expense.^ 

29  .50 

1 

I* 

^ 

I 

93  25 

1 

186  50 

— 

— 

1 

. 

X 

1 





29  50 

$ 1 HIM)  1 '1 

t2ii;2  41 

♦ 165>  Ool 

$1544  27 

$1616  38| 

$06(18  8iij  $1702  00 

$2437  54' 

$2497  72 

$P05  32 

$1068  79' 

$2519  01 

26265  97 

Far  the  Edueation  af  the  Btinet.  ]o 

TERMS  OK  ADMISSION. 

In  resiDect  to  the  forms  to  so  through  to  secure  the  admission 
of  a child  to  tlie  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only  re- 
quired that  the  cliild  l)e  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unalile  to 
get  an  education  in  the  ordinary  scliools  ; that  it  be  of  good 
health  and  sound  mind,  and  within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen; 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Institution  is  neithei’  a hos- 
pital nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute,  the  fact  should 
be  so  certilied  by  the  Kounty  Judge,  and  in  that  case,  clothing 
will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber. and  closes  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June.  Pupils  will 
l)e  admitted  at  any  time,  but  th(;y  are  much  benefited  by  begin- 
idng  promptly  at  the  first  of  the  se.ssion. 

Blind  persf)iis  over  eighteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted 
only  ui)on  sirecial  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Sup- 
erintiuulent.  or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully 
correspond  with  any  person  wishing  to  i)lace  a blind  child  in  the 
Institution. 
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Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


Board  of  riV/^o?‘.s. 
lloN.  Wm.  F.  IU’I.i.ik'K,  President. 

(iAVIN  II.  C'OCMKAN, 

M'.  N.  Hai.hkman. 

1U)N.  .Iamks  IIaurison. 

• loHN  P,  Mokton, 

John  A.  Cautkk, 

Hon.  II.  .1.  Stitks. 

Hon.  a.  -V.  Stoll. 

Tmof*.  I).  O.'iHORNK. 

TreasHver. 

•loilN  (J.  Harukt. 

Phy.sieian . 

\V\I.  liAILKY.  M.  I). 

Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

IJ.  li.  Hi  ntoon,  a.  .M. 

Matron. 

.Mrs.  Sarah  .1.  Hi  ntoon. 

Tearher.s. 

AIiss  Nina  V.  (xristk. 

Miss  Jr  1. 1 a PruNKLL. 

.M  1 ss  Fi  1.  K A NOR  II  K y.  H K. 

-Nliss  JoSKPHINK  Sl.OAN. 

Te.neher  of  Manic. 

Chari. Ks  FRKi*KRirK. 

TeaeJuer  of  Handicraft. 

Da vjn  I.Asi  n. 

Se.aninire.H.'t. 

Mis.-  Mary  IIkilly. 

Music  Reader. 

Mrs.  Nki’PIK  Fkkdkkk'K. 

Visitoj’s  Attendant. 

Barraka  McKinnky. 


Superintendent's  Report, 


To  the  Board  of  Visilors  <f  (hu  Kc/diir/,'//  In  dilution  for  the 

Edmudion  tf  tin-  Blind-: 

(tk.vti.kmkn-  : In  prepiiriiig  the  annual  .statement-  of  tlie  eon- 
(lirion  of  ilie  Tnstitution,  the  first  thina:  to  l)e  recorded  is  tlie 
death  of  tlie  veneralde  jiresklent  id'  the  Board,  Dr.  T.  S.  Bell. 
He  was  one  of  thi'  Board  in  tlie  origin  of  the  Institution  in  1842. 
and  had  .served  continnously  in  the  Board  from  that  time.  Me 
was  the  I’resident  of  the  Board  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
lile;  and  the  records  of  the  Institution  show,  that  from  thebe- 
ginning  of  till*  Jnstiriition  till  the  day  of  hi.s  death,  he  was  never 
alisent  from  a single  meeting  of  the  Board.  As  hi.s  years  in- 
creas.sl.  his  interest  in  tlie  Institution  seemed  to  increa.se.  and  his 
visits  were  freiinent.  till  within  a few  days  of  his  sudden  death. 
Foi'  forty-three  years  he  .served  the  Commonwealth  with  no  other 
i-eward  except  the  satisfaction  he  derived  from  witnessing  the 
snci'cssfnl  development  of  one  of  the  most  striking  features  of 
Christian  i-ivilization. 

Tlie  various  professional,  liteniry,  and  ]ihilantliropic  societies 
to  which  he  lielonged.  mid  they  were  many,  for  he  was  one  of 
the  most  learned,  most  pnhlic-sjiirited.  and  most  eminent  of  the 
citizens  of  Lonisvilhe  held  special  meetings  and  iiassed  resolu- 
tions upon  his  death.  But  it  is  impo.ssihle  to  expre.ss  in  words 
the  I'eehngs  that  till  our  hearts  when  men  of  such  jmreand  lofty 
lives,  so  alionnding  in  deeds  of  kindne.ss  and  heiieticence.  are 
called  away  from  the  scene  of  their  labors,  ft  is  a (irivilege  to 
have  km.wn  such  a man.  and  his  memory  is  like  a benedictron. 

I he  ( oinmonwealth  has  certainly  reason  to  congratulate  her- 
self that  in  carrying  out  her  plans  for  the  care  and  direction  of 
her  detective  cla.s.se.s.  she  can  .secure  the  gratuitous  services  of 
her  busiest  and  ablest  citizens.  The  names  of  such  men  stand 
like  a wall  as  a gnarantee  to  the  [.eople  that  the  alfairs  of  the 
Institution,  committed  to  their  charge,  .shall  be  economically  and 
.i'ldiciously  administered,  and  that  the  Institution  it.self 'shall 
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liave  tluit  kind  of  a character  which  is  tlie  best  suited  for  tlie 
purposes  for  whicJi  it  was  intended.  Only  those  wlio  have  held 
sucli  offices  know  how  many  and  great  are  the  calls  upon  them 
for  their  time  and  their  services  : and  only  a Superintendent  of 
an  Institution  can  fully  know  how  much  the  welfare  of  an  In- 
stitution depends  upon  the  lofty  character  of  its  Board.  To 
your  willing  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  as  stated  to  you  at  your  monthly 
meetings,  and  at  your  frequent  visits  to  the  Institution,  to  your 
prompt  aid,  and  wise  counsel  in  all  times  of  need,  and  for  your 
generous  forbearance,  your  Superintendent  is  under  constant 
obligation. 

The  deirartment  for  the  colored  blind,  for  which  the  Legisla- 
ture made  provision,  has  received  such  attention  as  the  State's 
linances  would  permit.  A beautiful  brick  building,  put  up  in 
accordance  with  the  plans  of  C.  .1.  Clarke,  architect,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committees  on  Charitable  Institutions,  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  approved  by  them,  has  been 
erected  and  xiut  under  roof. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  disbursements  on  account 
of  this  special  appropriation,  as  shown  by  the  vouchers  filed  with 
the  Treasurer  bj^  the  architect,  and  of  the  money  received  from 
the  Auditor,  under  the  jirovisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature 


ordering  the  work. 

DisbursoiiH-nts'for  cxcaviil  ion UO 

J)islmrsoinon1j:  for  stoiu*  loimdatioii (H) 

for  cut  stoii(>  work t'8't  OU 

Dislnirscniciils  for  brick  work o.Odf) 

Disbursements  for  cjirpenters  work «H) 

Disbursements  for  jmlnlinii 100  10 

Di.sbursenieiits  for  tin  work 

Disbur-^eiiieiils  for  iireliiteetV  fee ‘Job  00 

Disbursement*^  for  interest l-ti  10 

'I’oTAi $o.:iio  10 

Fnr  the  jmrelmse  of  llielami -l.oOtt  (H» 

Totai $I;'..7I0  10 

There  has  been  received  from  the  Auditor: 

I'^ebruiiry  1-1.  1HH4 si.i.ooo  iMt 

lAIiiy  -1.  1K8I o. 01  to  00 

Tt.TAi $10.00<l  0<» 


I'Oi;  KUrCATION  OI-’  THE  Hi. INI). 


!) 

To  coiiiplere  tlie  building  will  e.vh.TU.st  tlie  appropiiation.  hut 
will,  of  coiii'se.  le.ive  nothing  to  rui'nisli  it  with  gas,  water,  heat- 
ing !i]ni.'ii-atus.  fni  nitnre,  and  annuitl  niiiintenance.  . 

To  grade  and  drain  the  grounds,  and  etjuip  and  maintain  it 
Si'liool  for  the  colored  blind,  will,  of  coni’se.  require  fnrtlier  action 
of  the  Legishitnre.  Me;tutiine.  there  has  been  much  dis:tpiioinl - 
inent  on  the  ])ai't  of  those  having  blind  childivn,  who  hoped 
that  the  schf)ol  would  begin  in  the  present  year. 

The  condition  of  the  roadway  aiul  fence  in  from  of  the  In- 
stitution is  such  ;is  to  wan-ant  an  ettrnest  iiitpeal  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  fiimls  to  jirovide  for  the  grading,  paving  and  curbing  of 
its  inilf  <d'  the  street,  tind  for  the  construction  of  a neat  stone 
and  iron  fence  along  the  entire  front  of  the  land  owned  by  the 
State,  .some  ‘.too  feet  in  extent. 

For  tlnese  ])nr]io,ses.  to  e(piip  and  maintain  the  department 
for  the  colored  blind,  paving  and  fencing,  the  sum  of  ^tlo.OOO 
will  be  needed. 

The  stiitistics  of  the  I'nited  States  census,  and  for  fuller  in- 
formtition  obtiiined  from  pri\ate  sources,  show  tliat  there  are 
only  about  one-lifth  of  the  blind  children  of  the  State  between 
the  school  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years  of  age  that  tire  enjoy- 
ing the  iidvantages  of  an  education  offered  by  the  Shite. 

'file  Boaid  t)f  \'isitors  of  tlie  Kentucky  Instilntioti  for  the  Ed- 
ucation of  the  Blind  have  labored  to  make  the  Institution  a 
boarding  school  of  the  highest  cluiracter,  iiiid  lo  remove  from 
the  ndnds  of  the  j)eo])le  the  notion  that  it  is  either  a hosjiittil 
for  the  treatment  of  disea.sed  eve.s,  or  an  asvliim  for  the  pauper 
blind. 

The  friends  and  ttcipiaintances  of  onr  kite  I’resident.  J)r. 
Bell,  well  remendter  how  earnest  he  was  in  his  efforts  to  correct 
such  misunderstandings  of  the  true  nature  of  the  Institution. 
As  an  illiistriition  of  this,  the  following  incident  is  a j)ertinent 
one;  certain  contractor  who  had  done  work  for  the  Institu- 
tion. and  whose  ;ic('onnt  hiid  been  presented  and  aj)proved  by 
the  Board,  ii])plied  to  the  Secretary  for  the  warrant  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  his  money  on  the  morning  after  the  meeting.  The 
warrant  lacked  the  sigmiture  of  the  President,  but  as  the  con- 
tractor wished  to  drtiw  his  money  before  banking  hours  were 
over,  he  was  given  the  warrant  and  directions  for  linding  Dr. 
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Bel].  AiT'iving  :vt  liis  ollic'e,  he  found  Dr.  Bell  within,  nud  asked 
him  : “Are  you  the  President  of  the  Blind  Asylum 

“No  sii',  ’ replied  the  Doctor  very  gruflly.'' 

“They  told  me  at  the  Blind  Asylum  it.self,  that  you  was.” 

“\ou  have  been  misinformed,  .sir.  I ilon't  know  of  any 
such  establishment  in  the  city.” 

“It's  out  on  the  ishelbyville  pike,  sir;  and  I saw  the  Blind 
Asylum  myself.” 

" \ on  didn’t  see  any  asylum  at  all.  You  saw  the  Kentucky 
School  for  the  Blind,  but  there  is  no  asylum  for  blind  children  in 
the  I nited  States,”  and  after  giving  this  lesson  he  signed  the 
warrant. 

ft  is  believed  by  many  pai'ents  of  blind  children  that  if  they 
send  their  children  to  the  Institution  they  must  paid  with  them 
forever  ; that  the  children  will  be  taken  by  the  State  and  cared 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  very  name  asylum  carries  with 
it  the  idea  of  restraint  and  pierpetual  imtirisonment.  If  the 
parents  could  be  made  to  understand  that,  in  facd,  the  Institution 
is  simply  a boarding  school  of  the  highest  grade,  where  the 
session  lasts  hut  ten  months  of  the  year,  and  tluit  cr.ch  child 
I’eturns  to  its  home  in  the  summer  vactition;  and  that  while  at 
the  school  the  children  receiie  the  best  instrmdion  from  the 
best  teachers  that  the  Board  of  A'isitors  can  procure:  that 
the  Stiite  ])rovides  abumhince  of  wholesome  and  varied  food  for 
its  blind  wards;  that  it  luis  put  u]i  :i  large  building  etpiipped 
with  many  ex])ensive  tind  ingenious  forms  of  appartitus  for 
their  instruction  ; that  the  elements  of  a sound  English  educa- 
tion ;ind  careful  trtiining  iti  music  and  instruction  in  htindicraft 
are  gi'.cn  to  each  child — it  is  jirobable  that  every  intelligent 
l>arent,  who  wtis  able  to  conqirehend  the  immen.se  dill'ercnce 
between  an  educated  and  an  uneducated  blind  jicrson,  would  be 
willing  to  endure  the  ])angs  of  a temjioraiy  sejiaration.  and 
even  to  force  away  an  unwilling  idiild  from  its  mother's  arms  in 
order  that  it  might  return  to  those  iirms  with  its  ra<'c  illumined 
with  a new  light,  and  with  its  mental  eyes  opciu'd  u]i(  n tin' 
univei'se  of  literature  and  thought. 

The  Hoard  lunu'  used,  and  will  continue  to  use,  every  means 
in  their  ])ower  to  secure  a fuller  atleudauce  of  blind  children  at 
the  school.  They  luiv(>  issued  circulars  and  have  had  advertise- 


I'oi:  EDi;cATio.\  01'  tiik  iu.km). 


J I 

Tiients  in  flio  pajiers.  .setrin,<r  forth  tlie  I'hai'iK'fer  of  tho  soliool, 
and  ha\o  triotl  to  oiilist  tho  jiorsrnial  offorts  of  tho  inonibors  of 
tlie  Lniri^^latnre  to  bring  a knowledge  of  tlie  school  to  parents 
of  blind  children  among'  their  constituents. 

Ihe  failure  of  all  these  ])lans  makes  it  ajipear  that  better 
resnlts  might  be  secured  if  the  State  shonld  employ  an  agent  to 
visit  every  portion  of  the  State  to  lind  out  the  parents  of  lilind. 
and  of  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  feeble-minded  cbihtren  within 
the  .school  age.s.  and  .set  forth  to  them  the  opiiortnnities  the 
Stare  gives  for  the  iinprovement  of  the  condition  of  such 
children. 

Idind  child  should  be  sent^  to  school  when  it  is  eiii'ht  or 
nine  or  ten  years  of  age.  Every  year's  ilelay  tifter  that  time 
renders  the  task  of  its  educatior.  more  difticult  and  more  .slow. 
Fi'om  the  moment  it  reaches  the  Institution  the  sense  of  Imich 
has  to  be  jiersistently  tnuned.  Tiie  kindergarten,  with  its  great 
\ariiuy  of  devices  and  employments  for  busy  lingers,  is  of  ines- 
timable value  for  this  imrpose.  In  fact  its  i)rinci]>les  shoidd 
underlie  the  whole  course  of  instruction. 

The  chihl  in  this  deiiartment  learns  to  fold  i»aper  in  an 
inlinite  variety  of  form.s.  develo]iing  his  power  of  estimating 
distance  and  direction  and  proi)orlion  ; he  learns  to  weave 
together  sfi-ijis  of  paper  in  many  useful  and  beautiful  shapes, 
thus  cultivating  his  .sense  of  lorm  ;is  well  as  his  power  of  touch, 
and  training  faculties  he  will  ii.si*  in  the  workshop  when  older; 
he  is  taught  to  model  articles  in  clay  and  wax  and  .soap  in  order 
to  cidiivate  his  delicacy  of  manipulation,  and  to  prep.aie  him 
for  umlerstanding  all  objects  in  relief;  he  is  taught  to  handle 
blocks  and  fashion  with  them  many  objects,  thus  cultivating 
his  knowleilgc' ol  .solids;  he  is  taught  to  outline  sini])le  obje-ts 
with  needle  and  thread,  thus  learning  new  lessons  in  form  : and 
tibovc  all.  and  the  most  important  oi  all.  he  is  taught  in  his 
giimesand  phiys  and  work  to  be  patient  tind  helpful  and  kind. 

.\  Iter  the  kiiiilerg.'irten  the  course  of  tlu^  mamud  trtiiidng  is 
coniinueil  as  much  as  ])o.ssible.  Tht'  child  .studies  things  and 
moilelsof  things,  and  models  in  .sand  and  clay,  the  surface  of 
his  State  atid  country,  tind  the  grand  divisions  of  the  glolte.  lie 
is  taught  tooiitline,  by  nietuis  of  points  indented  in  ptiper  on  his 
writing  tJiblet.  the  boundaries  of  his  own  and  other  couidries. 


12 


KKPOIfl'  OF  KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION 


He  is  t;i light  lo  rend  raised  letters,  and  to  write  both  wltli  a lead- 
])en('il  for  liis  corresijondeiice  witli  the  seeing,  and  in  a,  system  of 
tangilile  dots  to  lie  read  liy  tlie  toiieli.  The  knowledge  of  read- 
ing, opens  to  liiin  file  world  of  literature  with  which  the  general 
government  ol  the  United  States  jirovides  him  in  abundance, 
through  the  ]iublications  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Hlind.  If  he  has  any  musical  alnlity,  it  is  scientilically  and 
sedulously  cultivated,  for  in  the  practice  of  the  art  of  music  he 
can  compete  with  his  seeing  comrades  oil  more  equal  terms  than 
in  any  other  occu])ation.  Meantime  the  blind  impil,  if  a girl,  is 
carefully  taught  the  use  of  the  needle,  and  leanis,  as  she  iiro- 
gresses,  how  to  patch,  and  darn,  and  mend,  how  to  knit,  how  to 
ii.se  the  sewing  machine,  and  the  knitting  machine,  and  finally, 
how  to  cut  out,  fit  together,  and  make  her  own  gannents.  If  the 
pupil  be  a boy,  he  is  also  taught  how  to  cane  chairs  in  many  va- 
rieties, how  to  make  brooms,  and  how  to  jiractice  simple  nphol- 
stei'y,  such  as  the  repairing  of  lounges  and  the  manufacture  of 
mattresses. 

In  this  course  of  study  and  develoimient,  extending  over 
eight  or  ten  years,  the  blind  child  has  gained  a confidence  in  his 
own  iiowers  that  enables  him  to  overcome,  to  a great  extent,  the 
natural  awkardness  of  blindness.  He  has  become  a youth  of 
intelligence,  an  agreeable  companion,  a self-respecting,  indepen- 
dent person,  familiar  with  current  events,  with  a well  trained 
mind,  and  familiar  with  the  amenities  of  civilized  life. 

h'rom  all  the.se  advantages,  benefits,  and  opportunities,  pro- 
vided so  freely  and  wisely  by  the  State,  that  parent  cuts  off  his 
blind  child  when  he  fails  to  jilace  him  in  school. 

The  degree  of  blindness  that  in’events  a child  from  getting  an 
education  in  ordinary  .schools,  will  place  it  among  those  who 
ought  to  be  taught  in  an  Institution. 

Only  about  one-third  of  the  pupils  at  jireseni  in  the  Ken- 
tucky Institute  for  the  Hlind  are  totally  blind.  Where  the 
blindness  is  not  apiparent  the  certilicate  of  a idiysician  is  re- 
quired befoi-e  the  applicant  can  be  received.  'Phe  terms  of  ad- 
nii.ssion  are  given  on  the  last  page  of  this  re])ort. 

The  following  statements  are  those  required  by  law  t(i  be  an- 
nually made. 


FUl:  ICDICATIOX  OF  THE  HLIXD. 
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Tlie  iiiniiher  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Institution  recoi'ds  dur- 
ing the  past  year  is  seventy-seven.  Their  names  and  residences 
are  as  follows : 


NAMKS. 

Amanda  Ann  Alkxandkk. 

I.IDIAN  liALI 

CHAKLKS  BaK<»N 

.IuHN  liKfKMAN 

Sakah  J.  Bkdi 

(‘IIAULKS  B'IHANON 
Kdw'AKD  Iio(J(}S 
OmKK  BrUHtS 
N ANt'v  Brooks 
Nan  NIK  P.  Brown 
Mary  Ann  Bittkim 
Anna  May  (.'arlislk 


RKSIDKNTKS. 

. Wuyiic  county. 

. Ilcndcr.'t)!!. 

. Louisville. 

. {..tHn.-^ville. 

. <)\ven.»l)oro. 
I..<'uisvill(*, 

Lowis  county. 
J^ewis  county. 
Kdinoiison  county. 
^V*tlr.'^aw. 

Edmonson  county. 
Henderson. 


Wn.i.i A.M  Carroli Louisville. 

('.\SKV Shelby  eimiity. 

SoiMiiA  CuiiMWKi.i Henderson. 

S.\MVKI.  Coknutt L.iurel  eounty. 

h.MM.v  ( VMMl.s.s liraeken  eonnty. 

•lusiAij  <’ri*ri-Ks Fjilinoulh. 

Hk.v.iami.v  M.  Dav Kliznbethtou-n. 

Ei.i.a  Dolan I.nuisville. 

Fkank  B.  Doi.i.ins (ilii.si;ow. 

.losKi’ii  .SiiiNKV  Fkanklin 1 1 ieknnin  eouiity. 

.SoniUA  Okkiiis Covington. 

Soph  RON  I A (fiHRoNs \llmny. 

('MAKI.KS  Edgar  (iRAVKs Mudison  county. 

IvATY  Hall  . Owen  county. 

.\nnik  Hamlin l^ouisvillc. 

(’akolink  Hartmktz Louisville. 

Lawrknck  Hai's.man Newport. 

KrtWAUD  Hkss Louisville. 

( iiARLK?*  IlniDoN (Jrayson  county. 

•Iamk.'^  Hopkins (Jnivc'.s  county. 

B.  B.  Hoskins Bfuli*  county. 

•losiK  Kkuin Ictrcrson  county. 

MAtiGiK  Kistnkr Loui.'.ville. 

•Iamks  KfiiN Louisville. 

Mary  Landiss Le.xiticjton. 

Tuo.mas  Lakciiman  I.,kwi.s Lfuiisville. 

Joiiv  I.oNu Ltnii.sville. 

•I  krry  1j>yd Jederson  county. 

Nancy  K.  .Ma'-ning jVfuiTay. 

-\lkr\  .Manning Murray. 


J4  ItlCI'Oin-  OF  KEN'IUCKV 

Ci.iKFuiuj  oVIautjx Xcwjtort. 

MrC.uiTiiv L.iiiisvill,-. 

Pai  i.ixk  MrCi-ritK Ml.  

BAKiiAFA  McKixxkv C,.,,],  ( 

I MOMAS  JIhDDIS Xclsull  (-(illntv, 

CiKOIiOIA  JIlLLKH iMt.  A'lTllDI). 

KoIIKKT  II.  MiiODY.  Jtl Tntill  c■(llllllv. 

Floha  Mookk Wliitl.'V  n.iml.v, 

Axxa  Miiuoax Mcutt  (•duiiiy. 

LuL'Y  MoHOAN* Sccitt  ('(UIIUV. 

Joiix  K.  Fukukli. (iniysuii  cniim.v. 

Sdsanka  l{(inKKTS FuhuA-i  ixiunty. 

Max  Rusiiixo ('iildwi'll  (■..urity, 

JOSEI'Ii  UlAN L.illUvillt', 

Lou].-;  Scii.iFUii L.niisvillc. 

Jaxk  SlIKliLEY IcfnTsoii  Onunty. 

ChaKLES  SlLLlMAN LmM>ivilk'. 

Elise  Sei.ke Linusvillc. 

Stites  SiiAKKARu Loukville. 

James  Sims Hurt  ruiinly. 

Faxny  Smith Ohio  cminty. 

Frank  Smith DaA'ton. 

Cakleton  Thompson  . ’ (iriivi'.-  county. 

Emile  Treiung Lou!>villc 

Amney  Tucker (Jldhain  county. 

Anna  Evaline  Vaughn Wcl»ti*r  county. 

Agatha  AVeaver Lewis  ccmnty. 

Ida  A\  EaVVKR Lewis  county. 

>^ANNY  AVkms Louisville. 

AVm.  Whelan Louisville. 

Marion  Wheeler Scott  county. 

James  AVhitty Louisville. 

Joseph  Wili.iams Muhlcnhcric  county. 

■Walter  Ualdkman  VTntkksmith Louisville. 

Laura  IIeli,  Yates Louisville. 

Balance  on  hand  Niocinbev  1.  1S84 EOi*  ‘O 

<Juai‘terly  allowance *J.J77 

Annual  allowance,  in  ])art 7.  Ilo  tK) 

(^uai'terly  allowanci* ll.'J40  DO 

<^uartcrly  allowances  in  part  with  i>arl  of  halance  due o.OOO  00 

llcceipts  from  work.sho]) o'Jo  00 

M iM'cllaneous  receipts l.'j 

'fotal  recei}its .’fLs.lsS  00 

'fotal  amounts  of  warrants  issued IS.H'.O 


Balance  due  the  'frcasinvr,  Novinnher.  1.  1885 5702  74 


FOK  KDUCA'I  liiX  (IF  TITK  HJ.IM). 


I.') 

In  piirrying  on  Tlie  work  during  the  past  year,  tlie  following 
named  persoii-s  have  been  employed  : ” 

A sujierinfendenr.  B.  B,  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  A]2a  a 
month. 

A matron.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  linntoon.  with  a .salary  of  s3:?^  a 
month. 

A teacher.  lili.ss  Aina  Grist,  with  a salary  of  s:i()  a month. 

A readier.  Miss  Josephine  Sloan,  with  a .salary  of  SJO  a 
month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  sjn  a montli. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  INIiss  Mary  Peilly.  with  a salary  of  s30 
a month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft.  1).  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  sjo  a 
month. 

A teacher  of  music.  Charh's  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  Sioo 
a month. 

A kindergarten  teacher.  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary 
of  s3i)  a month. 

A music  reader.  Mrs.  Aeppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  .sit) 
a month. 

An  a.s.sistant  pujiil  teacher.  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a salary 
of  -slo  a month. 

A g,irden(.n-  and  engineer.  Tlionias  Lucas,  witli  a salary  of 
Saa  a monih. 

A lireman  and  assistant  gardener.  Alex.  Lucas,  with  a .salary 
of  s2.a  a month. 

A cook.  Hannah  .Murphy,  witli  a .salary  of  sl8a  month. 

-Vn  a.ssisiant  cook.  Kate  Burke,  with  a .salary  of  814  a month. 

A laundress,  Bridget  Gurry,  with  a sahiry  of  .s|4  a month. 

A laundre.ss.  .Mary  Giii'ry.  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

.\  chainberm.iid,  Kate  Henh*y,  with  a salary  of  .$14  u month. 

.V  chambermaid.  .Vnnie  Kelley,  with  a sahiry  of  .$14  a,  month. 

.•\n  a.ssistant  chainliermaid.  .\nnie  Fahy.  with  a .salary  of  $14 
a month. 

.\  dining-room  girl,  Bridget  Cain,  with  a salary  of  $14  a 
month. 

-\n  assistant  dining-room  girl.  .Maggie  Henley,  with  a salary 
of  $14  a month. 
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All  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of 
sewing  and  handicraft,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the 
year ; the  others  are  employed  tor  the  full  year. 

The  publishers  of  the  Daily  Louisville  Courier- Journal,  the 
Musical  Eecord,  the  Christian  Standard,  the  Kentucky  Deaf 
IMute,  The  Index,  and  the  Goodson  Gazette  have  furnished 
copies  of  their  periodicals  regularly  and  gratuitously  to  the 
school,  and  the  pupils  have  listened  to  their  contents  with 
pleasure  and  profit. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  Huntoon,  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTE  ON  BUILDINGS  AND  SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kcntuchy  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen  : Your  Committee  would  respectfully  rexiort 
that  during  the  x^ast  year  they  have  suxiervised,  as  usual,  the 
Xnirchase  of  sux^x^lies  for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly 
transmitted  a monthly  statement  of  their  accounts  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of  these  statements 
is  herewith  axipended. 

All  of  which  is  resxiectfully  submitted, 

G.  H.  CociiKAN,  Ch'vi  n. 

W.  N.  ITaldeman. 

John  A.  Cauter. 


KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

i/Xp<‘nditii res  J'or  the  ) ear  endiin/  Oeloher  Isl,  ISHi). 


FOIJ  KDI’OA'rrnX  OF  TIIK  BLIND. 


Total 


I Septeinbtr  , 


August  . 


July 


May 


April 


M.rcli 


Kebruar. 


sasssss  gsasss; 

ippil  pS 


SggSSSSSs 

232s5||g| 


S = iSE 

SS-i 


i : g 


H,-S  : 

ssa  ^ 


SgS!;  |S3  i \ss  isss 

isSs  ^ 

Si  :2  ;§  : M ifi  1:^  • 
P is  a : : ; 

sisgs  :g3  ;§  is  12  M 
gps  [S5  is  'i  i I 

«>  i ^ri  ; M 

sgggggs  ■ i iggg  i i 
I5-P3S  i i 'SS:;  : 


: ^ ! 

M s is  I M 
nr  -M 

gsg  i igg  a 
=g  : Ki  =2 


:g  .ggg 


=;n£^iUin-ni 


i 

z 

I 

i 

I 


Sign  -sg 

SssS  s - ;s| 

Sig3g33  i ; is  igf! 
Sissnug  i i :s  :5a 

Sign  isilTig  in  i 

UH  ^ ;s 


Ssg  iss  j h jg 

n=i”"ini 

gg  snss 
-3  =-sa 


I 


: : 


is  is 
r s 


|J1,907  Ui  ?i8.90l  42 


List  of  Blind  Persons  between,  the  Ages  of  Six  and  Sixteen 


in  Kentn.ck!/,  According  to  the  United  Slates  Census,  of  ISSn. 


NAME. 

RES1I)ENCE. 

Evaline  Tavlor 

Neetsville 

Loui.sa  Holt 

Glenville 

IMiilli]!  Tcm^lev 

.")th  District 

Aremisia  iMoorc 

Surah  K.  Crutcher  ........ 

Jack  Murrell 

Gln.sgow 

Geo,  W.  Harrison 

Traev  Di.strict 

>raria  Dale 

Owiniisville 

Jane  K.  Schultz 

7th  Precinct 

Miillii'  .l!u-ks(,n 

7th  Precinct 

Lee  Jackson 

7tli  Precinct 

Lila  Jackson 

7th  Precinct 

Win.  Green 

A'cllow  Creek 

James  Noble 

Burlington 

Nanev  Wilhorst 

Hebron 

Dora  .Meintiro 

Upper  A.shlaiui  .... 

.Minnie  Esthatn 

Danville 

Ida  Gillospi 

Foster 

Oliver  .Johnson 

Sallv  Stamper 

Crockettsville 

Nanev  Spent  er 

Jett’s  Creek 

Marv  .Vnn  Jenkins 

Sju-ing  Lake 

llichard  Dowell 

Bewlcvville 

•Marv  Bilc.her 

London  

lanthv  Ivirbv 

U(»chester 

JanuLs  A.  Evans 

Burdens 

Win.  0,  Hose 

Burdens 

J.  M.  Sullivan 

Williams'  Mills  .... 

Wm.  B.  Freeze 

Murrav 

Carv  Phtilp.s 

Davton 

Gi'ortce  W.  Brewster 

Dora  Watkins 

Cnion  School-house.  . . 

Charlotte  Bowidl 

Baulina  B(*rrvman 

Eliza  Ann  Fox 

Pincliorn 

Jjiance  Brandenburg 

IMnchern  

Elizabeth  Beilman 

Alb(?rt  B.  Tlira.'^lier 

Albany 

Ueboci'a  Neel 

Pinev  Woods 

llobert  Clark 

Marion 

Arthur  Biiev 

ITiirricane 

Fannv  .Mullen 

Bcir.s  Mills 

Bamela  Jolinson 

Brownsville 

Susan  St»*Vi*ns 

NcwfouTHllatui 

Cliarle.s  licwi.s 

PlunimcrV  Landing  . . 

Jns.  V.  'Frane 

I’cik'B  .Mill 

Eliza  Mastm-s 

l^lrkc^■s  Mill 

Sam  Hawkins I 

Jjodgton 

.MiU-v  E.  Dull 

laincastcr 

COUNTY. 


Adaii'  county. 

Adair  county. 

Allen  county. 

Allen  county. 
Aiidersini  county 
Barren  county. 
Barren  county. 

Batli  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bell  county. 

Bo(me  c(‘unty. 

Boone  county. 

Boyd  county. 

Brtyle  county. 
Bracken  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breckinridge  county. 
Butler  county. 

FUUler  ('ounty. 

Butler  county. 

Butler  county, 
rakhvell  county. 
Calloway  county. 
Campbell  county. 
Carter  county. 
Chri.-tian  county. 
Clark  county. 

Clark  county, 

Clark  county. 

Clark  cHHUity. 

Clay  county. 

Clinton  county. 
Clinton  c«ninty. 
Crittenden  county. 

( 'rittendon  county, 
Crittenden  county. 
Iviinonso!!  county 
Klhott  county. 
KlcmiTig  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Fulton  ci'unty. 
Carrartl  cituniy. 
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LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS -Continued. 


RKSIDENCE. 


(’OVNTY. 


Com  Ball  .... 
Huldiih  J.  Beach  . 
Lucy  E.  Clifion  . 
Martha  Satulcrson 
Fanny  .).  (illbcrt . 
I*eterHale.  . . . 
Bertha  Middaiigh 
•las.  11.  Clever  . . 
Catharine  Clever . 
John  "VV.  Lauley  . 
John  Chatlin  . . 
Cha.<.  Chafiiri  . . 
Mority  Hall  . . . 
•Sally  K.  Henry  . 
Kitty  Wallace . . 
Eva  W'allace  . . 
Ja.s.  W.  Hnckett  . 
Candris  Luvnt  . 
Doncy  Powell  . . 
Su.«an  "'park.'*  , . 
Daniel  .‘Sparks  . . 
Margaret  Hector  . 
L.  Coliing.cworth  . 
.Minnie  >parks  . . 
Annie  Hill  . . . 
Mary  Hoock  . . . 
Anna  .Mayer.  . . 
Theresa  Pettitt . . 
James  Fleming  . 
Charles  Andie  . . 
John  Young  . . . 
('arry  Haber  . . . 
Cha.s.  Haber  . . , 
Eugene  Sherwo<«l 
(ieorge  Spence . . 
Katy  Swinefuse  . 
Kthvin  W.  Daih'V 
There.sa  Shlck  . *. 
Mahala  Bain  . . 

(tOijrge  F4)X  . . . 

William  Kirk  . . 
Isaac  M ills  . . . 
Permly  .Mills  . . 


Lancsb^ter  . . 
Mt.  Zion  . . 
Downingville 


Dukduiu 


Pollville  . . 
Pollvillu  . . . 
Hunting  Crock 
West  point  . , 
Wtst  Point  . . 


('yotbiaria 

('jirydon 

(’orydon 


Louisville | 

Fuirmount 

Tw(»-rnilo  precinct  • • • | 
T\V4>-niiIo  precinct  . . . ' 


Louisville  . . 
Louisville  . . 
Louisville  . . 
Louisville  . . 
Louisville  . . 
Louisville  . . 
LouiRvilb*  . . 
Painlsville  . 
Covington  . . 
Covington  . . 
Covington  . . 
Barbourville 
Barbourville 
Indian  Creek 


Sarah  A.  (iatnbrcl 
tleorge  Inman  . . 
Laura  B.  ])avis 
James  .M.  Adam.s 
Undsey  Adams 
Andrew  J.  Castle 
Alonzf*  Shc4rt  . . 
F.  Ingbain  . . . 
Marriey  ThatcluT 
Sarah  11.  Jone.s  . 
Ida  L«re  Heater  . 
Mary  Bennett  . . 
Lula  .M>)g(;ly.  . , 
Harrv  Augustus  . 
Frank  Cohan  . 
Emma  Camming' 


Baectri 


(’hcrf)keo  . . 
Cherokee  . . 
Pencil  Dn  hnrd 


(Ymeord.  . 
Smithland  . 
Srnithland  . 
Carrsville  . 
Adairville . 
Paducah . . 
Calhoun.  . 
Calhoun . . 


(larrard  county, 
(irant  county.  ' 
(Jrant  county. 

, C raves  counly. 

I (iraves  county. 

(f  raves  county. 
(Jreenup  county. 
Hancock  C(mnty. 
j Hancock  county. 

I Hardin  countv.* 
Hardin  county. 

I Hardin  county. 

I Harlan  county. 

I Harrison  countv. 

I Henderson  county. 
I Henderson  county. 

I Henry  county. 

I Jackson  county, 
i Jackson  county. 
Jackson  countv. 
Jackson  countv. 
Jackson  county. 
Jeflerson  county. 
Jetlerson  countv. 
Jetibrson  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Jetl'er.'ion  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
•Jclh^rson  cminty. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Jetlerson  county. 
Johnson  C()unty. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Kenton  county. 
Knox  county.* 
Knox  county. 

Knox  county. 

Knox  county. 

Kik»x  county. 

Knox  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Laurel  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Lawrence  county. 
Letcher  county.* 
Lewis  county.* 
Livingston  county. 
Livingston  county. 
J.-ivingston  county. 
Logan  county. 
McCracken  county. 
McLean  county. 
McLean  county. 
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LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS-Continued. 


NAMK. 

ItESIDEXCE. 

COUNTY. 

Ettii  .Mnsti-rs 

Foxtown 

Madison  count v. 

Arc‘hil)!ild  ilaytlon 

Martin  county. 

Hos>v  Wlu'iitly 

Lebanon 

Marion  coimtv. 

(ii'oriie  Wlu'utly 

I.ebonon 

Marion  eountv. 

.!nhn  W'lioatlv 

Lehantm  

Marion  eountv. 

Mlllv  F.  IwliUS 

Havsvillc 

Marion  eountv. 

Ki'iiiine  Tavlor 

New  .Market 

Marion  eountv. 

Maria  Paviio 

\\  asliini^ton 

Mason  county. 

Sarali  A.  Lif^tar 

Stewart 

Mercer  eountv. 

IviibiTt  

Merciir  county. 

.loliii  Yost 

Mercer  eountv. 

Anna  Mcaux 

Ilarrodsliure; 

Mercer  county. 

Uiiul  ('.  Strivii!;(' 

.Jelh'rsonville 

Alontj^ornerv  county. 

Xaiicv  A.  lliols 

.lertbrsoiiville 

Mont^omerv  eountv. 

Stojdioii  K.  •!.  liic.U 

.Jedersonvillc 

Monti?omerv  eountv. 

.Maviiarct  lliids 

.Jeffersonville 

M o n tg  o m e i*  v count}'. 

Fainiv  Pauburn 

.JcHersonville 

Montgomery  county. 

.Marv  -Mays 

M vers 

Mublcnbcrg  county. 

Martha  A.  .Mastortai 

New  Hope 

Nelson  county. 

.Matibla  Duncan 

Nelson  Furnace  .... 

Nelson  eountv. 

Dorcas  Cainpbcll 

Head  Quarters 

Nicholas  eountv. 

Ada  Shepherd 

Curlislc 

Nicholas  eountv. 

Khoda  Tickncr 

Centraltown 

Ohio  eountv. 

.James  Ayres 

Jjiisby's  Mill 

Owen  county. 

(Mnirles  O.  C.  Oaks 

Owslov  county. 

Win.  Holensworth 

Owslcv  county. 

C'haritv  Middleton 

Pendleton  eountv. 

Arthur  Daui^bcrtv 

Short  Creek  ■ 

Pendleton  eountv. 

dacv  J.  Porter 

Short  Creek 

Pendleton  eountv. 

Sally  Koberts 

JVrry  county. 

Polly  Jane  Grifling 

Perry  county. 

Dulcena  Harris 

Pike  county. 

Will,  (xibson 

Pike  county. 

Nancv  Osborn 

Shelbv  Creek 

Pike  county. 

Ira  Williamson 

Pond  Cre(*k 

Pike  county. 

Surah  .1.  Neal 

JJd  ^'otinif  Precinct . . . 

Powell  county. 

liiildK  V.  Straxtill 

Pulaski  county. 

liohcrt  .1.  Stra.Kiill 

Pulaski  county. 

.) ohn  1'.  Smilcv 

Pula.ski  ccninty. 

Nancy  Brownini^ 

Robertson  eountv. 

Sarah  Kcmcr 

Ktickcastle  eountv. 

JL>ckcastlc  eountv. 

M.rtim  lirv.mt' 

Rockcastle  county. 

Carrie  Miiorc 

(Voss  Hoads 

l{(»wan  <*ounty. 

Lucretia  Sorrel 

(’ross  Roads 

Rowan  county. 

.hilia  C'ascv 

Shelhvvillo 

Shelbv  county. 

David  llardestv 

1 larrisonville 

Slielbv  county. 

Harriet  Haki’r 

Shelbvville 

Shelbv  county. 

.John  Gavlcr 

Mansville 

Tavlor  county. 

l)onc;llis'<ircv 

KlUton  

l\)dd  county. 

Frank  (ircy 

Klkton  

Todd  c(»unty. 

Susan  .M.  Fayett 

Goshen 

“W  arren  county. 

Sada  .Manley 

Smith  (Jrove 

M arren  eountv. 

H.  M.  Border 

Washington  county. 

.James  Jice 

Monticello 

W ayne  county. 

.Mary  .J.  Wilson 

Webster 

M ebstcr  county. 

]j.  .J.  Sluainer 

Clavsville 

A\  ebster  county. 

ChriMinu  Claner 

ClaysvUle 

W ebsler  county. 
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LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS— Continued. 


NAME. 


RESIDENCE. 


COUNTY. 


L.  A.  Stone ; Jones’  Stand Webster  county. 

Amy  Bryant Whitley  county. 

.Fulia  Pelrey , Whitley  comity. 

Marion  Spencer [ Wolfe  ('ounty. 

Win.  I)nik(* I Wolf(*  i-dunty. 


* r 


Terms  of  Admission, 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission 
of  a child  to  tlie  Kentucky  Institute  for  tlie  Illind,  it  is  only 
re(]uired  that  the  child  he  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable 
To  get  an  education  in  the  onliniry  schools;  that  it  be  of  good 
health  and  sound  mind,  and  within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  ; 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Institution  is  neither  a lios- 
jiital  nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute,  the  fact  should 
be  so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and  in  that  case,  clothing 
will  be  provided. 

'J'he  school  .session  begins  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sep- 
tember. and  closes  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  .lune.  Pupils 
will  be  admitted  at  any  time,  but  they  are  much  benefitted  by 
beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the  ses.sion. 

Blind  ])ersons  over  eighteen  years  of  age  will  be  admitted 
only  upon  special  conditions. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the 
Superintendent,  or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheer- 
fully cori’espond  with  any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child 
in  the  Institution. 
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John  P.  Morton, 

John  A.  Carter, 

Hon.  H.  J.  Stites, 

Hon.  a.  a.  Stoll, 

Thos.  D.  Osborne. 

Treasurer. 

John  G.  Barret. 

Physician. 

Wm.  Bailey,  M.  D. 

Secretary  and  Super inte7id cut. 

B.  B.  Huntoon,  a.  ^I. 

Matron. 
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Teachers. 

Miss  Nina  V.  Griste. 

Miss  Julia  Burnell. 
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Miss  Joseimiine  Sloan. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT, 


To  IJic  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 

Education  of  the  Blind: 

Gkxti.k.mex  : During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Institu- 
tion has,  as  you  are  well  aware,  gone  on  with  regularity  and 
efiicienoy.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  seventy-seven. 
Eighteen  names  tliat  were  recorded  in  the  report  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  do  not  ajjpear  in'^this  report ; but  eighteen  new 
n;imes  have  l)een  added,  making  the  total  number  the  same. 

Of  those  who  have  left  some  have  completed  the  course,  the 
parents  of  some  have  removed  from  the  State,  and  some  have 
simi)!y  got  tired  of  going  to  school,  and  their  indulgent  parents 
have  permitted  them  to  stay  at  home. 

While  it  is  natural  to  think  that  blind  children  ought  to  be 
the  tnore  eager  to  learn  in  jiroportion  to  the  greater  benefit 
they  must  receive  from  an  education,  experience  shows  that 
they  are  no  fonder  of  their  books  and  of  the  I'oiitine  of  school 
life  than  their  seeing  brothers  ami  sisters.  Moreover,  the  nat- 
ural affection  that  is  increased  in  behalf  of  an  alllicted  child 
tends  both  to  make  the  jiarents  indulgent  and  the  child  exact- 
ing. As  a result,  Tuany  blind  chihlreu  never  get  any  education 
at  all  ; and  many  of  those  that  are  sent  to  school  lose  so  much 
of  their  tiiiH'  by  irregularity  of  attemlam^e  that  their  educ.ation 
amounls  to  but  little.  It  is  encouiaging  to  7iote,  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  thi‘  ))resent  school  se.s.sion  lifty-live  jmpils  answered 
to  their  names  at  the  lirst  roll-call  on  the  second  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  fact  shows  a growing  s(mse  on  (he  part  of  the 
l)arents  (jf  the  iinpormnce  of  having  their  children  ])resent 
promptly  at  the  beginning  of  school. 

To  teach  a blind  child  is  by  no  means  s slight  task  ; every 
day  is  of  value,  every  hour  has  its  apixhnted  duty;  the  nuss- 
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ing  of  a week  is  a misfortune,  the  missing  of  a month  should 
be  a sorrow,  while  the  loss  of  a year  is  a calamity. 

The  results  that  we  obtain  in  our  school  are  perpetual  mar- 
vels to  the  superficial  observer.  They  are  obtained,  howevei'. 
by  the  simplest  methods — unwearied  patience  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  and  constant  iteration.  The  blind  child  learns 
slower  than  a seeing  one,  for  the  great  gate  Beautiful,  of  the 
temple  of  the  senses,  is  closed ; nor  through  its  lovely  portals 
enter  in  the  lightning  flashes  of  perception,  illuminating  the 
mind  with  instantaneous  comprehension ; nor  pass  out  those 
glorious  messages  of  recognition  which  soul  sends  to  soul,  and 
which  give  to  a true  teacher  the  highest  possible  compensation 
for  all  her  labors.  Extra  duties  have  to  be  imposed  upon  the 
other  senses,  for  which  they  are  verj"  imperfectly  fitted  by 
nature  ; and  a long  course  of  training  is  essential  to  enable 
them  to  do  the  most  efficient  work.  The  over-indulgent  pa- 
rent, who  denies  the  inestimable  benefits  of  an  education  to 
his  blind  child  on  the  false  plea  that  the  child  will  pine  away 
for  its  home,  knows  little  of  the  elasticity  of  the  child's  na- 
ture. The  parents  grieve  over  the  absent  child  far  more  than 
the  child  for  its  home.  In  a few  days  the  child  delights  in  its 
new  home,  and  hails  with  ever-increasing  joy  the  use  of  new 
found  powers ; while  at  home  the  vacant  chair  and  the  loss  of 
the  familiar  presence  is  a con.stant  reminder  of  the  afflicted 
darling  on  whom  so  much  wealth  of  affection  has  been  lav- 
ished. 

Similar  in  kind  is  the  mistake  of  those  parents  who  allow  a 
few  days  or  a few  weeks  of  the  session  to  elapse  before  the 
child  is  sent  to  school,  and  who  send  for  the  child  a few  days, 
or  even  weeks,  before  the  school  is  out. 

These  are  hinderances  that  it  seems  iiroper  to  make  mention 
of  here,  because  the  parents  nmy  perluips  be  thus  made  to 
understand  how  they  can  help  in  the  work  of  benefiting  their 
blind  children, 

Earnest  efforts  Imve  been  made  during  the  yetir  to  bring  a 
knowledge  of  the  school  to  the  juirents  of  blind  children  in 
the  State.  These  efforts  ha\-e  residted  in  some  good  : but  if  tin 
agent  could  be  ajipointed  by  the  State  to  \’isit  every  precinct 
in  the  (lonimonwetdfh,  for  the  sole  imrpose  of  finding  out  the 
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parents  of  blind,  and  of  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  feeble-minded 
children  within  the  school  ages,  and  set  forth  to  them  the 
opportunities  the  State  gives  for  the  improvement  of  the  con- 
dition of  .such  children,  the  bles.sings  so  liberally  provided  by 
the  State  would  reach  many  more  than  now  receive  them. 

It  is  believed  by  many  parents  of  blind  children  that  if  they 
send  their  children  to  the  Institution  they  must  part  with  them 
forever  : that  the  children  will  be  taken  by  the  State  and  cared 
for  the  re.st  of  th.eir  lives.  The  very  name  tisylum  carries  with 
it  the  idea  of  restraint  and  perpetual  imprisonment.  If  the 
parents-could  be  made  to  unde,'stand  that,  in  fact,  the  Institu- 
tion is  simply  a boarding  schcol  of  the  highest  grade,  where 
the  session  lasts  but  ten  months  of  the  year,  and  that  each 
child  returns  to  its  home  in  the  summer  vacation  ; and  that 
while  at  the  school  the  childrm  receive  the  best  instruction 
from  the  best  teachers  that  the  Board  of  Visitors  can  procure; 
that  the  State  provides  abundance  of  wholesome  and  varied 
food  for  its  blind  wards;  tlmt  it  has  put  up  a large  building 
equipped  with  many  exi>ensive  and  ingenious  forms  of  appa- 
ratus for  their  instruction;  that  the  elements  of  a .sound  Eng- 
lish education  and  careful  training  in  music  itnd  instruction  in 
handicraft  are  given  to  each  child— it  is  ju-obable  that  every 
intelligent  parent,  who  was  able  to  comprehend  tin;  immen.se 
dilference  between  an  educated  and  uneducated  blind  ])erson, 
would  be  willing  to  endure  the  ]iangs  of  a fcm])or:iry  separa- 
tion, tlmt  the  child  might  return  home  with  its  face  illumined 
with  a new  light,  and  with  its  immtal  eyes  opened  upon  the 
universe  of  literature  and  thought. 

A blind  child  should  be  sent  to  .school  when  it  is  eight  or  nine 
or  ten  years  of  age.  Every  year's  delay  after  that  time  renders 
the  task  of  its  education  more  difficult  and  more  slovv,  and  its 
education  more  incomphUe.  Erom  the  moitient  it  reaches  the  In- 
stitution the  stmse  of  touch  has  to  by  pi*rsistently  tiained.  'I’he 
kindergarten,  with  its  great  variety  of  devices  and  em])loy- 
meiits  for  busy  fingers,  is  of  inestimable  value  for  this  ])ur- 
fiose.  In  fact,  its  ])rinciiiles  should  underlie  the  whole  course 
of  instruction. 

'Pile  child  in  this  department  learns  to  fold  paper  in  an  infin- 
ite variety  of  forms,  develoiiing  Ids  power  of  estimating  dis- 
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taiice  and  direction  and  proportion  ; he  learns  to  weave  together 
strips  of  paper  in  many  useful  and  beautiful  shapes,  thus  culti- 
vating his  sense  of  form  as  well  as  his  power  of  touch,  and 
training  faculties  he  will  use  in  the  workshop  when  older;  he 
is  taught  to  model  articles  in  clay  and  wax  and  soap  in  order 
to  cultivate  his  delicacy  of  manipulation,  and  to  preiiare  him 
for  understanding  all  objects  in  relief ; he  is  taught  to  handle 
blocks  and  fashion  with  them  many  objects,  thus  cultivating 
his  knowledge  of  solids ; he  is  taught  to  outline  simple  objects 
with  needle  and  thread,  thus  learning  new  lessons  in  form  ; and 
above  all,  and  the  most  important  of  all,  he  is  taught  in  his 
games  and  plays  and  work  to  be  patient  and  helpful  and  kind. 

After  the  kindergarten  the  course  of  the  manual  training  is 
continued  as  much  as  possible.  The  child  studies  things  and 
models  of  things,  and  models  in  sand  and  clay,  the  surface  of 
his  State  and  country,  and  the  grand  divisions  of  the  globe. 
He  is  taught  to  outline,  by  means  of  points  indented  in  paper 
on  his  writing  tablet,  the  boundaries  of  his  own  and  other  coun- 
tries. He  is  taught  to  read  raised  letters,  and  to  write  both 
with  a lead-pencil  for  his  correspondence  with  the  seeing,  arid 
in  a system  of  tangible  dots  to  be  read  by  the  touch.  The 
knowledge  of  reading  opens  to  him  the  world  of  literature  with 
which  the  general  government  of  the  United  States  provides 
him  in  abundance,  through  the  publications  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  If  he  has  any  musical  ability  it 
is  scientilically  and  sedulously  cultivated,  for  in  the  iiractice  of 
the  art  of  music  he  can  compete  with  his  seeing  comrades  on 
more  equal  terms  than  in  any  other  occiqiation.  Meantime  the 
blind  pupil,  if  a girl,  is  carefully  taught  the  use  of  the  needle, 
and  learns,  as  she  progresses,  how  to  patch  and  darn  and  mend, 
how  to  knit,  how  to  u.se  th(“  sewing  machine  ami  the  knitting 
machine,  and  linally,  how  to  cut  out,  lit  together,  and  make 
her  own  garments.  If  the  luipil  be  a boy,  he  is  also  taught 
how  to  cane  chairs  in  many  varieties,  how  to  make  brooms, 
and  how  to  ]>raclice  sinqile  upholstery,  such  as  the  repairing 
of  lounges  ami  the  mauufactui'e  of  mattresses. 

'I'he  ])hy.sical  welfare  of  the  chihlnm  is  as  carefully,  sy.stem- 
alicidly,  and  tenderly  cared  for  as  any  other  ]iart  of  their 
training.  They  are  requiKsI  to  take  regular  ilaiiy  exerci.se 
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in  light  gymnastics  under  the  direction  of  a teacher,  and  are 
encouraged  in  every  way  to  exercise  in  tlie  open  air.  Appa- 
ratus for  outdoor  sport  in  the  shape  of  swings,  seesaws  and 
small  wagons  is  provided  for  them,  and  the  boys  have  devised 
for  tliemselves  a peculiar  kind  of  base-hall,  which,  so  far  as 
noise  and  enjoyment  is  concerned,  is  fully  !is  satisfactory  to 
them  as  similar  games  to  other  boys. 

In  this  course  of  study  and  development,  e.xtending  over 
eight  or  ten  years,  the  blind  child  has  gained  a conlidence  in 
his  own  powers  that  enables  him  to  overcome,  to  a great  e.x- 
tent,  the  natural  awkwardness  of  blindness,  lie  has  become  a 
youth  of  intelligence,  an  agreeable  companion,  a self-respect- 
ing. independent  person,  familiar  with  current  events,  with  a 
well  trained  mind,  and  familiar  with  the  amenities  of  civilized 
life. 

The  General  Assembly  in  1884,  with  remarkalile  unanimity, 
(here  being  hut  one  di.s.sentient  vote  in  both  Houses,  passed  an 
act  creating  a department  for  the  education  of  the  colored 
lilind  children,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  to  ei-ecf  a sei)arate  building  for  tlie  purpose.  IMr.  C.  J. 
Clarke,  architect,  was  employed  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  to 
draw  iij)  jilans  and  speciticatioiis  for  the  building,  which  were 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions  of  tlie 
Legislature  and  a])proved  by  them,  and  this  beautiful  building 
is  now  finished  and  stands  a noble  witness  to  the  wi.sdom  and 
philanthropy  of  our  people,  and  the  progress  of  our  Christian 
civilization. 

'File  building  having  been  completed  according  to  tin-  terms 
of  the  act,  the  General  Assembly  of  bSSo-SI)  appropriated  five 
thousand  dollars  loi-  putting  in  a steam  heating  a])paratus, 
for  gra<ling,  ]iaving.  <'tc.,  and  for  furnishing  (he  building;  and 
three  (housainl  dollars  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  a school 
for  the  colored  blind  children  in  the  State,  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  and  entitled  to  the  same  |>rivileges  :is  the  white 
bliml  child. 

The  school  was  formally  opened  October  4.  ISSti. 

'File  following  statements  are  those  required  by  law  to  be 
annually  made  : 
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Tlie  names  and  residences  of  the  pupils  in  the  colored  depart- 
ment are  as  follows  : 

yaynfts.  Rtsidcnces. 

William  Everktt Mt.  Sterling, 

Amanda  IIacel  Lke Lexington. 


The  names  and  residences  of  the  white  children  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


Aamc.s. 

Amanda  Ann  Alexanijek 
Thbodore  Amendt  .... 

Charles  Andte 

Lilian  Ball 

Charles  Bailey 

('iiarle.s  Baron 

John  Beckman 

Sarah  J.  Bell 

Ldavard  Boggs 

Omer  Boggs 

Nancy  Brooks 

Mary  Ann  Buttrum  . . 

Anna  May  Carlisle  . . . 

Martha  Carr 

JrLiA  Casey 

Sophia  Cromavell  .... 

Samuel  Cornett 

Emma  Cum.mins 

JOSIAH  CUPPLES 

liEN.IAMIN  M.  D.VY  .... 

Alice  Degman 

Ella  Dolan  

Lkaa'is  Flynn 

William  Fry 

Sophia  Ckkdis 

Soi’HRONIA  (iinnoNs  . . . 
Fkrley  S.  OoonwiN  . . . 

ClIAULKS  FogAR  CUAVKS  . 

C’auolink  Uautmktz  . . . 
Laavkknce  Hacsman  . . . 

Edward  Hess 

ClIAULKS  Higdon 

James  Hoi-kins 

Katie  Kern* 

M AGGIE  K ISTN  EK 


Refddences. 
Wayne  county. 
LudloAv. 

LouisA'ille. 

ireiider.soii. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

0\vensl)oro. 

LeAvis  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Edmonson  county. 
Edmonson  county. 
Henderson. 
Eninkliu  couniy. 
Shelby  county. 
Henderson. 

• Laurel  county. 
Bracken  county. 
Falm6uth. 
Elizabethtown. 
Mason  county. 
Lt>uisville. 

Estill  county. 
Louisville. 

{ ’oA'ingitoi. 

.Mbany. 

Monroe  county. 
Madison  count  a. 
Ltmi.sville. 
NcAvporl. 
Louisville. 

Crny.son  county. 
Craves  county. 
lA)ui>ville. 
Taniisville. 
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Xames. 

Lizzie  Kyle 
Tuon[as  Lkachman  Lewis 
John*  Long 
Nancy  E.  ^Manning 
Alkra  Manning  . 
Cliefoud  Martin 
Mu’iiaei.  McCarthy 
Mollik  McClk.ary  . 
Pauline  Mi;('i.rRE  . 
Barrara  McKinney 
Thomas  Medhis  . . 
Georgia  Miller  . . 
Kohkrt  TI.  Moody.  .Jr, 
Flora  Moore 
Anna  M<»R(l\n  . . 

“Wm.  N elson  . . . 

.Samuel  W Nolan 
Harry  Phister  . 

Amy  Pikdfourck 
.John  K.  Pi  KrKl.L  . 

Alic  e PkANUAi.E  . 

Susanna  IIorkrt^ 

.Joseph  PiVan  . . 

IacUIS  ?f<  HAFER  . 

Charles  Silliman 
Ellse  Selkk  . . . 

Fanny  Smith 
Frank  Smith 
.John  Sudhuth 

('aRI.P:TON  'I  HOMI'SON 

Emile  Trkihng 
Amnkv  Tucker 
Lee  Tuijor 
Anna  J’Aalink  Vaugi 
In  A Weaver 
Wm.  Whelan 
Marion  Wheeler 
.Joseph  Williams 
Walter  Hai.hkman  W 
.1 A M ES  K UMN  . . . 


Resu/enres. 

Louisville*. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Murmy. 

, Murray. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

.Mt.  \’eruou. 

Crab  Orchard. 
Nelson  county. 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Todd  county. 
Whitley  county. 
Scott  county. 
Hopkinsville. 
Fayette  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 

Grayson  county. 
Louif>vllh-. 

Piila.*'ki  county. 

Jjouisvillc. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Ohio  county. 
Dayton. 

Irvine  eounty. 
Graves  eounty. 
T,,ouisvillc. 

Ohihain  county. 
I,(CxiiHcton.  Ky. 
AVt‘!)sti*r  eounty. 
Lewis  Ci»nnty. 
Loui.'villo. 

Si’olt  ctiunty. 
Muhlenher^  county. 
Louisville. 
Loui.'Vllle. 
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Tn  carrying  on  the  work  during  the  past  year,  the  following 
named  xiersons  have  been  employed  : 

A superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  ijlSo  a 
month. 

A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  §33 J a 
month. 

A teacher.  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a salary  of  §30  a month. 

A teaclier.  Miss  Josephine  Sloan,  with  a salary  of  §30  a 
month. 

A teacher,  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a salary  of  §30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Mary  Reilly,  with  a salary  of  §30  a 
month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  I).  Lasch,  with  a salary  of  §40  a 
month. 

A teacher  of  music,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  §100 
a month. 

A kindergarten  teacher,  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of 
§30  a month. 

A music  reader,  Mrs.  Neppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  §10 
a month. 

An  assistant  pufiil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  witli  a salary 
of  §15  a month. 

A gardener  and  engineer,  Thomas  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  §60 
a mouth. 

A lireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Alex  Lucas,  with  a salary 
of  §40  a month. 

.V  cook,  Hannah  IMurphy,  with  a salary  of  §18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Marj^  Carr,  with  a salary  of  §14  a month. 

A laundress,  Bridget  Curry,  with  a salary  of  §14  a month. 

.\  laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salai'y  of  §14  a month. 

.V  chambei'maid,  Kate  Heidey,  with  a salary  of  §14  a month. 

A chamliermaid,  Annie  Kelley,  with  a salary  of  §14  a month. 

An  assistant  chambermaid,  Annie  Fahy,  with  a salary  of  §14 
:i  month. 

A dining-room  g'irl,  Lizzie  Riley,  with  a salary  of  §14  a 
month. 

.\  dining-room  girl,  Maggie  Henley,  with  a salary  of  §14  a 
mouth. 
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All  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of 
sewing,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the  year  ; the 
others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  Institution  during  the 
year  have  been  as  follows  ; 

RKCEirTS. 


March  1. 
May  11. 
July  23. 
October  31. 
October  31 . 


From  State  Treasurer  ... 
From  Slate  Treasurer  ... 
From  State  Treasurer  . • . 


Workshop 

Miscellaneous  receipts 


Total 

IJalance  due  treasurer  November  1,  1S8G 


Total  amount  paid  on  warrants  . 
Due  treasurer  November  1.  1885 


Expenses. 


$5,000  00 
5.000  00 
2,310  00 
385  00 


37  15 

$12,732  15 
6,131  72 

$18,863  87 


. $18,061  14 
802  73 


$18,863  87 


The  following  is  the  account  of  the  architect,  Mr.  C.  .1. 
Clarke,  for  the  building  for  the  colored  blind : 


Excavation.  Dan  Tiernan,  contractor 

Stone  foundation.  C.  Stengel,  contractor 

Iron  lintela  and  grate..,  Snead  A Bibb,  contractors 

Brick  work,  John  Bornhauser  A Co./contractors 

Cut  stone  work,  Peters  A Burghard,  contractors 

Carpenter's  work,.lobn  Baunieister, contractor 

Plastering,  Euler  A Stephens,  contractors 

Tin  work  and  registers,  (ico.  L.  Smith,  contraetor  , . . . 

Painting  and  glazing,  S.  J.  Sehwulk,  enntraetor 

Iron  areli  bar.  Merz  Architeetural  Iron  Works,  contraetor 

Plumbing,  gas-fltting  and  drainage 

Arehiteet,  C,  -T.  Clarke 


$277  60 
1,211  10 
1,60  00 
6,050  75 
1,057  02 
5,100  00 
818  00 
740  00 
6i)(i  00 
8 75 
1,007  57 
840  45 


Interest  

Proportional  share  of  cost  of  land 


$17,770  04 
12G  10 
2,007  50 

$20,000  00 


Tlte  publishers  of  the  daily  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  the 
Musical  Record,  the  Christian  Standard,  the  Kentucky  Deaf 
Mute,  The  Index,  and  the  Goodson  Gazette  have  furnished 
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copies  of  their  periodicals  regularly  and  gratuitously  to  the 
school,  and  the  pupils  have  listened  to  their  contents  with 
pleasure  and  profit. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  Hun'toon’,  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDINGS  AND  SUPPLIES 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  ; 

Gextlejiex  ; A^our  Committee  would  respectfully  rei^ort  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  supervi,sed,  as  usual,  the  pur- 
chase of  , supplies  for  the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  trans- 
mitted a monthly  statement  of  their  accoirnts  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of  these  statements  is  here- 
with appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

G.  H.  Cochran,  Chainnan, 
W.  N.  Hal  DEM  AX, 

John  A.  Carter. 
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EXPENDITURES— Con  ti  n ued . 
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APPENDIX  A. 


CHAPTER  40a.  • 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  “An  a(  t ostuMishing  an  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Hlind  of  Kentucky,'’  approved  the  Jlfth  of  Fobrunry,  1842. 

WnEKEAS,  It  is  expedient  as  well  as  just  to  make  adequate 
and  suitable  provision  for  the  education  of  the  colored  blind 
children  of  this  ComnionweaLh ; and  whereas,  by  reason  of 
physical  infirmity  and  the  helpless  condition  of  the  blind  of 
both  races,  resulting  from  the  loss  of  sight,  a separate  provis- 
ion should  be  made  for  each  race ; and  whereas,  wise  economy 
and  due  efficiency  require  that  the  education  of  both  races 
should  be  uuder  the  sole  management  of  the  Kentucky  Insti- 
tution for  the  Education  of  the  Blind ; therefore, 

Be  it  enneted  hy  the  General  AssenMy  of  Hie  Qomnionwealth 
of  Kentucky : 

§ 1.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  aiipropriated,  out  f)f  any  money  in  the  Ti'eas- 
ury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  erect  a suitable  building 
or  buildings  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  separate  and  apart  from 
the  premises  now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  to  be  used  for,  and  devoted  to, 
the  sole  and  exclusive  occupation  of  the  colored  blind  chil- 
dren of  this  Commonwealth;  Pronided,  'I’liat  the  sum  hereby 
appropriated  shall  be  paid  in  four  equal  installments  of  live 
thousand  dollars  each,  in  the  following  manner  and  as  herein- 
after provided,  to  wit  ; Five  thousand  dollars  when  the  build- 
ing or  buildings  provided  for  in  this  section  shall  be  in  the 
process  of  erection,  of  which  fact  the  Treasurer  shall  be  duly 
notified  by  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  in  writing,  signed  by 
the  President  and  Secretary  ; and  live  thousand  dollars  quar- 
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teiiy  thereafter,  except  the  last  payment,  which  shall  be  re 
tained  by  the  Treasurer  until  the  said  building  or  buildings 
shall  have  been  completed  and  accepted  and  received  by  said 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  said  'Preasurer  is  duly  notified  as  afore- 
said of  said  fact. 

§ 2.  The  blind  children  aforesaid,  when  such  buildings  shall 
have  been  erected,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on  equal  terms 
their  due  proportion,  according  to  numbers,  all  rights,  benefits, 
and  privileges  secured  to  the  white  blind  children  of  this  Com- 
monwealth by  the  act  establishing  the  Kentucky  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  and  all  subsequent  enactments 
in  relation  thereto  : Provided,  however.  That  the  blind  children 
of  both  races  shall  be  under  the  same  general  management 
and  under  one  and  the  same  Siqierintendent,  who,  with  all 
other  officers  of  said  Institution,  shall  be  elected  by,  and  sub- 
ject in  all  respects  to,  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  said  Institution,  as  heretofore  provided  by  law. 

§ 3.  The  Board  of  Trustees  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  purchase  additional 
land  to  carry  into  effect  the  purpose  of  this  act,  taking  the 
title  thereto  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  by  deed  with 
general  warranty : Provided,  however,  That  if  any  part  of  the 
said  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  used  for  that  luirpose, 
a sufficient  amount  thereof  shall  be  retained  for  the  erection  of 
the  building  or  buildings  aforesaid. 

§ 4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  ptassage. 

Cii.-vs.  Oefutt, 

Speaheo'  of  the  House  of  Pepresentatives. 

Ben.  S.  Robisins, 

Pro  tern.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Apiproved  March  27,  1884. 

J.  Pkoctok  Knott. 

By  the  Governor : 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secrretary  of  Stale. 

COMMUJNAVEALTIl  OF  KENTUCKY, 

Office  of  the  Secuetaky  of  St.\te. 

I,  J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State  for  tlie  Commonwealth 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  has  been 
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carefully  compared  by  me  with  the  original  on  tile  in  this  office, 
whereof  it  purports  to  be  a copy,  and  that  it  is  a true  and 
exact  copy  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I hereto  sign  my  name,  and  cause 
my  official  seal  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  Frankfort,  this 
t-'"  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.  I).  1884. 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Seereiary  of  State. 
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CHAPTER  102.0. 

AN  ACT  for  tho  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 

Blind. 

WiiEEEAS,  By  the  act  a pj) roved  March  27.  1884,  entitled 
“An  act  to  amend  an  act  establishing  an  Institntion  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  of  Kentucky,”  approved  the  fifth  of 
February,  1842,  there  was  appropriated  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  tor  the  colored  blind  children  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ; and  whereas,  the  terms  and  provisions  of  said 
act  have  been  complied  with  by  the  purchase  of  additional 
land  contiguous  to  said  Institution  and  the  title  vested  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  and  the  building  thereon  is 
now  under  roof  and  in  the  process  of  finishing ; and  whereas, 
by  the  terms  of  the  act  aforesaid  the  sum  ai:)propriated  thereby, 
when  fully  paid,  will  complete  the  building  aforesaid  ; and 
whereas,  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  intent  of  the  act  afore- 
said, namely,  to  establish  and  maintain  a school  for  the  col- 
ored blind  children  of  the  Commonwealth,  a further  appro- 
priation will  be  required  tor  the  necessary  equipment  of  said 
ground  and  building  for  the  purposes  intended ; and  wdiereas, 
an  annual  appropriation  also  will  be  required  to  jilace  the  col- 
ored blind  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  white  blind  children 
of  this  Commonwealth  in  maintaining  a school  in  their  behalf ; 
therefore. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Comm.oimealth 
of  Kentucky  : 

§ 1.  That  the  sum  of  live  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  approi)riated,  to  be  applied  to  the  proper  furnishing 
of  the  building  with  heating  apparatus  and  such  utensils,  fur- 
niture and  appliances  as  may  he  needed  for  the  carrying  on 
of  a school  for  blind  children  ; a.nd  also  for  the  luoper  grading 
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and  fencing  of  the  grounds,  and  the  construction  of  needed 
footways  and  approaches  from  the  street  to  the  building  and 
between  the  buildings. 

§ 2.  That  the  further  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  annually  in  equal 
quarterly  installments,  for  the  sole  and  exclusivive  tise  of  the 
colored  blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth  ; which  money 
shall  be  expended  in  a similar  manner  and  under  the  same 
limitations  that  the  money  apju'opriated  for  the  use  of  the 
white  blind  children  in  said  Institution  is  now  expended  : Pro- 
vided, however.  That  no  portion  of  the  sums  hereby  appropri- 
ated shall  be  paid  until  the  building  aforesaid  is  completed 
and  paid  for,  and  made  ready  for  the  use  and  occupation  of 
the  colored  blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  of  this 
fact  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  is  first  duly  certified  in 
writing  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind.  Chas.  Offutt, 

Ppedker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

James  E.  Hindman, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  May  10,  1886. 

J,  Proci'Or  Knott. 

By  the  Governor : 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY, 

Office  of  the  Seoretara'  of  State.' 

1,  J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Commonwealth 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  has  been 
carefully  compared  by  me  with  the  original  on  file  in  this  oflice, 
whereof  it  purports  to  be  a cojiy,  aiid  that  it  is  a true  and 
exact  copy  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I hereto  sign  my  name,  and  cause 
my  official  seal  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  Frankfort,  this 
1 1,,  s.  J clay  of  May,  A.  D.  1886. 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State. 

By  11.  M.  McCarty,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Terms  of  Admission, 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission 
of  a child  to  the  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only 
required  that  the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable 
to  get  an  education  in  the  ordinary  schools  ; that  it  be  of  good 
health  and  sound  mind,  and  within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  ; 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Institution  is  neither  a hos- 
pital nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute,  the  tact  should 
be  so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and,  in  that  case,  clothing 
will  be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sep- 
tember, and  closes  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June.  Piqjils 
will  be  admitted  at  any  time,  but  they  are  much  benefited  by 
beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the  session. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the 
Superintendent,  or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheer- 
fully correspond  with  any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child 
in  the  Institution. 
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Superintendent’s  Report, 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Ed- 
ucation of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  In  presenting  to  you  this  annual  summary  of  the 
year’s  work,  with  the  details  of  which  you  are  perfectly  familiar, 
from  your  visits  to  the  Institution  and  from  your  attendance  upon 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Beard,  I have  had  in  mind  a larger 
circle  of  interested  readers. 

I have  thought  of  those  who  will  probably  read  it— the  Gov- 
ernor, the  members  of  the  Legislature,  the  parents  of  the  blind 
children  under  our  care,  and  the  few  students  of  our  national  sys- 
tem of  education  and  charity. 

The  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  and  its  legislators  know  that 
a large  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  State  is  devoted  to  her  chari- 
table and  educational  institutions.  That  these  should  be  maintained 
with  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency,  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
So  far  as  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
is  concerned,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  more  important  educational 
work  is  carried  on  in  the  State.  Children,  in  the  full  possession 
of  all  their  faculties,  could  hardly  grow  up  in  total  ignorance, 
even  if  there  were  no  public  schools — and  it  is  possible  for  a 
community  to  maintain,  in  the  absence  of  public  schools,  a very 
complete  system  of  private  schools.  But  for  blind  children  the 
schools  e.stablished  by  the  various  States  are  the  only  means 
by  which  the  blind  can  be  rescued  from  the  double  darkness  of 
ignorance  and  blindness. 

Almost  every  State  in  our  Union  maintains  a school  for  the 
blind.  There  are  thirty  of  them  in  existence,  and  every  two 
years  their  officers  and  teachers  meet  at  some  one  of  the  vari- 
ous places  where  these  schools  are  situated,  and  take  counsel 
together  for  their  mutual  improvement.  Much  good  comes  from 
these  conferences  in  the  interchange  of  experience,  the  discus- 
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sion  of  new  methods,  the  display  of  new  apparatus,  and  the  union 
for  organized  work.  Through  such  co-operation  the  United  States 
Government  has  been  induced  to  endow  with  $250,000  the  Amer- 
ican Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  situated  in  Louisville,  in  a 
building  and  upon  grounds  belonging  to  the  State,  where  the 
annual  interest  of  the  endowment  is  e.xpended  in  making  books 
and  tangible  apparatus  for  the  blind,  and  distributing  them  free 
to  the  various  Institutions,  in  quantities  dependent  upon  their  size. 

Through  these  conferences  and  through  the  published  reports 
of  the  various  schools,  we  find  that  the  purposes  of  these  schools 
are  generally  alike — and  the  difficulties  that  are  felt  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  are  common  to  all.  Apart  from  the  question  of 
management,  which  is  widely  different  in  the  different  States,  and 
which  in  many  cases  is  so  faulty  as  to  be  , an  effectual  bar  to 
progress,  the  schools  for  the  blind  all  fail  to  reach  a very  large 
proportion  of  those  for  whom  they  were  intended.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  fully  three-fourths  of  the  blind  children  in  the  country 
are  growing  up  in  ignorance. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  have  used,  and  will  continue  to  use,  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  secure  fuller  attendance  of  the  blind  chil- 
dren of  the  State  upon  the  school.  They  have  issued  circulars 
and  have  had  advertisements  in  the  papers  setting  forth  the  char- 
acter of  the  school.  The  means  that  have  been  most  productive 
of  good  have  been  the  personal  efforts  made  by  members  of  the 
Legislature  to  bring  a knowledge  of  the  school  to  parents,  of 
blind  children  among  their  constituents.  Nevertheless,  if  an  agent 
could  be  appointed  by  the  State  to  visit  every  portion  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  find  out  the  parents,  both  white  and  black,' 
of  blind,  and  of  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  feeble-minded  children 
within  the  school  ages,  and  set  forth  to  them  the  opportunities 
given  by  the  State  for  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  it  is 
probable  that  the  usefulness  of  the  Institutions  would  be  largely 
increased. 

Doubtless  there  is  in  many  cases  entire  ignorance,  even  of 
the  existence  of  a free  State  boarding  school  for  blind  children. 
Doubtless  many  who  have  heard  of  the  school  call  it,  and  suppose 
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it  to  be,  an  " asylum  ” for  the  blind,  into  which,  if  the  parent 
would  consent,  the  child  would  be  taken  and  cared  for  all  the 
days  of  its  life. 

The  American  idea  of  a school  for  the  blind  is  as  far  re- 
moved from  its  being  an  asylum  on  the  one  hand,  as  it  is  from 
its  being  a hospital  for  the  cure  of  sore  eyes  on  the  other.  Its 
work  is  strictly  educational,  and  it  is  e.stablished,  not  out  of  char- 
ity for  the  afflicted,  but  from  a sense  of  justice  that  recognizes 
the  fact  that,  under  the  principlessl  of  our  Government,  a free  edu- 
cation is  the  birthright  of  every  child  in  the  Republic — and  that 
wherever  there  are  natural  deficiencies  to  interfere  with  the  ordi- 
nary acquisition  of  an  education  that  will  prepare  the  child  for 
citizenship,  special  provision  must  be  made  that  no  class  grows  up 
in  ignorance. 

Contrary  to  the  general  belief,  Nature  makes  no  compensation 
for  a missing  sense,.  One  faculty  being  gone,  the  whole  organism 
is,  by  just  that  much  loss,  a cripple.  It  is  only  by  constant  iteration 
and  unwearied  patience  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  that  the  other 
senses  can  be  trained,  after  a long  course  of  treatment,  to  perform 
duties  for  which  they  are  imperfectly  fitted.  The  process  is  a 
slow  one,  and  should  begin  early  in  the  child's  life  and  be  kept 
up  without  intermi.ssion.  Hence,  the  blind  child  should  be  sent 
to  school  at  eight  or  nine  y^ears  of  age ; and  no  overindulgent 
parent  should  be  so  careless  of  the  child’s  true  welfare  as  to 
cruelly  delay  the  work  which  will  confer  upon  it  the  inestimable 
benefits  of  an  education. 

Said  a weeping  mother,  as  she  parted  from  her  afflicted  little 
daughter  of  tender  years  at  the  entrance  to  our  school:  “It  is 
hard  to  leave  her  with  strangers,  but  it  is  harder  still  to  see 
my  other  children  with  good  eyes  learning  to  read  and  to  write, 
and  this  one  sitting  in  the  corner  growing  up  in  darkness  and 
ignorance.’’  And  so  this  wise  and  loving  mother  was  willing  to 
endure  the  pangs  of  a temporary  separation,  that  the  child  of 
her  greatest  solicitude  might  return  home  with  its  face  illumined 
with  a new  light,  and  with  its  mental  eyes  opened  upon  the 
universe  of  literature  and  thought. 
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And  the  results  everywhere  obtained,  in  all  our  American  schools 
for  the  blind,  are  such  as  to  fully  justify  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance. To  set  forth  briefly  the  course  pursued  in  our  school,  it 
may  be  said  that  from  the  moment  a blind  child  reaches  the  In- 
stitution its  sense  of  touch  has  to  be  persistently  trained.  Thfi 
kindergarten,  with  its  great  variety  of  devices  and  employments 
for  busy  fingers,  is  of  inestimable  value  for  this  purpose.  In  fact, 
its  principles  should  underlie  the  whole  course  of  instruction. 

The  child  in  this  department  learns  to  fold  paper  in  an  infinite 
variety  of  forms,  developing  his  power  of  estimating  distance  and 
direction  and  proportion ; he  learns  to  weave  together  strips  of 
paper  in  many  useful  and  beautiful  shapes,  thus  cultivating  his 
sense  of  form  as  well  as  his  power  of  touch,  and  training  fac- 
ulties he  will  use  in  the  workshop  when  older;  he  is  taught  to 
model  articles  in  clay  arid  wax  and  soap  in  order  to  cultivate 
his  delicacy  of  manipulation,  and  to  prepare  him  for  understand- 
ing all  objects  in  relief ; he  is  taught  to  handle  blocks  and  fash- 
ioning with  them  many  objects,  thus  cultivating  his  knowledge  of 
solids;  he  is  taught  to  outline  simple  objects  with  needle  and 
thread,  thus  learning  new  lessons  in  form ; and,  above  all,  and 
the  most  important  of  all,  he  is  taught  in  his  games  and  plays 
and  work  to  be  patient  and  helpful  and  kind. 

After  the  kindergarten  the  course  of  the  manual  training  is 
continued  as  much  as  possible.  The  child  studies  things  and 
models  of  things  ; and  models  in  .sand  and  clay  the  surface  of  his 
State  and  country,  and  the  grand  divisions  of  the  globe.  He 
is  taught  to  outline,  by  means  of  points  indented  in  paper  on 
his  writing  tablet,  the  boundaries  of  his  own  and  other  countries. 
He  is  taught  to  read  raised  letters,  and  to  write  both  with  a 
lead  pencil  for  his  correspondence  with  the  seeing,  and  in  a sys- 
tem of  tangible  dots  to  be  read  by  the  touch.  The  knowledge 
of  reading  opens  to  him  the  world  of  literature  with  which  the 
General  Government  of  the  United  States  provides  him  in  abund- 
ance, through  the  publications  of  the  American  Trinting  House 
for  the  Blind.  Every  avenue  of  knowledge  is  thus  laid  open  be- 
fore him,  and  his  progress  in  it  will  be  limited  only  by  his  own 
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natural  constitution,  his  ambition,  and  his  energy.  If  he  has  any 
musical  ability,  it  is  scientifically  and  sedulously  cultivated,  for  in 
the  practice  of  the  art  of  music  he  can  compete  with  his  see 
ing  comrades  on  more  equal  terms  than  in  any  other  occupa- 
tion. IMeantime  the  blind  pupil,  if  a girl,  is  carefully  taught  the 
use  of  the  needle,  and  learns,  as  she  progresses,  how  to  patch, 
and  darn,  and  mend,  how  to  knit,  how  to  use  the  sewing  ma- 
chine, and  the  knitting  machinej  and  finally,  how  to  cut  out,  fit 
together,  and  make  her  own  garments.  If  the  pupil  be  a boy,  he 
is  also  taught  how  to  cane  chairs  in  many  varieties,  how  to  make 
brooms,  and  how  to  practice  .simple  upholstery,  such  as  the  repair- 
ing of  lounges  and  the  manufacture  of  mattresses. 

The  physical  welfare  of  the  children  is  as  carefully,  systemati- 
cally and  tenderly  cared  for  as  any  other  part  of  their  training. 
They  are  required  to  take  regular  daily  e-xercise  in  light  gym- 
nastics under  the  direction  of  a teacher,  and  are  encouraged  in 
every  way  to  e.xercise  in  the  open  air.  Apparatus  for  outdoor 
sport  in  the  shape  of  swings,  seesaws  and  small  wagons  is  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  the  boys  have  devised  for  themselves  a pecu- 
liar kind  of  base-ball,  which,  so  far  as  noise  and  enjoyment  is 
concerned,  is  fully  as  satisfactory  to  them  as  similar  games  to 
other  boys. 

In  this  course  of  st*dy  and  development,  extending  over  eight 
or  ten  years,  the  blind  child  has  gained  a confidence  in  his  own 
powers  that  enables  him  to  overcome,  to  a great  extent,  the  nat- 
ural awkwardness  of  blindness.  He  has  become  a youth  of  in- 
telligence. an  agreeable  companion,  a self-respecting,  independent 
person,  familiar  with  current  events,  with  a well-trained  mind,  and 
familiar  with  the  amenities  of  civilized  life. 

From  all  these  advantages,  benefits  and  opportunities,  provided 
so  freely  and  wisely  by  the  State,  that  parent  cuts  off  his  blind 
child  when  he  fails  to  place  him  in  school, 

A degree  of  blindness  that  prevents  a child  from  getting  an  ed- 
ucation in  ordinary  schools,  will  place  it  among  those  who  ought 
to  be  taught  in  an  Institution. 

Only  about  one-third  of  the  pupils  at  present  in  the  Kentucky 
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Institute  for  the  Blind  are  totally  blind.  Where  the  blindness  is 
not  apparent  the  certificate  of  a physician  is  required  before  the 
applicant  can  be  received.  The  terms  of  admission  are  given  on 
the  last  page  of  this  report. 

The  General  Assembly  in  1884,  with  remarkable  unanimity,  there 
being  but  one  dissentient  vote  in  both  Houses,  passed  an  act  cre- 
ating a department  for  the  education  of  the  colored  blind  children, 
and  appropriated  the  sum  of  §20,000  to  erect  a separate  building 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  C.  J.  Clarke,  architect,  was  employed  by 
the  Board  of  Visitors  to  draw  up  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
building,  which  were  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Charitable  In- 
stitutions of  the  Legislature  and  approved  by  them,  and  this  beau- 
tiful building  is  now  finished  and  stands  a noble  witness  to  the 
wisdom  and  philanthropy  of  our  people,  and  the  progress  of  our 
Christian  civilization. 

The  building  having  been  completed  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  the  General  Assembly  of  1885-86  appropriated  §5,000  for 
putting  in  a steam  heating  apparatus,  for  grading,  paving,  etc.,  and 
for  furnishing  the  building;  and  §3,000  annually  for  the  maintenance 
of  a school  for  the  colored  blind  children  in  the  State,  subject  to 
the  same  conditions  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  the 
white  blind  child.  The  formal  opening  of  the  school  for  the  col- 
ored blind,  with  a detailed  account  of  the  tost  of  the  building,  was 
recorded  in  the  annual  report  for  last  year.  A full  financial  state- 
ment has  been  filed  with  the  Auditor. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  names  of  the  pupils  in  the  colored 


department : 

■Wu.LiAM  Evkrt lit.  Sterling. 

AM.rsriA  Raciiki.  Lkk Frankfort. 

Cas.sia  Scott Louisville. 

Luukli.a  Scott Louisville. 

John  Woodwaru Louisville. 


A detailed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenses  of  the  colored 
department,  and  a tabulated  summary  of  monthly  expenses,  will 
be  found  on  another  page. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  names,  there  has  been  no  greater 
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evidence  of  readiness  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  an 
education  on  the  part  of  the  blacks  than  on  the  part  of  the  whites 
— yet  the  school  is  growing  and  is  already  doing  good  work  The 
oldest  blind  boy  learned  last  year  how  to  cane  chairs  so  well  as  to 
earn,  during  his  vacation,  money  enough  to  buy  his  own  clothing. 

During  the  past  year,  while  the  school  was,  as  usual,  free  from 
any  general  amount  of  sickness,  one  of  our  pupils  died  from  ob- 
struction of  the  bowels.  His  name  was  Charles  Taylor,  of  Mor- 
ganfield,  and  he  died  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age.  He  had 
the  best  medical  attention  that  we  could  procure,  and  a skillful 
surgeon  was  called  in  consultation ; but  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  cause  of  the  disease  was  of  long  standing,  no  relief  was  pos- 
sible. He  was  a pleasant  bov,  of  a sunny  disposition  and  a good 
mind,  and  his  sudden  death  was  a great  shock  to  us  all.  We  be- 
lieve, however,  that  “ it  is  we’l  with  the  lad,”  and  that  the  infinite 
loving  kindness  of  Him  whose  mercy  endureth  forever,  will  cause 
his  darkened  eves  to  open  upon  ‘‘a  land  that  is  fairer  than  day, 
and  continue  under  brighter  auspices  the  development  that  here 
was  so  suddenly  cut  off  in  darkness  and  sorrow. 

The  regular  annual  statement  of  receipts  and  expenses,  as 
transcribed  from  the  Treasurer’s  books,  the  vouchers  and  itemized 
details  forwhich  are  filed  with  the  Auditor,  is  as  follows. 


Main  Department  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Ukckipts. 

(^iiart‘*rly  allowjiiHM'S  from  pro% 

NcvoiiiImt  20.  1880.  allowani-o  paid 


Jjinuury  4,  1887. 

April  0,  1887. 

duly  ■'».  1887. 

SopteinluT  14.  188". 


Niivcinbor  1.  lH8ti. 


C^'inrtorly  allowance  paiil 
C^uartorly  all"wain  i*  paid 
Annual  allowance  paitl  . 
i»uarterly  ullt»wancc  paid 
Kci'cipt^^  from  work-sht'p 
M i.-cclLincous  Kcccipt.s 

Total  KiM'cipis  . . . 

K.XI'KXIIITUKKS. 

Halancc  duo  Treasurer 

Total  amount  of  warrant.-*  paid 


Niivcinlicr  1.  1H87.  lidliineo  in  Trensiircr's  liuiuls 


Sii.710  IIU 

on 

2.135  00 
2,3S0  00 
10,000  (10 
2,. 310  (111 
305  12 
20  54 


$20,235  no 


$0,131 

10,257 


$25,380  70 
840  20 


$20,235  90 
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Colored  Department  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Rkceipts. 

February  10,  (Quarterly  allowance §750  00 

February  19.  capita 70  00 

April  11.  Quarterly  allowance 750  00 

April  11.  Per  capita 105  00 

October  14.  Quarterly  allowance 7.5O  00 

October  14.  Per  capita - 105  00 

Total  Receipts 52,530  00 


Exi'Snditures. 

■Warrants  paid $1,614  76 

November  1,  1887.  Balance  in  Treasurer’s  bands 015  24 

£2,530  00 


Furnishing  Account  for  Colored  Department. 

Expenditures. 


Steam-heating  apparatus,  Struuse  & Newman $2,250  00 

Fencing,  grading,  making  road  and  plank  walk 860  53 

Digging  cistern  and  paving 336  GO 

Insurance 177  30 

Grates  and  mantels 160  50 

Household  and  kitchen  furniture 574  80 


January  3,1887.  Special  flppropriation,  $5,000. 

November  1,  1887.  Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands 640  27 

$5,000  00 

Itemized  vouchers  for  the  above  have  been  filed  with  the  Auditor 
in  accordance  with  the  law. 

The  expenses  of  the  Institution  are  regulated  by  a Board  of  Vis- 
itors, nine  in  number,  appointed  every  four  years  by  the  Governor. 
These  are  required  by  law  to  hold  monthly  meetings.  Every  bill, 
before  it  can  be  paid,  must  be  submitted  to  them  and  approved 
by  a majority  of  the  whole  Board.  The  character  of  these  gen- 
tlemen is  a sufficient  guarantee  to  the  people  for  the  proper  ex- 
penditure of  their  money. 

In  respect  to  the  special  needs  of  the  Institution  during  the 
coming  year,  it  is  but  proper  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the 
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boilers,  by  which  the  building  is  now  heated,  is  such  as  to  ex- 
cite feelings  of  very  grave  apprehension  in  their  continued  use. 
They  are  located  in  the  basement  of  the  building,  directly  under 
the  children’s  dining-room,  and  have  been  there  since  1859.  They 
are,  consequently,  nearly  thirty  years  old.  Common  prudence  re- 
quires that  a change  be  made  before  any  untoward  accident 
compels  it;  and  in  considering  what  is  the  best  course  to  take 
in  making  the  change,  a due  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
blind  children  in  our  charge  would  seem  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  building  a boiler-housJ^so  remote  from  the  other  build- 
ings as  to  secure  immunity  from  danger  to  their  lives  in  case 
of  accident.  It  is  estimated  that  $5,000  would  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  the  proposed  building,  with  the  boilers,  and  needed 
changes. 

The  condition  of  the  road  way  and  fence  in  front  of  the  In- 
stitution is,  moreover,  such  as  to  warrant  an  earnest  appeal  to 
the  Legislature  for  funds  to  providp  for  the  grading,  paving  and 
curbing  of  its  half  of  the  street,  and  for  the  laying  of  a side- 
walk, and  for  the  construction  of  a neat  stone  and  iron  fence 
along  the  entire  front  of  the  land  owned  by  the  State.  The 
extent  of  the  paving  and  grading  is  about  600  feet,  and  of  the 
fencing  about  900  feet,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  needed  im- 
provements is  S5,ocx). 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled'  in  the  Institution  records  dur- 
ing the  past  year  is  seventy-eight.  Their  names  and  residences 
are  as  follows : 


Namrs. 

Tiifououk  AMKNnr 

Amand.v  Ann  Ai.kx.vndku  . . 

CmaULKS  AnT)IK  

Chari, Ks  Haii.ky 

Charles  Baron 

John  Beckman 

Sarah  J.  Bell 

Edward  Boggs 

Omek  Bogos 

Nancy  Brooks 


Rt'sidfnces. 

Liullow. 

Wayne  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Owensboro. 

Lewis  county. 
Lewis  county. 
Edmonson  county. 
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Names. 

Mary  Ann  Buttrum 

Anna  Ma  V Carlisle  . . . 

Martha  Carr 

Lorenzo  Dow  Carver  . . . . 

.1 ULTA  Casky 

Sophia  Cromwell 

Samuel  Cornett 

• lOSlAH  Cui’PLES 

Benjamin  M.  Day 

Alice  Dkoman 

Ella  Dolan 

Lewis  Flynn 

William  Fry 

Sophia  Gerdjs 

Sopiironia  Gibbons 

Perley  S.  Goodwin 

Charles  Edgar  Graves  . . . 

Caroline  Hartmetz, 

Lawrence  Hausman 

Edward  Hess 

Julia  Hewitt 

Charles  Higdon 

James  Hopkins 

Anna  Hylk 

K ATI  E Kern 

Maggie  Kistnkr 

Lawrence  Klkymkier  . . . 

James  K [MIN 

Thomas  Leach  man  Lewis  . . 

John  Long 

Cliekord  Martin 

-M  icHAKL  McCarthy 

Moi.lie  MgCleary 

I’ai  link  MiJ’lurk 

Ba  uhara  McK  inney 

Lewis  V.  M etz. 

Gkorcha  Miller 

K'Hiert  II.  iMoody,  .Ik 

Flora  Moore 

Anna  Morgan 

Edward  N eai 

Wm.  Nelson  , , 


Jicsidences. 
Edinon.son  county. 
Henderson. 
Frankfort. 

Todd  county. 
Shelby  county. 
Hender.'^on. 

Laurel  county. 
Falimmth. 
Elizabethtown. 
Mason  county. 
Louisville. 

E.still  county. 

Louisville. 

Covington. 

Albany. 

iVIonroe  county. 

Madison  county. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Grayson  county. 

Graves  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

L<*ai.<ville. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Newport. 

Loui.sville. 

Louisville. 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Crab  On’bard. 
Cloverport. 

Ml.  Vernon. 

Todil  county. 
Whitley  county. 
SeiUi  county. 
Newport. 
Hopkinsville. 
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Names. 

Samukl  W.  Nolan*  . . 

Rosa  Pkttit  .... 

Haruy  rmsTKR  . . . 

Amy  Pikofotrck  . . 

Edward  K.  Pooi.k  . . 

John  K.  Ptrckli.  . . 

Alick  Randai.k  . . . 

Jri.Ks  Rkis 

Susanna  Rohkrts  . . 

Louis  Suakf.u  .... 

John  Sentif  .... 

ClIAKI.KS  SlI.I.lMAN  . . 

Ei.ise  Selkk 

Frank  S.mith  .... 

Abraham  Soi.ks  . . . 

John  Sudduth  . . . 

Ch  vRr.KS  Taylor  . . 

Carlf.ton  Tih»mi*s<»n  . 

Kmilk  Trrhino  . . . 

LebTudok 

Anna  Evai.ink  Val'ohn 

Ida  Wkavkh 

Wm.  AViiklan 

-Mardjn  Wheei.f.r 

JosERH  Williams 

Walter  Haldkman  WINTKB^'Mr^^ 


Residences. 
Fayelto  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

liOuisville. 

Rutler  county, 
(imyson  county. 
Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Pulaski  county. 
Loui'ivillc. 

Newport. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Dayton. 

Newport, 

Irvine,  Estill  county. 
iMorijan  field. 

Grave.s  county. 
Louisville. 

Lexington,  Ky. 
WeKster  coiiuiy. 
Lewis  county. 

L<  Hiisvillo. 

Scott  county. 
Muiilenborg  ctninty. 
Loui.sville. 


In  carrying  on  the  work  during  tlie  past  year,  the  following 
named  persons  have  been  employed: 

A Superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  ,$125  a month. 
A matron,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a salary  of  $33)4  ^ 
month. 

A teacher,  Miss  Jeannette  Owens,  with  a salary  of  ^30  a month. 
A teacher,  Miss  Josephine  Sloan,  with  a salary'  of  $30  a month. 
A teacher,  Miss  Julia  Burnell,  with  a salary  of  ^30  a month. 

A teacher  of  sewing,  Miss  Mary  Reilly,  with  a salary  of  $30  a 
month. 

A teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a salary*  of  $40  a month  • 
A teacher  of  music,  Charles  F'rederick,  with  a salary  of  $100  a 

month. 
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A kindergarten  teacher,  Miss  Eleanor  Beebe,  with  a salary  of  S3 5 
a month. 

A music  reader,  Mrs.  Neppie  Frederick,  with  a salary  of  $5 
a month. 

Visitors’  attendant,  Nancy  Brooks,  with  a salary  of  $5  a month. 

A gardener  and  engineer,  Thomas  Lucas,  with  a salary  of  $60 
a month. 

A fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  John  Fronmiller,  with  a sal- 
ary of  S25  a month. 

A cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a salary  of  S18  a month. 

An  assistant  cook,  Kate  Finn,  with  a salary  of  $14  a month. 

A laundress,  Bridget  Curry,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Agnes  Finn,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

A chambermaid,  Annie  Kelley,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

An  assistant  chambermaid,  Annie  Fahy,  with  a salary  of  S14  a 
month. 

A dining-room  girl,  Lizzie  Reilly,  with  a salary  of  S14  a month. 

An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Mary  Joyce,  with  a salary  of  $14 
a month. 

All  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  e.xcept  the  teacher  of  sew- 
ing and  handicraft,  are  employed  for  but  ten  months  of  the  year  . 
the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  publishers  of  the  Daily  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  the  Mu' 
sical  Record,  the  Christian  Standard,  the  Kentucky  Deaf  Mute, 
The  Index,  and  the  Goodson  Gazette,  have  furnished  copies  of  their 
periodicals  regularly  and  gratuitously  to  the  school,  and  the  pupils 
have  listened  tb  their  contents  with  pleasure,  and  profit. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  H UNTOON,  Supt. 


FOK  THE  EHUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDINGS  AND  SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Ed- 
ueation  of  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen;  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  supervised,  as  usual,  the  pur- 
chase of  supplies  for  the  Institution  in  all  its  departments,  and 
have  regularly  transmitted  a monthly  statement  of  their  accounts 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A summary  of  these 
statements  is  herewith  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectflly  submitted, 

G.  H.  Cochran,  Chairman, 
W.  N.  Haldeman, 

John  A.  Carter. 
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KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND,— Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending  Oct.  31,  1887. 
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EXPENDITURES— t''>"tinued. 
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List  of  Blind  Persons  between  the  Ages  of  and  Sixteen 
in  Kentuckg,  According  to  the  United  States  Census  of 
1880 : 


Namk. 


Kksidknck. 


County. 


EvHlino  Tfiylor Ncetsville 

Louisu  Holt Glenville 

Philip  Tensloy 6th  District 

Aremisia  Moore Alussey  District  .... 

Sarah  E.  Crutcher * 1 

Jack  Murrell Glasgow I 

George  W.  Harrison Tracy  Di.^trict : 

Maria  Dale Owingsville 

Jane  E.  Schultz ' 7th  Precinct I 

Mollie  Jackson  . . 7th  Precinct i 

Lee  Jackson 7th  Precinct ! ' 

Lila  Jackson 7th  Precinct ' 

Wm.  Green Yellow  Creek 1 

James  Noble Hurlington I 

Nancy  VVilhorst Hebron ' 

Dora  Mclntire '.  . . . Upper  Ashland  .... 

Minnie  Esthaiu Danville ' 

Ida  Gillospi  Foster 

Oliver  Johnson Jett's  Creek 

Sally  Stamper  Cr()ckettsville 

Nancy  Spencer Jett's  Creek 

Mary  Ann  Jenkins Spring  Lake 

Kichard  Dowell liewleyvillc 

Mary  Hilcher London 

lanthy  Kirby liochestor 

Janie.s  A.  Evans Purdens 

Win.  O.  Roso ILirdens 

J.  M.  Sullivan Williams’  Mills  .... 

Wm.  B.  Freeze Murray 

Cary  Pliolps Dayton 

George  W.  Iircw.<ter 

Dora  Watkins Union  Si-lmol-hoiist*.  . . , 

Charlotte  Powell 

Paulina  Berryman . . - . 

Eliza  Ann  Fox Pinchorn I 

liianco  Brandenburg Pinchorn | 

Elizabeth  Kcilman 

Albert  B.  Thrasher \lbany 

Rebecca  Noel Pincy  \\’ood<  . . . 

Robert  (dark Marion  

Arthur  Riley Hurricane 

Fanny  Mvdlcn Bell’s  Mills 

Pamela  Johnson  Brownsville 

Susan  Stev(m.s NewTourulland ; 

Charles  Lcnvl.s Plumnufr’s  liunding  . . 

James  V.  Trane Peak's  Mill f 

Parker’s  Mill ] 


Eliza  A.  Mast<T.s 

Sam.  Hnwkitis Lo<lgton 

Marv  E.  Ball Laiu’astor 


.\dair  county. 

Adair  county. 

Allen  coanty. 

.\lleri  county. 
Anderson  county. 
Barren  county. 
Barren  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bath  county. 

Bell  county. 

Boone  county. 

Boone  county. 

Boyd  county. 

Boyle  county. 
Bracken  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breathitt  <‘ounty. 
Breathitt  county. 
Breckinridge  county. 
Butler  county. 

Butler  county. 

Butler  county. 

Butler  county. 
Caldwell  county. 
Callrjway  county. 
Cainjibctl  county. 
tJnrter  county. 
Christian  county. 
Clark  county. 

Clark  county. 

Clark  county. 

(Mark  county. 

Clay  cc'unty. 

Clinton  county, 
^’linton  county, 
(’rittonden  county. 
Critteiulon  county, 
('rittonden  county. 
Edmonson  c«nmty. 
Elliott  county. 
Fleming  ctuuity. 
Franklin  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Fulton  oc»unty. 
Garranl  county. 


FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND, 
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LIST  OF  BLIITD  PERSONS.— Continued. 


Namr. 


R ESIIIENCE. 


I 


County. 


(iiiii  Lancaster Garrard  county. 

Huldah  .J.'lieacl, : Mt.  Zion  Grant  county. 

Luev  E.  Clifton , Downingville  . . . . Grant  county. 

Martha  Sanderson Graves  county. 

Fannv  .1.  Gilbert | Craves  county. 

Peter  Hale  ' Dukdum (.raves  county. 

Bertha  .Muhlaugh i Greenup  county. 

las  H Clever  . . . . i Pollville Hancock  county. 

Catherine  Clever' I Pollville  . Hancock  county. 

.John  W.  Laulev Hunting  Creek  ....  Hari  in  county. 

John  Chaffin  .' We.st  Point arc  in  county. 

Chas.  Chaffin ; West  county. 

Moritv  Hall ‘ county. 

Sallv  B.  Henrv ' (lynthiana Harrison  county. 

Kitty  Wallace  Corydoii i Henderson  county. 

Eva'Wallace Corydon ! Henderson  county. 

.las.  W.  Haekett ' county. 

Candris  Lovrit ' ■ ack.son  county. 

Donev  Powell county. 

.Susan  Sparks lackson  county. 


.lackson  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
.Jefferson  county. 
Jeffenon  county. 
. Jefferson  county. 


Daniel  Sparks 

Mariruret  Rector • 

L.  Collin,it*worth ' I^ouisville  . ... 

M innie  Sparks tairniount  .... 

Mary  Hoock Two-inile  Precinct  . 

Anna  Maver , 

Janie..  Fk-ining I.ouisville etterson  county. 

John  Youni; Louisville Jetlerson  county. 

Carry  Kaber Louisville lefferson  county. 

Chas.  Rabor l.,ouisvillc Jefferson  county. 

Eugene  rjherwooil Jaaiisville Icfferson  county. 

George  Spence Paintsvillo ' Johnson  county. 

Katv  Swiiiefiise Covington Kenton  county. 

Edwin  W.  Dailev Covington Kenton  county 

Theresa  Shick  .' Coviiigton Kenton  emiiity. 

Mahala  Bain BarlMiurvillc Ivnox  county. 

George  Fox Barbourville Ivnox  county. 

William  Kirk  Indian  Creek Knox  county. 

Isaac  Milks Knox  county. 

Periiily  Mills county. 

Sarah  A.  Gaiuhrel , Knox  county. 

George  luiiiaii '5a™n I.au ml  county. 

Laura  B.  '''""•d  county. 

James  M.  Adams Cherokee Lawreueu  county. 

Lindsev  Adams Cherokee Lawrence  county. 

Andrew  .1  Castle  Peach  Orchard  ....  Lawrence  cminty. 

Alonzo  Short l.awrcuco  county. 

F.  Ingham Letcher  ciaiiity. 

.Marrlcv  Thatcher Concord Lewis  .-minty. 

Sarah  I’l.  Jones Smithland Livingston  county. 

Ida  Lee  Heater Smithland Livingston  county. 

Mary  Bennett  Ciirrsville j Livingston  county. 

Lula  .Moslev  \dairville  ' Logan  county. 

Harry  Augustus Pailucah .McCracken  cminty. 

Frank  Coiiail Callimin  ' .McLean  e.ainty. 

Emma  Cuinmings Calh.ain McLean  eoiinty. 

Etta  .Masters Koltown 1 Madison  county. 

An  hihald  llavdon  Marlin  county. 

Bessy  Wheatly Lehanon Marion  county. 

George  Wheatly  Lehanon Marlon  cminty. 


24 


REPORT  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  INSTITUTION 
LIST  OF  BLIND  PERSONS.— Cominucil. 


Namk. 

Rksipence. 

Joiin  Whcatly  .... 

' Lebanon  .... 

Sally  F.  Isaacs 

Haysville  .... 

Ermine  Tavlor 

New  Market  .... 

Maria  Payne  .... 

, Washington  . . . 

Sarah  A.  Lister  . 

Stewart 

Robert  Pbillips  . 

John  Yost 

Anna  Meaux 

j Harrodsburg  . . . 

Uriel  0.  Strange  . . 

' Jetl'ersonville 

Nancy  A.  Hiefs  .... 

Jetiersonville  .... 

Stephen  E.  J.  Ilinis 

Jeffersonvillo 

Margaret  C.  Hiels 

Jetrersonvillc  ... 

Fanny  Raeburn  .... 

Jeffersonville  .... 

Mary  Mays  .... 

Myers 

Martha  A.  Mastertai  . . . 

New  Hope 

Matilda  Duncan  . . , 

Nelson  Furnace  . . . . 

Dorcas  Campbell  . . 

Head  Quarters  .... 

Ada  Shepherd  . . 

Carlisle 

Rboda  Ticknor 

Centraltown 

James  Ayres  . . . 

Lusby’s  Mill 

Charles  0.  C.  Oaks  . . . 

Wm.  Ilolensworth  .... 

Charity  Middleton  . . . 

Arthur  Daugbertv 

Short  Creek 

Cacy  J.  Porter 

Short  Creek 

Sally  Roberts  . . . 

Polly  Jane  Griffing  . . 

Dulcona  Harris 

Win.  Gibson  . , . 

Nancy  Osborn  .... 

Shelby  Creek 

Ira  VVilliamson  . . . 

Pond  Creek 

Sarah  J.  Noal 

3d  Voting  Precinct . . . 

Ilulda  V.  Stra.xtill 

Robert  J.  Straxtill  ..... 

John  U.  Smiley  . . . 

Nancy  Browning  .... 

Snrali  Remer  . . . 

.Mecager  Lamb  .... 

Martha  Bryant  . . . 

Carrie  Moore  .... 

Cros.s  Roads 

Lucretin  Sorrel  .... 

Cross  Roads 

Julia  Casey 

Sbclbwille 

David  Hardest  V .... 

Ilarri.sonville 

Harriot  Baker 

Slielbyyille 

John  (iayler  

IMaiisville 

Douglas  Grev  

Elkton  

Frank  Grey ' 

Ell.  ton 

Susan  M.  Payett 

Go.slien 

Sada  .Manly  ... 

Smith  Grove 

H.  M.  Horiler 

James  Ivoe 

Moriticello 

Mary  J.  W'il.sim 

Webster 

L.  J.  Sliouner 

(daysville 

(-hrisLiria  Clancr  . 

Clay-.^yilh* 

L.  A Stone. 

•loiu'.'i'Statid 

Amy  Bryant 

Julia  Retry 

Mjiriun  Spuncor 

Wtii.  Ofitkc  . . 


County. 

Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Marion  county. 
Mason  county. 
Mercer  county. 

: Mercer  county. 

Mercer  county. 

, >rercer  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
; ^lontgomery  county. 
Montgomery  county. 
Muhlenberg  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nelson  county. 
Nicholas  county. 
Nichola.s  county, 
j Ohio  county. 

I Owen  county. 

^ Owsley  county. 
Owsley  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 
Pendleton  county. 

1 Perry  county. 

I P^rry  county, 
j Pike  county. 

' Pike  county, 

’ Pike  county. 

Pike  county. 

Powell  ecu  n ty. 
Pulaski  county. 

' Pulaski  county. 

^ Pulaski  County. 
Kohertson  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 
Rockcastle  county. 

; Rockcastle  county. 

Rowan  county. 

I Rowan  county. 

Shelby  county. 
Shelby  county. 

Shelby  county. 

Taylor  county. 

Todtl  county. 

Todd  county. 

Warren  ciMinty. 
N\‘arn‘n  county. 
AN'asliingtoii  county. 
Wayne  ccumty. 
A\'ci)‘iter  coi'tity. 
\\'i'bslcr  c*ainty. 
Wi*l)stcr  county. 
Webster  county. 
Wlihlcy  county. 
Wliitlev  cc'Uiity. 

WolCo  County. 

Wolfe  countv. 


KOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BEIND. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

CHAPTER  462. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act.  onlitlod  ‘‘  An  act  establishing  an  Institution  for  tlie  Edu- 
cation of  llio  Blind  t>f  Kentucky,”  approved  the  fifth  of  February,  1842. 

Whereas,  It  is  expedient  as  well  as  just  to  make  adequate 
and  suitable  provision  for  the  education  of  the  colored  blind  chil- 
dren of  this  Commonwealth ; and  whereas,  by  reason  of  phys- 
ical infirmity  and  the  helpless  condition  of  the  blind  of  both  races, 
resulting  from  the  loss  of  sight  a separate  provision  should  be 
made  for  each  race ; and  whereas,  wise  economy  and  due  effi- 
ciency require  that  the  education  of  both  races  should  be  under 
the  sole  management  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind ; therefore. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commomvcalth  of 
Kentucky : 

§ I.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated;  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasur)-  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  erect  a suitable  building  or  buildings 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  separate  and  apart  from  the  premises 
now  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  to  be  used  for,  and  devoted  to,  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive occupation  of  the  colored  blind  children  of  this  Common- 
wealth: Provided,  That  the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
in  four  equal  installments  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  in  the 
following  manner  and  as  hereinafter  provided,  to  wit  : Five  thou- 
sand dollars  when  the  building  or  buildings  provided  for  in  this 
section  shall  be  in  the  process  of  erection,  of  which  fact  the 
Treasurer  shall  be  duly  notified  by  the  said  Board  of  Trustees 
in  writing,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary;  and  five  thou- 
sand dollars  quarterly  thereafter,  except  the  last  payment,  which 
shall  be  retained  by  the  Treasurer  until  the  said  building  or  build- 
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ings  shall  have  been  completed  and  accepted  and  received  by 
said  Board  of  Trustees,  and  said  Treasurer  is  duly  notified  as  afore- 
said of  said  fact. 

§ 2.  The  blind  children  aforesaid,  when  such  buildings  shall  have 
been  erected,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on  equal  terms  their  due 
proportion,  according  to  numbers,  all  rights,  benefits  and  privileges 
secured  to  the  white  blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth  by  the 
act  establishing  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  and  all  subsequent  enactments  in  relation  thereto ; Pro- 
vided, however.  That  the  blind  children  of  both  races  shall  be 
under  the  same  general  management  and  under  one  and  the  same 
Superintendent,  who,  with  all  other  officers  of  said  Institution, 
shall  be  elected  by,  and  subject  in  all  respects  to,  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  Institution,  as 
heretofore  provided  by  law. 

§ 3.  The  Board  of  Trustees  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  purchase  additional  land  to 
carry  into  effect  the  purpose  of  this  act,  taking  the  title  thereto 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  by  deed  with  general  warranty; 
Provided,  however.  That  if  any  part  of  the  said  sum  hereby  appro- 
priated shall  be  used  for  that  purpose,  a sufficient  amount  thereof 
shall  be  retained  for  the  erection  of  the  building  or  buildings 
aforesaid. 

§ 4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Chas.  Offuct, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ben.  S.  Robbins, 

Pto  tern.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  March  27,  1884. 

J.  Pkoctor  Knott. 

By  the  Governor  : 

j.  A.  McKf.nzie,  Secretary  of  State. 


FOR  THE  EDUCA.1TON  OK  THE  BLIKD. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY, 

Office  of  the  SECREXARy  of  State. 

I,  J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Commonwealth 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  has  been 
carefully  compared  by  me  with  the  original  on  file  in  this  office, 
whereof  it  purports  to  be  a copy,  and  that  it  is  a true  and 
exact  copy  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I here;o  sign  my  name,  and  cause  my 
official  seal  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  Frankfort,  this  twen- 
[t- ®-]  ty. eighth  day  of  Marchj  A.  D.  1884. 

JJA.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State. 
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BEPOllT  OF  THE  KPINTUOKY  INSTITUTION 


APPENDIX  C 

CHAPTER  1025. 

AN  ACT  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  [nstitution  for  the  Education  of  the 

Blind. 

Whereas,  By  the  act  approved  March  27,  1884,  entitled  “An  act 
to  amend  an  act  establishing  an  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  of  Kentucky,”  approved  the  fifth  of  February,  1842,  there  was 
appropriated  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  colored 
blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth  ; and  whereas,  the  terms  and 
provisions  of  said  act  have  been  complied  with  by  the  purchase  of 
additional  land  contiguous  to  said  Institution  and  the  title  vested  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  and  the  building  thereon  is  now 
under  roof  and  in  the  process  of  finishing;  and  whereas,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act  aforesaid  the  sum  appropriated  thereby,  when  fully 
paid,  will  complete  the  building  aforesaid;  and  whereas,  to  carry 
into  full  effect  the  intent  of  the  act  aforesaid,  namely,  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  a school  for  the  colored  blind  children  of  the 
Commonwealth,  a further  appropriation  will  be  required  for  the 
necessary  equipment  of  said  ground  and  building  for  the  purposes 
intended ; and  whereas,  an  annual  appropriation  also  will  be  re- 
quired to  place  the  colored  blind  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
white  blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth  in  maintaining  a school 
in  their  behalf ; therefore. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky : 

§ I.  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  applied  to  the  proper  furnishing  of 
the  building  with  heating  apparatus  and  such  utensils,  furniture  and 
apliances  as  may  be  needed  for  the  carrying  on  of  a school  for 
blind  children  ; and  also  for  the  proper  grading  and  fencing  of  the 
grounds,  and  the  construction  of  needed  footways  and  approaches 
from  the  street  to  the  building  and  between  the  buildings. 
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§ 2.  That  the  further  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  annually  in  equal  quar- 
terly installments,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  the  colored 
blind  children  of  this  Commonwealth ; which  money  shall  be  ex- 
pended in  a similar  manner  and  under  the  same  limitations  that 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  white  blind  children  in 
said  Institution  is  now  expended  ; Provided,  however.  That  no  por- 
tion of  the  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  until  the  build- 
ing aforesaid  is  completed  and  paid  for,  and  made  ready  for  the 
use  and  occupation  of  the  colored  blind  children  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  of  this  fact  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  is  first 
duly  certified  in  writing  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind.  Chas.  Offutt, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Representatives. 

James  R.  Hindmam, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  May  lO,  1886. 

J.  Proctor  Knott. 

By  the  Governor : 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY, 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I,  J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Commonwealth 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  has  been 
carefully  compared  by  me  with  the  original  on  file  in  this  office, 
whereof  it  purports  to  be  a copy,  and  that  it  is  a true  and  exact 
copy  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I hereto  sign  my  name,  and  cause  my 
official  seal  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  Frankfort,  this  elev- 
® 1 enth  day  of  May^,  A.  D.  1886. 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  State. 

By  H.  M.  McCarty,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Terms  of  Admission, 


In  respect  to  the  forms  to  go  through  to  secure  the  admission 
of  a child  to  the  Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind,  it  is  only 
required  that  the  child  be  of  so  defective  vision  as  to  be  unable 
to  get  an  education  in  the  ordinary  schools;  that  it  be  of  good 
health  and  sound  mind,  and  within  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  ; 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Institution  is  neither  a hos- 
pital nor  an  asylum.  If  the  child  is  destitute,  the  fact  should  be 
so  certified  by  the  county  judge,  and,  in  that  case,  clothing  will 
be  provided. 

The  school  session  begins  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Sep- 
tember, and  closes  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June.  Pupils 
will  be  admitted  at  any  time,  but  they  are  much  benefited  by 
beginning  promptly  at  the  first  of  the  session. 

If  fuller  information  is  desired,  it  may  be  had  from  the  Super- 
intendent, or  from  any  of  the  Trustees,  who  will  cheerfully  cor- 
respond with  any  person  wishing  to  place  a blind  child  in  the 
Institution. 


